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| THIS week the Liverpool dockers go for-
| ward to their international conference.
| They are determined to fight for:

B A world-wide blockade of the port of Liverpool
in solidarity with their demand for reinstatement.

cial, of dockers everywhere.

The conference takes place
after the Liverpool dockers
gave a resounding NO! to the
£25000 offered by the
employer to end the strike.
This has delivered a blow for
workers everywhere against
casualisation and anti-trade-
union laws.

On 26 January, a mass
meeting of the dockers threw
out the offer negotiated by
Transport and General Work-
ers’ Union officials in talks
with the Mersey Docks and
Harbour Company (MDHC).
Now they have confirmed
their stand in the union’s
secret ballot.

On 28 September 1995, the
500 dockers refused to cross
the picket line mounted by
the Torside dockers in their
fight against sackings and
casual labour. They broke the
law.

The company immediately
enacted a lock-out. The dock-
ers were sacked. The com-
pany acted within the law,

The Liverpool dock strike
isillegal.

In fear of state sequestra-
tion of its funds for contempt
of the law, the TGWU decided
that it could not officially
' support the dockers.

The Liverpool dock strike
is unofficial.
i MDHC’s biggest share-
' holder is the government. It is
|

the government’s laws that
the company'’s employees are
now breaking, and have been
breaking every day for over
four months.

At the start of the dispute,
MDHC directors boasted to
the shipping companies that
they would have a union-free
- port within a fortnight. They

based their judgement on the
 situation existing in the rest
' of Britain’s ports, and their
experience of the official
irade union movement.

B A policy and organisation to make possible
international support for actions, official and unoffi-

BY DOT GIBSON

B Since the 1989 dock
strike defeat there has been
no union recognition in any
other port except Liverpool.

B The TUC will not break
the anti-trade-union laws,
and this body has never sup-
ported workers who have
fought against the govern-
ment, notably the NUM in
1984-85.

B The stated position of the
Blair leadership is that a
future Labour government
will not repeal the anti-trade-
union laws.

In 1989, it was the Broad
Left majority on the TGWU'’s
general executive council that
stepped in and voted down
the decision of the National
Docks and Waterways com-
mittee to strike in defence of
the National Dock Labour
Scheme (NDLS), which gave
dockers the basic right to per-
manent employment.

Strike

The unofficial National
Port Shop Stewards’ Commit-

tee wanted to take strike

action immediately the
government announced its
intention to abolish the
scheme in April 1989.

But the ‘lefts’, scared that it
would be a political strike and
in fear of sequestration,
wasted valuable time in the
law courts and put the dock-
ers through the stress of two
official ballots.

Finally the strike was
called only after the govern-
ment had abolished the NDLS.

The MDHC and the govern-
ment did not understand that
this present action is not con-
trolled by the TUC and it is
not in the hands of the Broad
Lefts. In 1989, the Liverpool
dockers went back through

the gates with their union
organisation and their elected
shop stewards.

A lot has been learnt. This

fight is in the hands of the |
dockers themselves. It isnota

protest movement, content
with making a ‘correct’ politi-
cal point. The dockers are out
to win their reinstatement.
Their organisation emhbod-
ies this goal and is therefore
seriously aimed at winning
those forces which can ensure
victory. How can we view
their decision and action to
take the dispute to dockers

throughout the world in any

other way?

But what did they find?
Massive support. Not based on |
humane gestures, but based |

on the common knowledge

and experience of privatisa- |
tion, casualisation and anti- |
trade-union laws. That's why
dockers in every other coun- |
try are saying: ‘We’ must win |

this onel

What has been the result?
Millions have been wiped off
MDHC share values (£4.80 in
September 1995, £410 now).
But the government makes no
move to use the law against
the dockers.

They know that such action
could be the spark that ignites
the smouldering anger and
frustration in the working
class.

Every worker should salute
the Liverpool dockers’ deci-
sion to reject the £25,000. It is
not a money question. It is a
matter of principle: Reinstate-
ment of the sacked dockers!
Down with casualisation! The
anti-trade-union laws can be
defeated!

All those in Britain who
support theLiverpool dockers
in principle must now take a
practical step to measure up
to the solidarity actions of the
international dockworkers.

Stop the Asylum and

Immigration Bill

. National demonstration

Saturday 24 February

Assemble 11am Embankment
Rally Trafalgar Square

!

‘ Supported by the TUC

IRA bombing, p2 x Kilburn protest, p3 * Workers Press meeting, p4&5 » Andreas Papandreou, p6 x Poland, p7 « Bosnia, p8

JJ Fast Food
Stop press!

BY NICK BAILEY

ON TUESDAY 14 February,
sacked JJ Fast Food workers
won reinstatement for 26
February from the industrial
tribunal. The workers were
locked out for joining the
TGWU. They will now be
seeking full back-pay and a
union presence at the work-
place.
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International dockers’ conference in Liverpool

WE MUST WIN
THIS ONE!
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To all socialist and working-class organisations and individuals
and all those f1ght1ng the Asylum Bill

Saturday 16 March, 11am- -5pm, Conway 'ail. Red Lion Square, London WC1

(Holborn tube) Entrance: £1(50p concession)

The working class needs its own socialist party — a party that will organise the fight in
its own interests. Many people are already organising themselves.
We need to unite, we need to discuss, we need to prepare. That is the purpose of this
conference. We propose to discuss the following demands:
® Down with the racist immigration laws! @ Down with the Asylum Bill!
@® No restriction on freedom of movement! Defend the right for people to live in any
country! @ Amnesty for all unregistered migrants and refugees!
@® Down with privatisation! A full and open workers’ inquiry into the companies’ books!
@ No to casual labour! ® Demand permanent jobs for all!
@® Down with the anti-trade union laws! Restore trade union rights!
® Down with cuts in social and public services! A full and open workers’ inquiry into
state finance!
@® Down with the Criminal Justice laws! Demand basic democratic rights!
@® Aninjury tooneisan injury to all! Build workers’ internationalism!
| want to attend the CRISIS IN THE LABOUR MOVEMENT — THE NEED FOR A NEW SOCIALIST PARTY
conference on Saturday 16 March, 11am—5pm Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London WC1
NAME
ADDRESS .

Please complete and send this form with your-entrance fee (£1 or 50p concession, cheques/POs payable to Workers Press) to:
Workers Press, PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB. Please indicate if you need childcare facilities: we will make arrangements
depending on demand.

p&p Warkers Press, PO Box 735, London SW8 1YB

PLEASE PHOTOCOPY AND DISTRIBUTE
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Beyond the
IRA
ceasefire

THERE should be no equivocation in the work-
ers’ movement about the Docklands bomb in
London which killed a newsagent and his assis-
tant and marked the end of the 17-month IRA
ceasefire.

The blame for these deaths and the horrible injuries
inflicted on dozens of others lies with those who main-
tain and direct the rule of British imperialism in the
north of Ireland — John Major and the Tory govern-
ment.

* k k k %

IN SAYING this we are in no way avoiding criti-
cising and exposing the role of the leaders of
Irish Republicanism. Planting bombs in urban
areas will inevitably kill, maim and terrify work-
ers and their families as they go about their eve-
ryday business.

These actions and the guerilla attacks of the ‘armed
struggle’ do not take forward in the slightest the fight to
remove Irish partition.

But the confrontation of Irish nationalists with the Brit-
ish state continues because British rule in Ireland can-
not be maintained without the injustices and
murderous repressions which have been its historical
hallmark and which were administered by the Tories.

* * k %k %

The Docklands explosion was a reaction to the
latest humiliation that the British state felt it
could inflict on Irish nationalism. Major — more
concerned with protecting his slender parlia-
mentary majority by pandering to the Ulster
Unionists and their supporters among the right-
wing Tory MP’s — chose to ignore the main
thrust and proposals of the body on decommis-
sioning arms led by US senator George Mitchell.

Mitchell’'s proposals for a ‘twin-track’ approach —
the IRA and the loyalist para-military gangs surrender-
ing weapons in conjunction with all-party talks — was
devised to get Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams off the
hook and incorporate him further into the so-called
‘pDeace process’.

These talks offer no way forward for Republicanism.

They would have undoubtedly prolonged the IRA
ceasefire for a little longer but there was little chance of
them leading to the next stage of the British and Irish
governments’ Framework Document — a legislative
assembly in Belfast with cross-border executive
bodies.

* * k k K

THE contradictions of trying to resolve the aspi-
rations of nationalism with Ulster Unionionism
inside the context of capitalism were destined to
blow the ‘peace process’ apart.

Despite the condemnations of Adams in the after-
math of the Docklands bomb, Major will continue to
make overtures to the Sinn Fein leadership who are still
imperialism’s best bet for beheading the Republican
struggle.

Adams likes to compare the Irish situation to South
Africa and Palestine. But in its most essential aspects it
is not the same. He does not represent the majority of
the oppressed and exploited and cannot deliver any of
the demands of Irish Republicanism.

The fight against the border is doomed if contained
within the limits of the political programme of Republi-
canism. Partition will only be abolished if sizeable sec-
tions of the Protestant working class are won in
struggle by linking its role in dividing and weakening
the organised working class with the fight against the
increasing economic and social deprivation.

Despite their many appeals to Protestants this task
cannot be done by the Sinn Fein leadership who are
trapped inside the limitations and impaossibility of a pro-
gramme for a united capitalist Ireland. Nor can it be
done by limiting the fight for the unity of Protestant and
Catholic workers to purely economic issues.

* % & &k &

THE IRA bombs and the ‘armed struggle’ are
not separate from the class struggle but — even
in their grotesque manifestations as in Dock-
lands — are a reflection of the unresolved crisis
of revolutionary working-class leadership.

They flow directly from the failure of socialists to
challenge and defeat Sinn Fein in the struggle for the
working class to be the leadership of the fight against
Brmish imperialism. This is now the urgent task.

Letters

No laughing
matier

THE comments on Cuba in Char-
lie Pottins's Inside left column
(‘Tough on grime..., 10 February)
seem flippant and do not address
the issues that Cuba presents to
the working class.

Workers Press seldom men-
tions Cuba, and the damage to the
Cuban economy caused by US
imperialism. Charlie’s comments
could thus give readers a mis-
leading impression as to the
internationalist perspective that
Workers Press holds.

While Charlie refers briefly to
‘three decades of US blockade’, his
article does not refer to the fun-
damental task of building inter-
national working-class solidarity
with Cuba against imperialism.

This task is vital in spite of the
many failings of the Castro gov-
ernment. Charlie is correct to
assert: ‘Workers’ democracy and
control are what’s needed” How-
ever, 'm sure that Charlie will
agree that socialism cannot be
built in one country. If the work-
ing class of Cuba were to estab-
lish full workers’ democracy,
based on workers' councils,
tomorrow, this would not in itself
solve the problems of Cuba’s iso-
lation and the US blockade.

The moves toward restoring
capitalism, with the attendant
corruption which those moves
are bound to entail in a country
as poor as Cuba, are not a laugh-
ing matter. Genuine socialists
outside Cuba will only be able to
help the working class of Cuba to
resist such measures if they
organise international solidarity
with Cuba against imperialism.

Workers Aid for Bosnia has
not made workers' democracy or
workers’ control in Bosnia a pre-
condition for support for Bosnia’s
right to self-determination. To
have done so would have cut us
off from the Bosnian working
class and strengthened the hand
of reactionary nationalism.

Internationalism in regard to
Cuba starts from the same stand-
point — solidarity against impe-
rialism. We do not believe in
‘spreading the revolution’ in the
manner of Castro’s famous ally
Che Guevara, through armed
guerrillas isolated from the

working class. But it is not
enough to condemn or ridicule
the methods of Castro or Guevara
from a distance.

