SOGAT and SLADE are right

Wage fight must

o0 on despite
election

BY A POLITICAL REPORTER

BEHIND THE ELECTION speechmaking of
both the Labour and Tory leaders there is unani-
mous agreement that the drive for more wages

Ulster Unionists
face three losses

must be halted.

Both sides are opposed
to the working class de-
fending its standard of
living whilst they go on
paying lip service in op-
position to the consider-
able increase in the cost
of living.

It is the conflict between
rising prices and the trade-
union struggle for more
wages which lies at the

_heart _of the _ecopomic .

crisis.

It is also the centre of
election policy and cannot be
evaded. Indeed, if the election
is not about living standards

* what is it all about ?

Workers are going to vote
Labour because they believe
this is the best way to im-
prove their wages and living
standards and not out of so-
called loyalty to Wilson.

Right

They know that the Tories
represent the employers and
as such are opposéd to all
wage increasés.

SOGAT and SLADE were
absolutely right to press
home their just demands
‘regardless of the election.

Their action was entirely in
the interests of the working
class.

They seized the best pos-
sible opportunity to weakén
the employers just before the
election. If they left it later
it would be more difficult.

This is good trade union-
ism.

Catch the employer at his
weakest and force him to give
up as much money as possible.

This is not going to lose
Labour any worthwhile votes.

Rather, it will strengthen
the militancy of every trade
unionist, and prepare them
all the better for the politi-
cal struggles that lie ahead.

No tears

No one should shed any
tears over the fate of the Tory
préss barons.

Let them scream as much
protest as they like against
Labour.

They would have done that
in any case and it is good to
see that they will now have
to pay a little more- for the
doubtful pleasure of helping
their Tory Party friends.

Included ?

It was the ‘Sun’ as the
organ of the latest tycoon to
hit Fleet St which said to its
readers on the day the elec-
tion was announced: ‘We're
on your side.

We wonder if print workers
are now included in this
category.

NEW SICK
NOTES PLAN

SPECIAL forms are beirg sent
to 800 social security offices
to overcome the threatened
doctors’ ban on signing sick-
ness benefit certificates, Secre-
tary for Social Services Mr
Richard Crossman said yester-
day. Unfit workers would
have to write to the offices to
obtain a form, he said.
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By our special reporter In
Ulster JOHN SPENCER

THE ULSTER Unionist Party
faced the likely loss of at
least three of its ten seats in
Westminster after nomina-
tions for the General Elec-
tion in N Ireland closed.

The Labour Party threatens
its position in two Belfast

constituencies, North and
R sy
In addition, as already

reported in Workers Press,
the Marquis of Hamilton
seems likely to go down
defeated in - Fermanagh and
S Tyrone, where he is op-
posed by ‘unity’ candidate
Frank McMannus. )

In N Antrim the Rev Ian
Paisley’s Protestant Unionist
Party is tipped to take the
seat from the sitting member,
Unionist Henry Clark.

The ‘anti-Unionist’ vate is
split.

Two of the 12 Ulster seats
are already held by anti-
Unionists: Gerry Fitt (Rep
Lab) in Belfast W and Ber-
nadette Devlin (Ind) in Mid-
Ulster.

Straight contest

Fitt is once again fighting a
straight contest with the
Unionist, while in Mid-Ulster
the . situation has been com-
plicated by the intervention
both of former Paisleyite
Ronald Bunting (Democratic
Unionist) and a former mem-
ber of the Devlin campaign
team, Michael Cunningham
(Ind), a local farmer.

Particular interest centres
on the N Belfast seat which
includes some of the worst
slums in Europe and has been
a centre of conflict between
workers and police and troops
over recent weeks.

There, the Unionist member
Stratton Mills faces two other
pro-Unionist candidates in
addition to the Labour candi-
date Jack Sharkey.

The Paisleyite Stormont MP
Rev William Beattie handed in
his nomination paper on Mon-
day as did Jack McKeague,
right-wing leader of the Shan-
kill Defence Committee.

Both these candidates are
likely to take votes from Mills,
who had a 6,964 majority over
Sharkey in a straight fight in
1966.

Sharkey—who pays fulsome
tribute to the role of British
troops in ‘saving Ulster from
chaos’ last autumn—was de-
lighted with the line-up when
I saw him at his Crumlin Rd
committee rooms on Monday
afternoon.

‘This means we have a good
chance of wresting the seat
from the Unionists,” he said.

Wainwright

HUSSEIN
ATTACKS
GUERRILLAS

BY A
CORRESPONDENT

JORDANIAN forces under
the command of King Hussein
treacherously attacked Pales-

tinian commando units yester-

day on the outskirts of
Amman. . )
Various reports confirm

that this was the biggest en-
counter vyet between Arab
guerrillas and the forces of
the Fuedalist Jordamian
monarchy.

Army commanders are pull-
ing back troops from the
Israeli front to concentrate
their attacks on the com-
mandos, who have the active
backing of the Jordanian
workers and peasants.

As in Lebanon, the national
struggle against Israel and its
imperialist backers contains
within it the seeds of revolu-
tion against the forces of
Arab reaction and feudalism.

speaks to a 13-strong audience in Luton.

