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Comment —
on the
conference

SHEFFIELD AEF delegate
to the Labour Party con-

ference George Machin
commenting on proceed-
ings told the Workers’
Press:

‘I'm discouraged to learn
of the government’s intention
to carry on with part one of
the Prices and Incomes Act.

‘1 would liked to have seen,
as the TUC demanded, the
abolition of the Incomes
Board. There’ll have to be a
real attack on this in Wed-
nesday’s debate on the
“Agenda”—I think the big
trade union guns will come
out.

‘One of the most impor-
tant things to come out has
been the statement of a firm
date of equal pay. This is
very heartening, but it should
have been shorter than five
years.

‘Whether we are prepared
to accept this length of time
is another question, of

course, I don’t think the
women at English Steel in
Sheffield, for instance, are

going to wait until 1%975—
they’ll go ahead and press
their claim now.’

Just translated from the
French

‘I am Ashamed of You
Comrades’
A record of the persecution
of anti-Stalinists in the

USSR
in
Saturday’s
Workers’ Press
Make sure of your copy

Order now
Telephone 720 2000
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TODAY'’S debate on the economic strategy section
of the Labour Party’s ‘Agenda for a Generation’,

takes place against a backg

round where major con-

cessions have already been made to the right-wing
traitors by conference’s so-called ‘left’.

Mersey workers
to lobby L.P.
conference

On Monday afternoon,
Party and union leaders
went ahead with their
attempt to present a
facade of unity—hanging
on the worn thread of the
Trades Union Congress’s
rotten Downing  Street
compromise.

But despite the standing
ovation given to Wilson’'s
‘Five Years of Change’
speech yesterday morning,
there is now almost certain
to be a major row over the
executive’s ‘Agenda for a
Generation” policy state-
ment—sparked off by Mrs
Castle’s reply to Monday
afternoon’s trade union de-
bate.

Although Wilson held talks
with Jack Jones and Hugh
Scanlon in the early hours of
yesterday morning, they may
now cast their union’s
1,800,000 votes against the
statement. '

As the Labour leaders
moved a new force of 600
commandos to Belfast, the
Ulster debate took place on
Monday without a single de-
mand for the withdrawal of
troops being voiced.

In fact, both ‘left’ and right
were apparently united behind
an emergency resolution urg-
ing the government to main-
tain, and if necessary, extend
its existing authority ‘until full
civil rights are guaranteed to
all the people of Northern
Ireland!’ .

Callaghan's statement that
‘there are no troops in the
world who could have done
the job that has been done by
the British army better’,

A.E.F.
Lytham

black
factory

THE Amalgamated Union of Engineering and Foundry-
workers is to ‘black’ all products of the Lytham, Lan-
cashire, Dudley Hill engineering factory, a subsidiary
of Initial Services, the roller-towel company.

Sixty-four AEF members

have been on strike at the
factory since September 8.
The management refuses to
negotiate with the union.

Blackpool and Fylde AEF
district secretary said that raw
materials at the factory were
already being blacked.

‘I am now writing to all
union branches to explain that
the factory's products should
not be handled,” he said.

More U.S. aid
for Zionists

ISRAEL Radio announced
on Monday that Prime Min-
ister Mrs Golda Meir has
asked President Nixon for
aid amounting to £420
million.

This is the sum the Israeli
government expects to lose on
its balance of payments over
the next five years as a result
of arms expenditure.

Cairo Radio stated at the
weekend Nixon has already
agreed to supply 25 Phantom
and 50 Skyhawk jets to Israel.

The increasing burden of
military expenditure on Israeli
capitalism will mean new
attacks by the Zionists on the
Jewish working class in Israel
itself.

Miners’
strike

SIX collieries in the Barnsley,
Yorkshire, area on Monday
joined the strike over market
men’s wages, which began
three weeks ago at Cadeby
Main pit.

The six are Thryburgh Hall,

Wath Main, Cortonwood,
Maltby, Manton and Barn-
borough.

@ See page four for a full
report on the Cadeby strike.

HEHEmanm

merely echoed that of Man-
chester MP Paul Rose, who
said:

‘British troops must hold the
line . . . I believe it was right
to send in those troops, and
it was right for Jim Callaghan
to reinforce them last night.’

Praised deal

While declaring its opposi-
tion to ‘any legislation which
would curtail basic trade union
rights, including penal sanc-
tions on work people or on
trade unions in connection
with industrial disputes’, a
successful composite from the
Transport and General Work-
ers’ Union (T&GWU) and the
Boilermakers, Shipwrights and
Blacksmiths (ASB) congratu-
lated the government and the
TUC on reaching ‘mutual
understanding and co-operation
on means of solving the
problems of industrial relations
which are vitally necessary in
resolving our economic difficul-
ties’.

Moving the resolution, ‘left’
assistant T&GWU general sec-
retary Harry Urwin said that
the June 18 agreement had
been 'constructive’.

It was now necessary, he
thought, to provide ‘measures

Castle: Glad union leaders
got together with bosses.

of partnership” and ‘greater
say’ for workers in order to
‘remove the causes of unrest’.

Another ‘left’, ASB president
Dan McGarvey, declared that
June 18 would ‘go down in
history as the day on which
democratic  socialism  was
saved from committing hari-
kari’,

‘Like beavers’

The trade union leaders had
‘worked like beavers’ to carry
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MERSEYSIDE GEC-
English  Electric  shop
stewards decided at an
action committee meeting
on Monday night to

Industrial Reporter
THE atmosphere at the
Liverpool factory of Vaux-
hall Motors can only be
described as ‘boiling over’.

About 2,000 workers remain
at work and the factory is
running rapidly to a standstill.

Many of the militants are
incensed and feel that the
company is victimizing them.
As one steward told the
Workers' Press :

‘The management is getting
hysterical’.

While the work to rule is
general throughout the fac-
tory, workers claim that the
company is trying to split

them by laying off some men
and not others.

Laid off

The company is alleged to
have laid off men whose job
it is to ensure safety and
asked workers to continue
operating machines without
safety workers, signing them
out when they refuse to work
under these conditions.

Night-shift men have been
kept on in some jobs while

their day-shift counterparts
have been Ilaid off, it is
claimed.

A mass meeting of Vaux-
hall workers is due to be held
in the next few days.

The Vauxhall workers must
cut across the confusion
caused by the present situa-
tion in the factory.

In the present situation, a
firm call for strike action,
linked to other sections of
the combine, will meet with a
solid response and open the
way to smashing the ‘penal
clause’ deal.

lobby the Labour Party
conference during the de-
bate on engineering mer-
gers today.

They also planned to
lobby the GEC National
Joint Consultative Council
when it meets on Monday
at the Mayfair IZz:el, Lon-
don.

The action committee is
campaigning for delegates to
attend these lobbies from all
over the combine.

Maintenance workers at the
East Lancs. " Road Liverpool
factory of GEC-English Elec-
tric walked out on Mond:
morning after a superintend-
ent was found to have
switched on a compressor in
defiance of an overtime ban.

Former Nazi
security chief
arrested

THE West Berlin prosecutor
announced on Monday that
investigations into the mur-
der of more than 1,000 Soviet
prisoners-of-war had led to
the arrest of Franz
Koenigshaus, a West German
businessman.

Before becoming a success-
ful capitalist, Koenigshaus was
head of the Nazi ‘security
office’, the department respon-
sible for the enslavement and
murder of millions of Soviet

citizens and prisoners-of-war.

As D-mark floats

Uncertain

ty grips

money markets

By Peter Jofiries

THE DECISION of the Bonn government to allow the mark to ‘float’
—to find its own value in world money markets—must deepen the in-
ternational monetary crisis.

MIKE BANDA : Editor of Workers’ Press

To all readers

A message
from the editor

THE great Negro leader,

agitator and protagonist of

abolition, Frederick Doug-
lass, was once asked for
some advice by one of his
young followers.

Douglass replied simply and

C.LA: shows its
hand in ‘green
berets’ trial

ALL charges against the six
US special forces men
(‘green berets’) who were to
have stood trial for the
murder of a Vietnamese
civilian, were dropped on
Monday by the US army.

It seems the Pentagon
jumped the gun in arresting
these exponents of pillage and
mass murder.

The Central | Intelligence
Agency, by refusing to supply
the necessary witnesses at

Film made of Workers’

A DAILY newspaper is a
great weapon in the build-
ing of the mass revolu-
tionary party. At this
period of history another
such weapon is film.

The Socialist Labour
League intends to use both in
the coming great struggles.

In preparation

Sales of Workers’ Press are
already booming. To build on
this success the Central Com-
mittee of the Socialist Labour
League is now planning a

By Frank Cartwright

campaign of public meetings
and rallies.

A film about the produc-
tion of the paper is in pre-
paration and will be shown at
these gatherings.

The film covers the whole
process of the production of
the first issue and will in-
clude scenes from the lino-
type and composing shop,
the photographic department,
which produces the plates

for the press, and the press
itself.

The editorial side is also
included and to round off
there will be coverage of the
demonstration and speeches
in Brighton last Sunday.

Glimpse
The film is in sixteen milli-
metre with sound and will
bring a glimpse of the
achievements of the Trotsky-

Press

ist workers and Young So-
cialists into every region in
the country.

The achievement in skill,
dedication and technology is
enormous; a film can show a
little of all this.

But the best way to share
in it is through the pages of
the Workers’ Press and in the
daily struggle for revolu-
tionary consciousness.

@ Attend the meetings in
your area.

@ See the film.
@ Subscribe to the paper!

their trial, brought all the

proceedings to a halt.

Army secretary Mr Stanley
Resor announced that the CIA
had withheld its witnesses ‘in
the interest of national secur-
ity’.

Mr Resor made a dark
allusion to the CIA being ‘not
directly involved in the mur-
der’, a remark open to more
than one interpretation.

Unable

Mr Resor, who is secretary
of one of the two most power-
ful armies in the world, found
himself unable to act against
the intelligence department—
or so he would have us be-
lieve.

The whole affair has the air
of shadow-boxing and the US
army is nicely let off the hook
by the demands of ‘national
security’ pressed by the CIA,

After the arrest of the six,
details were given of the man-
ner in which their victim had
been killed.

It appears that the alleged
Vietnamese double-agent was
drugged, shot, then dumped in
the sea.

Their trial and conviction
seemed a mere formality —
until the CIA took a hand.

briefly: ‘Agitate!
Agitate!’ I think this sums
up succinctly not only Doug-
lass, whose agitation made
emarncipation possible, but also
the role of the Workers’ Press.

. I feel that the Workers'
Press is not just a newspaper,
It will be, in the words of
Lenin, a collective propagan-
dist, agitator and organizer of
the party.