The building of an interna-
tional working-class leadership
— the rebuilding of the Fourth
International — which will
include the leadership of the
working class of Cuba, starts with
the rebuilding in practice of
working-class internationalism.

This means solidarity with the
Cuban people against imperial-
ism.

Jim Smith
London SE6

Stay with us!

THE peace agreement for Bosnia
which has been signed is giving
us strength to believe that years
of fear, hunger, suffering and
shells are behind us. It's nice to
believe it. But we're sure that the
fight for Bosnia will last long.

Today we understand that
only our human being, our hearts
and the spirit of the Bosnian peo-
ple could survive the suffering
that we've been through. World
politics kept its eyes closed for
three years and tried our
patience. They believed in force
and arms more than in our dream
of freedom.

The world is aware more and
more every day of the truth about
Bosnia and it is opening the
hearts of our friends. All of them
are our encouragement and light.
Every day we receive letters of
solidarity and support.

All your campaigns are of that
kind and for the survival of a
united Bosnia. When we found
out that you understood this
aggression as it is, we were very
proud and it gave us new
strength in the time that is ahead.

Stay with us! Our existence
will remain hard. It is not known
when we are going to live from
our work. Every kind of help you
can give will be very precious.
The biggest help for us is to tell
the truth about Bosnia.

The peace agreement won’t
mean peace to us if those who
made terrible crimes and geno-
cide are not going to all be
brought before the world court of
justice. Does anyone have the
right to ask from refugees that
they live with those who hated
them, raped them, or sought to

WE WELCOME LETTERS
SEND THEM TO: WORKERS PRESS,
PO BOX 735, LONDON SW8 1YB
— OR FAX 0171-387 0569

kill them? Such people must
leave. Bosnia needs justice and
peace. There will be enough room
for everyone who knows that
Bosnia is another name for toler-
ance and rich diversity.

It's great happiness to have
such friends and allies, to know
that we're not alone in our fight.
We must do everything we can
not to let live the ideology of fas-
cism and ‘ethnic cleansing’.

Mevlida Altumbabic

President, Secondary Teachers’

Union, Tuzla

Tories adopt
Serb lobbyist

READERS might like to know
that that the lobbyist for Serb
nationalism Jovan Gvozdenovic
[aka. John Kennedy, see US
intelligence bugged SAS', 3 Feb-
ruary] has been adopted as Con-
servative candidate for
Halesowen and Rowley Regis
(9,582 Tory majority) in the west
Midlands.

Further he is not only a friend
of Henry Bellingham MP. He was
secretary of the Conservative
committee on Eastern Europe
and, with Harold Elletson MP
(Blackpool North, Tory), founded
‘Thunderbolt Ltd., a PR firm.

‘Thunderbolt Ltd” managed to
get conned by an Arab who posed
as crown prince of Libya. It
couldn’t have happened to a nicer
bunch of guys.

Elletson one time decided to
have a go at those unemployed
young people who stay in holiday
resorts like Blackpool because
they lower the tone of the neigh-
bourhood.

He also insisted the House of
Commons kitchen cook a brace of
pheasants he'd acquired on a
shoot in the country so he could
eat them at the palace of West-
minster (Daily Telegraph, 22
January).

Tom Carter
Somerton, Somerset

A jog down
Memory Lane

MAY I jog Peter Fryer's memory
(Personal Column, 10 February),

and recall another oceasion whe
he met Ellis Hillman?

This was at the conference ¢
the Socialist Forum movement -
who called themselves ‘anti-Sta
inist Marxists’ — held at Wortle
Hall, near Sheffield, on the week
end of 3 May 1957.

This marked an importar
turning-point in the socialis
movement. Most of those attenc
ing were comrades who had le!
or been expelled from the Com
munist Party since the 20t
Congress of the Communist Part
of the Soviet Union.

Among them were Professc
Hyman Levy, Brian Pearce, an
John Daniels. Eric Heffer, wh
broke with the CP several year
earlier, was also there.

Representing ‘The Grou
(Trotskyists) were Gerry Heal
Jack Gale, Ellis Hillman an
myself. The conference wa
reported the following week b
Peter Fryer in the very first issu
of The Newsletter (10 May 1957).

Norman Hardin
Leed

From Lenin to
Stalin

ACCORDING to Peter Fryer (1
February), what Trotsky shoul
have written was: ‘Lenin create
the apparatus. The bureaucrac
created Stalin’

But he didn’t. And, indeed, thz
would have been pointless. Th
apparatus that Lenin create
itself created Stalin.

Here Trotsky touches — onl
touches — on the problem of hos
Lenin’s Russia evolved into Sta
in’s Russia: a problem on which
lot of question-begging verbiag
has been spilled.

Whether the ‘logic’ of my le
ter is that Lenin should not hav
taken power is questionable. Pe:
haps it was a mistake? But are w
to write off the great 1789 Frenc
Revolution because it led, pe:
haps inevitably, to Napoleon?

By the way, the word ‘erit
cism’ in my letter, as printed, wa
originally ‘criterion’. Perhaps
should have followed Peter’s goo
advice — always use the shor
simple word where possible -
and written ‘test’.

Brian Pearc
New Barnet, Hert

=

This is the text of a fax from the
Hungarian Revolution Socialist
League of Hungary (section of
the Workers International) to
the leaders of the South African
trade union federation,
COSATU. The fax is to protest
against the threat made against
the life of our comrade, Workers
International member Bongani,
at the tenth anniversary celebra-
tions of COSATU in Durban on 2
December 1995 (see Workers
Press reports from December
1995).

WE WISH to protest most
strongly against the physical
attack on comrade Bongani
Mkhungo at the trade union rally
in Durban on the 10th anniver-
sary of COSATU, as well as
against the harassment and
threats on his family.

Some of us knew him when he
came to Europe to campaign, as a
known trade union leader of
NUMSA, against the apartheid
regime and for the release of the
union’s president Moses Mayek-
iso.

Now he has been savagely
attacked by the steward-thugs
while distributing leaflets calling
for COSATU to break its alliance

with the government which, on
behalf of capital; attacks workers
and their rights as it did by sack-

ing 7000 nurses in former
Transkei.

We always fought against vio-
lence in the workers' movement
which we experienced at the
hands of Stalinism. We know that
Stalinism has collapsed and that
its methods must be rejected for
all time. We support the demand
for an inquiry by the interna-
tional working-class movement,
to which COSATU belongs, on
these attacks on comrade
Mkhungo as well as the use of
such foul methods.

On behalf of the Revolu-
tionary Socialist League of Hun-
gary i

Balasz Nagy

B Please send resolutions and
letters to COSATU, fax: 00 27 11
339 6940. Copies to Workers
International: 0171-387 0569.

We are also asking for funds
to help arrange for the protec-
tion of our comrade Bongani
Mkhungo. Donations to ‘South
Africa Solidarity Fund’, and sent
to Workers International, PO
Box 735, London SW8 1YB.

SE London
WRP

Lecture series on
Marxist philosophy

Five: Political economy (1)
Monday 20 November, 8pm

141 Greenwich High Road
(near Greenwich Station)

Index
Bookcentres

28 Charlotte Street,
London W1 1HJ
0171-636 3532

10-12 Atlantic Road,
London SW9 8HY
0171-274 8342

DOCKERS
CHARTER

No.3 January 1996 issue out! 50p

Published by the Liverpool Dock Shop Stewards Committee. Cheques
to ‘Meyseyside Dockers Shop Stewards’ Committee’ and sent io
J.Davies, Secretary/Treasurer, 19 Scorton Street, Liverpool, L6 4AS
Include 50p p&p. Large orders phone: 0151-207 3388

Football articles wanted

CAN any reader of Workers Press donate books, magazines, videos or

anything else to do with football?

One of our members in Crawley, Sussex, has agreed to sell them on his
market stall and donate the money towards the expenses for
preparing to build the conference (and the work beyond that)on the
need for a new socialist party called by Workers Press.

To offer articles phone Workers Pre:

N171
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South Kilburn estate

BY SEAN TOIBIN

TWO HUNDRED local residents
from the South Kilburn estate in
-west London marched last
urday to Queen’s Park police
ion and Brent council housing
ce to hand in letters demand-
g action to improve conditions
on their estate.

The South Kilburn Safety
Campaign which organised the
march evolved out of council ten-
ants’ complaints about the lack of
basic maintenance.

Street lighting is totally inad-
equate. In some areas only one
light in six is working. Fire exit
doors which are supposed to be
closed except in the event of fire
zre wide open and used as every-
day entrances and exits.

Lifts continuously break
down, corridors are badly lit and
there is no doubt that the tower
blocks were badly designed in the
first place.

One resident told me that the
lights were out of order for three
days and everyone had to carry
torches with them. Imagine com-
ing up a lift to the 15th floor
without any light.

Mugged

A husband and wife were
recently mugged going into that
lift after spending an evening in
the nearby Marian Centre social
club.

The wife sustained fractured
ribs and her husband suffered
from severe bruising around his
windpipe which stopped him eat-
ing solids for a week and forced
him to live on liquids.

The South Kilburn Safety

demands action

Campaign was set up by local
people to organise around all
issues of safety including per-
sonal safety. It held two public
meetings prior to the march
which were attended by 150 to
200 people.

Anger

There was anger at both meet-
ings at the recent spate of mug-
gings in the area. The second
meeting decided that we should
march to the police station and
demand a police presence on the
estate.

It also demanded that the
council must carry out emer-
gency repairs on street lighting
and make the blocks more secure.

At the public meeting after
the march, campaign chair John
Simmance intoduced himself as
someone who had been a shop
steward working in hospitals for
16 years but who had recently
been made redundant.

He had successfully represent-
ed, at an industrial tribunal, a
local resident who was the victim
of racial harassment and stressed
the importance of building the
campaign in the black commu-
nity.

Father Frank Ryan, the local
Catholic priest, spoke about the
importance of rebuilding the
community spirit which ‘has
been destroyed by capitalism’.

- e

South Kilburn Safety Campaign demonstration

He described Kilburn as
always having been a working-
class area and urged everyone to
help their neighbours.

‘We were all told that the com-
munists were bad’, he said, ‘but
there was one thing about them,
they had equality.’

Capitalism, he explained,
breeds inequality and that was
behind Brent council’s treatment
of South Kilburn people.

Brent East MP Ken Livings-
tone also spoke and stressed the

importance of building the local
community and of having no con-
fidence in a future Labour
government.

There was a lively discussion
from the floor and a large collec-
tion was taken. A benefit dance is
planned as well as another publie
meeting to which councillors,
council officials, and police are
invited. A committee has been set
up which meets on alternate
Mondays and all local people are
welcome to attend.

Camden calls for strike action

ONE THOUSAND members of
the Camden branch of the public
sector union UNISON have voted
unanimously to continue their
struggle against mass sackings
and the attempted imposition of
new contracts by the Labour
council.

A branch meeting of 8 Febru-
ary voted for a programme of
resistance that included:

B Taking at least six days
strike action.

B Continuing to refuse to sign
a letter from the council agreeing
to the new contracts.

B Signing a Unison letter
refusing the new contract but
declaring that members intended
to continue working for the coun-

cil and noting the council’s inten-
tion to dismiss and re-engage all
workers on the old contract.

M Calling in the Greater Lon-
don Whitley Council — the joint
union/employer body that can
arbitrate in disputes.