‘Morning Star’ assistant
editor speaks to dull

THE RUSSIAN government’s
continued recognition of the
anti -communist -regime in
Cambodia and their refusal to
withdraw their embassy from
Phnom Penh was déscribed as
‘quite logical’ by the assistant
editor of the ‘Morning Star’,
Mr William Wainwright at a
Luton meeting.

‘Russia has some kind of
government office in Greece,’
said a smiling Mr Wainwright
to an audience of 13 gathéred
to support Party candidate for
Luton Dr Tony Chater.

‘They have to have an em-
bassy in Cambodia as a base
from which they can operate
in that country. Persomnally I
think this position is quite
logical.

Own business
‘It is not for me to offer
advice to the Russian govérn-
ment. What they do is their
own business,” he added.

TORY candidate for Blyth
Mr Tony Blackburn issued
a statement  to ‘protest at
the interruption of my elec-

tion campaign’ by the
miners’ picnic due to take
place at Bedlington on
Saturday.

He also asked for conm-
firmation that the cost of
the picnic would be in-
cluded in the elections ex-

BY A WORKERS PRESS
REPORTER

penses of the Blyth Labour
candidate, Mr Edward
Milne.

A leading official of the
Northumberland area of the
National Union of Mine-
workers, which has organ-
ized the picnic for more
than 90 years, said the

Miners upset Blyth Tory

gathering would go ahead
as usual.

The Tories are angry at
the decision of the
Northumberland NUM to
allow Mr Anthony Wedg-
wood Benn, Minister of
Technology — whose criti-
cisms of Powell last week
sparked off a national row
— to speak at the miners’
picnic.

meeting

‘The Russians do not recog-
nize the present regime. Nor
do théy recognize the forces
fighting to overthrow it.’

Wainwright, notorious for
his vicious anti-Trotskyism
during the 1930s and 1940s,
said all this after he had
praised the Russians for ‘help-
ing the people who are fight-
ing for liberation all over the
world’; after he had described
the coup quite correctly as
ClA-inspired ; and after he
had paid tribute to the cour-
age of those fighting imperial-
ism in SE Asia.

Treacherous

The Party's approach to
home issues in the election
was revéaled at the meeting
as equally treacherous,

They preach the ‘limitation’
of the power of big business

This, said Dr Chater, who,
like Wainwright, is on the
CP’s national executive, meant
first of all fighting against
anti-trade union législation
and for more democracy,
changing the boards of the
nationalized industries and
not going into the Common
Market.

Later the question of public
ownership could be ap-
proached.

They also want workers to
believe that the wishes of the
‘majority’  expressed through
patrliament would be sufficient
to force big business to
abandon their lucrative assets
to the people.

‘We forced a retréat on the
anti-trade union legislation,
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Anti - Powell demonstrators
shont ‘Sieg Heil’ at Powell
supporters,

The daily organ of the

Central Committee of the
Socialist Labour League

v

Oxford carworkers listening to Evan Luard outside the British-
Leyland factory yesterday.

B-Leyland men warn
Labour candidate

‘We won’t have
shackles on unions’

BY PETER READ

LABOUR candidate Evan
Luard tried to smooth talk
away all the problems in
front of the working class
as he defended the Wilson

Powell draws

A ‘LAW-AND-ORDER'’
tirade from Enoch Powell
set the tone for his second
evening of election meet-
ings in Wolverhampton.

Visibly rattled by the anti-
racialist slogans shouted
throughout the second meet-
ing by a group of 50 youths,
Powell declared:

‘The determination to des-
troy the wishes of the majority
lies behind that thing of
which you have seen the
extreme tip in the tiny exhibi-
tion outside this hall.’

To the frenzied delight of a

predominantly Tory audience,
he comtinued:
. ‘T ask you to recognize in
its early stages the beginnings
of something which could
threaten all that we love and
desire to keep as surely as
they were threatened by
fascism in the 1930s.’

Full plans

This opening blast for capi-
talist ‘law and order’ prepared
the ground for a full exposi-
tion of the Tories’ plans for
making the working class pay
for the crisis,

@ Housing: ‘No justification
for paying a subsidy on every
council house . . . We should
allow genuine prices to work
in houses and everywhere
else’ and then look for ‘a
decent minimum level’,

® Development areas: ‘It is
not in anybody's interest to
keep industry going in a place
not suited to it.’

@ De-nationalization: Steel:
‘If 1 can persuade my party to
do so I shall’ And aitlines?
‘Early action, beneficial action,
can be taken.’

@ Foreign aid: ‘It does more
harm than good - to that
country . . . It is a fool who
thinks that the development
of Nigeria is the responsibility
of this little group of islands
in the North Sea. We
developed ourselves . . . It
depends on the will to do
something—to save, to invest,
to work.’

@® Productivity: ‘The object of
every nation is to increase the
amount of wealth that the
worker produces . .
saving is the source of wealth.’

@ Minimum wage: ‘I don't
see any purpose in defining a
level below which a worker is
poorly paid.’

