Another
Hungary?

IS THE Czech working
class faced with another
Hungary?

The chain of events over
recent weeks could point in
that direction. First came
the purges from the Central
Committee and the removal
of Dubcek from the ruling
Party Presidium.

Then came the actual arrest
of leading figures in the
struggle against the Krem-
lin-backed Husak regime.

Now in the last few days we
have the trade union purge
and the expulsion of lead-
ing anti-Stalinist  writers
from the Party.

And lastly, the most ominous
sign of all, comes the seal-
ing of Czechoslovakia’s
frontier with the west.

The Soviet bureaucracy is
ready for civil war,

We warn all those British
Communist Party members
who have tagged along be-
hind Dubcek: it is no long-
er a question of Husak

against the ‘liberals’, but |

the Soviet bureaucracy and
its armed forces against the
Czech working class.

When the Kremlin crushed
the Hungarian  workers’
revolution of 1956, Gollan
and company supported
the bureaucracy to the hilt.

Where does the Communist
Party stand on Hungary
now, when an identical
ST S e S L
by the Kremlin in Czecho-
slovakia?

The only support the Czech
working class can rely on
will ccme from their class
brothers in the Soviet
Union, Eastern Europe and
the capitalist world.

It is our job to mobilize this
solidarity before the Krem-
lin strikes its first counter-
revolutionary blows.

Al trade
Unionists
must
support
the
dustmen

THE STENCH from the
heaps of garbage piled up
in London’s back alleys is
a perfume compared with
the odour emanating from
Westminster and Fleet
Street.

In both these quarters every
effort is being made to
railroad the dustmen into a
rotten productivity ‘com-
promise’,

Following Heath’s call for
the government to step in
and break the strike, the
Wilson cabinet decided on
Wednesday to use troops
as strike-breakers if any of
London’s 32 boroughs com-
plained that public health
was being endangered.

Wilson assured Heath that he
was keeping a close eye on
the situation. Here the
Labour leaders jump to it
when the Tories crack the
whip. .

Wilson's statements tie in
completely with the con-
certed press campaign to
make the maximum of the
‘health threat’.

Half Fleet Street has been
trailing round London all
week in the footsteps of
Mr William Parker, a lead-
ing public health inspector.

His remarks about ‘very ob-
jectionable animal matter’
to be seen in the streets
were given wide circula-
tion.

No doubt the press is wor-
ried by the wave of work-
ing-class support for the
council workers.

They hope to create a crisis
atmosphere in which the
dustmen’s leaders can be
panicked into  accepting
some form of deal.
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= WAGES =
AND JOBS FIGH
IS ON

BIG SECTIONS of the motor industry
down this week as workers replied with a broad-
side to sniper-fire from the employers against jobs,
wages and trade union organization.

Gestetner
workers greet
the daily

WE EXTEND our warmest
greetings to the Workers
Press.

ter’ laid great stress on poli-
tical leadership in the unions.

We have recently been
saddled with a productivity
deal. Our leaders, through all
kinds of excuses that we
can't fight the government,
that we should accept pro-
ductivity and get what we
can out of it and that we
should keep politics out of
the unions, enabled the deal
to go through.

Now we are faced with
enormous speed-up with very
little reward in wage packets.

We have no confidence in
the trade union bureaucracy
who have been busy signing
these deals and agreeing to
wage cuts, penalties, flexibi-~
lity and every other tool of
attack against the working
class now being put forward
by the government and the
employers.

May the ‘Workers Press
continue to fight for an al-
ternative leadership based on
socialist policies that we are
confident can lead the work-
ing class to victory.

Long live the
Press!

R. Goldstein (Shop Stew-

ard die casting), M. Ismail,

H. Morris, Sam A. Olani-

pekun, D. Stanley, C.

Young.

TUC-Castle
discussion

THE TUC’s economic com-
mittee has decided to seek
an early meeting with Mrs
Barbara Castle to discuss
changing the government’s
mind about retaining legal
powers to restrain wages.

The committee wants to
discuss government moves to
reactivate Part 2 of the
Prices and Incomes Act.

Workers

Association
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VEEK.

By David
Maude

were shut

When the Motor Show opens at Earl’'s Court next
Wednesday — the exhibition workers permitting — its
background will thus be a crisis-situation in the

industry.

And this can only be deepened by Thursday after-
noon’s announcement of a big drop in car sales on

the home market this

prcdr: . ; L

For the fourth day run-
ning this week, Thursday’s
shut-down at Morris
Motors, Cowley, was virtu-
ally complete.

Every line apart from the

Minor 1000, where a few cars |

were produced, was at a
standstill following Wednes-
day's walkout in protest
against British-Leyland’s
threat of short-time working
on the Maxi line.

Across the Oxford by-pass
at Pressed Steel Fisher, 440
Maxi line workers were laid
off until further notice be-
cause of the Morris dispute.

No surrender

At Hunt’s Cross, Liverpool,
the 1,150 Standard-Triumph
body workers decided to con-
tinue their strike for lay-off
pay and increased bonus into
its seventh week. They were
making a ‘no surrender’
stand, said shop stewards.

Standard-Triumph has laid
off another 10,000 workers in
Liverpool, Birmingham and
Coventry as a result of the
strike.

At York, talks aimed at
settling the three-week-old
Vauxhall dispute ended with
a new form of words for the
infamous ‘penal clauses’ the
company wants to introduce
as part of a new pay deal,
but no more money.

The clauses have already
been re-worded at least five
times, each time equally un-
acceptable to the men.

Big demand

What’s more, the Ellesmere
Port workers whose work-to-
rule shut Vauxhall’s three
plants are demanding a 5s.-
an-hour increase in pay—not
the 8d., 9d. or 10d. which
still constitute the company’s
offer.
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‘Guardian’ cheers
Toryscabs’ charter

‘HOW to make friends and influence people’ should be the sub-title of the ‘scab’s
charter’ unveiled by shadow Minister of Labour Mr Robert Carr at the Tory

conference on Wednesday.

MIXED RECEPTION
FOR T.V. SERIES

THE BBC television series, "Represent*‘mg the Unions’,
which aims to sell the illusion of a ‘fair deal’ for workers
under productivity deals and Measured-Day Work, started

this week.

ATUA meeting

‘Unemployment and the
lessons of GEC-English
Electric’

LIVERPOOL
Sunday, October 19

7.30 p.m.

Museumn Lecture Hall
William Brown Street
Speaker: C. Slaughter

WE ARE more than satisfied
with the response to the
Workers Press. Qur sales are
far higher than we originally
thought possible.

The response from the fac-
tories is extremely good. In
some cases we are selling
more of the daily than we
used to sell of the twice-
weekly ‘Newsletter,”

In spite of the usual quota
of problems familiar to such
a publication, we are now
well on the way to making
some major changes in the
news presentation of the
paper.

We are working towards
the possibility of producing
a special weekly edition of

the Workers’ Press with a
four-page magazine insertion
dealing with problems of
Marxist theory in relation to
the labour movement.

We hope to make an an-
nouncement early in 1970
along these lines.

Film
A 22-minute film of the
first issue of the Workers
Press in production is now
almost complete and will be
available for a mpatiomal cix-
culation campaign which is
to be launched early in

November. .
As one would expect the
Stalinists and  revisionists

Workers Press goes
from strength to strength

have been busy making their
usual predictions about the
paper collapsing after a few
days. These gentlemen are in
for a surprise.

Not only is the Workers
Press going to flourish be-
cause it to enjoy the growing
support of thousands of mili-
tant trade unionists, it will
concentrate on presenting a

news service for workers by

workers in a way that mo
other paper is able to do.

We appeal to our present
readers not to relax the cam-
paign for new readers.

In case of difficulty in re-
lation to sales, please phone
the circulation department,
01-720-2000.
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It is reported that the TUC
were ‘delighted’ with the res-
ponse to the series.

It took the TUC and BBC
Further Education Advisory
Committee two years to de-
cide on its contents.

Significantly, Rootes, which
is in the throes of introduc-
ing Measured-Day Work, pro-
vided facilities for 150 of its
shop stewards to watch the
series during working hours.

British-Leyland, where the
introduction of Measured-
Day Work has been resisted,
said they were ‘very impres-
ed’, but a company spokes-
man said: ‘I don’t think any-
bedy has asked for time off
to watch the series . . .".

Although the use of tele-
vision will not assist the man-
agements very much, its in-
tervention into the field of
industrial relations ° certainly
marks a new stage in the use
of the medium by the ruling
class.

Tugmen
return

MANCHESTER ship canal
tug: men voted on Thursday
to end their fortnight old
strike.

An interim pay award was
accepted on condition that
negotiations take place while
a new pay structure is drawn
up.

By John Spencer

For the Tory proposals
to abolish the closed shop,
bring in enforceable con-
tracts and alter the Trades
Disputes Act to make pos-
sible civil action against
‘unofficial’ strikers is wel-
comed not only by arch-
right-winger Enoch Powell,
but also by . . . the Liberal
‘Guardian’.

‘The Guardian’s’ editorial
for Thursday, October 9 pro-
fesses to detect ‘the first signs
of a hopeful change in the
Tory mood'.

Be cautious

The Tories, the paper says,
have learned from the Labour
government’s experience ‘the
need to be cautious when
stepping inte the labour rela-
tions jungle’.

This cuddling up to the
Tories is a sign of the anti-
working-class line-up that is
now developing.

If the Tories have had to
dress up their attack with
proposals for ‘participation’
along Gaullist lines, it is be-
cause, like the Labour lead-
ers, they fear the strength
and confidence of the work-
ing class.

Lining up

But the mailed fist of Tory
reaction is only very imper-
fectly concealed by Carr’s
careful phrases.

The Liberals are lining up
behind the Tories in the ex-
pectation of a Tory govern-
ment.

There is no,room on this
question for any middle road.

The  Guardian’s  ‘united
front' with the Tories and
Powellites against the unions
is a preparation for war with
the working class.