The packed meeting heard a
report from branch secrefary
David Eggmore that accused the
council of not wanting a settle-
ment to the three-year dispute.

By withdrawing the improve-
ments that had been gained
through negotiations a week
before with the union, the council
had shown that they were never
serious and instead were intent
on confrontation, he said.

Moving the motion from the

union executive committee, Liz
Leicester stressed the importance
of remaining united in the face of
a very difficult situation.

She explained that the execu-
tive committee had had a long
and heated debate about the
action to take but the main aim
was to develop the collective
strength of the branch and the
union.

‘The Labour Group is split
over the issue’, she said.

‘Only 22 of them voted to sack
us, 11 voted against — this means
there were 16 abstentions or
absences. They must be con-
cerned.

‘Rank-and-file members of the
Labour Party are very concerned

— they don't want this council to
be remembered as the council
that sacked 3,000 of its workforce.

‘We cannot guarantee that the
action we have outlined will
make the council reconsider. But
we can guarantee that if we do
nothing now, we will have the
new contracts imposed on us and
three years of fighting may be
lost’, she said.

Cleaners from Hillingdon
Hospital, who were sacked for
refusing to accept big pay cuts,
spoke to the meeting.

A Liverpool docker spoke
about the importance for the
whole of the working class of the
action they were taking in
defence of their jobs.

Corruption evidence mounts
against Indian government

From PETER GIBSON in India

WILL there be an election? Or
will there be an election? That is
the problem now confronting all
India's major political parties.

Evidence of  corruption
involving leading political fig-
ures, including prime minister
Narasimha Rao, mounts daily.
The Rupee fell by almost 5 per
cent last week, only then to shoot
up days later, for no apparent
Teason.

Last week’s currency fluctua-
tions left exporters sitting pretty
h importers paniking as they
tried fo cover their costs.

The Weekender newspaper in
its last editorial accused the

ndian finance minister Manmo-

1gh and the State Bank of
being the biggest specu-

1st the rupee.

Arpil 1994 steel pro-

9 per cent, produc-

The total currency reserves,
measured in real terms, fell by 10
per cent in the same period.

While deregulation and the
growth of the ‘free market’ has
generated a lot of activity and
rich pickings for the upper strata,
rising prices, unemployment, the
rising costs of education and
medicine have already started
hitting the ordinary man and
woman as never before.

Writing in the the magazine
Infocus, BK. Bhargava, Reader in
FEconomics as Rajdhani college,
says:

‘The “New Economic Plan” has
done precious little, or does not
make any reference to India’s
problems of poverty, unemploy-
ment and environmental degra-
dation.

Critics

Critics of the NEP in India
now see it as the attempt by the
i World Bank to dictate
and thus consti-

rference in

India are up in arms, and the
struggle against the effects of the
NEP can be seen on all sides. The
five trade union federations rep-
resenting port and dock workers
in India gave notice of a national
strike to start on 26 February.

Within days the government
had agreed to their demands for
the removal of a ceiling on
monthly pay which had resulted
in 50 per cent of workers not gett-
ing the last pay increase.

Some will get back-dated
increases from 1992. The 4500R
(£90) per month upper limit of
earnings will go, resulting in a 19
per cent increase for some.

In the port of Mormugao at the
iron-ore handling plant the 400
workers are still on strike after
seven days as a result of a secu-
rity guard beating one of their
members.

The port employers, and the
Minister of Labour for Goa, Luis-
inho Faleiro, have denounced the
strike as illegal

ment plans for a Free Port’, and
for the use of very big trawlers
along the coast which will, the
NAPM say, destroy the fishing
for traditional local inshore fish-
ermern.

Nylon

The NAPM has already been
able to mobilise people to stop the
construction of a nylon 6.6 plant
in Tamil Nadu in south India. The
movement has also opposed the
project by the US-funded Taj
hotel group to build a Disney
theme park on the lighthouse
headland in north Goa, and the
propsal to build a golf course to
attract high-spending Japanese
tourists.

Mr Chittaranjan of the NAPM
is quoted as saying If the East
India Company could keep the
country enslaved for so many
years, one can imagine what
could be the plight of our nation
if hundreds of multinationals
were allowed to have a free hand'

There is no sign that any elec-
when it comes, will

Sl e s S s

Hackney
meeting
condemns
Asylum Act

BY NICK BAILEY

A POWERFUL attack on the
Tory government was launched
at a meeting in Hackney last
week by the cousin of a Nigerian
asylum seeker who recently died
at the hands of the police.

Sogi Lapite, cousin of the asy-
lum seeker Shiji Laptite con-
demned the government for its
support of the brutal Nigerian
regime,

‘Nigeria is a wealthy country’,
declare Lapite. ‘Why do we find
asylum seekers looking to enter
Britain?

The military regime in Nige-
ria — armed, aided and abetted

by the British government — had
forced thousands to leave the
country. Workers who opposed
the government were jailed or
simply disappeared, he told the
meeting. It was sheer hypocrisy
for the Home Office to attack the
resultant asylum seekers.

He appealed to British work-
ers to help Nigerian workers in
whatever way they could.

Speakers at the meeting
included Labour MPs Diane
Abbott and Brian Sedgmore, a
local vicar and a speaker from the
Colin Roach centre.

Called by the the Campaign
against the Immigration and
Asylum Bill, it contained several
people who were under the
threat of deportation.

Speakers called on local coun-
cils and the unions to refuse to
cooperate with the laws.

The Autonomous Refuge Cen-
tre in Hackney (ARCH) has occu-
pied an empty building and aims
to prepare it to house and feed
people made destitute by the bill.

Anti-union laws threaten
Newbury protesters

BY DANIEL ROBERTSON

TORY anti-trade-union legisla-
tion is being used to threaten the
Newbury by-pass protesters.

Police have charged several
people under section 241 (3) of the
Trade Union and Labour Rela-
tions Act of 1992 for preventing
tree fellers from getting to work.

They locked themselves to
vehicles travelling to the site
causing a 4-mile traffic jam. This
reflects growing desperation by
the pro-roads lobby.

The protesters’ camps have
been declared ‘illegal’ but this has
had no effect on their resolve.
This attitude reflects growing
popular willingness, for instance
by the Liverpool dockers, to defy
repressive Tory laws.

Meanwhile two new groups
have joined the protest. Cam-
bridge University students have

made their own camp on the by-
pass route joining 25 others
already in place. They join a
group of security guards who
defected to the protest and joined
Friends of the Earth after being
sickened by the violence used by
former colleagues, none of whom
had been arrested by police.

In a further blow to the pro-
roads lobby, Friends of the Earth
and Transport 2000 have found
that Railtrack is considering
plans to carry lorries on trains
from the Midlands to Southamp-
ton. Developing a trunk route
covering this journey is the
government’s secret reason for
building the by-pass, which will
only have a temporary effect on
relieving traffic through New-
bury.

This ‘piggy-back’ concept
would cost a fraction of the bill

for the by-pass as well as being
environmentally very attractive.
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The
dosh

HEN workers ask for more money
gv are told they must compete in
¢ marketplace. If an unemployed
r=on is caught trying to fiddle a few
id out of the system, this is cited as
pof that the poor must be perse-
g=d by ever more stringent checks.

But members of parliament, insist-
g what's good enough for the nurses
nowhere near enough for them, say
ev must have better pay to attract
g best people for the job. If they're
£ to be tempted into shady but
pfitable sidelines, they warn, their
ies must be doubled. Meanwhile
E-‘naccuse teachers of failing to tell
dren the difference between right
i wrong.
'hen Dave Nellist was Labour MP
Coventry South East (1983-92) he
gde a point of only drawing the
erage pay of a skilled worker in his
pstituency. Pat Wall and Terry
glds did the same.

“] think that MPs need a halving of
gir wages not a doubling, Dave says
E‘workers’ MP on a worker’s wage',

itant 9 February), ‘to bring them
fo the real world of what the major-
f of ordinary working-class fami-
s have to live on.

F‘Once Labour MPs get down to

don they're mixing with consul-
nts, PR people, bankers and jour-
P.ists. They get sucked into that sort
world and pulled away from the
ople they're supposed to represent.

“What’s needed is for them to have
live the same sort of life, with all its
pblems, financial and otherwise, as
e vast majority of ordinary people
jve to live.

As regards expenses imposed by
e job, Dave Nellist points out that
&% can claim over £60,000 a year on
pof their salaries for this.

As Militant points out in an edito-
i on Hemsworth, at the 1992 gen-
il election Nellist won 10,551 votes
2 per cent) as Independent
bour, and since then he has won 40
Feent in local elections.

In 1991, despite vicious abuse,
Jitant supporter Lesley Mahmood
Ined 2,613 votes in Liverpool Wal-
2. knocking the Tories into fourth
b= Terry Fields gained 5,952 votes
2 per cent) in the 1992 election
mding as ‘Socialist Labour’.

So whatever one thinks of Arthur
grgill's Socialist Labour Party, and
w iis first effort fared, the possi-
ties for an electoral challenge
g the left are not as far out as
2ir s supporters might like to think.
9w =bout all would-be candidates,
bour, SLP or whatever, being
k=d if they'll follow Dave Nellist’s
ample and forego inflated pay?

FAT raises another question. A let-
 in one of the papers recently
pserved tartly that if Jack Dromey
g beaten Bill Morris for the Trans-
DT d

i General Workers' Union

M=n ago the Socialist
pbour ¢ (forerunner of the
i demand that trade
ERor | paid no more than
s 2 recieved by their
TS

Workers Press meeting

meeting to celebrate ten years of
look forward to the kind of paper
people participated. MARTIN

IN WELCOMING everybody to the
meeting, Geoff Pilling on behalf of
the editorial board said its main pur-
pose was to discuss what develop-
ments in Workers Press were
necessary in the new political situa-
tion we were now in.

He stressed that this new situa-
tion was marked by the collapse of
the Stalinist bureaucracy and the
inability of parties such as the
Labour Party any longer to deliver
reforms for the working class.

‘This is an international trend,
said Pilling. The depth of the capital-
ist crisis now made impossible the
granting of further concessions to
the working class or indeed to sec-
tions of the middle class, he said.

Quite the contrary, all the historic
gains made by the working class in
Britain and other countries must
now be taken back by the ruling
class and to take them back would be
the task of any future Labour
government.

The meeting was taking place in
the midst of ever more obvious signs
of capitalist decay. In the colonial
and semi-colonial countries the pic-
ture was clear: poverty, malnutri-
tion, illiteracy, infant mortality were
endemic,

But in the developed capitalist
countries of Europe and north
America similar social and economic
problems were now appearing. In
Europe some 20 million people were
without work, even according to
official figures. More and more of the
unemployed were without hope of
ever working again.

All around were signs of decay:
the crisis in the inner city, the lack of
education for millions of working-
class children, the destruction of the
universities as centres of learning
were just some examples that could
be quoted, said Pilling.

This crisis was now hitting the
middle class. The casualisation of
labour was not simply a problem for
the working class. It was hitting
workers in banking, insurance, uni-
versity teaching, he said.

In this situation of growing social
and political crisis, what should the
role of a workers’ paper be? In answ-
ering this question it was necessary
to understand that the working class
and the exploited generally were not
simply passive forces. There were
important movements developing in
Britain.

Pointing to the ecological move-
ment he said that this was a well-
founded movement in  that
capitalism did more and more
threaten nature, the very basis for

life.
Depth

an example.

In Liverpool the previous week-
end, addressing a rally of striking
dockers and their families, the
women from Hillingdon said that
their fight was against starvation
wages and was therefore a fight for
the whole of the working class.