@® Immigration: ‘If you intro-
duce into an advanced eco-
nomy large numbers of addi-
tional unskilled workers,
instead of having more invest-
ment, you will have less
[money in your pockets].'
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. Labour

aside

BY MARTIN ZARROP

Immigration over the last 15

or 20 years been an
‘ec onomic disadvantage’.
Immigrants were ‘never in-

vited’,

‘I do mot have a policy of
repatriation  different from
that of my Party . . . generous
assistance to all Common-
wealth citizens who wish to
return to their countries of
origin.’

@® East of Suez: ‘A brigade
and a squadron or two of air-
craft’ subject to agreement, of
course. )

Powell’'s reactionary mes-
sage is plain.
. The massive burden of the
imperialist crisis and the
bankruptey of British capital
is to be met in full by the
working class in Britain and
elsewhere through mass un-
employment, super exploita-
tion, the destruction of the
social services and poverty.

This is the Tory programme.

In Britdin, the key to its
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government’s policies be-
fore an audience of British-
Leyland Oxford workers
yesterday.

But faced at the factory-
gate meeting with a clear-cut
question on whether he would
oppose the re-introduction of
the measures in the notorious
anti-union White Paper ‘In
Place of Strife’, Luard refused
to commit himself.

The White Paper, he
claimed, was ‘not a legal
system against the unions’ and
five-sixths of its provisions
were to strengthen the unions.

‘Ballots’

He even went on to claim
that, contrary to the experi-
ence of every trade unionist,
ballots before strikes and
what' he termed ‘conciliation
pauses’ would not weaken the
unions in any significant way.

Luard said that he could
not give a ‘categorical’ answer
for ‘hypothetical’ situations—
an obvious escape clause for
supporting Wilson on all
future occasions.

Supported

Workers pointed out later
that Luard had in fact sup-
ported Wilson and his White
Paper up to the hilt.

Luard trotted out the by
now familiar hocus-pocus that
the government had ‘learned
its lesson’ on anti-union laws.

He added that the strength
of the balance of payments
made it ‘very unlikely’ that
anti-union legislation would
be seen again.

The boom, he thought, ‘was
beginning to take effect’. This
was greeted with scepticism.

One man commented that
the Labour government was
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I many for the first time.

It is vital that they become acquainted with the revolu-

tionary Marxist point of view.

This is the
time to raise
sales of
Workers Press

lBETWEEN NOW and the general election tens of thousands
of people, young and old, will be introduced to politics,

I We have made extensive plans in order to do this. They I

include :

@ Display advertising
l @ Poster adverllsing.

@ Handblll distributlon outside factorles and unliversities. I
@ A speclal 15s election offer for 18 Issues (June 1 to 20)

post-pald (see page 4).

I @ Public meetings In all the main centres.
@ A speclal Workers Press news film of the electlon. l

We need your help. Please fill thls form In without delay.

I | want to help the Workers Press raise its circulation: I

Post to: Clrculation Department, Workers Press, |
186A Clapham High Street, London, SW4.

Or telephone :
T =iy EEEES pasted N o e ARG

01-720-2000.

PRICE éd.

ELECTION
PRESS
CONFERENCES

Print
dispute
casts
shadow

By our Industrial reporter
SOGAT and SLADE were
not represented at the
Labour " and Tory press
conferences yesterday
morning, but their strike
certainly hung very heavily
in the air.

Once again, the cold light
of class realities was turned
on the Parties’ industrial rela-
tions plans.

Neither Edward  Heath,
Tory industrial relations
spokesman Robert Carr nor
Harold Wilson were exactly
talkative about what they
were going to do about the
working class.

RELEVANCE

Tory proposals had ‘a great
deal of relevance’ to the print
dispute, claimed Carr.

It was ‘quite unreasonable’
to think that a claim of this
size could be dealt with in a

‘week, or for the country to be

deprived of newspapers during
an election campaign.

But he floated the Tory
proposals of an obligatory
cooling-off period without
much conviction.

COURT ORDERS

As evidence that such a
measure would be adhered to,
both Heath and Camr offered
to provide journalists with a
list of court ‘orders that had
been obeyed by unions in the
last 12 to 18 months, with
Carr siting the Hull trawlers

. disputé—a dispute which was

continued by  rank-and-file
trawlermen for nine weeks
despite a spate of injunctions
concerning their union leaders.
Labour’s Harold Wilson had
little to say on the subject. .
He was ‘not considering the
hypothetical  situation’ in
which the government might
have to bring out the ‘British
Gazette’ — hated for its role
during the 1926 general strike
— and even if it did consider
this, the answer would be no.

FIRE POWER

However Tory-Labour com-
petition about who could deal
best with the working class
continued vesterday.

Tory fire power, it emerged
is likely to be directed for the
rest of the election campaign
almost exclusively on the
linked problems of the
economy and the unions.

After citing Monday’s TIRC
and BIS reports as evidence of
the government's failure both
to take advantage of devalua-
tion and to ‘secure more order
in industrial relations’, Heath
— for the benefit of reporters
who might be unable to re-
port them — revealed that the
remainder of his speeches this
week will be devoted to
developing these themes.

