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NATO air strikes against Serb
1ationalist forces in Bosnia are
10t aimed at helping the Bos-
iian people repel aggression

ind regain their country.

The US government did not launch the
ttacks to rescue the people of Sarajevo.

It's aim is to expedite its shoddy ‘peace’

alks aimed at carving up Bosnia and Herze-

ovina; to recapture the military
nitiative from the Bosnians and
heir allies; to avoid demands to
aise the arms embargo; and per-
aps to revive Clinton’s chances
efore the presidential elections.
The deeper issue which has
larted to dawn on some Western
pvernments is that the stability
[ their system is threatened, not
nly at the level of inter-govern-
iental relations. Public horror
ver the barbarism inflicted on
osnia has turned to angry disil-
1sion in the United Nations and
nperialism’s ‘new world order’.
The slaughter of 37 people in
arajevo market by Serb gunners
as not the first, nor the worst, of
leir attacks on civilian targets.
. happened only yards from

BY CHARLIE POTTINS

‘where 60 civilians were killed in

a similar Serb Chetnik attack last
year, and only months after they
blew 72 young people to pieces
with a mortar attack on a café
areain Tuzla.

After three and a half years of
risking their lives to queue for
food or water in a wrecked city,
having their children blown
apart and their old people tar-
geted by snipers, while the UN
did nothing, citizens of Sarajevo
reacted as any human being
might when they saw their tor-
mentors hit.

It was beautiful, one middle-
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aged resident told reporters. ‘T
was wrapped in a blanket on my
balcony watching for hours.’

‘As NATO planes screamed
overhead, a man dashed to the
rmiddle of the city’s notorious
sniper alley and defied Serb gun-
ners. “Why don’t you come out
now you Chetnik bastards,” he
shouted, waving at Serb posi-
tions, “Why don’t you shoot at me
now?” (‘Guardian’, 31 August).

Response

We have every sympathy with
this understandable, natural

response. We have none whatso-
ever for the whingeing ‘lefts
Christian pacifists and Stalinists
who have rushed into print to

with the Bosnian peopl
| growing. Hundreds of people marched through
| Bradford recently, calling ‘For a free and democratic
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protest on behalf of poor General
Mladic and his men, after refus-
ing to do anything for Bosnia or
its people in three and a half
years of war.

President Alija Izetbegovic
had told Western governments
that his government could not be
expected to enter peace talks
while Serb artillery remained
trained on Sarajevo. ‘We cannot
negotiate with a pistol at our
head.

But let nobody have any illu-
sions in the UN, NATO or the
‘Great Powers’. The UN did noth-
ing about the mass expulsion of
Muslims from Srebrenica, or the
mass murder there.

NATO intervention only came
after Croat forces regained the

P Bosnia-Herzegovina. Lift the arms embargo. No ethnic
ShE .= partition.” Among those taking part were Bosnian
o _~| refugees, Leeds and Bradford trades unionists with

_ bomb
. stepped out of line.

30sni

-

e ettt

S

olidar

SOSNIA FORUM

e, i
...........

ity Campaig

entral Hall, Storey’s Gate, Westminster, London, SW1H
NH, Saturday 9 September, 10.30am-5.30pm

or information: Tel/Fax 0171-240 7992.

| Teeside. A rally
1 Lejla, from Sarajevo, by Labour councillors, and by

{ comrades recently back from the trade uniop.cenvoy to
| Tuzla. Geoff Robinson, founder of Bradford Bosnia
Solidarity Committee, criticised the Socialist Workers
Party, some of whose members had turned up at the
start of the march to sell their paper, then gone home.
Leicester Bosnia Defence Campaign have called a

afalgar Square is booked for 24 September for another
osnia demonstration. Get in touch for further details!

Workers Aid for
3oshia: Music Benefit

Attila the Stockbroker and supporting bands
ATURDAY 9 September, 8om, The Barn,

youthwick, Brighton

eicester Bosnia Defence Campaign

)emonstration

aturday 23 September. Assemble
pm, Spinney Hill Park, Leicester.

upport multi-ethnic Bosnia
et Bosnia defend itself
ift the arms embargo

their banners, local Asian youth, Workers Aid for
| Bosnia supporters, and a strong contingent from
in the town centre was addressed by
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PICKET NEWS
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Keep in touch with the campaign!

Make sure you get each issue of the
‘Bosnia Picket News'’ as it comes out (4
page A4 newsletter with news, views and

information).

For the next four issues send £3 to
Bosnia Solidarity Campaign, 12 Flitcroft

Street, London WC2

| 8DJ.

Cheques payable to Bosnia Solidarity

Campaign

(Please remember to enclose your

address!)

Non-stop picket for Bosnia
Whitehall, opposite Downing Street
Come and support us!

Join the picket: phone 0171-240 7992

NATO bombing to
divide Bosnia

Krajina in three days of fighting,
and the Bosnian army smashed
the Chetniks and Abdic’s rene-
gade army in Bihac. It came after
normally pro-imperialist Muslim
states like Malaysia publicly
broke ranks on the UN arms
embargo.

Bosnia and Herzegovina
forces had launched an offensive
around Donje Vakuf, in central
Bosnia, and were preparing to
break the siege of Sarajevo.

If NATO airpower was really
being used on the side of the Bos-
nians (as the apologists for Serb
aggression claim), military logic
would mean that Bosnian forces
be allowed to follow up on the
ground. But NATO secretary-
general Willy Claes has warned

.. the Bosnian government against
. taking advantage of the attacks.

Tory Defence Minister

Michael Portillo, having made a

fool of himself on a tank enter-
taining the troops, threatened to
the Bosnians if they

In case anyone (apart from the
Stalinist ‘Morning Star, which

- defends the Serb Chetniks) has
.~ forgotten, the Bosnian army is in
. Bosnia. It has made no threats to
. neighbouring countries. Its sol-
 diers are just fighting to return
 totheir homes.

US Assistant Secretary of

_ State Richard Holbrook IS pursu-

ing the London ‘contact group’
plan for the division of Bosnia
and Herzegovina. This would

. leave Serb nationalists control-
- ling half of Bosnia.

British withdrawal from
Gorazde lent weight to reports
that Serb forces would be
awarded this Bosnian town in
return for abandoning the siege
of Sarajevo. French premier
Alain Juppé proposed this in Bel-
grade when he was Foreign Min-
ister last year.

‘There’s no question of us
accepting any dilution of Bosnian
sovereignty, Bosnian Prime Min-

-ister Haris Silajdzic insisted.

Objections

Holbrooke has tried to meet
objections by saying that a Serb
statelet would remain within the
state of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
But the basic shape of the imperi-
alist carve-up plan remains unal-
tered — a Serb statelet with the
option later of joining Serbia, a

Croat nationalist dominated
Herzegovina, and a little Muslim
Bosnia in the middle.

Last week Holbrook had talks
in Athens with the Greek govern-
ment, which continues to back
Milosevic’s Serbia, hoping it will
retake Macedonia. The British
government has made sure of
Milosevic’s position at the talks,
ignoring his reponsibility for
unleashing chauvinism and war,
starting in Kosovo, which
remains under military rule.

It was the partition plans put
forward by Lord Owen and oth-
ers which encouraged aggression
and ethnic cleansing. The plans to
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concede yet more land to the
Chetniks are, as the Bosnian
ambassador said, rewarding
genocide.

The ethnic bantustans they
would enforce are against every-
thing the Bosnian people have
fought for in the past few years.
Nor would it end there.

One of the government’s fore-
most  ‘establishment’ critics,
former diplomat Sir Frances
Hibbert, warned a London meet-
ing last week that Western gov-
ernments were tending to accept
‘ethnic cleansing’ as inevitable
throughout the Balkans.

Phoney

So an unjust, phoney ‘peace’
now would prepare more wars.

But whatever is forced upon
Bosnia at the conference table
will not be the end of the story.

Bosnian General Mehmet
Alagic, whose forces are on
Mount Vlasic, says his men will
not give up the fight until they
can return to the homes from
which they were driven by the
Chetniks.

‘We have a few pacifists and
partitionists who don’t want the
war to go on. But my soldiers are
older now, and wiser, and some-
one who stands between them
and their home is their enemy’
(“Refugee army” vows to fight
on’, Ed Vulliamy, ‘Guardian’, 2
September). -

The international movement
of solidarity with the Bosnian
people is growing, and so is the
readiness of their supporters to
understand the issues and make
connections with their own
struggles. Nobody trusts the
‘statesmen’, the governments, the
‘great powers’ or the UN any-
more, and if that means starting
to build alternatives based on
‘ordinary’ working people, then it
is the beginning of wisdom.

Even+«an old Foreign Office
hand like Sir Francis Hibbert felt
compelled to tell his audience last
week that ‘the Opposition bears
as much responsibility as the
government’ for British policy. If
only the Opposition had
opposed!, he said.

If we want to help workers in
Bosnia, former Yugoslavia, and
the rest of the Balkans, who are
the only potential force that can
unite their countries, our respon-
sibility here is not just to preach
‘revolution’ from afar, like the
Socialist Workers Party.

We must mobilise real solidar-
ity like Workers Aid, fight our
government, and oust the rotten
Stalinist legacy in the labour
movement which has become a
Chetnik tumour.

Stop ethnic cleansing! For
the right of return!

Against imperialism and the
UN! Against ethnic partition!

For a united, independent

multi-cultured Bosnia and
Herzegovina!

Forward to a free, socialist
Balkan federation!

Morris, p2 x TUC, p3 » Mauritian Trotskyist, p4&5 x Sheffield cult, p6 * Workers Aid on NATO boming, p7 » Homeless, p8
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Once more on
the minimum
wage

THE Transport and General Workers Union
is to launch a campaign against ‘bad em-
ployers’. According to the union’s leader, Bill
Morris, these are employers currently paying
their workers less than £4 an hour.

In launching the campaign Morris stressed,
‘This is not a pelitical issue. This is not about the
Labour Party . . . it is about bad employers.” He
did not see the Labour position as ‘necessarily
relevant to this campaign'.

* % % % *x

Morris is clearly desperate to avoid any
clash with the leaders of the Labour Party. In
a statement that even by the standards of
the trade union leaders can only be de-
scribed as grovelling, Morris completely ac-
cepts the diktat of the Labour leader, ‘Mr
Blair has said that it is right and proper [!]
that the trade unions should bargain with the
employers and that is what we are doing.’
And what if Blair were to say that it was not
‘right and proper’?

As the London ‘Evening Standard’ com-
mented about the T&G campaign and a similar
one announced by the general union GMB
‘[They] will be welcomed by Labour which has
been trying to avoid a damaging row over the
Introduction of a statutory minimum wage.

Blair and company have adamantly refused
to name a wage level for which they will legislate
when they come into office.

Indeed Blair has. insisted that any minimum
wage will be fixed by a tri-partite body made_up
of employers, trade union leaders and the gov-
ernment. And when a figure is set it must take
‘economic conditions’ into account. That is, it
will be fixed at a level determined by the em-
ployers.

Morris has threatened the employers who pay
his members less than £4 an hour with industrial
action and has sunk £1 million into a special
‘dispute fund’. Morris intends to ‘name names’'.

But all this strong talk — and talk it will almost
certainly remain — is actually an evasion of the
real issues facing millions of low-paid workers.

B Some 300,000 members of the T&G are
earning less than £4 an hour. But there are mil-
lions, the majority women, quite outside the
trade unions who are earning even less. What is
to happen to them. How will Morris’s campaign
help them?