He spoke of the recent work of
Workers Press in the Liverpool
dockers’ strike. This was a strike that
from the outset had been interna-
tional. The dockers’ leaders had made
an appeal for support internation-
ally and had been amazed by the
response their fight had won.

“This is the working class recon-

Last Saturday, Workers Press held a
publication and, more importantly, to
needed by the working class. About 60
WESTWOOD and MIKE COOKE report

Crisis in the labour
need for a new

Hillingdon hospital

structing its international organisa-
tion and consciousness, said Pilling,

Many struggles today were taking
place outside the Labour Party or
the trade unions, but it would be a
mistake to turn our back on such
organisations.

What was our task? It was to turn
our paper firmly towards the forces
now impelled into struggle.

‘We must have the confidence to
place our paper into the hands of
these forces, he said. Workers Press
must reflect, express and help
organise this growing movement, he
insisted.

He proposed that we now work
towards an expansion of the edito-
rial board of the paper that would
draw into its work those engaged in
struggle against the employer and
the state.

We must give space to let such
workers, students, the unemployed,
single-parent families and many
others express themselves, to pro-
vide an arena in which they could
speak to each other, a paper that
could help them organise their com-
mon struggles.

Such a new paper had to embrace
the widest cultural concerns: the
destruction of the educational sys-
tem, the destruction of increasing
numbers of young people through
drug addiction.

Only the working class, together

it] allies in the middle ¢

th

wiln

THE meeting was then opened up to
discussion and many made their par-
ticular contributions. Charlie Pot-
tins criticised the way left-wing
political groups assumed that the
way forward was for the working
class to come behind the ‘vanguard’
party because it consisted of people
who had ‘read the books’.

‘In the last couple of decades, the
working class has been ahead of such
people, said Pottins. He referred to
the 1984-85 miners’ strike, the Liver-
pool dockers and the ‘libertarian-
anarchists’ at Newbury, who were
better organised than many of the
supposed ‘vanguards’, as examples.

Ieaner speaks at Liverpool dockers’ rally. She said their fight was against
starvation wages and was therefore a fight for the whole of the working class

He stressed the need to overcome
conservatism, and the attitude that
wants to live in the past and was
determined to stay there.

Charlie proposed that Workers
Press readers’ groups were set up
across the country. He hoped that
these would develop from being
readers’ groups to also making con-
tributions by becoming correspon-
dents for the paper, sending letters,
articles, cartoons, pictures, etc, and
would become involved in distribu-
tion of the paper. :

This would be a real basis for a
new party, he maintained It
wouldn't be a matter, then, of just the
left groups coming together.

Daniel Robertson thought it was
a pity that Workers Press had such a
small readership. He thought that
there were possibilities of getting
some of the material published else-
where — possibly for money!

He also said that, in spite of the
hype, there were new opportunities
on the internet to get the message
aCross.

Mike Howgate praised the recent
articles on the Liverpool dock strike
and lock-out, but was critical of the
lack of coverage of the Socialist
Labour Party, led by Arthur Scargill
Hesaid t

build our sphere of influence
Clare Cowen talked of her expe-
rience of 20 years on the Newsline
(the daily paper of the WRP up to
1985) and Workers Press. She also
thought that the rich history of
papers in the working-class move-
ment should be studied, for example,
the German Social-democratic
Party’s 90 daily papers before World
War L

Bronwen Handyside thought
Workers Press needed and had
begun to break out of the closed cir-
cle existence towards the new social-
ist party. This development had
come from the recognition that the
working class was reconstructing

- tothe traditional Labour Party.

treated race and gender issues as

itself and had been released from the
bonds of Stalinism.

Ed Hall of Lambeth Unison
talked of the ten years of Workers
Press. He was critical of the way
socialists had accepted the destruc-
tion of the planet and their ideas
were too much centred on our
species.

He was critical of Mike Howgate’s
view that the Socialist Labour Party
was the most important arena. He
said that the politics of his Unison
branch were still more sympathetic

He was critical of way socialists

being ‘too cold’ During the Brixton
uprising recently, when ‘the police
started running after protesters they
didn’t look for SWP members but for
young black people. There is an

P
Collapse of Stalinism: the fall ¢




jove

antithesis between socialists and
!black people’ He was critical of the
preaching of a ‘Victorian’ socialism
‘that did not relate to the modern day.

Dave Temple, an ex-miner, talked
of his experiences and problems of
selling Newsline during the miners’
strike. Because it reflected the min-

ers’ own struggle and boosted their’

morale, the sales of the paper went

Iup from a handful to 80 in the wel-

fare centre.
He also

remembered how

Newsline had had a fireman’s diary
‘during the 1977 strike. People would
read it first to see how he was getting
on. This reflected interest in people’s
lives as part of the human condition.

tact with Workers Press through
Workers Aid for Bosnia, described
the difficulties involved in trying to
I get students at Cambridge involved
| in discussions on the new party. Only
'a few might turn up and it would be
‘those who talked the same old lan-
guage. Those who didn't didn't
! return!

. He contrasted this with the way it
 was easy to get 40 people out collect-
‘ing and organising for Workers Aid
for Bosnia convoys. He also talked of
' recent moves to set up camps to sup-
 port the fight against the Newbury
by-pass.

. These two examples showed the
' spirit of people was that they wanted
' to do something. Paddy said he occa-
»s1ona11y saw that spirit in Workers
Press and we needed to invite people
with that spirit to contribute and
change the paper.

Quentin Hoare, of the Alliance to
Defend Bosnia-Herzegovina, said
that he had become a reader of
Workers Press because of its cover-
age of Bosnia. He had been impressed
not just by its political line of sup-
port for Bosnia but because it
reflected a desire to do something in
the real world and also that it was
possible to do something,

- Berlin Wall 1980

He had been in the revolutionary
movement but had not been in any
organisation for a long time. Revolu-
tionary theory could only arise in
relation to what happened in the
real world. Unless it was a response
to exploitation, war, genocide, . . . it
was useless.

He criticised the way most left
groups, like the SWP and those in the
Labour Party, had been indifferent
to the Bosnian warcrimes, which
were of a genocidal character. They
had displayed a moral bankruptcy
that had not been the case with
Workers Press.

Peter Fryer said it had been a
refreshing meeting. He made some
criticisms of the heavy appearance of

~  Workers Press and said that it must
. become more of a shop window for

Paddy McCloy, who came in con-

the movement. There was a need to
train workers to act as journalists.
There was ‘no mystique about it, 99
out of a 100 can be trained. There is
nothing very grand about it’

He said there was a need for more
money and human resources so peo-
ple could be sent out. He also con-
sidered that cartoonists drawing for
the paper would make an immense
improvement. He finished by think-
ing the unthinkable and asking if a
change of the paper’s name might be
appropriate.

Andrew Burgin thought the
meeting on Workers Press should
have come after the ‘Crisis in the
labour movement’ conference on 16
March.

He considered that extended edi-
torial meetings for Workers Press,
once a month, would be a very con-
structive development.

Alfred Banya, of the African Lib-
eration Support Campaign, said
Workers Press had raised important
issues for the working-class move-
ment in Africa. The WRP election
campaign in Namibia had made a
good impact there and in the rest of
Africa.

It was necessary to extend that
kind of work to Uganda, Nigeria and
target workplaces in Africa. There

ent — the
workers’ paper

were already structures available to
make these opportunities.

Mike Howgate returned to the
discussion to again criticise the lack
of attention given by Workers Press
to the Socialist Labour Party and
said that articles ‘slagging off’
Arthur Scargill did not help the dis-
cussion. The SLP was a ‘very politi-
cal’ part of the discussion and wasn't
like a trade union struggle that was
defeated or won. ‘The SLP is an ongo-
ing thing’

Geoff Pilling made ‘a plea of
defence’ for Workers Press. Tt is non-
sense to say we “slagged off” the SLP/

Workers Press had welcomed the
Socialist Labour Party in that it
broadened the discussion we had
already started on a new socialist
party. Workers Press had called for a
vote for the SLP candidate in the
Hemsworth by-election. For many
years Workers Press had defended
Arthur Scargill against the numer-
ous witch-hunts launched against
him.

Where Workers Press did criticise
Scargill was in his ambition to go
back to the ‘old’ Labour Party and
rewrite history, for example, of the
1945-51 government. The old Labour
Party had died for profoundly his-
torical reasons. In contrast, Scargill
thought Blair had robbed the work-
ing class of old Labour.

Cliff Slaughter said the discus-
sion about what kind of new party
would go on for some time, including
with those who still thought that
changing the Labour Party was still
the way forward.

For about 100 years, the working-
class movement had been restricted
politically to parliament. It didn’t
believe that that it could break
through politically except by voting
and leaving things to the politicians.

There was a strong feeling that
Blair was the only hope for getting
the Tories out, in fact more hope
than a left-wing leader would have!

The New Labour government was
going to be a big shock for many.

The overthrow of capitalism was
not going to happen today but that
overthrow was not a millenium
away. We needed to build for that
decisive moment. Workers Press
needed to be the organiser of the new
forces and to be put at the disposal of
those forces. The purpose of Workers
Press must be be to work for new

" party. It could become the organiser

of forces forming a new party.

Slaughter criticised the view that
Marxism was like the Ten Com-
mandments. It was a strategy for
needs. He also criticised the one-
sided appreciation of Lenin’s What is
to be done? that bourgeois intellectu-
als brought ‘socialist consciousness’
to the working class. In reality,
‘socialist consciousness’ was built
inside the working class. Theory has
to be realisation of the needs of the
masses.

Nick Lee referred to some criti-
cism made in the meeting that Work-
ers Press might become a ‘bulletin
board’. ‘If the paper was to become
more open it might well become
that, he said. Struggles and reports
would come into Workers Press.

The meeting finished with a num-
ber coming forward to participate in
the proposed monthly extended edi-
torial meetings and a collection of
£12172 was made to support Workers
Press’s coverage of the Liverpool
dockers dispute.
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The great break-up

A DECADE ago Lord Hanson was the
business face of Thatcherism. Start-
ing from humble origins as owner of
a small Yorkshire haulage firm, he
and business partner Gordon White
built of one of Britain’s biggest com-
panies through a series of ruthless
take-overs.

How the mighty are fallen! His
company is to be broken up.

What is the balance sheet of the
Hanson experience? What was
achieved, for whom and at what cost?

Hanson always prided himself
that the chief object of his concern
was the small shareholder. Yet the
record shows that over the last dec-
ade the company has greatly under-
performed on the stock market. As
the break-up of the British-US
empire was announced its share
price stood at 197p, a third lower
than its all-time high reached in the
early months of 1994.

If those who bought shares in the
recent past have not done very well,
this is hardly true of the company’s
directors. Hanson and his fellow
directors for years collected some of
the biggest pay packets in Britain.

Last year Hanson got £1.37Tm, chief
executive Derek Bonham took £1.2 m
and Lord Hanson'’s son Robert pock-
etted £257K. Even the non-executive
directors, who included former home
secretary Kenneth Baker and former
US ambassador Charles Price II,
were not badly done by, receiving
between £30,000 and £85,000 a year
according to seniority.

Some directors have accumulated
large shareholdings. Hanson owns
£11.8m and has options on a further 2
million shares.

Hanson bought some of the big-
gest companies in Britain including
British Every Ready, United Dra-
pery Stores, London Brick and Impe-
rial Group. Last year he jumped on
the privatisation bandwagon when
he acquired Eastern Electricity.