Without a daily newspaper,
it is true, we cannot educate
and raise the consciousness of
the working class to new and
higher levels —but without
revolutionary political agita-
tion we will never succeed in
rousing the working class to
revolutionary struggle against
the capitalist system.

Distinction

This is the most important
distinction  between the
Workers’ Press “and all other
left-wing papers—the ‘Morning
Star’ included.

Their technique is their
politics. They dissimulate and
equivocate because that is the
only way to confuse, deceive
and restrain the working class
in the interests of a privileged
bureaucracy.

Serving imperialism, they

replace agitation with dema-

gogy.
That is not our role and
never will be.

We are committed irrevoc-
ably to the complete material
and spiritual liberation of the
working class and we have no
need for lies, half-truths and
hypocrisy.

Truth

The first task of a com-
munist is to tell the truth to
the workers, no matter how
bitter it may be. Nobody will
stop us from doing this.

As the editor of the
Workers’ Press I assure
the readers and subscribers
that this paper will not be-
tray your confidence, but
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Agitate! |

Uncertainty and  ner-
vousness gripped all
financial centres as dealers
guessed whether this was
the prelude to an imme-
diate revaluation or to a
gradual raising of the
mark’s price.

Speculation on a possible
new government led by
Social Democrat Herr
Brandt revaluing the mark
had already caused a rush
of dollars into west Ger-
many in unofficial trading
throughout Monday when

the markets remained
closed.
Immediately the German

decision was made public an
hour-long emergency meeting
of the Common Market’s

Executive Commission decided.

to tell Chancellor Kiesinger
that he cannot alter the mark
parity.

PREVENT
CHAOS

The meeting was called to
prevent the German decision
from bringing chaos to the
Market's farm trade.

Although all the implica-
tions of the move are not
immediately clear, the Bonn
decision is certain to increase
pressure on the weaker Euro-
pean currencies.

The French franc and ster-
ling will certainly suffer as
money flows inio  wesoe..
Germany, attracted by the
speculative gains which must
flow from a raising of the
mark’s price.

The franc, still groggy des-
pite the August devaluation,
will be hard hit in the next
few days.

Sterling came under immedi-
ate pressure, after making
some initial gains,

‘We just do not know where
we stand,’ said one prominent
London dealer. ‘Things are
pretty chaotic,’

GUARDED
SUPPORT

Meanwhile US Treasury
secretary, David Kennedy and
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) chief Pierre-Paul Sch-
weitzer gave the move guarded
support in statements from
Washington.

No doubt they hope that
some pressure will be taken
off the dollar and thrown onto
weaker currencies.

In all the confusion one
thing is certain.

The divisions amongst the
capitalist class must intensify
as they each seek to extricate
themselves from the develop-

ing crisis at the expense of

their own working classes.

Work-study in
road transport

_WORK-STUDY is to be used

to step-up exploitation in the
haulage industry as a result
of a productivity deal negoti-
ated between the Transport
and General Workers’” Union
and British Road Services
(BRS), Ltd.

Under the deal drivers and
other workers are being offered
a productivity bonus of £2 5s.
to £4 according to the extent
of the speed-up.

A BRS spokesman said that
the union official involved, Mr
Alan Law, the Midlands trade
group secretary, ‘has been very
helpful in the negotiations’.

Was the
film

for the
nolice?

By our own correspondent

THERE is some mystery
about a crew of TV camera
men who covered the
Brighton demonstration
last Sunday allegedly for
BBC.

It was not, according to re-
ports, a regular BBC news
team.

Many feet of film was shot of
the march, but not a single
frame appeared on the
news.

What then was the purpose of
this very special news
‘team’?

Could it be that the job was
being done for the Special
Branch who are becoming
more and more recognized
on demonstrations ?

The ‘team’ afterwards came
along to the West Pier rally
and were indignant because
they were refused admission.

Stop
nuclear
test plea

By our sclence correspondent

WASHINGTON MONDAY
— A group of prominent
scientists and members of
Cuouigress today warned that
an underground nuclear test
planned for Thursday on an
Alaskan island could touch
off major earthquakes and
tidal waves, endangering
countries  bordering the
Pacific ocean.

They said that although the
possibility of a major catas-
trophe was small, the test
should be postponed pending
further study of geological
and other problems.

The Atomic Energy Com-
mission (AEC) plans to test
an explosion of about 1.2
megatons equivalent to
1,200,000 tons of TNT —on
Amchitka Island. '3

The opposition was voiced
at a Senate foreign relations
committee hearing called to
consider a proposal to set up
a 15-man commission of scien-
tists to examine the effects of
nuclear weapons testing on
international relations and
foreign policy.

Senator William Fulbright,
chairman of the foreign rela-
tions committee, said a de-
cision to postpone the test
was up to President Nixon.

ALL TRADES
UNIONS

ALLIANCE

' Unemployment and the

lessons of GEC-English
Electric’

LIVERPOOL

Sunday, October 19
7.30 p.m.

Museum Lecture Hall
William Brown Street

Speaker: C. Slaughter
Central Committee
Socialist Labour League
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Comment —
on the
conference

SHEFFIELD AEF delegate
to the Labour Party con-

ference George Machin
commenting on proceed-
ings told the Workers’
Press:

‘'m discouraged to learn
of the government’s intention
to carry on with part one of
the Prices and Incomes Act.

‘I would liked to have seen,
as the TUC demanded, the
abolition of the Incomes
Board. There’ll have to be a
real attack on this in Wed-
nesday’s debate on the
“Agenda”—I think the big
trade union guns will come
out.

‘One of the most impor-
tant things to come out has
been the statement of a firm
date of equal pay. This is
very heartening, but it should
have been shorter -than- five
years.

‘Whether we are prepared
to accept this length of time
is another question, of
course. I don’t think the
women at English Steel in
Sheffield, for instance, are
going to wait until 1975—
they’ll go ahead and press
their claim now.’

Just translated from the
French

‘I am Ashamed of You
Comrades’

A record of the persecution
of anti-Stalinists in the
USSR

in
Saturday’s
Workers’ Press
Make sure of your copy

Order now
Telephone 720 2000

TODAY’S debate on the economic strategy section
of the Labour Party’s ‘Agenda for a Generation’,

takes place against a backg

round where major con-

cessions have already been made to the right-wing
traitors by conference’s so-called ‘left’.

Mersey workers
to lobby L.P.
conference

On Monday afternoon,
Party and union leaders
went ahead with their
attempt to present a
facade of unity—hanging
on the worn thread of the
Trades Union Congress’s
rotten Downing  Street
compromise.

But despite the standing
ovation given to Wilson's
‘Five Years of Change’
speech yesterday morning,
there is now almost certain
to be a major row ovér the
executive’s ‘Agenda for a
Generation’ policy state-
ment—sparked off by Mrs
Castle’s reply to Monday
%ttemoon’s trade union de-

ate.

Although Wilson held talks
with Jack Jones and Hugh
Scanlon in the early hours of
yesterday morning, they may
now cast their union’s
1,800,000 votes against the
statement. )

As the Labour leaders
moved a new force of 6C0
commandos. to Belfast, the
Ulster debate took place on
Monday without a single de-
mand for the withdrawal of
troops being voiced.

In fact, both ‘left’ and right
were apparently united behind
an emergency resolution urg-
ing the government to main-
tain, and if necessary, extend
its existing authority ‘until full
civil rights are guaranteed to
all the people of Northern
Ireland!’

Callaghan’s statement that
‘there are no troops in the
world who could have done
the job that has been done by
the British army Dbetter’,

A.E.F.
Lytham

black
factory

THE Amalgamated Union of Engineering and Foundry-
workers is to ‘black’ all products of the Lytham, Lan-
cashire, Dudley Hill engineering factory, a subsidiary
of Initial Services, the roller-towel company.

Sixty-four AEF members

have been on strike at the
factory since September 8.
The management refuses to
negotiate with the union.

Blackpool and Fylde AEF
district secretary said that raw
materials at the factory were
already being blacked.

‘I am now writing to all
union branches to explain that
the factory’s products should
not be handled,” he said.

More U.S. aid
for Zionists

ISRAEL Radio announced
on Monday that Prime Min-
ister Mrs Golda Meir has
asked President Nixon for
aid amounting to £420
million.

This is the sum the Israeli
government expects to lose on
its balance of payments over
the next five years as a result
of arms expenditure.

Cairo Radio stated at the
weekend Nixon has already
agreed to supply 25 Phantom
and 50 Skyhawk jets to Israel.

The increasing burden of
military expenditure on Israeli
capitalism will mean new
attacks by the Zionists on the
Jewish working class in Israel
itself.

Miners’
strike

SIX collieries in the Barnsley,
Yorkshire, area on Monday
joined the strike over market
men’s wages, which began
three weeks ago at Cadeby
Main pit.

The six are Thryburgh Hall,

Wath Main, Cortonwood,
Maltby, Manton and Barn-
borough.

@ See page four for a full

., report on the Cadeby strike.

merely echoed that of Man-
chester MP Paul Rose, who
said:

‘British troops must hold the
line . . . I believe it was right
to send in those troops, and
it was right for Jim Callaghan
to reinforce them last night.’

Praised deal

While declaring its opposi-
tion to ‘any legislation which
would curtail basic trade union
rights, including penal sanc-
tions on work people or on
trade unions in connection
with industrial disputes’, a
successful composite from the
Transport and General Work-

ers’ Union (T&GWU) and the .

Boilermakers, Shipwrights and
Blacksmiths (ASB) congratu-
lated the government and the
TUC on reaching ‘mutual
understanding and co-operation
on means of solving the
problems of industrial relations
which are vitally necessary in
resolving our economic difficul-
ties’.

Moving the resolution, ‘left’
assistant T&GWU general sec-
retary Harry Urwin said that
the June 18 agreement had
been ‘constructive’.

It was now necessary, he

thought, to provide ‘measures

Castle: Glad union leaders
got together with bosses.

of partnership’ and ‘greater
say’ for workers in order to
‘remove the causes of unrest’.
Another ‘left’, ASB president
Dan McGarvey, declared that
June 18 would ‘go down in
history as the day on which
democratic  socialism  was
iaaved from committing hari-
ri’,

‘Like beavers’

The trade union leaders had
‘worked like beavers’ to carry

@'PAGE 4 COL. 8

By
David
Maude

MERSEYSIDE GEC-
English  Electric  shop
stewards decided at an
action committee meeting
on Monday night to

Industrial Reporter
THE atmosphere at the
Liverpool factory of Vaux-
hall Motors can only be
described as ‘boiling over’.

About 2,000 workers remain
at work and the factory is
running rapidly to a standstill.