B Some workers, because of the strength of
their bargaining position are able to secure a liv-
ing wage. Others, such as the unskilled, again
because of market conditions, are not able to
force their employers to pay a living wage.

Millions are now working long hours, increas-
iIngly in more than one’'job, often under the most
appalling circumstances. Most of this latter
group are unorganised and the trade union
movement has in the main cynically neglected
them.

B And what about the unemployed? As Mor-
ris well knows, millions of workers are now per-
manently or semi-permanently unemployed.
What is to happen to them?

x* * * * *x

The only way in which the low-paid can be
united with their better paid brothers and sis-
ters is through a political campaign that es-
tablishes a statutory minimum wage — and
clearly £4 an hour is a ludicrously low figure
— to which all state benefits are related.

t 1s just such a political campaign that Morris
the trade union leadership refuse to lead
anC organse. either now under the Tories or un-

r any future Labour government.
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Workers Press Letter S

A one-sided
approach

SIMON PIRANI (Letters, 2 Sep-
tember) says he remains uncon-
vinced that ‘the defiant refusal of
the Tuzla workers to capitulate
to nationalist pressure’ will suc-
ceed in preventing a Serb-Croat
carve-up of Bosnia. For, he says,
‘we cannot avoid the fact that in
the struggle the working class
may yet pay dearly for the legacy
of Stalinism and the damage it
has done to the class’s conscious-
ness and organisation.’

I believe we have here a one-
sidedness which, if persisted in,
could be very dangerous but at
the same time one which goes to
the very heart of the problems
that we today face in the recon-
struction of the working class
and its leadership, that is, the
Fourth International.

For, in assessing the prospects
for the struggle in the former
Yugoslavia, or anywhere else for
that matter, it is not enough sim-
ply to point to the (undoubted)
damage that Stalinism has done
to the working class movement.

For to do so would be to miss
out the crux of the matter.
Namely that the collapse of Stal-
inism has released new forces in
the working class movement and
amongst intellectuals that trans-
form qualitatively the conditions
for the re-building of the work-
ing-class movement and the
Fourth International.

For decades the best elements
in the working class were
betrayed by the Stalinist
bureaucracy, not least because
that bureaucracy was able to
present itself as the heir and
defender of the Russian Revolu-
tion. No more.

- Stalinism has collapsed and
this creates a qualitatively new
situation that transforms all the
old relations between the work-
ing class and the ruling class and
thereby all the relations within
the working class. |

I say that comrade Pirani’s
position is dangerously one-sided
because it misses out the critical
fact that the Stalinist bureauc-
racy did not simply betray the
working class but in so doing it
simultaneously constituted the
main prop of imperialist rule for
the whole period since the end of
World War IL

The collapse of the Stalinist
bureaucracy has  therefore
undermined the major force on
which the relative stability of
capitalism has depended for the
past five decades and more.

So when (‘Comment’, 26
August) comrade Pirani says that
‘the imperialist powers are hard
at work for a “settlement” to
carve up Bosnia’, he forgets that
the imperialists are deeply
divided over their aims and poli-
cies in the Balkans. And it is the
collapse of Stalinism that has
been a potent factor in exacer-
bating these deep, and deepening,
divisions.

One final point, and for me the
most important. It is not a ques-
tion of abstract speculation about
the outcome of the struggle (‘T am
not convinced that this struggle
will succeed. . ; the working class
‘may yet’ pay dearly for the
legacy of Stalinism). Speaking
philosophically, this is the stand-
point of the isolated individual,
not that of revolutionary prac-
tice.

To put the matter a different
way: the worst outcome to the
struggle in the  former
Yugoslavia would be not the
defeat of Bosnia, terrible though
that would be.

The very worst situation
would be the absence of a
response in the working class
movement to the struggle for the
independence and integrity of

Bosnia. For given such an absence

the international working class
as a whole would sustain a seri-
ous defeat, with the continuity of
its struggle endangered.

But in Workers Aid, and in the
increasing support it is raising in
the working class movement,
there has been a revolutionary
response to the needs of the
working class of Bosnia.

Our central task is to build up
this movement by every possible
means, not to conjecture
abstractly (‘abstractly’ in the
sense of being outside of our own
purposeful activity) on the out-
come of the struggle.

And to organise and lead this
movement, without reservation,
on the firm understanding and
conviction that we do so in quite
unprecedented and favourable
conditions for the working class
and for the re-building of its
leadership.

Geoff Pilling
London W3

‘Readers are
owed an

apology’

I AM moved to write by the way
that Simon Pirani has been
treated by the last two issues of
Workers Press. He wrote an ini-
tial article (Workers Press, 26
August) of 26 column inches.

It was responded to by two,
comments — one from the editor
and one from Cliff Slaughter

- which covered about 46 column

inches. A week later comrade
Pirani produced a letter covering
about 14 column inches.

That copy of Workers Press
carried an assault on Simon of 38
column inches from Charlie Pot-
tins and 44 column inches from
Bob Archer.

It would not be so bad if the
point was to carry out a reasoned
discussion and to enlighten read-
ers of the paper. But much of the
comment was out of order.

Addressing any sympathiser
of the labour movement, let alone
a very long term member of the
WRP, in the way that comrade
Pottins does is inexcusable. I
would ask readers to take
another look at his words. He
starts with a paragraph that
drips with sarcasm.

The article later includes the
sentence ‘Still unclear Simon?
and continues in the vein that
Simon (an ex-editor of Workers
Press) is some kind of fool to be
patronised.

Bob Archer’s piece was also
over the top: ‘Simon wants us to
hare off suddenly on a hunt for
Croat fascists.’

This is not borne out by read-
ing either Simon’s original article
or his subsequent letter. His ref-
erence to the Croatian fascists did
not suggest that we rush off to
fight them at the expense of any
other struggle. Bob also said: ‘If
Simon thinks the existence or not
of fascist groups is the key ques-
tion. ... Nowhere did Simon say
that it is the key question.

I think that when Simon
wrote he meant what he said. I do
not attribute false motives. Yet
Bob Archer seems to make such
an attribution.

Simon said that he did not
equate the actions of Croatia in
Knin with that of the Serb
nationalists in Zepa and Sre-
brenica. This is turned into; ‘he is
equating Croat behaviour in the

More Letters
— page 7
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Krajina with Serb ethnic cleans-
ing’

This method of falsifying a
critic’s point of view for some
polemical purpose is very dan-
gerous.

Overall it seems to me that
Simon put down his thoughts and
concerns about Workers Press
coverage of a dramatic change in
the situation in  former
Yugoslavia. He admitted that he
was not an expert. As a reader of
Workers Press he has a right to
express his point of view and
concerns.

He deserves a serious and dig-
nified response and not the wild
excesses we have seen. I feel that
he now also deserves an apology
from the editorial board.

Moreover our readers also
need an apology. They need to
know that Workers Press will not
produce pages of attack on a
point of view., They need an
assurance that it will not vilify
and distort the ideas of critics.

Many long term readers will
know that Workers Press has
been fairer than any other left
paper in the way that it has dealt
with controversy. This well-de-
served reputation should not be
undermined now.

Geoff Barr
Exeter

Fascism In
ex-Yugoslavia

RAYMOND Challinor in his let-
ter (2 September) describes the
Serbian regime as not being fas-
cist. I don’t believe that Workers
Press throws around the term
‘fascist’ without having already
given this description a good deal
of thought.

If big business, as Raymond
states, is not behind the Milosevic
regime, then what are the capi-
talist countries of the West doing,
if they are not backing Serbia
(these Western states being

“backed by big business)? Also

backing Serbia are the intelli-
gentsia of that country, they give
Milosevic and his nationalist
cohorts credence.

What I object to in Raymond
Challinor’s article is the way he
examines the question of what is
happening in ex-Yugoslavia. Fas-
cism this is, but in a different
guise. To conclude that ex-Yu-
goslavia has to have the same
traits as Germany is, I believe, a
metaphysical way of analysing
the truth.

Things do not move in a circu-
lar manner starting at the begin-
ning and remaining the same
when events have moved full cir-
cle. Rather, events move in a spi-
ral and are forever changing.
Hence 1 believe that ‘ethnic
cleansing’ and the mass murder of
civilians is the form that fascism
takes today in ex-Yugoslavia.

Ken Singer
Dundee

The ‘bloody
awful’ RCP

THE Socialist Workers’ Party has
often been chasing its own tail
and displaying a characteristi-
cally wet stand on the Bosnia con-
flict. But they are not as bloody
awful as the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party. '

Ever since the outbreak of the
Yugoslavia conflict in 1991, the
RCP and its imp organ, ‘Living
Marxism’, have been the princi-
pal cheer leaders for the Serb
Chetniks on the left.

Joan Phillips, their so-called
Balkan specialist, has the unmiti-
gated gall to say that the RCP

SE London
WRP

Lecture series on
Marxist philosophy

Three: Historical
Materialism

Monday 18 September, Spm

141 Greenwich High Road
(near Greenwich Station)

of G. Healy

Workers Revolutionary Party/Workers Press meeting
10th anniversary of the expulsion
from the WRP

Saturday 7 October 1995, 2pm
Conway hall, Red Lion Square, London WC1
(Holborn Underground)

Doors open 1pm for refreshments

- Admission £1 (50p concessions)

does not take sides in the conflict,
but the lie to that is given by her
decision to put on a photographic
exhibition in London early in
1993 by a member of the Serbian
Academy of Sciences: Bojana
Isakovic.

The Serbian Academy of Sci-
ences played a leading role in the
revival of Chetnik fascism. It was
responsible for the notorious 1986
‘Memorandum’ which argued
that after the Liberation of
Yugoslavia in World War II an
‘alien’ (that is, federated) model of
Yugoslavia was imposed on the
Serbian nation.

The main culprit, the Memo-
randum stated, was the Yugoslav
Communist Party which had
blindly followed the Communist
International’s anti-Serb ‘policy
of revanchism, including geno-
cide’ during the war and by
endorsing the federal structure,
exposed the Serbs after to dis-
crimination.

Secondary culprits were the
Slovene Kardely and the Croat
Tito who ‘created a social and eco-
nomic order in accordance with
their needs and interests’ which
was inimical to the Serbs. The
1974 constitution was an anti-
Serb conspiracy.

More culprits came in the
form of domestic quislings: ‘the
hardened opportunism of gen-
erations of Serb politicians since
the war!

Branka Magas condemned the
Memorandum'’s ‘xenophobic
nationalism and Chetnik echoes.
Dragisa Pavlovic condemned it as
‘a primitive, anachronistic and
sick Serb consciousness, ignorant
and intolerant of Serb diversity.
Its understanding of national
equality betrays a bureaucratic
mentality — it is a moral nega-
tion of any true democracy in
Yugoslavia.

Dragisa Pavlovic is Serbian,
by the way.

But the company of such trea-
sonous clerks is entirely welcome
to Phillips. At that time (1993), an
exhibition by a Serb Academi-
cian was as welcome as one by a
member of Dr Goebbels’s Minis-
try of Propaganda would have
been in the late 1930s.

Joan Phillips is the Chetnik
answer to David Irving.