His main targets were US compa-
nies — leading to the understated
words of the TV commercial: ‘a com-
pany from over here doing rather
well over there’. Whatever he bought
and wherever he bought it, Hanson’s
formula was the same. Shut down the
HQ, strip out the top layer of man-
agement, sell off everything that was
‘underperforming’. Between 1964
and 1986, two-thirds of all acquisi-
tions were got rid of in this way.

If Hanson and his associates did
well out of these predatory opera-
tions, his workers didn’t. His asset
stripping destroyed of tens of thou-
sands of jobs. Latest victims are 2,300
workers due for the chop at the elec-
trical retailer Powerhouse, a loss-
making part of Eastern Electric.

In 1987, just after Hanson's pounce,
Imperial Tobacco employed 11,026
people. In 1994 under 3,000 remained
when the factory closed down.

The City did rather better. Over
three decades, Hanson spent millions
on his activities, the biggest benefici-
aries being the merchant bank
Rothchilds and the stockbroker
Hoare Govett. Ernst and Young, the
accounting firm, also had rich pick-
ings from Hanson's operations.

The Tory Party also did wvery
nicely, thank you, from the Hanson
years. Over £1m has flowed into Tory
coffers over the last ten years, with a
further £150,000 going to the party
think tank, the Centre for Policy
Studies. Telling shareholders only
last week, ‘Our help is more than
ever needed’, £100,000 was passed on.

Last week local Labour council-
lors in Peterborough, where Hanson
is building a £500m new town,
claimed the deal was a quid pro quo
for contributions to the Tory party.

If the Tory party has fared well,
the exchequer has done less well.
Through a series of offshore tax
havens, Hanson has kept his bill to a
minimum. A series of companies
located in exotic places like Panama,
the Cayman Islands and the Nether-

Jlande Antillee halned keen hic $tavw

Hanson represented the ‘new
breed’ of capitalist that came to
prominence in the 1970s and 1980s
with little interest in production
They made their money, short-term,
by buying and stripping assets, sack-
ing workers and in so doing amass-
ing fortunes for a small handful of
their cronies. How the great
breaker-upper of companies came to
break itself up is a topic to which we
must return.

Privatisation fraud

A RECENT research report finds
that a firm that runs the contracted
out school meals service in Bromley
also runs the water system in Buenos
Aires, builds roads in the Czech
republic and has been convicted of
bribing the mayor of Grenoble in its
attempts to win a contract for the
supply of water in Grenoble.

Privatisation has allowed a hand-
ful of multinational companies to
dominate public-service provision in
Britain and the rest of the world
This has resulted in cartels, combines
and widespread corruption, says the
report, Privatisation Network, pub-
lished by the Public Services Privati-
sation Research Unit.

The Tory myth that companies
tendering for privatised services are
engaged in bitter competition is
exposed in detail. The true picture is
that firms combine resources to deal
with large projects and make sure
that states provide guarantees
against financial default. Available
from PSPRU, 1 Mabledon Place, Lon-
don, WC1H 9AJ.

Japan

THE majority of Japanese firms with
investments in Britain are dissatis-
fied with their profit levels, it was
reported last week.

During Mrs Thatcher’s time in
office Japanese firms made a big
rush to Britain to take advantage of
the low level of taxation and the
relatively cheap labour power that
existed here. Much to the distress of
the French and the Germans, Japa-
nese companies saw the electronics
and car plants they built in this
country — often on greenfield sites
— as a Trojan Horse into the Euro-
pean market.

A survey of 70 top Japanese firms
with investments in Britain, carried
out by the accountants KPMG, finds
that 53 per cent are facing below
anticipated profits, and in some cases
outright losses. The low profits were
blamed on the slump in the Euro-
pean economy, the soaring yen
which made imported components
expensive, and intensifying competi-
tion from new entrants into Europe
from such countries as South Korea.

Consumer will pay

FAR more important than the early
retirement (with a pension of
£250,000 a year) of British Gas chief
Cedric Brown is the news that the
company is to be split into two. One
part, British Gas Energy (BGE), will
deal with the supply of gas to the
consumer, while the bigger of the
two, TransCo International, will be
responsible for gas exploration and
the ownership of British Gas’s
267,000km pipe system.

So what'’s the big deal? Not least of
the catastrophes that Brown super-
intended during his highly-paid
time as head of British Gas were con-
tracts signed for the supply of North
Sea gas. Stretching over as much as
20 years into the future these are
likely to land BGE with losses of at
least £1.5 billion as a result of the col-
lapse in world oil prices.

Who is going to pay for these wild
misjudgements? By loading them
exclusively onto BGE it is the con
sumer that will pay, with the mu
more powerful and
TransCo being insulated o

Brown's follv




Age of innocence?

REMARKING that I hadn’t men-
tioned her in this column for
some years, a reader asked me the
other day how my granddaughter
was getting on.

Last week, she and two friends
of roughly the same age — a cou-
ple of months short of seven —
were devoting their spare time to
singing and taping all the songs
they know. And their joint reper-
toire is huge.

I've just spent an evening lis-
tening to the tapes. Besides old
favourites like Frere Jacques, In
and Out the Dusty Bluebells, and
Daisy, Daisy, the trio came up
with a great number of songs
which were quite new to me and,
I suspect, are rarely heard by par-
ents, grandparents, or teachers,

There was a pungent tribute
to the Addams family, which
included the lines:

Uncle Fester farted

He farted through the key-
hole

And paralysed the cat.

There was a potted biography,
several stanzas long, of a woman
called Suzy:

When Suzy was a teenager she
went. ‘Ooh ah,

I've lost my bra,

I left my knickers in my boy-
friend’s car’

And there was a surrealistic
parody of Jingle Bells:

Uncle Billy
Lost his willy
On the homeward way.

Songs of this type are classi-
fied under the heading ‘The
Improper’ in that magnificent
book The Lore and Language of
Schoolchildren (Oxford, Claren-
don Press, 1959), by Iona and
Peter Opie,

Such songs are clearly an
important and deep-rooted part
of children’s own folklore, the
folklore they create for them-
selves — as distinct from what
educators and television choose
to palm off on them.

As the Opies so
pointed out 37 years ago:

‘We are not here discussing
delinquents. The usual group of
youngsters whispering together,
passing some verse to each other
and giggling, though they refuse
to tell what it is, are probably
interested in nothing more sor-
did than the deeds of nature, an
intimate garment, or a crude
word. . . . Acquisition of such a
verse seems to be as natural to
children as having second teeth.

sensibly

NOW, I had the pleasure of listen-
ing to these songs, so naively
bawdy, so funny, and so charm-
ing, in the very midst of the Great
Moral Panic initiated by a Tory
MP about the magazines pro-
duced for young girls only four
vears or so older than my grand-
daughter and her friends.

I haven't seen any of these
magazines, but I've seen quota-
tions from them in the press, and
I listened to a couple of phone-in
programmes where both detrac-
tors and defenders were sound-
ing off about them.

One woman complained that
the children of 11 and upwards
who read these publications were
being taught things which, a gen-
eration or so ago, ‘only prostitutes
knew about’.

Another complained that, in
one issue of one magazine, there
was an explanation of the term
“‘blow-job’.

A father rang in to say that, as
a young boy, he had been sub-
jected to sexual abuse; he felt that
knowledge was the best protec-
tion children could have against
such an experience; and for that
reason he would not censor his
own children’s reading.

1t seems to me that those Tory
and others who wish to pre-
ve childhood ‘innocence’ have
v a very hazy notion about
Idren’'s psycho-sexual devel-

ey seem to believe that
e puberty children are quite

nctioning.

s no such shield

PERSONAL

COLUMN

Young children pick up from tel-
evision all kinds of scraps of
information and misinformation
about sex. And through their own
semi-clandestine culture they try
to make what sense they can of
these scraps.

As puberty approaches — and
in girls, for reasons that are not
fully understood, the age of the
menarche is steadily falling —
there is an urgent need for accu-
rate, reliable knowledge.

This need should be met in a
serious and responsible way by
parents and schools. All questions
that are asked should be
answered, in terms the child can
understand.

Otherwise capitalist publish-
ers, identifying a gap in the mar-
ket, will fill it with material that
combines question-and-answer
columns (highly desirable) with
trashy advertising (highly unde-
sirable).

Sex education is too important
to be left to those whaose real con-
cern is profit.

Success stories

READERS of Workers Press will,
I'm sure, find much to interest
them in two articles, one in the
latest issue of the London Review
of Books, the other in last week’s
Times Literary Supplement.

The LRB piece is a review by
Neal Ascherson of The Collected
Works of John Reed, just pub-
lished in the US by the Modern
Library ($20).

Besides Ten Days that Shook
the World (1919), Reed’s classic
eyewitness account of the 1917
Bolshevik revolution — a book of
which Lenin wrote: ‘Unreserv-
edly do I recommend it to the
workers of the world’ — this
937-page collection also contains
Insurgent Mexico (1914) and The
War in Eastern Europe (1916).

Ascherson points out that the
title of this collection is mislead-
ing, since all Reed’s shorter pieces
are omitted, though they include
some of his best work.

Even so, I hope this book will
soon be published on this side of
the Atlantic, where there is a new
and receptive young audience for
the writings of this century's
greatest socialist journalist.

The TLS piece I want to draw
attention to is an article by
Andrew Adonis on Marx’s criti-
cism of the Liberal statesman
William Ewart Gladstone
(1809-98), which is to be found
scattered through 34 years of
Marx’s correspondence and jour-
nalism.

For once — and this is a most
welcome change — we are given
an article on Marx by a non-
Marxist which is substantially
accurate; is free from the custom-
ary gibes and sneers; pays tribute
to Marx’s ‘telling thrusts’; and
avers that Marx and Gladstone
alike ‘were roused to passion by
injustice, alienation and imperi-
alism’.

I have only two quibbles. First,
Adonis seems not to understand
the editorial convention adopted
in the Lawrence & Wishart edi-
tion of the collected works of
Marx and Engels, whereby, in
translations from German and
other languages, words that are
in English in the original are
printed in capital letters.

So he retains these capitals
without explanation, which looks
a bit odd.

Second, though Adonis refers
to Gladstone’s father as a ‘Liver-
pool merchant ... far richer than’
Marx’s father, he doesn’t say how
the elder Gladstone got his
money.

Perhaps he doesn’t know that
Sir John Gladstone owned a
sugar plantation in what is now
Guyana, where the slaves were
systematically worked to death,
and was handsomely compen-
sated for the loss of those slaves
when they were emancipated.
The name of his plantation was
‘Success’.

preer Fry

From NIKOS LOUKIDIS
in Athens

ON 15 January the Greek prime
minister, Andreas Papandreou
resigned at the age of 77 because
of bad health. Three days later
the government party, PASOK,
voted in K. Simitris as prime
minister. The political end of
Papandreou also represents the
end of those forms of bourgeois
government that have existed in
Greece since 1974.

Papandreou began as an
admirer of Leon Trotsky and
ended up as an tool of the ruling

class, along with the clergy, magi-

cians, mystifiers, ete.

He was the son of the liberal
bourgeois politician, George
Papandreou, who was guilty as
president of the Government of
National Unity in December 1944
of the massacre of the revolution-
ary movement of Athens with
military equipment supplied by
British imperialism’s troops, the
Greek police and the fascists.

This was only possible because
the Stalinist leadership betrayed
the movement.

At the end of the 1950s, the
Greek workers’ movement had
overcome the consequences of
this defeat and started to remob-
lise. This terrified imperialism
and it was decided in Washington
to found a new party, Enosis Ken-
trou, in which George Papan-
dreou was leader.