£20 a week
or the strike
continues

MEETING at Tower Hili on Thursday, London dustmen
and other local authority workers pledged to stay on
strike until their demand for a £20 minimum wage was

Liaison steward Frank Sully,

a Lambeth dustman, speaking

to Thursday’s Tower Hill
meeling.
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tivity

Later, 400 Croydon dustmen reacted angrily to the news of the
Edinburgh £2 10s. pay offer—saying they would continue their strike
until their demands were met. They insisted that union officials press
for the strike to be made official.

The Tower Hill meeting was convened at extremely short notice by
shop stewards from the unofficial action committee set up the previous

evening to fight the men's
case,

However, it was attended
by well over 1,000 strikers.

Speaker after speaker came
forward to say that the strike
was solid and that there
would be no surrender.

Cheers and applause greet-
ed Ted Street, spokesman for
the Hackney dustmen who
began the strike, when he
told the meeting:

‘A £20 basic is not the
world. We're not going back
until we get it!’

No confidence

Few strikers had much
confidence that the Edin-
burgh negotiations on their
claim would bring an accept-
able settlement. As one
speaker put it:

‘There are 36 faceless
people sitting around in
Edinburgh, smoking their
cigars and drinking their
wine, . controlling our lives.
But they had better remem-
ber we are still herel’

Several strikers spoke to
the Workers Press about the
growing impact of their
strike, the Fleet Street witch-
hunt, Wilson's attack on the
strikers and the threat of a
productivity sell-out.

Tom Mason (Kensington)
explained:

‘So many people have been
saying this is a wild-cat
strike. Let's look at the facts.

‘Four or five months ago
we went out on strike for
30s. in our area, It lasted
four days.

‘Then the borough engineer
teld us to go back to work.
But nothing came of it. ~

‘This is the sort of thing
which has brought things to
a head now.

‘They’ve tried to use every-
thing against us. Fires, health,
super-flies—the lot!

‘If  there's any health
hazard, the people who are
responsible are the people
who refuse to settle our wage
claim.’

Not forseen

Frank Sully (liaison stew-
ard, Lambeth) said: ‘no one
had forseen this dispute but
it had obviously been in the
back of the men’s minds
since the Lambeth strike
earlier in the year.

‘We don’t hold the local
authorities as such respon-
sible for what's happening,
but all too often they're too
willing by half to hide behind
the Joint Industrial Council.
And unless the workers are
putting on big pressure, our
trade unions tend to fall into
the rut.

‘They are only as strong as
the membership make them.
We are now setting out on
the road to make ourselves
strong.

Measures

‘Wilson talks about emer-
gency measures. I want to
know what he means.

‘If he 1is talking about
emergency measures to force
a settlement of our claim,
that’s OK, But if he’s think-
ing on the lines of calling in
troops, then he’s in for a
bundle of trouble,

‘He wouldn’t only have the
local authority workers
against him, but masses of
other workers as welll’

‘Basically, I feel,
opinion is with us.

Response

‘We know full well that
now people will start trying
to push productivity deals
down our throats. But I am a
trade unionist and a socialist.

‘We are not having produc-
deals, which would
simply mean speed-up for us
and redundancies later on.
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Another
Hungary?

IS THE Czech working
class faced with another
Hungary?

The chain of events over
recent weeks could point in
that direction. First came
the purges from the Central
Committee and the removal
of Dubcek from the ruling
Party Presidium.

Then came the actual arrest
of leading figures in the
struggle against the Krem-
lin-backed Husak regime.

Now in the last few days we
have the trade union purge
and the expulsion of lead-
ing anti-Stalinist  writers
from the Party.

And lastly, the most ominous
sign of all, comes the seal-
ing of  Czechoslovakia’s
frontier with the west.

The Soviet bureaucracy is
ready for civil war.

We warn all those British
Communist Party members
who have tagged along be-
hind Dubcek: it is no long-
er a question of Husak
against the ‘liberals’, but
the Soviet bureaucracy and
its armed forces against the
Czech working class.

When the Kremlin crushed

the Hungarian workers’
revolution of 1956, Gollan
and company supported

the bureaucracy to the hilt.
Where does the Communist

Party stand on Hungary
now, when an identical
SiTae. TN iS T Ll LE iepditd |

bv the Kremlin in Czecho-
slovakia?

The only support the Czech
working class can rely on
will ccme from their class
brothers in the Soviet
Union, Eastern Europe and
the capitalist world.

It is our job to mobilize this
solidarity before the Krem-
lin strikes its first counter-
revolutionary blows.

All trade
UNioNists
Mmust
support
the
dustmen

THE STENCH from the
heaps of garbage piled up
in London’s back alleys is
a perfume compared with
the odour emanating from
Westminster and Fleet
Street,

In both these quarters every
effort is being made to
railroad the dustmen into a

rotten productivity ‘com-
promise’.
Following Heath's call for

the government to step in
and break the strike, the
Wilson cabinet decided on
Wednesday to use troops
as strike-breakers if any of
London’s 32 boroughs com-
plained that public health
was being endangered.

Wilson assured Heath that he
was keeping a close eye on
the situation. Here the
Labour leaders jump to it
when the Tories crack the
Whlp. Y

Wilson's statements tie in
completely with the con-
certed press campaign to
make the maximum of the
‘health threat’.

Half Fleet Street has been
trailing round London all
week in the footsteps of
Mr William Parker, a lead-
ing public health inspector.

His remarks about ‘very ob-

jectionable animal matter’
to be seen in the streets
were given wide circula-

tion.

No doubt the press is wor-
ried by the wave of work-
ing-class support for the
council workers.

They hope to create a crisis

atmosphere in which the
dustmen’s leaders can be
panicked into accepting

some form of deal.

VAUXHALL

RANAGEMENT AMND UNIONS
1HPROVED 1S ORIGINAL PAY OFFER.

WAGES
AND JOBS FIGHT
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IT WAS POINTED OUT WHEN THE MEETING OF
FENDED THAT VAUXHALL MOTORS HAD NOT

Association

reports,

IS ON

BIG SECTIONS of the motor industry were shut
down this week as workers replied with a broad-
side to sniper-fire from the employers against jobs,
wages and trade union organization.

When the Motor Show opens at Earl’s Court next
Wednesday — the exhibition workers permitting — its
background will thus be a crisis-situation in the

Gestetner
workers greet
the daily

WE EXTEND our warmest
greetings to the Workers
Press. '

fhe twihi . &% ‘rewslet-"

ter’ laid great stress on poli-
tical leadership in the unions.

We have recently been
saddled with a productivity
deal. Our leaders, through all
kinds of excuses that we
can't fight the government,
that we should accept pro-
ductivity and get what we
can out of it and that we
should keep politics out of
the unions, enabled the deal
to go through.

Now we are faced with
enormous speed-up with very
little reward in wage packets.

We have no confidence in
the trade union bureaucracy
who have been busy signing
these deals and agreeing to
wage cuts, penalties, flexibi-
lity and every other tool of
attack against the working
class now being put forward
by the government and the
employers.

May the Workers Press
continue to fight for an al-
ternative leadership based on
socialist policies that we are
confident can lead the work-
ing class to victory.

Long live the
Press!

R. Goldstein (Shop Stew-

ard die casting), M. Ismail,

H. Morris, Sam A. Olani-

pekun, D. Stanley, C.

Young.

TUC-Castle
discussion

THE TUC'’s economic com-
mittee has decided to seek
an early meeting with Mrs
Barbara Castle to discuss
changing the government’s
mind about retaining legal
powers to restrain wages.

The committee wants to
discuss government moves to

reactivate Part 2 of the
Prices and Incomes Act.

Workers

industry.

Thursday, October 9.

WEEK.

By David
Maude

And this can only be deepened by Thursday after-
noon’s announcement of a big drop in car sales on

the
year.

home market this

For the fourth day run-
ning this week, Thursday’s
shut-down at Morris
Motors, Cowley, was virtu-
ally complete.

Every line apart from the
Minor 1000, where a few cars
were produced, was at a
standstill following Wednes-
day’s walkout in protest
against British-Leyland’s
threat of short-time working
on the Maxi line.

Across the Oxford by-pass
at Pressed Steel Fisher, 440
Maxi line workers were laid
off until further notice be-
cause of the Morris dispute.

No surrender

At Hunt’s Cross, Liverpool,
the 1,150 Standard-Triumph
body workers decided to con-
tinue their strike for lay-off
pay and increased bonus into
its seventh week. They were
making a ‘no surrender’
stand, said shop stewards.

Standard-Triumph has laid
off another 10,000 workers in
Liverpool, Birmingham and
Coventry as a result of the
strike.

At York, talks aimed at
settling the three-week-old
Vauxhall dispute ended with
a new form of words for the
infamous ‘penal clauses’ the
company wants to introduce
as part of a new pay deal,
but no more money.

The clauses have already
been re-worded at least five
times, each time equally un-
acceptable to the men.

Big demand

What’s more, the Ellesmere
Port workers whose work-to-
rule shut Vauxhall’s three
plants are demanding a 5s.-
an-hour increase in pay—not
the 8d., 9d. or 10d. which
still constitute the company'’s
offer.
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‘Guardian’ cheers
Toryscabs’ charter

‘HOW to make friends and influence people’ should be the sub-title of the ‘scab’s
charter’ unveiled by shadow Minister of Labour Mr Robert Carr at the Tory

conference on Wednesday.

MIXED RECEPTION
FOR T.V. SERIES

THE BBC television series, ‘Representing the Unions’,
which aims to sell the illusion of a ‘fair deal’ for workers
under productivity deals and Measured-Day Work, started

this week.

ATUA meeting

‘Unemployment and the
lessons of GEC-English
Electric’

LIVERPOOL
Sunday, October 19
7.30 p.m.

Museum Lecture Hall
William Brown Street
Speaker: C. Slaughter

Workers Press goes
from strength to strength

WE ARE more than satisfied
with the response to the
Workers Press. Our sales are
far higher than we originally
thought possible.

The response from the fac-
tories is extremely good. In

some cases we are selling
more of the daily than we
used to sell of the twice-

weekly ‘Newsletter.’

In spite of the usual quota
of problems familiar to such
a publication, we are now
well on the way to making
some major changes in the

news presentation of the
paper.
We are working towards

the possibility of producing
a special weekly edition of

the Workers’ Press with a
four-page magazine insertion
dealing with problems of
Marxist theory in relation to
the labour movement.

