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For socialist policies of nationalization
without compensation and under workers’ control

Keep the Tories out!

iSt—
politically
advanced
conference

BY A WORKERS PRESS
REPORTER

THE SOCIALIST Labour
League's 12th  national
conference, held in London
at the weekend,.was the
best-attended and most
politically advanced since
the League was founded in
1959.

As chairman Mike Banda
pointed out in opening the
conference, the League has
made enormous strides in the
last 12 months:

‘Internationally and nation-
ally we have seen a completely
irreversible change in the re-
lation of class forces. It has
been a great year for the
working class and first of all
for Trotskyism,” he said.

Cliff Slaughter, delivering
the international report at the
conference, stressed the cen-
tral importance of the League’s
fight for internationalism.

‘When we call ourselves in-
ternationalists, we don’t use
that word in any vague
sense,” he said.

‘For us internationalism
means to build the Fourth
International, the world party
of socialist revolution.’

The world capitalist crisis,
he said, was going through an
unprecedentedly rapid inten-
sification.

Vindicated

The upsurge of the work-
ing class internationally co-
incided with the coming to a
head of the crisis in t
colonial and Stalinist-domin-
ated countries.

‘The Trotskyism of 1938
has now been fully vindicated.
The banner of the Fourth
International represents the
future of millions of youth.

Fraternal greetings were
brought to the conference by
delegates from the. Workers
Internationalist  League  of
Greece and the French Trot-
skyist Organization.

The French delegate also
brought greetings from Hun-
garian, Czech, Polish and
Yugoslav Trotskyists.

Introducing the main con-
ference resolution on British
Perspectives, national secre-
tary Gerry Healy emphasized
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' Manifesto of the 12th National Conference

~ of the Socialist Labour League

THE TORIES must be defeated in the General
Election on June 18. The working class must
return a Labour Party majority to parliament.
This will counter the plans of the employers,
who urgently want the Tories back in order to
‘discipline’ the workers, stop wage increases, and

impose unemployment.

It is because of the deepening economic crisis
that the election is called for June.

- The Confederation of British Industries, the

“employers organization, aud*ib. Treasury itself, have

issued grave warnings that the present series of wage
increases must be stopped, otherwise all the improve-
ments in balance of payments will come to an end,
and profits cannot be kept up. The Tories want
government office in order to strike heavy blows at
the working class.

The working class has smashed the incomes policy,
compelled Wilson to withdraw the anti-trade union laws
and pressed forward in militant actions for wage increases
to defend its standard of living against price increases.

The Tories at Selsdon, announced their programme:
increased unemployment; anti-union laws; ‘law and order’
through new repressive legislation; more use of racialism
to split the working class.

The Tories are the enemy of all the reforms won in the
past by the working class. They aim to cut back on
unemployment benefit, national assistance and the health
service and on education expenditure. They want to ‘solve’
their economic crisis ai the expense of the workers. They
want to defeat the working class in a series of strikes if
they can, and re-impose the conditions of the 1930s. They
regard the power, confidence and strength of the working
class as intolerable for one minute longer.

Voting Labour on June 18 is a necessary blow against
these anti-working-class preparations of the Tories. It will
weaken them at a decisive moment. All those sectarian
groups, when they say ‘abstain’ are playing the game of the
Tories; weakening the working class with the indecision of
the middle class. .

But we must fight, above all, for socialist policies
against the Tories. The prospect of beating the Tories does
not come from anything done by Wilson, who has betrayed
all socialist principles, but from the decision of millions of
workers to fight against Wilson's policies. This fight has to
be carried through now. It is more than a wages fight.

< Wilson, if returned, would, undoubtedly, attempt anti-
union laws. Ever since 1964 he has served the capitalist
class’s interests, and he will do so again. So the fight for
socialist policies, for socialist leadership, for the sacking of
Wilson and his cabinet has to begin now. This fight is the
responsibility of the working class under a socialist leadership.

The Socialist Labour League, in May 1969, called on
the working class to ‘refuse to be handed over to the Tories
bound hand and foot by anti-trade union legislation’.

The struggle of the working class actually defeated
these laws. So the Tories now want to get back.

It is necessary, therefore, to keep the Tories out:
in order to weaken the employers in their attitudes, and
in order to have the best conditions for defeating Wilson
and his anti-working-class policies, and replacing him
with a socialist leadership.

What is a socialist policy for the crisis, an answer to
the employers’ plans?

We say that measures should be put in hand immediately
to re-organize the economy on socialist lines.

NATIONALIZE: To start with, the banks, building
societies, finance and insurance companies and the land,
together with the big industrial monopolies and large
enterprises of all kinds, should be nationalized without

.compensation, under workers’ control.

WORKERS’ CONTROL: Existing nationalized industries
must be placed under workers’ control and all compensation
and interest payments to ex-owners suspended immediately.

Coventry Trades Council
condemns Polish coal for

IN THE presence of the
Labour Attaché to the Soviet
Embassy, Coventry Trades
Council recently voted unani-
mously for a resolution
from an ETU branch con-
demning the supply of coal
by the Polish government to
fascist Spain during the Astu-
rian miners’ strike earlier this
year.

“This act of international

strike-breaking’,

solidarity.”

lution included a number of
Communist Party members.

The mergers and rational-
izations of banks and indust-
rial firms going on at a rapid
rate in recent years, supported
and often assisted financially
by the Wilson government,
make such a task easier.

They have, in fact, become
ripe for taking over so that
Fl-anco they can become the basis

for the organization of a
planned economy in which the
needs of the people, and not

the the profits of a handful of

said
‘violates the highest

mover, ; g
principle of labour, that of ;ll?(l;ldu ctriréﬁln, would  guide
international ~ working - class | TRADE: At the same time

a state monopoly of import
‘and export trade would be
imposed.
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Those voting for the reso-

ote Labour June 18!

Editor of the Workers Press
Michael Banda speaks to a
packed audience at Sunday
pight’s public meeting on
Indo-China.

SLL PUBLIC MEETING

Workers’ action
must stop

Indo-China war

‘IMPERIALISM has tied
the whole world up into
one bloody knot. There is
no way out except the
struggle of the working
class for socialism,” Work-

.the

March demands
DATA man’s
release

THREE - HUNDRED  anti-apartheid

The marchers were demand-

demonstrators
marched into Trafalgar Square yesterday afternoon at
the end of a four-day protest demonstration from
Oxford organized by Ruskin College’s Kitson Committee.

~ LENIN
CENTENARY

SWINDON
Sunday, May 31, 7.30 p.m.
‘Theory and practice and the
revolutionary party’
Sunday, June 7, 7.30 p.m.

‘Lenin and the coming English
revolution’

OXFORD HOTEL

Corner of Groundwell Rd

Speaker: Gerry Healy,
national Secretary, Socialist
Labour League

Admission 2s

BY A WORKERS PRESS

REPORTER
ers Press editor Mike
Banda told a capacity

audience of more than 600
at a public meeting against
Indo-China war in
London’s Beaver Hall on
Sunday night.

Like  Merseyside docker
Larry Cavanagh and ‘Keep
Left’ editor Aileen Jennings,
who also spoke at the meet-
ing, Cde Banda stressed the
need to step up the campaign
for industrial action against
the war—a campaign which
had already borne fruit in the
May 1 strikes in Liverpool.

The invasion of Cambodia
and the reported Chinese
troop movements had made
this campaign a thousand
times more urgent, comrade
Banda said. :

‘Only the working class can
stop this war. We mustn’t lose
one hour to unite the work-
ing class behind a programme
for industrial action.

Major threat

‘The extension of the Viet-
nam war into Cambodia and
Laos is a major threat aimed
at the Chinese People’s
Republic,’ he said.

‘The reason the Americans
have the confidence to do this
is because they have the tacit
support of the Soviet bureau-
cracy.

‘Peaceful co-existence today
means not only peaceful co-
existence with capitalism, it
means peaceful co-existence
with every militarist and
fascist thug in the world.

Stressing the complicity of
Stalinism in the Vietnam war,
he pointed out that:

‘The British Communist
Party doesn't really want
victory for the Vietnamese
peoples.

‘They rely entirely on the
so-called goodwill of the rul-
ing class. That's why we could
not get any agreement with
them to oppose Wilson's visit
to Nixon — the same Nixon
who presides over the biggest
murder machine in human
history.’

The Americans were using
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ing the release of former
Ruskin student David Kitson,
an active member of the
draughtsmen’s union—DATA
—who is serving a 20-year

‘sabotage’ sentence in South

Africa. THE POMPIDOU govern-
Young  Liberals, Labour ment is now stepping up its

Party YS branches, Anti- attacks on the revolutionary

left in France.

A rally organized by the
Alliance des Jeunes pour
le Socialisme—sister organ-

Apartheid and the executive
committee of DATA were
represented at the Trafalgar
Square rally which followed

the march. ization of the Young Social-

Speakers included DATA ists—to commemorate the
vice-president Mike Cooley, | Paris Commune of 1871 has
‘state-capitalist’ docker T. been banned at three days

notice.

The rally was to have
taken place last Sunday in
the Pére Lacaise cemetery
in Paris, where large num-
bers of workers were shot
down by Versailles troops

Barrett, AEF assistant secre-
tary Ernie Roberts and Afri-
can National Congress repre-
sentative Bizo Mncgicana.

'TECH. TEACHERS

WANT MORE | in May 1871.
TECHNICAL teachers’ pay .
should be substantially in- ‘Disturbance’

The ban was carried out
by the Prefecture de Paris,

creased, the Association of
Teachers in Technical Insti-

tutions said at its annual con- which is responsible for
ference at Newcastle-upon- police and administration
Tyne yesterday. in the capital, on the

In a policy statement, the grounds that the rally

would have disturbed the
peace of the cemetery (!).