Earlier, Wilson awarded
himself the doubtful honours
for employers becoming more
‘cost conscious’ and ‘produc-
tivity conscious’ since 1966.

Questioned about the effect
of this on the unemployment
figures, he said that unemploy-
ment —the Labour leaders
were aiming at a figure of 2
per cent_after the ‘period of
transition'—was more ‘socially
acceptable’ now as a result of
increased redundancy pay-
ments and social security.

Rank-and-
file glass
committeg
Wants
re-teployment

MEMBERS of the rank-and-
file committee at Pilkington’s
St Hélens glassworks are to
meet tonight.

leigh on the agenda will be
their fight against redundancy
at the key Triplex safety glass
works and plans to carry
through a complete break
with the General and Muni-
cipal Workers’ Union
(G&EMWU) by constituting a
Provisional Pilkington’s Trade
Union Committee.

Stormy
A mass meeting called by
the committee for Friday
evening is expected to be
stormy.

Already thre¢ members are
believed to have resigned
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SOGAT and SLADE are right

election

BY A POLITICAL REPORTER

BEHIND THE ELECTION speechmaking of
both the Labour and Tory leaders there is unani-
mous agreement that the drive for more wages

Ulster Unionists
face three losses

must be halted.

Both sides are opposed
to the working class de-
fending its standard of
living whilst they go on
paying lip service in op-
position to the consider-
able increase in the cost
of living.

It is the conflict between
rising prices and the trade-
union struggle for more
wages which lies at the

crisis.

It is also the centre of
election policy and cannot be
evaded. Indeed, if the election
is not about living standards
what is it all about ?

Workers are going to vote
Labour because théy believe
this is the best way to im-
prove their wages and living
standards and not out of so-
called loyalty to Wilson.

Right

They know that the Tories
represent the employers and
as such are opposed to all
wage increaseés.

SOGAT and SLADE were
absolutely right to press
home their just demands
‘regardless of the election.

Their action was entirely in
the interests of the working
class.

They seized the best pos-
sible opportunity to weakén
the employers just before the
election. If they left it later
it would be more difficult.

This is good trade union-
ism.

Catch the employer at his
weakest and force him to give
up as much money as possible.

This is not going to lose
Labour any worthwhile votes.

Rather, it will strengthen
the militancy of every trade
unionist, and prepare them
all the better for the politi-
cal struggles that lie ahead.

No tears

No one should shed any
tears over the fate of the Tory
press barons.

Let them scream as much
protest as they like against
Labour.

They would have done that
in any case and it is good to
see that they will now have
to pay a little more- for the
doubtful pleasurée of helping
their Tory Party friends.

Included ?

It was the ‘Sun’ as the
organ of the latest tycoon to
hit Fleet St which said to its
readers on the day the elec-
tion was announced: ‘We're
on your side.’

We wonder if print workers
are now included in this
category.

NEW SICK
NOTES PLAN

SPECIAL forms are being sent
to 800 social security offices
to overcome the threatened
doctors’ ban on signing sick-
ness benefit certificates, Secre-
tary for Social Services Mr
Richard Crossman said yester-
day. Unfit workers would
have to write to the offices to
obtain a form, he said.

Wage fight must
o0 on despite

By our speclal reporter In
Ulster JOHN SPENCER

THE ULSTER Unionist Party
faced the likely loss of at
least three of its ten seats in
Westminster after nomina-
tions for the General Elec-
tion in N Ireland closed.

The Labour Party threatens
its position in two Belfast
constirtuencies,m North an_\d

edStTTTTT

In addition, as already
reported in Workers Press,
the Marquis of Hamilton
seems likely to go down
defeated in Fermanagh and
S Tyrone, where he is op-
posed by ‘unity’ candidate
Frank McMannus. )

In N Antrim the Rev Ian
Paisley’s Protestant Unionist
Party is tipped to take the
seat from the sitting member,
Unionist Henry Clark.

The ‘anti-Unionist’ vate is
split.

Two of the 12 Ulster seats
are already held by anti-
Unionists: Gerry Fitt (Rep
Lab) in Belfast W and Ber-
nadette Devlin (Ind) in Mid-
Ulster.

Straight contest

Fitt is once again fighting a
straight contest with the
Unionist, while in Mid-Ulster
the . situation has been com-
plicated by the intervention
both of former Paisleyite
Ronald Bunting (Democratic
Unionist) and a former mem-
ber of the Devlin campaign
team, Michael Cunningham
(Ind), a local farmer.

Particular interest centres
on the N Belfast seat which
includes some of the worst
slums in Europe and has been
a centre of conflict between
workers and police and troops
over recent weeks.

There, the Unionist member
Stretton Mills faces two other
pro-Unionist candidates in
addition to the Labour candi-
date Jack Sharkey.

The Paisleyite Stormont MP
Rev William Beattie handed in
his nomination paper on Mon-
day as did Jack McKeague,
right-wing leader of the Shan-
kill Defence Committee.

Both these candidates are
likely to take votes from Mills,
who had a 6,964 majority over
Sharkey in a straight fight in
1966.