Many of the militants are
incensed and feel that the
company is victimizing them.
As one steward told the
Workers' Press :

‘The management is getting
hysterical’.

While the work to rule is
general throughout the fac-
tory, workers claim that the
company is trying to split

them by laying off some men
and not others.

Laid off

The company is alleged to
have laid off men whose job
it is to ensure safety and
asked workers to continue
operating machines without
safety workers, signing them
out when they refuse to work
under these conditions.

Night-shift men have been
kept on in some jobs while

their day-shift counterparts
have been laid off, it is
claimed.

A mass meeting of Vaux-
hall workers is due to be held
in the next few days.

The Vauxhall workers must
cut across the confusion
caused by the present situa-
tion in the factory.

In the present situation, a
firm call for strike action,
linked to other sections of
the combine, will meet with a
solid response and open the
way to smashing the ‘penal
clause’ deal.

lobby the Labour Party
conference during the de-
bate on engineering mer-
gers today.

They also planned to
lobby the GEC National
Joint Consultative Council
when it meets on Monday
3t the Mayfair ¥*c2¢l, Lon-
on.

The action committee is
campaigning for delegates to

_attend these lobbies from all

over the combine,

Maintenance workers at the
East Lancs. " Road Liverpool
factory of GEC-English Elec-
tric walked out on Mond
morning after a superintend-
ent was found to have
switched on a compressor in
defiance of an overtime ban.

Former Nazi
security chief
arrested

THE West Berlin prosecutor
announced on Monday that
investigations into the mur-
der of more than 1,000 Soviet
prisoners-of-war had led to
the arrest of Franz
Koenigshaus, a West German
businessman.

Before becoming a success-
ful capitalist, Koenigshaus was
head of the Nazi ‘security
office’, the department respon-
sible for the enslavement and
murder of millions of Soviet
citizens and prisoners-of-war.
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As D-mark floats

Uncertainty grips
money markets

By Peter Jofiries

THE DECISION of the Bonn government to allow the mark to ‘float’
—to find its own value in world money markets—must deepen the in-

ternational monetary crisis.

MIKE BANDA : Editor of Workers’ Press

To all readers

A message
from the editor

THE great Negro leader,

agitator and protagonist of

abolition, Frederick Doug-
lass, was once asked for
some advice by one of his
young followers.

Douglass replied simply and

C.LA: shows its
hand in ‘green
berets’ trial

ALL charges against the six
US special forces men
(‘green berets’) who were to
have stood trial for the
murder of a Vietnamese
civilian, were dropped on
Monday by the US army.

It seems the Pentagon
jumped the gun in arresting
these exponents of pillage and
mass murder.

The Central ! Intelligence
Agency, by refusing to supply
the necessary witnesses at

Film made of Workers’

A DAILY newspaper is a
great weapon in the build-
ing of the mass revolu-
tionary party. At this
period of history another
such weapon is film,

The Socialist Labour
League intends to use both in
the coming great struggles.

In preparation

Sales of Workers’ Press are
already booming. To build on
this success the Central Com-
mittee of the Socialist Labour
League is now planning a

By Frank Cartwright

campai of public meetings
and rallies.

A film about the produc-
tion of the paper is in pre-
paration and will be shown at
these gatherings.

The film covers the whole
process of the production of
the first issue and will in-
clude scenes from the lino-
type and composing shop,
the photographic department,
which produces the plates

for the press, and the press
itself.

The editorial side is also
included and to round off
there will be coverage of the
demonstration and speeches
in Brighton last Sunday.

Glimpse
The film is in sixteen milli-
metre with sound and will
bring a glimpse of the
achievements of the Trotsky-

Press

ist workers and Young So-
cialists into every region in
the country.

The achievement in skill,
dedication and technology is
enormous; a film can show a
little of all this.

But the best way to share
in it is through the pages of
the Workers’ Press and in the
daily struggle for revolu-
tionary consciousness.

'. Attend the meetings in
your area.

‘@ See the film,
@ Subscribe to the paper!

their trial, brought all the
proceedings to a halt.

Army secretary Mr Stanley
Resor announced that the CIA
had withheld its witnesses ‘in
the interest of national secur-
ity’.

Mr Resor made a dark
allusion to the CIA being ‘not
directly involved in the mur-
der’, a remark open to more
than one interpretation.

Unable

Mr Resor, who is secretary
of one of the two most power-
ful armies in the world, found
himself unable to act against
the intelligence department—
or so he would have us be-
lieve.

The whole affair has the air
of shadow-boxing and. the US
army is nicely let off the hook
by the demands of ‘national
security’ pressed by the CIA.

After the arrest of the six,
details were given of the man-
ner in which their victim had
been killed.

It appears that the alleged
Vietnamese double-agent was
drugged, shot, then dumped in
the sea.

Their trial and conviction
seemed a mere formality —
until the CIA took a hand.

briefly: ‘Agitate! Agitate!
Agitate!’ I think this sums
up succinctly not only Doug-
lass, whose agitation made
emancipation possible, but also
the role of the Workers’ Press.

. 1 feel that the Workers’
Press is not just a newspaper,
It will be, in the words of
Lenin, a collective propagan-
dist, agitator and organizer of
the party.

Without a daily newspaper,
it is true, we cannot educate
and raise the consciousness of
the working class to new and
higher levels —but without
revolutionary political agita-
tion we will never succeed in
rousing the working class to
revolutionary struggle against
the capitalist system.

Distinction

This is the most important
distinction  between the
Workers' Press ahd all other
left-wing papers—the ‘Morning
Star’ included.

Their technique is their
politics. They dissimulate and
equivocate because that is the
only way to confuse, deceive
and restrain the working class
in the interests of a privileged
bureaucracy.

Serving imperialism, they
replace agitation with dema-
gogy.

That is not our role and
never will be.

We are committed irrevoc-
ably to the complete material
and spiritual liberation of the
working class and we have no
need for lies, half-truths and
hypocrisy.

Truth

The first task of a com-
munist is to tell the truth to
the workers, no matter how
bitter it may be. Nobody will
stop us from doing this.

As the editor of the
Workers’ Press 1 assure
the readers and subscribers
that this paper will not be-
tray your confidence, but
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Uncertainty and - ner-
vousness gripped all
financial centres as dealers
guessed whether this was
the prelude to an imme-
diate revaluation or to a
gradual raising of the
mark’s price.

Speculation on a possible
new government led by
Social Democrat Herr
Brandt revaluing the mark
had already caused a rush
of dollars into west Ger-
many in unofficial trading
throughout Monday when
the markets remained
closed.

Immediately the German
decision was made public an
hour-long emergency meeting
of the Common Market’s

Executive Commission decided |,

to tell Chancellor Kiesinger
that he cannot alter the mark
parity.

PREVENT
CHAOS

The meeting was called to
prevent the German decision
from bringing chaos to the
Market’s farm trade.

Although all the implica-
tions of the move are not
immediately clear, the Bonn
decision is certain to increase
pressure on the weaker Euro-
pean currencies.

The French franc and ster-
ling will certainly suffer as
money flows into wescor..
Germany, attracted by the
speculative gains which must
flow from a raising of the
mark’s price.

The franc, still groggy des-
pite the August devaluation,
will be hard hit in the next
few days.

Sterling came under immedi-
ate pressure, after making
some initial gains,

‘We just do not know where

we stand,’ said one prominent
London dealer. ‘Things are
pretty chaotic.’
GUARDED
SUPPORT
Meanwhile US Treasury

secretary, David Kennedy and
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) chief Pierre-Paul Sch-
weitzer gave the move guarded
support in statements from
Washington.

No doubt they hope that
some pressure will be taken
off the dollar and thrown onto
weaker currencies.

In all the confusion one
thing is certain.

The divisions amongst the
capitalist class must intensify
as they each seek to extricate
themselves from the develop-
ing crisis at the expense of
their own working classes.

Work-study in
road transport

WORK-STUDY is to be used
to step-up exploitation in the
haulage industry as a result
of a productivity deal negoti-
ated between the Transport
and General Workers’ Union
and British Road Services
(BRS), Ltd.

Under the deal drivers and
other workers are being offered
a productivity bonus of £2 5s.
to £4 according to the extent
of the speed-up.

A BRS spokesman said that
the union official involved, Mr
Alan Law, the Midlands trade
ﬁroup secretary, ‘has been very

elpful in the negotiations’.

Was the
film

for the
police?

By our own correspondent

THERE is some mystery
about a crew of TV camera
men who covered the
Brighton demonstration
ll;als’tc Sunday allegedly for

It was not, according to re-
ports, a regular BBC news
team,

Many feet of film was shot of
the march, but not a single
frame appeared on the
news.

What then was the purpose of
this very special news
‘team’?

Could it be that the job was
being done for the Special
Branch who are becoming
more and more recognized
on demonstrations ?

The ‘team’ afterwards came
along to the West Pier rally
and were indignant because
they were refused admission.

Stop
nuclear
test plea

By our sclence correspondent

WASHINGTON MONDAY

-— A group of prominent
sciéntists and members of
Cuigress today warned that
an underground nuclear test
planned for Thursday on an
Alaskan island could touch
off major earthquakes and
tidal waves, endangering
countries bordering the
Pacific ocean.

They said that although the
possibility of a major catas-
trophe was small, the test
should be postponed pending
further study of geological
and other problems.

The Atomic Energy Com-
mission (AEC) plans to test
an explosion of about 1.2
megatons — equivalent to
1,200,000 tons of TNT —on
Amchitka Island. -

The opposition was voiced
at a Senate foreign relations
committee hearing called to
consider a proposal to set up
a 15-man commission of scien-
tists to examine the effects of
nuclear weapons testing on
international relations and
foreign policy.

Senator William Fulbright,
chairman of the foreign rela-
tions committee, said a de-
cision to postpone the test
was up to President Nixon.

ALL TRADEN
UNIONN

ALLIANCE

Unemployment and the
lessons of GEC-English
Electric’

LIVERPOOL

Sunday, October 19
7.30 p.m.
Museum Lecture Hall
William Brown Street

Speaker: C. Slaughter
Central Committee
Socialist Labour League
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FOR THE third time in
ten years, entry into the

Common Market, or
European Economic
Community, has be-

come a major issue in
British politics.

Both the Tory and Labour
leaderships are declared sup-
porters of entry but there
are divisions within each

party.

With so much at stake for
the future of British capi-
talism, it 1s not surprising
that there should be deep
divisions within the ruling
class and that they should be
reflected in the labour and
trade union bureaucracy.

This led to some strange alli-
ances in 1961-1962 and no
doubt will again. Further shifts
in position can also be ex-
pected since the decision of
Enoch Powell to ride in on the
widespread concern at what
entry into the Common Mar-
ket would mean for food
prices and the cost of living.