Tom Carter
Somerset

Index
Bookcentres

Central London
28 Charlotte Street,
London W1 1HJ
0171-636 3532

- Brixton
10-12 Atlantic Road,
London SW9 8HY
0171-274 8342

BOOKCELLAR

Secondhand basement
bookstore
POLITICS FICTION ARTS MEDIA
WOMEN'S STUDIES FILM
ARCHITECTURE EDUCATION

OPEN 11AM-6PM MON, TO SAT,
BELOW HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP
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'—fUC conference 1995

BY CLIFF SLAUGHTER
WRP secretary

THE TUC this week holds its
annual conference and its leading
body, the General Council, is hop-
Ing, as ever, to get it over with in
the usual routine way.

To treat the issues confront-
ing the working class as any-
thing like routine is always
dangerous, but today, in 1995, it
would be positively suicidal.

Britain is not the only country
in which anti-union laws have
been enacted in the last 20 years.

The capitalist class in every
country has discovered in experi-
ence that in today’s world it can-
not afford to tolerate an
organised working-class move-
ment which is independent of the
state and potentially able to unite
the various sections of the work-
ing class in their unions.

The right to strike, to picket,
dand to act in solidarity with other
workers in struggle have now
been abolished or severely
restricted in every major capital-
ist country.

For most of this century —
that is, throughout most of the
life of the TUC and Labour Party
— the capitalist class of the impe-
rialist powers like Britain had to
ind could afford to have trade
inions whose independence and
esources were protected by leg-
slation.

At the same time, there was
he gradual integration of the
inions into the capitalist state.
ut effectively, British imperial-
S in its long-drawn-out decline
n the 20th century had no option
ut to rule through the class col-
aboration of the trade union and
abour leaders, in or out of gov-
rnment office, '

Within  that framework,
rganised workers were able to
se their trade union strength to
reserve and advance their living
andards, often for long periods,
ad outside of economic slumps
ad depressions. But, as Trotsky
id, ‘every British worker has
n slaves working for him in the

llonies”

Today, trade unionists know

Ty well their ‘leaders’ in the
UC and the Labour Party have
) intention and no plan to work
r the repeal of the anti-union
ws. They did nothing to oppose
eir introduction and ten years
0 they did nothing for the min-
§ in their 1984-85 strike who
d to resist alone the blows of
® capitalist state machine
med with the beginnings of
pse laws,

Struggles

The working class faces in the
mediate future great problems
8 great struggles — probably
Ber a Labour government —
ere it will need to muster all
unity and independence, or-
Bisational and political. This
ans big changes.
Blair talks about a Labour
iy independent of the trade
pns — that is, independent of
working class — and free to

or hindrance. Blair should be told
that the working class certainly
needs to be independent of him
and his collaborators who lead
the Labour Party, of their friends
like Rupert Murdoch and the rest
of big business who expect Blair
to deliver the goods.

Questions

There are three outstanding
and inseparable questions facing
the working-class movement:

B What kind of struggle must
the working class prepare for,
and why, and against what en-
emy?

B Why has the existing TUC
leadership failed to prepare for
these struggles, and what can be
done about them?

B Why should the resources of
the trade unions, built in a cen-
tury and a half of struggle and
sacrificed, be used to support the
Labour Party?

A party that accepts and will
use the anti-union laws, and
wants to be completely independ-
ent of the unions — except to take
their money until there is state
funding of parties. A party that
has removed all mention of com-
mon ownership from its constitu-
tion. Why continue to feed the
mouth that bites you?

Blair proposes ‘partnership’
with employers. He refuses to fix
a figure for the minimum wage
until after consultation with
unions and employers. In other
words, it will be at a level ®m-
ployers say they can ‘afford’. How
is this different from the Tory
government’s policy on wages?

The Labour leader says its his
government’s job to govern — the
unions should stick to workplace
issues. But what of unemploy-
ment and sackings — the biggest
question? In Western Europe the
real figure for unemployment
tops 20 million people. In Britain
it’s well over 3 million.

Every capitalist mouthpiece is
now telling us the state can no
longer afford pension and unem-
ployment benefits to the growing
army of unemployed and old peo-
ple — as they also can’t ‘afford’
free trade unions and the right to
strike.

In reality it is the working
class that cannot afford capital-
ism. Capitalist development is ac-
celerating this process beyond
any control.

Two weeks ago, a merger in
the US created the world’s big-
gest bank. It has assets of $297 bil-
lion! This is capitalist ‘growth’.
Would a ‘partnership’ with this
employer reduce unemployment?
Since 1988, 52,000 bank workers
have been laid off — just in New
York. The latest merger — one of
many — is to lead to 100 of its 470
branches being closed. And in
Britain thousands of sackings
have taken place in banking.
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A Spanish dole queue: unemployment is no longer a temporary problem but is structural

— are the dominant, strongest,
richest part of capital in today’s
world. Their massive ‘rationalisa-
tions’ and its results for their
employees are not in any way ex-
ceptional.

Glaxo recently took over
Wellcome for £9.4 billion and last
week announced that 10,000 sack-
ings were needed.

‘The Times' has naively re-
ported that recent ‘srowth’ has
been in ‘labour-saving technol-
ogy’.

So this hectic capitalist
growth’ and concentration pro-
duces and will continue to pro-
duce a more pronounced trend
towards unemployment and pov-
erty.

Can trade unions fight these
employers, fight unemployment,

by sticking to workplace issues? -

Can they trust Labour’s ‘partner-
ship’ with these same big employ-
ers?

Today’s unemployment is not
temporary, not Marx’s ‘reserve
army of labour’. It is structural
permanent and will inevitably

ment that will be temporary. This
upward trend cannot be fought
except by policies which go from
resistance to closures and plant
occupations to the taking over of
the big monopolies and the banks
by the working class.

The same for the millions of
workers in the public service
unions. So long as these services
are made to work for profit — the
internal market’, privatisation,
Compulsory Competitive Ten-
dering, etc. — and are subject to
government cuts in capital’s in-
terests, they will continue their
catastrophic and agonising de-
cline.

The great banks and monopo-
lies which control industry and
finance are international. They
have the economic strength and
influence on governments to be
able fo dispense with thousands
of workers at a time.

The trade union movement
has to be organised internation-
ally if it is to be able to defend
any but the most elementary in-
terests of workers. Its resources

pe the ruling class without let But banks — finance capital grow. It is drops in unemploy- must be put to use at an interna-
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docks’ activist Colin Coughlin,

victimised in 1989, said: ‘These

men are living in fear. Anyone
Contesting dismissal is told not to

the end of the line

container ports, Thamesport, val-
ued at £150 million, is only
expected to fetch £30 million. No
one wants to buy Dover either.

Deregulation and privatisa-
tion have resulted in the loss of
lens of thousands of jobs, lower
pay, longer hours, more accidents
and little or no profits.
Ism's ‘market
1 the answer.
ition of these problems
e from an industry

forces’

e - _— = i

tional level. The trade union
movement must have socialist
policies aimed at the expropria-
tion of the multinationals.

To carry this out it needs a
new leadership. It is necessary to
organise politically in the unions;
to develop a leadership that takes
up the real issues and is able to
drive out and replace the existing
trade union bureaucracy.

Employers in every country
have had to press for anti-union
laws in response to the enormous
growth in concentration of capi-
tal, the tendency for the rate of
profit to decline, the necessity for
‘productivity’ increases, and the
serverity of monopoly competi-
tion. All this is compounded by
trade rivalries resulting from the
straitjacket of the nation state.

And, whether they know it or
not, with the collapse of Stalin-
1sm comes the need for even more
repressive laws and actions. The
fall of the Stalinist bureaucracy
has not created new vistas of
capitalist development, but great
economic problems for world
capitalism. Above all it removed
the Stalinist grip on the world
working-class movement.

Every political, social and
military explosion takes place in
the context of the collapse of the
old ‘world order’ where there is

no longer a Stalinist bureaucracy
to control these outbursts. No
Stalinist bureaucracy to manu-
facture a compromise in the in-
terest of ‘peaceful coexistence
and peaceful competition be-
tween the two systems’,

On the contrary, the recurrent
crises and explosions, inevitable
In the imperialist era, create
openings for the development of
an independent working-class so-
lution. Workers Aid for Bosnia,
now rallying real material sup-
port from sections of the trade
union movement, is the outstand-
ing example, a precious lesson on
which to build.

The TUC General Council is
shamelessly and scandalously im-
potent on this question — even
though nationalism, racism, ‘eth-
nic cleansing’ and the destruction
of multi-ethnic unity are poten-
tial weapons in the hands of the
capitalist class in every country
as the social crisis deepens.

The same goes for the Labour
Party leadership and the so-
called parliamentary ‘opposition’,
with a few honourable individual
exceptions.

Peace

The TUC bureaucracy and the
Labour Party leadership made
their peace with capitalism long
ago. This capitalism’s only future
1s to increase accumulation at the
price of the imposition of barba-
rous conditions of life. Even in
times of ‘peace’ it causes the ext-
inction of millions of people as in
Africa and before that Vietnam.

Blair is completing the Labour
Party’s transformation into a
‘party of government’ — 3 third
openly capitalist party separated
completely from the working
class.

Rightwing TUC leaders talk
about preserving and not risking
the resources of the trade union
movement by complying with
the anti-union laws. They want to
protect the funds that guarantee
their salaries, expense accounts,
company cars and top pension

schemes.

Like their counterparts in the
top echelons of big business, these
leaders protect their place in
capitalism. In government, the
career bureaucrats and politi-
cians will ‘transfer’ to director-
ships just as easily as their Tory
friends.

For two years, Workers Press
has been working for a labour-
movement-wide discussion on
the need for a socialist, working-
class party in these new condi-
tions, These matters need the
atientions of every worker and
socialist at the TUC,

Our Paper is open to all who
want to participate in this discus-
sion with the urgent purpose of
uniting all class-conscious work-
ers, youth and intellectuals in a
new, really socialist party.

A campaign should be started
now to call a conference early
next year of Trade Unionists for
a Socialist Party. There is no time
to lose.
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. many Bosnians, Workers Press
heir battle against partition as
of the war against fascism. We
evoked the 1936-39 Spanish Civil
in terms of international impor-

> arms embargoes, and the duty

e workers’ movement to take
. This upsets some people.
psnia is not Spain in 1936’ wrote

Callinicos in Socialist Worker

uly). True, of course: Spaniards
k wine, Bosnians drink slivovice,
this is 1995! In Spain, this thinker
ained, an elected government
I military rebellion led by reac-
iry nationalist generals whereas
)snia...er...

en lemgstone MP, left-wing
aalists like Christopher Hitchens
Francis Wheen, the socialist film-
or Ken Loach, and others - with a
ar background, have become
e defenders of the Bosnian cause,
irked Callinicos. He forgot to
lion his former comrade John
ier, who has written twice slat-
jocialist Worker’s ‘neutral’ line.
'here is the revolution in Bos-
. Callinicos demanded rhetoric-
‘where are the workers councils
nere are the popular militias? He
1t have asked where the Bosnian
ting class was. Not in Soctalist

ker, which kept quiet about the

to Britain by Tuzla trade union-
and efforts to build working-
 solidarity such as Workers Aid
the recent trade union convoy.
illing the Bosnian people’s sup-
ers ‘left-wing advocates of inter-
ion’, Callinicos didn’t mention
imperialist UN arms embargo,
ld by HM government and the
alist Workers’ Party. He even
dlerised what happened in Spain,
Ting to ‘the West’s failure to
'vene’ (ie. an arms embargo,
e Hitler and Mussolini helped
co); and ‘the Republican govern-
t's refusal to rely on and indeed
ralise the revolution’ (it crushed
ith the help of the Stalinists!).
n it comes to lying, the Socialist
kers’ Party are as bad as the Stal-
S.