Andreas Papandreou’s former
wife, Margarita, has written: ‘The
view of Washington was that
progressive and reformist move-
ments had to be supported as the
most effective way to confront
communism. This constituted the
main element of US foreign pol-
icy’ (Nightmare in Athens, p10).

In February 1964, George
Papandreou won the election and
became prime minister for about
18 months. It was a period of
great militancy by the oppressed
masses. There were continuous
clashes with the police.

A deep crisis with the bour-
geois government along with the
lack of revolutionary working-
class leadership led to the 1967-74
dictatorship.

Andreas
Papandreou —
a life

AT the age of 14, Papandreou
came into personal conflict with
his father because of his divorce
from his mother.

At this time Andreas came in
contact with the revolutionary
ideas of Leon Trotsky and par-
ticipated in the Trotskyist move-
ment. The most important figure
of the movement at that time was
Panteilis Pouliopoulos, the first
secretary of the Communist
Party of Greece. Also, the student
Michael Raptis (Pablo) was
beginning to emerge.

Martial law was declared in
1936 and both these figures were
arrested. Pouliopoulis together
with other comrades refused to
denounce their communist ideals
or compromise with the dictator-

_ship. Pouliopoulis was finally

executed in 1943 by an Italian fas-
cist band.

and

Michael Raptis was released
after he used some connections of
his wife who came from a rich
bourgeois family. He left for
Paris and took part in the found-
ing congress of the Fourth Inter-
national in 1938.

(After the war Raptis became
leader of the Fourth Interna-
tional and tried to destroy it from
the inside. Today he is one of the
main ideologists of Greek nation-
alism. A few weeks ago, Raptis
appeared on television visiting
Andreas Papandreou in hospital.)

In 1939, at the age of 20, Papan-
dreou was himself arrested by
the dictatorship’s police. He was
tortured and denounced for his
communist ideas. After he was
released, he went to the US to
study economics in May 1940. He
obtained US citizenship and
joined the US Navy as an officer.

In 1944, he became a technical
consultant for the framework of
the Bretton Woods conference
that  decided  international
finance arrangements after the
war.

During the period of rabid
anticommunism in the US, where
many radical intellectuals lost
their jobs, Papandreou had an
excellent career. He was a mem-
ber of the Democratic Party and
during his stay at the University
of Minnesota, he supported
Hubert Humphrey. In 1952 and
1956, he took part in the Demo-
cratic presidential campaign for
Adlai Stevenson.

In 1961, Papandreou returned,
or rather he was sent, to Greece.
In agreement with the then
right-wing prime minister, K.
Karamanlis, he founded the Cen-
tre for Economic Research, which
was funded by several North
American institutes like Berkley
and California universities, the
Ford Foundation, etc. At the same
time he was a director of the
National Bank of Greece.

‘He is considered to be fond of
Kennedy’s politics and we under-
stand that the assassinated US
president was sympathetic to
him and liked his presence in
Greek ruling circles’ (S. Meynaud,
Political Forces in Greece).

In 1964, he became a minister
in his father's government. He
was reputed to be the leader of
the left faction of Enosis Kentrou.

Andreas Papandreou and wife at his 1993 election victory

At the same time he had relations
with nationalist officers.

He was arrested for a short
time in 1967 by the dictators but
after the appeal of the Greek and
foreign interests he represented,
he was released and went abroad.

In July 1974, the dictatorship
collapsed. There was a big and
developing radicalisation of the
working class, youth and other
oppressed petty-bourgeois layers.
Stalinism was in crisis and
couldn’t integrate itself in the
new working-class movement.
The ruling class needéd new bar-
riers, new methods to deal with
the working class.

The old politicians were given
new ‘images’ to take the workers
in, to control and govern the
working class.

The old right-wing prime
minister Karamanlis, who pre-
sided over violence, founded the
party of New Democracy. The
‘Kennedian’, Andreas Papandre-
ou, founded the Panhellenic
Socialist Movement (PASOK) in
September 1974.

The PASOK leadership con-
sisted of old Enosis Kentrou poli-
ticians, officers who had
collaborated with the Nazi forces
during the occupation of Greece
or they had fought against the
partisans, petty-bourgeois ‘ex-
terrorists’, Stalinist careerists
and a few ‘Trotskyists’.

A close comrade of Raptis, who
with him had taken part in the
Algerian revoluitions, Dimitris
Livieratos, was a member of the
party’s executive before he was
expelled.

The revisionists and Stalinists
gave PASOK a left ‘cover’.

At the same time as Papan-
dreou was in direct contact with
US imperialism, he used dema-
gogy to disorient the masses and
keep them under bourgeois rule.
He shouted: ‘Out of NATO and the
European Community; ‘US air
bases out of Greece, ‘EC and
NATO the same. He spoke
against social democracy and for
the abolition of the exploitation
man by man. Also he appealed to
national sentiments when he said:
‘Greece belongs to the Greeks.

He used those many ‘third
world’ theories which our late
comrade Tom Kemp so acutely
criticised.

Andreas Papandreou
after

In a short period he managed
to win over the majority in the
trade unions and reduced the
Communist Party forces.

In 1981, PASOK formed a gov-
ernment on 48 per cent of the
votes. It abandoned its slogans
and its ‘left’ face. During its first
years in office it tried to imple-
ment a Keynesian programme
that collapsed in a short time.

After 1985, PASOK adopted a
Thatcherite  austerity  pro-
gramme accompanied by a series
of anti-working-class laws. The
architect of austerity was the
finance minister and is now
prime minister, Kostas Simitris.
This was the period when Sim-
itris passed his exams and got his
qualifications from the ruling
class.

In 1987, hundreds of trade
unionists left PASOK and tried to
found a new workers’ party. But
when these career trade Unionists
realised that their attempt had
no future and that they had lost
their positions, they rejoined
PASOK and today they are part
of the trade union bureaucracy.

In 1989, PASOK lost the elec-
tions after a series of corruption
accusations. There was a deep
political crisis. For a short period
the Communist Party formed a
coallition government with
right-wing New Democracy.

Soon after the majority of the
Greek ruling class once again put
their weight behind Papandreou
as the best of their politicians. In
1993, he became the leader of a
new government.

With the help of the trade
union bureaucracy, he imple-
mented all his instructions from
the ruling class, cultivated
nationalism and the Greek capi-
talist intervention in the Balkan
region and ex-Soviet Union.

A substantial section of the
population is condemned to
poverty and unemployment
inereases.

But the working-class move-
ment has not been in struggle
recently except in some tired and
desperate strikes because of its
bureaucratic leadership.

Kostas

- ] [ |
Simitris
SIMITRIS was elected prime
minister by PASOK MPs on 19
January. His father was a leader
in the partisan movement during
the fascist occupation and par-
ticipated in the popular govern-
ment which they formed.

During the dictatorship
(1967-74), Kostas took part in the
resistance and specialised in
planting bombs.

The rebel petty-bourgeois
‘terrorist’ of the 1960s has become
prime minister in 1996, an oft-re-
peated phenomenon.

The new prime minister is
acceptable both to the Greek
capitalists and those of the Euro-
pean Union. Any fantasies of the
new prime minister will soon col-
lapse in the contradictions of
capitalist economy.

Any illusions vested in him by
the masses of Athens will change
as the reality is that we have
entered a period of political
instability which can pave the
road for their reemergence ‘in
struggle.

Hillingdon
Hospital
dispute

Day of support
Saturday 17 February

11.30am, Colham Green Recreation
Ground, Colham Green Road, Uxbridge
(nearest tube, no car parking!)

London support committee
public meeting

Support the
Liverpool
dockers!

Thursday 7 March, 7.30pm

Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London (near
Holborn tube)

Under the auspices of the Liverpool Docks Shop
Stewards Committee
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Polish presidential elections

Workers slowly

~ regain class

From LUDWIK HASS in
Poland

THE WINNER of the Polish
residential elections Aleksander
wasniewski represents the
mocratic Left Alliance (DLA).
The DLA is a federation of
rger and smaller groups — the
w=in ones being Kwasniewski's
rty. the Social-democracy of
e Polish Republic party (SdPR),
d the peasant party.
The spread of the DLA ranges
m a section of the orphans of
seph Stalin and his KGB
nchman L.P. Beria (the Union
Polish Communists ‘Prole-
riat’) to the most ardent sup-

rters of free-market
pitalism.
Workers (employed and

employed) are slowly regain-
g their class consciousness,
hich was effectively destroyed
v many years of bureaucratic
A similar thing is happening
only less intensely — among
hite-collar workers.
‘Experiences of privatisation
d work under a private
ployer are telling both these
ctions that the class war is not
» invention of the ‘Commies’, but
e stark reality.
The optimism flowing from
isshould however be qualified.
The president and the govern-
nt will inevitably disappoint
en those modest hopes that the
asses have put in them.
Undoubtedly they will make
concessions to the Catholic
rgv, and they will not halt or
pede capitalist robbery.
The danger from this is that
working people, deeply disap-
gnted, will give in to a
ofound political indifference,
follow the nationalist-authori-
rian propaganda.
Therefore the task for the
pups of the authentic left —
pwever small they may be —
uld be to put a stop to devel-
ments in that direction.
It is necessary to deepen all
ti-capitalist moods among the
sses of hired labour, and trans-
m them into permanent atti-
les, into convictions, and to

ing class consciousness info
se sections.

Only this will strengthen their
i1l to protest against exploita-
n and capital’s various ideo-
ical functionaries, and bring
working class into a condition
ere it is ready to fight, to move
to combat.

This requires that however
21l our forces are we should
in in strike actions and other
ti-right-wing actions that are
king place.

Basic

In this way we shall gain sym-
thisers and supporters, we
=11 create the preconditions for
e formation of a consistent
rty of the left, a Trotskyist
it cannot be anything else),
section of the Fourth Interna-

(i

the just society where all peo-
= are treated on the basis of
mality, a society where the
ploitation of one by another
2l disappear.

fEE DLA won by 52 per cent in

Gdansk’s ‘Lenin’ shipyard, 1980. Now many demand:

‘End the rule of Walesa and the clergy’

the second round of the presiden-
tial elections.

Kwasniewski gained 9 million
votes — with a 646,300 majority
over Lech Walesa, the repre-
sentative of the most primitive
anticommunism and clericalism.

The new president is not by
any stretch of the imagination a
hero of the more or less consist-
ent and authentic left. Despite
this, the electoral result should
give rise to some optimism.

It means that — despite all
sorts of cries of despair by capitu-
lators and renegades on the left
— the door is wide open for the
left to engage in fruitful activity,
to reach the widest sections of
population in Poland, first of all
the working people, where it will
find understanding and support.

This is the clear message of the
electoral statistics and the analy-
sis of the groups taking part and
the way the vote went.

So it is not surprising that in
the flood of the press commentar-
ies on the subject of the election
no one reached for the statistics.

Numerous supporters of the
right — portrayed to readers as
‘objective scientists’, sociologists
or political analysts — tried to
explain in all sorts of ways that
Kwasniewski’s victory was not a
victory. At the most, they said, it
was rigged and did not mean any-
thing.

That'’s why they were silent on
the question of the numbers,
although they should form the
basis for their conclusions. Also
the ‘scientists’ belonging to the
DLA did not want to consider the
statistics, in fear that they might
be suspected of not having for-
gotten their Marxism entirely.

The meaning of these election
results can't be reduced to the
question of who was going to
occupy the presidential chair.

The experience of the last five
years’ presidential and parlia-
mentary elections has already
taught voters that it is of little
importance what sort of promises
are made by candidates. He/she
will never keep them.