The lengthy editorial in ‘The
Times’ on September 6
strongly supporting an applica-
tion is an index of the serious-
ness of the bid which is now
going to be made.

It represents the policy of
major sections of British capi-
tal which hope thereby to find
a solution to otherwise insur-
mountable financial and eco-
nomic problems.

Capitalism and
the national
state

To understand the reasons
for the formation of the Com-
mon Market and the discussion
of Eurcpean economic integra-
tion now going on, it is neces-
sary to refer to the historical
conditions under which capi-
talism developed in Europe.

Historically, the national
state was the political expres-
sion of the dominance of the
bourgeois class.

Each state thus had its own
set of laws, its tariffs and trade
regulations, its own currency
and banking system.

These states jostled for posi-
tion in the world market,
carved out colonial empires,
formed alliances and went to
war with each other.

The climax was reached in
the murderous wars of 1914-
1918 and 1939-1945.

These wars expressed the
contradiction between the great
productive (and destructive)
forces released by modern
science and technology and
the social relations of produc-
tion, of which the national
state frontiers within which
bourgeois rule had been estab-
lished formed a part.

Marxists pointed out that
the further development of the
productive forces required the
breaking down of the national
state frontiers as well as the
expropriation of the owners of
the means of production,

The historical delay in the
establishment of socialism, a
consequence of the crisis in
the working-class leadership,
imposed upon the European
bourgeoisie the task cf dealing
with the outmoded national
frontiers inherited from the
past.

The wars of the 20th cen-
tury, the revolutions in Russia
and eastern Europe, the chal-
lenge of the working class and
the economic decline of Europe
convinced important sections
of the bourgeoisie that it could
not survive without closer
European union.

This trend was backed by
the United States in the period
of the reconstruction of
European capitalism after 1945.

The establishment of the
European Economic Commun-
ity by France, Italy, Germany
and the Benelux countries in
the 1950s was the most signifi-
cant of a series of measures
towards closer economic in-
tegration which followed the
war.

Britain decided not to ad-
here to the Treaty of Rome
which brought this organiza-
tion into existence, not being
prepared to surrender any
sovereignty to a body with a
doubtful future which it could
not be sure of controlling.
Instead, the initiative was
taken in forming the looser
European Free Trade Associa-
tion.

The governments which went
into these groupings, and the
economic and political inter-
ests which supported them,
did so for reasons of material
interest.

Despite much idealistic talk
indulged in by politicians, pub-
licists and intellectuals about
‘united Europe’ and the need
to supersede the nation-state,
the long-standing national in-
terests of the bourgeoisie be-

‘BRITISH CAPITALISM

came even more sharply
defined within the new organ-
izations.

Common Market

problems

The gatherings of the Com-
mon Market countries, far
from taking place in an atmos-
phere of co-operation and
goodwill, have witnessed some
of the hardest bargaining for
short-term national interests
ever seen in the annals of
European diplomacy.

At the end of last year the
odious Herr Franz Josef
Strauss, West German Finance
Minister, who should know,
expressed himself frankly on
the subject.

‘Were it not for my natural
optimism’ he wrote, ‘I would
not be talking about Europe
at all any longer, for all we
can see in Europe today is a
melancholy demonstration of
our own helplessness, of our
hopeless political impotence.’

He added later, speaking of
his Common Market partners:

‘Their European policies
sometimes look like an endless
succession of diplomatic
manoeuvres, mutual blocking
tactics, deceit and haggling on
percentages and agricultural
contributions.’

There is a tendency to blame
the present strained relations
within the Six and the lack of
progress towards economic in-
tegration as laid down in the
Treaty of Rome upon the
nationalist intransigence of
General de Gaulle.

The implication is that now
he has gone everything will be
plain sailing, and the former
obstacles to Britain’s entry
will disappear.

It is true that de Gaulle
made his contribution to the
general mistrust, but he did so
as representative of specific
national interests as under-
stood by dominant sections of
French capital.

De Gaulle made no secret of
the fact that he had no time
for the visionary nonsense
which accompanied European
Common Market propaganda
and to which politicians as
well as ideologists paid lip-
service.

In the famous Soames con-
versation which blew up into
a major diplomatic incident
last February, de Gaulle made
proposals which amounted to
the replacement of EEC by a
looser and larger organization
which Britain could join.

The British government used
this against the French to win
support with the Germans and
others to strengthen their
future bid for entry.

But if the former French
president had no scruples
about going behind the backs
of his ‘allies’, and the British

. disclosures were made as part

of a diplomatic manoeuvre,
Strauss and his colleagues have
employed the same methods.

Strauss came to London
with proposals for political
and military co-operation

which would have had the
effect of diminishing French
influence in Europe and pre-
paring the return of Germany
to a greater political role.

Again London would not
play ball, for its own reasons.

Each government—at least
those of Britain, France and
Germany—considers the ques-
tion of European unity purely
from a national point of view
and tries to line up the smaller
countries on its side.

The old struggle for hege-
mony thus goes on in a new
form within the EEC and in
relation to Britain’s role. No
one country is in a position
to dominate without support
from one of the other big
three in Europe.

Under de Gaulle, France was
able to play a political role
which greatly exceeded her
relative economic power.

Since the spring of 1968 this
position has changed and the
departure of de Gaulle only
gives formal expression to the
sharp deterioration in her
financial and economic posi-
tion which has taken place.

The struggle for
hegemony

In fact in the Six France
now plays the role of the sick
man supported by an ailing
Italy and a scarcely healthy
Belgium, with only Federal
Germany apparently vigorous.

Some accounts of the Com-

AND THE

By Tom Kemp

COMMON MARKET

‘Their European policies sometimes look like an endless succession

of diplomatic manoeuvres,

mutual blocking tactics,
bhaggling on percentages and agricultural

deceit and

contributions.” HERR

FRANZ JOSEF STRAUSS, West German finance minister.

mon Market focus attention
on the growth in industrial
production and trade with
which the member countries
have been favoured in recent
years.

It is true that there has been
significant growth and that
this has been particularly dis-
quieting for the British capital-
ists in view of their intensified
eccnomic problems.

But the world background
of growing economic crisis has
had direct effects in Europe.

The failure of the EEC, de-
spite the formal ending of
tariffs between member coun-
tries on July 1, 1968, to make
a real move towards economic
integration is part of this
crisis.

The repeated money panics,
the balance of payments pro-
lems of the USA, Britain and
France, fear of industrial re-
cession and agricultural over-
production, have intensified
the competitive struggle with-
in EEC and between member
countries and others.

Even the firmest EEC sup-
porters admit that it is, as yet,
little more than a customs
union.

There is no sign that practi-
cal steps are being taken to
unify the banking and mone-
tary system or to harmonize
overall economic policies.

Co-operation in  science,
technology, social services and

other spheres remains very
limited.
For instance, there are

national regulations regarding
hygiene, grading, labelling, etc.

There are certain restric-
tions on currency movements
and other administrative ob-
stacles.

Governments show no hurry
to remove these further pro-
tective devices for national
producers.

The Treaty of Rome itself
set up no machinery for the
co-ordination of economic
policy, which remains firmly
in the hands of member states,
none of whom show any in-
clination to surrender their
powers to an authority in
Brussels or anywhere else.

The state bureaucracy, set
up by the bourgeoisie in each
naticnal state, has a vested
interest in preserving the old

national framework.

Common Market policies
play little part in national poli-
tics except in evoking oppo-
sition where some particular
interest is likely to be ad-
versely affected.

In the case of agriculture,
there is now virtually an agree-
ment to disagree, and the
problem posed for European
capitalism by the large peasan-
try in western Europe remains
unresolved.

T
Despite the taking off of
tariffs, goods do not in fact
now move freely within the
Common Market.

Not only did France have to
be granted exemptions to deal
with the situation following
the May-June 1968 struggles,
but there remain in existence
all sorts of effective barriers to
trade.

In fact, the measures to-
wards economic integration
after the completion of the
customs union remained vague
and permissive for the govern-
ments of the member coun-
tries.

It is obvious now that little
progress along these lines can
or will be made.

Effective economic 'integra-
tion can only take place on the
basis of monetary unification.

The world monetary crisis
has made this quite Utopian
even on the scale of the Six.

The

French franc is
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The wave of class struggles sweeping Italy such as the strike (above) at the Pirelli works in Milan involving 20,000 workers makes

IST-CLt
SCIOPERD - PIREL

struggling to avert a further
devaluation; the Belgian franc
is maintained at its present
value with difficulty; the flight
from the lira owing to the
wave of class struggles sweep-
ing Italy makes its devaluation
only a matter of time.

In fact, monetary integration
would bring the EEC under
the control of the mark, a
prelude to the realization of
German hegemony over west-
ern Europe.

The Common Market coun-
tries are not agreed about
Britain’s entry, the conse-
quences of which they estimate
from their own national stand-
point.

Excluding Holland, whose
ties with British capital (Shell,
Unilever, etc.) make her
spokesmen echoes of London,
and Belgium and Luxemburg,
who cannot play an independ-
ent role, the significant ques-
tion is whether Germany will
support it and be able to
counter remaining opposition
from Paris.

Italy is in favour because
she sees Britain as a counter-
weight to German and French
power.

In any case terms will be
laid down, especially in rela-
tion to sterling, the balance of
payments and agricultural
policy, which may be difficult
for any British government to
accept.

In addition, it is hinted,
even in some public state-
ments, that it must deal with
the trade unions—i.e. integrate
them more firmly into the
state and impose an effective
wages policy.

There is obviously an ex-
tremely protracted period of
hard bargaining ahead before
there is any chance of Britain’s
application being accepted.

De Gaulle's departure makes
no difference to the basic
issues.

Many idealistic people see
the Common Market as the
first step towards junking the

national state and building
some sort of international
order.

They produce a variety of
arguments, some economic,
such as the advantages of a

L)

large market area, others poli-
tical, such as the ability of a
united Europe to match up to
the challenge from America or
the Soviet Union.

The plans and proposals
which follow are quite unreal-
istic because they assume that
the different European ruling
classes could be persuaded to
abandon the national state
form through which they have
established themselves and
that international economic in-
tegration is possible while the
means of production remain in
capitalist hands.

The evidence shows that
economic integration cannot
proceed except through politi-
cal integration.

This the European bour-
geoisie has been completely
unable to advance even by a
single step.

All it has been able to do is
to set up one shaky customs
union (EEC) with protective
tariffs against the outside world
and one club for the mutual
lowering of tariffs without a
common tariff (EFTA) which
are themselves in rivalry with
each other.

This is the net result of a
quarter of a century of ‘in-
tegration’ in western Europe.