- CHALLINOR (Letters, 2 Sep-
er) is nobody’s hack, but a
ected and well-liked socialist his-
in. Ray charges that ‘many left
adicals, including Workers Press,
piscuously fling around the word
ast”. It is in danger of becoming
2ly a term of general abuse.’
it the terminology of abuse is
ificant! Baroness Thatcher called
ga ‘communist’. Bosnian former
isans, like printworker Esad Jor-
wic (Workers Press, 7 May 1994)
professor Muhammed Filipovic
iugust 1995) say their people are
ting fascism’. ‘No, it’s the cru-
8" shouted a young Asian Muslim.
nk the Bosniansare right.
e don't say Serbia is ‘fascist’. Our
gan comrades warned it was ‘one
away from open dictatorship
it needs only a small transition
L to become a fascist dictatorship’.
F said the state used ‘fascist gangs
Oy Sesel] and Arkan’ against
Bcal opponents, as well as in Bos-
see discussion, ‘.‘x orkers Press 30
24 and letter from R. Pavlovig,

b as Hitler's Ge"mam which Ray
f as typical Nazi Germany dif-_
§ from Mussolini’s original, but
il both “fascist’ }Lcmr} does not
B iis=ll and no two countries are
pame’ Yot as :}a.e Temple said
Pl huccherv at Slebremca if
et Esmem what 1s” Without
g c=a aspects. there'd be
s T story . 2nd nothing
S = METIIME We mmust

Interview with Mauritian Trotskyist

RAMA VALAYDEN is a
young lawyer from
Mauritius who was
recently in Britain. He
spoke to Workers Press
about the situation in his
country, about the
campaign in defence of
Bosnia that has been
organised in Mauritius,
and about his own
political views

WP: I understand that you are a law-

yer visiting Britain on a case before
the Privy Council. How did you come
into contact with Workers Press?

RV: It is good that you asked me this
question, for it is an accident that I
came into contact with you. I asked
my friend to stop the car in front of
the non-stop picket for Bosnia near
Downing Street so that we could
meet the courageous soldiers who
were on the line. But the police
would not allow the car to stop and it
was only the next day that I got
there.

I was very impressed by the dedi-
cation of the members of the picket
line, who not only seem to unders-
tand the nature of the problem in
Bosnia, but also seem to be dedicated
to a fight against the system on a
world-wide level. This, the interna-
tionalist aspect of our fight, is very
important. Somebo®y on the picket
suggested that I rang you.

WP: Could you tell me something
about the group you have in Mauri-
tius?

RV: It is called the Association of
Mauritian lawyers. It was formed in
October 1993, following the increas-
ing interference of the executive in
Mauritius with the independence of
the judiciary.

A woman from Sri Lanka was
working in Mauritius as a foreign
worker. She was eight-and-a-half
months pregnant. The government
had included in the contract of all
foreign workers clauses prohibiting
them from marrying or from having
children.

The government wanted to deport
her, and the case went before the
Supreme Court in Mauritius. Even
before the case was heard by the
judge, who was well known for his
progressive stance, the prime minis-
ter and the interior minister pro-
posed her summary deportation.

There was a public outcry at this
abuse of human rights, and the fact
that the prime minster criticised the
judge in the National Assembly on
the basis of unfounded facts merely
added to the outrage.

The Mauritian Bar did nothing. I
was still a student barrister at the
time, but called on friends to decide
what we must do as a gesture of soli-
darity with a fellow worker from Sri
Lanka.

She was from a Tamil family, and
she was being sent back to a country
at civil war.

We had to decide whether to
respond on an ad hoc basis or to do
something more general. We decided
that we must have the courage of our
convictions and be committed to
what we believed in.

So a group of young radical law-
yers decided to launch an organisa-
tion after a meeting with students,
workers and other human-rights
activists.

WP: What were the aims of this
organisation?

RV: We decided that the goals of the
movement should be as follows:

1. To help build a world where
there will be no class system, where
there will be no frontiers, no racism
and no famine.

2. In Mauritius, to defend human
rights defined in their broadest
sense: the right to strike, the right to
a job, the right to proper health care,
the right to a fair environment, the
right to de-select MPs. We aimed to
go more and more towards the par-
ticipation of people in their own
affairs.

3. We had two further pet sub-
jects: in the first place to fight
against the death penalty in Mauri-
tius.and elsewhere; and second to
humanise the country’s penal system.
Since then we have been able to
build a group of some 75 full mem-
bers.

WP: Tell me something about Mauri-
tius.

RV: It is a small island of about 720
square miles, with a population of
some 1.1 million people. It obtained
its independence from the British in
1968. It is part of the British Com-
monwealth, although it became a
Republic in 1992. Its highest court of
appeal remains the Judicial Council
of the Privy Council in London,
which sits at 11 Downing Street, near
to the non-stop picket.
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Mauritius and t

Until the late 1970s we had a
monoculture, the economy being
dependent almost entirely on the
sugar industry, which is controlled
by 13 families. Nearly all of them are
of French descent, what we call
Franco-Mauritians. They comprise
only 1 per cent of the population.

In the early 1970s, a serious
attempt was made to attract tourists.
Tourism is now a booming industry,
with 600,000 visitors a year, coming
mainly from France, Britain, Ger-
many and South Africa. This indus-
try is almost entirely controlled by
the 13 families.

In the 1980s, the countries of
south-east Asia, including Hong
Kong, began to invest in the textile
industry, which in the last ten years
has become the country’s largest
export earner.

Like the rest of the economy, the
textile industry is now controlled by
the Franco-Mauritians.

WP: I understand that a lot of Mauri-
tians are now living abroad, many in
Britain?

RV: Some 300,000 Mauritians are
currently forced to live abroad. In
the 1960s, the fight for the independ-
ence of Mauritius took place not
along ideological lines, but along
communal lines.

Mauritius is a very mixed coun-
try, with people coming originally
from many parts of the world.

You have Hindus, Muslims, a small
Buddhist community, as well as a
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Christian community; there are peo-
ple of Indian, African, and Chinese
origin.

The Hindus voted for independ-
ence, with the non-Hindus voting
against. When Mauritius obtained
independence in 1968, the non-
Hindus made every effort to leave
the country because they were
frightened of being what they called
‘Indianised’ and many therefore left
for France, Australia and Britain.

But about the same time, with the
economy in a very poor state, the
government set up a ministry for
emigration. They encouraged people
to leave the country, on the grounds
that it was over-populated.

They succeeded in sending a lot of
people to France and Britain, both of
which in the late 1960s and early
1970s were looking for cheap labour.
Today there are officially about
60,000 Mauritians in Britain, but the
figure is definitely higher.

In London they are concentrated
mainly in the Seven Sisters, High-
bury and Finsbury Park areas and in
the south in Tooting Balham and
Clapham, where they have tradition-
ally worked in the local hospitals.
They are concentrated in low-wage
jobs, although some have managed to
buy houses, but these like others are
faced with the consequences of fall-
ing property prices.

WP: Could you tell me something
about Bosnia and the activities of
your group in connection with this
issue?




Workers Press Saturday 9 September 1995 PAGE

he fight for Bosnia

LV: You remember that we stand for
- world without racism, and we feel
hat an injury done to anyone in the
vorld is an injury done to us.

When the Bosnian crisis occurred
ve believed that, after analysing the
ituation in the Balkans, that it is
gain a struggle against fascism. This
risis has been spurred on especially
y the IMF, by its policies imposed
n Yugoslavia to ‘liberalise’ its
conomy.

When we received information
bout the ethnic cleansing it was
lear, especially to people living in
he sort of society we have in Mauri-
ius, that we support all those being
ppressed in the former Yugoslavia.

We felt we had to alter pubic
pinion about the true issues there
nd to explain to the people of Mau-
itius that it not a Muslim problem
r a problem of Islam, but one that is
ascist in nature and fascist in sub-
tance. We also explained the need to
eform the United Nations.

VP: A lot of people in Britain —
‘'ony Benn, the SWP and so on —
ave seen this as a civil war. What is
our view about this?

L V: It is very simplistic to look at it
n that way. If we equate ‘ethnic
leansing’ to a civil war, we are look-
ng for an excuse to do nothing.

We know very well that this is not

civil war: there have been strikes
y workers, even in Serbia, and they
ave been well supported by people
fall ethnic origins.

We are now seeing the Milosevic
regime whipping up all possible
fears about the defects of the system
and using this as a tool in order to
keep their system in place.

WP: What did you do in practice
about Bosnia?

RV: We called a meeting of students,
who were on holiday at the time, as
well as people from a variety of
organisations. It was from the
youngsters in fact, 16- and 17-year-
olds, that the initiative came. We felt
we must have a quick demonstration
to judge the amount of support that
we had.

Within ten days we had held 20
meetings up and down the island and
two days before the demonstration
we held a big meeting in Port Louis,
the capital, which was attended by
nearly 800 people. This was very
good, given the short notice. Every-
body wanted to have their say.

Two days later we held the dem-
onstration which, according to the
police, attracted more than 3,000 peo-
ple.

Leaders of different political par-
ties came along because they sensed
an upsurge in popular support and,
believing in the electoral system,
they knew they had to try and get
support, make a certain capital out of
it. So they joined the demonstration.

WP: What were the demonstration’s
slogans?

RV: They were ‘Stop fascism!; ‘No
ethnic cleansing!; ‘Arm the Bosnians'
In fact we are agreed that the Bosni-
ans can defend themselves, that the
sanctions on arms should be lifted.

The young people, perhaps look-
ing at it from a Third World point of
view, wanted the resignation of the
secretary-general of the United
Nations, for being a passive witness
to the events in Bosnia.

We didn’t want to stop with the
demonstration. On 2 September we
are holding a one-day seminar to
explain to all those who have come to
the defence of Bosnia what the real
issue is. It is important, when people
join you for different reasons, that
we know why we are fighting on
Bosnia and how this fight can be
linked internationally.

We are preparing for 24 October a
big demonstration, accompanied by
an exhibition, which will be called
Solidarity with the Oppressed of the
World. It will range from, of course,
Bosnia to the Tamils of Sri Lanka
and the Aborigines of Australia.

WP: You said to me earlier that you
had come into contact with the ideas
of Trotsky?

RV: It was when I was 12 and at
school. We had a teacher dealing
with world affairs. When it came to
the 1917 Russian Revolution, he told
us that the main figures were Lenin,
Stalin and Trotsky. When we asked
him what had happened to Trotsky,
why he was forced to leave the coun-

try, he was not able to explain. My
inclination was to want to know
what had happened to him.

This was a catalyst for me to learn
more about Trotsky, and I wrote to
my cousin in France and asked him
to send me all the books he could
about this man Leon Trotsky.

That was when I first started to
read and find out about his assassi-
nation. That I discovered his real
name was a matter of real ego for me.
I used to go up to people and say:

-‘What is the real name of Trotsky? I

was proud that I knew it and others
didn’t.

As somebody very young the real
idea in Trotsky that attracted me
was that of the Permanent Revolu-
tion. I was then a young person in
revolt, with myself but also with the
family. Then slowly, as you grow-
older, the more you become con-
vinced that what will really matter
in this world is the idea of Perma-
nent Revolution.