We hope to make an an-
nouncement early in 1970
along these lines.

Film

A 22-minute film of the
first issue of the Workers
Press in production is now
almost complete and will be
available for a national cir-
culation campaign which is
to be launched early in
November.

As one would expect the
Stalinists and  revisionists

have been busy making their
usual predictions about the
paper collapsing after a few
days. These gentlemen are in
for a surprise,

Not only is the Workers
Press going to flourish be-
cause it to enjoy the growing
support of thousands of mili-
tant trade unionists, it will
concentrate on presenting a
news service for workers by
workers in a way that no
other paper is able to do.

We appeal to our present
readers not to relax the cam-
paign for new readers.

In case of difficulty in re-
lation to sales, please phone
the circulation department,
01-720-2000.

RSSO

It is reported that the TUC
were ‘delighted’ with the res-
ponse to the series.

It took the TUC and BBC
Further Education Advisory
Committee two years to de-
cide on its contents.

Significantly, Rootes, which
is in the throes of introduc-
ing Measured-Day Work, pro-
vided facilities for 150 of its
shop stewards to watch the
series during working hours.

British-Leyland, where the
introduction of Measured-
Day Work has been resisted,
said they were ‘very impres-
ed’, but a company spokes-
man said: ‘I don’t think any-
body has asked for time off
to watch the series . . .".

Although the use of tele-
vision will not assist the man-
agements very much, its in-
tervention into the field of
industrial relations certainly
marks a new stage in the use
of the medium by the ruling
class.

Tugmen
return

MANCHESTER ship canal
tug men voted on Thursday
to end their fortnight old
strike.

An interim pay award was
accepted on condition that
negotiations take place while
a new pay structure is drawn
up.

By John Spencer

For the Tory proposals
to abolish the closed shop,
bring in enforceable con-
tracts and alter the Trades
Disputes Act to make pos-
sible civil action against
‘unoflicial’ is wel-
comed not only by arch-
right-winger Enoch Powell,
but also by . . . the Liberal
‘Guardian’.

‘The Guardian’s’ editorial
for Thursday, October 9 pro-
fesses to detect ‘the first signs
of a hopeful change in the
Tory mood’.

strikers

Be cautious

The Tories, the paper says,
have learned from the Labour
government’s experience ‘the
need to be cautious when
stepping into the labour rela-
tions jungle’.

This cuddling up to the
Tories is a sign of the anti-
working-class line-up that is
now developing.

If the Tories have had to
dress up their attack with
proposals for ‘participation’
along Gaullist lines, it is be-
cause, like the Labour lead-
ers, they fear the strength
and confidence of the work-
ing class.

Lining up

But the mailed fist of Tory
reaction is only very imper-
fectly concealed by Carr’s
careful phrases.

The Liberals are lining up
behind the Tories in the ex-
pectation of a Tory govern-
ment.

There is no,room on this
question for any middle road.

The Guardian’s  ‘united
front’ with the Tories and
Powellites against the unions
is a preparation for war with
the working class.

or the strike
continues

and other local authority workers pledged to stay on
strike until their demand for a £20 minimum wage was
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Liaison steward Frank Sully,

a Lambeth dustman, speaking

to Thursday’s Tower Hill
meeting.
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Later, 400 Croydon dustmen reacted angrily to the news of the
Edinburgh £2 10s. pay offer—saying they would continue their strike
until their demands were met. They insisted that union officials press
for the strike to be made official.

The Tower Hill meeting was convened at extremely short notice by
shop stewards from the unofficial action committee set up the previous

evening to fight the men’s
case.

However, it was attended
by well over 1,000 strikers.

Speaker after speaker came
forward to say that the strike
was solid and that there
would be no surrender.

Cheers and applause greet-
ed Ted Street, spokesman for
the Hackney dustmen who
began the strike, , when he
told the meeting:

‘A £20 basic is not the

world. We’re not going back
until we get it!’

No confidence

Few strikers had much
confidence that the Edin-
burgh negotiations on their
claim would bring an accept-

able settlement. As one
speaker put it:

‘There are 36 faceless
people sitting around in
Edinburgh, smoking their
cigars and drinking their
wine, conirolling cur lives.

But they had better remem-
ber we are still here!’

Several strikers spoke to
the Workers Press about the
growing impact of their
strike, the Fleet Street witch-
hunt, Wilson’s attack on the
strikers and the threat of a
productivity sell-out.

Tom Mason (Kensington)
explained:

‘So many people have been
saying this is a wild-cat
strike. Let’s look at the facts.

‘Four or five months ago
we went out on strike for
30s. in our area. It lasted
four days.

‘Then the borough engineer
told us to go back to work.
But nothing came of it. ~

‘This is the sort of thing
which has brought things to
a head now.

‘They've tried to use every-
thing against us. Fires, health,
super-flies—the lot!

‘If there’s any health
hazard, the people who are
responsible are the people
who refuse to settle our wage
claim.’

Not forseen

Frank Sully (liaison stew-
ard, Lambeth) said: ‘no one
had forseen this dispute but
it had obviously been in the
back of the men’s minds
since the Lambeth strike
earlier in the year.

‘We don’t hold the local
authorities as such respon-
sible for what’s happening,
but all too often they’re too
willing by half to hide behind
the Joint Industrial Council.
And unless the workers are
putting on big pressure, our
trade unions tend to fall into
the rut.

‘They are only as strong as
the membership make them.
We are now setting out on
the road to make ourselves
strong.

Measures

‘Wilson talks about emer-
gency measures. I want to
know what he means.

‘If he is talking about
emergency measures to force
a settlement of our claim,
that’s OK. But if he’s think-
ing on the lines of calling in
troops, then he’s in for a
bundle of trouble.

‘He wouldn’t only have the
local authority workers
against him, but masses of
other workers as welll’

‘Basically, 1 feel,
opinion is with us.

Response

‘We know full well that
now people will start trying
to push productivity deals
down our throats. But I am a
trade unionist and a socialist.

‘We are not having produc-
tivity deals, which would
simply mean speed-up for us
and redundancies later on.
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Appeal by Alexis
Kosterin translated from
‘Samizdat 1’

ALEXIS KOSTERIN joined the Bolshevik Party in 1916. He
was deported for 17 years to the gold mines of Kolyma. He
died on November 16, 1968, three weeks after writing this

letter.

Take

up

the stru

against
Stalinism

Appeal by Alexis Kosterin to
to the Politbureau of the
Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the
USSR. Copies to:

The editorial committee of
‘Pravda’ for publication;

The local committee of the
Frunze Party;

The Party organization of the
Moscow Writers’ Union.

Dear Comrades,

VER the last few

months I have sent

several letters to my
Party cell and to the Central
Committee criticising a whole
series of negative phenomena
in the internal life of the
Party and the social life of
our country.

I persisted so that the pro-
blems I raised would lead to
public discussion.

After having debated them
clearly, in the spirit of the
Party, I could be told how
and why I was wrong; and, if
sometimes 1 was right, I
could be supported so that
positive solutions to the pro-
blems I raised could be found
and applied where necessary
to the Party and the State.

No one can deny, I believe,
that 1 had the indisputable
right guaranteed to me by the
Party statutes as a Party
member, to take this step.

What followed however,
violated the Party statutes as
well as violating simple com-
mon sense.

I was informed that the
Moscow Party Committee
would debate my letters on
October 17 of this year.

For reasons of health, I
could not be at the meeting—
following a serious and pain-
ful heart attack, the second!
—that recently laid me up;
the doctors categorically for-
bid me to participate in these
discussions because of the
nervous tension it would have
involved.

And as I had set out and
argued very clearly and in a
convincing way the problems
I was raising I thought the
discussion could go on with-
out me.

It appears that the content
of my letters was never ex-
amined. Instead of discussing
them, my letters had the
labels ‘anti-Party’ and ‘anti-
Soviet’ attached to them in a
totally wanton way and I was
expelled from the Party.

Several other CPSU sta-
tutes were flagrantly violated:

l The question of my Party

* membership was ruled on

without consulting my
local organization.

2 I was expelled for exer-

* cising the indefensible

right of a Party member:

to express himself before

the Party on any impor-

tant question, to present

his proposals and defend

them until a decision is

taken about the matters
they concern.

3 The transcript of the pro-

* ceedings of the meeting
and the decision of the
Party Committee were
passed on to the local
committee right away
without informing me
first.

4 Neither was I told about
* the local committee’s de-
liberations; they had evi-
dently already decided
with amazing rapidity to

‘settle’ the question of
my expulsion.

This confirmed my hypo-
thesis that only the fact that
1 sent the letters was con-
sidered and not the questions
raised in those letters. Their
content—the real problems—
has not been examined.

The label ‘anti-Party’ was
wantonly attached to my let-
ters. I had already been re-
proached for defending the
Tartars of Crimea.

To be consistent, the Party
Committee should have ac-
cused me at the same time
for writing in defence of the
Germans living in the Volga
and the Turks. It’should also
be remembered that in 1958
I was expelled from the Party
for having defended the Chet-
chen-Ingush people. I should
have been reproached for
having defended with arms,
in the first years of the revo-
lution, the Leninist policy of
nationalities and the right of
minorities to national equal-

ity.

What happened to me is
not accidental.

It springs from the whole
line of the Party leadership.
The Politbureau of the Cen-
tral Committee does not itself
respect the Party laws, does
not take them into account.

In spite of the decisions of
the 22nd and 23rd Party Con-
gresses, the name and anti-
human acts of Stalin are being
‘cautiously’ but insistently re-
habilitated.* And, in practice,
Stalinist methods are allowed
more and more scope.

As under Stalin, freedom of
speech, freedom of the press,
freedom of assembly, freedom
to meet, freedom to march
and demonstrate in the streets
only exists in written form in
the Constitution.

In practice, all those who
try to exercise these rights

ggle

vakia.

are arrested; those who pro-
test against this arbitrary in-
justice are expelled from the
Party, dismissed from their
jobs and put under constant
surveillance by KGB agents.
Their mouths are closed by all
possible methods including
the most repugnant.