Sharkey—who pays fulsome
tribute to the role of British
troops in ‘saving Ulster from
chaos’ last autumn—was de-
lighted with the line-up when
I saw him at his Crumlin Rd
committee rooms on Monday
afternoon.

‘This means we have a good
chance of wresting the seat
from the Unionists,” he said.

i

Wainwright speaks to a 13-strong audience in Luton.

HUSSEIN
ATTACKS
GUERRILLAS

BY A
CORRESPONDENT

JORDANIAN forces under
the command of King Hussein
treacherously attacked Pales-
tinian commando units yester-

day on the outskirts of
Amman. )
Various reports confirm

that this was the biggest en-
counter yet between Arab
guerrillas and the forces of
the Fuedalist Jordamian
monarchy.

Army commanders are pull-
ing back troops from the
Israeli front to ooncentrate
their attacks on the com-
mandos, who have the active
backing of the Jordanian
workers and peasants.

As in Lebanon, the national
struggle against Israel and its
imperialist backers contains
within it the seeds of revolu-
tion against the forces
Arab reaction and feudalism.

‘Morning Star’ assistant
editor speaks to dull

THE RUSSIAN government’s
continued recognition of the
anti -communist regime in
Cambodia and their refusal to
withdraw their embassy from
Phnom Penh was déscribed as
‘quite logical’ by the assistant
editor of the ‘Morning Star’,
Mr William Wainwright at a
Luton meeting.

‘Russia has some kind of
government office in Greece,’
said a smiling Mr Wainwright
to an audience of 13 gathéred
to support Party candidate for
Luton Dr Tony Chater.

‘They have to have an em-
bassy in Cambodia as a base
from which they can operate
in that country. Personally I
think this position is quite
logical.

Own business
‘It is not for me to offer
advice to the Russian govérn-
ment. What they do is their
own business,” he added.

TORY candidate for Blyth
Mr Tony Blackburn issued
a statement to ‘protest at
the interruption of my elec-
tion campaign’ by the
miners’ picnic due to take
place at Bedlington on
Saturday.

He also asked for con-
firmation that the cost of
the picnic would be in-
cluded in the elections ex-

BY A WORKERS PRESS
REPORTER

penses of the Blyth Labour
candidate, Mr  Edward
Milne.

A leading official of the
Northumberland area of the
National Union of Mine-
workers, which has organ-
ized the picnic for more
than 90 years, said the

Miners upset Blyth Tory

gathering would go ahead
as usual,

The Tories are angry at
the decision of the
Northumberland NUM to
allow Mr Anthony Wedg-
wood Benn, Minister of
Technology — whose criti-
cisms of Powell last week
sparked off a national row
— to speak at the miners’
picnic.

meeting

‘The Russians do not recog-
nize the present regime. Nor
do theéy recognize the forces
fighting to overthrow it.’

Wainwright, notorious for
his vicious anti-Trotskyism
during the 1930s and 1940s,
said all this after he had
praised the Russians for ‘help-
ing the people who are fight-
ing for liberation all over the
world’; after he had described
the coup quite correctly as
CIA-inspired ; and after he
had paid tribute to the cour-
age of those fighting imperial-
ism in SE Asia.

Treacherous

The Party’s approach to
home issues in the election
was revéaled at the meeting
as equally treacherous.

They preach the ‘limitation’
of the power of big business

This, said Dr Chater, who,
like Wainwright, is on the
CP’s national executive, meant
first of all fighting against
anti-trade union législation
and for more democracy,
changing the boards of the
nationalized industries and
not going into the Common
Market.

Later the question of public
ownership could be ap-
proached.

They also want workers to
beliéve that the wishes of the
‘majority’ expressed through
parliament would be sufficient
to force big business to
abandon their lucrative assets
to the people.

‘We forced a retréat on the
anti-trade union legislation,
@ PAGE FOUR COL. 3 -

Anti - Powell demonstrators
shout ‘Sieg Heil’ at Powell
supporters.

A ‘LAW-AND-ORDER'’
tirade from Enoch Powell
set the tone for his second
evening of election meet-
ings in Wolverhampton.

Visibly mrattled by the anti-
racialist slogans shouted
throughout the second meet-
ing by a group of 50 youths,
Powell declared:

‘The determination to des-
troy the wishes of the majority
lies behind that thing of
which you have seen the
extreme tip in the tiny exhibi-
tion outside this hall.’

To the frenzied delight of a
predominantly Tory audience,
he continued:

‘I ask you to recognize in
its early stages the beginnings
of something which could
threaten all that we love and
desire to keep as surely as
they were threatened by
fascism in the 1930s.’

Full plans

This opening blast for capi-
talist ‘law and order’ prepared
the ground for a full exposi-
tion of the Tories’ plans for
making the working class pay
for the crisis.

@® Housing: ‘No justification
for paying a subsidy on every
council house . . . We should
allow genuine prices to work
in houses and everywhere
else’ and then look for ‘a
decent minimum level’.

@ Development areas: ‘It is
not in anybody’s interest to
keep industry going in a place
not suited to it.’

