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A.T.U.A. miners’ section statement

THE EIGHT-HOUR

day for surface-workers
brought an all-
Yorkshire and now a
national miners’ strike
~the first since 1926.

Every miner supports the surface-
workers’ demand. They are among the
poorest-paid workers in the country.

has

22 years!

National Coal Board’s (NCB) contemp-
tuous and insvlting delays in negotia-
tions, sick to death of Robens’ speeches,
and sick to death of the union leader-
ship’s refusal to use the union’s strength
to force the issue.

The eight-hour day has been on the
agenda since nationalization in 1947— |

Everybody is saying: this is the strike
nobody expected. It has come because of
all the accumulated bitterness and frus-
tration at the NCB'’s treatment of the

MINERS’ STRIKE:
THE REAL ISSUES

1,000
dustmen march
for £20 basic

LONDON dustmen again showed their deter-
mination to win a £20 basic wage in a militant
1,000-strong demonstration on Wednesday.

DUSTMEN can win their de-
mands by extending their ac-
tion and gaining the support
of wider sections of the labour
movement.

They  marched from
Tower Hill to Lincoln’s Inn
Fields led by a banner
reading ‘€20 basic now!’

The most popular chant
was ‘We want fivel’, many
marchers holding up five out-
stretched fingers to emphasise
the point.

Some spoke of their disgust
with  union  officials—‘just
paid lackeys of the councils’,
as one dustmen described
them.

On the National Joint In-
dustrial Council (NJIC) the
National Union of Public Em-
ployees and the General and

By Peter Read

were determined not to re-
turn until councils gave all
manual workers the same
basic wage increase.

Some workers would get as
little as 9s. a week from the
Edinburgh offer.

Hackney dustmen have now
been out for three weeks, and
a correct perspective is ur-
gently required.

However, some of the ideas
expressed at the Lincoln's Inn
meeting after the march of-
fered a completely wrong
direction for the fight.

Every miner is sick to death of the miners. Municipal Workers’ Union
reached agreement on a 50s. INDIVIDUAL
Now the NCB and the rise without consulting the
. Labour government are being rank and file. i BARGAINS

Strike spreads in

challenged. Not only hours,
but wages, pit closures, rents

The chairman, Terry Wil-

THE 1,600 miners at Monk- and every other issue now DISTANT son, a highways steward from
ton hall Colliery, Midlothian, Scotland comes up and must be settled, TALKS Tower Hamlets, called for
who walked out on Tuesday in the teeth of a government bargaining with individual

in support of the Yorkshire
strikers, were joined on Wed-
nesday by 1,450 at Polkennet
pit, West Lothian.

They struck following a de-
cision of 300 night-shift work-
ers to come out,

111 craftsmen at Bilston
Glen colliery, Midlothian,
have also joined the strike.

Monktonhall and Bilston

Ken m too

ALL three arza branches in the Kent coalfield agreed on

Glen are both ‘super-pits’ with
a production of more than a
million tons a year each.

The Monktonhall men deci-
ded at a mass meeting to con-
tinue their strike indefinitely
in support of the demands
put forward by the Yorkshire
miners for a 40-hour week in-
cluding mealtimes for surface
workers.

Wednesday to support their area executive’s decision to strike
next week if the Yorkshire dispute is not resolved.

More pits out in S.Wales

Tl

policy against wage increases
and favouring laws against
trade unionists.

Above all, the miners need
a leadership that will fight in-
stead of collaborating with
the government and the NCB.

In five years of Labour
government, 216 pits have
been closed. How could we
expect opposition from lead-
ers like Ford, who denounces
this strike, or from Paynter,
who has now joined the side
of the government?

Under  their leadership
wages have declined until
miners are 20 places down
the wages ‘league’.

Along with millions of other

“Car chiefs blame

workers

One banner read: ‘Distant
talks in Edinburgh sell-out
rank and file, but dustmen
fight on for a decent wage for
all council workers'.

Strike committeeman Dick
Clark stressed that the Edin-
burgh offer meant differing
rises for the various trades
involved and said dustmen

- Dylan’s £30,000—
‘No breach of incomes

THE £30,000 FEE paid to
Bob Dylan for his recent
single Isle of Wight pop

policy’

boroughs on piece-work.
One strike commitee mem-

“ber on the march suggested

that negotiations could take
place ‘just like in industry,
factory by factory’ and that
once one borough had accept-
ed this the others would fol-
low.

This proposal is completely
illusory.

Council workers are in no
position to push up piece-
rates as in the factories where
in any event the main fight
now is against sackings, short-
time and speed-up.

The danger is that council-
by-council bargaining can lead
to speed-up and productivity
deals.

MEAGRE

: X .

MORE than 4,000 South of their disappointment with Workers, the miners are saying M l concert does mnot, it had asked the DEP to re-

Wales miners struck on Wed- the lack of militancy at yes- ::cr)nptlg;eri?vefronrme&tan;ndyeg;g 1 an appears, contravene, the fuse Dylan a further work RESULTS
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Miners’ leaders immediately %rrz}ngements have been tempt; now it's ended! The al‘al Sed y P So ruled Mr. Harold Walker, Tax ject individual negotiations

sent telegrams to union offi- S:% fvegie;gl ass meeting over  surfacemen’s hours are only AS STRIKES caused further delays to the Parliamentary Secretary at because they have seen their

cials urging their members to
return to work and hold to

Tuesday's conference had

the tip of the iceberg.

Motor Show opening at Earl’s Court, British-

the Department of Employ-
ment and Productivity, re-

One-time ‘left” Walker would
hear none of this:

meagre results in the past and
feel that unity is their main

the decision to press for recommended support for the = - by g l : plying to a House of Com- ‘It should not be overlooked’ | weapon. ]

national action, faken at area executive's decision to De‘l‘.el'mmatlon enera Leyla'nd chairman Lord Stokes cailed for mons question from Mr, he stated ‘that such fees are _ After the meeting a delega-
Tuesday's coalfield conference ¢all for a national strike in W it is a figh . . . Marcus Lipton, Labour largely subject to heavy | tion left for Westminster to
in Porthcawl. preference to unilateral action e say it is a fight against government intervention to end the wave of member for Brixton, who tax demands.’ ask what Terry Wilson called

Work stopped at five col-
lieries—Cwm, near Aberdare,
Corw and Fernhill in the
Rhondda, Deep Navigation,
Treharris, and Coedely.

Mr Ron Said, Coedely
miners’ lodge secretary, said
the men walked out because

by South Wales’ men.

Only two collieries are
still operating in the Rhondda
Valley.

The remaining 50 pits in
South Wales are meeting to
consider strike action by the
weekend.
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the government: how can it
be won?

Only by the greatest deter-
mination of the men, like the
Liverpool dockers in 1967. No
return till the demands are
met, no matter what the press,
TV, the government, Mrs
Castle, or the TUC or the
NUM executive may say.

the Tories’ plans to return to
power and attack the working
class.

strike

THE WHOLE of the Milan
region came to a halt on
Wednesday as a million
workers staged yet another
one-day strike against high
rents and rising costs.

stopped running for one hour.
Again to the fore were

unofficial disputes now hitting the industry.

If the government
wanted another £26 mil-
lion contribution to the
balance of payments, said
Stokes, ‘it is perfectly easy
and we will oblige will-

thing positive to stop un-
official disputes and have

Other
sackings

"~ British-

Select Committee says:

More discipline

in universities and colleges are suggested by the House

of Commons Select Committee on

Education and

‘friends in parliament’ to
press for changes in the NIJC
structure so that the rank
and file would have the deci-
sive voice.

Dustmen and other council
workers willk have to rely on
their own unity and strength
and continue their fight for a
basic increase for all grades.

1y ! ' ;{ But more is needed.f‘The The stoppage was total. inelv’ _Thereb sl';oulljd be no il'i?];
3 e L miners are now. out in front ; ingly’. at sions  about bargaining wi
g t of a whole class fight against ne?\’};gg;&ban?ﬂi:&d m&lg;g:ig’ mdlvu?ugil councils or hflp
Rl e the government and against | while = trams and  trains ‘All it has to do is some- FURTHER steps in the drive against left-wing students from ‘friends in parliament’,

The council workers’ fight
must receive real help from

¢ . s p the rest of the labour move-
Milan’s engineers joined in { the solemn and binding un- le Iann, . ! v .

_When the NCB refuses the | ihig strike by building, chemi- . S H Science, which reported earlier this week. Mient.
eight-hour day and sticks fast | .} pharmaceutical, municipal dertakings actually. under .
on wages and the market- | ;.4 “hospital workers. tal-cen', declared his Lord- | gvEN more workers than The committee’s report By John Spencer .
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miners are faced with a battle .. Iv's fifth up km 'g atﬁc oDn €ar | 2nd redundancies at Morris | Sc'eral times —interrupte unions and student-staff rela- S
for a new socialist leadership | . This is Italy's fifth consecu. ) workers by Mr. —Douglas | noyore " Oxford. by demonstrations, particu- tions. Stl‘l e
against the plans of the NCB | tive week of mass strikes and | Richards, president of the Student unions would be _

and the Labour government.

This new leadership is an
urgent question. There is
every danger that the present
leadership will try some way
to sell the strike down the

occupations.

The present working-class
offensive shows no signs of
slowing down. Only its leaders
fear victory.

Society of Motor Manufac-
turers and Traders.

‘WAY OF LIFFE’

‘Strikes seem to be coming

Except Minor 1000 work-
ers, all piece and day-workers
will suffer some short-time,
Skilled men will lose their
overtime.

If the company’s plans go

larly at Essex university
and the London School of
Economics.

The inquiry was set in
motion as part of the witch-

"hunt against student militants

required to register with a
central body in the same way
as trade unions have to regis-
ter with the Registrar of
Friendly Societies.

It would alsc have the

official
EDINBURGH dustmen, out
on strike since Monday, have
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Miners in Yorkshire know
very well that the Yorkshire
NUM officials and the area
council did not want any
strike and above all they did
not want a strike over wages.

They hoped the threat on
the hours question would get
them off the hook on the

Because the NCB rejected
any concession on hours, the
Yorkshire area leadership
were caught in their own trap
and had to call a strike.

The magnificent response

can now win if a revolution-
ary leadership is built.

Can this strike turn the {

tide against the NCB?
Yes! From this strike we

@® PAGE 4 COL. 1 —

industry.

These will be especially
important for delegates
attending the All

Trades Unions

Alliance Motor Conference

The article, entitled :

‘Sackings, Measured-Day
Work, Common Market :

car workers.

Make sure of your copy now.
If in difficulty, telephone
01-720 2000.

- other hand, received his usual

warm praise from this leading
employers’ spokesman.