Such action is without
precedent except during
the Nazi occupation.

Association’s executive said
it was essential that technical
teaching should attract and
be able to retain suitably
qualified staff at all levels.

rally

It has always been con-
sidered a traditional work-
ing-class right to use the
cemetery to commemorate
the Commune, when the
working class of Paris
wielded power for over two
months. .

The rapid development of
the AJS and the growth of
its. influence among youth
and trade unionists is now
of considerable concern to
the French ruling class.

Police raid

In March, a strong force
of police raided the AJS
premises without search
warrants on the pretext of
looking for arms and the
French Ministry of the In-
terior is carrying out an
investigation in preparation
for taking action against the
youth organization.

The AJS, as well as the
Ligue Communiste (Pabloite)}

- Pompidou bans A.J.S.

and two Maoist organiza-
tions are being investigated
on the grounds that they
represent the reconstitution
of organizations which were
dissolved by government

order after the May-June
general strike.
These actions are now

aimed at isolating the revo-
lutionary youth from trade
unionists, in a period when
the gains made in 1968 by
the French working class are
being hacked away.

Reverse ban

There must be immediate
working-class action to re-
verse this ban and to pre-
vent further repressions
against the AJS and the
other organizations.

The French Communist
Party did nothing to defend
those organizations which
were banned in 1968. Where
do its leaders stand in
relation to these latest at-
tacks on the working-class
movement and its democra-
tic rights?
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' BIG ELECTION
' NEWS FOR
. WORKERS
PRESS READERS'

l DURING THE three vital weeks before and Includ-l
| ing the general election, Workers Press will |
appear six days each week.

Our Issues for the Mondays of June 1, 8 and 15 will bel
‘Election Speclals’, devoted to on-the-spot Information con-
cerning the campaign In all parls of the country and Ulster.

There will be speclally prepared feature articles for young
plzg?lle who will be voting for the first time In a generall
e on.

These will deal with the role and history of the Tory,
Liberal and Labour Partles I

The news coverage of the election will be In the hands of
our most experlenced political correspondents. I

JOHN SPENCER

will be in charge of our
Ulster reporting team,
whose special dispatches
will begin Monday, June 1.

MARTIN ZARROP

~with a second team will
be in the Midlands and the
Nerth. They will provide a
special coverage of Enoch
Powells Mowtings In oddl
tion to those of the main

party leaders.

i - PERre

PETER READ

accompanied by a third
team will report on the
London area, which will

I include the daily press

conferences given by Heath
and Wilson.

DAVID MAUDE
our industrial correspon-
dent, will continue to con—l
centrate on the
unions, providing a steady
flow of news concerning
the reaction to the election
in the factories. He will be
paying special attention toI

the witch-hunting cam-
paigns of the national
press. I

PETER JEFFRIES, our economic correspondent, will be
writing regularly about the influence of the economic crisisl
on the policies of the parties.

A special feature of our election reporting will be a photo- I
news section which is an entirely new editorial department
| of Workers Press. You will be able to see the main election
news in pictures. )

| |
| |
| now I1T's up 1O YOU |

We are absolutely convinced that our circulation can be
increased considerably during these three works.

Each reader will have an opportunity to Introduce new
readers by using our special election offer of 18 issues by
post commencing June 1 for 15s.

Get your new reader-tn fill In the form below and post It
with 15s to:

3 Special Election OHfer, Workers Press l
186A Clapham High Street

I London, SW4. . I
Please send Workers Press “from June 1 to June 20

l inclusive to : T e |
NAMB oooomeneeeeeiiieeeieinnes A

I AdAress .....cooooviiinniinnns LI L L l

I Postal order/cheque for 158 enclosed I

L e e ——— ]
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Manifesto of the 12th National Conference

Most
politically
advanced
conference

BY A WORKERS PRESS
REPORTER

THE SOCIALIST Labour
League’s 12th  national
conference, held in London
at the weekend,.was the
best-attended and most
politically advanced since
the League was founded in

1959.

As chairman Mike Banda
pointed out in opening the
conference, the League has
made enormous strides in the
last 12 months:

‘Internationally and nation-
ally we have seen a completely
irreversible change in the re-
lation of class forces. It has
been a great year for the
working class and first of all
for Trotskyism,” he said.

Cliff Slaughter, delivering
the international report at the
conference, stressed the cen-
tral importance of the League’s
fight for internationalism.

‘When we call ourselves in-
ternationalists, we don’t use

that word in any vague
sense,’” he said.
‘For us internationalism

means to build the Fourth
International, the world party
of socialist revolution.’

The world capitalist crisis,
he said, was going through an
unpre¢edentedly nrapid inten-
sification.

Vindicated

The upsurge of the work-
ing class internationally co-
incided with the coming to a
head of the crisis in
colonial and Stalinist-domin-
ated countries.

‘The Trotskyism of 1938
has now been fully vindicated.
The banner of the Fourth
International represents the
future of millions of youth.

Fraternal greetings were
brought to the conference by
delegates from the. Workers
Internationalist League of
Greece and the French Trot-
skyist Organization.

The French delegate also
brought greetings from Hun-
garian, Czech, Polish and
Yugoslav Trotskyists.

Introducing the main con-
ference resolution on British
Perspectives, national secre-
tary Gerry Healy emphasized
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of the Socialist Labour League

THE TORIES must be defeated in the General
Election on June 18. The working class must
return a Labour Party majority to parliament.
This will counter the plans of the employers,
who urgently want the Tories back in order to
‘discipline’ the workers, stop wage increases, and

impose unemployment.

It is because of the deepening economic crisis
that the election is called for June.

The Confederation of British Industries, the

~employers' organization, aud+hi Treasury itself, hrave

issued grave warnings that the present series of wage
increases must be stopped, otherwise all the improve-
ments in balance of payments will come to an end,
and profits cannot be kept up. The Tories want
government office in order to strike heavy blows at
the working class.

The working class has smashed the incomes policy,
compelled Wilson to withdraw the anti-trade union laws
and pressed forward in militant actions for wage increases
to defend its standard of living against price increases.

The Tories at Selsdon, announced their programme:
increased unemployment; anti-union laws; ‘law and order’
through new repressive legislation; more use of racialism
to split the working class.

The Tories are the enemy of all the reforms won in the
past by the working class. They aim to cut back on
unemployment benefit, national assistance and the health
service and on education expenditure. They want to ‘solve’
their economic crisis at the expense of the workers. They
want to defeat the working class in a series of strikes if
they can, and re-impose the conditions of the 1930s. They
regard the power, confidence and strength of the working
class as intolerable for one minute longer.

Voting Labour on June 18 is a necessary blow against
these anti-working-class preparations of the Tories. It will
weaken them at a decisive moment. All those sectarian
groups, when they say ‘abstain’ are playing the game of the
Tories; weakening the working class with the indecision of
the middle class. .

But we must fight, above all, for socialist policies
against the Tories. The prospect of beating the Tories does
not come from anything done by Wilson, who has betrayed
all socialist principles, but from the decision of millions of
workers to fight against Wilson’s policies. This fight has to
be carried through now. It is more than a wages fight.

« Wilson, if returned, would, undoubtedly, attempt anti-
union laws. Ever since 1964 he has served the capitalist
class’s interests, and he will do so again. So the fight for
socialist policies, for socialist leadership, for the sacking of
Wilson and his cabinet has to begin now. This fight is the

responsibility of the working class under a socialist leadership.

The Socialist Labour League, in May 1969, called on
the working class to ‘refuse to be handed over to the Tories
bound hand and foot by anti-trade union legislation’.

The, struggle of the working class actually defeated
these laws. So the Tories now want to get back.

It is necessary, therefore, to keep the Tories out:
in order to weaken the employers in their attitudes, and
in order to have the best conditions for defeating Wilson
and his anti-working-class policies, and replacing him
with a socialist leadership.

What is a socialist policy for the crisis, an answer to
the employers’ plans?

We say that measures should be put in hand immediately
to re-organize the economy on socialist lines.

NATIONALIZE: To start with, the banks, building
societies, finance and insurance companies and the land,
together with the big industrial monopolies and large
enterprises of all kinds, should be nationalized without
.compensation, under workers’ control.

WORKERS’ CONTROL: Existing nationalized industries
must be placed under workers’ control and all compensation
and interest payments to ex-owners suspended immediately.

Editor of the Workers Press
Michael Banda speaks to a
packed audience at Sunday
night’s public meeting on
Indo-China.

SLL PUBLIC MEETING

Workers’ action
must stop

Indo-China war

‘IMPERIALISM has tied
the whole world up into
one bloody knot. There is
no way out except the
struggle of the working
class for socialism,” Work-

Coventry Trades Council
condemns Polish coal for

IN THE presence of the
Labour Attaché to the Soviet
Embassy, Coventry Trades
Council recently voted unani-
mously for a resolution
from an ETU branch con-
demning the supply of coal
by the Polish government to
fascist Spain during the Astu-
rian miners’ strike earlier this
year.

‘This act of international

Franco

strike-breaking’, said the
mover, ‘violates the highest
principle of labour, that of
international  working - class
solidarity.”

Those voting for the reso-
lution included a number of
Communist Party members.

The mergers and rational-
izations of .banks and indust-
rial firms going on at a rapid
rate in recent years, supported
and often assisted financially
by the
make such a task easier.

