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ELECTION SOON?

By David Maude

Brighton, Monday

THE LABOUR PARTY conference, which opened
at Brighton today, could be the last full conference
before the next general election, Mrs. Eirene White,
the Party chairman, told delegates.

More
{roops

as Ulster
(Ehsion -
rises

From our own correspondent

SIX hundred troops of the
4] Commando Royal
Marines flew to Belfast from
Plymouth on Monday fol-
lowing a call for reinforce-
ments from Lt-Gen Sir Ian
Freeland, British military
commander for Northern
Ireland.

As the first plane-load of
troops arrived in Ulster, a bus
was set alight in the Ulsterbus
depot after a petrol bomb
was thrown at Smithfield bus
station.

In York Street, a few yards
away, firemen were called to
the large Co-operative stores
after two petrol bombs had
been thrown into the shop.

Earlier, troops in the Falls
Road area fired canisters of
CS gas to disperse a crowd of
about 50 young workers who
had ignored orders to dis-

perse.

The crowd threw stones at
the soldiers but dispersed
after the canisters were fired.

Freeland's call for rein-
forcements underlines the
continuing crisis in Ulster—
a crisis which will not be
solved by 600 or 6,000 more
troops.

Irish workers should be
warned: fresh repressions are
on the way. The campaign
must be stepped up for the
immediate withdrawal of Brit-
ish troops.

The tip of the iceberg
broke through for a short

time yesterday morning,
when the conference
arrangements committee

chairman Glyn Williams re-

L Borted, thar the committee
[S§idn’t ‘Tonsider a late
# miotion on  GEC-English
| Electric, submitted by
. Liverpool’s Borough and
Walton constituency par-
ties, to be an emergency
resolution.

Slapped down

There was quite a big

inority vote for the reference

ck of the report, after the
platform slapped down a move
from Walton delegate Don
Hughes to separate their rul-
ing on his emergency motion
from their main report.

Moving the reference back,
Borough delegate Bill Sefton
reminded conference of the
half million unemployed.

‘If the unemployment
figures are not an emergency’,
he said, ‘I don’t know what

sl
Hallam, Sheffield, delegate
Royden Harrison — who

clashed with the platform on

£5,000 Appeal
over the top at
£6,126 13s. 11d.

ON Friday, September 26 our
fund stood at £3,410. By
Sunday September 28, just be-
fore the collection at the
Brighton rally, we had re-
ceived £4,529 1s. 5d.

The collection raised the
magnificent total of £1,867
18s. 6d. bringing the fund to
£6,126 19s. 11d.

This is a tremendous
achievement for which we re-
peat what was said at the
meeting—thanks, thanks and
thanks again.

Whatever measures are taken by the bureaucracy
to stage-manage a show of pre-election ‘unity’ at
Brighton this week, nothing can conceal the basic clash
of forces which actually dominate the conference.

~ Few delegates I have spoken to so far have more
than a thin veneer of confidence that the Labour Party
will be, in the words of James Callaghan, ‘ready . . .
whenever Harold Wilson decides to call the election’.

AT

Monday morning over the
compositing of his branch’s
ecritical resolution—thought
that the platform was trying
to limit discussion in a situa-
tjon where they‘knew_many
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perienced.

‘My resolution condumned
the essential continuity, of the
government’'s policies with
those of the Tories—that has
disappeared from the agendal’

‘Morning
Star’
is peeved

THE ‘Morning Star’, organ
of the Communist Party,
greeted the publication of
‘Workers’ Press’ as follows:

‘The first issue makes
clear that “The Newsletter”
policy of denouncing all
Communists, all trade union
and Labour Party leaders,
and all other Trotskyist
groups as “agents of imper-
ialism” is to continue, but
on five days a week instead
of two.

The ‘Star’ is obviously
peeved and in the wusual
Stalinist way is unable to
assemble the facts.

Compromise

Our criticism of the Com-
munist Party and other re-
visionist groups is based on
the middle-of-the-road class
compromise nature of their
politics.

So far as the right-wing
Labour and trade union
leaders are concerned, we,
together with Lenin, con-
sider them ‘agents of im-
perialism in the workers’
movement’.

Naturally, the ‘Star’
which long ago broke with
Lenin, considers them ‘mis-
guided men whose hearts
are in the right places'.

EXAMINING FIRST COPIES

OF WORKERS’ PRESS

Agustin Roa (left), Imperial
Father of the Plough Press
National Graphical Associa-

tion (London Region)
chapel and Gerry Healy,

Socialist Labour League
national secretary, examine
the first copies of the first
issue of Workers’ Press just
after printing began <«

Friday, September 26. -

~ Coalition govt.
for W. Germany

Political Correspondent

THE final returns for Sun-
day’s West German General
Election are: Christian
Democrats 242 seats (a loss
of three), Social Democrats
224 (a gain of 22) and Free
Democrats 30 (a loss of 19).

The swing towards the
Social Democrats makes pos-
sible a coalition between
Brandt and the Free Demo-
crats, who between them com-
mand a 12-seats majority.

Joint talks began early
Monday morning about form-
ing the first post-war govern-
ment dominated by the Social
Democrats.

Whatever its final compo-
sition the elections have
solved nothing for the Ger-
man capitalist class.

Stalinists force bi

INCREASING  Kremlin
pressure has produced a
major purge in the Czech
Communist Party.

The weekend Central
Committee meeting ended
with the announcement that
Dubcek had been removed
from the Party’s leading
body, the Presidium, and
that 29 of his supporters
had been expelled from the
180-strong Party Central
Committee.

Together with the Party
purge, there has been a similar
drive against the Dubcek
‘liberals’ in the government,
which, after tendering its
resignation on Saturday, re-
formed with pro- Moscow
Stalinists in all the leading
posts.

Dangers
The one factor which has
precipitated this new crisis is
the working-class resistance to
Stalinism.
The Dubcek group served
the Kremlin only for a very

purge

By Robert Black

limited period, while it rallied
the ‘hard-line’ Stalinists on
whom ‘it depended to crush
the revolutionary awakening
in the workers and youth.

The return of the Novotny
‘old guard' poses tremendous
dangers for the Soviet bureau-
cracy however.

All those compromised by
Party or government office
under ' the regime which
framed and executed scores
of leading Party members are
the last people to choose as
the basis of a popular new
regime,

The formation of such a
government would undoubt-
edly trigger off far bigger
struggles than anything yet
seen in Czechoslovakia.

But the Kremlin has no
choice.

The liberals have been used
up. They are either too dis-
credited, or too weak to be

able to hold back the work-
ing class.

- Harassed

The Soviet bureaucracy,
harassed daily by internal
opposition to its own rule,
now has to lean directly on
the same bureaucrats who
served Stalin in his purges of
the early 1950s.

Already the Czech radio
speaks of Dubcek's group as
‘those people who led our
Party and society into the
mud’.

This is indeed familiar lan-
guage, the language of the
Slansky trial, of the Moscow
trials of the old Bolsheviks.

The Stalinist purge indicates
the complete inability of the
bureaucracy to achieve any
stability in Czechoslovakia,
just as much as it exposes
once and for all the bank-
ruptcy of Dubcek, who never
once turned to the working

g Czech

class as the only force that
can defeat Stalinism.

For those British Stalinists
who pinned their hopes on a

gradual relaxing of Soviet
pressure, the results of the
Central Committee meeting

must have been a bitter blow,
with its grovelling statement
that the Kremlin invasion of
last year was ‘under no cir-
cumstances . an act of
aggression against the people
. . . It was not a matter of
occupation of Czechoslovak
territory and of suppression
of freedom ...’

What all Stalinist bureau-
crats fear above everything
else is this huge strike wave
boiling up in Western Europe,
which now has rolled right up
to the frontiers of Czecho-
slovakia itself.

What is directly posed is
the unity of the entire Euro-
pean working class behind a
single programme and leader-
ship.

This can only mean the
building of the Fourth Inter-
national.

Brandt or Kiesinger will
face a vastly more powerful
and confident working class
which acts not only through
votes, but in a growing wages
movement.

Pre-election attempts to
contain this upsurge were de-
feated.

Thousands of young wor-
kers and trade unionists drove
the ultra-right National Demo-
cratic Party (NPD) off the
streets in city after city.

Treachery

The Social Democrats’
failure to win an absolute
majority is not at all a defeat
for the working class.

They can expect only
treachery and betrayal from
the Brandt leadership, which
has removed even the word
socialism from its election
propaganda.

The NPD failed to reach
the 5 per cent share required
to win Bundestag representa-
tion, but it should not be dis-
missed.

Von Thadden will only win
mass support from the middle
class and the monopolies if,
once more, the Social Demo-
crats and the trade union
leaders succeed in betraying
the workers®' decisive
struggles.

German Trotskyists must
ensure that this does not
happen.

Forces

The re-iwakened German
workers’ wages struggles will
be directed not only against
the emplovers, but against the
union and SPD bureaucracy.

The forces for the revolu-
tionary party will be found
and trained in the trade
unions and amongst the youth.

The hatred shown by young
workers for the NPD proves
that the German working class
has at last recovered from all
the horrors of the Third
_Reich.
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| MARCH AND RALLY GREET THE DAILY|

,50 i celron march

hrough Brighton

From our own reporter

Brighton, Sunday

‘WORKERS’ PRESS in! Wilson out!” Brighton’s narrow streets rang with slogans
like these on Sunday afternoon as 1,500 members and supporters of the Socialist
Labour League, the Young Socialists and the All Trades Unions Alliance marched
proudly through the town to celebrate the launching of our paper.

Magnificent collection

Headed by the Socialist
Lubour League Central
Committee, followed by a
sea of red banners, con-
tingents from all over
Britain demonstrated be-
hind the lead banner:
‘Sacialist Labour League.
Forward with the Workers’
Press. First Trotskyist daily
paper’.

Leading trade wunionists
from many areas marched in
step with young workers and
students.

The enormous potential of
the Workers' Press was ex-
pressed in the marchers’ deter-
mination and in the magnifi-

cent collection at the meeting
which followed the demon-
stration.

Watching

Labour Party conference
delegates stood outside their
sea-front hotels to watch the
march pass.

But most saw nothing to
celebrate.

Outside the Rank Centre,
venue of the conference,
newsbills  advertising  “The
People: Labour’s Future by
George Brown' emphasized

Use the paper to build

the party

‘WE say to our enemies: we have only just started to implement
the revolutionary decision of Lenin and Trotsky in the early 1920s’,
Socialist Labour League national secretary Gerry Healy told a capa-
city audience at the Workers’ Press rally in Brighton’s West Pier on

Sunday.

‘We have only just be-
gun. We are going to tear
down the capitalist system
shred for shred. We are
now going to use this paper
to build the mass revolu-
tionary party. We are out
to establish the indepen-
dence of the working class
from its class enemies.