As under Stalin, a whole
series of national minorities
are the victims of savage per-
secution, discrimination and
veritable acts of genocide.

Stalinism manifests itself
with particular clarity in the
domain of foreign policy. The
events in Czechoslovakia are
an especially striking illustra-
tion.

The supreme leadership of
the Party and the Soviet
state is not afraid to put the
world on the brink of a ther-
monuclear catastrophe with-
out considering the genuine
interests of our country and
the world communist move-
ment; the leadership has pro-
vided the imperialist extrem-
ists with arguments to be
used for increasing interna-
tional tension.

The leadership has inflicted
a moral defeat with very far
reaching effects on our coun-
try and on the international
communist movement. And
all this with the sole end of
defending the narrow interests
of caste.

A climate of oppression
continues to reign in the
Party. The carefully sorted
and selected Stalinist Party
machinery throws itself un-
animously into the assault
against whoever expresses any
doubts—whoever the doubter
is—about the machine’s poli-
cies or tries to criticise any
member of the Party and
state leadership.

In our Party today discus-
sion is forbidden, the right to
think is refused. You are ex-
pelled for the sole reason

THE LETTER of resignation and the funeral ora-
tion published here have an exceptional significance
for the international communist movement. The
author of the letter was an old Bolshevik who
fought in the civil war, endured the torture and
terror of the Stalin regime and yet retained his
communist convictions undimmed.

He fought the bureaucracy’s policies in the
party consistently and passionately. In particular
he fought for a Leninist policy in relation to the
national minorities such as the Chetchen-Ingush,
the Volga Germans and the Crimean Tartars who
were deported en masse to the far east before
the Second World War by Stalin.

After his resignation Kosterin continued his
struggle for the regeneration of socialism in the
USSR and against the return of some of the worst
features of Stalinism—exemplified by the trial of
the Soviet writers and the invasion of Czechoslo-

that you have formulated pro-
posals that appeared good to
you but don't conform to the
prescriptions that rain down
from on high.

Only those who carry out
orders from on high without
thinking can live in this
Party; only those who consi-
der their presence in the
Party an assurance of safe
conduct and of their own well
being can live in this Party.

I foresaw what the IJocal
Party Committee’'s decision
would be because I knew of
certain other expulsions from
the Party decided upon by its
committees without any dis-
cussion in the lower Party or-
ganizations.

But I do not want to go to
the local committee to be
‘corrected’. 1 don’t have the
strength or health for that.
I could still endure these cor-
rections in 1937 when they
followed my arrest, but not
today.

As a protest against the
flagrant violations of Party
statutes and in order to free
myself from that Party discip-
line which deprives me of the
right to think, I am resigning
from the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union and I am
returning my Party member-
ship card, number 8,293,698.

I am taking this step con-

October.

sciously and with the hope
that it will compel true com-
munists to think seriously
about what is happening in-
side our Party as well as in
all of our society.

+ If the Central Committee
sees that it is in its interest
that all Party members, in-
cluding the Party machine,
observe the statutes, it will
decide on my case publicly
and punish those who are
guilty of violating these sta-
tues.

If this is the case I will res-
cind my decision to resign
from the Party and continue
to struggle against Stalinism
inside the Party ranks sub-
mitting to its discipline.

But with or without a
Party card I have been, I am,
and I will remain a Marxist-
Leninist communist, a Bol-
shevik. My whole existence,
from my youth to today,
bears witness to that.

If I find myself outside the
Party I will continue to strug-
gle for my Marxist-Leninist
ideas, for their democratic
application in life, as I've
always struggled, making use
of all the rights given to me
by our Constitution and the
Declaration of the Rights of
Man adopted by the United
Nations and signed by our
government.

October 24, 1968

A Soviet armoured car rolls through Czechoslovakia (below) during the August 1968 invasion. Kosterin had the deepest feelings for the
working class in that country, and expressed his opposition to the bureaucracy’s action.

Kosterin lived and died a communist. His
remarkable life and struggle, the grandeur and
pathos of which is so vividly evoked in the speech
of Yakir, is a magnificent testimony to the resur-
gence of the Soviet working class and the new
generation of youth who will dig the graves of the
Kremlin bureaucracy as surely as Kosterin’s
generation dug the graves of the Kremlin Tsar
and the Russian bourgeoisie.

The speech and the letter together constitute
an eloquent and damning indictment of the heirs
of Stalin and, we feel certain, it will inspire the new
generation of communists inside and outside the
Soviet Union to complete the task begun by Trotsky
and the Left Opposition:
political revolution and open the road to a world

M. Banda, October 10, 1969

to carry through the

Kosterin endured all attacks and privations
during the repressive Stalin era, but still remained
a communist. Stalin is seen left with Bukharin.

Michael Banda, editor of Workers’ Press

=

ATTACKS on education of
various kinds were forecast in
the Workers’ Press of Septem-
ber 30 and October 2. Some
others are already operating or
being introduced as reforms.

Teachers want the best for
the children and do not always
recognize inroads in their own
conditions until too late,

It’s not just the money.
Special responsibility allow-
ances will not cure the heart
disease or sciatica which seem
to be occupational hazards for
city teachers.

Children are streamed, and
teachers stream themselves —
there are the middle-aged,
dogged and cynical, and the
young, keen, underpaid and
anxious. The gulf between
them is apparent at any staff-
meeting.

*

Only the authorities stand
to gain.

Various educational reports
have outlined changes to bene-
fit the pupils.

But almost any reform can
be manipulated into an econ-
omy. The merging of schools
into comprehensives is one
example.

The union demand for the
employment of fully-qualified
teachers can be used to starve
schools of ‘supply’ staff and
extra part-timers. The insist-
ence on smaller classes, es-
pecially in primary schools,
and for ‘group teaching’, can
end up as an arrangement for
fewer staff looking after a
larger flow of pupils.

w

Similarly ideas about
teachers’ aides schemes, invol-
ving parent participation and
part-time teaching for little
ones, these all sound like good
ideas, especially for parents
who can afford to enter into
the day-time life of the school.

But unless all ‘reforms’ are
negotiated under the control
of the staff, experience shows
that they can undermine the
teachers’ standards, or simply
be used as economies.

If the morning assembly
period is unpopular, it can be
transformed into an extra
teaching period, with only one
age-group going to assembly
each day.

A teacher asks:

If older children in cities
could do with more time at
school in the evening, then
introduce a ‘third session’ with
appropriate rates of pay for
teachers ‘volunteering’ to stay
on.
For overtime by any other
name the pay is sweet, the
demand for a real increase in
the basic rate is undermined
by the third session pay-
packet.

w

In other words, all the con-
tradictions which affect other
large state enterprises are to
be found in teaching.

The sexes are played off
against each ‘other—20 years

When is a reform?

ago the National Union of
Women Teachers was a ginger

group, now we have the
National Association of
Schoolmasters excluding

women and competing with
the NUT.

Strong, lively branches of
the NUT in every school
should struggle on every re-
organization proposal in the
school and in the local asso-
ciation. By dealing with im-
mediate issues and by contact
with parents and pupils,
teachers can develop the unity
for a political struggle for con-
trol, going beyond the £135-
a-year pay-rise demand to
which the NUT is committed.

' B. Russel.

More light on
Mr. Coates’

I WOULD like to add some
remarks to the article ‘Mr.
Coates and the “Morning
Star” ' by your political cor-
respondent in the October 3
issue.

Last Monday (September
29) the ‘The Times' Business
News carried a letter from a
Mr K. Fleet, secretary of the
Institute for Workers’ Con-
trol, entitled ‘The Struggle
for Workers’ Control’. This
letter throws more light on
the activities and politics of
this organisation.

A ¢

The Institute for Workers’
Control, of which Mr Coates
is a leading member, has al-
ways -been a determined op-
ponent of the struggle for
class consciousness in the
working class.

They have always opposed
the working class acting inde-
pendently of the bureaucracy
and are, of course, opposed to

No index reference to
‘Where is Britain Going’

October 7, 1969
FOLLOWING up your review
of Klugmann’s book on the
British Communist Party in
the General Strike period, may
I mention a revealing detail.
The index to this book re-
fers the reader who looks up
‘Trotsky’ to two hostile allu-
sions to Trotsky which appear
on pages 321 and 326, but
not—to the mention in pass-
ing—on page 350 that the
CPGB published his book
‘Where Is Britain Going?’.
The less attention is drawn
to this fact, the less likely, of
course, that readers will
wonder at the absence of any
discussion of Trotsky’s analy-
sis of the situation in Britain
in this period.
Readers of the Workers’
Press who want to engage
Communist Party members in
discussion around Klugmann’s
book should note that on page
46 even this official historian

feels obliged to admit, re-
garding the slogan ‘All power
to the General Council!’, that
‘it can still be questioned
whether this was a correct
demand’,

What is completely lacking,
of course, is any explanation
of why this policy was
adopted, in spite of the mis-
givings expressed by some
Party members at the time.

On this vital question the
books by Trotsky listed by
your reviewer are essential for
the ‘international’ background.

For specific ‘British’ detail,
may I remind readers of my
own pamphlets, ‘Early history
of the British Communist
Party and ‘Some past rank-
and-file Movements’*.

Brian Pearce.

* Both available from New
Park Publications, 186a Clap-
ham High Street, London,
S.W.4—Ed.

institute

the struggle of the working
class to take power.

For them, socialism is
watered down with ‘radical’
phrases about ‘industrial de-
mocracy’ etc., in order not to
hurt the feelings of their mid-
dle-class friends.

As the letter in ‘The Times’
says : ‘The argument for in-
dustrial democracy or work-
ers’ control is no less valid
in its humane promise for
these people (highly qualified
technical personnel and mid-
dle-aged executives) than it
is for shop-floor workers’.

The letter explains that
they were °‘not disappointed’
at the failure of the proposed
occupation of GEC on Mer-
seyside last month.

“The struggle for industrial
democracy does not proceed
only by such dramatic up-
heavals.’

(Least of all do their mid-
dle-class friends want ‘up-
heavals’.)