They have, in fact, become
ripe for taking over so that
they can become the basis
for the organization of a
planned economy in which the
needs of the people, and not
the profits of a handful of

rich men, would guide
production.
TRADE: At the same time

a state monopoly of import

.and export trade would be

imposed.
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Wilson government,

March demands
DATA man’s
release

THREE - HUNDRED  anti-apartheid = demonstrators
marched into Trafalgar Square yesterday afternoon at
the end of a four-day protest demonstration from
Oxford organized by Ruskin College’s Kitson Committee.

The marchers were demand-

~ LENIN
CENTENARY

SWINDON
Sunday, May 31, 7.30 p.m.
‘Theory and practice and the
revolutionary party’
Sunday, June 7, 7.30 p.m.,

‘Lenin and the coming English
revolution’

OXFORD HOTEL

Corner of Groundwell Rd

Speaker: Gerry Healy,
national Secretary, Socialist
Labour League

Admission 2s

BY A WORKERS PRESS

REPORTER
ers Press editor Mike
Banda told a capacity

audience of more than 600
at a public meeting against

.the Indo-China war in

London’s Beaver Hall on
Sunday night.

Like = Merseyside docker
Larry Cavanagh and ‘Keep
Left’ editor Aileen Jennings,
who also spoke at the meet-
ing, Cde Banda stressed the
need to step up the campaign
for industrial action against
the war—a campaign which
had already borne fruit in the
May 1 strikes in Liverpool.

The invasion of Cambodia
and the reported Chinese
troop movements had made
this campaign a thousand
times more . urgent, comrade
Banda said. .

‘Only the working class can
stop this war. We mustn’t lose
one hour to unite the work-
ing class behind a programme
for industrial action.

Major threat

‘The extension of the Viet-
nam war into Cambodia and
Laos. is a major threat aimed
at the Chinese People’s
Republic,” he said.

‘The reason the Americans
have the confidence to do this
is because they have the tacit
support of the Soviet bureau-
cracy.

‘Peaceful co-existence today
means not only peaceful co-
existence with capitalism, it
means peaceful co-existence
with every militarist and
fascist thug in the world.’

Stressing the complicity of
Stalinism in the Vietnam war,
he pointed out that:

‘The British Communist
Party doesn’t really want
victory for the Vietnamese
peoples.

‘They rely entirely on the
so-called goodwill of the rul-
ing class. That’s why we could
not get any agreement with
them to oppose Wilson’s visit
to Nixon — the same Nixon
who presides over the biggest
murder machine in human
history.’

The Americans were using
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ing the release of former
Ruskin student David Kitson,
an active member of the
draughtsmen’s union—DATA
—who is serving a 20-year
‘sabotage’ sentence in South

Africa. THE POMPIDOU. govern-
Young Liberals, Labour ment is now stepping up its
Party YS branches, Anti- attacks on the revolutionary

left in France.

A rally organized by the
Alliance des Jeunes pour
le Socialisme—sister organ-

Apartheid and the executive
committee of DATA were
represented at the Trafalgar
Square rally which followed

the march. ization of the Young Social-

Speakers included DATA ists—to commemorate the
vice-president Mike Cooley, Paris Commune of 1871 has
‘state-capitalist’” docker T. been banned at three days

notice.

The rally was to have
taken place last Sunday in
the Pére Lacaise cemetery
in Paris, where large num-
bers of workers were shot
down by Versailles troops

Barrett, AEF assistant secre-
tary Ernie Roberts and Afri-
can National Congress repre-
sentative Bizo Mncgqicana.

TECH. TEACHERS

WANT MORE in May 1871,
TECHNICAL teachers’ pay .
should be substantially in- ‘Disturbance’

The ban was carried out
by the Prefecture de Paris,
which is responsible for
police and administration
the capital, on the
grounds that the rally
would have disturbed the
peace of the cemetery ().

Such action is without
precedent except during
the Nazi occupation.

creased, the Association of
Teachers in Technical Insti-
tutions said at its annual ocon-
ference at Newocastle-upon-
Tyne yesterday. in
In a policy statement, the
Association’s executive said
it was essential that technical
teaching should attract and
be able to retain suitably
qualified staff at all levels.

rally

It has always been con-
sidered a traditional work-
ing-class right to use the
cemetery to commemorate
the Commune, when the
working class of Paris
wielded power for over two
months. .

The rapid development of
the AJS and the growth of
its. influence among youth
and trade unionists is now
of considerable concern to
the French ruling class.

Police raid

In March, a strong force
of police raided the AJS
premises without search
warrants on the pretext of
looking for arms and the
French Ministry of the In-
terior is carrying out an
investigation in preparation
for taking action against the
youth organization.

The AJS, as well as the
Ligue Communiste (Pabloite)

Pompidou bans A.J.S.

and two Maoist organiza-
tions are being investigated
on the grounds that they
represent the reconstitution
of organizations which were
dissolved by government
order after the May-June
general strike.

These actions are now
aimed at isolating the revo-
lutionary youth from trade
unionists, in a period when
the gains made in 1968 by
the French working class are
being hacked away.

Reverse ban

There must be immediate
working-class action to re-
verse this ban and to pre-
vent further repressions
against the AJS and the
other organizations.

The French Communist
Party did nothing to defend
those organizations which
were banned in 1968. Where
do its leaders stand in
relation to these latest at-
tacks on the working-class
movement and its democra-
tic rights?

PRICE 6d.

' BIG ELECTION
| NEWS FOR

| WORKERS |
IPRESS READERS!

DURING THE three vital weeks before and Includ-I
|ing the general election, Workers Press will |
appear six days each week.

I Our Issues for the Mondays of June 1, 8 and 15 will be
‘Election Speclals’, devoted to on-the-spot Information con-
cerning the campaign In all parts of the country and Ulster. I

There will be specially prepared feature articles for young
I plzztp'le who will be voting for the first time In a general
election.

These will deal with the roh and history of the Tory,
Liberal and Labour Partles '

The news coverage of the election will be In the hands of
our most experienced political cerrespondents.

JOHN SPENCER

will be in charge of our
Ulster reporting team,
whose special dispatches
will begin Monday, June 1.

MARTIN ZARROP
with a second team will

be in the Midlands and the
North. They will provide a

© special coverage of Enoch
Powal’s JSostings I addi
tion to those of the main
party leaders.

PETER READ

accompanied by a third

team will report on the

London area, which will

include the daily press

conferences given by Heath
and Wilson.

___DAVID MAUDE
our industrial correspon-
dent, will continue to con-
centrate on the trade
unions, providing a steady
flow of news concerning
the reaction to the election
in the factories. He will bel

paying special attention to

the  witch-hunting

paigns of the
press.

cam-
national I

PETER JEFFRIES, our economic correspondent, will be
writing regularly about the influence of the economic crisisl
on the policies of the parties.

A special feature of our election reporting will be a photo- l
news section which is an entirely new editorial department
of Workers Press. You will be able to see the main election
news in pictures.

| |
| |
| now 1T's up 1O YOU |

We are absolutely convinced that our circulation can be
increased considerably during these three works.

Each reader will have an mm to Introduce new
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'Reform and

Revolution

AS WE MADE clear in
our introduction last
week, the greatest single
task which has con-
fronted the British work-
ing class throughout its
long history has been the
construction of a leader-
ship which could break it
free from the grip of the
politics of the middle
class, represented parti-
cularly during the 20th
century by the bureau-
cracy within the labour
movement.

. Chartism, the great revo-
lutionary movement of the
English working class which
reached its high point in the
1830s and 1840s was the first
and so far greatest example
of the emergence of the
working class as an inde-
pendent and revolutionary
force.

Charter

If we study this period we
do so in order to draw the
lessons from this revolu-
tionary phase in the develop-
ment of the working class, a
phase which the middle
class would so dearly like to
‘forget’ or distort.

The external details of
Chartism can be rapidly told :

The late 1830s and 1840s
saw hundreds of thousands of
workers organized in a
struggle for the Six Points of
the People’s Charter, a docu-
ment drawn up in 1837, These
now famous Six Points con-
sisted of annual elections to
parliament; unjversal (man-
hood) suffrage; secret ballots;
abolition of property qualifica-
tions for MPs; equal electoral
districts and payment for
MPs.

New force

The movement reached its
high points in 1839, 1842 and
1848, all years of acute eco-
nomic distress. After 1850 it
was gradually to decline, at
Jeast as a movement with a
mass following.

In itself such a programme
represented  nothing  new.
Similar demands had many
times been placed before the
House of Commons during the
18th century and early 19th
century.

What was new in Chart-
tism was that a new force,
the working class, was drawn
into the struggle not as an
appendage to the radical ele-
ments in the middle class, but
as a force increasingly con-
scious of itself as one ranged
against the whole of capitalist
society. :

The background to Chartism
was, of course, the Industrial
Revolution.

The period after 1750 saw
a series of industrial changes
which in a relatively short
period revolutionized the
whole of English society.

The Enclosure movement in
agriculture, which drove thou-
sands off the land into rapidly
expanding towns like Leeds

in Britain

Some pages from the history of the British
working class

BY PETER JEFFRIES

and Manchester, combined
with a series of technical
changes in the textile industry
which destroyed the old
domestic basis for production,
had, by the 1820s, begun to
create a new town-based work-
ing class, particularly in Lan-
cashire and Yorkshire.

Chartism was to draw its
main strength from these new
industrial areas in the North
as well as from those many
thousands like the handloom
weavers who were made desti-
tute by the development of
power-driven machinery in the
textile industry.

So rapid were these changes
that only around one-quarter
of the population were living
in rural areas by the 1840s;
by the same period Manches-
ter was a world-famous com-
mercial and industrial city
with a population of over
350,000, a tenfold increase
compared with the beginning
of the century.