‘We start the paper with
a challenge to Toryism. We
say to Enoch Powell, leave
your hiding-place in the
selected Tory meeting-
houses and come out to
Hyde Park. We're all wait-
ing for Mr Powell to come
out into the open, like
Adolf von Thadden.’'

Appeal

Comrade Healy appealed
for a campaign throughout the
length of the country to build
the Socialist Labour League.

All efforts must be concen-
trated around the paper, he
said. ‘Workers’ Press will take
up - and champion all the
causes of the working class.’'

Chaired by SLL central
committee member Clff
Slaughter, the meeting repre-
sented all the main spheres of
work of the Trotskyist move-
ment.

New era

‘Keep Left" editor Aileen
Jennings, leading Oxford trade
unionist Alan Thornett, of the
All Trades Unions Alliance
and Frank Willis, Young
Socialist prospective parlia-
mentary candidate at Swin-
don, also spoke.

LB ETHTHITTTI

Editor Mike Banda stressed
the international implications
of the Workers’ Press :

‘We couldn't think of a
more felicitous send-off for
the paper than the enormous
wave of struggles, of strikes
in Europe.

‘The Workers’ Press is not
just an expression of the
national working class. It is
an expression of a new era in
the working-class movement
of the world.

‘We are internationalists be-
cause we do not think you are
going to get socialism in
Britain without studying the
history of the defeats and
victories of the world working
class.

‘Go forward from this meet-
ing to fight as never before
to establish this paper and
carry its message to every
corner of the world.

the lack of a Labour Party
press—and its lack of a
future.

Expelled

Five years ago, as banners
stressed, Wilson and the
Labour leadership expelled

Ernie Roberts

13 ¥
impressed
ERNIE ROBERTS, assistant
general secretary of the AEF,
commented on Sunday that he
had been very impressed by
the YS demonstration and
by, the way the workers at
the meeting which followed

had contributed money to the
Workers’ Press.

the Young Socialists for their

devotion to socialist prin-
ciples. .
This same devotion has

now produced a daily paper
which spells the decline of
Wilson’s  anti - working - class
leadership and of all the
traitors to the working class.

Resolution passed by meeting

‘ This rally of trade umionists and Young Social-
ists extends its warmest and enthusiastic greetings
to the daily Workers’ Press. We express our confi-
dence that this daily paper will play a vital and
inspiring role in the struggle for the building of the
Socialist Labour League and for socialism, and we
pledge ourselves to carry its message into the everyday
struggles of the working class.

We heartily congratulate ail those comrades con-
nected with the fight to bring out the Workers’ Press
and particularly the editorial staff and technical
workers for the high standard of production of the

paper.

We pledge ourselves to fight every day to expand
the circulation and to raise the fighting funds neces~

sary to maintain it.

We will exert every effort to report and write for
the paper, and to build the movement which wiil
achieve the aims of the paper—the power of the

working class and socialism.

Forward with the Workers’ Press.’

ALL TRADES
UNIONS
ALLIANCE
‘Unemi;)loyment and the

lessons of GEC-English
Electric’

LIVERPOOL

. Sunday, October 19
7.30 p.m,
Museum Lecture Hall
William Brown Street

Speaker: C. Slaughter
Central Committee
Socialist Labour League

ORDER THE DAILY NOW

| would like to subscribe to Workers’ Press for:

The rates are as follows :

Full subscription (posted dally)

3 months £2 10s. 0d.

1 year £10 0s. 0d.

Two editions (for any two days you select)

3 months £1 0s. 0d.
Name

Address

srsrsessasrasannan

1 year £4 0s. 0d.

Post to: Circulation Organizer, Workers’ Press
186a Clapham High Street, London, S.W.4
(TEL.: 01-720 2000)
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A GENERAL
ELECTION SOON?

By David Maude

More
troops

as lister
(EiiSion -
rises

From our own correspondent

SIX hundred troops of the
4] Commando Royal
Marines flew to Belfast from
Plymouth on Monday fol-
lowing a call for reinforce-
ments from Lt-Gen Sir Ian
Freeland, British military
commander for Northern
Ireland.

As the first plane-load of
troops arrived in Ulster, a bus
was set alight in the Ulsterbus
depot after a petrol bomb
was thrown at Smithfield bus
station.

In York Street, a few yards
away, firemen were called to
the large Co-operative stores
after two petrol bombs had
been thrown into the shop.

Earlier, troops in the Falls
Road area fired canisters of
CS gas to disperse a crowd of
about 50 young workers who
had ignored orders to dis-

perse.

The crowd threw stones at
the soldiers but dispersed
after the canisters were fired."

Freeland’s call for rein-
forcements underlines the
continuing crisis in Ulster—
a crisis which will not be
solved by 600 or 6,000 more
troops.

Irish workers should be
warned: fresh repressions are
on the way. The campaign
must be stepped up for the
immediate withdrawal of Brit-
ish troops.

1

Brighton, Monday

THE LABOUR PARTY conference, which opened
at Brighton today, could be the last full conference
before the next general election, Mrs. Eirene White,
the Party chairman, told delegates.

Whatever measures are taken by the bureaucracy
to stage-manage a show of pre-election ‘unity’ at
Brighton this week, nothing can conceal the basic clash
of forces which actually dominate the conference.

~ Few delegates I have spoken to so far have more
than a thin veneer of confidence that the Labour Party
will be, in the words of James Callaghan, ‘ready . . .
whenever Harold Wilson decides to call the election’.

The tip of the iceberg
broke through for a short

time yesterday morning,
when the conference
arrangements committee

chairman Glyn Williams re-
the committee

_ported, that the t
A £ dn ; t ngnsider a late
# rlotion

on GEC-English
Electric, submitted by

. Liverpool’s Borough and
“Walton constituency par-

ties, to be
resolution.

Slapped down

There was quite a big

inority vote for the reference

ck of the report, after the

latform slapped down a move
rom Walton delegate Don
Hughes to separate their rul-
ing on his emergency motion
from their main report.

Moving the reference back,
Borough delegate Bill Sefton
reminded conference of the
half million unemployed.

‘If the unemployment
figures are not an emergency’,
he said, ‘I don’t know what
is!’

Hallam, Sheffield, delegate
Royden Harrison — who
clashed with the platform on

£4,000 Appeal
over the top at
£6,126 13s. 1o

ON Friday, September 26 our
fund stood at £3,410. By
Sunday September 28, just be-
fore the collection at the
Brighton rally, we had
ceived £4,529 1s. 5d.

The collection raised the
magnificent total of £1,867
18s. 6d. brlnflng the fund to
£6,126 19s. 11d.

This is a tremendous
achievement for which we re-
peat what was sald at the
meeting—thanks, thanks and
thanks again.

an emergency

re-

Monday morning over the
compositing of his branch’s
critical resolution—thought
that the platform was trying
to limit discussion in a situa-
tion where they knew many

VA gelte ity celallsd dnexe

perienced.

‘My resolution condvmned
the essential continuity, nf the
government’s policies with
those of the Tories—that has
disappeared from the agendal’

‘Morning
Star’
is peeved

THE ‘Morning Star’, organ
of the Communist Party,
greeted the publication o
‘Workers’ Press’ as follows:

‘The first issue makes
clear that “The Newsletter”
policy of denouncing all
Communists, all trade union
and Labour Party leaders,
and all other Trotskyist
groups as “agents of imper-
ialism” is to continue, but
on five days a week instead
of two.’

The ‘Star’ is obviously
peeved and in the usual
Stalinist way is unable to
assemble the facts.

Compromise

Our criticism of the Com-
munist Party and other re-
visionist groups is based on
the middle-of-the-road class
compromise nature of their
politics.

So far as the right-wing
Labour and trade union
leaders are concerned, we,
together with Lenin, com-
sider them ‘agents of im-

perialism in the workers’
movement’,
Naturally, the ‘Star’

which long ago broke with
Lenin, considers them ‘mis-
guided men whose hearts
are in the right places’.

Tovir

JAN 311370
INSTiIUTIO N

EXAMINING FIRST COPIES
OF WORKERS’ PRESS

Agustin Roa (left), Imperial
Father of the Plough Press
National Graphical Associa-

tion (London Region)
chapel and Gerry Healy,

ok

S

Socialist Labour League
national secretary, examine
the first copies of the first
issue of Workers’l:ress just
after printing gan €.
Friday, September 26.
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1,0 in celebran arch
through Brighton

~ Coalition govt.
for W. Germany

Polltical Correspondent

THE final returns for Sun-
day’s West German General
Election are: Christian
Democrats 242 seats (a loss
of three), Social Democrats
224 (a gain of 22) and Free
Democrats 30 (a loss of 19).

The swing towards the
Social Democrats makes pos-
sible a coalition between
Brandt and the Free Demo-
crats, who between them com-
mand a 12-seats majority.

Joint talks began early
Monday morning about form-
ing the first post-war govern-
ment dominated by the Social
Democrats.

Whatever its final compo-
sition the elections have
solved nothing for the Ger-
man capitalist class.

Stalinists

INCREASING  Kremlin
pressure has produced a
major purge in the Czech
Communist Party.

The weekend Central
Committee meeting ended
with the announcement that
Dubcek had been removed
from the Party’s leading
body, the Presidium, and
that 29 of his supporters
had been expelied from the
180-strong Party Central
Committee.

Together with the Party
purge, there has been a similar
drive against the Dubcek
‘liberals’ in the government,
which, after tendering its
resignation on Saturday, re-
formed with pro - Moscow
Stalinists in all the leading
posts.

Dangers

The one factor which has
precipitated this new crisis is
the working-class resistance to
Stalinism.

The Dubcek group served
the Kremlin only for a very

purge

By Robert Black

limited period, while it rallied
the ‘hard-line’ Stalinists on
whom ‘it depended to crush
the revolutionary awakening
in the workers and youth.

The return of the Novotny
‘old guard’ poses tremendous
dangers for the Soviet bureau-
cracy however.

All those compromised by
Party or government office
under ' the regime which
framed and executed scores
of leading Party members are
the last people to choose as
the basis of a popular new
regime,

The formation of such a
government would undoubt-
edly trigger off far bigger
struggles than anything yet
seen in Czechoslovakia.

But the Kremlin has no
choice.

The liberals have been used
up. They are either too dis-
credited, or too weak to be

able to hold back the work-
ing class.

~ Harassed

The Soviet bureaucracy,
harassed daily by internal
opposition to its own rule,
now has to lean directly on
the same bureaucrats who
served Stalin in his purges of
the early 1950s.

Already the Czech radio
speaks of Dubcek’s group as
‘those people who led our
Party and society into the
mud’.

This is indeed familiar lan-
guage, the language of the
Slansky trial, of the Moscow
trials of the old Bolsheviks.

The Stalinist purge indicates
the complete inability of the
bureaucracy to achieve any
stability in Czechoslovakia,
just as much as it exposes
once and for all the bank-
ruptcy of Dubcek, who never
once turned to the working

force big Czech

class as the only force that
can defeat Stalinism.