He was, said Richards, ‘as
nearly all of us know here,
a sincere man, and he has
already tasted some success.
We wish him much more’.

Richards no doubt had in

LEGAL SCREWS

Stokes’ attack follows
directly from the Tories’' de-
claration at their Brighton
conference that on their re-

The only ‘anarchy’ in the
motor industry arises from its
capitalist private ownership.

As the employers face a
life-and-death  struggle for
markets, they know that the
weakest will go to the wall

@ PAGE 4 COL. 9 -

Shop stewards have told
the management that this is
totally unacceptable and may
well propose factory action
unless the proposal is drop-
ped.

quiries.

Greater control

The main part of the report
is a call for greater central-

SWINDON

Thursday, October 30

Please contact Central Committee Rooms
5a Milton Road, Swindon
phone: Swindon 20570

mental diktats in the univer-
sities and a centre for the
attack on students’ conditions
and militancy.

No bones
The report makes no bones
about the need for more ‘dis-
cipline’ in the universities.

ity of students who are deter-
mined to prevent the institu-
tions from functioning.'

Not surprisingly, the com-
mittee’s report, drawn up by

dent elect, said the report
presented NUS with an
armoury of weapons, some
blunter than they had hoped
for—'We intend to use these
weapons’, he said.

@ PAGE 4 COL. 9 —

the men collectors who re-
place them when they are off
work and receive £2 more.

140 men employed in the
cleansing department at Kirk-
aldy are also on strike, sup-
ported by 40 road department
workers who have stopped in
sympathy.

Barr Head (Paisley) dust-
men, 60 of whom have been
on strike for a week, also
decided on Tuesday to con-
tinue.

East Kilbride, Lanarkshire

. = ap ¢ ' dust; , h , -

NEME ..o gz)egh?'c.;:tll;g?anrgcar;:tle&i;ﬁ&n British-Leyland tools up turn to power they intend to Help is urgently needed in the YOUNG f‘f}nsa"{ﬁgrt’;ppl}g% Of,f MS,% t!:lrsl}g:le!:o wg;‘;?:;ndi]lllagv?m;g-
tgnded al;]‘dhshgws .the greaé for new attacks,, ) lsl?;:‘iglﬂg;}grattllilgez:gatil:fstleﬁ?é SOCIAL|STS' campaign fOI‘ ca“didate ﬁ:gggﬂlpuﬂiﬁﬂ of Students’ tlaﬁ?ns.]ames Barrie, SCMU
things which the miners an ; . . : . A

AAIESS ..o the rest of the working class | is a must for all unions. FRANK WILLIS Mr Jack Straw, NUS presi- | national organizer has said

the union will make strike ac-
;iqln official if the negotiations
ail.

The SCMU was not a sig-
natory to the agreement
reached by union chiefs and
councils in Edinburgh last
week.
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A.T.U.A. miners’ section statement

THE EIGHT-HOUR
day for surface-workers
brought an all-
Yorkshire and now a

national miners’ strike
~the first since 1926.

Every miner supports the surface-
workers’ demand. They are among the
poorest-paid workers in the country.
Every miner is sick to death of the

has

22 years!

miners.

Strike spreads in

National Coal Board’s (NCB) contemp-
tuous and insulting delays in negotia-
tions, sick to death of Robens’ speeches,
and sick to death of the union leader-
ship’s refusal to use the union’s strength
to force the issue.

The eight-hour day has been on the
agenda since nationalization in 1947— |}

Everybody is saying: this is the strike
nobody expected. It has come because of
all the accumulated bitterness and frus-
tration at the NCB’s treatment of the

MINERS’ STRIKE:
THE REAL ISSUES

JAN 311970,

1,000
dustmen march
for £20 basic

LONDON dustmen again showed their deter-
mination to win a £20 basic wage in a militant

USTMEN in their de- i
D ctending their ac. 1,000-strong demonstration on Wednesday.

mands by extending their ac.

tion and gaining the support

of wider sections of the labour
movement.

They  marched from
Tower Hill to Lincoln’s Inn
Fields led by a banner
reading ‘€20 basic now!’

The most popular chant
was ‘We want fivel’, many
marchers holding up five out-
stretched fingers to emphasise
the point.

Some spoke of their disgust
with  union  officials—‘just
paid lackeys of the councils’,
as one dustmen described
them.

On the National Joint In-
dustrial Council (NJIC) the
National Union of Public Em-
ployees and the General and
Municipal Workers’ Union

By Peter Read

were determined not to re-
turn until councils gave all
manual workers the same
basic wage increase.

Some workers would get as
little as 9s. a week from the
Edinburgh offer.

Hackney dustmen have now
been out for three weeks, and
a correct perspective is ur-
gently required.

However, some of the ideas
expressed at the Lincoln’s Inn
meeting after the march of-
fered a completely wrong
direction for the fight.

reached agreement on a 50s. INDIVIDUAL
Now the NCB and the rise without consulting the BARGAINS
. Labour government are being rank and file. .

challenged. Not only hours,
but wages, pit closures, rents

The chairman, Terry Wil-

. p , a highways steward from
THE 1,600 miners at Monk- and every other issue now DISTANT son, a

y s s s Tower Hamlets, called for
ton hall Colliery, Midlothian, S‘ :‘ 'tla||d comes up and must be settled, TALK R ot APl
who walked out on Tuesday in the teeth of a government LKS bargaining with individual

in support of the Yorkshire
strikers, were joined on Wed-
nesday by 1,450 at Polkennet
pit, West Lothian.

They struck following a de-
cision of 300 night-shift work-
ers to come out.

111 craftsmen at Bilston
Glen colliery, Midlothian,
have also joined the strike.

Monktonhall and Bilston

Kent joins too

ALL three arca branches in the Kent coalfield agreed on

Glen are both ‘super-pits’ with
a production of more than a
million tons a year each.

The Monktonhall men deci-
ded at a mass meeting to con-
tinue their strike indefinitely
in support of the demands
put forward by the Yorkshire
miners for a 40-hour week in-
cluding mealtimes for surface
workers.

Wednesday to support their area executive’s decision to strike
next week if the Yorkshire dispute is not resolved.

More pits out in S.Wales

. 50

policy against wage increases
and favouring laws against
trade unionists.

Above all, the miners need
a leadership that will fight in-
stead of collaborating with
the government and the NCB.

In five years of Labour
government, 216 pits have
been closed. How could we
expect opposition from lead-
ers like Ford, who denounces
this strike, or from Paynter,
who has now joined the side
of the government?

Under  their leadership
wages have declined until
miners are 20 places down
the wages ‘league’.

Along with millions of other

“Car chiefs blame

&

workers

One banner read: ‘Distant
talks in Edinburgh sell-out
rank and file, but dustmen
fight on for a decent wage for
all council workers’.

Strike committeeman Dick
Clark stressed that the Edin-
burgh offer meant differing
rises for the various trades
involved and said dustmen

- Dylan’s £30,000—
‘No breach of incomes

THE £30,000 FEE paid to
Bob Dylan for his recent
single Isle of Wight pop

policy’

boroughs on piece-work.

One strike commitee mem-
ber on the march suggested
that negotiations could take
place ‘just like in industry,
factory by factory’ and that
once one borough had accept-
ed this the others would fol-
low.

This proposal is completely
illusory.

Council workers are in no
position to push up piece-
rates as in the factories where
in any event the main fight
now is against sackings, short-
time and speed-up.

The danger is that council-
by-council bargaining can lead
to speed-up and productivity
deals.

MEAGRE

) ; °

MORE than 4, ir di i ith Workers, the miners are saying M l concert does not, it  had asked the DEP to re-

nges mine:: strugl(c)oon 8‘31;3}3 ?lfe t{l:clll; glfsar‘x):li)l(i)tl:rtxrgn;t z;tslf to the government and the l an appears contravene’ the fuse Dylan a further work RESULTS

nesday in support of the sur- terday’s conference. employers: for many years i y di li permit. il k igh

facemen’s  claim. Arrangements have been {ou vte treateglt' - Vf;“g; (519}?- By our Industrial reporter S i :e: ?Vl;\ ;co?:s&olkcy. J'ec(t.:ou?nccliiviv:i?xglersnglggotggi;ne;
Miners’ leaders immediately ; empt; now it's ende e p ly d 0 ruec Ar. Haro aiker, Tax :

sent telegrams to union offi- mzds{ég;ei?ass meeting over  surfacemen’s hours are only ara Se AS STRIKES caused further delays to the Parliamentary Secretary at because they have seen their

cials urging their members to
return to work and hold to
the decision to press for
national action, taken at
Tuesday’s coalfield conference
in Porthcawl.

Work stopped at five col-
lieries—Cwm, near Aberdare,
Corw and Fernhill in the
Rhondda, Deep Navigation,
Treharris, and Coedely.

Mr Ron Said, Coedely
miners’ lodge secretary, said
the men walked out because

Tuesday’s conference had
recommended support for the
area executive's decision to
call for a national strike in
preference to unilateral action
by South Wales’ men.

Only two collieries are
still operating in the Rhondda
Valley.

The remaining 50 pits in
South Wales are meeting to
consider strike action by the
weekend.
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the tip of the iceberg.

Determination

We say it is a fight against
the government: how can it
be won?

Only by the greatest deter-
mination of the men, like the
Liverpool dockers in 1967. No
return till the demands are
met, no matter what the press,
TV, the government, Mrs
Castle, or the TUC or the
NUM executive may say.

But more is needed. The

the Tories’ plans to return to
power and attack the working
class.

When the NCB refuses the
eight-hour day and sticks fast
on wages and the market-

by general
strike

THE WHOLE of the Milan
region came to a halt on
Wednesday as a million
workers staged yet another
one-day strike against high
rents and rising costs.

The stoppage was total.

stopped running for one hour.

Again to the fore were
Milan’s engineers joined in
this strike by building, chemi-
cal, pharmaceutical, municipal

Motor Show opening at Earl’s Court, British-
Leyland chairman Lord Stokes called for
government intervention to end the wave of
unofficial disputes now hitting the industry.

If the government
wanted another £26 mil-
lion contribution to the
balance of payments, said
Stokes, ‘it is perfectly easy
and we will oblige will-

thing positive to stop un-
official disputes and have
the solemn and binding un-
dertakings actually under-

Other
sackings

Leyland?

EVEN more workers than

the Department of Employ-
ment and Productivity, re-
plying to a House of Com-
mons question from Mr.
Marcus Lipton, Labour
member for Brixton, who

One-time ‘left’” Walker would
hear none of this:

‘It should not be overlooked’
he stated ‘that such fees are
largely subject to heavy
tax demands.’