The horrific and brutal con-
ditions which such a trans-
formation involved for the
working class were brilliantly
outlined in Engels’ ‘Condition
of the Working Class in Eng-
land 1844’ and need little dis-

FRANCIS PLACE

—a key figure in all
radical politics during
the late 18th and early
19th century

cussion, despite the attempts
of many later historians to

play down the enormous
human cost which the indus-
trial revolution involved.

But what is decisive for an
appreciation of Chartism is
that a new social force, the
working class, had entered on
the scene of history.

The struggle of the middle
class for Parliamentary reform
in the early 1830s had seen
perhaps for the first time the
entry of the modern working
class as such an independent
force. :

Although the 17th century
Cromwellian revolution had
been thoroughly bourgeois in

state and the creation of a new
state which met the needs of
the victorious class, parlia-
ment had remained largely
unreformed throughout the
18th century.

The House of Commons (as
well as the Lords) was still
monopolized by the great
landed interest. The struggle
for the extension of the fran-
chise by the town-based
middle class in the 1830s was
not therefore a social revolu-
tion aimed at changing the
structure of society, but merely
a struggle by the capitalists
for the control of the seat of
government.

But in their fight against
the remnants of aristocratic
privilege, the middle class
were increasingly conscious
of a new danger.

While, on the one hand,
they needed support from
sections of the working class
in order to force the landed
interest to yield to their
demands, they also recognized
that once called into action,
the working class might well
go beyond the limits of a
fight merely for an extension
of thé franchise for the mid-
dle class and engage in a
struggle which would threaten
the entire interests of all pro-
perty holders.

Francis Place, an ex-tailor
who later became a capitalist
and a key figure in all radical
politics during the late 18th
century and early 19th cen-
tury, was perhaps most con-
scious of such dangers.

Dilemma

He summarized the dilemma
which increasingly confronted
Radicals such as himself in the
face of the emergent working
class; writing to a friend in
1831, justifying his member-
ship of the National Political
Union (a body embracing
both  working-class and
middle-class members aiming
at an extension of the fran-
chise) he warns of the dang-
ers of a too-limited campaign:

‘The working people would
see . . . the old desire to' use
them for a purpose and then
to abandon them. The gap

between the working and
middle classes would be
widened, "the rancour that

exists would be increased, and
all chance of conciliation put
off for years. ... I am a mem-
ber of the Council (of the
National Political Union) only
because the Union includes
working people. I have some
reputation among them, and
can at times exercise a whole-
some influence over more or
less of them.’
Place and other Radicals
saw the dangers which the
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if the middle class could
retain its hold over this force
would the situation, in the
long run, be saved:

‘A great mass of our un-
skilled and but little skilled
labourers (among whom are
the handloom weavers), and a
very oonsiderable number of
our skilled labourers are in
poverty, if not actual misery;
a large portion of these have
been in a state of poverty
and great privation all their
lives. They are neither ignor-
ant of their condition nor re-
conciled to it. . . . To escape
from this state is with them of
paramount importance. Among
a vast multitude of these
people not a day, scarcely an
hour, can be said to pass
without some circumstance,
some matter exciting reflec-
tion, occurring to remind
them of their condition (and)
they scarcely ever cease, and
never for a long period cease,
to feel and to acknowledge to
themselves with deep sensa-
tions of anguish their deplor-
able condition.’

‘Absurd’
Rejecting  John Doherty’s
contention that only a Bill
would satisfy the working
class, Place told him it was
absurd to expect such a
combination among the work-
ing people as would enable
them to defeat the army and
others who would not. quietly
submit to be plundered.

That the working people
unaided by the middle class
never had accomplished any
national movement, and that
it was insane in him to sup-
pose that they could effect any
change by force.

But if Place was anxious to
retain the support of the work-
ing class as an instrument for
forcing reforms from the aris-
tocracy, the most advanced
sections of the working class
were also becoming clear about
what was involved.

A petition addressed to the
House of Lords and reprinted
in the ‘Poor Man’s Guardian’,
October 1831, made this clear:

‘Threats of a “revolution”

¢
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BBC 1

TUESDAY

12 noon Cricket: Roses Match, Yorkshire v Lancashire. 1.00-1.25 p.m.
Dyna wall. 1.30 Watch with mother. 1.45-1.53 News and weather. 3.00
Cricket: Roses Match. 4.20 Play school. 4.40 Jackanory. 4.55 Sum-

are employed by the middle
class and “petty masters” as
arguments to induce your
allowance of their measure;
but be not intimidated by
them; a violent revolution is
not only beyond the means of
those who threaten it, but is
to them their greatest object
of alarm; for they know that
such a revolution can only be
effected by the poor and
deprived millions who, if
excited to the step, might use
it for their own advantage, as
well as for that of them-
selves, who would thus not
only be placed in a less exclu-
sive situation than at present
but would also have their
rights of property endangered:
be assured that a violent revo-
lution is their greatest dread,
and, should even the poor
millions be compelled to
resort to such an alternative,
they will be as firmly opposed
to it as you yourself could
possibly be.’

GEORGE JULIAN |
HARNEY

—one of the leaders
of the left wing of the
Chartist movement

Place and other Radicals,
even before the emergence
of the Chartist movement, were
bitterly hostile to those ele-
ments in the working class
who were striving for a com-
plete break with the Radicals.
Some elements in the working
class were even willing to sup-
port the Tories, in that to give

desperate plight of the work-
ing class was producing. Only

character and had seen the
destruction of the old feudal

S

first two parts are of particular value for the
subjects discussed in these articles.
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the vote to the urban middle
classes would strengthen their
enemies and leave them iso-
lated.

Place was clear about the
dangers from the ‘most con-
scious sections of the working
class. Attacking the ‘Rotund-
anists’—so named after the
public house where they met
in London—he writes:

‘Some . of these men were
remarkably ignorant, but
fluent speakers, filled with
bitter notions of animosity
against everybody who did
not ooncur in the absurd
notions they entertained, that
everything which was pro-
duced belonged to those who,
by their labour, produced it
and ought to be shared
amongst them; that there
ought to be no accumulation
of capital in the hands of any-
one to enable him to employ
others as labourers, and thus
by becoming a master make
slaves of others under the
name of workmen. . . . They
denounced everyone who dis-
sented from these notions as a
political economist, under
which appellation was included
the notion of a bitter foe to
the working classes, enemies
who deserved no mercy at
their hands.’

One of the most important
features in the development of
the working class in the 1830s
was this growing opposition to
and hatred of the ‘political
economy’ of the. capitalist
class.

As Marx pointed out later
in ‘Das Kapital’, the years
around 1830 sounded the
‘death knell’ for any scientific
political economy, which had
reached its high point in the
work of David Ricardo.

No longer could it examine
the social relations of produc-
tion objectively and scientifi-
cally as Smith and Ricardo
had genuinely attempted; now
the whole capitalist order was
threatened from the growing
working-class movement.

Political economy, under
these conditions, degenerated
and became mere apologetics
for the continued existence of
capitalism.

In response to this degen-
eration a new school of
socialist economics developed
in the 1820s (analysed by Marx
in ‘Theories of Surplus Value’)
which used the Ricardian
labour theory of value as a
justification of labour’s right
to the whole of its product.

A feature of later Chartist
literature, especially of the
‘Northern Star’, was its bitter
attack upon the hated political
economy which ‘justified’ the
horrific conditions of early
19th century Britain as inevi-
table products ‘-of ‘market
forces’.

Place and other Radicals
who set out to court the work-
ing class were rightly con-
demned as ‘sham-Malthusians’.

Threat

‘They say we are too many’,
declared George Julian Harney,
one of the leaders of the left
wing of the Chartist move-
ment, ‘that population
increases faster than the
Ineans of subsistence. If so, let
those who work not leave the
country, and when the aristoc-
racy take themselves to Van
Dieman’s Land, and the
moneymongers to the devil,
take my word for it there will
be enough for you and me.
. Our country may be
compared to a bedstead full
of nasty, filthy, crawling aris-
tocratic and shopocratic bugs.
In answer to our caluminators
who say we wish to destroy
property, I answer that we
will not destroy the bedstead
but we will annihilate the
bugs.’

James Mill, father of John
Stuart, and a leading disciple
of Ricardo, also expressed fear
that these new economic doc-
trines would gain a hold over
important sections of the
working class. Writing to
Place in 1831 he says:

‘Their notions about pro-
perty look ugly; they not only

desire that it should have
nothing to do with repre-
sentation, which is true,

though not a truth for the
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present time, as they ought to
see, but they seem to think
that it should not exist, and
that the existence of it is an
evil to them. Rascals, I have
no doubt, are at work among
them. . . . Nobody has such
a means of probing an ulcer
as you, and nobody has so
much the means of curé.

‘These opinions’ declared
Mill, writing to Lord Broug-
ham in 1832, ‘if they were to
spread, would be the sub-
version of civilized society;
worse than the overwhelming

.deluge of Huns and Tartars.’

Place and others deliberately
tried to strengthen and encour-
age those ‘respectable’ ele-
ments in the working class like
William Lovett, leader of the
‘moral force’ wing of the
Chartists, against the attacks
which were rained on them
by the most class-conscious
Chartists:

‘As the best men in the
working class proceed in their
attainment of knowledge they
will cease to enforce their
_mistaken notions, and this will
be called abandoning their
caste by those who remain un-
enlightened; and these men
and such other men as have
power over multitudes of
other men, with sinister
objects to accomplish, will mis-
interpret to the many the
actions and opinions of those
who may have become more
enlightened, and will repre-
sent them as enemies of the
people whom they would be
best qualified and best dis-'
posed to serve. The people
will continue to be misled,
and will look upon their best
friends as their worst enemies,
and the more these, their
friends, may attempt to justify
themselves and to- defend
themselves against absurd and
false imputations, the firmer
will be the conviction of the
misled, ill-judging multitude
that they are enemies to be
shunned.’