For those British Stalinists
who pinned their hopes on a
gradual relaxing of Soviet
pressure, the results of the
Central Committee meeting
must have been a bitter blow,
with its grovelling statement
that the Kremlin invasion of
last year was ‘under no cir-
cumstances . . . an act of
aggression against the people
. . . It was not a matter of
occupation of Czechoslovak
territory and of suppression
of freedom ...’

What all Stalinist bureau-
crats fear above everything
else is this huge strike wave
boiling up in Western Europe,
which now has rolled right up
to the frontiers of Czecho-
slovakia itself.

What is directly posed is
the unity of the entire Euro-
pean working class behind a
single programme and leader-
ship.

This can only mean the
building of the Fourth Inter-
national,

Brandt or Kiesinger will
face a vastly more powerful
and confident working class
which acts not only through
votes, but in a growing wages
movement.

Pre-election attempts to
contain this upsurge were de-
feated.

Thousands of young wor-
kers and trade unionists drove
the ultra-right National Demo-
cratic Party (NPD) off the
streets in city after city.

Treachery

The Social Democrats’
failure to win an absolute
majority is not at all a defeat
for the working class.

They can expect only
treachery and betrayal from
the Brandt leadership, which
has removed even the word
socialism from its election
propaganda.

The NPD failed to reach
the 5 per cent share required
to win Bundestag representa-
tion, but it should not be dis-
missed.

Von Thadden will only win
mass support from the middle
class and the monopolies if,
once more, the Social Demo-
crats and the trade union
leaders succeed in betraying
the workers’ decisive
struggles.

German Trotskyists must

ensure that this does not.

happen.

Forces

The re-awakened German
workers’ wages struggles will
be directed not only against
the employers, but against the
union and SPD bureaucracy.

The forces for the revolu-
tionary party will be found
and trained in the trade
unions and amongst the youth,

The hatred shown by young
workers for the NPD proves
that the German working class
has at last recovered from all
the horrors of the Third
_Reich.

Sunday.

‘We have only just be-
gun. We are going to tear
down the capitalist system
shred for shred. We are
now going to use this paper
to build the mass revolu-
tionary party. We are out
to establish the indepen-
dence of the working class
from its class enemies.

‘We start the paper with
a challenge to Toryism. We
say to Enoch Powell, leave
your hiding-place in the
selected Tory meeting-
houses and come out to
Hyde Park. We'’re all wait-
ing for Mr Powell to come
out into the open, like
Adolf von Thadden.’

Appeal

Comrade Healy appealed
for a campaign throughout the
length of the country to build
the Socialist Labour League.

All efforts must be concen-
trated around the paper, he
said. ‘Workers’ Press will take
up and champion all the
causes of the working class.’

Chaired by SLL central
committee member CIlff
Slaughter, the meeting repre-
sented all the main spheres of
work of the Trotskyist move-
ment.

New era

‘Keep Left’ editor Aileen
Jennings, leading Oxford trade
unionist Alan Thornett, of the
All Trades Unions Alliance
and Frank Willis, Young
Socialist prospective parlia-
mentary candidate at Swin-
don, also spoke.

From our own reporter

Brighton, Sunday

‘WORKERS’ PRESS in! Wilson out!” Brighton’s narrow streets rang with slogans
like these on Sunday afternoon as 1,500 members and supporters of the Socialist
Labour League, the Young Socialists and the All Trades Unions Alliance marched
proudly through the town to celebrate the launching of our paper.

Magnificent collection

Headed by the Socialist
Labour League Central
Committee, followed by a
sea of red banners, con-
tingents from all over
Britain demonstrated be-
hind the lead banner:
‘Sacialist Labour League.
Forward with the Workers’
Press. First Trotskyist daily
paper’.

Leading trade unionists
from many areas marched in
step with young workers and
students.

The enormous potential of
the Workers’ Press was ex-
pressed in the marchers’ deter-
pination and in the magnifi-

WA nm

Editor Mike Banda stressed
the international implications
of the Workers’ Press :

‘We couldn’t think of a
more felicitous send-off for
the paper than the enormous
wave of struggles, of strikes
in Europe. h

‘The Workers’ Press is not
just an expression of the
national working class. It is
an expression of a new era in
the working-class movement
of the world.

‘We are internationalists be-
cause we do not think you are
going to get socialism in
Britain without studying the
history of the defeats and
victories of the world working
class.

‘Go forward from this meet-
ing to fight as never before
to establish this paper and
carry its message to every
corner of the world.’

cent collection at the meeting
which followed the demon-
stration.

Watching

Labour Party conference
delegates stood outside their
sea-front hotels to watch the
march pass.

But most saw nothing to
celebrate.

Outside the Rank Centre,
venue of the conference,
newsbills  advertising ‘The
People: Labour’s Future by
George Brown’ emphasized

Use the paper to build
the party

‘WE say to our enemies: we have only just started to implement
the revolutionary decision of Lenin and Trotsky in the early 1920s’,
Socialist Labour League national secretary Gerry Healy told a capa-
city audience at the Workers’ Press rally in Brighton’s West Pier on

the lack of a Labour Party
press—and its lack of a
future.

Expelled

Five years ago, as banners
stressed, Wilson and the
Labour leadership expelled

Ernie Roberts

‘impressed’

ERNIE ROBERTS, assistant
general secretary of the AEF,
commented on Sunday that he
had been very impressed by
the YS demonstration and
by the way the workers at
the meeting which followed
had contributed money to the
Workers’ Press.

the Young Socialists for their
devotion to socialist prin-
ciples. .

This same devotion has
now produced a daily paper
which spells the decline of
Wilson’s anti - working - class
leadership and of all the
traitors to the working class.

Resolution passed by meeting

¢ This rally of trade unionists and Young Social-
ists extends its warmest and enthusiastic greetings
to the daily Workers’ Press. We express our confi-
dence that this daily paper will play a vital and
inspiring role in the struggle for the building of the
Socialist Labour League and for socialism, and we
pledge ourselves to carry its message into the everyday
struggles of the working class.

We heartily congratulate all those comrades con-
nected with the fight to bring out the Workers’ Press
and particularly the editorial staff and technical
workers for the high standard of production of the

paper.

We pledge ourselves to fight every day to expand
the circulation and to raise the fighting funds neces-

sary to maintain it.

We will exert every effort to report and write for
the paper, and to build the movement which will
achieve the aims of the paper—the power of the

working class and socialism.

Forward with the Workers’ Press.’

ALL TRADES
UNIONS

ALLIANCE

‘Unemployment and the
lessons of GEC-English
Electric’

LIVERPOOL

. Sunday, October 19
7.30 p.m.
Museum Lecture Hall
William Brown Street

Speaker: C. Slaughter
Central Committee
Socialist Labour League

e

3 months £2 10s. 0d.

3 months £1 0s. 0d.

...................

.........................

ORDER THE DAILY NOW

| would ilke to subscribe to Workers’ Press for:
The rates are as follows :

Full subscription (posted daily)

1 year £10 0s. 0d.

Two editions (for any two days you select)

1 year £4 0s. 0d.

sessesseseestense sesesesscsane s

Post to: Circulation Organizer, Workers’ Press
186a Clapham High Street, London, S.W.4
(TEL.: 01-720 2000)
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400,000 rents will
treble

THE LABOUR
PARTY, with Tory and
Liberal support, has
now passed the 1969
Housing Act, which al-
lows the rents of 400,000
houses in England and
Wales to be de-con-
trolled. A similar Act
applies to Scotland.

Twenty years ago, in 1949,
Labour introduced a Hous-
ing Act to improve pro-
perty. This gave landlords
the right to secure grants
for improvements followed
by an increase in rents.

Ten years later the Labour
Party had this to say in its
pamphlet ‘Home of the
Future. A Socialist Policy
for Housing’ (6th impres-
sion) 1959,

‘Since 1920, it has been pos-
sible for landlords improving
their property to increase the
rent by a fixed percentage of
the actual cost of the improve-
ment. Under the Housing Acts
of 1949 and 1954 they have
been able to secure grants to-
wards the cost of such im-
provement work, and since
1954, they have been able to
increase rents by 8 per cent
per annum of their share of
the money spent on improve-
ments compared with only 6
per cent under the 1949 Act.

‘Some improvement work
has been undertaken under
both the above provisions, but,
compared with the size of the
task, private landlords are only
papering up the cracks.

‘Thus, attempts which have
been made to encourage land-
lords to carry out repairs and
improvements by  granting
them financial assistance have
failed. The time has now come
when more positive action
must be taken.’

Labour’s answer in
1959 and now

At that time Labour de-
manded that all rent-controlled
houses should ‘be acquired and
improved by the local authori-

ties’.= Only owner-occupied
houses, non - profit - making
housing  associations and

houses of landlords who could
prove hardship or had strong
family reasons were excluded.

Today its policy is higher

Anthony Greeawood, Housing

Minister in Wilson’s government

during the crucial period of mas-

sive cut-backs in spending on
housing.

grants to landlords from public
funds and much higher rents
in direct contradiction to
Labour’s arguments in the past
and promises not to decontrol
rents.

Free-for-all for

landlords

This 1969 Rent Act opens
the door tc a free-for-all for
landlords. There are about 1%
million privately-owned, rent-
controlled, unfit dwellings. Of
these over a million are
scheduled for demolition in
slum clearance schemes and
the owners compensated.

Of the remainder (about
400,000), half will qualify for
a free hand-out from public
funds to assist the owners in
making them ‘fit’ to live in.

For providing minimum
amenities (i.e. hot and cold
water, a bath, sink and indoor
toilet), the landlord can receive
50 per cent of the cost from
public funds and increased
-rents—trebled or even quad-
rupled—in perpetuity.

The owners of the other
200,000 dwellings do not ha»:e
to go to this trouble. It is
believed these dwellings have
these amenities already —in
many cases installed by the
tenants.

These owners may demand
their rent increases without
spending a penny.

Flight from Socialism

In its feverish flight to the
right, Labour does what- the

Tories would have liked to do,
but did not dare.

These are the bankrupt
arguments of the Labour Party
in direct contradiction to its
past policies :

‘T am prepared to accept
provisions for rent increases in
spite of the anxiety of many of
my hon. friends, partly because
I am deeply concerned to get
improvements carried out.

‘Unless one uses what one
might call the bribe of these
provisions I do not see how
this objective can be achieved.’

So said Arthur Blenkinsop
MP, for the Labour Party re-
plying to the debate at the
fourth sitting of the Standing
Committee on the Housing
Bill, March 4, 1969.

The investment companies
gave an immediate reply.

Here is just one example of
how landlords on the ‘bread-
line’ fare: London City and
West End Properties estimated
that the value of its properties
would rise by £100,000 as a
result of the Act.

How will the 1969
Rent Act work?

There are two types of grant
the landlord can get.