They then explain how ‘In-
dustrial Democracy’ is to be
achieved.

‘We have been studying the
markets for the GEC Liver-
pool products . . . at specially
negotiated prices.

¥

‘If British-Leyland can sell
hundreds of buses to develop-
ing countries, by the simple
device of organizing long
runs of production at a low
price: how much more easily
could the government follow
suit, with their capacity to
link trade deals to the aid
programme: to offer special
trade terms and to enter into
commodity agreements.’

The circle is now complete!
While Mr Coates hands out
praise to the Stalinists, his
friend Mr Fleet offers advice
to the employers and govern-
ment on how best to run
British capitalism.

The working class which
now comes on to the scene
in a fighting mood is some-
thing these people like to for-
get.

J. M. Jarvis.
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PIOTR YAKIR is an historian
from Moscow and the son of
Army Commander 1. E. Yakir,
who was assassinated by
Stalin. Piotr himself, as the
son of an ‘enemy of the
people’, spent 17 years in a
concentration camp from the
age of 14 to the age of 3I.

w

MANY TRUE things
have already been said
about the dead man. |
also loved him and |
would like to speak
about him without hold-
ing back.

I would like to recall my
meetings and discussions with
him; those meetings which
now seem to have been so
few and far between. At my
last meeting with him I even
arrived late.

I went to see him at his
invitation; that was when it
was most possible to have a
conversation with him.

I won’t take too much time
away from those who ‘are
waiting their turn to share
their sorrow with friends. I'll
only describe one side of
Alexis Kosterin, a side that I
don’t see in many of his gener-
ation. I want to talk about his
fidelity to his ideals.

This fidelity he preserved
pure and unshaken from his
youth to the last sigh; to the
last moment he raised his fist
to ask for oxygen because he
could no longer speak.

I know that among the
millions of men ruthlessly
wiped out by the Stalinist
extermination machine, there
were many— perhaps the
majority—who, because they
kept their faith in Marxism-
Leninism, had to cross the
Styx. [Traditionally the entry
into Hell.]

But many of this generation
survived. The majority of these
survivors were not victims of
repression. And all, all be-
trayed their ideals.

A few isolated men, crouch-
ing in their corners and hold-
ing their faith deep in their

Funeral
oration
at the
grave of
Alexis
Kosterin

hearts do not change the
appalling picture of the de-
generacy of an entire genera-
tion.

Some of the representa-
tives of this generation, of
course, speak about ‘sacred
ideals’ to which they swear
fidelity but they serve the
Stalinists faithfully, the Stalin-
ists who mock ideals whatever
they are.

Many of these flunkeys hope
to get a few scraps from the
leftovers off the banquet table
of our rulers. The Christian
ethic calls such people Phari-
sees.

Others behave like this out
of fear. They are repulsive
hypocrites who in public praise
and flatter the powerful and
then turn around and criticize
them in private confidences.

Some of them, having al-
ready fouled themselves like
this, then don’t hesitate to
denounce their erstwhile and
trusting confidantes when they
sense danger.

Most of these people are
fanatics and petty bourgeois.

They have never read the

Talking of certain falsifications by the bureaucracy, Kosterin once

told Yakir that men specialized in a study of Marx and Engels could

find ‘all the necessary quotations mecessary to justify the blackest

deeds of the Stalins, Krushchevs and Brezhnevs’. Krushchev, deposed
in 1966, is sgen above.

works of the creators of Marx-
ist-Leninist theory; they are
stuffed with prejudices and
ready to dress up any drivel
with the name of Marxism-
Leninism, socialism, commun-
ism and other ‘isms’ in order
to receive their credentials
from the authorities.

They will support all the
undertakings of those in power
including exploits worthy of
the Black Hundreds; they are
ready to do even better.

These are the people who
cried ‘crucify him’ to Pontius
Pilate; the people who flood
the streets of our cities and
villages like a tidal wave,
howling for the execution of
the ‘enemies of the people’.

This is how they dealt with
Kosterin in his Party organ-
ization and in the Presidium of
the Writers’ Union.

How could one not be
struck by the strength of this
man’s spirit; this man who
preserved his convictions in
the midst of this dark mass of
people, gangrenous with preju-
dices and preconceived ideas:
this man who preserved his
convictions through the tor-
tures of the ‘house of Vaskov’,
the horrible Magadan where he
was shut up in May 1938 and
Kolyma concentration camp ;
preserved his convictions
through ‘re-education’ by the
pharisees and hypocrites and
the howls of the fanatics and
petty bourgeoisie.

Looking at the life of this
man one can only say, ‘Truly,
the men of October were a
strong generation’.

I loved Alexis Kosterin be-
cause of his great spirit; I
loved him as a citizen. An em-
pathy which flowed from our
somewhat shared destinies no
doubt played a part too. But I
loved him particularly for the
clarity of his thought, for his
fidelity to his ideas.

It’s no secret that many who
endured the same trials as
Alexis Kosterin lost faith in
the ideals they had fought for
in their youth. They considered
the ideas, and not only men,
responsible for what happened
to them.

Alexis Kosterin drew other
lessons. When we were to-
gether he spoke to me like
this :

& Marxism-Leninism, no more

than any other ideological
system, is not totally pure nor
genuine in all its parts. It car-

ries with it the mark of the
individuality of its creators —
who were men and not gods—
and of the period in which it
was created —and we know
times change.

There is therefore nothing
astonishing if men who special-
ize in this study find in the
works of Marx, Engels and
Lenin all the quotations neces-
sary to justify the blackest
deeds of all the Stalins, Krush-
chevs and Brezhnevs.

It’s a very easy thing to do in
our country, given the method
of quotation used here; a
method that shatters the
thought expressed in a passage,
not once but often into many
fragments.

The quotation is often com-
pleted with statements entirely
strange to the original text.

This is done with impunity
because in our country no organ
of the press would dare to con-
tradict such falsifications. There
are many volunteers ready to
shovel out and distribute this
pre-digested food.

This exploitation of the ideas
and names sacred to our
people has created the ‘moral’
base on which Stalinism in the
past and neo-Stalinism today
have developed. It’s been diffi-
cult even for me to free myself
of this hallucination.

For a long time I too thought
that the policies carried out
consciously to consolidate
Stalin’s personal dictatorship
were a series of errors of ‘de-
tail’ committed in the local and
Central Committees. I fought
against these ‘errors’ of ‘detail’
and ‘deviations’.

I always emerged from these
struggles scarred and bruised
but sometimes luck was with
me and I threw myself into tilt-
ing at windmills again absolutely
certain that this was exactly
what my duty as a Party mem-
ber consisted of.

It wasn’t until after 1934,
after the assassination of Kirov,
that I started to have doubts.
But the veil didn’t finally fall
from my eyes until the “house
of Vaskov”. It was only then
that I understood that Marxism-
Leninism had been buried in
our country and Lenin’s ¢
party destroyed.

I am leaving aside the ques-
tion of whether or not his
final conclusion is correct.

But I must bow before the

Kosterin told Yakir that he began to have doubts in 1934 about

the leadership after the assassination of Kirov (above). Stalin used

the death of Kirov to begin the purge of the Old Bolsheviks in the
infamous Moscow Trials.

integrity of this man, his
purity, his courage and his
incredible fortitude. Imagine a
man convinced that in spite of
the doctrine they profess, men
who hold nothing sacred are
leading this country.

Imagine that he knows that
these leaders will stop at noth-
ing to close the mouths of
whoever tries to unmask them.

As if that were not enough,
he also had endured the tor-
tures of the ‘house of Vaskov’
and years at the Kolyma con-
centration camp !

If you have imagined all that
then bow your head again to

Alexis Kosterin. Without hav-
ing time to heal from all he’d
endured he intervened on be-
half of the Chetchens and the
Ingushes.

At once the pack of phari-
sees, hypocrites and fanatics
fell on him. He was again ex-
pelled from the Party and he
expected his arrest at any
moment. A trial beyond com-
prehension for those who did
not pass through ‘the house of
Vaskov’ and Kolyma or
through the other numerous
camps in our country.

But Kosterin survived this
new test.

There were communists who

SATURDAY

B.B.C. 1

10 a.m., Repondez S'il Vous Plait.

10.30-11.0, Wie bitte? 12.40 p.m,,

Weatherman. 12.45, Grandstand.

5.15, Star Trek.

6.05, News.

6.15, Simon Dee.

6.45, Dixon of Dock Green.

7.30, The Dave Allen Show.

8.15, Three Great Stars: Spen-
cer Tracy, Katherine Hep-
burn and Judy Holliday in
‘Adam’s Rib’.

9.50, News.

10.00, Horse of the Year Show.

10.45, Match of the Day.

11.45, 24 Hours. Conservative
Party Conference.

12.10 a.m., Weatherman.

B.B.C. 2

11.15 a.m.,, The Conservative
Party Conference: Edward
Heath.

3.00-4.30 p.m., Saturday Cinema:
Seminole.

7.00, The News and Sport.

7.15, Gardeners’ World.

7.30, Rugby Special and Inter-
national Golf.

8.15, Chronicle: ‘There Is no
Conqueror . . .

9.05, Domenico Modugno.

9.50, The First Churchiils.

10.35, Review.

11.15, Line-Up: The Week.

11.40, News Summary.

11.45, Midnight Movie: ‘Foxhole
in Calro’.

LW.T.

10.10 a.m., Families Talking.
10.35, Stay Alive. 11.0 Conser-
vative Party Conference. 12.30
p.m., Captain Scarlet. 12.55,
News. 1.0, World of Sport. 1.05,
On the Ball. 1.20, They're Off.
3.10, International Sports Special.
4.0, Wrestling. 5.0, Results Ser-
vice. 5.15, Bonanza.

6.10, News.

6.15, Wheel Of Fortune.

6.45, The Saturday Crowd.

A NEW SYSTEM of
work-measurement has
recently been developed
in Britain, according to
‘Work  Study’, the
specialist magazine for
consultants and manage-
ments.

This new system called
‘tape data analysis’ (TDA)
has been devised by a re-
search team set up in 1966
by the Methods-Time-Meas-
urement Association of the
United Kingdom.