It is thus quite plain that
the bourgeoisie is unable to
remove the barriers to the de-
velopment of the productive
forces which are constituted
by the national state.

Its attempt, as it were, to
substitute itself for the work-
ing class has proved a failure.

It is upon this class that the
task of superseding the old
state frontiers devolves.

It is only on the basis of
nationalized property relations
and a planned economy under
the control of the working
class that it will be possible,
and necessary, to carry through
a programme of international
economic integration.

The answer to the Common
Market and all proposals,
whatever their intent, for
European unity is that it is
first necessary to carry through
the socialist revolution on a
national and European scale
as the basis for the United
Socialist States of Europe.

354 pps. including glossary and chronology. Price:
22s. 6d. (soft cover); 37s. 6d. (hard cover)

Available from New Park Publications,
186a Clapham High Street, S.W.4.
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By Charles Parkins

A ROW broke out
among some Labour

MPs recently over lobby-
ing for Middle-East
governments.

If this row must be com-
mented on, it is not because
of anything that might be
learned from it about the
Middle East, but for the way
it shows up, for members of
the labour movement, the
very ‘broadmindedness’ of the
Labour Party.

It is a ‘broadmindedness’
that allows virtually anyone
—anyone except Trotskyists
—from airing their views.
Such views, of course, make
no difference to policies—
the government will still
pursue a programme aimed
against workers at home, and
against Arab and Jewish
workers and peasants over-
seas.

The recent row began with
remarks allegedly made by Mrs

Labour
the Middle East

Margaret McKay, MP for Clap-
ham, about Jewish MPs. Mrs
McKay was on a four-week
tour of the United States,
during which she addressed a
meeting held in New York by
a body called the ‘Inter-Faith
Committee for Middle East
Peace and Development’.

She was reported to have
said at this meeting that ‘with
62 Jewish Labour MPs in the
Commons it was impossible for
the government to be anything
but pro-Israel in its policy’.

Protests

Mrs McKay is a member of
the Anglo-Jordanian Parlia-
mentary Alliance. Her alleged
remarks brought protests from
Jewish MPs and organizations.
It was pointed out that only
37 MPs were Jewish.

On September 18, Mrs
McKay flew back into London
and told reporters that she was
‘flabbergasted’ to hear of the
way she had been reported.

She said that she had spoken

at a private meeting and did
not know that reporters were
present. She denied making
the remark attributed to her.

Into the fray came Sir
Barnett Janner, MP for
Leicester North West, and
President of the Zionist Feder-
ation of Great Britain. He de-
clared that since Arab states
were unfriendly to Britain, it
was ‘patriotic’ for MPs to sup-
port Israel.

Accurate

However, United Press said
that their reporter had been
present at the meeting and that
he was ‘sticking to his story’.
The chairman of the New York
meeting, the Rev. Dana Klotzle
alleged that the story was ac-
curate and said: ‘There were
32 people present. How can
she deny it ?’.

According to the ‘Daily
Telegraph’ of Friday Septem-
ber 19, Mrs McKay said:

‘It is utterly ridiculous to
say I attacked the British gov-

ernment. I support its policy
and was defending it.’

Interviewed by Independent
Television News on the Thurs-
day, and asked whether she
had made the remark about a
‘Jewish lobby’, Mrs McKay
again made the point that she
had not attacked the govern-
ment.

It was noticeable that when
the interviewer used the phrase
‘Jewish lobby’, Mrs McKay re-
peated the same phrase in her
reply—why did she make no
attempt to correct the inter-
viewer by making a distinction
between ‘Jewish’ and ‘Zion-
ist’?

Criticism

It seems, in fact, that Mrs
McKay’s main concern was to
cover herself against the
charge that she had publicly
criticized the government.

Might we ask how, if Mrs
McKay is a friend of the Arab
peoples can she refrain from
criticizing the British govern-

ment, in view of its policies
not only regarding Israel but
in Aden and the Persian Gulf?

However, what is most
noticeable is that, judging from
the reports, Mrs McKay does
not seem to think it is objec-
tionable that she should equate
being Jewish with being a
Zionist. Neither do the Zion-
ists think it objectionable.

But it is objectionable to any
genuine international socialist.
We reject the lumping of all
Jewish people together under
one political label.

Zionism

There are Jewish workers
and Jewish capitalists, Jewish
socialists and Jewish reaction-
aries.

Zionism is a reactionary
chauvinistic movement,
financed and directed by
wealthy Jewish capitalists,
which tells the Jewish workers
that they have a common
identity and interest with Jew-
ish bosses and not with their

MPs row over

fellow workers.

In this way it tries to tie
them to the imperialist system
which has been responsible for
modern anti-semitism.

In the Middle East the Zion-
ists brought about the expul-
sion of one million Palestinian
Arabs from their homes in
1948, and subsequently allied
themselves with imperialism in
the 1956 Suez aggression, go-
ing on in 1967 to a war of con-
quest which led to large areas
coming under Israeli military
occupation and colonization.

Support

In the pages of ‘The News-
letter’, we have consistently
exposed the reactionary nature
of Zionism. For this reason,
we have also drawn attention
to the support given to Zionist
organizations by a number of
Labour MPs.

Not all these MPs are Jew-
ish; that is not our concern.
We have attacked the policies
they have advocated, or the

organizations they have be-
longed to and not their origins.

No communist, no socialist,
would single people out ac-
cording to their origins.

We completely reject any
talk about ‘Jewish influence’,
and we reject the false equa-
tion that ‘Jewish equals Zion-
ist’, whether it is asserted by
Polish Stalinist bureaucrats,
Arab reactionaries or the Zion-
ists themselves.

Welcome

It was Maurice Edelman,
MP for Coventry North, who
reportedly declared at the 63rd
annual conference of ‘Poale
Zion’ in April: ‘To be a Jew
is to be a Zionist. To be a Zion-
ist is to be a Jew’. ‘

The remark allegedly made
by Mrs McKay could only be
welcomed by Zionists.

It may also be utilized by
racialists who revel in such
phrases as ‘Jewish control’,
especially in connection with
the labour movement.

The capitalist press is bound
to have seen the usefulness of
such a remark being publi-
cised. The last people it can
help are the Palestinian Arabs.

The Palestinian organiza-
tions such as Al Fatah or the
Popular Liberation Front in
particular, have been extremely
careful in all their statements
to stress the distinction they
make between being ‘Jewish’
and being a ‘Zionist’,
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WORLD TROTSKYISM GREETS

THE WORKERS PRESS

AMERIGA

Dear Comrades,

Greetings to the first daily Trotskyist paper in the world! September 27, 1969
will be a tremendous milestone in the history of the entire world working class.

We have followed closely the five-year struggle for the daily paper. We are
confident that the launching of the Workers’ Press will in its turn set the stage
for further leaps in the building of the revolutionary party. We know this will be so,
because our party and only our party is armed with Marxist* theory and it is only
through the constant fight for this theory that a revolutionary party of the working class

will be built.

‘The Newsletter’, now to be incorporated in the Workers’ Press has been our
guide in the fight for a Marxist paper in the United States, in our fight to re-establish
a weekly Trotskyist paper in the US for the first time since the degeneration of the
Socialist Workers’ Party and its reunification with the Pabloite ‘United Secretariat’.
The first issue of the weekly ‘Bulletin’ is now scheduled for the first week of November

of this year.

We know that the first daily Trotskyist paper is the product of years of con-
scious struggle, and it appears at a critical point in the development of the interna-
tional capitalist crisis and of the revolutionary movement. The imperialists are faced
with a deepening economic crisis. They are faced with an undefeated working class
which is ready to fight to defend its gains, and ready to learn the lessons of decades
of revolutionary struggles in the space of a few short years and even months.

The strike wave throughout Western Europe is a fitting welcome to this daily

paper.

LONG LIVE THE WORKERS’ PRESS!
LONG LIVE THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL!

Fraternally yours,

Lucy St. John, Editor,

Bulletin of International Socialism.
Organ of the Workers League, USA.

GEVLON

Dear Comrades,

The Revolutionary

Communist League (Ceylon)

send its warmest revolutionary greetings to the Socialist
Labour League on the occasion of the publication of the

first Trotskyist daily.

Coming as it does on the eve of the great class
battles, provoked by the culmination of the crisis of
international capitalism, which will see the most in-
sidious attempts at betrayal by the Stalinist and social-
democratic leaderships and their Pabloite accomplices,
the Workers’ Press confirms the ability of sections of the
International Committee of the Fourth International to
keep pace with the historic needs and tasks of the

international working class.

- The forging of this agitational and organizational
weapon in the struggle against capitalist oppression and
the treachery of the traditional leaderships is a guaran-
tee of the victory of the British working class in the
vanguard of the international working class.

The growth of ‘The Newsletter’ from a tabloid to
a daily would never have been possible without the
support of the British workers for the consistent struggle
for building the revolutionary leadership carried on by the
Socialist Labour League in the forefront of the Trotskyist
forces under the leadership of the International Com-
mittee of the Fourth International.

The publication of the Workers’ Press is a triumph

FRANCE

Dear Gomrades,

The greetings 1 am sending you in the name of the
French Trotskyist Organization for the reconstruction
of the Fourth International are full of pride today.
The English section of the International Committee of
the Fourth International, the Socialist Labour League,
by unceasing militant work, has raised its activity to
a level where it is able to publish a daily paper every
day under the name, Workers’ Press.

The SLL demonstrates by this achievement that
faithfulness to the principles of the programme of
the Fourth International is the only ground on which
a Bolshevik organization can be constructed.

The daily Workers’ Press will become, we are sure,
the organizational factor which will permit the SLL to
strengthen its base in the construction of the revolu-

tionary party in England.

In this way, Workers’ Press will soon become the
only workers’ newspaper in Great Britain, affirming by
doing so, that a workers’ newspaper can only be a Trot-
skyist newspaper, a revolutionary newspaper.

The daily Workers’ Press opens great opportunities
for strengthening the activity of all the sections in their
work for the convening of the Fourth Conference of
the International Committee for the reconstruction of
the Fourth International, open to organizations and

groups in all countries,

and particularly the East

European, for the new revolutionary international.

not only for the British, but for the international work-

ing class.

We are especially elated by the success of ‘The
Newsletter’ as it has functioned as the link between the
International Committee and the Revolutionary Com-
munist League and has played an inestimable role in
our struggle to build the revolutionary leadership in

Ceylon.

As the indomitable fighter for the principles, strategy
and tactics of the historical needs and tasks of the work-
ing class ‘The Newsletter’ has set an example to all
Marxist revolutionary journals.