Discretionary grants:

These are awarded for im-
proving the property to cer-
tain standards ‘having regard
to its age, character and
locality’.

The money may be granted
for eliminating damp, repairing
the roof, rewiring, etc. The
landlord gets half of his costs
up to £1,000, or £1,200 if the
purpose is to convert a house
of three or more storeys. The
half of the costs he has to find
can be borrowed from the
council at current interest
rates.

Internal decorative repair is
specifically excluded by the
Act.

Even if the paint or wall-
paper is peeling off the rooms,
this does not count.

Standard grant

Prior to the Act it was a
maximum of £155. Now it is
£200, made up as seen in the
table at the bottom of the
page.

As in the case of the dis-
cretionary grant, the landlord
gets his grant subject to his
paying half the cost (i.e. if the
installation costs £400, he gets
£200 and the other £200 can
be borrowed from the council).

Before the Act, a ventilated
food cupboard was an essential
amenity. This is out now on
the specious ground that re-
frigerators make a larder un-
necessary.

How many slum dwellers
have the power laid on—or the
cash—for a fridge? These
statistics are not available.

The sale of improved
properties

Earlier Acts laid down that
no house could be sold for
three years if a grant had been
made.

This clause goes. Property
investment companies can now
get grants for improving and
converting houses and then
sell at an inflated price as soon
as they like.

How rents will be
decontrolied

It 1s believed that there are
now 200,000 controlled houses
with the necessary amenities.
Many of these houses have
been kept in good repair by
the tenants.

In tens of thousands of
cases, tenants have themselves
provided one or more of the
amenities.

These houses, together with
200,000 which may be im-
proved in the next two years,
pass out of control. (About
100,000 standard and dis-
cretionary grants are granted
each year.)

A dwelling can pass out of
rent control evem if it lacks
the amenities, provided the
landlord can satisfy the coun-
cil that work is to be done to
provide them, or that it is too
expensive to install them.

Decontrol procedure

The landlord applies for a
qualification certificate which
certifies that the dwelling had
the necessary amenities or will
have.

LANDLORDS

W B

- CHARTER

In the latter case he must
forward plans and specifica-
tions showing what work is to
be done.

Before granting the certifi-
cate, the local authority must
send a copy of the application
to the tenant and must notify
him that he can appeal within
28 days from the service of the
notice.

He can appeal to the auth-
ority that ‘the dwelling does

" not satisfy the qualifying con-

ditions’ (Housing Act, 1969,
Section 45). :

If the local
satisfied that

authority is
the dwelling

NGO N,
Tearror
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can be as little as seven days.

If the tenant does not ap-
peal, the rent officer registers
the rent (except in the unlikely
event that he thinks the new
rent is too high).

If representations are made,
or if the rent officer reduces
the rent, a meeting is arranged
where landlord and tenant may
be represented by a counsel or
solicitor (we can guess how
many tenants can afford to pay
for legal assistance).

The rent officer then decides
the rent and notifies landlord
and tenant, who have 28 days
to appeal to a rent assessment

ister may specify an earlier
date for the increases and he
can change these in any areas.

Under pressure from the
Tories and landlords, the
Labour government can once
more respond to the plight of
the landlords on the ‘bread-
line’. In any case, the Tories
made it crystal clear when
debating the Act that, while
they welcomed the legislation,
they considered the delay in
granting rent increases to be
iniquitous.

They even wanted the land-
lord to grant himself a quali-
fication certificate. ‘. . . we
ought to be able to trust the
landlord, or his agent, to cer-
tify that the conditions apply’,
said James Allason, Tory MP
for Hemel Hempstead in the
Standing Committee on the
Housing Bill on March 13,
1969.

Neither did Enoch Powell
speak for himself alone when
he boasted of earlier Tory
achievements:

‘I could remind the House
that I played a major part in
the enactment in 1956-1957 of
the only comprehensive
attempt to raise rents gener-
ally towards the market level,
. . . I have denounced the two
great evils of housing, rent
control and subsidy.’” (Han-
sard, February 10, 1969.)

If the Tories return, it is
certain that rent increases will
come earlier than the dates
given in the Act.

The role of
Labour’s ‘left’

Frank Allaun MP has writ-
ten many letters and articles
for the press against the Hous-
ing Act. But what sort of
fight did he conduct in the
House of Commons ?

Instead of an open stand
against the Act and its accom-
panying rent increases, and a
fight for socialist answers to
the housing problem, he and
his ‘left’ colleagues have
attempted to appease the right
wing, to persuade them to
cushion the effects on the ten-
ants, or to frighten them that
the Act will mean ‘political

. suicide’ because workers will

not vote for them.

But the government did not
respond to this type of reason-
ing. Why should they?

They are far more respon-
sive to pressure from em-
ployers and landlords, as the
history of social democracy
internationally has shown on
innumerable occasions.

So Allaun and his two ‘left’
allies, Silverman and Dunnett,
on the Standing Committee
dealing with the Housing Bill
proposed their own amend-
ment. This also allowed land-
lords a steep increase in rents.

The only comment we need
make is that of Allaun’s wife,

rents they

4 Many tenants can afford ten times the rents they
are paying today and many landlords are living
on the breadline because of

are receiving. ¢

Hugh Rossi, Tory MP for Hornsey,
speaking at a sitting of the Committee
considering the Housing Bill (March 27,

1969).

does, they issue the landlord
with the certificate.

Even if the dwelling does
not have the amenities, the
authority can issue the certifi-
cate if it is satisfied the work
will be done.

Even worse: ‘If it is not
practicable at reasonable ex-
pense (my emphasis DF) to
provide the dwelling with all
the standard amenities’ after
the ‘works specified in the
application have been carried
out’, a qualification certificate
can still be granted.

There is no definition of
‘reasonable expense’.

The landlord then applies to
the local authority rents officer,
who is empowered to issue a
‘fair rent’ certificate, specifying
the rent which the Ilandlord
thinks is a fair rent under the
‘new’ tenancy —an ex-con-
trolled tenancy is then called
a ‘regulated tenancy’.

Notification of tenant
and right of appeal

The rent officer notifies the
tenant who can make repre-
sentations in writing against
the new rent in a given time
set by the rent officer. This

TABLE OF STANDARD AMENITIES

£

1. A fixed bath or shower ... 30
2. Hot and cold water supply for item 1 ... 45
3. Wash hand basin ... 10
4. Hot and cold water supply for item 3 ... 20
5. Sink 15
6. Hot and cold water supply for sink ... 30
7. A water closet ... 50
TOTAL 200

RATEABLE
VALUE

£90 or more
£60 or more

Less than £40

FIRST INCREASE
Greater London

January 1, 1971

£60-£90 July 1, 1971
£40-£60
Less than £60

Jaouary 2, 1972 —
- e L o7

Elsewhere

January 1, 1971
July 1, 1971

P

committee which has the final
word.

The ‘impartiality’ of
rent officers

The whole experience of
rent officers and rent assess-
ment committees in the past
has been, in most cases, that
high rents have been fixed.

This service, by and large,
has operated to help landlords.

There is no evidence to be-
lieve this situation will change.
In fact, rents which have been
passed out of control (by the
controlled tenants dying or
moving away) are on the aver-
age 2.6 times the controlled
rent.

These properties were, of

course, not improved when the .

rents were increased.

‘Left’ Labour MP Frank
Allaun, a member of the
Standing Committee on the
Housing Bill, believes that
after improvements to dwell-
ings, rent may sometimes in-
crease by five times the present
value !

Time table for rent
increases

With an eye on the next
election, the Labour govern-
ment has decided that the in-
creases should not come at
once, or all in one go.

The date of the first in-
crease also depends on the
rateable value of the property
as shown in the table below
left.

The rent increases will
either be in three- or five-
yearly stages. What decides the
period is whether the property
has already got the amenities
(five equal increments). If it is
in the process of being im-
proved, or will be in the near
future, the increases are in
three equal increments.

Can the timetable of
increases be pushed
forward?

By a simple order the Min-

quoted by Allaun himself when
he debated his amendment.

‘“Is it correct Frank that
you are proposing, in addition
to big handouts to the land-
owners, first a 124 per cent
increase on their part of the
cost and secondly on top of
that up to 66 per cent increase

Labour’s new Housiag Act desiguned to help the

With an eye on the next election, the Labour government has decided

that the rent increases should not come at once, or all in one go.

in their present rents?” I said
“That is what we are pro-
posing”. She said “Then you
want shooting”.’

Allaun thought his amend-
ment would lead to lower rent
increases and this was his
justification.

Had this amendment been
carried it is doubtful in any
case that the rent increases
would have been less. But the
whole approach is wrong and
opportunist.

In fact Housing Minister
Anthony Greenwood, together
with the Tories, used Allaun’s
amendment against him to
prove he had no principled
objection to rent increases.
(See Standing Committee de-
bates March-April.)

Will the Housing Act
lead to improved
housing?

There is no evidence that
more liberal grants or higher
rents encourage the landlord
to prevent old property from
deteriorating—in the last year
five owner-occupiers improved
their properties to every two
private landlords.

The new Act will not help
housing, but it will help the
property owners. They can
carry out the mmimum of
work and in some cases, where
‘amenities’ are already in-
stalled, they can get swingei
rent increaset:” without spend-
ing a penny.

We need add nothing to
Labour’s past arguments to
realize the new Act will never
get near solving the problem
of slum and semi-slum pro-
perty, let alone the basic
housing problem.

The ‘Home of the Future’
pamphlet said in 1959 (page
12):

‘The majority of private
landlords have obviously neg-
lected their responsibilities.
They are interested in the
property as an investment and,
as such, expect to get an in-
come from it. The fewer re-
pairs carried out, the larger
their net income. No wonder
many tenants have given up in
despair, and not only pay their
rent but also do their own
redecorations. Increases in rent
for private landlords did not
solve this problem of repairs
during the inter-war years. In
1954 the Tory government
tried the same formula again,
but this attempt has also
failed. It is clear that a quite
different method of solving
this problem must be evolved.’

The ‘quite different method’
ten years later is—an even

. ‘better’ Tory Housing Act!

e

What policies are
required?

Ten years ago Labour said
old properties should be taken
over by local authorities. This
was hardly a revolutionary
policy, but was still too much
for the present leadership.

The policy has been aband-
oned and no-one in the Labour
Party—including the ‘lefts’, it
seems—has been bold enough
to resurrect it:

It should be reconsidered,
but only in conjunction with
additional measures which can
eliminate the housing problem
for all time.

The working class knows
that, because of huge economic
cut-backs reflecting the world
money crisis, neither Tory nor
Labour-controlled councils will
be able, any more than the
landlord, to spend much on
old property.

The answer basically lies in
the nationalization of the land,
banks, finance companies, the
building societies and the
building and subsidiary indus-
tries under workers’ control
and without compensation,

An assessment of existing
property would show that
there are houses and offices
which have been empty for
years.