The Report comments that -

the new measuring technique
is:

‘claimed to be at least ten
times more productive than
the Methods-Time-Measure-
ment-2 (MTM-2) technique
hitherto regarded as the
most advanced system of its
type.’

It explains that the MTM
system of copying down in a
notebook the actions of an
operator has serious disad-
vantages which are overcome
by TDA.

In the new system the
work measurer uses a port-
able tape recorder in conjunc-
tion with ‘a series of mneu-
monic codes which corres-
pond to MTM-2 motion se-

THE LATEST

By Bernard Franks

e e

STUDY METHODS

quence’. (mneumonic = de-
signed to aid the memory.
OED) The report adds:

‘The limitations which an
analyst encounters when he
cannot write or even speak
fast enough to record rapid
sequences of movements is
overcome by the new ver-
bal ‘“shorthand” and the
added verbal descriptions
enable the trained analyst
to reconstruct MTM-2 ana-
lyses for entire jobs with a
high degree of accuracy’.
The existing MTM systems

are based on the theory that
all work can be broken down
into a number of basic moves
and that it is only necessary
to take down the sequence
of moves made by any opera-
tor, then to look wup the
‘standard times’ for these
moves to arrive at the cor-
rect time for the job.

Up to now, the consultants
have used a type of written
shorthand combined  with
figures for distance moved
and weight lifted.

The article quotes the tech-
nical director of MTMA that

‘Tape data analysis allows

work to be recorded as

fast as with time study,

with a methods descrip-
tion over 100 times more
detailed.’

It reports that the TDA
system is being released at
the moment for use and that:

‘Considerable interest in
this new technique is being
shown by industrial engi-
neers abroad and arrange-
ments made for its release
in other countries.’

With the Labour govern-
ment’s official backing for
work-study, there is a ready
market—and a profitable one
—for new methods of inten-
sifying work and rationalizing
the worker.

NEXT
TUESDAY’S
WORKERS

PRESS

World port
workers under

attack

7.30, Please Sir!

8.05, ‘The Strange Love of
Martha Ivers’ starring
Barbara Stanwyck, Van

Heflin, Kirk Douglas and
Lizabeth Scott.

10.00, News.

10.10, Saturday Night Theatre:
‘In Another Country’.

11.10, Frost on Saturday.

12.00, All Our Yesterdays.

12.25 a.m., The Musicians.

Border TV

10.20-10.45 a.m., Stay Alive. 11.0,
Conservative  Party Assembly.
12.25 p.m., All Our Yesterdays.
12.55, National News. 1.0, World
Of Sport. 5.15, Tarzan. 6.10,
National News and Border
Weather. 6.15, Wheel Of Fortune.
6.45, The Saturday Crowd. 7.30,
Border Sports Results. 7.25,
Jokers Wild. 8.05, Portrait of
Clare starring Margaret Johnston,

Richard Todd, Robin Bailey,
Ronald Howard and Jeremy
Spencer. 10.10, National News
and Border Weather. 10.15,

Saturday Night Theatre: In An-
other Country. 11.10, Frost On
Saturday.

Yorkshire

11.0 a.m.-12.30 p.m., Conservative

Party Conference. 12.55, News.
1.0, World Of Sport. 5.0, Resuits
Round-Up. 5.15, Cowboy In
Africa. 6.10, News. 6.15, The
Saturday Crowd. 7.0, Please Sir!
7.30, Edgar Wallace. 8.30, Seven
Women From Hell with Patricia
Owens, Denise Darcel, Cesar
Romaero. 10.0, News and Weather.
10.10, Saturday Night Theatre:
‘In Another Country’. 11.10, Frost
On Saturday. 12.0, Late Weather.

Westward

11.0 a.m.;, Conservative Party
Assembly. 12.25 p.m., All Our
Yesterdays. 12.55, National News,
1.0, World Of Sport. 1.01, On
The Ball. 1.20, Racing. 3.10, Inter-

national Sports Special. 4.0,
Professional Wrestling. 5.0, Re-
sults Round-Up. 5.15, Tarzan.

6.10, National News. 6.15, Wheel
Of Fortune. 6.45, The Saturday
Crowd. 7.30, Please Sir! 8.05,
The Saturday Film: ‘I Died a
Thousand Times' starring Jack
Palance. 10.0, National News.
10.10, Frost On Saturday. 11.55,
Faith For Life. 12,01, a.m,,
Weather.

defended him, kept him out of
prison and got him reinstated
in the Party. 1 speak to all
those militants, and above all
to one communist whose name
I won’t give because I was not
authorized to do so—he never
forgot, to his last day.

Even after this terrible moral
test, Alexis Kosterin entered
into struggle for his ideals.

He intervened on behalf of
the Germans in the Lower
Volga, on behalf of the Tartars
of the Crimea and on behalf of
other national minorities. He
spoke out against the re-birth
of Stalinism. . . . .

But how can I enumerate all
that this man with a half-
broken heart but such a strong
soul was able to do? He tried
to make us, his friends and
companions at arms, share his
faith. I remember one of our
conversations in which he
countered our objections with
the following arguments:

6 Of course the so-called ad-

vanced capitalist countries
have outstripped us in social
development by an entire epoch.
They have satisfied the material
and spiritual needs of their
citizens much better than we,
they have guaranteed the free
development of the individual
better than we.

But have they attained the
ideal ?

Can a man whose life does
not satisfy him whether because
of birth or unhappy circum-
stances—can he hope to break
out of the vicious circle in
which he is caught ?

Have they created equal con-
ditions for the development of
everyone ?

Has misery and crime com-
pletely disappeared ?

Have social, national, racial
inequalities been liquidated ?

What do you propose as an
alternative to this system which
we see is far from ¢
being perfect ?

He was silent for several
minutes then answered him-
self :

é The only alternative to this
system and to Stalinist
‘socialism’ is Marxist-Leninist
socialism, pulled out of the
mud, regenerated and ¢
developing in liberty.

How full of joy he was at
the birth of democracy in
Czechoslovakia ! Hearing the
news about the process of
democratization there, he burst
out :

4 You see! That’s what I told
you! There it is, the alter-

native to capitalism ¢

and to Stalinism !

~ He had complete confidence
in the Czech Communist Party
and the Czech people.

4 But Czechoslovakia is not

Russia! People there know
what democracy is. They will
not endure the barbarism forced
on them for long. Stalin ¢
made a mistake.

_ After a pause he added
ironically :
4 He swallowed a delicacy

that his barbaric ¢
stomach couldn’t digest.

4 Czechoslovakia is not Touva
or Mongolia! It’s an ad-
vanced European country with
the richest democratic tradi-
tions. I think that little Czecho-~
slovakia will have enough moral
strength to sweep the whole
socialist world ¢
along with it.

The Soviet intervention in
Czechoslovakia marked him
deeply.

I believe this intervention
brought the fatal end closer by
putting too heavy a burden on
his heart.

He followed the evolution of
events in Czechoslovakia
closely. He seemed to want to
hold back the disease that was
keeping him in his bed so that
he could fly to this people he
believed in and become a
soldier in their ranks.

Until his death, until his last
sigh, he believed in the victory
of the Czechoslovak people
because he believed in the
strength of the ideas that
illuminated the way they had
taken and which had illumin-
ated his whole life.

I bow once again before the
strength of this incredible
spirit, before his courage, and
before this fidelity to his
ideals. I ask you to join me.

I would like to be like him;
I would like those close to me,
family and friends, to be like
him.

{SUNDAY

B.B.C. 1

Border TV

9.0 a.m., Nai Zindagi-Naya Jee-
van. 9.30, Repondez S'il Vous
Plait. 10.0, Wie bitte? 10.30,
Morning Service. 11.30, Buying a
House. 12.0, Know How. 12.30
p.m., Representing the Union.
1.0-1.15, The Sky At Night. 1.25-
1.50, Farming. 2.0, Ten Classic
Dishes. 2.29, News Headlines.
2.30, Day Time. 3.5, The Extra-
vagant Story of the Motor Car.
4.40, The Man Who Talks to
Children. 5.05, Going for a Song.
5.30, Dombey and Son, 5.55, Ken
Dodd.
6.05, News.
6.15, Malcolm Muggeridge asks
the Question Why.
6.50, Songs of Praise.
7.25, Detective.
8.15, Play of the Month: Vincent
Price in ‘The Heiress’.
9.55, News.
10.05, Omnibus.
11.05, Monty
Circus.
11.35, Weatherman.

Python’s  Flying

B.B.C. 2

7.00 p.m., News Review.

7.25, The World About Us.

8.15, Workshop.

9.05, A Year In the Life.

9.55, Show of the Week.
10.40, Thirty-Minute Theatre.
11.10, News Summary.
11.15, Line-Up: Film Night.

LW.T.

11.0 a.m., Church Service. 12.15

p.m., Sunday Session: Families
Talking. 12.40-1.05, Your Living
Body. 1.25, Sunday Session: Stay
Alive. 1.55, Out of Town. 2.15,
Sports Arena. 245, University
Challenge. 3.15, The Big Match.
4.15, The Flaxton Boys. 4.45, The
Golden Shot. 5.30, On The Buses.
6.00, News.

6.15, The Great Debate: Father

Trevor Huddleston talks
with Enoch Powell.

7.00, Stars on Sunday.

7.25, Randall and  Hopkirk

(Deceased).

8.20, Music Hall.

9.20, ‘Desire Under The EIms’
starring Sophla Loren,
Anthony Perkins, and Burl
Ives (part one).

10.10, News.

10.20, ‘Deslre Under The Eims’
(part two).

11.20, Tonight With David Nixon.

12.05 a.m., The Musicians.

11.0 a.m,, The Morning Service.
12.15-1.25 p.m., Sunday Session.
1.55, Border Diary. 2.0, Farming
Outlook. 2.30, Adam 12. 2.55,
Soccer. 3.50, The Prisoner. 4.45,
The Golden Shot. 5.30,- The
Flaxton Boys. 6.0, National News,
6.15, All Creatures Great and
Small. 6.35, A Man On His Own.
7.0, Stars On Sunday. 7.25,
Strange Report. 8.25, Diamond
Head starring Charlton Heston,
Yvette Mimieux, George Chakiris,
France Nuyen, James Darren.
10.10, National News and Border
Weather. 10.20, Music Hall. 11.20,
Tonight with David Nixon. 12.05
a.m., Epilogue.