In the next article (Tues-
day, June 2) we shall see
how the ‘physical force’ wing
of the movement was to deal
with Place and his friends.
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THERE IS a type of
‘historical fiction’ which
involves no more art than
is required to twist the
events of the past to suit
the purposes of the
present.

These productions are not
redeemed or made more
‘historical’ by attention to
detail.

I remember reading that in
producing a recent epic pro-
fessors of history were hired for
fat fees to advise on the designs
of mid-19th century Russian
Army buttons.

‘The Molly Maguires’, which
was filmed near the site of the
events it ‘relatés’, gives evidence
of similar methods.

As a whole, however, the film
whitewashes the period when the
methods of labour spies and
gangsters, frame-up and légal
lynchings, were first systematic-
ally used by American capitalism
— against the miners of the
Pennsylvania anthracite regions
in the 1870s.

While this Technicolor version
is plastered across the screens of
Europe, here is a brief account
of what really happened :

The business crisis of Septem-
ber 1873, starting in New York,
produced a terrible depreéssion in
the whole American economy,
which lasted for six years.

At least a fifth of the working
class was unemployed during this
time. Men wandered the country
in search of work, living off
scraps from rubbish heaps.

REPRESSION

For those still in employment
wage cuts were enforced with
the threat of the sack, while
- eévery report of work available
_ brought crowds of hundreds.

Yet the working class was
forced back only when it could
fight no longer.

A massive demonstration in
Chicago against unemployment
was attacked by the police, and
‘the movement only broken by
jailing the léaders and sending
agents into the organization to
sow confusion.

Everywhere employers tried to
take advantage of the depression
to break organizations, cut wages
-and hunt out militant leaders.

Nowhére did they set out on
this task with greater brutality
than in the coalfields of eastern
Pennsylvania.

Most of the miners were Irish
Catholic immigrants. The owners
had been forced, after an attempt
at a wagé-cut in 1869, to recog-
nize the Workingmen’s Benevo-
lent Association.

This was the largest union, led
__ then by John Siney, an Irish
" immigrant who had worked in
the English mines and been part
of the Chartist movemeént.

The early leaders were very
moderate men. Believing in the
harmonious co-operation of
labour and capital, they wanted
to guarantée that ‘our stock is
always worth its par value’.
Accordingly they signed an agree-
ment for a sliding scale of pay,
based on the price of coal.

The informal backbone of the
trade unions was the Ancient
Order of Hibernians, a sociéty
for mutual aid and protection
which organized many of the
Irish immigrants.

It was the descendant of the
society of the same name in
Ireland, which in turh grew out
of the revolutionary struggles
against the British oppressors.

The AOH united many of the
militants who pushed the union

leaders into action and organized .

the miners in the pits, in which
British capitalism held important
shares.

The miner-owners prepared
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caréfully to break the unions and
destroy the AOH.

They were organized under the
leadership of Franklin B. Gowen,
a lawyer and owner of large
mines and railroads. He rein-
forced theéir private army, the
‘Coal and Iron Police’ and in
December 1874 the owners an-
nounced wage-cuts of up to a
fifth and the abolition of the
minimum wage.

Faced with this the whole coal-
field struck, against the advice of
Sinéy and the WBA leaders. The
miners had little or no money,
and after a few weeks the north-
ern pits yielded and went back
to work, accepting defeat.

But in the South the strikers
held on until June.

Digging for roots, living on
bread and water, terrorized by
the employers’ armed men, they
brought to the fight all the cour-
age and bitterness of the Irish
people’s strugglé against British
capitalism.

When they went back, with
their women and children starv-

e A Iae MMMolly Maguires

the witness who
sent most of the vic-
tims to their deaths,
later became notori-
ous when he tried
to frame Big Bill

Haywood, then
leader of the West-
ern Federation of
Miners, for blowing
up the ex-Governor
of Idaho.

ing, the owners broke all open
resistance.

Wages were cut, all leadérs
sacked, weight - checking was
abolished.

Armed thugs of the employers
redoubled their assaults on
miners and their families and the
owners exulted in their victory.

The miners, their union de-
stroyed, turned to the Ancient
Order of Hibernians. It became
a semi-secret society, organizing
defence and mutual help, and
retaliation against the mine
bosses and supervisors.

The employérs, led by Gowen,
sent in spies and agents provoca-
teurs to procure the framing of
militants. They witch-hunted the
miners as ‘murderers’ and ‘térror-
ists’ in the press all over the
United States.

anthracite miners; the original
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J. Doyle and James Carral

RICHARD HARRIS.

F ‘The Molly Maguires’ starring
SEAN CONNERY, SAMANTHA EGGAR,

Directed by Martin Ritt.

CINEMA (.
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reviewer
BARNES

Employers, Church, police and
judges conspired with James
McParlan, an employee of the
notorious  Pinkérton’s  strike-
breaking organization, to send 19
men to the gallows in the years
1877 to 1879, and murder many
others ‘unofficially’.

There was never any organiza-
tion calling itself the ‘Molly
Maguires'—the name was given
by the press to the Ancient
Order of Hibernians to add fuel
to the witch-hunt,

James McParlan, the witnéss
who sent most of the victims to
their deaths, later became notori-
ous when he tried to frame Big
Bill Haywood, then leader of the
Western Federation of Miners,
for blowing up the ex-Governor
of Idaho.

The miners picked out for
execution were tried by juries
selécted from the small farmers
who depended on the mines for
their living.

‘CONSPIRACY’

The judges of Pennsylvania had
already sentenced men to jail for
‘conspiracy’ in forming a union.
The courts were' guarded by the
‘Coal and Iron Police’.

The accused were convicted on
the word of men who ‘admitted’
their part in the crimes, but
turned State’s evidénce, usually
with support from McParlan.

The main prosecuting lawyers
were Gowen himself and General
Albright, legal adviser to the
Wilkes-Barre Coal Company.

The prosécution evidence was
riddled with contradictions.

Yet, although support and pro-
test came from other sections of
the American working class, in
the conditions after the defeat
of the ‘Long Strike’ the coal
owners not only carried out their
murders, but made ‘Molly
Maguirism’ a synonym for the
violence and thuggery of which
organized labour was to be ac-

cused in a whole series of
struggles.
The ‘Molly Maguires’ were

some of the first of many martyrs
of the American labour move-

ment, .
Their real ‘crime’ was ex-
A
e -
"

plained in the coal-owners’ paper
on the day after the main
execution :

‘What did they do? Whenever
prices of labour did not suit
them they organized and pro-
claimed a strike.

Only a month after the first
hangings, America was shaken by
a nationwide wave of rail strikes,
starting with the resistance to a
wage cut in Pénnsylvania.

When 20 workers were killed
by militiamen tens of thousands
of workers took over the centre
of Pittsburgh.

The New York press called for
the ‘mob’ to be ‘shot down, but
the employers were forced to
retreat, withdrawing the wage
cuts.

In the aftermath of 1877 the

American capitalists established
the strong state and national
militia which they have used ever
since to break strikes and terror-
ize workers.

IT'S an unpleasant duty to re-
view ‘The Molly Maguires’.

The struggles I've described
are distorted into a film which is
half gangster story and half
‘psychological’ melodrama.

‘MOLLIES’

The ‘Mollies’ organize mug-
gings and murders simply in pro-
test against conditions in the
mines.

They are criminals on behalf of
their class, separated from it.
Long, colour-stuffed scenes con-
vey to us that ‘Life in the mines

THE TORIES will not be short
of canvassers this election.

The Police Federation spent
a jolly time by the sea last week
rooting for ‘law and order’ and
generally conducting themselves
in a manner befitting the Scot-
tish Tories.

While Callaghan’s former bud-
dies were adding the possibility
of shooting to the Scottish
Tories’ extensive list—including
caning, birching and electrocu-
tion—of things they would like
to do to ‘trouble makers’, an-
other 750 troops—this time com-
mandos—were packing their bags
for the Emerald Isle to ensure
that justice will be done in the
forthcoming Ulster polling.

*

According to the Ministry of
Defence, 7,000 troops are now
in Northern Ireland because of
‘the possibility of increased poli-
tical activity’—obviously some-
thing to be avoided like the
plague during an election (and
preferably at all other times as
well)!

Well to the fore in the elec-
toral preparations—while keeping
out of sight—are the civilian
commandos of the various
Special Branches, who no doubt
find the whole business rather
tiresome.

However, their contribution to
the campaign has already been
considerable.

It seems that while some chaps
were running for Parliament in
the North, others were gun-run-
ning for Parliament in the South
and this was just not on. Kissing
babies, shaking hands and gener-
ally renewing acquaintancés with
your constituents is one thing
but, well. . . .

So three cabinet ministers in
the Dail were replaced.

What appears to be worrying
Westminster, however, is the
fact that while the Foreign
Office has always encouraged the
Irish government to strengthen
its  ‘legitimate’, above-ground
sources of information and con-
tact in Ulster, they now know
that at least for the past year,
some functionaries of Irish intel-
ligence have not been playing
the game and have been indulg-
ing in underground activity in
Ulster. Very sneaky!

Even worse, this could lead to
some extremely embarrassing sit-
uations.

After all, with the British, Irish

was really hell I’, but the chief
Molly (Sean Connery) manages
to presérve a healthy suntan be-
neath his powdering of grease-
paint coal.