There are country mansions
and palaces ‘occupied’ by em-
ployers, aristocrats and

«royalty, while thei “‘town<"

houses’ stand empty.

All these could be handed
over to the homeless and slum
dwellers now..

Such a programme can only
be imposed by a powerful
movement of tenants and wor-
kers, as the history of the
labour movement shows. A
fight for Marxist leadership
and socialist policies is neces-
sary for the mobilization of
such a movement.

The tenants’ struggles now
developing, especially as they
begin to turn to the unions and
the factories, can play a big
part in building up such a
mobilization.

The issue need not be con-
fused by talk abonut the diffi-
culties of the small landlord.

He has the option of selling
his property in a market which
has boomed to the extent of
6 to 10 per cent per year for
a generation.

There must be a determina-
tion to allow no rent increases
whether the landlord be big or
small. The question is a politi-
cal one of organizing the mass
of tenants in a fight against the
landlords and the government.

This is a vital issue for the
Socialist Labour League.

Many workers can be led in
a struggle which can not only
defeat the landlords, but bring
home the need for the all-
round struggle for socialist
policies.

It must be emphasized once
again that the power of the
working class in the unions
and the factories must be
brought into action against the
landlords and the government
for rent struggles to be suc-
cessful.

That is the new prospect for
victory in the tenants’ fight,
which is developing alongside
the mounting struggle against
unemployment, speed-up,

wage-cutting and anti-union
legislation.

Enoch Powell :
‘I could remind the House that I
played a major part in the enact-
ment in_the 1956-1957. of _the
dnl{” corhpiehensive attempt to
raisV. rents generally towards the
: market level.
« » « I have denounced the two
evils of housing, rent control
™ and subsidy.’

YOUR WAGES
IN DANGER

Why the employers Intend to replace plece-work wltﬁ
Measured-Day Work.

By Alan Thornett
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property owsers cammot solve the slum and semi-slum coaditions that predemimate
throughout Britain.
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trike
wave
TOWS

THE STRIKE move-
ment which began in
Italy at the end of 1968
continues unabated. Now
a new factor emerges:
the unity of North and
South.

Italy proves that a trade
surplus is no solution to
capitalism’s  crisiss. The
favourable Italian export
showing has been based
largely on very low wages
and a pool of nearly two mil-
lion unemployed.

Large-scale investment in
the rural and more politically
conservative south certainly
provided quick returns in an
area where the working class
is traditionally poorly organ-
ized.

But the most recent strike
wave began in the South, in
Sicily (scene of the recent
shooting of two striking farm
labourers) and in towns such
as Battipaglia, where over 50
per cent of the population is
out of work.

Now another southern town,
Taranto, has taken action
against the appalling living and
working conditions that are
the lot of millions of Italian
workers and peasants.

Modern plants

Taranto is a steel town,
where vast sums have been
poured into some of the most
modern plant in Europe.

In attempting to overcome
the South’s backwardness, the
Italian ruling class only trig-
gers off even deeper crises.
Thousands of previously poli-
tically conservative and un-
organized peasants are now
drawn into class battles which
reach across an entire conti-
nent.

More traditional centres of

in

Italy -

By Robert Black

working-class struggle—Milan,
Turin, Genoa and Florence—
have now made their weight
felt with telling effect.

The huge Fiat plant, with its
90,000 workers, has repeatedly
seen bitter clashes between
pickets and armed police.

In the last two weeks, en-
gineering and building workers
have joined with millions of
agricultural labourers in nation-
wide strikes for higher wages.

The main problem is clearly
not one of militancy.

The Italian crisis simply
cries out for revolutionary
leadership.

The economic crisis has
driven deep wedges between
many of the partners of pre-
vious government coalitions.
The parties themselves are
racked with deep internal
splits and disputes.

Six factions

The main ruling party, the
Christian Democrats, has no
fewer than six factions, torn
between a turn towards a
regime of open oppression and
a continuation of the past
policy of coalition with the
reformist parties.

The new working-class offen-
sive has struck tremendous
blows at the social democrats.
Pietro Nenni’s ‘left’ Italian
Socialist Party unified five
years ago with the ultra-right

.

Turin earlier this year was the scene of worker-police battles. Here a blazing car-barricade is
approached warily by police. The effect of these class battles is being felt throughout Italy.

every available missile against the police in strike battles earlier

this year.

social democrats under Sara-
gat, thus healing the breach
created by Saragat in the early
‘Cold War’ years.

The centrist rump of Nenni's
party regrouped to form the
Party of Socialist Workers’
Unity (PSIUP) and moved
towards a closer alliance with
the Communist Party.

Nenni and Saragat came to-
gether on the basis of an agree-
ment to enter a coalition with
the ‘left’ Christian Democrats,
the so-called ‘centre-left’ solu-
tion.

When that combination is
forced to act on behalf of
Italian capitalism against mil-
lions of workers, the mass
support for the reformists
threatens to dwindle away.

A new split has now broken
up the unity in the reformists’
ranks.

Once again, a centrist-in-
clined group has broken off
from Nenni’s Party under pres-
sure from its trade union rank
and file, combined, no doubt,
with its leaders’ desire to pre-
serve their parliamentary
careers.

This utter bankruptcy within
the Italian social democracy
has turned the coalitionist sec-
tions of the ruling class away
from the Nennis and the
Saragats towards the Com-
munist Party leadership.

This Party states openly that
it fights not for socialism, but
for a programme of what it
terms ‘structural reforms’
which boil down to the mod-
ernizing of Italian capitalism.

Terrified of the niilitancy
breaking out in every major
industrial area and southern
village, the ultra - reformist
Communist Party leaders are
now trying to outbid the social
democrats for posts in a co-
alition cabinet.

Seeking a change in the
‘centre-left’ tactic which had
always favoured the social
democrats to the exclusion of
the Stalinists, CP leader Dino
Pellicio recently boosted the
Christian Democrat Aldo Moro

as an advocate of the new-
style Stalinist-Catholic coali-
tion: -

‘Aldo Moro, the man who
has always fostered the centre-
left, has now come out in
opposition, and in an effort to
meet to some extent, the reali-
ties of the new' political and
economic situation. . . .

The Stalinists are playing a
dangerous game.

We must never forget Greece,
where the Stalinists staked
everything on a coalition with
the liberal capitalists of the
Centre Party, on an electoral
victory which would rout the
extreme right wing.

These manoeuvres between
the Stalinists and the liberals
provided the perfect cover for
the colonels to prepare and
execute their coup.

Military take-over

And in Greece, too, this
took place after two whole
years of bitter strikes, massive
demonstrations and permanent
government crisis.

Italy has twice been swept
by rumours of a similar mili-

. tary take-over: in the summer

of 1964 and now today.

The Stalinist line of seeking
coalitions with ‘liberal’ ruling
class section to answer the
threat from the extreme right
is the most certain guarantee
that reaction will win.

Only a leadership that har-
nesses the immense resurgence
of working-class militancy to
the struggle for power can
mount a successful challenge
to the Italian ultra-right.

The bankruptcy of the cen-
trist PSIUP and the antics of
the self-styled ‘Maoists’ prove
that only a party based on an
international programme of
struggle against Stalinism and
imperialism will prove equal to
revolutionary tasks in Italy.

The construction of the
Italian section of the Inter-
national Committee of the
Fourth International is now an
urgent and practical task.

TELEVISION REVIEW

LAST Thursday a peti-
tion signed by over 8oo
workers in commercial
television was handed to
the Independent Televi-
sion Authority (ITA).

It spoke of ‘the severe
crisis’ in the industry and
went on: ‘The fight to secure
profits against falling income
is being urged at the expense
of good programmes. Televi-
sion is not a commodity but
a public service . . .

During the recent upheavals
at London Weekend Television
(LWT) the real conflict be-
tween profit and programmes
has been sharply revealed.
Many workers in the industry
have been forced to see this
fundamental capitalist contra-
diction which is at the heart of
the situation.

Cameramen, sound engineers,
editors, painters, designers,
electricians—the whole gamut
of trades needed to get tele-
vision on the air—are suddenly
faced with the dangerous situ-
ation in which they exist.

Many of these workers have
lived for years under all sorts

of liberal and middle-class
illusions.
Impression

Seeing themselves as differ-
ent from other workers, as free
to exercise their special skills
and getting a good price for
doing it, they have been iso-
lated from any real under-
standing of their place in
capitalist production.

With strong, heavily bureau-
cratized unions like the Asso-
ciation of Cinematograph,
Television and Allied Tech-
nicians (ACTT), the Electrical
Trades Union and the National
Association of Theatrical and
Kine Employees, they have
sold their labour under the
impression that economism
could answer all their prob-
lems.

Now they know that it can-
not. Fuller understanding is
necessary to make sense of the
current ‘severe crisis’.

At -this point there is a
tendency to fall back on
making demands to the public
body responsible, the Inde-
pendent Television Authority
(ITA).

LW.T:
PROFIT

VERSUS
PROGRAMMES

By Frank Cartwright

It will soon be obvious to
all that this outfit will do
nothing because it is part of a
state totally tied to capital-
ism. Its previous chairman was
Lord Hill, now appointed by
the Labour government as
chairman of the BBC Board of
Governors.

He was responsible for the
present allocation of contracts
to the bankers, insurance men
and industrialists who sit on
the boards of the commercial
television companies.

The present chairman is Lord
Aylestone and the director-
general is Sir Robert Fraser,
neither of whom are likely to
rock any capitalist boats.

Petitions

The illusions are not shed
all at once though; appeals are
made, petitions sent. The as-
sertion that ‘television is not a
commodity but a public ser-
vice’ only repeats the current
mythology of the system.

Television is a commodity,
like any other. It is produced
by the labour of the workers
in the industry who create
enormous surplus value by the
practise of their skills under
contracts.

These workers do not own
or control the means of pro-
duction and they have nothing
to sell but their labour.

Radio, Science, Technigue and Society

By Leon Trotsky

A speech delivered on
March 1, 1926, as the in-
augural address at the First
All-Union Congress of the
Society of Friends of Radio.
A brilliant anticipation of
the major advances of
nuclear science and inter-

planetary flight. price: |s.

Available from New Park Publicatons

186a Clapham High

Pompidou speaks for

-

By Tom Kemp

THE
weaknesses

long - standing
in the

French economy and a
call to all sections and
classes to co-operate to

overcome them formed
the central theme of
President Pompidou’s
press conference on Sep-
tember 22.

Class-conscious workers (like these immigrant workers at Renault)
will not be deceived by Pompidou’s attempt to appear more
sophisticated than his predecessor.

Unlike de Gaulle whose
ignorance of and contempt
for economic questions was
well-known, his successor
was obliged to make them
the central part of his most
important declaration since
he was elected.

Despite the press confer-
ence form this was a care-
fully stage-managed affair and
Pompidou had come well
briefed with facts and figures.