Yorkshire

11.0 a.m., Morning Service. 12.15
p.m., Sunday Session. 12.40,
Your Living Body. 1.05, You And
Your Child. 1.30, All Our Yester-
days. 2.0, Sunday Sport. 3.30,
The Moonraker. 5.0, Julia. 5.30,
The Flaxton Boys. 6.0, News.
68.15, All Creatures Great And
Small. 6.35, A Man On His Own.
7.0, Stars On Sunday. 7.25,
Hawaii Five-O. 8.25, Music Halil.
9.25, From Here To Eternity (part
one) with Burt Lancaster, Frank
Sinatra, Montgomery Clift, Ernest
Borgnine. 10.10, News and
Weather. 10.20, From Here To
Eternity (part two). 11.40, To-
night With David Nixon. 12.25
a.m., Late Weather.

Westward

11.0 a.m.,, The Morning Service.
1215 p.m.,, Sunday Session.
12.40, Your Living Body. 1.05-
1.25, You And Your Child. 2.0,
Farm and Country News. 2.15,
Star Soccer. 3.10, ‘My Foolish
Heart' starring Susan Hayward,
Dana Andrews, Kent Smith and
Robert Keith. 4.45, The Golden
Shot. 5.30, The Forest Rangers.
6.0, National News. 6.15, Ali
Creatures Great and Small.
6.35, A Man On His Own: Laurens
Van Der Post. 7.0, Stars On
Sunday. 7.25, Feature Film: ‘Red
Skies Of Montana' starring
Richard Widmark and Constance
Smith. 9.10, Msuic Hall. 10.10,
National News. 10.20, Strange
Report. 11.20, Tonight With David
Nixon. 12.0, Faith For Life.
12.06 a.m., Weather.
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G.E.C-En

glish Electric

MANAGEMENT

ORKERS

EIGHT HUNDRED GEC-English Electric workers,
who have been on strike at the company’s three
Merseyside plants since Monday, returned to work

esterday after an undertaking that management
staff would be withdrawn from maintenance work.

The company is also trying to convince them that
its threat to make 3,000 workers redundant is not so
serious after all. Joint talks aimed at ending the over-
time ban which has been in force since August will

take place today.

A GEC spokesman said
on Wednesday: ‘We are
hoping that AEF members
will now understand that
they are striking about a
situation where none of
them are affected by redun-
dancy, following the an-
nouncements’.

The announcements were
to the effect that the 1,000
workers at the Napier plant,

due for closure, now had a
choice of three jobs!

They would be offered 117
jobs in the combine’s domes-
tic appliance and fuse gear

Tyneside
huilders
Victimized

THREE MORE building
workers were sacked on
Wednesday at the Crudens

redevelopment site in
School Street, Hebburn,
Tyneside.

The sackings follow 13

days of trovble at the site,
which began after 60 workers
voted solidly to strike against
the sacking of two of their
mates.

Crudens immediately re-
taliated by sacking 21 of the
men. The strike broke up be-
cause of inadequate leader-
ship and 12 of the 21 were
left outside the gate.

In the background to the
failure of the strike and the
consequent sackings is the
acute unemployment in the
Tyneside area.

As the dole queues lengthen,
the employers become more
high-handed.

Un this part of the North-
East coast there are 21 men
waiting for every available
job on the building sites, ac-
cording to official figures.

On the whole of Tyneside
there are only 14 vacancies
for labourers and 2,358 are
unemployed.

Many workers are incensed
by union leaders’ failure to
act against the sackings at
School Street.

AUBTW officials told the
sacked men there was no-
thing they could do. They
were advised to go and look
for jobs elsewhere.

Ban on
S.L.L.
members
reversed

BIRMINGHAM University
Socialist Society voted on
Wednesday to reverse the ban
placed on all Socialist Labour
League members at the pre-
vious meeting. This followed
a full campaign waged by the
Young Socialist Student
Society against the ban.

HHIRERRHR

plants,

Other employers in Mer-
seyside had told GEC of 286
suitable vacancies.

Take over

Lastly there were pros-
pects of a take-over of the
Napier factory by a big Bri-
tish engineering firm and
the consequent employment
of some of the men.

The management also said
that there would be no re-
dundancies among hourly-
paid workers at the East
Lancs. Road factory, thus re-

prieving 150 of the 300
threatened jobs.
It is, of course, nonsense

to suggest that the whole
dispute arose over a misun-
derstanding or  that
management has changed its
mind.

The management’s state-
ment is an open attempt to
divide those threatened with
redundancy by offering jobs
to certain sections.

But GEC workers will not
be divided by these tactics.

Nor should they be de-
ceived by illusory promises
of alternative employment.

The GEC strikers should
not be left to fight the threat
of unemployment alone and
must be supported, by indus-
trial action if necessary, by
the rest of Merseyside.

In the course of the cam-

paign the nationalization
without compensation and
under workers’ control of

GEC-EE should be a central
demand.

By David
Maude

TRIES TO SPLIT

Car workers prepare for
national conference

DELEGATES are coming
from the main car factories
for the All Trades Unions
Alliance motor workers’ con-
ference to be held in Birming-
ham on November 8.

This conference could not
be more timely as it is now
absolutely clear that car wor-
kers right across the country
and internationally face the
comon problems of arbitrary
lay-offs, short-time working
and redundancy.

The first effects of the re-
cession are being felt most
directly in this industry and
the question of leadership for
the big struggles now begin-

ning is therefore posed very
sharply.

The ATUA motors confer-
ence will discuss the building
of an alternative revolution-
ary leadership and the pto-
gramme to meet the deepening
problems facing car workers.

Only the building of this
leadership can open the way
to resolving the crisis in the
motor industry, which is part

of the general crisis of the
capitalist system.

This is why workers from
the French motor companies
of Michelin, Renault and
Citroen will be coming to
take part in the discussion.

The provisional agenda is:

1. Reports on the position
of car workers in England and
West Europe.

2. The campaign against un-

the:

Mersey dock
talks fail

MERSEYSIDE port employers failed to get agreement
with the Transport and General Workers’ Union on

Wednesday on a new deal for 10,500 dockers.

A statement issued after
a four-hour meeting of the
local modernization com-
mittee said simply that the
employers’ £21-a-week offer
had been rejected.

No further meeting was
arranged.
For the £21 basic rate,

which is intended as an in-
terim offer during discussion
of the Devlin ‘modernization’
scheme’s second phase, the
employers want to buy out all
the existing bonuses and com-
modity differential payments.

There have been over 120
strikes over pay awards on
Merseyside this year and the
employers’ offer was designed
to keep dockers quiet while
the real carve-up goes on
around the Phase Two nego-
tiating table.

Refused demand

No doubt the employers
also hoped to get their week-
old ban on new container

work lifted.
The employers have refused
the T&GWU’s demand for

raising the basic rate to £16,
from £11 1Is. 8d., together
with proportional increases in
the existing piece-rates.

They have said this would

add 44 per cent to the wages
bill.

MORE PITS

BACK CADEBY

PAY STRIKE

FIVE HUNDRED striking miners demonstrated on
Thursday outside the Manvers, Yorkshire, headquarters

of the National Coal Board.

They were supporting the
three-week-old  strike at
Cadeby Main colliery. Des-
pite the refusal of NCB
officials to meet the demon-
strators, miners from two
more pits joined the strike
after the meeting.

Ten pits are now out in
support of the Cadeby market
men’s claim:

Cadeby Main itself, Maltby,
Kilnhurst, Manvers Main,
Goldthorpe, Highgate, Barn-
borough, Cortonwood, Silver-

Preston dock
employers squeal

THE Preston dockers’ strike,
which "has gone on for eight
weeks without an ounce of
union support, is beginning to
bite.

Port employers have so far
refused to concede their claim
for a £19-a-week minimum
wage and a £7-a-day guaran-
tee for piece-workers.

Now the future of the
Preston—Northern  Ireland
container traffic is threatened.

Ulster firms have been shn;)-
ping 1,500,000 tons a year in
and out of Preston—100,000
tons from Londonderry alone.

Prior to the strike, Anglo-

Irish Transport had been
operating four services a week
to Londonderry and Newry.
But all sailings have been
halted since early August.

The company now says it
‘cannot hold out much
longer’.

No doubt port employers
will now be gnashing their
teeth daily about the threat to
Anglo-Irish Transport and to
Londonderry’s last remaining
link across the Irish Sea.

The answer, of course, is
simple.

Settle the demands of the
Preston dockers immediately !

¥

FRANK WILLIS, Young
Socialist prospective parlia-
mentary candidate in the
forthcoming Swindon b&-
election, sells a copy of
Workers’ Press to a sup-
porter on one of Swindon’s
housing estates.

Frank, a local engineer,
is a member of the Socialist
Labour League.

It is believed that the
election is to be held on
October 30.

Volunteers to help with
canvassing and other elec-
tion work should contact
the Swindon Committee
Rooms :

5 Milton Road, Swindon.
Phone: Swindon 20570.
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By Jack Gale

wood and Wath Main.

At the Yorkshire area
council meeting on Monday,
which was lobbied by a
large contingent of striking
miners, Cadeby put forward
the resolution that if there
was no settlement within 96
hours the whole Yorkshire
area should be brought out in
support.

This was defeated by 54
votes to 22 with a number of
abstentions.

NO RETURN

The platform then pro-
posed that the men should
go back to work and that
they would call the area out
if no settlement was reached
by the end of the week.

This was carried, but the
strikers refused to return.

A strike proposal from the
Yorkshire leadership of the
National Union of Mine-
workers is unheard of, and is
a sign of the determination
of the Cadeby men and of the

growing support for them
throughout Yorkshire..
It is also true, however,

that the Yorshire area leaders
hope to hide behind some
concessions on surfacemen’s
hours in the negotiations
which are taking place this
week.