As backdrop to him and his
fellow Mollies hundreds of simi-
larly decorated extras trudge to
work, fill the bar, sleep between
shifts.

The producers see the working
class as nothing more than a lot
of people who work.

The focus of the film is the
owners’ spy (Richard Harris)
closely based on the real-life
McParlan.

We are invited to join him in
chewing over the moral ‘dilémma’
of his own success versus his
sympathy for the miners.

Loyalty and justice are very

different concepts, you know!
To complete the ethical triangle,
there is, of course, a point of
intense and unambiguous virtue,
in the person of a miner’s
daughter (Samantha Eggar).

ESCAPE

She wants nothing more than
to escape from the coalfields to
the Philadelphic gentility of the
middle class, and conducts a
(highly restrained) affair with
McParlan-Harris in the hope of
doing so.

But she can’t stomach it when
he convicts Connery of murder.

These are the horizons of the
film. They are filled in with
realistic violence, a sound-track
of saccharine music, lashings of

Irish whimsy and a reptilian
Welsh policeman (Frank Finlay).
A subject which goes right
back to the heart of American
history, and capitalism turns it
into a windy roustabout, blotting
out the class héroism of the
Pennsylvanian miners and absolv-
ing those who murdered them for
greater profits. . . . ?

Because they are terrified of
the class history of America.

They know that wheén that
history is understood it will put
an end to their profits, their
ipurders, their wars and their
1€s.

When the last tame script-
writer is gagged with the entrails
of the last cinema mogul, thén
will Americans be able to make
the films of their own history.

}

One cheer for
emocracy

and Ulster intelligence forces all
working to make the election a
success along with the 7,000 visi-
ble troops, some terrible mis-
takes could be made. Perhaps
we shall see a headline appear in
the press in the near future of
the following description:

‘Anarchist shot dead in Ulster
rioting.’

(While the real story, in tri-
plicate will make its confidential
way to London in another form:

(Chehind 17E Y

Another 750
troops have been
added to the 7,000~
strong army
already in

N Ireland
‘because of the
possibility of
increased political
activity’—as the
General Election
nears !

‘Agent 001 of British Intelligence
was unfortunately shot and killed
in Ulster yesterday by British
troops while attempting to inter-
vene in a minor disturbance in-
volving two other men. These
have since been identified as
members of Irish Intelligence
and Ulster Intelligence respect-

»

ively. . . .)

Capitalist democracy is a won-
derful institution, if a little
hazardous!

‘AnyAnswers’ - Prague

REGULAR listeners to BBC
radio will no doubt have heard
the programmes ‘Any Questions’
"and ‘Any Answers’ in which
mainly old Tory women from
the industrial complexes of
Little Chipping-in-the-Mould and
Greater Bumbleton open their
hearts for the edification of the
general public.

The reactionary views that
issue forth from these quarters
are usually very much in line
with current Tory thinking on
every subject and in particular
what to do about those nasty
people who won’t get their noses
down to the grindstone and
show some enthusiasm about
working their guts out in a fac-
tory for whatever wages the em-
ployer is kind enough to offer.

Apart from striking for more
money and against the attempts
of the employers to impose the
latest techniques of speed up,
workers will insist on exercising
their bodily functions during day-
light hours and even indulge in
smoking (perish the thought).

*

Here is a letter to Prague radio
sent in by a listener of no mean
standing, though definitely not
an old Tory woman.

It is from President Frantisek
Bartonik of the industrial build-
ing enterprise in Gottwaldov and
has obviously been chosen at
random from ‘Bureaucrats’ Post-
bag’.

‘Lately . . . I wondered whether
anybody had yet ascertained or
calculated how many hours of
statutory working time are wasted
through smoking,” he muses.

‘Every day it hits me in the
éye how groups of smokers stand
around talking in the corridors,
lavatories or in rooms specially
set aside.

‘These employees shorten their
working time by offering lights
to one another . . . the trouble
is that the works’ management
tolerates this rule, because the

style

management itself wastes the
biggest amount of time smoking.’

Bartonik goés on to estimate
that, if 10-15 cigarettes are
smoked each day, the loss of
smoker’s working time can be
put at 100 to 120 minutes. . . .
‘In other words, in many places
smokers waste at least one hour
a day which they sacrifice to
personal enjoyment.’

What to do about this disgust-
ing state of affairs? :

Bartonik adds that in a number
of ‘highly-developed countries’
(read capitalist Europe and the
United States), smoking during
working hours is not permitted
and suggests that such measures
should be implemented in Czecho-
slovakia also.

Smoking should be restricted
to breaks in between working
hours and works management
should not acquiesce in ém-
ployees’ hanging around in cor-
ridors and making apparent their
lack of interest in problems of
work in so provocative a
fashion (1).

‘1 do believe, however,
the whole issue is
wider,” he goes on.

‘Experience has shown that
utilization of working hours de-
pends to a large extent upon the
standards set by executives.

‘It is not without reason that
in the highly-developed countries,
the principle holds good that
morale depends on what the man
in charge is like, and . . . where
working discipline declines, it is

ot competent employees who
are dismissed but the executives.’

Bartonik, of course, does not
speak solely for himself.

The drive for higher produc-

that
soméwhat

tivity in the factories throughout
E Europe and the Soviet Union
is now stepping up in the face of
growing economic problems.

While the purgés continue
against all those who express in
any way opposition to the bureau-
cracies, there is no way to solve
these problems within the con-
fines of the workers' statés
thsemselves.

One thing is clear from Bar-
tonik’s plaintive plea.

The counter-revolutionary ele-
ments who endanger the con-
tinued existence of the national-
ized property relations in E
Europe are not the victims of the
purges, but those who now carry
them out and continue to main-
tain their grip over the economic
life of these countries, while
wistfully looking towards the
metropolitan capitalist nations
for the last word in ‘labour
discipline’.
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Pilkington strike ends but

Glass

workers’ struggle

Hospital
pay claim
lodged
this week

UNIONS representing more
than 250,000 ancillary hospital
staff are this week to lodge a
20-32 per cent pay claim on
behalf of their members.

They want the lowest basic
rate for ancillary staff lifted
to £16 10s increases of at
least £2 15s a week for all
the workers involved.

TR

WEATHER

London area, SE England,
Central Southern England, E
and W Midlands, Central
Northern England: Dry with
sunny periods. Wind westerly
light. Warm. Maximum temp.
21C (70F). :
Channel Islands, SW England,
NW England: Dry with sunny
periods. Wind westerly, light
or moderate. Warm maximum
temp. 18C (64F).

Edinburgh, Glasgow area N
Ireland. Mainly dry with sunny
spells. Wind westerly moder-
ate. Warm. maximum temp.
16C (61F).

Outlook for Wednesday and
Thursday: Little change.

NEW MID-EAST
CLASH

LEBANESE and Israeli arm-
oured forces were yesterday
locked in battle in an area of
South Lebanon.

Armoured Israeli forces,
which launched a concentrated
land attack on the Bint Jbeil
area. Lebanese armoured and
mechanized forces north of
Yaroun village fought back.

TWO FRESH disputes have now

flared up at Pilkington’

St

Helens glassworks. :

A work-to-rule and overtime ban will be in
operation when workers return from the bank holiday
to the Triplex safety-glass works today.

They are protesting
against changes in the shift
system there, announced
following Friday’s return
to work, which would
mean a loss of £3-£5 in
earnings despite the £3
interim pay settlement.

At the Cowley Hill float-
glass plant, meanwhile, Pilk-
ington’s came close to pro-
voking a mass walk-out on
Saturday by suspending a
worker involved in an inci-
dent with a non-striker.

Clearly nothing is settled
at St Helens.

Workers have quickly made
clear that if the company
wants to avoid a further shut-
down of the town’s six glass
plants it will have to negoti-
ate with the rank-and-file
leaders of their seven-week-
long strike and not with the
discredited General and Muni-
pal Workers’ shop stewards.

‘ . L]
Nailed Lid’

‘We have nailed the lid on
the coffin of the G&MWU’,
said strike committee chair-
man Gerry Caughey after
spending several hours on Sun-
day sorting the 5,000 con-
tracting-out forms filled in
during the strike.

Both the committee and
their supporters remain deter-
mined, despite Friday’s seven-
hour discussion with G&EMWU
and Trades Union Congress
chiefs in London, that they
are not going to return to the
union’s clutches.

‘They tried to get us back
into the G&MWU’, rank-and-
file committee 'secretary Bill
Cowley told the Workers Press
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ISRAELT COLUMN HALTED

The Israeli armoured
column which pushed into
Lebanon yesterday (see story
this page) was checked on the
outskirts of Yaroun after
fierce fighting near  the
southern frontier with Israel.

DIPLOMATS LEAVE
PHNOM PENH

After a three-week delay,
diplomats from China, North
Vietnam and Korea left
Phnom Penh yesterday by
plane for Canton and Peking.

These three countries now
recognise the Sihanouk exile
government as the legal re-
gime in Cambodia. (The Soviet

bureaucracy still maintains
its embassy in beleaguered
Phnom Penh.

U.S. IN MID-EAST TALKS

Italian Foreign  Minister
Aldo Moro and US Secretary
of State William Rogers held
talks devoted mainly to the
Middle East crisis in Rome
yesterday.
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not over

BY DAVID MAUDE

as members piled out of Con-
gress House late on Friday
night. ‘They didn’t succeed’.

In the seven weeks prior to
this meeting, the strikers re-
sisted threats to their jobs,
desertion by their local
officials, government appeals
for a return to work, con-
tinuous pressure from the
press and moral blackmail
from the local clergy.