The people who went out to
vote were not so much concerned
with who would be the No.l per-
son in Poland, but with what
Dalej [bi-monthly Trotskyist
paper, published by sympathisers
of the United Secretariat of the
Fourth International] wrote on
the first page of their pre-elec-
tion issue: ‘Stop the Right!

It was more simply and clearly
expressed in a graffiti message
written in black on one of War-

saw’s trams: ‘End the rule of
Walesa and the clergy.

The object of the struggle was
defined much more clearly in this
way than in Kwasniewski’s
propaganda. It was constantly
concerned with what professor
Geremek and similar intellectu-
als from the Freedom Party and
Gazeta Wyborcza would say.

The voters were conscious of
what the struggle was about. It
was about breaking the psycho-
logical (and other) terror of the
right. For this reason they voted
in larger numbers — 65 per cent
— than in the first round of the
presidential elections in 1990 (61
per cent), or in the last three par-
liamentary elections.

Danger

That’s why already in the first
round the two main candidates
altogether received over 68 per
cent, while less than a third voted
for the remaining 11 candidates.

Already, on 6 November,
Kwasniewski — treated by the
whole of the right and the clergy
as danger Nol — had received
358,100 more votes than Walesa,
that is 2 per cent more (35 per
cent to 33 per cent).

Employed workers voted
more or less equally for both (35
per cent), but the unemployed
clearly preferred Kwasniewski
(38 per cent) among all the candi-
dates (Walesa got 28 per cent of

their vote). A
Former dissident and now
government minister Jacek

Kuron was not able to win them
over even with soup kitchens.

The peasant voters — those
who did not vote for the leader of
their party, Pawlak — preferred
Walesa slightly more (31 per cent)
to Kwasniewski on 30 per cent.

But the ‘middle class, the
apparent upholder of democracy,
in reality dreaming about how to
become rich by all means at its
disposal, including swindles and
financial scams, clearly valued
Walesa more (39 per cent) than
the DLA (28 per cent) despite the
great efforts to win it over.

But National Bank of Poland
chairperson Hanna Gronkiewicz-
Waltz was not popular with
them. :

Kwasniewski's small majority
over Walesa deeply alarmed all
those who had had enough of
Walesa’s dictatorial gestures and
domination of the right in public
life.

They were previously certain
of the right’s defeat and did not

conscioushess

take part in the first round of the
elections on 6 November, but now
realised that the situation had
become serious.

Despite some of the support-
ers of the 11 lesser candidates
remaining at home and not vot-
ing in the second round on 19
November, something very rare
happened — more people voted
(916,300) than in the first round!

The percentage of those that
voted accordingly rose by 3 per
cent to 68 per cent. (In 1990 in the
second round the turn-out
dropped by 7 per cent, to 53 per
cent; 24 million of those who
voted in the first round, did not
vote in the second.)

Thanks to this, Kwasniewski's
majority over Walesa in absolute
terms almost doubled — it rose
from 358,100 votes to 646,300.

It became also much more
transparent who voted for whom,
who opposes the right-wing
presidency and dictatorship, who
is against the domination of the
clergy.

Kwasniewski won the votes of
60 per cent of the unemployed, 54
per cent of white-collar workers
and 56 per cent of peasants.

He also received 40 per cent of
the managers’ and businessmen’s
votes.

Speaking in rather ‘unfash-
ionable’ language, class con-
sciousness tipped the scales,
although not that predominantly,
over other motives and the pres-
ently pervasive right-wing
propaganda of the media.

More than a half of the manag-
ers and businessmen voted for
Walesa (60 per cent). He also got
votes from housewives (55 per
cent) and pensioners (54 per
cent).

Walesa was -preferred by
women (51 per cent). Also the
people with the minimum state
education (52 per cent), the older
generations: those between 50-59
(53 per cent) and those aged 60
and over (59 per cent).

That is all those who have
direct self-interest in the unlim-
ited, plundering development of
the capitalist order, and also
those who succumb most easily to
nationalist and clerical propa-
ganda.

Therefore among those who
voted for Kwasniewski there
were more men (51 per cent),
young apprentice school leavers
(51 per cent), other school leavers
(51 per cent) — in the main young
people.

Textbook

In other words the distribu-
tion of the votes could almost
have been taken from a textbook.

Now a few words about the
behaviour in the second round of
the elections by the so-called
intelligentsia. More than half the
adult and older voters voted for
Walesa (53 per cent).

What was decisive for many of
these in casting their vote was
the ill-founded fear of social
unrest, ‘what will happen if the
left wing’, and fear of reaction by
the right wing to such a result
with, perhaps, an examination of
the not always honourable past of
many intellectuals.

This 6 per cent majority of the
pro-Walesa camp turned out to
be much smaller among the intel-
ligentsia’s small fry (pupils and
students). Here it dropped to 2
per cent (51 per cent for Walesa)
Among older intellectuals it was
53 per cent).

Workers Press

Science focus

A monthly column by Daniel Robertson,
principal scientist at a leading bio-technology company

Bell Curve cracks

THE Bell Curve is a reactionary
book claimimg that differences in
measured IQ between races and
social classes are largely due to
genetics. The authors, Richard J.
Herrnstein and Charlies Murray,
conclude it is a waste of time to
spend money on welfare and edu-
cation for the poorest in society.

This is used by the US'’s radical
right to justify attacks on what
little welfare support is available.
The book has come under heavy
attack from most scientists for
misleading statistical methods
and ignoring evidence that con-
tradicts the authors’ views.

A paper presented to the
American Association for the
Advancement of Science has seri-
ously undermined the claims of
The Bell Curve. Craig Ramey has
studied the impact of intensive
efforts to stimulate intellectual
development in children from
poor backgrounds.

The children were subjected to
high-quality verbal stimulation.
The result was a marked increase
in 1Q. The effect was most marked
in children of parents suffering
from the most severe intellectual
backwardness where increases of
between 15 and an incredible 30
points were recorded.

This provides a powerful
argument against genes/IQ reac-
tionaries and suggests education
of disadvantaged children should
be improved, not scrapped. Com-
pare this with Tony Blair who
says bright children should be
streamed off so they can benefit
from more intensive education.

The craziness of the genetic
reductionists has recently been
revealed in the publication of
studies by General Franco’s chief
psychologist. He was convinced
that there was a gene for Marxist
beliefs!

Prisoners were subjected to
‘tests”. The ‘conclusion’ reached
was that: ‘The political-demo-
cratic-communist fanaticism is
characterised in the subjects by a
weak intelligence and a high
presence of social psychopaths
and people who are socially
anomalous, like schizoids or
political mysties’ -

This may sound like crazy
nonsense but similar ‘tests’ were
used in the US at one time to
‘prove’ that Jewish immigrants
were intellectually impaired —
this was used to justify denying
them refuge.

The efforts of the Bell-Curve
brigade are designed to resurrect
such pseudoscience to serve a
reactionary political agenda.

Racist claims of white genetic
superiority have sadly been met
with a similar irrationality from
Louis Farrakhan, the US Black
Muslim leader. He claims that
black skin, created in the image
of God, indicates strength and
white skin reflects a degenerate
weakness. These ideas have been
developed to counter'white racist
claims in a manner that exploits
black peoples’ anger, but they are
just as unscientific.

US Green challenge

IN THE US, Ralf Nader long had a
reputation as an advocate of con-
sumer rights and a campaigner
against US big business. He has
now teamed up with the US
Green movement to mount a
challenge for the presidency.

- The US Greens have experi-
enced very rapid growth in
recent years as people become
disillusioned with the major par-
ties tied so closely to capitalism.

They stand for a basic pro-
gramme of ten key values: non-
violence, social justice, ecological
wisdom, grass-roots democracy,
feminism, respect for diversity,
decentralisation, community-
based economics, personal and
global responsibility, and sus-
tainability/future-focus.

They have 100,000 members in
California alone, where polls give
Nader 11 per cent. He is standing
at the head of Third Parties '96
which is a newly-formed coali-
tion of labour, left, green and
social-activist groups across the
US that wants to build a new
politics that is not controlled by

big business. They accuse the big
parties of having abandoned the
interests of working people.

Recent polls show that 62 per
cent of Americans want a third
choice in the presidential elec-
tions. This reflects a clear earth-
quake starting to work through
American political life. Another
reflection is the sharp increase in
trade union activity.

The programme of Third Par-
ties '96 is reformist, but will
bring it up against the increas-
ingly extreme right trend in the
major capitalist parties which is
seeking to roll back what reforms
the US working class has been
able to win and hold.

The growth of the Green
movement, and its convergence
with left, often radical-left ten-
dencies in many capitalist coun-
tries, is an important and
encouraging trend that will pro-
vide rich opportunities for Marx-
ist work. The US Greens can be
found on the internet at
http://www.rahulnet/green/.

New socialist party

NORMAN HARDING wrote in
last week’s Workers Press of the
importance of involving scien-
tists in writing for workers’
papers and their responsibility to
step forward and contribute to
the preparations for a new social-
ist party. He asks why scientists
often appear to hesitate to draw
the appropriate political conclu-
sions from their generally mate-
rialist view of nature.

Unfortunately their view is
often a mechanical-materialist
perspective that allows religious
concepts to creep back in. It is the
failure to develop a dialectical
materialist perspective that hin-
ders making the logical jump to
applying scientific analysis to
human social problems.

" The appearance of phenomena
that contradict a simplistic
mechanical view, such as chaos
theory or quantum physics,. can
be used to attack materialism and
excuse the bleak view of the
‘post-modernists’ that there is no
theory that can be applied to
human society.

The Science Forum called for
in my last column must take up
these issues. Can I appeal again
for interested readers to con-
tact me. A first step might be to
organise a series of meetings at
which scientific issues can be dis-
cussed. The interest that this col-
umn has prompted suggests there
should be considerable interest
and support for these discussions.

Sperm wars

HUMAN fertilisation is usually
thought of as the outcome of a
mad rush by millions of sperm to
be the first to reach the ovum.
This can be seen as a parody of
the concept of ‘survival of the
fittest’ that is used by reactionary
sociologists to add scientific gloss
to the capitalist market economy.

Recent research has found
that it is not as simple as that.
There are actually several types
of sperm having different func-
tions that work together to give
their own ‘team’ the best chance
of achieving fertilisation.

Some sperm do the fertilising
while others block the competi-
tion. Some are even killer-hunter
types that actively attack and kill
enemy sperm. The competition
here, of course, means another
sexual partner.

Nature never arranges these
things by accident. This discov-
ery clearly suggests that humans
evolved to be sexually very pro-
miscuous and is a clear challenge
to bourgeois morality. Our closest
relatives, chimpanzees, lead lives
of intense sexual activity. What
went wrong?

Modern human societies, even
the more ‘primitive’, seem to be
universally based on the family
unit. A process of social evolution
has clearly happened that works
against nature’s expectations of
our behaviour. Is there any evi-
dence that humanity in its state
of primitive communism led a
more liberated sex life? What
implications does this have for 2
post-capitalist society?
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Bosnians grab Chetnik General — and expose Dayton sham

TWO high-ranking Serb
nationalist officers
arrived in Scheveningen
prison, near the Hague,
last week, escorted by
NATO soldiers. It was the
first time anyone had
been extradited by the
International War Crimes
Tribunal, and it was
entirely due to action by
Bosnia and Herzegovina
(BiH) forces, fed up with
waiting for the NATO-led
implementation force
(IFOR) to act.

General Djordje Djukic, an
aide to General Mladic, Colonel
Aleksa Krsmanovie, and six

others, were seized by Bosnian
forces on 30 January.