With the railway strike
hardly settled, other strikes
breaking out daily, and grow-
ing discontent throughout the
working class, the setting for
it was one of tension and an-
xiety about the future.

References to insurrection
and civil war and what the
government would do in the
case of a further blow-up like
that of May 1968, show how
the fear of sparking off an-
other explosion of the same

sort dominates government
policy.
While pointing to the

growth in income and pro-
duction in the past 20 years,
Pompidou emphasized all the
time what was still necessary

to bring French capitalism up
to the standards of technology
and business efficiency
achieved by its rivals.

In doing so, of course, he
admitted that the 11 years of
Gaullist rule had not achieved
what many of its supporters
had hoped or had even as-
sumed had been done until
the May-June 1968 events.

He referred to the existence
of a multitude of small-scale
inefficient units in production
and in distribution. While
calling attention to the growth
in agricultural productivity
and production with a smaller
labour force, he underlined
the still excessive size and in-
efficiencies of the agrarian
sector

The existence of a large
number of small businesses,
small shopkeepers and arti-
sans and peasants who to-
gether make up a sizeable part
of the electorate, means that
Pompidou had to tread very
warily.

From the whole tone of his
speech it was obvious that his
approach to these representa-
tives of the old-style, petty
capitalism was hypocritical.
The government would do
something for them (what,
was not clear). It hoped that
they would join together in

monopoly capitalism

larger and more efficient
groupings.

His real solicitude, how-
ever, was extended to the big
corporations, the representa-
tives of large-scale, mono-
poly capitalism, the basis of
his own political position.

In calling for increased pro-
ductivity and effort, in warn-
ing against strikes and de-
mands for higher wages, in
calling for increased savings
and investment, it was this
modern sector of French capi-
talism which was clearly in-
tended to benefit.

He called for increased pro-
fits, not, as he put it, as a
matter of individual enrich-
ment, but in order to provide
a pool from which funds
could be drawn for the ex-
pansion and modernization of
French industry.

He did not say, of course,
that such investment would
automatically increase the
wealth of the shareholders at
the expense of the working
class from whose unpaid sur-
plus labour the profits would
be derived.

Instead, talk about partici-
pation, drawing the worker
more closely into the enter-
prise and the community and
profit-sharing was intended

to pull wool over workers’
eyes.

The most spectacular _of
these proposals, of course, was
that to distribute shares in
the nationalized Renault enter-
prise to workers and em-
ployees.

Pompidou, at least in mat-
ters economic, tries to show
more sophistication than his
predecessor.

Class-conscious workers
will not be deceived by this
repetition in demagogic form
of a policy designed to assist
the big monopolies. In coming
weeks they will go forward
with their demands regardless.

In fact, behind the smooth
talk and the ‘reasonableness’
of his propositions, Pompi-
dou’s assessment of the pre-
sent position and problems of
French capitalism was a con-
fession of failure.

In the first place it could be
asked why, after 11 years of
the Fifth Republic, none of
the fundamental problems had
been tackled and France'’s re-
lative position on the world
market had shown no im-
provement.

Why was it now necessary
to reveal all these shortcom-
ings as though they had only
been discove ed yesterday?

Street, London, SW4

In the second place, it was
impossible to discover in his
replies to the journalists’
questions even the outline of
a positive policy to follow u
the devaluation of August g)

Really all that the press
conference amounted to in
this respect was a series of ex-
hortations backed up by some
homely examples (the woman
who didn’t rush out to buy a
new washing machine in ad-
vance of her husband’s pay
increase) and some veiled
threats of what would happen
if the workers did not pro-
duce more and allow their
real wages to fall.

It is still clear that the
French government is moving
into the  post-devaluation
phase without a detailed and
determined policy.

This must be partly because
there are big divisions within
the government and in the
ruling class generally.

But it is also because the
May-June events cast a long
shadow and working-class
strength remains the domi-
nant factor.

Hence a reluctance to pre-
cipitate the inevitable colli-
sion with the working class on
the part of Pompidou and his
backers. -

During a period of inflation,
bought at enormous cost, they
may get comparatively goed
wages. Now that capitalism is
entering its greatest crisis ever
they are quickly realizing that
the answer does not lie in
narrow trade union conscious-
ness nor in dreams of ‘creative
freedom’.

There are many tendencies
like the so-called Free Com-
munications Group which urge
reform under a barrage of left
talk. But with redundancy
looming television workers
must quickly realize that re-
formism leads to defeat.

Recommendation

As long ago as 1960 the
Report of the Committee on
Broadcasting, the Pilkington
Committee, recommended that:

‘The following major changes
should be made in the constitu-
tion and organization of inde-
pendent television :

(i) The Authority to plan
programming.

(i) The Authority to sell
advertizing time.

(iii) Programme companies
to produce and sell to the
Authority programme items for
inclusion in the programme
planned by the Authority.

(iv) The Authority, after
making provision for reserves,
to pay any surplus revenue to
the Exchequer.’

It is now 1969. None of
these reforms were imple-
mented, However, the 1964
Act did contain a crucial sec-
tion, clause 11 (4). After the
major changes at LWT the ITA
could certainly invoke it—if
they wanted.

The clause reads :

‘Every contract shall contain
all such provisions as the
Authority think necessary or
expedient to ensure that if any
change affecting the nature.or
the characteristics of the body
corporate, or any change in the
persons having control of the
contract, which if it had
occurred before would have
induced the Authority to re-
frain from entering into’ the
contract, the Authority may
determine the contract.

Does any worker in the in-
dustry seriously believe that
the ITA will use this statutory
power? No, capitalism will not
really reform itself because it
cannot. Philanthropy plus 3
per cent is a thing of the past.
Good programmes and good
profits are mutually exclusive.

Offering

And just in case anyone
looks to the BBC for solutions,
where the values of the system
are persistently spread, they
should take a glance at the
Corporation’s autumn sched-
ules which begin this week.

The prize offering is a new
13-part serial made by the
team who produced ‘The
Forsyte Saga’; a serial called
‘The First Churchills’.

As the front cover of the
‘Radio Times’ describes it, ‘A
Background of Wickedness.
Political Machination. Meteoric
Rise to Wealth and Glory.
Religious  Controversy. A
Touching Tale of True Love’.

| Programmes To Note

Tuesday, September 30 :

BBC 1—9.10 p.m., Gandhi;
11.25 p.m., Labour Party Con-
ference Report

ITV—9.30 a.m, and noon
Brighton Report; 10.30 p.m.,
Gandhi

Wednesday, October 1:

BBC 1—10.30 p.m., Labour
Party Conference Report
ITV—9.30 a.m. and noon
Brighton Report

Radio 4—9.15 p.m., Gandhi

Thursday, October 2 :

BBC 1-—-10.30 p.m. Labour
Party Conference Report
ITV—9.30 a.m. and noon
Brighton Report

Friday, October 3 :

BBC 1—10.30 p.m., Labour
Party Conference Report
ITV—9.30 a.m. and noon
Brighton Report



PAGE FOUR

WORKERS’ PRESS

1969

Vauxhall Motors:
United action vital

to beat penalties

Tory
education
men on
warpath

By our own correspondcnt

THE stone-age ‘education-
ists’ of the Tory Party
are sharpening their spears.

Scenting victory at the
general election they are
drawing up their plans for
the dismemberment of edu-
cation.

Two Tory publications high-
light their activities.

First the the Bow Group
pamphlet, ‘Education and
Labour’s Axe’ (published by
the Conservative Political
Centre) and the draft for a
second ‘Black Paper’, due out
on October 7, the handiwork
of the ultra-right Tories.

The former deals
financing of education,
latter with policy.

with
the

Pamphlet

The Bow Group pamphlet
by Simon Jenkins is belied by
its title which suggests that
it is an attack on Labour.

As the ‘Times Educational
Supplement’ says:

‘In fact it is nothing of the

kind. It starts from the
assumption —which is in-
escapable — that education

spending is going to be under
pressure for the forseeable
future, irrespective of whether
Mr Heath or Mr Wilson is
prime minister.’

The Tory pamphlet opposes
Labour’s technique of attack-
ing education through pegging
government financial support.
In effect, it proposes ampu-
tations rather than malnutri-
tion for the education service.

Proposals

It proposes to: put up
school meals from ls. 6d. to
2s. 6d.; charge the full price
for junior school milk; allow
the university-staffing ratio to
deteriorate by 10 per  cent;
introduce student loans in-
stead of grants; scrap the
Open University; extend nur-
sery education on a fee-paying
basis.

‘The Times' finds all this
‘quite a programme’, but adds
that education will probably
have to face both ‘surgery and
starvation’.

Meanwhile, the authors of
the first ‘Black Paper’ on
education are sending out
posters to every school in the
country advertizing their sec-
ond draft.

The contributors share a
‘general feeling of distaste for
the progressive movement at
primary and secondary and
university level'.

‘Elite’

The author, Professor Cox,
is  anti-comprehensive and
believes in an educational
‘elite’ collected together in a
small number of super schools.

Professor Cox claims that
controversy surrounding the
first Black Paper has already
altered the views of the Tory
Party leadership. He rejects
Sir Edward Boyle’s call for a
truce.

The blame for all this rests
securely with Wilson and his
policies.

Flood gates

By attacking teachers’ pay
through the Prices and In-
comes Board, scrapping class
limits and freezing govern-
ment support to local authori-
ties he has opened the flood-
gates.

The Tories are only pre-
paring to step up the assault
which Labour began to ‘solve’
British capitalism’s crisis.

Teachers entering pay and
employment struggles must be
aware that only revolutionary
solutions are now possible in
education.

The Tories are serving
notice that reformist tinkering
of the ‘welfare state era’ has
ended.

Registered with the GPO as a

ne\%spaper. Published by Workers’

Press, 186a Clapham High Street,
London, S.W.4,

Printed by Plough Press Ltd. (TU),

180b Clapham }S{i‘%lhftreet. London,

i

BIG lay-offs from Vauxhall Motors this morning-
bringing car production at Luton to a standstill -

seem inevitable.

On Friday night, the company said it could at that
time see ‘no prospect of continuing passenger car
assembly beyond Monday night shifts’. Other factory
areas would be progressively affected. The lay-off threat
follows last Wednesday’s Ellesmere Port decision to
ban overtime and work to rule.

3,000 workers have al-
ready been laid off for over
a fortnight as a result of
the press shop dispute at
the Merseyside plant.

With the rest of the plant
now working to standard
times, conditions both there
and in the company’s two
southern plants—which rely
heavily on Ellesmere Port
for components —will
quickly be thrown into
chaos.

Sympathy

The management warned
Ellesmere Port workers at
the end of last week not to
clock in if they did not intend
to work normally.

On Thursday, about 450
gearbox workers walked out
in sympathy with 150 others
who were sent home by the
management.

Similar action had been
taken by about 400 workers
the previous day.