Select Committee says:
More discipline
for students

in universities and colleges are suggested by the House
of Commons Select Committee on Education and
Science, which reported earlier this week.

meagre results in the past and
feel that unity is their main
weapon.

After the meeting a delega-
tion left for Westminster to
ask what Terry Wilson called
‘friends in parliament’ to
press for changes in the NIJC
structure so that the rank
and file would have the deci-
sive voice,. ‘

Dustmen and other council
workers will have to rely on
their own unity and strength
and continue their fight for a
basic increase for all grades.

There should be no illu-

X} : € . . at sions about bargaining with
d s whole ciass Raht mgaioat | noSlPS, banks and morning | ingly riidaa comai of heip
the government and against | \while trams and trains | ‘Al it has to do is some- \ Brmsll_ FURTHER steps in the drive against left-wing students | from ‘friends in parliament’.

The council workers’ fight
must receive real help from
the rest of the labour move-
ment.

vat it d ith and hospital workers. talfen’, declared his Lord- The ({ommittge's report By John Spencer °
mer:3 :n r;ssu;e, it (;ets so wit ship. were at first thought will be | follows its national ‘fact- f Scottlsh
soveoment suppori. Fifth weok | e vas immedicl tacked | eced, by BRGISd? | foding o, which wag 28 Sonrl v such

Whether they like it or not up in his attack on car | Plans for short-time working | (oyers] times interrupted ; d student.staff rela-
miners are faced with a battle and redundancies at Morris unions and student-staff rela

for a new socialist leadership
against the plans of the NCB
and the Labour government.

This new leadership is an
urgent question. There is
every danger that the present
leadership will try some way
to sell the strike down the

This is Italy’s fifth consecu-
tive week of mass strikes and
occupations.

The present working-class
offensive shows no signs of
slowing down. Only its leaders
fear victory.

workers by Mr. Douglas
Richards, president of the
Society of Motor Manufac-
turers and Traders.

‘WAY OF LIFFE’

‘Strikes seem to be coming

Motors, Oxford.

Except Minor 1000 work-
ers, all piece and day-workers
will suffer some short-time.
Skilled men will lose their
overtime,

If the company’s plans go

by demonstrations, particu-
larly at Essex university
and the London School of
Economics.

The inquiry was set in

“motion as part of the witch-

hunt against student militants

tions.

Student unions would be
required to register with a
central body in the same way
as trade unions have to regis-
ter with the Registrar of
Friendly Societies.

It would also have the

) °
strike
*o o
official
EDINBURGH dustmen, out
on strike since Monday, have

river. They are afraid of a real a way of life and this has | osoush, 6,000 will be aflec- | yhich Jollowed  the  LSE D e nauire In fetall Into | rejected a 32s.-a-week rise,
struggle. DAVID MAUDE, done incalculable harm to the The company proposes to | C CtS iast year. ) tute. , _ They are demanding a_ £3
. . image of Britain around the | glash Morris 1100 production In fact, the committee These proposals would | increase in basic pay. Their
wa 9 es i ssue industrial correspondent world.’ | by 408 cars a week through | singles out these colleges, | ean™ that the government | Strike has now been made

Why are miners out on the
surfacemen’s hours and not
also on the main issue—
wages?

Miners in Yorkshire know
very well that the Yorkshire
NUM officials and the area

for Workers’ Press, has
written the first of a series
of important articles

on the motor -

industry.

The industry was facing a
state of ‘near anarchy’, he
warned.

Mr.
general

Victor Feather, TUC
secretary, on the

- other hand, received his usual

warm praise from this leading
employers’ spokesman.

cutting one complete day and
night shift.

But it wants to increase the
speed of one line from 23 to
26 cars an hour!

Shop stewards have told
the management that this is
totally unacceptable and may
well propose factory action

along with the art colleges at
Hornsey and Guildford, for
special treatment.

It recommends that they be
subjected to independent in-
quiries. .

Greater control

would have far greater con-
trol over university affairs.
The new Higher Education

Commission would become a
means for enforcing govern-
mental diktats in the univer-
sities and a centre for the
attack on students’ conditions

official by the Scottish Com-
mercial Motormen’s _ Union
(SCMU).

They have been joined by

26 women waste-paper collec- -

tors who want equal pay with
the men collectors who re-
place them when they are off
work and receive £2 more.

council did not want any These will be especially He was, said Richards, ‘as | ypless the proposal is drop- The main part of the report 2nd militancy. 140 men employed in the
strike and above all they did | important for delegates nearly all of us know here, | neq, is a call for greater central- cleansing department at Kirk-
not want a strike over wages. a sincere man, and he has No bones

They hoped the threat on

Because the NCB rejected
any concession on hours, the
Yorkshire area leadership
were caught in their own trap
and had to call a strike.

can now win if a revolution-
ary leadership is built.

Can this strike turn the |

tide against the NCB?
Yes! From this strike we

@ PAGE 4 COL. 1 —»

attending the All

The article, entitled :

‘Sackings, Measured-Day
Work, Common Market :

car workers.

Make sure of your copy now.
If in difficulty, telephone
01-720 2000.

already tasted some success.

LEGAL SCREWS

Stokes’ attack follows
directly from the Tories’ de-
claration at their Brighton

The only ‘anarchy’ in the
motor industry arises from its
capitalist private ownership.

As the employers face a
life-and-death  struggle for
markets, they know that the
weakest will go to the wall

@ PAGE 4 COL. 9 —>»

Thursday, October 30

Please contact Central Committee Rooms
5a Milton Road, Swindon
phone: Swindon 20570

The report makes no bones

ity of students who are deter-
mined to prevent the institu-
tions from functioning.’

Not surprisingly, the com-
mittee’s report, drawn up by

dent elect, said the report
presented NUS with an
armoury of weapons, some
blunter than they had hoped
for—'We intend to use these
weapons’, he said.

@ PAGE 4 COL. 9 —

aldy are also on strike, sup-
ported by 40 road department

the hours question would get | Trades Unions We wish him much more’. about the need for more ‘dis- | workers who have stopped in
Full subscription Two editions them off the hook on the | Alliance Motor Conference | Richards no doubt had in cipline’ in the universities. sympathy.
(Posted dally) (For any two days wages question, with 12 pits |, ., . mind Feather’s recent and ‘Every institution should be Their strike is to continue
g;t; : y?arm OR {&u select) already supporting the four- | in Birmingham on viciogs deml:(nciation of Mer- grepalied to use its exxs:llr;zl despite1 an offer from the
S. for three a year k ike. ' seyside workers. B Y ELECT'ON isciplinary powers to de council.
months £1 for three months week Cadeby strike November 8. — firmly with that small minor-

Barr Head (Paisley) dust-
men, 60 of whom have been
on strike for a week, also
decided on Tuesday to con-
tinue.

East Kilbride, Lanarkshire

The magnificent response i - . . an  ‘all. ’ dustmen, however, have re-
Name to the strike recommendation | British-Leyland tools up ot S wer they imtond & | Help is urgently needed in the YOUNG | an ‘allparty’ body of MPs, | SISnER, JOWersn tove te
.......................................................... OeS or e on at t e in_ - ; . . - - by ? " . . 3
It;gnded a}x:ghshg\‘:s the ;’reaé for new attacks’, ;?;:;gwg;}gmgg‘gegg;‘;;t’?;g SOCIALISTS’ campaign for candidate {::Rgrr;«';llipUmon of Students’ | HZEONS. e Barrie, SCMU
things which the miners an ions. " j- | national organizer has said
AdAress .......ooooiiiiiiii the rest of the working class | is a must for all unions FRANK WILLIS Mr Jack Straw, NUS presi g

the union will make strike ac-
;igln official if the negotiations
ail.

The SCMU was not a sig-
natory to the agreement
reached by union chiefs and
councils in Edinburgh last
week.

PRICE 6d.
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‘ECONOMICS OF EDUCATION’

Edited M. Blaug

Penguin Modern Economics: READINGS

pp. 50 I0s.

Review by JACK GALE

VOLUME 2

Worse and cheaper

education on the way

‘EDUCATION at all
levels is going to be sub-
jected to more and more
pressures to increase its
productivity, to intro-
duce economies, to con-
serve  resources, to
operate more efficiently.’

(p. 311.)

Recent reports on educa-
tion in the Workers’ Press
have highlighted the discon-
tent of teachers over pay and
conditions and the intensi-
fied government ‘economy’
cuts.

These are the symptoms of
the underlying trend in educa-
tion in the capitalist countries.

As the world economic crisis
Jlurches on and a permanent
body of unemployment is
created, capitalism has less
need of an educated working
class.

Labour power is a com-
modity. If it cannot be sold,
resources will not be directed
towards producing it.

Thus, whereas the years of
economic boom gave rise to an
expansion of and an increased
interest in education—taking,
in this country, the form of
reports such as Robbins, New-
som and Plowden—the 1970s
will see an emphasis on econ-
omy cuts and cheapness, par-
ticularly in the United States
and Britain.

This is made clear in a new
collection of papers ‘Economics
of Education Part Two’ edited
by M. Blaug. What is ad-
vocated here, above all, is that
education must be measurable
in productivity terms.

This means :

@ Larger classes in schools

and higher staff-student
ratios in colleges and uni-
versities.

@® Exclusion of many children
from higher education and
even, in some cases, from
normal schooling.

@® Cheaper buildings, more in-
tensively used.

@® Less research in universi-

ties.

@ Cutting out of non-measur-
able aspects of the curricu-
lum.

@ Increased fee-paying.

This, it is stated, would
force the schools to ‘de-em-
phasize’ (i.e. cut out) those
subjects which could not be
measured in this way.

TESTED
EN MASSE

Once this was done, the
‘measurable’ subjects could be
taught, as well as tested,
masse’.

‘Both schools and colleges,’

says Kershaw, ‘should re-
examine seriously the number
and value of their .small

classes.” (P. 309.)

He then goes on to advocate
a system of differential pay-
ments to teachers.

A few teachers in subjects
where there 'was a shortage
(like science teachers in sec-
ondary schools) would be well
paid, but the mass of teachers

would receive substantially
less.
Kershaw recently partici-

pated in a study, financed by
the Ford Foundation, to see
whether a school system could
be analyzed systematically to
evaluate its productivity value.

Big busines is interested in
these ideas and is prepared to
back them with hard cash!

Needless to say, similar ideas
are prevalent in Britain. M,
Blaug in ‘The Productivity of
Universities’ mentions the use
of staff-student ratios as an
index of university produc-
tivity and says there is no
evidence in support of small
group teaching.

‘What evidence there is,” he
says, ‘gives little support to
the popular belief in the value
of smaller classes . . . reduc-
tions in student-staff ratios may
lead to a decline in a meaning-
fully defined productivity of
labour in universities.” (P. 314.)