According to Bosnian Serb
sources, the senior officers were
on their way to talks with IFOR
in Sarajevo. British Brigadier
Andrew Cumming, in charge of

BY CHARLIE POTTINS

NATO'’s joint operations centre,
said he was unaware of any meet-
ing being scheduled.

Cumming said Djukic, Krs-
manovie and their driver were
arrested after taking a wrong
turning, into Bosnian govern-
ment-held territory.

Djukic and Krsmanovic are
accused of killing civilians dur-
ing the siege of Sarajevo.

‘We have evidence that not
only did they participate in
killing civilians, but they also
helped organise the killing of
civilians, said Bosnian security
chief Bakir Alispahic.

‘Since there exists evidence
that both officers were involved
in committing war erimes
against civilians, we were autho-
rized and obliged to start an
investigation/

Three others detained — Tese
Tesic, Petar Todorovic and Dusan
Borovic — were suspected of
killing civilians in eastern and

IFOR troops loot
Sarajevo centre

AS if three years of war hadn’t
done enough damage to Sarajevo,
French troops of the US-led
peace-implementation force
IFOR have gutted the Bosnian
capital’s Skenderija sports centre.

A report in Oslobodenje (3
February) said soldiers being
moved from the sports complex
to a barracks in a Serb-held
suburb spent some days dis-
mantling the centre’s restaurant,
shower area and bathrooms, leav-
ing ‘only the tiles on the walls'.

Sarajevo police said they had
no authority to intervene. An
IFOR officer told Bosnians they
would get the property back
some day if they could prove
ownership.

‘If they continue taking away
everything at their hand’s reach,

the 35 million war damage of
Skenderija centre will be in-
creased by another 15 million,
the centre’s director, Sadik
Hasanbegovic told a press confer-
ence later.

‘We informed the city authori-
ties and the republic and the state
committee for cooperation with
the UN but received no reply.

Amir Hadziomeragic, assis-
tant of the state committee for co-
operation with the UN said a
written request had been made to
IFOR to stop removing items
from Skenderija to the Rajlovac
barracks, in a still occupied part
of Sarajevo, without even taking
an inventory in the owner’s pres-
ence. The government was also
demanding return of all that had
been taken away.

Uganda ’96

African Liberation Support Campaign and Uganda Joint Working
Platform for Democracy: A series of discussions on an African case
of a fight-back against military dictatorship __ ‘Building a task force
network for democracy’. February to April 1996. Umoja Theatre, The

Base, 59 Bethwin Road, Camberwell, London SE5, 1pm-6pm.
Sundays 25 Feb, 10 and 24 Mar, 7 and 21 Apr
Case 2, Sunday 25 February: The Demacratic Party (DP) and
comparitive parties in Africa
Information: Kofi (0171-924 9033) or Alfred (0956 222 497)
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southern Bosnia. The general’s
driver and two other arrested
Serbs would be set free after
being questioned, the Bosnians
said.

The Bosnian action caused
alarm among the. imperialist
‘peacekeepers’ reluctant to do
anything about war criminals, as
well as among the Chetnik war
criminals themselves.

‘We have decided to stop nego-
tiations and not to go to the Mus-
lim part any longer until we get
the ... Serbs released, said Chet-
nik spokesperson Dragan
Bozanic.

‘The problem is someone is not
obeying the Dayton agreement ...
We are expecting NATO to help
us solve the problem.

A Chetnik commander threat-
ened: ‘There are 3,000 cars that
travel through Ilidza every day ...
But you can be sure that if we are
not given free passage we will not
give free passage to them. They
are making a grave, grave mis-
take. If these men are not freed
the Muslims will find themselves
once again trapped inside Sara-
jevo.

Danger

“This is a development which
risks putting in serious danger
the implementation of the peace
accords and the ability of various
communities to live together in
the Bosnian capital, said Italy’s
European Union presidency.

European High Representa-
tive Carl Bildt said legal rights
must be respected. Russian
Defence Minister Pavel Grachev,

Radovan Karadzic: Officers of
the Light Dragoons claimed
not to know whether he'd
been indicted at the Hague
tribunal for war crimes!

butcher of Chechnya, called the
detentions ‘unjust. Brigadier
Cumming described the arrests
as ‘provocative and inflamma-
tory’.

Bosnia’s new prime minister
Hasan Muratovic said that after
four years of war the events could
not endanger the ‘peace process’.
‘Whatever happens there is so
much pressure on us that I cannot
describe. You know that we all
have to deal with war criminals
... There will be no peace in
Bosnia-Herzegovina until war
criminals are taken to the Hague
tribunal or some other court.

Tt is undescribable what
crime was done in Bosnia-Herze-
govina. You know only part of it/

‘So we must search for crimi-

nals. And it may be that we some-
times arrest innocent people...If
they are not war criminals, they
will be freed,’ Muratovic added.
‘We consider this the first seri-
ous challenge to the Dayton
agreement, said US Secretary of
State Richard Holbrooke, who
flew into Bosnia last weekend to
persuade Bosnian and Serb
leaders to compromise. He admit-
ted however that the Dayton
agreement was supposed to pro-
vide for arrest of war eriminals.

‘Crusade’

NATO officers don't want to
hunt for war criminals or co-
operate with the search for evi-
dence. They complain their
relationship with the Serb mili-
tary command could be spoilt by
a ‘moral crusade’ (an insensitive
term when the war criminals are
accused of butchering Muslims,
with the blessing of their church).

Lieutenant Colonel Mark
Rayner of IFOR said soldiers had
been told they were not there to
hunt for war criminals. Giving
them photographs of those
indicted ‘would send a confusing
message’.

As a result IFOR soldiers
‘won’t necessarily recognise a
war criminal or know that they
bumped into one, and they can’t
be expected to.

Chetnik  leader Radovan
Karadzic, already indicted by the
Hague tribunal, has been travel-
ling unhampered through IFOR
checkpoints, appearing on televi-
sion, and addressing political
meetings.

KILLERS CAUGHT!

As Karadzic took a stroll in
Banja Luka (where many Serbs
are opposed to him) a British
NATO jeep was seen parked
nearby.

Officers of the Light Dragoons
stationed not far from the Chet-
nik leaders’ hotel claimed they
were ‘not sure’ whether he was on
the indicted list. They did not
remember what they had done
with the list.

General Djukic and Colonel
Krsmanovic, the only high-rank-
ing officers so far arrested, were
taken to the Hague for question-
ing as part of a compromise
under which the Bosnian govern-
ment agreed to only arrest sus-
pects on an agreed list. The other
four officers were freed as a ges-
ture of goodwill.

B Establishment-connected
Serb nationalist lobbyists in
Britain intend to run a smear
campaign against the Hague
Tribunal in the Tory media.

A memorandum  which
Workers Press has seen attacks
Judge Richard Goldstone and
members of his tribunal, sin-
gling out African and Asian
members.

‘Western concepts of impar-
tial justice mean nothing to
them,” asserts the writer, a Bri-
tish author whose own strong
pro-Chetnik  partiality has
extended to condemning World
War II support for Tito’s parti-
sans. A person connected with
the Serb Information Centre in
London has circulated the
memorandum to key sup-
porters.

Visa racism bars Pakistan trade unionist

A CAMPAIGN fighting for rights
for trade unionists in Pakistan
had to cancel an important Lon-
don meeting last week because
the main speaker, a leading wo-
man trade unionist, was refused a
visa to enter Britain.

Shahida Jabeen, international
secretary of the Pakistan Trade
Union Defence Campaign, was
coming to meet trade unionists
and members of the Pakistani
community in Britain, and had
been invited to address a series of
meetings.

The trade union defence cam-
paign says the refusal of a visa to
her is ‘yet another case of the Bri-
tish government’s racist policy
towards those who would wish to
enter this country for whatever
reasons.

The British High Commission
in Islamabad asked for evidence
that Shahida’s visit was for bona
fide reasons, and would not be
‘abused’. Letters were provided
from several organisations, and
from MP Tony Benn, but appar-
ently this did not suffice.

The High Commission also
wanted bank statements and tax

documents, not items poor people
in Pakistan usually possess. As
usual, racism and class bias go
hand in hand.

Trade unionists in Pakistan
are struggling on several fronts
— against anti-union laws, pri-
vatisation, women’s oppression,
and the brutal exploitation of
bonded child labour.

Writing in the Pakistan Trade
Union Defence Campaign’s bul-
letin no.l in December, Shahida
Jabeen said a million children
work in the carpet industry.
More than 300,000 children work
as bonded labour in the brick
kilns.

Children are used to clean in-
side oil tankers. Pakistan police,
far from enforcing labour laws
and protecting children, run a
protection racket, locking chil-
dren up and beating them if they
don’t pay a ‘bhatta’ (bribe).

Igbal Masih, a 12-year-old who
exposed conditions of child
labour in the carpet industry,
was murdered last April.

Arif Shah, secretary of the
Punjab Labour Federation was
assassinated in January last year,

and Usman Ghani, a banking
trade unionist was murdered in
September.

Shahida Jabeen, who is gener-
al secretary of the Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party Women's Wing, be-
came politically involved in the
fight against General Zia’s dicta-
torship. Shahida was jailed for 12
months in Rawalpindi in 1978,
along with her five-month-old
daughter.

Rearrested in 1982, she was
beaten and tortured in the
Fortress at Lahore, and spent
eight months in solitary confine-
ment, After going on hunger
strike she was transferred to Kot-
lakhpat prison, where she was
held until 1984.

Shahida's brother, accused of
‘terrorism’, was hanged by the
dictatorship on 6 August 1984.
She was arrested and held again
several times from 1985-88.

Eight years ago she was given
a visa to enter Britain without
any problem, so why is the Bri-
tish government blocking her
visit now?

The Pakistan Trade Union De-
fence Campaign says it is both

racist and political discrimina-
tion.

Denying a leading trade
union movement activist the
right to visit and speak to trade
unionists in this country is an at-
tack on the rights of the labour
movement here, the campaign’s
London office says.

B Messages of protest to the:
British High Commission, Im-
migration Section, Diplomatic
Enclave, Ramna 5, Islamabad,
Pakistan. Fax: 00 92 51 822 313.

W Keith Standring, secretary
of the International Trade Union
Solidarity Campaign (ITUSC) has
written adding its voice to the
protest.

An article by Imran Ali, of the
Pakistan Trade Union Defence
Campaign, appears in the Jan-
uary 1996 International Trade
Unionist Bulletin, and there will
be further coverage in the com-
ing issue.

The bulletin is available from
ITUSC, PO Box 18, Epsom KT18
TYR, England. Send £5 for 12 is-
sues, or 55p to sample one issue.

newsletter

including p&p

The Worker

Namibia’s proletarian
Photocopy available price £1.25

Education, rights of minorities,
tasks of working class,
COSATU attacks WI leader

Indian army
enters

politics

From PETER GIBSON in India

THE army in India seems to be
taking much more interest in the
activity of politicians.

In Maipur, two personnel
from the Assam Rifles were
found in the office of the gover-
nor of Maipur and Nagaland, O.N.
Srivastava. They were in civilian
dress, and carried no idenity
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cards, and when questioned gave
the wrong names.

At first the army command
said the men would be court-
martialled, but later said that
since the two soldiers were there
to mend a phone line and had
wandered into the wrong room,
there was no case for a court-
martial.

Army personnel are also in the
police headquarters and stations,
as well as in the Imphal telephone
exchange. It is said that this
activity is to direct calls to army
camps. But some are worried that
there might be more sinister
motives!

B More news — page 3.