With the company clearly
preparing to do everything in
its power to break opposition
to its ‘penal clause’ pay pro-
posals, which sparked the
Ellesmere Port ban, united
action throughout the com-
bine becomes more and more
essential—as Ellesmere Port
convenor Alan Baker told the
Workers’ Press last week.

No action

But a joint meeting of Luton
stewards last Thursday de-
cided to take no action at all
before consulting union execu-
tives.

After the meeting had gone
on for some time, National
Union of Vehicle Builders
convenor Peter Ashworth ad-
vised his stewards not to vote
for any of the three resolu-
tions that had been tabled.

Since the union had regis-
tered failure to agree on the
pay deal in its negotiations
with the company, the matter
was in the hands of the execu-

tive.
National Union of Vehicle
Builders stewards left the

Lockmen

meet on

speed-up
deal

Industrial Reporter

PORT of London Author-
ity (PLA) lockmen meet
today to consider a new
productivity deal drawn up
by the PLA and the Trans-
port and General Workers’
Union.

The proposed deal demands
that the lockmen accept in-
terchangeability ~with other
marine service staff such as
crews on derricks, tugs and
dredgers.

Locks would have to be
operated even when ‘short-
handed’, i.e. with fewer men
on the job.

New agreement

Significantly, foremen will
be given an £11 12s. 8d. rise.

The PLA is offering £32 5s.
7d. for a 40-hour week under
the new agreement, which has
taken since February to nego-
tiate.

Time off will in future be
given for overtime.

The men are rightly worried
about the threat to their jobs
and conditions posed by the
deal.

As one Tilbury lockman
said: ‘Although we will
getting something like an
extra £8 a week, we have to
give up a lot in exchange’.

Offensive

This agreement is yet an-
other result of the produc-
tivity offensive of the Labour
government through the
Prices and Incomes Board
linking up with the dock
employers’ plans to modernize
at the expense of the dockers.

meeting with nothing decided.

Amalgamated Union of En-
gineering and Foundryworkers
stewards then decided against
the Luton die-shop’s call for
strike action which has strong
support in the factory itself.

The company’s proposed
deal for its 27,000 hourly-
paid workers contains clauses
for co-operation with time
studies, the dropping of re-
strictions on work to be done
by women, tightening up on
lateness and absences and the
double - disciplining of un-
official strikers.

It was finally rejected by the
Ellesmere Port stewards just
over a week ago.

‘We’re not having it at any
price,” Alan Baker told the
ZVorkers' Press last Wednes-

ay.

No intention

The company is insisting
that it has no intention of
withdrawing the ‘penal clauses’
and that it will pay no more
than the 8d., 9d. and 10d.-
an-hour increases it has
offered so far.

In fact, it has said, if the
offer had been formulated in
August rather than earlier in
the year it would have been

less.

Both AEF and NUVB nego-
tiators have opposed the ‘penal
clauses’, but the Electrical
Trades Union executive is
said to have favoured accept-
ance since June.

So far, the Trades Union
Congress has made no move
in relation to the Ellesmere
Port work-to-rule — but gen-
eral secretary Victor Feather
met representatives of both the
NUVB and the AEF last
Wednesday afternoon to dis-
cuss the company’s dispute
with 400 press operators at
the Merseyside plant.

Pressed

Unions have been pressed
by the TUC to take all pos-
sible steps to get normal
working resumed.

But, though forced at the
moment to live solely on social
security, the press shop men
are not backing down.

The dispute started with an
Inspector of Factories’ report
into a press operator’s acci-
dent at Luton, through which
it emerged that operators who
also set up their presses are
required to have a white card
confirming their training and
competence to carry out both
jobs.

When the Luton men de-
cided to negotiate extra pay-
ment for this work Ellesmere
Port men asked to be involved
in negotiations.

When they were not brought
in, the men stopped setting
or assisting the full-time set-
ters in their shop.

On September 19, the man-
agement told the press oper-
ators not to report for work
unless they were prepared to
resume normal working.

L.T.B. STRIKE
SPREADS

MAINTENANCE workers
from six London Transport
railway depots stayed away
from work on Saturday in
sympathy with the strike of
engineers at the LTB’s Acton
works.

Some depots later deci-
ded to ban overtime rather
than withdraw their labour

completely.
The 250 Acton men struck
earlier last week because,

they claim, the management
had violated an agreement
relating to the use of skilled
staff in the training schoc’
They were to  meet agair
early this week.

By
David
Maude

Non-stop

meetings to
find docks
formula

MOUNTING discontent amongst dockers not only with
their employers, but also their so-called leaders, is the
background to the series of joint union-employer meet-
ings which began in London yesterday.

‘There's tremendous frus-
tration building up amongst
the men at the moment,’
one of London’s Royal
Group dockers told the
Workers’ Press last week.

‘I think the lid could very
easily blow off—if not in the
next few weeks, then cer-
tainly just before Christmas!’

In a bid to hammer out

“final proposals for an agree-

ment on Phase Two of the
Devlin ‘modernization’
scheme in the port, the Trans-
port and General Workers’
Union agreed with the em-
ployers last Wednesday to set
up a five-a-side working party
which will meet daily until it
has settled outstanding differ-
ences.

URGENT

For the employers, the sit-
uation is doubly urgent. They
want desperately to introduce
shift-working, tighten up dis-
cipline, speed up ship turn-
rounds, smash the London
dockers’ protective practices
—and vastly increase the
flow of containerized traffic
through the port.

This is a preparation for
creating a massive jobless
pool amongst dockers, which
will be followed by further
speed-up . . . and then wage-

_cutting. Capitalist moderniza-

tion can mean nothing else.
Tilbury dockers are con-

tinuing to insist that they will

work no new containership

berths until an acceptable
deal is agreed.
UNACCEPTABLE

In the last fortnight, the
T&GWU’s No. 1 docks group
members have twice said that
the final £36 pay offer for
Phase Two is unacceptable.

Union officials told the em-
ployers this again at last
Wednesday’s meeting of the
enclosed docks moderniza-
tion committee and argued
for £37 10s.

Union leaders clearly hope
that a new upsurge of docks
militancy can be nipped in
the bud by an early settle-
ment. ‘

There are big dangers for
dockers here.

Although it is against the
employers’ demand for un-
trammelled ‘hire and fire’
powers, the T&GWU is pre-
pared to concede both shift-
work and ‘limited’ forms of
}abour flexibility and mobi-
ity.

MANDATE

It may well try to ‘steam-
roller’ the National Amalga-
mated Stevedores and Doc-
kers’ mandate to fight the
shift-work proposals, which
has also acted as a focus for
opposition amongst rank-and-
file T*’GWU members.

At the same time, sections
of the rank-and-file leader-
ship on the London docks are
moving more and more to-
wards a rotten compromise
with the employers. ,

Since the election of ste-
wards and the winding-up of
Jack Dash’s ‘liaison com-

Industrial Reporter

mittee’, the Communist Party
in particular has moved into
close harmony with the
official machinery.

Last Monday, the first half-
day strike for three weeks
was called by stewards on
the Royal Group sof docks.

LOS

2,800 came out, as against
almost 4,000 when the pre-
sent series of talks—for an
interim £30 pay award un-
related to Devlin—began.

This loss of support results
directly from the CP’s com-
plete failure to conduct a
consistent fight to defeat the
vicious Devlin scheme—many
dockers simply cannot see
the point of losing money on
half-hearted strikes for less
than they are being offered in
negotiations.

At Tilbury two weeks ago,
the men had to reject a pro-
posal that they should ‘go it
alone’ in accepting the em-
ployers’ conditions and open-
ing the new container berths.

There can be no middle
course here.

It is either acceptance of
the employers’ plans or re-
jection, which poses a fight
against not only the em-
ployers and the Labour gov-
ernment, but against the
union leaders and sections of
the rank-and-file leadership
as well.

RACHMAN
CHARGE
AGAINST

N.C.B.

ACCUSATIONS of be-
haviour that ‘stinks of
Rachmanism’ were made by
a Labour councillor against
the National Coal Board at
a meeting of Newtongrange,
Midlothian tenants  last
week.

The NCB intends to raise
rents over a period, starting
with another 7s 6d a week,
to £2-£3 a week.

Increases are already charged
on re-let houses.

Complained one disabled
miner: ‘We’ve paid for them
two or three times over,
already.’

Many of the 70-year-old
houses are in disrepair, despite
NCB claims of high mainten-
ance costs.

A miner’s widow told me
she had to wait six months
for a new front-door step.

Most tenants do their in-
side repairs. Yet, one young
housewife said :

‘If they see the house is in
good shape, they tell you the
rent should be more.’

A former miners’ union
branch secretary thought the
NCB might clear some land
and make it attractive to de-
velopers.

It is on the Edinburgh-
Carlisle main road within
‘commuter distance’ of Edin-
burgh.

Incomes Board
rejects B.1.C.C.
pay rise

Industrial Reporter

PAY RISES for 7,000 staff at British Insulated
Callender Cables are unjustified, says a Prices
and Incomes Board report.

The 6 per cent rises can
only be justified if further
productivity  concessions
are made, the Board claims.

The Department of Em-
ployment and Produc-
tivity, which ordered the
probe, is now seeking ur-
gent talks with BICC
management.

‘Although the agreement

embodied a number of
valuable features’, the
Board comments, ‘these

are not sufficient as things
stand to establish con-
formity with the require-
ments of the incomes
policy relating to pay in-
creases above the ceiling
of 34 per cent’.

The PIB has ordered the
company to ‘set in hand forth-

ROTHERHAM TENANTS MUST

UNITE AGAINST RENT

RISE

ROTHERHAM (Yorks.)
council has announced 4s.
to 10s.-a-week rent in-
creases for December.

Tory councillors have ac-
cused the Labour group of
fooling the public by delay-
ing the announcement until
after the local elections.

Labour’s defence is that
the increases are inevitable.

Poor tenants

There are many poorly-
paid and unemployed council
tenants who fear the in-
creases will be unbearable.

One young housewife said:
‘T don't know where the
money is going to come from.
I have a family of four and

my husband is only bringing
in £14 a week.’

Tenants’ associations on
the Herringthorpe and Kim-
berworth Park estates col-
lapsed because they remained
isolated.

Sackings

Meanwhile local union
officials are assisting in large-
scale redundancies at local
firms of William Heatons and
the Park Gate and Bruns-
worth plants of British Steel
Corporation.

The struggle against rent
increases must be a united
one by all council house
tenants against the rises, un-
employment, factory closures
and wage-cuts.

A public meeting must be
held and a regular body set
up for combatting increases.

with’ a number of recom-
mendations that would justify
the increases.

UNABATED
DRIVE

This drive for wage-freezing
along with rising productivity
is in line with Wilson's Sep-
tember TUC speech.

At Portsmouth he stressed
that although the 1968 Prices
and Incomes Act was not to
be renewed and reliance
would be placed on the 1966
legislation, the drive against
wages would continue un-
abated.