Although the Revolutionary Communist League is
only just over a year old, we have been able to develop
our Sinhala newspaper ‘Virodhaya’ from a monthly into
a fortnightly and increase the size of our Tamil monthly,

‘Ethirppu’.

From December this year we shall make ‘Virodhaya’
a weekly and ‘Ethirppu’ a fortnightly. The Revolutionary
Communist League pledges its ‘Virodhaya’ and ‘Ethirppu’
to follow and uphold the inspiring example of ‘The
Newsletter’ before the Ceylon working class in the
supreme confidence we share with all sections of the
International Committee that the Fourth International is
now the greatest lever of history.

Yours fraternally,
Keerthi Balasuriya,

On behalf of the Political
Committee of the Revolutionary
Communist League (Ceylon).

Dear comrades, to end
this message I would like to
address myself personally
to my old comrade Gerry
Healy, in the name of those
who, in the dark years be-
fore the war, when Stalin
was exterminating the old
Bolsheviks, responded to
Leon Trotsky’s appeal to
take up the struggle for the
Fourth International.

Dear comrade Gerry, the
daily Workers’ Press affirms
by its achievement that the
thread of continuity that
Leon Trotsky passed on to
us has not been broken.

I do not doubt for one
instant that the historic
period that is opening up
will be the period of the
Fourth International, of its
reconstruction, of the con-
struction of revolutionary
parties directing the class

struggle towards the victory
of the socialist revolution.

Pierre Lambert.

Pierre Lambert

Must the show
g0 on?
THEATRE

By Brian Moore

TO open a new column
for the first Trotskyist
daily paper is an historic
occasion.

It represents years of
struggle, sacrifice, determina-
tion, but above all the living
potency of Marxism.

Each week this column
will concern itself with
films and theatre, hoping to
draw  the attention of
Workers’ Press readers to
significant developments and
contributions in this field.

We hope that writers, direc-
tors, technicians and actors
will be stimulated to con-
tribute to these pages as well
as their counterparts in factor-
ies on the shop floor.

Complexity

Because we believe that cul-
tural matters are of vital con-
cern and are inextricably
bound up with political ones;
because we believe that works
of art are an indissoluble part
of the creative energy of man
in his struggle for survival
against nature, in his struggle
to become himself; we believe
that works of art remind us of
our own humanity, show us
ourselves in a new light, place
before us the infinite complexi-
ties of human relationships, of
love, hate, passion, pain, des-
pair, death, joy.

In this they confront us with
the possibility or imperative of
change.

For Marxists these works
comprise part of the rich and
contradictory heritage of our
past and present culture and
it is our task, through revolu-
tionary struggle, to liberate
them from the alienating bonds
of class society, to make avail-
able to workers what has
hitherto been the rich preserve
of the bourgeoisie.

When we take on an under-
standing and analysis of capi-
talist society we take on the
whole of it, and that includes
the creative and imaginative
expression of its culture.

Restrictions

But we also understand that
capitalism places severe re-
strictions on the development
of creative expression, that in

. its persistent drive for profit it

reduces all men and things to
commodities, binds them to
the law of the market place,
and art in this process is no
exception.

Worse, it seeks to pervert
culture to satisfy its own pro-
paganda-ends either by bribery
direct (‘we pay the piper and
we call the tune’) or by the
insidious pervasiveness of its
ideology.

In particular, the more pub-
lic creative forms like films and

theatre come more directly
under the tentacular pressures
of the profit drive and in their
vulnerability they are more at
the centre of contradiction.

Expression

When a new talent emerges
it is in spite of, rather than
because of the system, but the
system itself demands its dues
in return.

We hear a great deal of the
freedom of expression permit-
ted by bourgeois democracy,
but in reality it is the freedom
to go without.

Actors, writers and directors
are in some cases highly paid,
in others abysmally paid casual
labourers, forced to hawk their
talents like pedlars at a fair.

When they are working,
their talents and, more import-
ant, their talents’ development,
are subordinated to the de-
mands of the cash register and
the accountants’ balance sheet.

Resilience

That work of quality does
persist is an indication of the
resilience of talent, but the
casualties of ‘success’, of frus-
tration, isolation, false values
and fatigue 1s the other side
of the balance sheet of im-
perialism in its decay.

In the last decade in this
country’s theatre we have seen
great breakthroughs that lost
their way, reverses, confident
voices that disappeared, but in
the wings as it were, behind
these developments were the
rumblings of a growing force,
a force that wunconsciously
authors were reflecting in a
confused, sometimes hostile
way, the force of the working
class beginning to flex its
muscles after the long periods
of defeat.

The Workers’” Press enters
the political scene as inter-
nationally the working class in
every major European country,
in Britain, France, Italy, Ger-
many, Czechoslovakia, prepares
a new and unprecedented
offensive, challenging the old
balance of forces, shaking the
old assumptions and illusions,
and above all polarizing the
situation.

Propaganda

This is the new context for
the future, where perhaps
writers and artists will not
merely retlect but strive for a
conscious understanding of and
active participation in the
struggle.

On the other side the capi-
talist class will undoubtedy do

alute the Chinese Revolution!

on its 20th Anniversary

ON THE 2o0th anniver-
sary of the victorious
Third Chinese Revolu-
tion we salute the con-
quests of the Chinese
workers and peasants.
Their achievement
stands beside that of the

Russian October as one

of the earth-shaking
events of the 2oth cen-
tury.

At a time when these con-
quests are threatened both
by the treachery of the Soviet
bureaucracy and by the
aggressive aims of United
States imperialism we call
for the defence of the
Chinese Revolution.

The overthrow of the cor-

rupt regime of the Kuomin-
tang struck a great blow at

The period that followed the defeats of 1927, the Long March (seen above), the anti-Japanese struggle,
the break with the Kuomintang were grappled with empirically by the Chinese leadership.

world imperialism and en-
couraged the colonial libera-
tion movement, particularly in

- Hf Stalin’s
advice had
been followed
Chiang
Kai-shek
(seen left)
would have
remained in
power.

Asia. It provided the basis for
the heroic resistance of North
Vietnam and the National
Liberation Front to the US
invaders.

By 1949 the revolutionary
upsurge of the working class
in the advanced countries had
already been broken by the
treachery of the reformists and
the desire of the Soviet
bureaucracy to reach an agree-
ment with the British and
Americans based on the divi-
sion of the world decided at
Yalta and Potsdam.

Indeed, if the counsels of
Stalin had been followed
Chiang Kai-shek would have
remained in power in China.

From its beginning therefore
the Chinese Revolution was in
the grip of serious contradic-
tions. The situation created by
the Korean War forced the
Chinese leadership to go fur-
ther and faster than it had
intended in carrying forward
the social revolution.

It was obliged, in the com-
ing years, to attempt to build
an advanced industry and a
collectivized agriculture in a
country which was economi-

cally more backward than

Russia in 1917.

Inevitably, immense hard-
ships were imposed on the
teeming millions of China.
Bureaucratic deformations
assumed a dramatic form.

The bloody 1927 defeats,
of which Stalin was the archi-
tect, were a serious setback
for the Chinese working class.
The leadership which took
command in the next period,
that of the Long March, the
anti-Japanese struggle and the
renewed alliance with the
Kuomintang, grappled empiri-
cally with the heritage of
China’s backwardness, isola-
tion and subordination to
world imperialism.

By seizing power in 1949
it had acted in flagrant defi-
ance of Stalin’s advice. Its
problems became more acute
and drove it into sharp col-
lision with the Soviet bureau-
cracy while it continued,
paradoxically, to pay respects
to the old image of Stalin.

Strains and rifts in the
Chinese bureaucracy, a pro-
duct of these conditions, came
to a head in the ‘cultural re-
volution’.

Mao and his supporters
launched an unprecedented
campaign intended to over-

come the very contradictions
in China which resulted from

backwardness, isolation and
the policy of the Soviet
bureaucracy.

It was aimed against those
who, behind defences of
power and privilege in the
party and the state, sought a
reconciliation with Khrush-
chev and his successors and
prescribed a similar policy for
China.

While the Maoists were for-
mally correct in the denun-
ciation of the opportunism of
the leadership of the Soviet
and other Communist Parties
they were unable to trace
them out to their historical
roots.

This inability to understand
their own past and thus ex-
plain the contradictions of the
Chinese Revolution drew the
Maoists further into a morass
of political confusion and op-
portunism.

From this stemmed an en-
tirely false position on Stalin
and his legacy and the wrong
conclusion that the Soviet
Union has returned to capi-
talism.

The Maoists have been un-
able to offer any way out for
China or to provide an alter-
native to Stalinism.

Turning away from the
struggle in the advanced
countries, they developed un-
principled relationships with
the national bourgeoisie—
which led to disaster in In-
donesia—and failed to offer
an international perspective to
the working class.

In saluting the Chinese Re-
volution and plédging our-
selves to its defence, we
therefore draw atention to the
dangers which confront it and
emphasize that it is only by

the extension of the revolu-
tion into the advanced coun-
tries that it can be secured
and carried forward.

By the same token, the de-
fence of the Chinese Revolu-
tion is inseparable from the
victory of the proletariat
through the political revolu-
tion in the countries of East-

ern Europe and the Soviet
Union.

The fate of the Chinese Re-
volution is thus indissolubly
linked with the building of
the revolutionary party in
China and in the other coun-
tries of the world under the
banner of the Fourth Interna-
tional.

The Korean War (seen below with the American troops withdrawing
from the North) forced the Chinese leadership into carrying the
social revolution in China further forward.

all they can to buy over talent
for their own propaganda.

Some of the so-called left
tom-cats of the late 1950s
have jumped already for their
tins of cat food.

The choice is becoming
clearer to all brethren of pen

and greasepaint, that is for
sure.
We will be counting you

gentlemen, every week, from
these pages.

There are no formulae for
works of creative expression,
for the imagination matures
through many differing histori-
cal and psychological processes
at a pace that often lags be-
hind political developments.

Perhaps in periods of rapid
political development the times
are not propitious for art.

But we are not here to
speculate on such matters.

The challenge of a new revo-
lutionary period confronts
writers, directors and actors
alike, and the challenge is
there to be met.

A new spirit is capturing
the imaginations of the work-
ing class of Europe which will
transform mankind.

The revolutionary movement
welcomes creative people to
join the struggle, bringing their
skills and talents to serve the
working class.

It is here that the veils are
lifted and new horizons
opened.

And the alternative ?

The alternative is the end of

everything.
Intelligentsia
Socialism

N
Inteihigentsia
and

Sovialism

By LEON TROTSKY

A review written for
the St. Petersburg re-
view ‘Sovremenny Mir’
in 1910, of Der Sozi-
alismus und die Intel-

lektuellen, by Max

Adler published in

Vienna in the same
year.