Blaug's views do not seem
to be so far removed from
those of Admiral Rickover :

‘What of those goals or
functions of universities that
cannot be quantified and re-
duced to a scale? These, I
would argue, should be ignored
for purposes of measuring pro-
ductivity and, for that matter,

for purposes of assessing
efficiency.” (P. 318.)
UNIVERSITY
OUTPUT

ILLUMINATING
SECTIONS

The most illuminating sec-
tions of this volume are ‘Pro-
ductivity and Efficiency of
Education’ and ‘The Finance
of Education’.

Writing on ‘Productivity in
American Schools and Col-
leges’, J. A. Kershaw points
out that education is second
only to national defence as a
consumer of resources.

Unfortunately, however, the
high capital investment has
not been used to displace
labour but has been accom-
panied by a large increase in
manpower per student.

Kershaw concludes that, both
in schools and colleges, ‘the
student-teacher ratio will al-
most surely have to rise in the
future under the impact of the
rapid growth in enrolments’.
(P. 306.)

Kershaw also comes very
close to advocating that the
more intractable youth should
be excluded from school al-
together.

Some youngsters, he says,
are ‘virtually ineducable’ and
are in schools merely to keep
them off the streets.

The job has to be done,
Kershaw thinks, but he asks
why it has to be done by the
schools.

What is implicit here is a
process of creaming off the
more. able and/or the more
passive working-class children
and keeping the rest ‘off the
streets’ in some kind of non-
educating institution.

Or, in other words, the
future unemployed are to be
institutionalized from child-
hood !

The well-known brass-hat

Admiral Hyman G. Rickover is -

quoted as having called for
standardized Federal examina-
tions to be given to all child-
ren to show how ‘good a job’
the schools are doing.

And again:

‘To be sure, such things as
the personal satisfaction and
cultural awareness of students
is part of the output of uni-
versities, but this makes no
difference whatsoever to any
conclusions about trends in
unigv;ersity productivity.” (P.

19.

‘In my opinion, the first
item on the agenda of future
research should be student
attainment tests given at the
time of admission to universi-
ties and repeated at the time
of graduation.” (P. 322.)

The same line is pursued by
C. F. Carter in his paper ‘Can
we get British Higher Educa-
tion Cheaper ?’:

‘The general virtue of the
smaller class is unproved.’ (P.
331.)

‘Could we get higher educa-
tion cheaper by having fewer
academic staff 2’ (P. 331.)

‘The arguments used to
justify the quantity of research
are uniformly bad.” (P. 334.)

‘It is not enough to say that
the search for knowledge is a
contribution to civilization, to
be valued in its own right,
irrespective of any economic
justification.” (P. 335.)

‘We could get higher educa-
tion cheaper if we could house
it in cheaper buildings, or if
we could use buildings more
intensively.” (P. 336.)

‘It has been right to direct
the search for cost reductions
mainly to expenditure on
teaching staff.” (P. 338.)

Finally, in Part 5 of this
volume, Professor Jack Wise-
man, Professor of Economics
at York university, argues that
state action in the field of
education should merely pro-
vide subsidies to parents rather
than provide a free education
out of taxes.

He advocates ‘educational
vouchers’ which would be dis-
tributed to parents.

These would have a pre-
scribed purchasing power over
education services to be supple-

mented out of the parents’ own
resources.

Professor Wiseman states
clearly the attitude of all the
apologists of capitalism to-
wards social services :

'MEDICAL
COSTING

‘Improvements in the health
of the working population may
increase productivity, and this
in turn will increase the “pay-
off” to investment in skills
(education) . . . this can be
dealt with conceptually by
treating good health not as an
end, but simply as a means, so
that provision of medical
facilities becomes one of the
‘“costs” of obtaining a return
on educational investment.’
(P. 347)

What could be more direct?

Capitalism’s investment in
health, education and all social
services is related only to its
requirements for a strong,
physically and mentally fit
working class.

When this need declines, so
does welfare expenditure.

The reforms of the first
post-war Labour government
were not an attack on capital-
ism but served its needs at
that time.

Today, capitalism can no
longer afford—and no longer
needs—such luxuries.

Therefore, social democracy
once again meets its wishes—
the Wilson government axes
the health and education ser-
vices.

Nevertheless, these reforms
were real gains for the work-
ing class.

What is clear now is that
more reforms can only be
gained—and the old gains de-
fended — by revolutionary
means, because they clash with
capitalism’s basic requirements.

Culture
ani
Socialism

Towards an

Independent

Revolutionary
Art

Culture and Socialism
and a Manifesto
Art and Revolution

An article compiled by the

author from a talk he gave

to a Moscow club on February

3, 1926, and a number of
other addresses.

The Manifesto, appearing in
1938 under the signatures of
André Breton and Diego
Rivera was in fact drawn up
in collaboration with Trotsky.

Price: Two shillings and
sixpence
Available from
186a Clapham High Street,
London SW4

‘THE SURREALIST REVOLUTION IN
FRANCE’

By Herbert S. Gershman
‘MANIFESTOS OF SURREALISM’
By Andre Breton

Reviewed by Martin Meyer

‘THE LIBERATION OF GUINE’

By Basil Davidson:

Penguin African Library 6s.
Reviewed by Charles Parkins

André Breton, Diego Rivera and Leon Trotsky with Jacqueline Breton

in Mexico, 1938,

ourrealism and
the revolutionary
movement

THE STUDY of

rather difficult pre-war
artistic movement might
seem far removed from
the struggle for socialism

in 1969, but the ques-

tions which the surreal-
ists raised concerning
culture and socialism re-
main very relevant to-
day.

It is essential that the re-
volutionary movement should
have a clear understanding
of these questions if it is
to attract those young artists
and intellectuals who are
seeking a way out of the
blind alley of modern art.

Bourgeois  culture  has
reached a dead end.

Those artists who tty to
work within the accepted
system are hemmed in by
financial and, increasingly, by
political pressures.

Those who opt out, like the
underground film makers and
painters, are thrust back on
their own individual resources
and lose that essential germin-
ating conflict with the rest of
society.

This inevitably leads to the
exhaustion of the imagination.

The surrealist movement, or
at least the main section of it
led by André Breton, is unique
in combining a firm allegiance
to the revolutionary party as
the only means to establish
socialist with a determination
to defend the artist’s complete
freedom to develop his own
ideas.

It started after the First
World War as an offshoot of
the Dada movement, which
used to express its hatred of
the bourgeoisie in provocations
of various kinds.

In 1925 Breton came in con-
tact with the writings of
Trotsky and swung the whole
movement round to an under-
standing of the need for fun-
damental social change as the

only means of really liberating*

the spirit.

In 1927 Breton, Aragon,
Eluard and others joined the
French Communist Party but
left a year later when Trotsky
was expelled from the Soviet
Communist Party.

Breton remained an oppo-
sition communist and sup-
porter of Trotsky right through
the worst years of the 1930s
and beyond, but most of the
others capitulated to the
Stalinists  (Aragon, Eluard,
Tzara) or the right wing
(Salvador Dali).

‘THE Surrealist Revolution
in France’ is an academic
literary study in the worst

traditions of university doc-
torates.

Gershman is hostile to the
movement and in particular its
fight for political principles
which he dismisses as ‘bicker-
ings’.

‘ Manifestos of Surrealism’
on the other hand is an import-
ant work.

It contains some of Breton’s
most important theoretical
writings including the First
and Second Manifesto of
Surrealism of 1924 and 1930.

The difference between these

two manifestos is quite
dramatic.
The introduction to the

First Manifesto speaks of the
‘whims of the imagination
which alone causes real things’.

It is idealism run riot.

Ideas are seen as inborn,
only needing to be ‘uncovered’.

But the key sentence comes
on page 18:

‘It was a question of go-
ing back to the sources of
poetic imagination.’

It was the right to carry out
this search that Breton and
Trotsky defended -all their
lives against all those bureau-
crats who tried to ‘codify
poetry’ and limit artistic ex-
pression to an empty formula.

The second manifesto rejects
idealism and links the move-
ment directly to the fight of
the working class for social-
ism,

It discusses the important
questions of the relation of art
to the economic base of
society and of whether the
working class can develop its
‘own’ art.

However it is the lecture of
1935 ‘Political Position of
Today’s Art’ which must rank
with Trotsky’s ’'Literature and
Revolution’ as one of the out-
standing statements on art in
our time.

Breton completely demol-
ishes those shallow critics who
say that the artist directly re-
flects the experience he under-
goes.

He sees that the artist must
above all extend the range of
artistic expression.

Neither his personal experi-
ence, nor his political convic-
tions can find valid artistic
form directly.

They must first permeate
into the subconscious and then
find artistic form through the
free play of the imagination.

This is why there can be no
restriction on artistic experi-
mentation.

In the manifesto ‘Towards
an Independent Revolutionary

Art"”  written by Breton,
Rivera and Trotsky (unfortun-
ately not included in this

book) it states quite clearly,
‘There must be no authority, no
compulsion, no trace of com-
mand’ in the development of
art and science.

Among the coatributors to the Dada magazines
row, far left) André Breton (front row, far right) Louis
Eluard (third row, centre), all of whom joined the Communist Party.

39!'

and ‘Litterature’ are Tristan Tzara (fromt
Aragon (third row, far left) and Paul

THE AFRICAN as a
hero is not a figure that
appears much in the pic-
ture of Africa fostered
by the bosses’ press.

The courage of African
liberation fighters is unlikely
to be given prominence as a
topic by editors who depend
for their bread on advertis-
ing revenue from firms with
investments in South Africa.

If you haven’t read more
about the war in Guiné, this is
probably the reason why.

In this small country large
forces of Portuguese troops,
assisted by aircraft and bombs
supplied by Portugal’s NATO
allies, have been engaged in a
war for the last six years to
maintain colonial rule.

It was 10 years ago, in
August 1959, that the troops
were first in action.

The Bissau dock workers
came out on strike for higher
wages and the troops were
used to force them back to
work. Some 50 dockers were
shot.

Within a few years, the
people’s armed liberation
struggle against Portuguese
rule had begun. By 1968, two-
thirds of the country was
liberated.

Within the liberated areas,
the revolutionary movement

has set up its own shops,
schools and hospitals.
It sends medical teams

around the villages and as-
sists the farmers with growing
more food.

Arms are distributed among
the people so that they can
defend their villages against
the Portuguese troops, while
the guerrillas attack the enemy
bases and prepare for the lib-
eration of the towns.

The leaders of the libera-
tion movement, the PAIGC
(Party of African Indepen-
dence, of Guiné and Cape
Verde), do not regard their
struggle as being against Por-
tugal alone.