After the fall of the Berlin Wall
and the near-collapse of Stalinism
throughout the world, with a few
remnants here and there, it is clear
that we cannot transform the world
in isolation.

In a small country like Mauritius,
we are more aware of the idea of the
Permanent Revolution and the need
to link hands with people and work-
ers around the world.

WP: So your group sees itself as a
Trotskyist group?

RV: The group is inspired a lot by
the work of Trotsky, especially the
idea of the Permanent Revolution.
But we are very short of books and
materials on Trotsky. Many are not
available and we will have to trans-
late them into Creole, which is an
oppressed language. English is still
taught to a primary level, but hardly
any ordinary people use it. But the
idea is that French and English must
still be taught.

WP: Do you know much about the
history of the Trotskyist movement,
about the various divisions that have
occurred within it? '

RV: This is one of the problems.
When we go abroad we have a ten-
dency to lump everybody together.
When we see a newspaper that is
Trotskyist we will read it without
knowing what happened in the
Fourth International. If you come to
stay in Britain for a short time it is
difficult to differentiate one group
from another.

WP: Thank you for the interview,
and I hope that from now on we will
be able to collaborate closely.

RV: I look forward to that and to
somebody coming to visit us in Mau-
ritius. We must meet again when I
return to Britain — in October or
next January.

The Edinburgh Film Festival by Terry Brotherstone

Bosanci u Edinburgu

AS THE last flames flickered into the
nothingness of the night air, and the
actors lined up to take their bows,
Nermin Omic pushed his way
through the audience bearing flow-
ers. He presented them to each mem-
ber of the cast. The applause
redoubled.

It was more than a routine end-of-
run ceremony. Fine weather and
good reviews had brought the audi-
ence, during last month’s Edinburgh
Fringe festival, to a school play-
ground to see Carmen Funebre (Fu-
neral Song), an award-winning,
40-minute piece of street theatre by
the Polish Teatr Biuro Podrozy. A
burning indictment of over half a
century of oppression in Europe, it
put to shame the hypocritical com-
placency of much of the recent Brit-
ish VE and VJ Day celebrations.

It was also inspired by, and cre-
ated alongside, Bosnian refugees —
hence the connection with Nermin
Omic. He is a member of the
National Theatre Tuzla, which, ear-
lier in the week, had completed a
five-day bus journey across Europe
to perform in Edinburgh. As he pre-
sented the flowers, the greasepaint
was barely wiped from his own face.
An hour or two earlier, he had
played the king in Zlatko Jugovic’s
Requiem for Ricardo at the Demarco
European Art Foundation a few hun-
dred yards away.

Carmen Funebre is a distillation,
and a heightening, of the best in the
physical theatre Polish companies
have been bringing to Edinburgh
festivals since impresario Richard
Demarco began staging their work
in the 1970s.

Huge threatening figures on stilts,
human embodiments of camp watch-
towers, beam flashlights over the
audience and select their victims,
who are hounded, stripped, and
driven through the gates. The gates
of Auschwitz? The gates of Hell?

Later there are flaming torches,
and much conflagration. The clothes
of victims burn. At the end the gates
are torched. Is this a symbol of hope
— of the oppressor’s fires turned
against him? Or of ultimate destruc-
tion, total despair?

The ambiguity, the open-ended-
ness, the challenge, is there earlier
too, when small parchment houses,
lit by candles from within, are tied to
children’s balloons and floated capti-
vatingly into the dark sky, borne by
the east-coast wind towards the sea.

Is this tender image a cruel decep-
tion, a symbol of the unending exile
of the human spirit? Or is it a mes-
sage of survival and of hope? So
much bitter Polish history, and so
much present Bosnian horror, is
compressed into these few minutes.

Requiem for Ricardo is a warning
too, but the Bosnians’ theatrlcal
method is dlfferent

Their play is a broad-brush sétire,

lampooning arbitrary authority,
with its need for outward display to
mask inner insecurity, for ministe-
rial sycophancy, and for sexual sub-
servience. The many virtues of the
Demarco European Art Foundation
do not include the provision of
English-language synopses, but the
main points come over even to the

hngmstlcally challenged.

Tt is influenced by Shakespi
Macbeth, playwright Zlatko J ugovfb
told me. ‘Ricardo is a king from the
Balkans, and the play is about power
and what someone exercising it does,
or rather what he doesn’t do. He has
characteristics drawn from Hitler
and from Mussolini. He is fascist and
nationalist. He symbolises what is
happening in the Balkans now.

‘But audiences should not be
deceived. It can happen in any other
country. ... The show is intended to
be a warning against militarism,
totalitarianism, fascism’

Requiem is popular with audi-
ences in the Tuzla area, says Jugovic,
but he adds wryly that there are
exceptions. ‘People in power often
pretend they cannot understand it. It
is saying to them: “Do not become
like Ricardo!”

Jugovic, Nermin Omic, and other
cast members, also spoke about their
theatre in Tuzla. It was founded in
1896 and has been operating ever
since. Five plays run in repertory,
war or no war. But there have also

- been performances taken to soldiers

at the front.

The repertoire is a mixture of
classical and modern plays. Shakes-
peare is popular, especially his plays
about the corruption of authority.

‘The war must stop sometime,
says Omic. ‘All we want is for people
to be able to live their own lives. In
Tuzla, except for those poisoned by
the politics of the war, we live nor-
mally together. We don’t care what
nationality anybody is, or what their
ethnic originsare.’

The theatre is very important, the

I'E_ﬁ.

" their

others explain. ‘There is no big cin-
ema in Tuzla, so it is the only public
entertainment. We often perform
comedies and people need them.

The opportunity to visit the Edin-
burgh Festival, on the invitation of
Demarco and Linda Graham of the
European Art Foundation, is much
apprecmted

It is the company’s flrst chance to
perform outside Bosnia-Herzegov-
ina, and, on the way home, they are to
play in Leicester, London, Paris,
Verona and Vienna. Members of

youth theatre were also in
Edinburgh, performing their own
pieces and collaborating in a joint
project with pupils at a Lothian
school. They all hope to come again.
As the Tuzla performers were
travelling to Edinburgh, the Film
Festival was also paying its tribute
to their country’s struggle. Its open-
ing gala — Ken Loach’s Land and
Freedom — was attended by Elma
Hadziredzepovic and Almir Palata of
Sarajevo’s War Cinema Apollo, in
town to select movies for the second,
week-long, Edinburski Filmski Fes-
tivai u Sarajevu (Edinburgh Film
Festival in Sarajevo), later this year.
And Film Festival director Mark
Cousins gave a prominent slot to a
two-hour Bosnia Debate, at which
Jill Craigie’'s documentary, Two
Hours from London was followed by
a discussion. This included a fine
exposition of the historical context
of the present war by Noel Malcolm,
author of Bosnia: a Short History,
and a supporter of the Alliance to

Defend Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Two days later, a meeting
organised by an Edinburgh Bosnia
Support Group, supported by Work-
ers Aid for Bosnia, attracted over 50
people. They included Eddie Harri-
son, a Glasgow teacher who recently
went to Mostar and, with Mondo
Ghulam, made a video-film A Jour-
ney into Bosnia (later afforded a spe-
cial Film Festival billing by Cousins);
and, as a main speaker, Bill Speirs,
assistant secretary of the S{'.‘Ottlsh
TUC, recently returned from Tuzla
himself. There were speakers too
from the Tuzla theatre.

The Demarco European Art Foun-
dation — which this year mounted
performances in Dundee and Fife as
well as in Edinburgh — was again
the focus of Eastern European work
at the Festival. The Belarus company
Freestage Theatre did a terrific,
pared-down version of Shakes-
peare’s Richard III,in which a drag-
ging sleeve was all that was required
to suggest the schizoid Kking’s
deformities. Of two Serbian compa-
nies, I saw Z Theatre’'s The Midge,an
escapist, exuberant reworking of a
Renaissance comedy (‘The trouble
with these plays, remarks the com-
pere in excellent English, ‘is that you
can never tell who is bonking
whom!).

Elsewhere, at the Churchill The-
atre, Kiev’'s Golden Gate Theatre
performed Murder, an intense, com-
pressed version of Dostoevsky’s
Crime and Punishment.. The com-
mitted, collective style of acting from
such companies remains prospekts
ahead of what we normally see in
Western Europe.
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A timely
antidote

A DROUGHT, in the sense of a
shortage of water, there may or
may not have been this summer.
But of ballyhoo to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of the end of

World War 1II there has been no

drought at all, but an-absolute
flood.

And what a spate of chauvin-
istic and racist poison it has
unleashed, this drum-banging,
flag-waving campaign directed
largely against the Japanese, as if
all other imperialist armies were
composed of Galahads — and as if
that supreme atrocity, the
nuclear obliteration of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki and
most of their inhabitants, had
never happened.

This state-sponsored, media-
circulated poison criés out for an
antidote. Which makes Raymond
Challinor’s timely and iconoclas-
tic book The Struggle for Hearts
and Minds: Essays on the Sec-
ond World War (Whitley Bay,
Bewick Press, £5.95) so welcome.

This book tears down many
veils that have long concealed the
truth about a war that was sup-
posed to be against fascism and
for freedom and democracy but
in fact was nothing of the kind.

So it is essential reading for all
who want to know what was
really going on in those six
bloody years when ruthless and
deceitful governments were
sending a generation of young
men to slaughter and be slaugh-
tered, while press and radio were
muzzled by censorship and used
for the blackest of black propa-
ganda,

Challinor- the

has made

1939-45 period his own, and this.

short book — some of the essays
in which were first published in
various periodicals, including
Workers Press — offers only the
first fruits of lengthy research
that will in the fullness of time, I
gather, yield a longer and more
comprehensive study.

Challinor places centre-stage
a great many unsung heroes, such
as the workers at a Manchester
furniture factory who downed
tools in April 1940 to force the
reinstatement of a workmate
sacked because he refused to reg-
ister for military service (though
in the same month Yeovil glass-
workers took a different view,
and went on strike because they
wouldn't work alongside a con-
scientious objector).

Another unsung hero was con-
scientious objector Private Ken-
neth Makin, who left prison
declaring that he still wouldn'’t do
military service. His army com-
rades hailed his courage in defy-
ing the brass hats; as they put it,
he had shown that he wasn’t pre-
pared to eat chicken shit.

Then there was the Brighton
Medical Officer of Health, Dr R.L.
Worrall, who put out a leaflet
denouncing the decision to
evacuate London children to
Brighton. He was fined £100 and
sacked — but was swiftly rein-
stated when a German bomb on a
Brighton cinema during a chil-
dren’s matinée killed many of the
evacuees. |

Challinor devotes a chapter to
the odd case of George Arm-
strong, a merchant seaman from
Newcastle upon Tyne and alleg-
edly a member of the Communist
Party of Great Britain — though
Challinor strongly doubts this.

Armstrong had apparently
jumped ship in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts, where undercover
British agents, working in
cahoots with the FBI, saw him
talking with a German official in
a public park. Though the US was
neutral, Armstrong was extra-
dited and executed in July 1941 —
the first of 16 British subjects
hanged as spies during the war.

According to a shipmate who
had sailed with Armstrong on his
last voyage, the real purpose of
his execution was to persuade
British seafarers — 500 of whom
had attended an unofficial meet-
ing in Baltimore to protest
against poor pay, food, and condi-
tions — to keep to themselves
their opinions about the war.
at interest is a chapter

PERSONAL
COLUMN

‘called ‘Franco’s Spain: Britain's

Silent Friend. Amongst other

shameful episodes, this shows

how former Spanish Republican
soldiers in Britain were treated
like criminals, 500 of them being

‘held in a prisoner-of-war camp in

Lancashire even after the end of
the war.