Price : one shilling
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Vauxhall

stops

after

men reject
penalties

PRODUCTION at

the

Ellesmere Port,

Cheshire and Luton plants of Vauxhall Motors
would cease at the end of yesterday’s day shift,
the management announced on Monday after-
noon.Production of Bedford trucks at the com-
pany’s Dunstable (Beds.) factory would also
stop. About 100 more men were laid off at

Luton today.

The decision, which involves about 3,500 men at
each plant follows a meeting of Cheshire assembly-line
workers which rejected the company’s ‘penal clause’
deal by an overwhelming majority.

3,000 workers, members
of the National Union of
Vehicle Builders, were laid
off nearly two weeks ago
following a dispute in the
press shop.

The management is trying to
push through a deal which in-
cludes Draconian disciplinary
clauses and intensification of
Measured-Day Work in return
for increases of only 8d. to
10d. an hour.

‘INTERVENE’

At Monday’s meeting there
was a call from a section of
the men for Mrs Barbara
Castle, Secretary for Employ-
ment and Productivity, and
Mr Vic Feather, TUC general
secretary, to meet shop stew-
ards to discuss the issues.

Rover prices
Joing up

THE Rover company in-
creased the prices of most
cars and Land-Rovers from
Tuesday.

The increases will range
from £8 to £50 for cars and
£56 to £87 for Land-Rovers.

General
strike in
Argentina

ARGENTINA will today be
brought to a standstill by a
36-hour general strike called
by the powerful General
Labour Confederation.

The ruling military junta
has issued a warning that they
will crush ruthlessly, with
guns if necessary, any attempt
to disturb ‘public order
during the strike.

A government communiqué
said that the strike was revo-
lutionary in nature and con-
sciously or unconsciously
played into the hands of ‘a
process of subversion’.

Meanwhile po lice have
arrested five people in the
capital, allegedly members of
a large communist cell led by
an Italian trained in Cuba
and the Soviet Union.

It is clear that a massive
movement is now building up
against the military regime in
Argentina.

The general strike follows
a series of partial strikes
earlier in the year.

ALL TRADES
UNIONS
ALLIANCE

Motor workers’ conference
All car, car
components and
delivery
workers
are invited
to a
motor workers’
conference

Digbeth Civic Hall,
Digbeth
Birmingham
Saturday November 8
2 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Write for credentials to :

R. Parsons,
21 Strawberry Path,
Blackbird Leys,
Oxford.

Conference fee: 5s. a person

All Trades Unions Alliance
SCOTLAND

All motor workers are invited
to attend a meeting in
Kingston Hall, Glasgow, C.5.
Sunday October 5, 2.30 p.m.
to discuss

‘The economic crisis and the
motor industry. Which way
the unions 2’
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By Peter Read

This call can only pave the
way for a sell-out.

The company’s proposals
follow completely the require-
ments of the Prices and In-
comes Board, whilst the TUC
in its June 5 agreement with
the government has taken on
the role of strikebreaker on
its behalf.

Only 2,000 workers were
still at work on Monday at
Ellesmere Port.

LAY-OFFS

This is because the manage-
ment is also laying off mem-
bers of the Amalgamated
Union of Engineering and
Foundryworkers who have
been working to rule since
last Wednesday in opposition
to the new deal.

The dispute is clearly esca-
lating to involve the whole
combine and makes very
urgent united action by all
Vauxhall workers against the
management’s proposals.

ATUA
MEETING
WILLESDEN

Thursday, October 2
8 p.m.
Willesden Trades and Labour
Hall
High Road, N.W.10

Y orks.

cai

win

ONE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED miners at Cade-
by Main colliery have voted to continue their strike-
now entering its third week-over market mens’

wages.

Market men are skilled
men without regular jobs
who can be assigned to fill
vacancies caused by ab-
senteeism or illness. The
Cadeby workers claim that
market men are being
sent to low-paid jobs when
face work is available.

On face-work men at
Cadeby get 85s. 2d a shift
plus 20 per cent bonus,
but some are beitig sent to
jobs paying only 77s. with
a 16 per cent bonus. This
can make a difference of
over £3 a week.

Productivity

The government’s pit
closures programme and con-
centration of faces is aimed
at maintaining productivity
with fewer men.

As production is concen-
trated on fewer faces, more

HOnnnmnm

BARNSLEY area panel of
the National Union of Mine-
workers voted 13-7 on
Saturday night against sup-
porting the Cadeby strike.
Despite this, the strike con-

tinues.
{IHnasmn

and more men are being
thrown on the market.

The Coal Board is trying
to save money while intensi-
fying the work of a smaller
number of men.

The Cadeby struggle is a
continuation of last year's
Wheldale strike and the stop-
page at Cortonwood earlier
this year.

The NCB is anxious, above
all, to keep these disputes
localized and at times may
make concessions to ensure

Ford men
sceptical of

parity

claim

THE PROBLEM of leadership for the Ford
workers in their fight for the current £8 to
£10-a-week claim is now the big question being
discussed in the factories.

The claim, which is for
parity with the Rootes,
Ryton, factory, has re-
ceived an enthusiastic re-
sponse.

There is a general feeling
that the claim is justified
by the rising cost of living.

One worker said he was
prepared to stay out three
months, even if the kids
starved — with no overtime,
£16 a week was impossible to
live on.

The claim was put to the
management on Friday by the
trade union side of the
National Joint Negotiating
Committee (NJNC).

No confidence

But Ford workers have no
confidence in the present
leadership on the shop floor
or in the unions.

Workers cannot see why
the union leaders will put up
any more fight than they did
last March when the notori-
ous penal clauses were ac-
cepted.

Workers say, if we had to
accept penalty clauses for
35s., what would we have to
accept for £107?

- As one worker pointed out:

‘This betrayal was clear in
the “penalty clause” strike.
The union leaders said the
penalty clauses had changed
from “chains to a skein of
wool” and the “Morning Star”
called the deal a partial vic-
tory.’

Conspiracy

Another alleged it was a
conspiracy from top to bot-
tom,

The derision with which the
Ford management treated the
claim showed how confident
they were that the union
leaders would hold the men
back and connive with the
Labour government in helping
the employers hold down
wages.

Industrial Reporter

Certainly at Friday’s meet-
ing of the NJNC the manage-
ment would only treat what
the unions had said as an ‘ex-
pression of their aspirations
rather than a claim’.

The developing situation at
Ford shows ever more clearly
the need for a leadership able
to match up to the coming
struggles.

Struggle

More and more workers are
coming to realize that this
means not only a struggle
with the management, but
their old leadership and the
government as well.

The demand for parity
can only be seriously pressed

" home on the basis of a revo-

lutionary perspective,

this. So, the Cortonwood
strike made real gains for
some men, increasing pay
from 52s. to 7ls.

Uniform

But what the Coal Board
steadfastly refused to do was
to introduce a uniform coun-

try rate.

They strove through nego-
tiations with the National
Union of Mineworkers

(NUM) to preserve differ-
ences between one region and
another and between one pit
and another.

In fact, the highest rates,
such as Brodsworth (85s. 2d.)
and Bentley (83s. 6d.), are a
result of local board mili-

tancy rather than negotia-
tions.
The NCB relies on the

union leadership to preserve
these divisions. The real issue
is the need for a united fight
for a unified rate throughout
the coalfield.

Agreement

We say: every qualified
face worker who is willing to
work on the face should have
the National Power Loading
Agreement (85s. 2d), no mat-
ter what job he does.

Yet the wunion leadership
keeps the miners ignorant of
the varying wages and condi-
tions in different pits.

For example, compare con-
ditions between Cadeby Main
in the Barnsley area and
Wheldale in north Yorkshire.

On the Wheldale powered
support-power loading faces
there are two men on the tail
gate stable and five on the
shearing machine cutting the
face.

Cadeby has two men on
the tail gate and seven on the
face.

Harder

Moreover, Wheldale cuts
coal on three shifts, involv-
ing harder work for the
loader gate stable men.

Cadeby cuts on two shifts
and the loader gate stable
machine advances on the
third shift.

The union leaders must be
forced to check on condi-
tions and pay at all pits and
get the highest conditions in-
troduced in every pit.

At Cadeby the NUM’s
Barnsley area panel urged the
branch committee to take the
men back to work, promising
to bring the area out if no
satisfaction was reached
within a week.

It is understood this posi-
tion was accepted by a small
majority on the committee,
but was rejected by a
strikers’ mass meeting on
Saturday, September 27.

Lesson

The Cadeby men must
learn the lesson of last year's
Wheldale strike where panel
leaders persuaded the men to
go back, promising to bring
the area out if nothing was
gained in 14 days.

Nothing was gained, the
panel was not brought out
and the strike was broken.

The Cadeby men must not
let this happen to them.

Up to now they have stood
firm. Now they must fight to
extend their strike.

A united fight on wages,
closures and rents can de-
feat the NCB.

pay battle mounts

Cadeby men

From
Jack Gale

AN ESSENTIAL part of
the port employers’ plans
to rationalize the docks
and to cut down on the
number of port workers is
the drive for ‘competition
between ports’.

Dockers are expected to
win trade from other ports
by out-doing their fellow
workers in tonnage handled,
in shifts worked and in
acceptance of lower man-
ning levels, cuts in rest
breaks and so on.

DYING

Naturally, the employers are
well pleased when union rep-
resentatives sing the same
tune. ‘Now a union leader
says it’ is the comment of a
recent issue of the ‘independ-
ent’ dock paper ‘The Port’,
over a statement by Tom
Roffey, a Transport and Gen-
eral Workers’ Union official.

equipment to the maximum with the minimum of men.

Squatting
next to
police
station

LAST Friday night, members
of the East London Squatters
Campaign moved into Arbour
House, a block of pre-war
flats in Stepney, London.

Five families with children
are now occupying the pre-
mises which belong to Tower
Hamlets Council.

The squatters’ movement
has of course provided the
capitalist press with mountains
of material over recent
months, culminating in a verit-
able orgy over the phoney
‘revolution’ at 144 Piccadilly.

Agreement

It happens that Arbour
House is next door to the
local police station!

A spokesman for the police
said: ‘It is most unusual hav-
ing squatters as our neigh-
bours but they have been
well-behaved and there has
been no trouble!’

Dock dispute
ens

WORK was resumed on
Monday by 129 dockers at
Liverpool’s Coburg dock after
a week’s strike.

The dockers had walked
off three ships in a dispute
over cargo inspection awards,
involving Spanish cargoes.
They were later joined by a
gang of 25 dockers working
on a vessel at the nearby
Toxteth dock.

However, the return of the
129 dockers was followed
immediately by a further dis-
pute involving 650 men
working on four ships.