@ De-nationalization: Steel:
‘If I can persuade my party to
do so I shall’ And airlines?
‘Early action, beneficial action,
can be taken.’

@ Foreign aid: ‘It does more
harm than good 'to that
country . . . It is a fool who
thinks that the development
of Nigeria is the responsibility
of this little group of islands
in the North Sea. We
developed ourselves . . . It
depends on the will to do
something—to save, to invest,
to work.’

@ Productivity: ‘The object of
every mation is to increase the
amount of wealth that the
worker produces . . . Labour
saving is the source of wealth.’

@ Minimum wage: ‘I dom’t
see any purpose in defining a
level below which a worker is
poorly paid.’

@ Immigration: ‘If you intro-
duce into an advanced eco-
nomy large numbers of addi-
tional unskilled workers,
instead of having more invest-
ment, you will have less
[money in your pockets].’
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Oxford carworkers listening to Evan Luard outside the British-
Leyland factory yesterday.

B-Leyland men warn
Labour candidate

‘We won’t have
shackles on unions’

BY PETER READ

LABOUR candidate Evan
Luard tried to smooth talk
away all the problems in
front of the working class
as he defended the Wilson

Powell draws
the-curtain

aside

Immigration over the last 15

or 20 years been an
‘economic disadvantage’.
Immigrants were ‘never in-

vited’.

‘I do not have a policy of
repatriation  different from
that of my Party . . . generous
assistance to all Common-
wealth citizens who wish to
return to their countries of
origin.’

@ East of Suez: ‘A brigade
and a squadron or two of air-
craft’ subject to agreement, of
course. :

Powell’'s reactionary mes-
sage is plain.

The massive burden of the
imperialist crisis and the
bankruptcy of British capital
is to be met in full by the
working class in Britain and
elsewhere through mass un-
employment, super exploita-
tion, the destruction of the
social services and poverty.

This is the Tory programme.

In Britdin, the key to its
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government’s policies be-
fore an audience of British-
Leyland Oxford workers
yesterday.

But faced at the factory-
gate meeting with a clear-cut
question on whether he would
oppose the re-introduction of
the measures in the notorious
anti-union White Paper ‘In
Place of Strife’, Luard refused
to commit himself.

The White Paper, he
claimed, was ‘not a. legal ;.

system against the unions’ and
five-sixths of its provisions
were to strengthen the unions.

‘Ballots’

He even went on to claim
that, contrary to the experi-
ence of every trade unionist,
ballots before strikes and
what- he termed ‘conciliation
pauses’ would not weaken the
unions in any significant way.

Luard said that he could
not give a ‘categorical’ answer
for ‘hypothetical’ situations—
an obvious escape clause for
supporting Wilson on all
future occasions.

Supported

Workers pointed out later
that Luard had in fact sup-
ported Wilson and his White
Paper up to the hilt.

Luard trotted out the by
now familiar hocus-pocus that
the government had ‘learned
its lesson’ on anti-union laws.

He added that the strength
of the balance of payments
made it ‘very unlikely’ that
anti-union legislation would
be seen again.

The boom, he thought, ‘was
beginning to take effect’. This
was greeted with scepticism.

One man commented that
the Labour government was
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| many for the first time.

It is vital that they become acquainted with the revolu-

tionary Marxist point of view.

This is the

time to raise
sales of
Workers Press

IBETWEEN NOW and the general election tens of thousands
of people, young and old, will be introduced to politics,

We have made extensive plans in order to do this. They I

l include :

©® Display advertising
I @ Poster advertising.

@ Handblil distributlon outside factorles and universities. '
@ A speclal 15s election offer for 18 Issues (June 1 to 20)

post-pald (see page 4).

@ Public meetings In all the maln centres.
@ A speclal Workers Press news film of the election. I

We need your help. Please fill this form In without delay.

l | want to help the Workers Press raise its circulation: |

........................................

Post to: Circulation Department, Workers Press, I
186A Clapham High Street, London, SW4.

Or telephone : 01-720-2000.

“continued by
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ELECTION
PRESS
CONFERENCES

Print
dispute
casts
shadow

By our Industrial reporter
SOGAT and SLADE were
not represented at the
Labour and Tory press
conferences yesterday
morning, but their strike
certainly hung very heavily
in the air.

Once again, the cold light
of class realities was turned
on the Parties’ industrial rela-
tions plans.

Neither Edward  Heath,
Tory industrial relations
spokesman Robert Carr nor
Harold Wilson were exactly
talkative about what they
were going to do about the
working class.

RELEVANCE

Tory proposals had ‘a great
deal of relevance’ to the print
dispute, claimed Carr.

It was ‘quite unreasonable’
to think that a claim of this
size could be dealt with in a

‘week, or for the country to be

deprived of newspapers during
an election campaign.

But he floated the Tory
proposals of an obligatory
cooling-off period without
much conviction.

COURT ORDERS

As evidence that such a
measure would be adhered to,
both Heath and Carr offered
to provide journalists with a
list of court orders that had
been obeyed by unions in the
last 12 to 18 months, with
Carr siting the Hull trawlers
dispute—a dispute which was
rank-and-file
trawlermen for nine weeks
despite a spate of injunctions
concerning their union leaders.