Why were the employers
and their friends so concerned
about this strike?

Closing the government’s
three-day court of inquiry in-
to the dispute on Thursday,
as previously reported in the
Workers Press, Professor John

Most
politically
allvanced
conference

® FROM PAGE ONE

that the conference must take
serious stock of how the work-
ing class was to meet the de-
veloping international cap-
italist crisis.

‘The most important ques-
tion for the working class is
that they should return a
Labour government,’ he said.

The calling of the General
Election was a crisis decision.

‘The whole drive of the
capitalist class through its
press is to try and isolate the
revolutionaries from the work-
ing class,” he added.

Favourable
The struggle to return a
Labour government — while

giving no concessions to the
right wing and the fake left
—enabled the revolutionary
movement to wage its conflict
in much more favourable con-
ditions.

‘If the Tories win, the drive
will go ahead to isolate us.
There will be 4mendments to
Public Order Acts, brought
in under a desperate atmos-
phere of witch-hunting.

‘You cannot have pure
legislation against the unions
in Britain. The British bour-
geoisie always proceeds against
the unions and at the same
time against the left. We have
to be politically prepared for
this development.

‘Dialectical philosophy must
be basis of all our work,’
comrade Healy stressed.

‘If we start with the pre-
dominant fact that the work-
ing class is on the move, it
follows that all things are
changing.’

Old forms

The changes in the work-
ing class, he pointed out, be-
gan within the old forms of

development.
‘The first stirrings mean
that workers will try out

what has served them in the
past.” The adverse side of these
problems, - he emphasized,
must not be missed.

Discussing recent develop-
ments in the workers’ move-
ment, he pointed out that the
St Helens glassworkers’ strike
—*‘one of the firmest, most
hard fought strikes in the last
10-15 years’ —showed the
shape of what the working
class could do as the crisis
developed.

The problem of democra-
tization of the unions, raised
by the Pilkington strike and
by a number of other impor-
tant disputes, could not be
solved immediately, but must
become pant of a great cam-
paign for democratization.

Fresh forces

Turning to the development
of the League, comrade Healy
stressed that ‘of all the
activities which we carry out,
the most urgent is to bring
fresh political forces into our
movement. We intend to
build a mass communist party
—a party to be proud of.

‘The Workers Press has to
prepare this ground and con-
centrate on teaching the youth
that the wap forward is the
revolutionary  teachings of
Marxism.’

Wood dismissed the wages
issue at St Helens as ‘a very
small area of difference’ and
commented that ‘violence, ill-
feeling between men and
damage to the company are
matters of greater concern’.

Even ‘The Guardian’, which
usually tries to preserve a
liberal face towards industrial
disputes of this kind, claimed
in a waspish editorial the fol-
lowing day that ‘democraty
. . . has slid frighteningly in-
to mob rule’.

By Lord Harry, the lower
orders were stepping out of
linel

To understand the root of
these gentlemen’s concern it
is necessary to go back almost
a year to the TUC General

Council’s negotiations with
Wilson over ‘In Place of
Strife’.

Victor Feather’s ‘solemn
and binding undertaking’ to
do the Labour government’s
dirty work in the unions was
accepted by Wilson only when
the crucial phrase—'this . . .
will have the same binding
force as the TUC Bridlington
principles and regulations’—
was unanimously agreed by
the council.

Questioned

Since 1939, when the Brid-
lington resolution was carried
by the TUC, it has become
one of the major planks in
the bureaucracy’s programme
for resisting on capitalism’s
behalf all attempts to demo-
cratize the unions.

St Helens has called seri-
ously into question both last
June’s undertaking to stop
strikes and Bridlington itself.

With less than a month to
go before the general election,
in other words, it has served
notice that the working class
has no intention of lying down
under the plans nurtured in
the breasts of both parties
to hamstring the unions like
never before.

This previously quiescent
section of the working class
has shown the shape of things
to come in threatening to
bring the whole bureaucratic
edifice with which capitalism
has propped itself, up in the
post-war period crashing about
its ears.

These fears steeled the
£108,792,000 Pilkington glass
monopoly to lose £3.5 million
in a 50-day strike and
spurred the motor bosses into
making the most expensive
arrangements for charter-flight
glass supplies in an attempt
to break it.

Strike pickets, particularly
those at the Ravenhead glass-
works, also drew attention on
several occasions to the com-
pany’s plans for productivity
dealing in St Helens and else-
where.

Pilot scheme

A pilot scheme is already
in operation at Ravenhead
and the company has en-
gaged Professor Tomt Lupton,
from the Manchester Business
School, to develop a national
draft agreement.

Pilkington’s regard the next
12 months as crucial.

‘Productivity ?° queried one
Ravenhead picket when talk-

ing to the Workers Press last
week.

‘They’ve already got as
much as they can out of us.
What they’re really after is
jobs!’

With the decline of the coal
industry—the last St Helens
pit, Ravenhead colliery, shut
in 1967—glassmaking is the
dominant industry in the
town, employing almost a
third of the labour force.

Unemployment, which many
glassworkers believe must be
the inevitable consequence of
Pilkington’s plans, is thus a
source of very real fear; the
local rate 1is already far
higher than the national aver-
age.

It is an issue which must
not be buried by the return
to work.

Not simple

There is no simple solution
to the basic questions raised
at St Helens.

The fight for democratiza-
tion of the trade wunions is
fundamental to the fight
against the employers’ anti-
union, productivity - dealing
plans. Support for the Pilk-
ington glassworkers from trade
unionists throughout Mersey-
side and S Lancashire remains
essential.

Renewed disputes at the
Triplex and Cowley Hill
works demonstrates that the
struggle is by no means
finished.

@ Bridlington and the
struggle for union democracy
on the docks, in the car in-
dustry and at Pilkington’s will
be the subject of a special
feature article in Workers
Press later this week.

One of the many meetings of
glass workers in St Helens.

Otis
engineers
oppose

speed-up
BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT
ENGINEERS from Liver-
pool’s Otis Elevator plant
are to lobby the city's
Amalgamated  Engineers’
and Foundryworkers’ dis-
trict committee this week
about the three-year job-
evaluation agreement pro-

posed by the factory’s
management.
The agreement, although

accepted by a mass meeting
last week, is being opposed
by several key sections and
the company faces serious
trouble if it attempts to
force these workers into line.

At least four departments
—including the toolroom, the
electricians and the machine
shop—refused to attend the
meeting.

Another two walked out
after informing the convenor
that they were not prepared
to accept a situation in which
new starters would be work-
ing for £1 less than the exist-
ing rate were the agreement
accepted.

The engineers, who claim
that a senior steward has
signed the agreement in
breach of the union’s con-
stitution, are to demand that
the district committee hears
their objections to the pro-
posed deal.

‘It has already kicked back
an agreement at Lockheed’s
because it attacks tea-breaks’,
one steward told the Workers
Press. ‘The same should hap-
pen at Otis.’

CAMBODIAN PLEA
10 US TROOPS

Please

stay!

US TROOPS are to be asked to remain in
Cambodia after Nixon’s June 30 deadline, it was
announced at a press conference in Phnom Penh

yesterday.
This was stated by the

right-wing regime’s Foreign
Minister, Yem Sambaur.

President Nixon will be
asked to keep his forces in
Cambodia ‘until the end of
the war’.

He added that troops of
the US puppet regime in
Saigon would be welcome to
stay in Cambodia, even after
the Americans had pulled out.

Even the most optimistic
military spokesmen have given
up all hope of uncovering the
illusive NLF ‘central office’ in
the ‘Parrot’s Beak’ and ‘Fish
Hook’ regions.

PRETEXT?

An invitation from Nixon's
puppet regime in Phnom Penh
to extend the war deep into
Cambodian territory, along-
side the rampaging Saigon
army, could serve as a ‘legal’
pretext for a new escalation
of Nixon’s Indo-Chinese war.

Wo}Iers
action

©® FROM PAGE ONE

the latest most modern in-
ventions of human ingenuity
to carry out organized bar-
barism in Vietnam.

But with all their com-
puters they were unable to
match the Vietnamese, Cam-
bodian and Laotian peasants.

‘Imperialism has been fight-
ing the wrong war in the
wrong place and at the wrong
time since the beginning of
this century and they have
never yet defeated the colonial
peoples,’” he added.

£178 10s 4d was collected
at the meeting towards the
£5,000 fund for the Workers
Press.

Sihanouk
for
N Vietnam

Norodom Sihanouk, leader of
the Cambodian exile govern=-
ment, will visit N Vietnam in
the near future, it was an-
nounced in Hanoi yesterday.
He is currently staying in
China.

ALL TRADES
UNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

SW LONDON
Tuesday, May 26, 8 p.m.

Princes Head
Falcon Road, SW11

Mani
Yote
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The inflow of luxury
imports for the rich would
come to an end. Trade agree-
ments with the workers’
states (USSR, E Europe,
China) and other countries in
the course of economic de-
velopment would be made.

INVESTMENTS: The im-
mense investment held over-
seas by British banks,
insurance houses, big corpora-
tions and wealthy individuals
would be brought immediately
under the supervision and
control of the state.

DEBTS: All international
short-term debts contracted
for the defence of capitalism
would be repudiated. All
military expenditure incurred
to protect the world position
of British ‘imperialism would
be stopped and all troops
withdrawn from foreign and
colonial countries.

In this way the balance of
payments  problem, which
results inevitably from the
international monetary crisis,
would be shown to be a
product of capitalism.

Undoubtedly, however, such
measures would cause a sharp
aggravation of the crisis
elsewhere and precipitate in-
tensified struggle between the
classes internationally.