Stalinists join
forces with
Orange Lodge

THE Communist Party has found strange new
friends with its ‘left unity’ policy.

The Orange Lodge, com-
plete with Union Jacks
and portraits of the Queen,
were allowed to head the
march to Liverpool Pier
Head called by the Irish
civil rights campaign on
Saturday.

The old faithfuls from
‘ International Socialism ’
were also present, of course.

Any workers who read leaf-
lets inviting them to ‘come
and see what is really happen-

Strikes hit
heer deliveries

STRIKES at two breweries
hit beer deliveries to London
public houses on Monday.

Three hundred transport
employees at the Charrington
depot in Mile End Road re-
fused to work because they
oppose the introduction of
new delivery sheets.

At the Watney Mann bot-
tling depot in Stepney, 50
‘van boys’ came out over a
wage dispute.

Later they decided at a
meeting to return to work

while talks between union
officials and  management
continued.

STEEL CLERKS

THREE hundred clerks at
the Lincoln brake factory
of Clayton Dewandre who
have been blacking steel
from the British Steel Cor-
poration (BSC) agreed to re-
sume normal working from
yesterday.

This was the condition laid

Message

® FROM PAGE ONE

will carry out the most
consistent, widespread and
ruthless agitation against
this barbarous system and
the Stalinist and social-
democratic traitors who
defend it. We shall uphold
the traditions of Leninism.
In conclusion let me say:
without your help and devo-
tion this paper would not have
been possible, but without
your continued sacrifice and
generosity it would not be-
come the weapon we want it
to be.
This is your paper—fight
for it!

down by TUC general secre-
tary Vic Feather, who has
promised to intervene in the
dispute.

The action taken by mem-
bers of the Clerical and Ad-
ministrative Workers’ Union
(CAWU) at Lincoln was in
support of a claim for recog-
nition of the union at three
Scunthorpe steelworks and
had affected production in
sections of the motor indus-
try.

Cancelled

The union’s general secre-
tary, Roy Grantham, said on
Monday that other action by
clerks, planned for factories
in the East Midlands this
week, had now been cancelled
and that talks would soon
take place between the TUC
and the Steel Trades Con-
federation to try to reach a
settlement.

The clerks employed by
BSC and all workers should
examine the TUC’s role in the
Port Talbot dispute.

In line with its agreement
to do the dirty work for the

RESUME WORK

+  Industrial Reporter

government and the employers
in the unions, the TUC has
swung its weight behind the
productivity offensive against
all steelworkers, knowing full
well that the ‘green book’
manpower productivity plan,
put forward by Port Talbot’s
private enterprise management
two years ago, involves ‘a
reduction of some 5,200 of its
employees’.

Context
The fight for the defence of
the unions, including the

question of trade union recog-
nition, must be taken in this
context.

The TUC’s acceptance of
the need for capitalist ration-
alization and all that goes
with it means that it cannot
mobilize the working class to
fight the employers.

The All Trades Unions
Alliance says that all compén-
sation payments must be

ended and the ‘green book’
rejected.

The struggle to resolve the
economic crisis at the expense
of the employers will only
take place against the TUC
and all its ‘settlements’.

ing in Northern Ireland’ can
only have been confused at
this display of political and
class compromise.

HOSTILE

By refuting the principled
Marxist programme of the
Socialist Labour League for
the immediate withdrawal of
troops and for a workers’ and
farmers’ government based on
nationalized industries, the
Stalinists attempt to divert the
Irish workers’ struggle behind
the reformism of the civil
rights campaign.

Stalinism is hostile to the
building of revolutionary par-
ties for the expropriation of
the employers.

Their slogans for British
standards of parliamentary
democracy were at one with
the Orange Lodge chants of
‘Ulster is British, Ulster is
British’.

It is no accident that the
red banners of the Communist
Party and ‘International Social-
ism’ should be disgraced in
this way.

It is merely the logic of
popular front politics—follow-
ing directly in the paths of
Stalinist betrayal in Spain and
France in the late 1930s.

READINESS

One leading Merseyside
Young Communist League
member explained : ‘They just
turned up and joined in, what
could we do?’

In fact the Union Jacks
were at the head of the
march. This attitude contrasts
vividly with the Communist
Party’s readiness to use the
police against the Young
Socialists on previous demon-
strations.

Merseyside workers rightly
gave no support to the whole
affair.

Less than 25 people took
part.

Nevertheless much can be
learned about the depths to
which Stalinism will sink.

THE MEANING
OF DEVLIN
PHASE TWO ON
THE DOCKS

By Bernard Franks

headed
Regain

‘Act
Lost

The article,
Together to
Trade’, begins :

‘Our river, to which we owe
so much, is dying. How tragic
it would be to feel that those
of us who have been so closely
connected with it should be
guilty in one way or another
of contributing to this.’

‘Dying’ is the word for it.

.

With new container berths like the one at Tilbury above, the only ‘collaboration’ the employers are interested in is working all

15 ships
hit by strike

A SEVEN-DAY-OLD strike of
140 tugmen held up 15 ships
on the Manchester Ship Canal
on Monday.

The men, whose unofficial
strike is over a pay dispute,
were to meet on Tuesday at
Runcorn.

Hackney
dustmens’

strike
spreads

ABOUT 150 dustmen from
the London borough of
Islington struck work on
Monday in support of the
200 Hackney dustmen who
have been on strike since
last Tuesday.

The Islington strike fol-
lowed a unanimous decision
at a meeting last Thursday to
strike if the council refused to
reply to their demand for a
£4 10s. pay rise.

The present basic rate is
£15 9s.—the men want £20.

One striker, married with
two children said :

‘It’s almost impossible to
make ends meet. We do the
same work as the Lambeth
dustmen and they get £25
basic. We are determined to
stay on strike until we get the
money’.

Rubbish has been piling up
in Hackney since the strike
began, particularly in the area
iround the Ridley Road mar-
et.

The Ridley Road heap is
now more than ten feet high.

Attempts by the council to
remove rubbish heaps in lor-
ries ‘in the interest of health
and welfare’ failed when
pickets induced the drivers to
drive away.

Docks and jobs are being
systematically Kkilled off by
the employers.

Roffey continues :

‘While we can accept that
Rome was not built in a day,
we can also accept that it was
built. Should we not therefore
turn our attention to estab-
lishing a system of employ-
\ment containing agreements
on pay and conditions instead
of paying lip-service to it ?

‘Such a system has been
referred to as “Phase Two,
Devlin”.’

The latest factor in this
*building’ process is the pro-
posal to close the Surrey
Docks, London.

EMPHASIS

Roffey also thinks that ‘too
much emphasis’ is being
laced on severance. The
ardship, he says, is mainly
due to loss of trade from ‘our
port’, and this is where his
point on collaboration comes
in.

‘My view is that both sides
of the industry should be con-
cerned in regaining lost work
and making every endeavour
to obtain new work in order
that men will continue to be
employed.’

He adds further :

‘Away must go bans on
this, that and the other. None
are serving any purpose what-
soever, other than to destroy
or lose the livelihood that
once obtained for the workers
of the Port of London. . . .

But with the new container
berths, the ‘collaboration’ the
employers are interested in is
in working all equipment to
the maximum, with any labour
available.

CLOSING

In the old docks it is just a
question of closing down as
quickly as possible, without
trouble.

It is these proposals for ex-
tensive exploitation and sack-
ings that the dockers have
helped to stave off with bans
and protective practices.

The one constant worry
that port employers have is
that dockers may forge vital
links between docks and ports
to act as a united body.

Roffey puts his position :

‘Any committee of shop
stewards should be organized
within the firm where the
elections took place, not out-
side it. The consequences of
any other organization of shop
stewards cannot do anything
but harm and can only result
in the usurping of the author-
ity of branches’ officially elec-
ted committees and union
officials.’

LONG-TERM

In fact, the harder the
dockers work ‘to regain lost
trade’ and the sooner that
links between dock workers
are broken, then the sooner
will the employers arrive at
their long-term aim of getting
90 per cent of the workers off
the docks.

Devlin Phase Two prepares
the way for shift work, powers
of hire-and-fire for the em-
ployers, cuts in manning and
the introduction of work-
study and Measured-Day Work
systems, as well as closures.

If the dockers are to defeat
the plans of the employers a
united fight of all port wor-
kers is needed for a policy of
nationalization of the docks
under workers’ control, and
for an alternative leadership
in the trade unions which will
lead a struggle against the em-
ployers and which will fight
for a socialist policy on the
docks.

LABOUR ‘LEFTS’
RETREAT

@® FROM PAGE ONE

out their undertaking to the
Prime Minister.

None of the trade union
leaders who dominated the
debate were prepared to
swing the full force of the

Mobility

ACTON London Transport
railway works fitters voted
on .Monday to continue
their strike against manage-
ment attempts to erode
their skilled status.

The strike started when the
management refused to allow
the deputy apprentice instruc-
tor—an AEF fitter—to take
on the chief apprentice in-
structor’s job whilst the latter
was on holiday.

The LTB claimed there was
too much work for the fitters
to do and he could not be
spared from his job.

The men—250 members of
the Amalgamated Union of
Engineering and Foundry-

opposéd by A.E.F.
transport workers

workers—claim that the man-
agament has done this many
times before and has deliber-
ately refrained from hiring
new fitters in order to keep
the skilled men in this posi-
tion.

All-round support

The management’s real aim,
one striker commented, was
to establish full mobility of
labour between skilled and
unskilled jobs in order to
weaken union organization in
the works.

All the unions at the works,
except the National Union of
Railwaymen (NUR), support
the AEF fitters and agree that
semi-skilled workers in the
railway works, because of the
repetitive character of the
work, get insufficient experi-
ence to be made up to skilled
fitters after five years’ work-
ing with the tools.

The men are continuing
their strike to win the prin-
ciple that skilled men should
be taken on to fill skilled
vacancies.

TUC’s Portsmouth majority

for repeal of the Prices and

Incomes Act against the

government’s insistence on

rxa:ntaining the anti~union
ct.

An_d no one, of course,
mentioned the anti-strike pro-
visions of the TUC’s ‘Pro-
gramme for Action’ ‘tecalf,

. Summing up for the execu-
tive, Mrs. Barbara Castle was
able to

STRESS that the govern-
ment had heard nothing to
changq its mind about the
xtlecessny for reactivating part
wo

ACCEPT composite 26 as
echoing ‘the pledge “Pro-
gramme for Action” that every
effort should be made to
reduce the number of stop-
pages of work’.

She was particularly glad
that trade union leaders were
to get together with the
employers to sort out what
she described as ‘the present
chaos’ in the motor industry.

Car workers look out!
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