Labour’s Harold Wilson had
little to say on the subject. -

He was ‘not considering the
hypothetical  situation’ in
which the government might
have to bring out the ‘British
Gazette’ — hated for its role
during the 1926 general strike
— and even if it did consider
this, the answer would be no.

FIRE POWER

However Tory-Labour com-
petition about who could deal
best with the working class
continued yesterday.

Tory fire power, it emerged
is likely to be directed for the
rest of the election campaign
almost exclusively on. the
linked problems of the
economy and the unions.

After citing Monday’s IRC
and BIS reports as evidence of
the government’s failure both
to take advantage of devalua-
tion and to ‘secure more order
in industrial relations’, Heath
— for the benefit of reporters
who might be unable to re-
port them — revealed that the
remainder of his speeches this
week will be devoted to
developing these themes.

Earlier, Wilson awarded
himself the doubtful honours
for employers becoming more
‘cost comscious’ and ‘produc-
tivity conscious’ since 1966.

Questioned about the effect
of this on the unemployment
figures, he said that unemploy-
ment — the Labour leaders
were aiming at a figure of 2
per cent after the ‘period of
transition’—was more ‘socially
acceptable’ now as a result of
increased redundancy pay-
ments and social security.

Rank-and-
file glass
committee
wants
re-deplovment

MEMBERS of the rank-and-
file committee at Pilkington’s
St Helens glassworks are to
meet tonight.

High on the agenda will be
their fight against redundancy
at the key Triplex safety glass
works and plans to carry
through a complete break
with the General and Muni-
cipal Workers’' Union
(G&MWU) by constituting a
Provisional Pilkington’s Trade
Union Committee.

Stormy
A mass meeting called by
the . committee for Friday
evening is expected to be
stormy.
Already thre¢ members are
believed to have resigned
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Q. t have heard toff
tne-ond-netion syt o
where the stopwaion fons
aned, What . o0 an
about ?

A. Because of the hostility of
workers to Dbeing followed
about all the time by a man
with a stopwatch, and because
of the obvious fraud involved
in the rating technique, the
consultants got together some
years ago to devise a system
which would avoid these
troublespots.

The methods they came up
with are called Predetermined
Motion Time Systems (PMTS).

‘Predetermined’ because the
times have already been de-
cided for particular actions
before the time-and-motion
people get near the workers.

The theory of these systems
is that all actions of a man or
woman at work can be broken
down into a number of basic
movements and that the stan-
dard times for these basic
movements can be fixed once
and for all in special experi-
ments.

After this, they claim, it is
only necessary to write down

the sequence of operations
that a worker makes when
doing a job.

The times for each action
can be looked up later in
private and added up to make
the final time for the job.

When a worker is being
studied by this method he will
find the observer still uses the
clip board, but not the stop-
watch. As work proceeds the
studyman writes down very
quickly—using a special code
—the sequence of operations
being carried out.

Later, after the worker has
gone, he will use a tape
measure to gauge the distances
moved during the operations.
After this, in the work-study
office, new ways of doing the
job which will cut out all
wasted effort are discussed.

Times are then addded from
the standard manual and
totted up and this becomes
the final time—and method—
for the job. :

These systems are some of
the worst of the work' study
methods of exploitation and
we should examine them in
some detail.

The systems that the con-
sultants are most keen about
introducing are:

'BERNARD
FRANKS

Methods-time
measurement (MTM)

THIS SYSTEM was developed
in the USA during the Second
World War. It divides all
movement up into 11 basic
motions, these are:

reach, move, grasp, turn, crank,
apply pressure, release, dis-
engage, eye motions, body
motions, position.

Times for each motion were
fixed by analysing motion pic-
tures of work being done,

A film speed of 16 frames
a second was used and a stan-
dard time unit called a Time
Measurement Unit (MTU) was
fixed at one-hundred-thous-
andth of an hour (.00001 hr.).

Each of these motions was
in turn broken down into a
number of situations or ‘cases’
where it might occur. =

For example reach (R) has
five cases. Case A is reaching
for an object in a fixed location
or for an object on which the
other hand rests—not many
TMUs are given for this.

Case C is reaching for an

object in a jumbled group of

objects, and Case D is reach-
ing for a small object where an
accurate grasp is required.
Using this code system,
reaching 20 inches to pick a

r
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4.05 Open house. 4.35 London. 5.30
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two. 7.25-7.30 Election broadcast.
Plaid Cymru.

Scotland: 5.30-5.50 Reporting Scotland.
6.35 Election 70. 7.2 Autumn
Kircaig. 7.35-8.00 The doctors.

N Ireland: 5.30-5.50 Scene around six,
weather.

South and West: 5.30-5.50 Points West.
South today. Spotlight South-West,
weather. 7.25-7.30 Election broadcast.
Plaid Cymru.