It is only by making deep
inroads into capitalist wealth
and property that the source
of the crisis can be removed.
The idea that there is a
solution of the crisis which
leaves the capitalists’ interests
untouched is an illusion.

In fact it leads to the kind
of attacks on working-class
living standards and wages
which the Wilson government
has perpetrated and which
would become even more
vicious under the Tories.

esto: Keep the Tories out!
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COMPENSATION :  Foreign
capitalist investments in
Britain would also come un-
der the control of the state.
Any question of compensation
payments would be considered
only after the domestic pro-
gramme to meet the crisis
was paid for.

Such compensation would,
in any case, be paid only
against guarantees of trade
agreements and guarantees of
no action by foreign capitalist
governments against national-
ized British companies in
their countries.

Such measures would neces-
sarily bring to an end the
activities of the Stock
Exchange and all speculators
and profiteers. The power of
the capitalist would be
broken.

An immense example would
be given to workers in other
countries.

Once the result of these
measures were seen, workers
would never again want to
see the Tories back, since
this would mean the return
of the capitalists and land-
lords.

The carrying out of these
policies would also neces-
sarily mean the repeal of
the anti - working - class

legislation of the Wilson
government.
The Prices and Incomes

Act must be repealed, as will
all laws against the trade
unions.

The Immigration Act would
be repealed.

All charges in connection
with the Health Service would
be abolished.

All the cuts made in social
services, housing and educa-
tion would be restored.

HEALTH SERVICE: Mea-
sures would immediately be
put in hand to re-organize
and expand the Health Service
and all the social services.

Nationalization of banks, major industries, build-

ing societies and the land, under workers’ control
and without compensation!

Cambodia!

Socialist policies to defend the unions and stop
the rise in the cost of living!

No return to the 1930s!

Withdraw all troops from abroad!

End all support for the US war in Vietnam and

No to the European Common Market! For the
Socialist United States of Europe!
No return of the Tories! Vote Labour!

May 25, 1970

ASSISTANCE: An attack
would be launched against
poverty by raising benefits,
abolishing the system of
National Assistance with its
prying and probing and en-
abling all elderly people to
spend the rest of their lives
free from material anxiety.

HOUSING: The whole build-
ing trade and the massive
technological means now
available would be mobilized
to deal with the housing
crisis and make possible the
organization of housing as a
social service. .

Free from landlordism and
the interest racket, a plan to
end the slums, re-build the
cities and provide a reason-
able standard of housing for
all would be put in hand as
a matter of priority.

Immediate re-housing of the
homeless in the mansions and
luxury homes of the rich.

Sections of industry could
be re-organized to turn over
from war production and the
manufacture of luxuries for
the rich, to producing housing
components and the basic
equipment of living.

SCHOOLS AND HOSPITALS:
A special attack would be
made on sub-standard school
buildings. A plan would be
drawn up for re-building and
expanding hospitals and pro-
viding special facilities now
non-existent or deficient.

Funds would be made
available for medical research
and to end the present shame-
ful dependence on appeals for
charity.

INSURANCE AND PEN-
SIONS: All increases in in-
surance and pension charges
will be cancelled. The funds
will be re-couped out of levies
on the wealthy and after-
wards maintained by direct
charges on production each
year.

Considerable savings will
thus be possible in adminis-
tration costs.

RENTS, RATES AND
TAXES: Rents, rates, taxes
and interest rates will come
under state control. Interest
rates, severed from the inter-
national finance market by
the monopoly of foreign trade
and control of exchange tran-
sactions, would be lowered.

This would permit mortgage
rates on housing to be dras-
tically reduced. Purchase tax
would be abolished, income
tax on low and middle wages
would be reduced and revenue
raised from the wealth ex-
propriated from big business.
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All these charges would
come up for revision in
accordance with the general
needs of a socialist financial
policy and would be freed
from the manipulations of
speculators and the banks.

A genuinely socialist
Labour government would
thus be pledged to carry-
ing through a policy in the
interests of the working
class, aiming at a transition
to socialism.

Such a policy would require
and obtain the support and
co-operation of the class and
its organizations and deter-
mined resistance to all those
seeking to maintain or restore
the old order.

INDO-CHINA: All support
for the US imperialists’ war
in Cambodia and Vietnam
must cease immediately, and
relations must be established
with N Vietnam.

TROOPS: All British troops
must be removed from N Ire-
land and all overseas
territories.

NATO AND UNO: A socialist
government would unhesitat-
ingly sever all connections
with NATO — counter-revolu-
tionary alliance—and with the
UNO—docile tool of imperial-
ism. There must be no more
secret diplomacy or participa-
tion in summit meetings of
the Big Four. g

Without this programme,
domestic and foreign, there
could result only large-scale
unemployment, cuts in the
welfare state and impoverish-
ment.

The Socialist Labour
League and the Young
Socialists have always

fought for such a socialist
policy and to build an
independent socialist leader-
ship fighting on all working-
class issues.

Many workers will
Labour with illusions.

Basically they will vote in
the belief that the experience
of the last two years can be
continued i.e., that no matter
how treacherous Wilson is,
militant union action can still
preserve living standards.

This illusion will be shat-
tered by experience, as Wilson
returns to the attack and the
economic crisis plunges down-
wards. Already many workers
—as in shipbuilding, civil
aviation, and the docks—have
had to raise nationalization
as the only answer to their
future security.

Despite the dangers in
capitalism of depression
and war, the situation is
favourable for the working
class. .

The employers are forced
to attempt to destroy the
independence of the unions,
but they must do so against
a strong, confident and un-
broken working class which
will resist.

The election of a Labour
goyernment creates the best
conditions for this fight back
and for the defeat of the
capitalists. It is not a ques-
tion, as the Stalinists main-
tain, of ‘pressure’ to ‘turn
Wilson left’.

The task of socialists is to
mobilize the maximum oppo-
sition to the Tories, before
and after the election, on all
fronts, political and industrial.
This means above all to fight
for independent socialist
policies; build the circulation
of the Workers Press; build
the alternative leadership: the
Socialist Labour League and
the Young Socialists.

This is the essential pre-
paration for the coming
revolutionary struggles.

vote

Ben Salah
jailed to

~ justify
policy
switch

AHMED BEN SALAH, ex-
Minister of Economy, Planning
and National Education in
the Tunisian regime of Presi-
dent Bourguiba, has been
jailed for ten years after a

week-long trial with  six
‘accomplices’ on a number of
serious charges, including

‘high treason’ and ‘plotting
against the security of the
state’.

As we pointed out in last
Tuesday’'s Workers Press, the
main targets of the trial were
the co-operatives and the col-
lective farms for which Ben
Salah, the leading reformer in
Bourguiba’s government, was
mainly responsible.

Bourguiba reversed the
policy in the autumn of last
year, a few weeks after a
World Bank report on the
Tunisian economy  which
roundly condemned it.

Ben Salah was dismissed
last September and subse-
quently arrested.

At the present moment the
co-operative and  collective
movement has been almost
entirely destroyed and much
of the land sold to private
landlords.

Ben Salah’s trial, therefore,
had to provide the political
justification for this teaction-
ary about-turn of policy.

Last week the prosecution
brought forward a series of
witnesses, mainly peasants and
small shopkeepers, to describe
how they had suffered under
Ben Salah’s policies.

In the specially-convened
High Court in Tunis, these
poverty-stricken men described
how they had been forced in-
to jobs they did not know
and how crops and olive trees
had been destroyed.

Another explained how he
had had five years of drought,
with the rains only coming
after Ben Salah was dismissed.

Despite the fact that Ben
Salah has said he is shocked
beyond measure to discover
the effect of his policies,
serious doubts arise in every-
body’s mind about this ‘trial’.

For a start, if the efforts of
his policy were so disastrous,
why was nothing heard of it
for four years, and what re-
sponsibility had other govern-
ment members for this?

The real target of the pro-
secution is the poor peasants
and workers of Tunisia, who
are still to be kept under the
thumb of Tunisian and foreign
capitalism, and the real co-
prosecutor is Robert
McNamara, ex-US Defence
Secretary and now head of
the World Bank.

Brazilian Trotskyists jailed

THE MILITARY dictator-
ship of Brazil pushes on
with its round-up of poli-
tical opponents.

Among those recently
seized by the police are five
members of the Revolution-
ary Workers Party of Brazil
—Wili Alberto Brankas,
Alexandre Schneider, Lucio
Borges, Vito Antonio Leti-
zia, and Nava Helena Nau-
mann.

They are accused by the
police of being part of a
‘national subversive organ-
jzation carrying out acts
against the state’ from bases
in a number of towns in-
cluding Pernambaco, Sao
Paolo, Ceara, Bahia and

Rio Grande do Sul.

These comrades are among
thousands of revolutionaries,
militants and even demo-
crats held in Brazilian jails,
often without having charges
brought against them.

Reports from one of the
most notorious prisons, on
the ‘Isle of Flowers’, have
called forth protests from
all over the world, forcing
even the Pope to speak out.

But in addition to the
official forces of the state,
the government encourages
right-wing terrorist squads,
with names such as ‘Com-
munist-hunting Commando’
and ‘Death Squadron’.

The Brazilian government

carries out its repressions
with the full consent of
American and European
imperialism, both of which
have large holdings in the
country.

Fleury, head of the Bra-
zilian political police, has
recently visited France to
‘inquire’ into the activities
of Brazilians in Europe.

The European Ilabour
movement must prepare to
defend their brothers in
Latin America, forced to
face the most cruel and vio-
lent repression as the inter-
national crisis of imperialism
drives the native. ruling
class and its imperialist
backers to fascist methods.
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