And when 136 refugees from
fascist Spain turned up at British
ports the Labour government,
because these men and women
had no papers, sent them back to
face probable torture and death.

Six who jumped overboard
were fished out of the water and

sent back to Spain by air. And

this at a time when German war
criminals were being admitted to
Britain because of the contribu-
tion they might make to British
industry.

Challinor’s final chapter, on
‘The Origins of the Cold War’
comments that the Big Three —
Churchill, Roosevelt, and Stalin
— ‘displayed a barbaric deprav-
ity reminiscent of the worst of
the Roman emperors.

At first glance these are strong
words, but when you read Challi-
nor's quotations from the
exchanges at the 1944 Tehran
conference and the 1945 Yalta
conference they turn out to
understate the case, if anything.

And behind the agreement to
kill an unlimited number of Ger-
mans and carve up Germany lay
‘an even greater kinship of inter-
ests: the desire to crush revolu-
tionary forces that were
emerging in every country as the
war drew to a close’,

AN ADMIRABLE feature of this
book is its inclusion of a dozen or
so contemporary political car-
toons, including one from the
Trotskyist Socialist Appeal, one
from the Glasgow Forward, and
four from the anarchist War
Commentary. -

Though for the most part
crudely drawn, these all have a
sharp class bite to them, as in the
ILP’s Netw Leader cartoon where
a top-hatted, cigar-puffing capi-
talist tells a British Tommy: ‘GO
— my boy, defend your freedom
and MY CASH!"

‘This is your quota’ says the
billeting officer in the Socialist

'Appeal cartoon as he ushers child

evacuees into a house on Workers’
Avenue while behind him the
Hotel de Luxe (‘service day and
night, every modern comfort’)
stands undisturbed by evacuees.

. Also reproduced is a leaflet
reprinted from the April 1942
issue of Socialist Appeal show-
ing, with gruesome photographs,
that Japanese troops had
beheaded Chinese soldiers in
Manchuria in the early 1930s and
British troops had beheaded Bur-
mese freedom-fighters in the
same period, putting their heads
on public display to terrorise the
rest of the population.

IN CONCLUSION, I have to point
out two flaws:

A word (‘close’, I suppose), is
obviously missing from a sen-
tence on page 30 stating that in
1940, during the Finnish war,
‘Anglo-French and German
forces came to fighting against
the Soviet Union’. |

The absence of an index is a
great pity. An index would have
added little to the cost of produc-
ing this book, and much to its
utility.

But these are venial flaws in
what is a major contribution to
our understanding of a conflict in
which, as the German socialist
Karl Liebknecht said in an ear-
lier imperialist war, the enemy
was at home.

It still is.

peter Fry®

Edinburgh Festival Fringe

iR

One of the most striking performances at this year’s Edinburgh Festival Fringe was not strictly a ‘performance’ at all.

‘Play’ to arouse awareness
of death in

Stephanie Lightfoot Bennett, Jeremy Weller’s 20/52 plays, or rather is, herself in a production during which art and real life
merge uncomfortably. Performed at the Traverse Theatre, it tells of Stephanie’s efforts to establish the truth about the
death of her brother Leon in a Denton police remand cell at 1.20am on 27 November 1992. Her description of the state of
the body, and of the ensuing legal cover-up, is almost mind-numbing. She has been waiting since November 1994 to hear
if a date will be set for a third inquest. In the ‘play’ she bares her own crisis with a frankness which shocks, in an effort to
arouse public awareness. At the end, she steps out of the drama and addresses the audience straight: she will have the
truth, she insists, and until she gets it, ‘I’m going to keep doing this play.’

Photo: Bruno Beloff

ldeological crisis behind

Sheffield’s cult scandal

FROM A SHEFFIELD
CORRESPONDENT

‘A BODY BLOW’ to the Church of
England, claimed a Guardian
headline (23 August) as more rev-
elations of sexual abuse, psycho-
logiclal manipulation and
financial ‘sacrifice’ emerged in
the Sheffield Nine o’clock Service
scandal. NOS, as it is called, has
been revealed to be a religious
cult with all the classic character-
istics, nurtured within the estab-
lished Church of England.

Victims were said to be in ‘safe
houses’; villains didn’t know if
they were ‘victims’ too. Help-lines
were buzzing, counsellors were
counselling. People, of course,
were talking to the tabloids.

When the story broke it made
the first item on BBC 1l's Six
o’clock News and provoked a dis-
cussion among experts on BBC 2s
Newsnight.

The cult’s personality, the
Reverend Chris Brain, went into
hiding and ended up in an expen-
sive mental hospital.

A tricky problem for the red-
faced church hierarchy is to find
an explanation of how these
practices could have gone on
under thier noses.

Brain had been disciplined 18

months previously and had been

placed outside the ‘aegis’ of the
Sheffield diocese. The Sheffield
Archdeacon, the Venerable
Stephen Lowe, says he had
received allegations of sexual
abuse last April.

The church was also aware
that a trust fund had been set up
to support the radical alternative
‘service’ and that it contained sev-
eral hundred thousand pounds —
all donated by followers of the
cult. ;

Brain lived well. He ran an

expensive car with a mobile

phone, had expensive holidays
and wore designer clothes. He
was donated an £80,000 house,
which he sold, and had the use of
or was given another £200,000
house.

Meanwhile many- of his fol-
lowers impoverished themselves
by huge tithes from thier wages
and salaries. Others moved to
Sheffield, especially to the
Crookes area, to be near to the
‘mother church’ of St Thomas.
Some gave up thier jobs for the
cult.

If the church hierarchy didn’t
know about the goings on, the
people of Crookes and surround-
ing neighbourhoods certainly did
know the St Thomas nutters.

The changes that took place in
the area in the late 1970s laid the
groundwork for the scandal
Crookes, an old artisan working-
class area to the north west of the
city with an ageing population,
suddenly began to attract many
younger middle-class university-
educated couples who deliber-
ately chose to live in the area to
attend St Thomas’s church.

Nearly all of them had under-
gone a ‘conversion’ process while
at university and had been in
contact with sinister sects and
groups like the American-in-
spired ‘Navigators’. In fact the
Sheffield University chaplain at
the time had warned the authori-
ties and students union about the
activities of this sect.

St Thomas is an early
17th-century mock Saxon church
at the centre of what was old
Crookes village. In the late 1970s
it was virtually rebuilt with lav-
ish extensions, all financed by

parishioners’ donations. At the’

same time it established itself as
the nationally-known centre for
the evangelical and charismatic
wing of the Cof E.

Indeed, the last incumbent is

now heading up a ‘Carey’s Decade
of Evangelism’ campaign.

It was into this charged atmos-
phere that Brain arrived, and
then flourished, in the early 1980s.
Anglicanism’s long-term decline
provides ideal opportunities for
contemporary witchdoctors and
charlatans like Brain to operate.

To attract young people, get
bums on pews, and bring a gen-
eration to its knees, is an attrac-
tive proposition  to the
increasingly isolated, schism-
riven clergy.

In fact the Brain scandal has
exacerbated the crisis and the
capitalist media are very much
aware of this. Brain’s mixture of
rave music, New-Age gibberish,
hi-tech-induced hysteria was a
heady brew the church authori-
ties were prepared to live with as
long as nothing went wrong or, to
put it more cynically, as long as
no one got caught. In fact many of
the hierarchy attended the NOS
and saw it as a model for other
initiatives in Glasgow and
Gloucester.

Scholastic

Former archbishop of York Dr
John Hapgood made the typically
scholastic distinction between
the public ministry, which was
approved of, and the personal
ministry, which was condemned.
Brain will no doubt be defrocked
and, if someone comes forward to
the police, possibly prosecuted.
But these events’ significance?

There has been a great deal of
sociological theorising about
sects and cults, but what of thier
political significance at this time?

For the Guardian (editorial, 25
August) there was a clear politi-
cal lesson: ‘First, what the church
is grappling with here is affect-
ing all society. Political parties
and trade unions are experienc-

ing exactly the same difficulties
in overcoming young people’s
distrust and disillusionment with
all institutions and thier dislike
of hierarchy and organisations.’

The fact that a radical alterna-
tive, tacitly supported by the
establishment, abused them more
ruthlessly than the conventional
forms of traditional religion is
seen as a dangerous blow to the
status quo.

This is the perspective of the
liberal establishment, but what is
far more dangerous to the work-
ing class and the left is that con-
siderable sections of middle-class
youth and young adults are being
drawn into the orbit of irration-
alist and ‘charismatic’ decadence.

The ideological point was
made quite succinctly by a
woman priest on television when
she claimed there was a rejection
of the protestant Enlightenment
rationalism and a search for a
nore emotionally-oriented faith.
If she fully understood what she
was saying — and I doubt it —
she and those like her are reject-
ing the foundations of the British
ruling class’s hegemony and its
roots in the work of the philoso-
phers Francis Bacon (1561-1626)
and John Locke (1632-1704).

This is a sign of the real degen-
eration of Anglicanism. The syn-
cretic, rag-bag theology of Brain's
‘planetary theology’ — a mish-
mash of ecology, eastern mysti-
cism, sexual hysteria and a host of
other reactionary ingredients —
has more serious and disturbing
significance than the titillating
coverage of the bourgeois media
has given it. Syncretic ideologies
are the stuff of fascism.

The fact that quite large num-
bers of young, predominantly
middle-class people are suscepti-
ble to this kind of poison should
be a warning of what could be to
come.



NATO acts — to divide
Bosnia-Herzegovina

Resolution adopted by
Workers Aid for Bosnia,
Saturday 2 September

THE torment of the people of
Sarajevo continues with another
barbaric massacre inflicted by
the Chetniks — the Serbian
nationalists and fascists. The slow
death of the ancient city and its
culture has aroused feelings of
anger and sympathy in millions
of people around the world.

The ‘reprisals’ by NATO and
the UN for the massacre — shell-
ing the Chetnik positions — were
welcomed by many people. ‘At
last the UN has decided to act’

Certainly the UN and NATO
have acted — but not to help the
people of Bosnia-Herzegovina,
The raids are the newest tactic by
the UN, NATO — and the Great
Powers they represent (Britain,
France, the US and Russia) — to
blackmail the people of Bosnia-
Herzegovina into accepting the
ethnic partition of their country.

Under the guise of bringing
‘peace’, the Great Powers propose
a solution to the war identical to
that sought by the nationalists
and fascists.

In 1992, people in Bosnia-
Herzegovina voted for a constitu-
tion giving equal rights to all citi-
zens in a multi-ethnic society. It
is this society that is being de-
fended by the people of Bosnia-
Herzegovina (falsely called ‘Mus-
lims’ by the media) against an ag-
gressor that sought to tear people
apart and drive them into ethnic
ghettos or ‘bantustans’.

As the first attacks on multi-
cultural society took place, the
UN imposed an arms embargo on
the region in the full knowledge
that the aggressors had a plenti-
ful supply of weapons from the
Serbian-controlled Yugoslav Na-
tional Army — the fourth largest

force in Europe. For the first two -

years of war UN governments re-
fused to take any action against
the Serbian nationalists as they
brought death and destruction to
Sarajevo and the rest of Bosnia-
Herzegovina.