Meanwhile, the strikers
are growing more and more
determined and the right
wing more and more alarmed.

THREE LINES

The men say that at some
pits they are meeting three
lines of defence— the man-
agement, the police and the
union officials.

A special strikers’ meeting
on Tuesday was addressed by
area officials of the NUM,
two right-wingers and two
Communist Party members.

All four pressed for a re-
turn to work, but received a
hostile reception from the
strikers.

Italian workers
fight ‘shanty-
town’ scandal

FOR the third time in a month 200,000 chemical and
pharmaceutical workers struck in Italy on Wednesday.
Their action was in support of claims for a new pay

contract.
The province of Terni, a
heavily industrialized re-

gion north of Rome, was
also brought to a complete
standstill with a general
strike, while further half-
day stoppages hit the huge
Fiat and Lancia works in
Turin.

Yet another one-day strike
is planned for next Wednes-
day in the Milan region.

Rome’s ‘shanty town’ in-
habitants are also in action.

A recent survey has re-
vealed that 11 per cent ot
this 100,000 strong com-
munity, who °‘live’ in tin huts
and caves under viaducts and
arches, suffer from rhueu-
matic diseases, while ten per
cent have tuberculosis.

Disease

They have no drainage,
lighting or water, while child-
ren are exposed to rats and
intestinal diseases.

The Rome authorities are
completely unable to cope
with this appalling situation.

Only 30,000 rooms (not
flats) are under construction.

Many shanty dwellers are
now forcing their way into
newly-built, but empty flats
in the centre of Rome.

By a foreign correspondent

But only political unity with
Italy’s striking building work-
ers for the nationalization of
the housing and allied in-
dustries is going to wipe out
the scandal of Rome’s shanty
town.

LAST WEEK’'S United
Nations meeting between
Soviet and US leaders has
produced a flurry of
further diplomatic activity,
but no halt to the fighting
in the Middle East.

Gromyko and Rogers
agreed on an Arab-Israeli
‘package-deal’ to be presen-
ted to the warring govern-
ments.

Then on Wednesday of this
week, Cairo announced that
it would accept negotiations
with Israel provided they did

not take the form of direct
talks.

Schumann
arrives

in
Moscow

By a foreign correspondent

MAURICE SCHUMANN,
French Foreign Minister,
flew to Moscow on Thurs-
day for talks with top
Soviet leaders.

During his five-day visit he
will not only continue to
extend French capitalism’s
economic, scientific and cul-
tural links with the Kremlin,
but smooth the way for
Pompidou’s trip there expec-
ted some time in the New
Year.

Two shot
in Chicago
march

TWO were shot and more
than 30 arrested in Chicago
demonstrations on the second
anniversary of the Kkilling of
Che Guevara by the Bolivian
Army.

Police used tear gas to
attack a rally called by the
‘Students for a Democratic
Society’ (SDS).

In Latin America, guerrilla
groups in  Uruguay and
Argentina launched bomb at-
tacks and raids on police
stations.

These were also linked to
the same anniversary.

employment and short-time

working.

3. Steps to be taken to sup-
port the campaign for wage
parity betwen Ford and Vaux-

hall workers and. the Mid-
lands.
4. The setting up of a

national car workers’ advisory
committee affiliated to the All
Trades Unions Aliance.

All car, car components
and delivery workers are in-
vited to the conference which
will be held at the Digbeth
Civic Hall, Digbeth, Birming-
ham on Saturday, November
8 from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Al
Irades Unions
Alliance
conference

Motor workers’ conference
All car, car
components and
delivery
workers
are invited
0 a
motor workers’
conference

Digbeth Civic Hall,
Digbeth
Birmingham
Saturday November 8
2 pm. to 7 p.m.
Write for credentials to:

R. Parsons,
21 Strawberry Path,
Blackbird Leys,
Oxford.

Conference fee: 5s. a person

ATUA meeting

HULL
‘Workers’ Press and
productivity deals’
Sunday, October 12, 3 p.m.

Carron House
Beverley Road

'SHOW OF FORCE’

THE CHINESE govern-
ment accused the Kremlin
of ‘making a show of force’
and of having ‘wild plans
to carve up China’, accord-
ing to a report issued by
New China News Agency
on Wednesday.

We repeat the warning we
gave a week ago: the Soviet

offer of ‘peace talks’ only re-
flects one side of the bur-

eaucracy’s policy towards
China.
There is undoubtedly a

group set on military action,
and the ‘peace offers’ put for-
ward recently by Kosygin in
Peking only reflect the views
of a section of the bureau-
cracy.

They could equally well
serve as a cover for mili-
tary strikes against key
Chinese atomic installations.

—China
claims

The Chinese Foreign Min-
istry charged the Kremlin
with putting out ‘historical
absurdities’ about the boun-

daries between the two
countries: )
‘It is the Soviet Union,

and not China, that has sent
large numbers of troops to
be stationed in the People’s
Republic of Mongolia . .
and dispatched hundreds of
thousands of troops to oc-
cupy Czechoslovakia. . .

Here the Chinese leaders
are correct; the Kremlin’s
policy is equally counter-
revolutionary in Eastern
Europe and China.

In both cases, the Soviet
bureaucracy plays the game
of the imperialists.

~— Pressure for a

Middle East
conference

The Egyptian government
stated it was willing to use
mediators on the lines of the
1949 cease-fire talks, which
were conducted on the Island
of Rhodes through the UN
mediator Ralph Bunche.

Arms embargo

Within hours of this news
came a statement from the
Italian government calling for
an arms embargo to be im-
posed on both the Arab states
and Israel.

Foreign Minister Aldo
Moro’s appeal follows directly
on President Saragat's visit to
Tito in Belgrade.

And Tito, in his turn, was
only recently visited by top
Soviet leaders.

We can only surmise the
content of their many secret
discussions, but all the evid-
ence points to a joint Soviet-
US campaign to force Egypt
and the other Arab states to
the conference table, while
the Zionists still hold down
millions of Arabs in the
occupied territories.

Touted around

It should also be noted that
Christian Democrat Moro has
been touted around by the
Italian Stalinists as a capitalist
politician ready to take the
Communist Party into a coali-

tion government with the

main bourgeois parties.

His role, together with that
of the Social Democrat presi-
dent Saragat, has unquestion-
ably been of assistance in
helping the Kremlin to bring
this counter - revolutionary
pressure to bear on the
struggles of the Arab people.

Moro stated that an arms
embargo would only be a
‘first step’ towards ‘a final
settlement of the Middle-East
chaos’.

Like the Kremlin, -the ruling
classes of Europe and the
United States seek an end to
what they call ‘chaos’.

They intend the ‘final
settlement’ to be at the ex-
pense of the working class.

Tube men
strike

LONDON underground wor-
kers at the Northfields depot
struck for 24 hours on Wed-
nesday causing the cancel-
lation of 19 Piccadilly line
trains during the rush hours.

National Union of Railway-
men and management officials
atempted to stop the strike
caused by a dispute over the
allocation of shunting work at
the depot.

On the Northern line, main-
tenance engineers continue
their three-week-old strike
and 18 trains were again can-
celled on the line on Tuesday
and Wednesday.

WAGES
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Vauxhall had sent 15,000
men home at Luton, Dun-
stable and Ellesmere Port in
retaliation against the Elles-
mere Port work-to-rule.

But it is not only from this

direction that dangers
threaten.
While the employers are

digging in their heels for a
fight all over the industry, the
union leaders continue ‘the
headlong retreat they began
during the engineering pay
claim last year, continued at
Ford in March and speeded

up at Downing Street on
June 18.

New body
On . Thursday afternoon,

again in York, it was announ-
ced after an executive meet-
ing of the Confederation of
Shipbuilding and Engineering
Unions that the Amalgamated

Union of Engineering and
Foundryworkers has now
agreed to take part in form-
ing a joint industrial relations
council in the industry—a
body pressed for by Mrs Bar-
bara Castle since her discus-
sions last year with the big-
gest and most rapacious em-
ployers in the industry.

In this dangerous situation
the building-up of a powerful
unity between all sections of
motor workers through the
All Trades Unions Alliance is
a burning question.

Shop stewards and rank-
and-file workers in the indus-
try should immediately write
off for details of the Alli-
ance’s motorworkers’ confer-
ence on November 8 to the
organizing secretary (see ad-
vertisement this page).

Answer the crisis! Meet the
employers attack!

Make the carworkers’ con-
ference a big success!

£20 a week or
strike continues

@ FROM PAGE ONE

‘We want our £5 and that’s
that!’

Tony Sweeney (Kensington)
told the Workers Press:

‘The response to the strike
shows the big feeling amongst
the men.

‘We have shown a united
front. We mean business.

‘There has been a move-
ment from the unions. The
Transport and General is now
going to pay out strike pay,
and if we don’t hear anything
from the General and Muni-
cipal soon I am going to get
a resolution sent to Lord
Jack Cooper.

‘Harold Wilson and Bar-

bara Castle should put their
own house in order first.’

Tommy Shea (Tower Ham-
lets) said he did not believe
there was any real health
hazard yet. People forgot the
dustmen had to work all day
in such filth.

‘Our wages are dominated
by an absolutely antiquated
system. The NJIC is no good
at all.

‘We don’t want to work
any productivity deals, it’s
no use to us. In our area, we
have had the time-and-
motion men in for three
years—getting paid thousands
a year—and it's just money
in the air.

‘If the union leaders try to
come across with something
like this, then it won’t be
acceptable. We just want our
£20 minimum?’.

SUpport
Dustmen

@® FROM PAGE ONE

The dustmen
firm.

must stand

Any ‘health hazard’ is en-
tirely the responsibility of
the government and the
employers, who have re-
fused for so long to pay
council workers a living
wage.

It should not be forgotten
that dustmen work every
day amid piles of stinking
garbage for a weekly wage
only just over a third of
what Wilson gets in a day.

Nothing was said before the
strike of the health hazard
to these workers.

The dustmen are under at-
tack.

There must be a fight to a
finish for the full claim
without strings and any at-
tempts to break the strike
must be met with the
united opposition of all
workers.
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