They have suffered bombing
and napalm from the Portu-
guese forces; and as PAIGC
leader Amilcar Cabral writes
in his foreword to this book:

‘Everyone knows that Por-
tugal does not make any air-
craft, not even as toys for

Member of the PAIGC with a fragment of an unexploded napalm
bomb dropped by the Portuguese with the aid of American and

British planes.

The liberation
Struggle in Guine

can liberation fighters in
Guiné have given hope, en-
couragement and
lessons in struggle for people
throughout the continent.

GUERRILLA WAR

Guerrilla war has begun in
Rhodesia and South Africa.
A unit commander who had
been wounded in action there
told Davidson:

‘We are doing better than
Smith’s crowd can admit.
We are winning over the peo-
ple in the villages. They feed
and hide us now. That’s how
we've been able to keep going

The villagers are armed: Amilcar Cabral, Secretary-General of the
PAIGC, hands out rifles in Quitafine.

children. Our situation—the
Portuguese aggression against
our people—also involves the
allies of Portugal, including
Great Britain and the United
States. And there too our
struggle brings another gain:
it teaches us to know the
friends and enemies of our
people of Africa.’

DENOUNCES

Cabral denounces the Wil-
son government as pro-colon-
ialist, but believes that his
people have got friends in
Britain, and says ‘We count
on the sympathy of the youth

]

of Britain. . ...

Basil Davidson has written
a number of books on con-
temporary Africa, and on
African history.

In 1967, he was able to
visit the liberated areas of
Guiné, and in this book he
describes what he saw and an-
alyses its significance.’

He begins by describing the
historical background to Por-
tuguese rule and showing how
the African people have been
oppressed and exploited in
Guiné.

The exploitation of the
colony has been carried on
mostly by one monopoly com-
pany, the Unido Fabril. In
Lisbon, opponents of the war
describe it as ‘the company’s
war’.

The Unido Fabril controls
its own shipping and indus-
tries and through the Mello
family its ownership is lined
with other capitalist interests
in Portugal, such as the steel
industry.

Through these links it has
connections with capitalists in
Britain, France and West Ger-
many.

So, as Davidson observes, it
is not only Portuguese com-
panies that are behind this
war.

The war also has a wider
significance in  Davidson’s
view.

The successes of the Afri-

for weeks, even for months,
and how we've got good foot-
holds well beyond the Zam-
besi valley. . .

‘Now we're recruiting there
too. You get among those
people, man, and the first
thing they want is guns and
ammunition. It’s a problem
for us, sorting out the young

ones who want to volun-
teer. . . .
A point which Davidson

does not develop is the im-
pact of the struggle in the
colonies upon Portugal itself
and the struggle of the Por-
tuguese working class against
their rulers.

The guerrillas have not en-
tirely neglected this aspect of
their struggle. A PAIGC di-
rective of 1967 instructed:

‘Reinforce political work
and propaganda within the
enemy’s armed forces. Write
posters, pamphlets, letters.
Draw slogans on the roads.
Establish cautious links with
enemy personnel who want to

contact us. Act audaciously
and with great initiative in
this way. . . . Do everything

possible to help enemy sol-
diers to desert. Assure them
of security so as to encourage
their desertion.’

Cabral claims that there is
widespread discontent in the
Portuguese forces and that in
Portugal itself more than
7,000 young men called up for
the war have deserted, either
hiding in the countryside or
emigrating.

Davidson finds a great deal
in common, both in military
tactics and in political out-
look, between the African
guerrilla fighters in Guiné
and the partisans with whom
he served in Yugoslavia.

One thing he stresses is
that the PAIGC fighters be-
lieve that politics come first.

They emphasise the impor-
tance of the party.

Before they could turn to
guerrilla war, political prepar-
ation was needed, to develop
revolutionary theory and to

practical .

establish firm support from
the masses.

In this respect, as Davidson
notes, these African revoul-
tionaries differ very strongly
with the ideas of the Cubans,
and especially with Regis
Debray’s ideas about heroic
gestures and spontaneity.

They believe that it is use-
less to launch guerrilla war
without active backing from
the peasants, and about this

there is little that is
spontaneous, nothing that is
automatic or mechanic’.

As for Regis Debray’s re-
mark that ‘the guerrilla
force should not be subor-
dinated to the party’, David-
son writes ‘they would see
this, it seems to me, as a
recipe for disaster’.

The tragic end of the Gue-
vara, in contrast to the suc-
cesses of the revolutionaries
in Guiné, can leave no doubt
that they are right.

What are the politics of the
PAIGC? According to David-
son, the leaders were to begin
with not only opposed to
Portuguese imperialism, but
were also disillusioned with
some of the ‘independent’
African states that have
arisen.

They do not want simply to
replace the colonial rulers
with a black élite.

Davidson  describes the
PAIGC as ‘a revolutionary
movement based wupon a
Marxist analysis of social
reality’.

NOT QUOTATIONS

They ecould not simply get

by with quotations from
Chairman Mao, although in
developing an independent
analysis in this way, they

would seem to have more in
common with Mao than with
those who are always quoting
him.

What the PAIGC found was
that although they were con-
fronting an European power
with modern weapons, among
some of their peoples the
social relationships had not
even developed as far as feu-
dalism.

Another  specific feature
was that in Bissau, the capi-
tal, there was a large element
of unemployed youth who had
come in from the villages, but
for whom there were no open-
ings, and who formed an im-
portant source of recruits for
the party.

What is not made clear in
Davidson’s book is the social
basis of the PAIGC itself, and
whether it has really broken
from being petty bourgeois
based and gone over to the
proletariat.

The present revolutionary,
heroic phase of the struggle
might obscure the importance
of this question, but it will be
decisive as to whether the
future African state in Guiné
lives up to the hopes of
those who are fighting.

This links up also with the
question of whether, in ‘in-
dependently’, empirically de-
veloping their theory, on the
basis of Guiné’s special condi-
tions, the revolutionaries
might pass over into a kind
of Guinéan exceptionalism
which would take away much
of the international signi-
ficance of their movement.
Real revolutionary conscious-
ness is international, both in
development and in implica-
tions.
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THE PUBLICATION
of the right-wing Tory
document ‘Black Paper
Two’ heralds a period of
wholesale attack on the
education of working-
class children and stu-
dents.

Whilst the views expressed
in the document are not yet
embraced by the Tory lead-
ership, there is no doubt they
are gaining ground.

The ‘Black Paper’ occu-
pies a similar position to
Tory education policy as
Enoch Powell's views do to
Tory immigration policy.

However, the thoroughly re-
actionary views embodied in
the document (see main points
inset) are today meeting some
strange ‘opposition’ from those
who are themselves busily en-
gaged in slashing educational
expenditure.

We refer specifically to
Labour Education Minister
Edward Short and Miss Alice
Bacon, who defended Labour’s
education cuts at the 1969
Brighton conference.

War of words

We must not be blinded by
this war of words. Labour’s
education policy is holding
open the door for the ‘Black
Paper’ merchants just as
Labour’s immigration policy
encouraged the reactionaries
inside and outside the Tory
Party.

We must say clearly—there
is fundamental agreement be-
tween the Labour government
and the Tories on the present
education system of compre-
hensive schools for the work-
ing class and public schools for
the ruling class.

Secondly, there is in fact
collaboration between the
Labour government and Tory
local councils on supplement-
ing the current squeeze on
expenditure at all levels of
state-sponsored education.

Comprehensive  education,
threatened by the ‘Black
Paper’, was not an issue at the
Tory Party conference.

Revolt

Tory big business feels at
the moment that the cuts be-
gun by Labour are the best
way to dismantle working-class
gains in education.

The ‘Black Paper’ is above

A

e
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By Mark Jenkins

‘Labour’s education
cuts encourage
" ‘Black Paper’ Tories

all an expression of middle-
class revolt.

As always, this layer of
society is squeezed between
the power of the working class
and monopoly capital in
periods of upheaval.

The middle class is being
ground down into penury and
bankruptcy by big capital and
the economic squeeze. True to
form it turns on the working
class whom it blames for its
plight.

That is the meaning of ‘pro-
tecting excellence’ and ‘fight-
ing mediocrity’ in tle ‘Black
Paper’.

The middle class wishes to
preserve its petty privileges in
the commercial and academic
world. It boasts to its big
business masters that it is
‘more intelligent’ than the
working class and needs to be
protected in separate grammar
schools where its delicate ‘in-
telligence’ can be nurtured.

Opposition

Since much of its wealth has
gone, it can now only offer
mythical- ‘intelligence’. Fence
the general opposition to com-
prehensive education and the
clamour to defend grammar
schools.

Whereas Labour’s pledge to
pass a Bill forcing a reluctant
minority of education authori-
ties to go comprehensive was
a sop to the left wing, Boyle’s
pledge to the Tories to repeal
it was a sop to the right-wing
Tories who supported the
‘Black Paper’.

The Tories and the Wilson-
ites are agreed that education
—and for the majority of
working-class children this
means comprehensive educa-
tion—must be cut as part of
the attacks on the living stan-
dards and wages of the work-
ing class.

Trained

In the post-war period of
inflationary boom, concessions
were made to the powerful and
confident working class. In
Britain this took the form of
the ‘Welfare State’—the health
service, free education and
grants for working-class stud-
ents.

° The 1944 Education Act
permitted working-class child-
ren to gain scholarships to
grammar schools and to pro-
ceed later to universities and
technical colleges.

Who are its authors?

What the ‘Black Paper’ says

The Tory document ‘Black Paper Two’ is made up of contributions from a
number of Tory educationists. Not all of them agree on every point. Here
are some of its main points from different contributors:

There are class differences in ‘intelligence’. Working class children
are born ‘less intelligent’.

Encourage birth control for ‘less intelligent’ people.

Use ‘Intelligence Quotient’ (1Q) tests to submerge ‘mediocre’ people
and allow those of ‘superior intelligence’ to succeed.

Return to the bipartite system of secondary modern schools and re-
store grammar schools on a direct grant basis. Restore fee paying
and provide scholarships for ‘poor’ children who are ‘intelligent’.

Select by examination at 13.
Restore streaming and grading.

Reliance on ‘chalk and talk’ by teachers, opposition to ‘discovery
methods’ of learning, return to basic skills of thé ‘three Rs’.

The average teacher is not ‘intelligent’ enough to use new methods.

Autonomy and less state interference in universities which are ex-
panding too rapidly.

Instill respect for authority throughout education.