‘But I must make it clear,’
said Wilson, ‘that this cannot
be the signal for inflationary
wage increases, particularly
wage increases unrelated to
productivity. And every penny
must be earned.’

And in turn Wilson only
echoes the demands of the
bankers.

DRASTIC
POLICIES

Only last week, in his
annual report to the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, M
Pierre-Paul Schweitzer de-
manded even more drastic
economic policies from the
Wilson government to bring
the balance of payments deficit
into line.

‘The need to repay a large
amount of indebtedness in a
rather short period of time is
likely to compel it to adopt
policies that may even exceed
the requirements of long-term
adjustment,” says the Fund
director.

For the Labour Party Con-
ference the message is un-
ambiguous.

The Labour leadership is
the plaything of the inter-
national bankers who want
continued state control over
wages to strengthen British
capitalism.

Only a new revolutionary
leadership, fighting for a
socialist programme can defeat
the Wilson leadership and its
wage-cutting plans.

D

EXHIBITION
STRIKE

EARLS COURT exhibition
centre, London, was hit on
Friday by a strike of exhi-
bition workers and Electrical
Trades Union members.

The strike also affected
Olympia.

The strikes are aimed at
raising the existing wage
rates for craftsmen from
9s 8d to 14s an hour. The
Prices and Incomes Board
has already vetoed an emplo-
yers' offer of 11s 3d an hour.

US. STEPS UP

Ny

LAOS WAR

THE United States is being
forced to increase its military
commitment in Laos because
of the growing operations of
the Pathet Lao (the Laotian
equivalent of the Vietcong).

The bombing by US aircraft
of the liberated zone, con-
trolled by the Pathet Lao, has
been considerably stepped up
in the last few months.

The Nixon administration
draws a very thin veil over
this by admitting only to

G.P.O. devises ‘dial-
a-profit’ scheme

‘DIAL-A-PROFIT’ might
well be the name of a
new service to big busi-
ness provided by the GPO.

As the biggest buyer 'of
telecommunication  equip-
ment, its contracts are
highly prized by manufac-
turers in this field, all of
them privately-owned
monopolies.

Indeed, even the comp-
troller and auditor, ir
Bruce Fraser, has once again
filed a critical report on the
annual Post Office accounts.

He suggests that not
enough orders for new plant
were put out for competitive
tenders and states that only
25 per cent of requirements
ordered in this past financial
year were competitive pur-
chases.

Tenders

Lower priced tenders for
private automatic branch ex-
changes and relay sets were
rejected by the GPO and
dearer items purchased.

The comptroller’s accoun-
tants revealed examples of
unsettled payments from pri-
vate companies of sums rang-
ing from £17,000 to £500,000.

‘The Times’ claims that
these ‘are usually refunds on

BREACH GOVT. POLICY
T0 WIN WAGE RISE

LEEDS ASSOCIATION of the
National Union of Teachers
has passed a resolution back-
ing the NUT conference call
for a fight for ‘a substantial
interim salary increase in
1970°.

It adds: ‘We recognize that
this will mean a fight against
the government’s policy of re-
stricting educational expendi-
ture and breach of the prices

«:"

-Leeds teachers

By Jack Gale
and incomes policy.

‘We demand that the NUT
executive makes no conces-
sions and leads a campaign
to secure the full demand in-
cluding preparations for a
national strike of teachers.’

Before the meeting Mr
Bernard Scott, a prominent

Communist Party member,
urged the movers of the reso-
lution to withdraw all refer-
ences to the Prices and In-
comes Act.

An NEC member, Walter
Clayton, said he was in favour
of applying for a £100 rise,
?9“[0 he would have accepted

Present NUT policy is for
an all-round £135 a year rise.

By Mark Jenkins

payments made by the GPO
before final contract prices
have been fixed under the
complex of fair profit regu-
lations’.

Even the toothless Com-
mons Public Accounts Com-
mittee has been aroused from
slumber.

The ‘Sunday Telegraph’
for August 17 proclaimed:

‘Mr. Wilson is understood
to be deeply embarrassed by

the committee’s allegations
that millions of pounds of
taxpayers money have been
squandered’.
Fire
Among the departments
under heaviest fire was of

course the GPO.

In the light of these criti-
cisms it comes as no surprise
that one of the GPO’s bigger
suppliers of telephone equip-
ment, Plesseys, has just an-
nounced record profits and
their shares have risen
sharply on the Stock Ex-
change.

However, neither Plesseys
nor any other company is
criticized by the Public Ac-

counts Committee or the
comptroller.
All the dealings of the

company are entirely in ac-
cordance with standard busi-
ness practice.

Out of Plessey’s total £179
million turnover, £39 million
worth of equipment went to
the GPO under the bulk sup-
ply agreement on telephone
e%;:ipment plus £9 million of
other equipment making £48
million in all.

Swing

The GPO and government
departments accounted for 41
per cent of Plessey’s turn-
over,

The overall result is a re-
markable swing round in
Plessey’s position, from a net
borrower of £2.8 million last
year to a net cash position of
£14 million this year. Tele-
communications were respon-

€

sible for 46 per cent of the
turnover.

. Managing such a company
is not without its benefits.

Between them John and
Michael Clark, brothers and
chief executive directors,
earned £118,000 last year, ac-
cording to the annual report.

John received a mere
£52,000 (or £25 an hour
based on a 40-hour week,
depending, on how you look
at it).

However these gentlemen
are still only in the middle
rank of Britain’s top salary
earners.

John Clark regards it as a
‘bloody nuisance’ (‘The
Times” September 23) to have
to disclose his earnings.

He commented: ‘I earned
it, profits were up, and I
don't see why 1 shouldn’t
take it’,

Frank talk from Mr. Clark.

We should be equally
frank.

The telecommunications
industry should be nation-
alized without compensation
and under workers’ control—
in particular Plesseys and the
AEI-GEC-EE combine.

Cut loose

Whilst these private mono-
polies prepare to cash in on
the predicted ‘phenomenal’
growth of the GPO data
transmission and computor
services, the GPO itself is to
cut loose from the Treasury
and become a ‘public cor-
poration’ on October 1.

The public corporations
have become the artificial
limbs of British capitalism,
sustaining backward industry
that could not otherwise sur-
vive in world markets.

Post Office workers and en-
gineers who have had the
Prices and Income Act waved
in their faces every time they
make a pay claim should pay
great attention to the GPO's
financial affairs.

They must demand that
trade unions have full access
to the GPO’s detailed ac-
counts.

‘armed reconnaissance flights’.

But already 100 US nilots
have been shot down anu cap-
tured in the communist-con-
trolled areas.

Bombing missions are car-
ried out from Thailand where
the US has always tried to
pretend that no such bomber
bases existed.

The US involvement in Laos
is very similar to that which
it had about five years ago in
Vietnam,

Extremely important logis-
tical support for the Royal
Laotian army is provided
through two ‘private’ airlines,
Air America and Air Con-
tinental (believed to be closely
connected with the CIA),
which transport soldiers, sup-
plies and ammunition.

These airlines are staffed by
civilians, but even fly troops
into the battle zones and
evacuate casualties.

American troops merely act
as ‘advisers’, supervising oper-
ations, but US spokesmen
deny that they take any part
in them,

The US also finances and
controls the 15,000 Montag-
nard tribesmen, organized
into the special forces to fight
in the Pathet Lao controlled
areas.

The escalation of the Laos
war forced on the US comes,
of course, at the same time
that Nixon is trying to make
a face-saving end to the
Vietnam war because of grow-
ing economic and political
problems at home.

This highlights the difficulty
of the US in continuing its
role as the world-wide police
force of imperialism when the
weaknesses of the whole sys-
tem are being brought to the
surface.

Lav-off
. Hlispute
haits British-
leyland

BRITISH-LEYLAND laid off
1,300 carworkers from
Rover’s Solihull factory—
halting production of two
models, the 2000 and the
3500—Iast Friday night.
The combine says the lay-
offs will last until supplies
from its Cardiff axle and
gearbox plant, which has
been on strike for a fort-
night, are back to normal.

Some 100 workers at
Rover’s engine plant at
Acock’s Green, Birmingham,

have also been sent home.

It was a lay-off issue
which sparked the Cardiff
strike in the first place.

Assembly workers struck
over a dispute after the
company sent men home
following a work-to-rule
in the machine shop.

This began over a piece-
work dispute.

The men are not sched-
uled to meet again until
this Thursday.

The strikers have three
times thrown out instruc-
tions from the AEF execu-
tive to return to work.

PRICES UP

British - Leyland (Austin
Morris) said on Saturday
that the prices of all its
models, other than the
Minis and the Minor 1000,
would have to be raised by
mid-October.

The increases, up to 5
per cent, have been ap-
I}roved by the Ministry of

‘echnology.

Mini and Minor 1000
prices have already been
raised.

Dutch wage
freeze law

THE Dutch parliament last
week passed an Act giving
the government powers to
‘over-rule wage agreements
considered ‘against the nat-
ional interest’.

Opposed strongly by the
trade unions, the new law
may lead to big clashes in
a country noted for the re-
formist traditions of its
labour movement.

ALL TRADES

UNIONS
ALLIANCE

Motor workers’ conference
All car, car
components and
delivery -
workers
are invited
to a
motor workers’
conference

Digbeth Civic Hall,
Digbeth
Birmingham
Saturday November 8
2 pm. to 7 pm.

Write for credentials to :

R. Parsons,
21 Strawberry Path,
Blackbird Leys,
Oxford.

Conference fee: 5s. a person

All Trades Unions Alliance
SCOTLAND

All motor workers are invited
to attend a meeting in
Kingston Hall, Glasgow, C.5.
Sunday October 5, 2.30 p.m.,
to discuss

‘The economic crisis and the
motor industry. Which way

the unions ?°’

Another U.S.
army ‘mistake’

THE ‘Green Beret’ case has
revealed just the tip of the
imperialist iceberg in Vietnam.

Murder is the trade of these
people and they make mno
bones about it.

But every so often, US
officials in Vietnam or Wash-
ington have to go through the
motions of ‘cleaning up’ the
war.

On Friday, US military
authorities disclosed that 14
Vietnamese ‘civilians’ had been
killed by US rocket and gun-
fire and another seven were
wounded.

Classified

Business as usual, it would
seem,
But this time, this daily,

even hourly act of repression
against the Vietnamese people
has been officially classified as
a ‘mistake’.

Military authorities have,
however, assured all com-
cerned that the case ‘is being
investigated’.

The mounting revulsion
within the ranks of the US
forces against these and
countless other acts of barbar-
ism only heightens the inter-
national dilemma facing the
Nixon government.

Scapegoats and whitewash
will be of little use here.

The mounting international
working-class offensive creates
the conditions for a final de-
feat for US imperialism in
Vietnam,
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