Massacre

A massacre in the Sarajevo
market in March 1994 (the same
spot as the recent outrage) was
the pretext for moving UN forces
into positions around the
besieged city. The people of Sara-
jevo hoped this would end their
nightmare.

In fact the UN forces rather

Letters
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Bosnian people flee the ethmc cleansmg of Srebrenica

than lifting the seige of Sarajevo
became accessories to the besieg-
ing Chetnik forces, preventing
Bosnian government troops from
breaking through the aggressor’s
lines. The UN used their control
of food supplies to keep the city
in a state of starvation and de-
pendency.

The presence of the UN with
its huge military resources made
no difference to the Chetnik gun-
ners: the starvation continued,
the isolation continued.

But despite everything the
Bosnian army began to beat back
the nationalist forces and started
to win support from people
around the world for their stand
against fascist genocide and eth-
nic division. The refusal of the
UN to defend their so-called ‘safe
havens’ led many people to sup-
port the right of the Bosnjgns to
obtain arms to defend them-
selves,

The UN and NATO have acted
not in response to the plight of
Sarajevo but to try and head off
this growing movement in
defence of multi-cultural society
and the right of all people to live
together in peace. This movement
was recently given a tremendous
boost by the defeat of the Chet-
niks in Croatia and the raising of
the seige of Bihac — something
that the UN with all its military
might said was impossible.

NATO and the UN have
changed their tactics but not

their goal. The latest massacre in

the Sarajevo market — in which
Serbs, Muslims and Croats all

More Letters
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died — is being used by the Great
Powers to advance their plans for
Bosnia: the creation of ethnic
ghettos ruled by various nation-
alist politicians subservient to
the Great Powers. This is their so-
called ‘new world order’.

The UN and NATO forces

‘responded’ to the new atrocity.

But the shells were not aimed at
stopping the Chetnik nationalist
aggression and the timing had lit-
tle to do with the massacre.
Where was the response to the
Tuzla massacre of 72 people in
May or the murder of thousands
in Srebrenica only weeks ago?

Action

The NATO action was
designed to force all parties at the
current Paris negotiations to
accept the US ‘peace plan’ based
on ethnic division. But peace can
only come about by the defeat of
the nationalist, racist and fascist
forces who have vowed to destroy
Bosnia-Herzegovina’s multi-cul-
tural society. ~

The UN continues to equate
the aggressor with the vietim.
British government ministers
have warned the Bosnian army
that any military offensive to
retake control of Chetnik-occu-
pied territories or relieve the be-
sieged towns will come under
NATO attack. Defence Minister
Michael Portillo spoke on behalf
of all the superpowers when he
stated that if the Bosnian govern-
ment did not comply with their
plans then the UN could stop food

supplies and the people of Saraje-
vo would starve.

The people of Europe must not
stand back and allow this black-
mail. Acceptance of the US-
NATO-UN ‘peace plan’ will mark
a victory for the Chetniks, the
victory of a barbaric nationalism,
the rise of a new fascism in
Europe. The effects of a UN-im-
posed division will be felt far be-
yond the borders of Bosnia.

The people who have a
mounted a  round-the-clock
protest outside Downing Street
since the UN betrayal of Sre-
brenica have shown what can and
must be done by everyone in
Europe and the US to repudiate
the policies of their governments.
Trade unions, political parties,
anti-fascist and  anti-racist
organisations, student unions and
the millions of people who at
present belong to no organisation
must make their voices heard.

The Bosnian people have the
right to demand such help. They
are defending a way of life on
behalf of all humanity,

The UN-enforced arms em-
bargo must be lifted so that the
Bosnian people can defend them-
selves — if they can defend them-
selves, factories can be rebuilt
and they will be able to feed
themselves.

The July Tuzla Trade Union
Convoy was a step forward in the
campaign initiated by Workers
Aid to link workers and young
people across Europe with organ-
isations in Bosnia fighting
against racism and fascism.

The British Communication
Workers Union now has a rolling
programme of sending food and
other supplies to communication
workers in Bosnia.

The workers of Europe must
take the supplies that Bosnia
needs to survive until production
can be resumed and in this way
take responsibility for the
defence of multi-cultural life
against fascism in the whole of
Europe. An end must be put to
the UN’s ability to use its control
of ‘humanitarian aid’ as a weapon
of war.

The trade union federation of
Bosnia-Herzegovina has called
for a European-wide day of ac-
tion and solidarity on 14 October.
They are asking for demonstra-
tions of support for an undivided
multi-cultural Bosnia-Herzegov-
ina. We give our fullest backing
to this call and will seek to work
with all other supporters in Brit-
ain to organise demonstrations in
as many towns as possible.

WE WELCOME LETTERS

SEND THEM TO: WORKERS PRESS,
PO BOX 735, LONDON SW8 1YB

— OR FAX 0171-387 0569

The NATO
bombing

THE bombing of Serb targets
around Sarajevo, Tuzla and
Mostar by imperialism through
NATO is in its interest in parti-
tioning Bosnia along ethnic lines.
And, contrary to the propaganda
of the likes of Tony Benn, to
reward the Serbs with 49 per
cent of Bosnia, and for that 49 per
cent of Bosnia to become part of a
Greater Serbia.

Such is the background to the
bombing. But the opportunity for
such a plan was handed to impe-
rialism by the policies and fas-

gst-like aggression  against
Birstly C'-w:nat"& and then Bosnia
¥ the ultra-nationalist Stalinist
gpalition government in Bel-
e —— £ e - |
) D s i =E‘-E":L:¢"" i ang
Eemaense has resulted in hun-
= thoussnds of Bosnians
By masared and thousands
s amacronrted for. raped and
B mis comcentration camps
g Wikt 0 s hon people have
By etrrocs v cieansed from
e s
- .
Paese are the unpalatable

facts that Benn et al — left
Labourites and Stalinists — are
unable and unwilling to accept.

Furthermore, the war in Bos-
nia is not a civil war but one of
aggression, intimidation and
jack-boot-like fascism against
Bosnia and its people by Serb
Chetniks led by Mladic and
Karadzic, aided and abetted by
the Milosevic regime in Belgrade
— the initiator of all the war and
bloodshed in ex-Yugoslavia —
and by imperialism through the
United Nations.

But not all Serbs in Bosnia are
Chetniks, nor do the majority of
Serbs in Bosnia support Mladic,
Karadzic or Milosevic. There are
many Serbs in Bosnia who sup-
port a multi-ethnic Bosnia and
have done ev rerything in their
power 10 support .,I"l:‘ efforts of
the working class in Tuzla and

I areas o nia T'i:ej.' resist,
| for the last

years, the attempts to
vide 5’ snia along ethnic lines

ong live the working class in
:n:g live the struggle for
uiti-ethnic, multi-cultural,
multi-religious Bosnia

Charlie Walsh
London SW1

LAST week, Raymond Challinor
(Letters) EI”lthlSEd Workers Press
for being among those who
‘promiscuously fling around the

word “fascist”. He then tried to
show how Serbia was not a fascist
state.

As editor I reject this criticism
because we do not say that Serbia
is a fascist state! We do say that
the Chetnik forces led by the Bos-
nian Serb commander Ratko
Mladic and his political associate
Radovan Karadzic are fascist, but
that is not the same thing.

We also say that these fascist
rces are backed by Serbia and
:..L"“vc by the U nited Nations.
ut the big backers and support-

therebvy Iasrist themselves
although they may be close to it
- » )
For the impernalist the foor—cts
D.i. | - --u---hn--—-—:‘-- —— - —— - h:
at times are taken up as tools ic
carry out tasks of suppressing the

wnrkmg class that the ruling
class cannot perform directly.
I think that Raymond Challi-

nor’s error lies in amalgamating
the concepts of a fascist state and
a fascist movement. The logical
conclusion of such an amalgama-
tion, it seems to me, would be to
argue that the British National
Party and the more sinister far-
right paramilitary group C18
were not fascist because the Brit-
ish state is, at present, a bourgeois
democracy.

Trotsky opposed the misuse of
the term ‘fascist’ because it
undermined the fight against
fascism in Germany. Communist
Parties falsely labelled the
social-democratic parties as ‘so-
cial fascist’ and allowed the real
fascists to take over the Weimar
state.

In Bosnia we are calling for
the working class of Europe to
unite to defend multi-ethnic Bos-
nia. The Chetnik fascists are
opposed to this and act on behalf
of imperialism to carve up to Bos-
nia and break up its working

— ———

.___.'_'.'..‘_'mb

Mike Cooke
Workers Press editor

B See also Inside Left, page 4
and ‘“Fascism and ex-Yu-
goslavia’, page 2.
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Science focus

A monthly column by Daniel Robertson,
principal scientist at a leading bio-technology company

Out there somewhere

MANY readers will have seen the
film, shown recently on Channel
4, of what is claimed to be an
autopsy performed on alien crea-
tures. These were supposedly
recovered from the remains of a
UFO that crashed at Roswell,
New Mexico, in 1947.

UFO enthusiasts have argued
that a government cover-up tried
to suppress reports of recovered
UFO parts and even dead or
dying extra-terrestrials. °

Now, 50 years later, this story
has taken on cult status as a series
of people, allegedly witnesses to
these events, come forward to
make fortunes from their stories.

As well as the alleged film
there is a photo circulating that
appears to show technicians
applying final touches to the ‘al-
ien’ body ready for the film in
best Hollywood style.

This probably says something
telling about its origin. UFO
mythology has become a massive
money spinner that sustains its
own myths as well as a highly
profitable film and publications
industry. But I wonder to what
extent the whole phenomena has
been manipulated for political
purposes.

During the final years of the
cold war the United States faked
up ‘Star Wars’ weaponry tests to
suggest that they had developed
invincible technology: that the
USSR could not match. During
this period fantastic stories
began to circulate that the USA
had gained access to extra-terres-
trial technology, perhaps from
crashed UFOs.

Were these stories planted to
frighten the gullible Russians
who appear to have taken such
things seriously? The UFO
mythology now lives on as part of
the paranoid world view of the
US fringe right, many of whom
believe in alien abductions with
covert government complicity in
exchange for military expertise.

Close encounters of
the other kind

Now for concerns over close
encounters of a quite different
kind. Alarm bells have been ring-
ing for some time over claims
that the human sperm count is
declining,

This may seem embarrass-
ingly amusing, but is actually
serious. A rapid rise in reproduc-
tive disorders of all kinds has
been observed around the world,
in both animals and people.

The effects in humans include
mammary and testicular cancers,
as well as a remorseless decline in
sperm count, volume and quality.
Continued indefinitely this will
lead to a decline in human fertil-
ity perhaps leading to the science
fiction scenario of a rapidly dis-
appearing population.

This problem is caused by the
enormous proliferation of artifi-
cial chemicals that have been put
into the environment since the
industrial revolution.

The human body has evolved
over millions of years to deal
with most of the chemicals that
we regularly encounter in our
diet and environment, but is now
being exposed to an avalanche of
artificial chemicals against
which it has little defence.

It is estimated that there are
around 60,000 artificial chemicals
in the environment in significant
concentrations. The ones causing
the problems are ‘oestrogen mim-
ickers’, that is chemicals similar
in effect to the hormone oestro-
gen, There may be as many as
3,000 of these. A recent report
from the Institute of Environ-
ment & Health suggests that some
of these may be responsible for
the sperm decline.