Rhodes Boyson, headmaster, Tory candidate for Eccles, ex-Labour councillor. G. Bantock,
Professor of education at Leicester university. Tibor Szamuely, Russian emigre, lecturer
in politics at Reading. R. Pedley, headmaster of St. Dunstan’s. Sir Cyril Bert, Professor of
Psychology, London. H. J. Eysenck, Professor of Psychology, London. Arthur Pollard, Pro-
fessor of English, Hull. Richard Lynn, Research Professor of Psychology, Dublin. June
Wedgewood Benn, teacher. G. B. Cox, ex-army educationist. Examiner. G. Crawford,
teacher. Ralph Harris, general director of the Institute of Economic Affairs. A. E. Dyson,
examiner. Mrs. D. M. Pinn, headmistress. Max Beloff. Kingsley Amis. Angus Maude.

But the demands for skilled
labour, more technicians and
teachers engendered by the
boom made even this tripartite
system obsolete.

Comprehensive schools were
introduced to meet the new
needs of capitalism., It was
discovered that some ‘late de-
velopers’ could easily fail the
11-plus examination but might
still be trained and become
skilled later.

Not only did the compre-
hensive school overcome such
wastage of talent problems,
but it was more economic.

Instead of local authorities
having to provide facilities,
staff, buildings and administra-
tors in three separate units—

grammar, technical and ‘sec-
ondary modern’ — they need
only provide one unit and
thereby save money.

Hence comprehensive edu-
cation made some headway
even under the Tories.

After all, this was not going
to affect the children of the
upper-middle and ruling classes
who have their ‘prep’ schools
and public schools regardless.

Target

Comprehensive education is
no more ‘socialist’ education
than the nationalized British
Railways is a ‘socialist’ in-
dustry.

Whatever the cuts and changes in education for working-class children, the upper and middle classes, through their wealth, still have their ‘prep’

schools and public schools. Above:

A scene from Lindsay Anderson’s film ‘If’ about life in a public school.

The comprehensive system
has more and more begun to
house all the problems of edu-
cation in general under one
roof instead of three.

Bﬁt nevertheless it marked
a big step forward from selec-

Comprehensive education is no more ‘socialist’ education than the
‘socialist’ industry. Nevertheless it marked a big step forward from
the grammar school. Above : A sixth-form discussion.

tion at 11 and the snobbery of
the grammar school.

Now, with monetary crises
rocking the capitalist system
to its foundations, the con-
cessions of the welfare state
period must be taken back
from the working class. Edu-
cation, which occupies a place
high up in total government
spending, is target number
one.

The Wilson government has
used the Prices and Incomes
Board to hold back teachers’

pay, thereby driving many
teachers to seek jobs else-
where.

It has cut the rate-support
grant to local authorities,
thereby encouraging Tory
councils to cut educational ex-
penditure which is the biggest
item of their budget.

This has resulted in some
boroughs in sacking part-time
teachers (Coventry), reducing
the supply teaching service and
decreasing pupil-teacher ratios.

To defend the pound the
government has raised bank
rates to an all-time high, put-
ting education authorities into
crippling debt with the banks.

At the end of the first
quarter of 1969 the local
councils’ outstanding tempor-
ary debt reached £2,023
million compared with £933
million, eight years earlier.

Cut back

It has cut back the school
building programme in a series
of package deals to satisfy the
international bankers.

It has just recently abolished
the maximum limits on class
sizes and is investigating the
possibility of a six-term year
to cram students into the uni-
versities to save money on new
buildings.

These actions have encour-
aged the Tories even further.

As reported in Workers’
Press on September 30 a pam-
phlet published by the Tory
education centre, ‘Education
and Labour’s Axe’, proposes to
‘put up school meals from ls.
6d. to 2s. 6d., charge the full
price for junior school milk,
allow the wuniversity staffing
ratio to deteriorate by 10 per
cent, introduce student loans
instead of grants and extend

nursery education on a fee pay-
ing basis’. (Workers’ Press,
September 30).

Behind Labour’s cuts, and
the Tories’ proposed cuts,
come the stone-age measures
of the ‘Black Paper’.

It is a chain reaction.

Miss Alice Bacon, by waving
the ‘Black Paper’ in the eyes of
Labour delegates at Brighton
succeeded in defeating the
agricultural workers’ resolu-
tion which correctly declared
that the government’s cuts
would make this the worst
year for education since the
1930s.

In this way she uses the
‘Black Paper’ to attack educa-
tion,

This provides perfect cover

‘for the ‘lefts’ to refrain from

attacking the government.
Either Wilson, they say, or the
‘Black Paper’.

The Communist Party, too,
allows Wilson to get off the
hook by calling for unity of
‘progressives’ to defend com-
prehensive education from the
‘Black Paper’.

This presumably includes
Short, Bacon and Wilson him-
self, all ‘supporters’ of com-
prehensive education.

No dissent

At the same time Stalinists
on the National Union of
Teachers’ executive on Oct-
ober 4 sat through a meeting
which expressed ‘quiet satis-
faction’ at the Coventry settle-
ment, which resulted in 133
sacked part-time teachers and
the ‘most stringent cuts’ in
other fields of education.

No voice of dissent was
raised. The meeting thanked
those members of the execu-
tive who conducted the nego-
tiations !

The Stalinists may well find

their liberal - progressive
‘friends’ performing some
strange tricks in the near
future.

The ‘Black Paper’ was not
unsympathetically reviewed by
‘The Teacher’ (NUT journal)
October 10 :

‘Black Paper Two contains a
great deal of good sense.’

And ‘The Times’ Education -

nationalized British Railways is a
selection at 11 and the snobbery of

Supplement of the same date,
in which Professor Peters says:

‘It might be argued that the
“Black Papers” have done a
service in making criticisms of
current trends more accept-
able.’

If the teachers are not suc-
cessful in their pay claim and
Wilson’s education cuts con-
tinue unchallenged, the pres-
sure in the class rooms will
become unbearable for many
teachers.

There is not space in this
article for analysis of the
putrid philosophy of ‘intelli-
gence’ behind the ‘Black Paper’
and its authoritarian leanings.
But thousands of teachers are
coming into struggle against
the Labour government’s in-
comes policy and education
cuts.

The teachers must find their
place as allies of the working
class to overturn the Wilson
leadership in the labour move-
ment.

Only the development of a
revolutionary leadership and
the taking of power by the
working class can open the
road for the development of
socialist comprehensive educa-
tion for all and the ending of
class privilege in education.

Edward Boyle, ex-Tory Minister
of Education. .

BB.C. 1

9.38-11.55 a.m., For Schools and
Colleges. 12.55 p.m., Disc At
Dawn. 1.30, Watch With Mother.
1.45-1.53, News and Weather.
2.05-2.25, For Schools and Col-
leges. 4.20, Play School. 4.40,
Jackanory. 4.55, Crackerjack.
5.40, Junior Points Of View. 5.50,
National News and Weather.

6.00, Entertaining With Kerr.
6.25, Television Brain Of Britain.
6.45, The Virginian.
7.55, Not In Front Of The
Children.

8.25, Golden Silents.

8.50, The Main News and
Weather.

9.10, The Survivors.
10.00, Come Dancing.
10.30, 24 Hours.

11.05, Star Close Up:

Fontaine.

11.40, Weatherman.

Reglonal Programmes as BBC-1

except at the following times:

Midlands and East Anglla: 6.0-
6.25 p.m., Midlands Today,
Look East, Weather. 11.42,
News Summary, Weather, Week-
end prospects for anglers,
Road Works.

North of England: 6.0-6.25 p.m.,
Look North, Weather. 11.42,
Northern News, Weather.

Scotland: 10.25-10.45 a.m., Around
Scotland. 11.35-11.55, Modern
Studies. 6.0-6.25 p.m., Report-
ing Scotland. 9.10-9.35, Current
Account. 9.35-10.0, Corrie Fold.
11.42, Epilogue, Scottish News
Headlines.

Northern Ireland: 6.0-6.25 p.m,,
Scene Around Six. 11.42,
l;{orlhern freland News Head-
ines.

Wales: 1.30-1.45 p.m., Ar Lin
Mam. 6.0-6.25, Wales Today.
6.45-7.05, Heddiw. 7.05-7.30,
Bob Yn Dri. 7.30-7.55, Week In
Week Out. 11.05-11.30, Llygad
Y Geiniog.

Joan

South and West: 6.0-6.25 p.m.,,
Points West, South Today,
Spotlight South-West. 11.42,
South and West News Head-
lines, Weather, Road Works
Reports.

BBC. 2

11.00-11.20 a.m., Play School.
7.00 p.m., What Are The Facts?:
Ol On the Beaches, an
enquiry. )
7.30, Newsroom, Weather.
8.00, Wheelbase.
8.25, The First Churchilis.
9.10, The French Cinema: Salt-
on Jamais?
10.40, Westminster At Work.
11.00, News Summary, Weather.
11.05, Line-Up.

THAMES

11.0 a.m., Schools. 3.0-3.55 p.m.,
Racing From Newmarket. 4.10,
How About You? 4.40, Once Upon
A Time. 4.55, Lost In Space. 5.50,
News From ITN.

6.03, Today.
6.30, Peyton Place.
7.00, London Weekend Tele-

vision starts.

10DAYS IV

Westward

11.0-11.55 a.m., Schools. 1.40
p.m., Schools. 3.0-3.55, Racing
From Newmarket. 4.10, Westward
News Headlines. 4.12, Peyton
Place. 4.40, The Gus Honeybun
Show. 4.55, Thunderbirds. 5.0,
National News. 6.0, Westward
Diary. 6.25, Sports Diary. 6.35,
Crossroads. 7.0, Parkin's Patch.
7.30, Randall and Hopkirk (De-

LW.T.

7.00 p.m., Parkin's Patch.

7.30, Strange Report: ‘If You
Won't Learn, Die’ starring
Anthony  Quayle, Kaz
Garas and Anneke Wliis.

8.30, Ours Is A Nice House.
9.00, Hawall Five-O.

10.00, News At Ten.

10.30, Frost On Friday.

11.15, Hadleigh.

1210 a.m., The Church and Its
Weaith.

Border TV

2.0 p.m., Schools. 3.0-3.55, Racing
From Newmarket. 4.0, Border
News Headlines. 4.02, Junkin.
415, Short Story. 4.40, Once
Upon A Time. 4.55, Cowboy In
Africa. 5.50, National News. 6.0,
Border News and Lookaround.
6.35, Parkin's Patch. 7.30, Mr and
Mrs. 8.0, Peyton Place. 8.30,
Please Sir. 9.0, Mission: Impos-
sible. 10.0, News At Ten and
Border Weather. 10.30, Frost On
Friday. 11.15, Court Martial. 12.10
a.m., Border News Summary and
Woeather.

c d). 8.30, Ours Is A Nice
House. 9.0, The Untouchables.
10.0, News At Ten. 10.30, Frost
On Friday. 11.15, Faith For Life.
11.21, Weather.