Environmentalists have urged
the government to ban suspect
chemicals because of the poten-
tial problems they may be caus-
ing. The government predictably
replies that it will not ban any
chemical until there is over-
whelming evidence.

The real reason is that a large
number of very profitable chemi-

cal companies depend on produc-
ing these poisons. Newly
developed chemicals with no
immediately obvious dangerous
effects are authorised for use
after only 2 years.

In fact side effects may only be
obvious after decades. We are the
guinea pigs in capitalism’s labo-
ratories — the real evaluation
takes place on us. Lets hope that
none of these experiments are
irreversible.

What's a human life
worth?

I wroté recently on the threats
posed by the Ebola virus through
the failure to provide elementary
health care in underdeveloped
countries. Now there is evidence
that another terrible health
threat — the HIV virus — is
being aggravated by lack of basic
health care.

According to an article in
Lancet a recent study in Tanza-
nia has demonstrated that HIV
transmission is accelerated in
people infected by other sexually
transmitted diseases.

Measures to treat these can
drastically slow the spread of the
virus. The rate of HIV infection
in some Tanzanian cities is up to
20 per cent of the population, a
future disaster in the making.

Now that there is evidence
that elementary treatment can
greatly slow the spread of HIV
will the required flow of medical
help from advanced to underde-
veloped countries occur?

If AIDS were infecting hetero-
sexuals in Western countries at
the rate it is now spreading
through Africa, Asia and Latin
America there would be instant
action. But lives outside the West-

ern world are considered
expendable. This is a form of
genocide,

. Further evidence of the low
value given to the lives of black
people is afforded by another
scandal. A report from the UN’s
Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change has attempted to
measure the cost effectiveness of
measures to combat global warm-
ing by balancing the cost of effec-
tive action against the value of
the lives likely to be harmed or
even lost if no action is taken.

In their calculations the lives
of people in the most advanced
Western countries are valued at
$1.5 million per head, against
only $100,000 for people in
semi-colonial countries. They cal-
culate the cost of stopping global
warming will be greater than the
‘value’ of the black lives involved.

'm not addicted — |
just like the taste

One of the most disgraceful
examples of the prostitution of
science under capitalism has been
the efforts of scientists retained
by the tobacco industry to prove
that smoking is harmless, or even
healthy.

American anti-smoking
activists have been campaigning
to demonstrate that tobacco
industry scientists have long
known about the dangerous and
addictive effects of nicotine. They
have worked to expose the man-
ner in which tobacco companies
have manipulated the nicotine
content of tobacco to keep smok-
ers addicted.

Now they have found evidence
that, despite their denials, the
tobacco companies have long had
scientific proof that nicotine is
addictive. Their research find-
ings have been Lkept strictly
secret. The reason is that final
proof of these facts will oblige the
US Food and Drink Administra-
tion to declare nicotine a control-
led drug! The companies
themselves insist that they only
conduct research on nicotine
because it is ‘important for
tobacco flavour’. They insist that
smoking is the choice of free
adults acting in a free market.

They are about as free as the
rats purposely addicted to nico-
tine in the tobacco companies’
experiments!
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Thousands

have no pla

THE education of children is being seriously under-
mined because of homelessness, according to a report
issued by the housing charity Shelter.

The scale of the problem is

enormous. Some 60,000 people

live in temporary accomodation
in England and Shelter estimates
that last vear over 11,000 children
per month were accepted by local
authorities as homeless.

The report, ‘No Place to Learn’
by Professor Geoff Whitty, Dr
Sally Power and Deborah
Youdell of the Institute of Educa-
tion in London says that the main
problem comes from the constant
disruption of children living in
temporary accommodation.

They are moved from pillar to
post. One mother has had to move
nine times in the last four years,
and at one point her children
were in three different schools in
one year.

Once a new school is found,
which is a difficult enough job,
the child then has to deal with
settling into the new school, mak-
ing new friends and dealing with
basic procedures like claiming
dinner money.

According to headteachers
surveyed such things affect the
whole school. Rapidly changing
school populations require more
resources, which are usually not
available.

‘No Place to Learn’ describes:

B The difficulties children
face continuing their education
while living in temporary accom-
modation, such as missed school
time, nowhere to do homework,
the problem of making new
friends, and enjoying all the
opportunities school presents;

B The problem parents have
in finding new school places for

BY THE EDITOR

their children at a highly stress-

ful time, while at the same time
trying to find a permanent home;

B The extra strain on teachers
who have to change lessons and
settle new children who may only
be with them for a few weeks;

B The effect of the National
Curriculum and league tables on
schools’ willingness to accept
homeless pupils.

Disgraceful

Chris Holmes, director of Shel-
ter, said:

Tt is utterly disgraceful that
children’s education is suffering
because of the problems of home-
lessness. Education is one of the
most obvious ways that people
can be encouraged to help them-
selves, yet it almost impossible
for children living in temporary
accommodation to get a decent

- education.

‘And sadly that’s only part of

_the tragedy. This cannot be dis-

missed as a problem for only a
small section of the population.
Homelessness affects thegwhole
school. If you have a child at
school, any school, then your
child’s education could be suffer-
ing because of the housing crisis’

Shelter is demanding that the
government withdraw its pro-
posals in the Housing White
Paper, which it says will make
the situation worse by dumping
even greater numbers of families
into the misery of temporary
accommodation.

Tickets now available

THE FUTURE
OF MARXISM

A Series of 10 Lectures

Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London (Holborn Tube)
Thursdays, 7.30 pm, 5 October — 7 December, 1995
1st Lecture: Frederick Engels: A Centenary Lecture (Geoff Pilling)
Admission: £1.50 (£1.00 concs.)
Tickets for the series: £10.00 (£5.00 concs.)
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THE Labour leaders have
launched a virulent attack on
Britain’s homeless, calling for an
all-out war by the police to clear
the streets of ‘winos, addicts and
squeegee merchants’,

Leading the charge, Jack
Straw, Labour shadow home
secretrary, called homeless beg-
gars in the streets ‘obstacles faced

BY CARL PETERSON

- WHILE maintaining the arms
 embargo denying Bosnians the
- means to defend themselves, the
. Tory government is cynically
- using Bosnia as an exhibition
 ground for overseas weapons
. sales, with the British Army as
. demonstration team.
Mine detectors and even
" boots are deemed out for Bosni-
 ans defending their democratic
. rights and country, but reac-
.~ tionary regimes and right-wing
. dictators have only to wave
. their chequebooks to ‘buy any-
. thing they want.
A report in the ‘Daily Tele-
~ graph’ (Monday, 4 September)
- says GKN, which makes the
- Warrior armoured troop carri-
. ers used by British troops in
. Bosnia, is hoping for orders
555555 from Middle Eastern countries.
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by pedestrlans going about their
lawful business’.

Straw said he was not con-
cerned about whether people
thought a policy was ‘harsh or
horrible’ but whether it worked.

Straw’s call for the streets to
be cleared comes straight from a
strategy developed by the police
commissioner of New York, Wil-

So far Warrior has only been
exported to Kuwait.

Leyland Trucks are looking
forward to increased sales of the
four-ton army lorry and larger
DROPS vehicle used by ‘the
Army. :

‘As a result of Leyland’s per-
formance in Bosnia, the firm
has won a contract to provide
about 40 four-tonners for an
Indonesian medical battalion, as
well as open-competition ten-
ders with the United Nations to
provide lorries for work in
Liberia, Lebanon and Syria,
said John Gilchrist, the firms
chief executive.

‘The Army, which brought
1,522 DROPS loorries as ammu-
nition carriers, has been so
impressed by their perform-
ance in Bosnia that it has
ordered 55 more.

The 105mm guns which 19

s

From Mirza Mukic
in Tuzla

@ But the harvest was gathered by usu’r’pers

5 Df their property ..

Herzegnvma Tuzla’'s miners

g ~ heating system.

The miners worked in extremely diffi-

about 12 million tons of coal a year. In these
. war years production has dropped to less
- than ten per cent, but the miners have re-
. lieved the people’s suffering by supplying
#: the generating plant with coal to produce
~ electricity and hot water for the central

war stoically.

They could not expect, however, that
their misfortune could be worsened by
their people, by their town that they
so much to. In the area of Tuzla there are a
lot fields degraded by suface casting. On
these ‘Moon landscapes’ the miners decided
to establish their own farms, a worthwhile
undertaking from both the ecological and
economic perspective.

On the other hand, the miners disabled
through many years of hard labour worked
on these fields and honestly earned their
bread. Corn, vegetables and fruit yielded

prnduced

very well this year.

The management of the mine dECldE:d to
improve the guality of food prepared for

cult conditions, very often hungry, but they
understood the importance of the coal in
these days and they bore the misfortune of

of children
e to learn

liam J. Bratton, and the city’s new

mayor, right-wing Republican,
Rudolph Guiliani.
Guiliani has carried out

wholesale sackings of teachers,
dismissed welfare workers and
given the police new powers to
deal with beggars and the home-
less.

Straw visited New York last

Field Artillery has deployed on
Mount Igman recently, only
arrived in Bosnia in June.

British Aerospace, owner of
the Royal Ordnance factories
where they are made, recently
clinched a deal to sell 56 to
Spain, on top of 700 105mms
already exported since the
1970s. The company says Por-
tuguese and Belgian forces are
interested, and it is hoping its
use in Bosnia will attract fur-
ther orders.

The ‘Telegraph’ report for-
gets to mention the use which
Serb forces have made of Brit-
ish-manufactured weaponry,
such as the cluster bombs from
Hunter Engineering, supplied
to the Yugoslav air force; or the
Heckler and Koch sub-machine
guns and sniper rifles report-
edly made under licence by
Enfield (part of Royal Ord-
nance) and used by the Chet-

‘They worked for others
(Miners’ labour l0st)

miners in their canteens with the produce
of this harvest. But instead of having a har-
vest they found stubble.

They could not even imagine what had
happened. On order from the mayor of
Zivinice, where all these recultivated fields
are located, the civil authorities harvested
the crop and thus robbed the miners. Alleg-
edly more food was needed for the Bosnia-
Herzegovina army, but this was just an ex-
cuse for this unseen usurpation.

The miners protested tumultuously and

gave

month and was impressed by the
campaign to clean up the streets
of Manhattan.

This vicious attack on some of
the most disadvantaged people in
Britain is a warning of what
workers can expect from a
Labour government in which
Straw would be a leading mem-
ber.

niks. It’s an ill wind that blows
the arms bosses no good. a:

But the Tories always decide i@
to draw the line somewhere,
usually on their maps dividing
up Bosnia, but also against let-
ting the Bosnian people obtain
arms, lest in Mr Hurd’s memo-
rable words, this creates a ‘level
killing-field’.

The hypocrisy of the Tory
government is hardly news
worth commenting upon.

What helps them is the cho-
rus of pacifist claptrap from
some Labour ‘lefts’, Stalinist fel-
low-travellers and SWP-ers @
complaining the arms embargo
against Bosnia is not working,
or that lifting it ‘would only
benefit the arms manufactur-
ers’ (They often specify ‘Ameri-
can arms manufacturers’, as
though worried that Britain
would lose trade!)
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their manager Enes Atic sent numerous @
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letters of protest to various state authori- i
ties but no response has yet been received. =
The miners’ stores and kitchens are empty.
However this matter is settled, a black spot
will remain.
Mirza Mukic is a journalist from Tuzla.
Translated by Faruk Ibrahimovic.
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