Yorkshire

11.0 a.m., Schools. 3.0 p.m,
Racing From Newmarket. 4.0,
Houseparty. 4.15, News Head-
lines. 4.17, Once Upon A Time.
4.30, Tales From Dickens. 4.55,
Tarzan. 5.50, News. 6.0, Calendar,
Weather. 6.30, Wheel Of Fortune.
7.0, Parkin’'s Patch. 7.30, Randall
and Hopkirk (Deceased). 8.30,
Curs Is A Nice House. 9.0, Who-

Dun-it? 10.0, News At Ten,
Weather. 10.30, Yorksport. 11.0,
Frost On Friday. 11.45, Late
Weather

Tyne Tees

11.0 a.m., Schools. 3.0-3.56 p.m.,
Racing From Newmarket. 4.08,
North East Newsroom. 4.55, Land
Of The Giants. 5.50, News. 6.0,
Today At Six. 6.30, Peyton Place.
7.0, Parkin’s Patch. 7.30, Ours Is
A Nice House. 8.0, The Untouch-
ables. 9.0, Hadleigh. 10.0, News
At Ten. 10.30, Frost On Friday.
11.15, Focus. 11.45, Late News
Extra. 12.0 midnight, The Name
Of The Game.
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Fazakerle

C.A.V.

y, Liverpool

orkers

must throw out
productivity deal

A.T.U.A:
meetings

Speaker : Frank Willis
Young Socialists candidate
in the parliamentary
by-election
Friday, October 17
8 p.m.

Swindon Town Hall

LIVERPOOL

‘Unemployment and the
lessons of GEC-English
Electric’

Sunday, October 19
7.30 p.m.

Museum Lecture Hall
William Brown Street

LEICESTER

‘Wages battle, unemploy-
ment and Workers’ Press’
Thursday, October 23,

8 p.m.

Queens Hotel
Rutland Street

NOTTINGHAM
‘The Workers Press and
the fight against low

wages, productivity deals
and redundancy’

Thursday, October 23,
8 p.m.

Peoples Hall
Heathcote Street

All
Trades Unions
Alliance
conference

Motor workers’ conference
All car, car

components and
delivery
workers

are invited

to a

motor workers’
conference

Digbeth Civic Hall,
Digbeth .
Birmingham
Saturday Novembher 8
2 pm. to 7 p.m.

Write for credentials to:

R. Parsons,
21 Strawberry Path,
Blackbird Leys,
Oxford.

Conference fee: 5s. a person

A THOUSAND workers meeting outside the CAV

factory,

Fazakerley. Liverpool,

last Monday

rejected the management’s 30s. increase offer tied
to a productivity deal.

There was only one vote

against the resolution,
proposed by the shop
stewards’ committee,

which demanded a £2-a-
week increase  without
strings.

The CAV management is
demanding a savage attack
on conditions. This is con-
tained in Appendix A to
their proposed ‘productivity
deal’.

This is only the beginning.
Apparently, stewards have
been informed that there is
going to be an Appendix B,
but they will not see that
until there is agreement on
Appendix A.

Appendix A consists of ten
foolscap pages of conditions.

They strike blows at the
working conditions of every
section of workers in the fac-

Mobility

Toolmakers, setters, inspec-
tors, labourers, operators,
storekeepers, booking clerks,
are all to have increased work
and mobility.

It is proposed that works’
engineers (maintenance wor-
kers) and toolmakers relax
‘restrictive practices’.

From ‘all groups’, the Ap-
pendix demands :

‘Agreement to clean and
tidy up work-place area (in-
cluding machinery) at end of
each working-period.’

Washing allowances are to
be eliminated. The Appendix
requires :

‘The agreement to work a
full shift, any concessions re-
garding washing time to be
revoked and all such washing
to takg place in the employees
own time.’

Practicable

Setters are to move to any
section as required by super-
visors. Agreements as to the
number of machines a setter
will be responsible for are to
go.
‘The setter to set as many
machines as is practicable to

ensure maximum  operator
utilization.’
They will do inspectors’

work by accepting ‘responsi-
bility for quality and sign
control charts at specified in-
tervals’.

They will further ‘operate
machines when necessary —
short batches, difficult rectifi-

cation’.

In order to stretch the
speed up to its limit the
appendix proposes: ‘Accept-
ance of work-measurement on
all setting activities.’

. Operators

Operators are to refill their
machines with coolant or cut-
ting oil and to move work in
the absence of labourers.

The management lay it
down that, while it is ‘inevi-
table’ that some workers will
receive a greater increase than
others, there must be an ac-
ceptance of any revised differ-
entials.

Workers’ Press correspondent

CAV workers are ready to
give a sharp answer to con-
ditions like these.

There can be no discussions
on productivity deals.

They have the Lucas factory
example next door where the
workers rejected decisively
any productivity deal or
strings and a month ago ob-
tained a 25s.-a-week increase
without any conditions.

The Lucas combine is also
being hit as, for the first time,
shift workers in all four fac-
tories on Merseyside move
together for a shift allowance

increase to £5 for
worker.

The CAV meeting decided
to join workers at Lucas,
Broad Green and Girlings,
Bromborough in stoppages
every Friday until a works
conference meets to discuss
the shift allowance demand.

The Merseyside Lucas area
shop stewards’ committee has
called on the shift workers in
all these factories to stop
work three hours early, on
both shifts, on Fridays to
demonstrate their feelings on
shift work.

every

— Strike
at
Cwmbran

~ brake

factory

PRODUCTION came to a
standstill on Wednesday at
the Girling Brake factory—
part of the Lucas combine—
in Cwmbran, Monmouthshire.

400 storemen, labourers
and checkers walked out for
the second day in support of

their 25s. wage claim.
| 1,600 of the 4,000 workers

in the factory were laid off

Nickel strike
talks today

EMPLOYERS’ and union representatives are to meet
officials of the Department of Employment and Pro-
ductivity today to discuss the four-week-old strike at
the International Nickel Company’s Clydach, Swansea,

refinery.

800 members of the
Transport and General
Workers’” Union struck
work at the factory when
the management began to
operate the manning clauses
of a productivity deal be-
fore the union had signed it.

Jobs
threatened
at Tempered
Springs

A STATEMENT posted on

notice boards at Tempered |

Springs Co. Ltd., Sheffield
— announces that it has
entered into an agreement
with English Steel Spring
Corporation.

It will take over English
Steel’s heavy springs for gen-
eral engineering purposes and
hand over its motor car sus-
pension orders.

This rationalization is in
response to a depressed mar-
ket and is closely linked up
with the sackings and short-
time in the motor industry.

The statement predicts that
‘there is little chance in the
near future of demand rising
to absorb available capacity’.

The management claims
that ‘any person displaced
from his present job will be
offered alternative employ-
ment’.

The shop stewards’ com-
mittees should work to take
big delegations to the Bir-
mingham conference of car
workers called by the All
Trades Unions Alliance on
November 8 for an industry-
wide offensive against redund-
ancies, productivity deals and
the government’s incomes
policy.

The deal has already been
accepted by the five craft
unions at the factory, in-
cluding the Amalgamated
Union of Engineering and
Foundryworkers.

It contains a particularly
vicious ‘no-strike no-lockout’
clause, which effectively out-
laws any form of industrial
action.

The T&GWU has said it
will end the strike if the
status quo is restored.

Already operating

A productivity deal similar
to the one proposed at
Clydach is already operating
at Inco’s Henry Wiggin nickel
refinery at Hereford.

The DEP’s intervention in
this strike can mean only one
thing: increased pressure to
get the deal through.

Inco workers must fight to
throw out the entire deal and
reject any attempts to sign
away their right to strike.

on Wednesday and more lay-
offs were expected if the
strike continued.

The plant supplies more
than half of all drum brake
assemblies for Britain’s motor

Back fo
work at Rover

THREE hundred strikers
at the Rover factory in
Cardiff returned to work
last night after a, meeting
on Wednesday had ac-
cepted a return-to-work
formula agreed with the
management on Monday.

The strike, which began as
a protest against lay-offs
caused by a dispute in the
factory’s machine  depart-
ment, and broadened to a
demand for pay parity in the
factory, had lasted five
weeks.

More than 2,000 workers
were laid off as a result of
the dispute in the Birmingham
area and production of Rover
2000s and 3500s was brought
almost to a standstill.

Rover estimates the cost
of lost production at its
Cardiff and Birmingham fac-
tories to be in the region of
£2 million.

The company expects to
restart production on Mon-
day.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Political
discussion
worries Soviet

command

SOME of the problems facing the Kremlin in
its occupation of Czechoslovakia were revealed
on Tuesday by General Mayorov, Soviet com-
mander of the forces now stationed there.

Writing in the Defence
Ministry paper ‘Krasnaya

Zvezda’ the  General
claimed :
‘Speculation on na-

tional feeling has been
confounded. With every
passing day, more and
more people are becom-
ing convinced that the
Soviet troops are in
Czechoslovakia with an
entirely noble purpose.’

And with every passing
day, more and more people
are purged from the Commu-
nist Party, the trade unions
and leading government posts
under the regime protected by
General Mayorov’s bayonets
and tanks.

These lies are strictly for

Building industry
reflects economic
CIiSIS

By P. Feldman

FIGURES FOR 1969 may
show a production drop in
building for only the
second time since 1951.

In the first half of this

year output of new con-
struction fell 4 per cent in

real terms on the same
period of 1968.
The credit squeeze and

high interest rates have made
it difficult for builders to
obtain working capital to be-
gin new construction.

The building materials in-
dustry, too, is suffering. One

estimate is that 6,300 mil-
lion bricks will be delivered
this year, compared with
7,221 million last year..

Men are also being cut-
back.

August figures from the
Department of Employment
and Productivity show that
66,000 fewer workers were

MINERS’

@ FROM PAGE ONE

must go forward with a pro-
gramme:

@ Immediate wage increases.
Immediate settlement of the
union’s now outdated claim
of £16 underground and £15
surface minimum and a new
claim to be settled within a
month—or strike action! If

the dustmen demand £20
minimum, what about the
miners?

@ Suspend all pit closures
now. Committees of workers’
inspection must be set up
with powers to decide on the
future of pits.

@ Stop all NCB rent
creases.

What should miners fight
for now, during the strike?

Bring the wages question
into the forefront, where it
belongs.

The union branches and
panels in Yorkshire and
every area must call regular
mass meetings to plan the
strike and hammer out policy.

STRIKE

The union officials must be
supplemented on the strike
committees by equal numbers
of members elected from the
ranks.

The executive must make
the strike official and pay
strike pay.

No return until the
demands are met, signed, seal-
ed and delivered.

This will smash the hated
procedure agreements, under
which a return to work is al-
ways demanded before nego-
tiations can begin.

Every worker in the coun-
try will support the miners
because they are all in strug-
gle against the government on
wages.

Nationally and locally the
miners must appeal to other
sections of workers for sup-
port.

We ask miners to discuss
this policy.

Build in every area bran-
ches of the All Trades Unions
Alliance to prepare a new
socialist leadership in the
mines and every other union.

Buy and spread the Work-
ers Press, the only daily paper
fighting for the miners.

This is a fight against the
government and its policies.
It is a fight against the return
of the Tories, the hated tra-

ditional enemies of the
miners.
For that an alternative

leadership must be built.

Winning this strike will
help to lay the basis for that.
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NLF SINK
SAIGON SHIP

NLF frogmen blew up a
Saigon regime cargo ship on
Wednesday with a limpet
mine.

The 1,261 ton Panamanian-
owned vessel sank in Nha
Trang harbour. It was carry-
ing a cargo of tin sheeting.
Such military disasters as
these are creating the open
split in the US ruling class
on its policy towards Vietnam.

Notts.
still solid

UNION officials are trying
to sell out the dustmen’s
strike by forcing through
productivity deals as was
shown by their policy in
Nottingham this week.

The 300 men at the East-
croft depot have been out
since Monday pressing a
claim for £19 4s. for loaders
and £20 15s. for drivers.

But at a mass meeting
union officials claimed that
the only way to get more
than the 50s. rise offered to
London dustmen last week
was to accept proposals simi-
lar to Croydon council’'s; a
productivity deal cramming
15 hours more work into the
normal working week.

This huge speed-up clearly
carries with it the threat of
redundancies.

The Nottingham men must
reverse the decision to ac-
cept this line and join the
national fight for a £20 basic
wage with no productivity
strings.

employed on construction
than in August 1968.

This decline is almost
wholly due to a fall in
house building.

Recent estimates indicate
that up to 40,000 fewer
houses will be built this
year.

Leading the attack on

house building, especially by
local authorities, is the Wil-
son government,

Concerned only with the
goodwill of the international
bankers, it fights tooth and
nail to cut local government
spending wherever it can.

Landlords helped

The new Housing Act is
aimed at giving financial as-
sistance to landlords who re-
novate dilapidated property
and allows them to raise
rents at the same time.

Earlier this year the gov-
ernment began an attack on
local authority public works
departments.

Much of their work, which
includes council house-build-
ing, would have to be put out
to tender.

This policy is continued
even to the point of cynically
endangering lives.

A year and a half after the
collapse of Ronan Point,
many local authorities have
yet to start work on strength-

ening system-built, high-rise
flats.

One is Manchester, where
25 blocks still await work on
new safety measures.

It claims it cannot afford
the costs involved.

Pleas

But the Labour govern-
ment insists it will only pay
40 per cent of the costs, de-
spite pleas from local author-
ities that without more finan-
cial support thousands will
have to live in fear.

One institution that does
not lose out on the situation
is the building societies.

Assests now stand at over
£8,300 million.

One society alone, the
Halifax, has assests totalling
£1,568 million.

With hundreds of thous-
ands living in rotten slums,
while others are being forced
to pay higher rents, the
answer is clear.

The building societies, and
the land to build on, must
be nationalized under the
control and supervision of
the working class as the only
answer to the housing ‘pro-
blem’.

home consumption, where
opposition to the Kremlin in-
vasion is gathering strength.

DIFFICULTIES

He also aludes to certain
difficulties that have yet to
be overcome, connected with
‘living conditions, training,
and supplies’.

The main problem was a
political one however:

‘Our troops in Czecho-
slovakia not infrequently
have to take on the role of
ambassadors for our Party
and explain its policy.’

This can only mean that
continued political arguments
and discussions are breaking
out between Czechs and the
occupation forces, arguments
in which the Soviet troops
are hard pressed to justify
the policies of their comman-
ders and the Soviet bureau-
cracy which sent them there.

READ LENIN

Finally, and with what can
only be unintentional irony,
the General makes the follow-
ing comment:

‘Efforts were being made
to educate the Russians in
Czechoslovak history and
culture, and one unit had
organized joint readings of
Lenin with Czechoslovak
troops.’

General Mayorov should
not let his forces handle such
dangerous weapons.

Lenin all his life was a
passionate enemy of national
oppression. In one of these
readings, let us hope that
they study the following text:

‘In such circumstances,
the “freedom to secede
from the union” by which
we justify ourselves will
be a mere scrap of paper,
unable to defend the non-
Russians from the on-
slaught of that really Rus-
sian man, the Great-Rus-
sian chauvinist, in sub-
stance a rascal and a ty-
rant, such as the typical
Russian  bureaucrat is.’
Collected works. Vol 36.
p. 606.)

Lenin directed these words
against  Stalin’s  chauvinist
policy in Soviet Georgia in
1922, but they apply equally
well to the oppressive work
of Stalin’s successors, Kosy-
gin, Brezhnev and company.

The Kremlin Stalinists de-
grade Lenin in using his
name to justify their own
counter-revolutionary acts.

The Czech workers, and
the rank-and-file troops sent
to oppress them, will in time
see through this deception
and carry through Lenin's
struggle against bureaucracy
and national oppression.

ATUA meetings

BIRMINGHAM
‘Workers’ Press and the
fight against redundancy
and Measured-Day Work’

Tuesday, October 14,
8 p.m
Bell Hotel

Northfield
Bristol Road

LUTON
‘Support Ellesmere Port.
Throw out scabs’ charter.
No sackings’

Thursday, October 23,
8 p.m.

The Cock
Park Square

DISCUSSION CONTINUES :
Early on in the 1968 inva-
sion of Czechoslovakia, in-
vaders were engaged in heated
discussions with people in
Prague (above). Similar dis-
cussions have apparently con-
tinued ever since and are
worrying the commanders of
the Soviet troops still
stationed in Czechoslovakia.

By Robert Black

10P
LIBERALS
IN
PARLIAMENT
PURGE

CETEKA, the Czechoslo-
vak news agency, announ-
ced on Wednesday that
Josef Smrkovsky, leading
Czech ‘liberal’ and right-
hand man of former party
secretary Alexander Dub-
cek had been removed
from his post as chairman
of one of the two Czech
houses of parliament.

It was also forceast that
Dubcek would be removed
from his parliamentary post.

When this happens, Dub-
cek’s sole remaining post will
be as a member of the 135-
man central committee.

New law
These latest measures con-
tinue the thorough-going

purge of ‘liberals’ embarked
on by the Soviet occupation
forces with the co-operation
of hard-line Czech Stalinists.

It follows the passing of a
new law which provides for
the dismissal and replace-
ment of elected members of
parliament without the agree-
ment of the voters who
elected them.

Any rights which Czech
workers may have won dur-
ing the ‘liberalization’ period
before the Soviet invasion are
being brutally stamped out
by the Soviet bureaucracy
through puppets like Husak.

Apartheid
land law

for
Rhodesia

SMITH’S Rhodesian regime
published details of its
Land Tenure Bill on Tues-
day.

The Bill is based on South
African ‘apartheid’ principles.

Land will be divided be-
tween Europeans and Afri-
cans, making it illegal for
either to own property or
live in the others’ zone.

The actual division of the
land is also based on the
system already operating in
South Africa.

Rhodesia’s 230,000 white
population will have 44,952,900
acres, or just under 200 each,
while the 4,800,000 Africans
will be herded onto a slightly
smaller area, with just over
nine acres each.

This reactionary, racialist
dictatorship is now heading
towards a fully blown apar-
theid regime.

It is also a regime that the
Tory Party wishes to restore
full links with.

Nigerian
farm rebels

win big
concessions

SUBSTANTIAL conces-
sions to rebellious farmers
were announced on Wed-
mesday by the Nigerian
Federal government.

Over the last month there
have been serious riots in
Nigeria’s western state, with
police killing more than 60
farmers protesting against
high government taxes.

The Nigerian cabinet has
now agreed to a reduction
in the flat rate of taxation
and local officials are being
withdrawn from the villages
to the city.

The cabinet has also
promised that the state’s
cocoa marketing board will
review prices paid to pro-
ducers for next season.

STUDENTS

@® FROM PAGE ONE

The NUS leadership does
not appear in the least wor-
ried at the prospects of tight-
er governmental control over
the universities.

Indeed, they hope to take
part in the full in operating
this plan.

No doubt this reformist
leadership considers the com-
mittee’s proposals for increas-
ed student participation on
Senates, governing bodies and
academic boards to be a step
in the right direction.

Aspirations

In fact, it is merely another
way of drawing selected stu-
dent ‘representatives’ closer
to the establishment, effec-
tively damping the real as-
pirations of the majority of
students.

However, many students
will take a quite different and
much less welcoming view of
the report.

Central government jnter-
vention in the present higher
education situation can only
mean tighter control over
left-wing students and more
frequent purges like the one
that took place recently at
LSE.

The report must be fought
as a continuation of the at-

tack on students.

Foundation member
expelled by
Austrian C.P.

Workers’ Press correspondent

THE AUSTRIAN Commu-
nist Party announced on
Tuesday that it had just ex-
pelled Ernst Fischer, one of
the Party’s oldest members.

The expulsion follows Fis-

cher’s refusal to retract
statements he has made
against the Soviet invasion

and occupation of Czecho-
slovakia.

Though officially opposed
to the Kremlin action, the
Austrian Party leadership had
previously been loyal sup-
porters of the Soviet bureau-
cracy’s policies and actions.

This expulsion indicates a
move back towards Moscow
as the crisis sharpens in
Czechoslovakia itself.

Fischer has long been re-
garded as an authority on
cultural questions. His arti-
cles on problems of art and
literature under  socialism
have severely criticised Stal-
inist distortion of culture in
the Soviet Union and else-
where.

On hearing the news of his
expulsion, Fischer (who s
over 70 years of age) stated
that being a communist did
not depend on Party norms,
but on one’s attitude to the
revolutionary struggle.

He repeated his total op-
position to the Kremlin occu-
pation of Czechoslovakia and
emphasised that he would
continue to fight as a coms-
munist outside the Party.

CAR

@ FROM PAGE ONE

creating vast unemployment
and short-time working.

On the very day before his
speech, Stokes had ‘threatened
1,000 of his Oxford workers
with the sack and the Motor
Agents’ Association had
warned of considerable short-
time working in the industry
over the coming winter.

Only the nationalization of
the motor industry under
workers’ control can end this
capitalist anarchy and chaos.

This is the programme of
the Socialist Labour League
and All Trades Union Alli-
ance.
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