7.00 p.m. SQUARE TWO. 7.30 NEWS inciuding BBC Campaign

8.00 MAN ALIVE. The men inside. Part two. ‘Coldingley’.
reflections on

paintings by Claude

9.10 TAKE THREE GIRLS. ‘Variation on May and September’.

10.00 ELECTION BROADCAST. Liberai Party.

‘CALCUTTA’. Documentary about the different strata of life
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NEWS,including BBC Campalgn report and weather.
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‘THE LIBERAL VIEW—TOMORROW’S PEOPLE'. Liberal Party

election broadcast. 10.14 NEWS.
WORLD CUP. Rumania v Brazll.
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10.00 Life in France. 10.14 London.
12.55 News and weather in French,
weather.

WESTWARD: 11.00-2.55 London. 3.40
News. 3.42 Gus Honeybun. 3.54 Zing-

. 3.25 ATV today. 3.55 Peyton Place.

_ 1.00 Late call.

along. 4.05 Open house. 4.35 London.
6.30 News, weather. 6.35 Crossroads.
7.00 Treasure hunt. 7.30 London. 1.00
Weather.

ANGLJA: 10.58-2.55 London. 4.05
Newsroom. 4.15 Romper room. 4.35
London. 5.25 About Anglia. 5.45 Lon-
don, 6.25 About Anglia. 6.35 Cross-
roads. 7.00 Ghost and Mrs Muir. 7.30
London. 1.00 Reflection.

ATV MIDLANDS: 11.00-2.55 London.

4.25 Tingha and Tucker. 4.35 London.
5.25 Women today. 5.45 London. 6.25
ATV today. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00
Branded. 7.30 London.

HARLECH: 11.00 London. 2.55 Cham-
Elonship tennis. 4.05 Mr Piper. 4.35
ondon. 5.30 Report. 5.40 Election
special. 5.45 London. 6.30 Election
special. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Jokers
wild, 7.25 Election broadcast on
behalf of Plaid Cymru. 7.30 London.
8.00 Marcus Welby. 9.00 Shadows of
fear. 10.00 London. 1.00 Weather.

HTV (West) colour channel 61 as above
except:
4.03-4.05 Report West. 5.30 Arthur.
5.38-5.45 Peter. 5.55-6.30 Scene West.
7.25-7.30 Cartoon time.

HTV (Wales) colour channel 41 as
above except:
6.30-6.35 Cartoon.

HTV Cymru/Wales black and white
service as above except:

5.30-5.40 Y dydd. 6.30-6.35 Etholiad
cyffredinol.

ULSTER: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.10
Romper room. 4.30 News. 4.35 London.
5.30 Summeér season. 5.45 London.
6.30 Ulster news. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00
Jokers wild. 7.30 London. 10.40
Campaign Ulster. 10.55 London.

YORKSHIRE: 11.00-3.00 London. 4.05

Houseparty. 4.20 Enchanted house. 4.35

London. 5.30 Calendar, weather. 5.45

London. 6.30 Election calendar. 7.00
okers wild. 7.30 London. 1.00
eather.

GRANADA: 11.00-2.55 ZLondon. 3.30

Encore—university challenge. 3.50
News, London. 4.25 Short story. 4.35
London. 5.30 Newsview. 5.4

don. 6.30 Laredo. 7.30 London.

TYNE TEES: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.15
Newsroom. 4.17 Stories of Tuktu. 4.35
London. 5.30 Today. 5.45 London. 6.30
Brannigan. 7.00 Get smart. 7.30 Lon-
don. 1.00 News. 1.02 Epilogue.

BORDER: 1.40-2.55 London. 3.55 Freud
on food. 4.23 News. 4.25 Tingha and
Tucker. 4.36 London. 5.30 News. Look-
around. 5.45 London. 6.30 News. 6.35
Crossroads. 7.00 Room 222, 7.30 Lon-
don. 1.00 News, weather.

SCOTTISH: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.00
Scotland early. 4.10 London. 5.25
Scotland now. 5.45 London. 6.30 Raw
deal? 7.00 Jokers wild., 7.30 London.

GRAMPIAN: 10.58-2.55 London. 4.05
A handful of songs. 4.35 London.
5.30 News. 5.45 London. 5.55 Grampian
voter. 6.30 Police news. 6.35 Cross-
roads. 7.00 Jokers wild. 7.30 London.

Questions
and answers
on work study
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piece of broken glass would be
written ‘R20D’ on an MTM
analysis sheet, where R =
reach, 20 is the distance in
inches and ‘D’ is case D re-
quiring accurate grasp to pre-
vent injury.

To fix a time for this move-
ment the MTM man looks up
his tables for reach, picks out
‘20 inches’ then reads across
to the ‘D’ column to get a value
of 19.8 TMUs (.012 minutes).

If this would seem to be the
ultimate in systemizing the
worker, the section ‘eye
motions’ soon shows us that
greater heights can yet be
reached !

This is divided into two
parts; eye travel (ET) and eye
focus (EF).

The time for eye focus is
fixed at a constant value of
7.3 TMUs (roughly a fifth of a
second). Eye-tfavél on the
other hand is worked out from
a special formula which in-
volves the distance covered
when looking from one object
to another and the average
distance from the eye’ to the
two objects.

Evidently the experts are
worried that the workers might
make too much eye travel as
they have given it a ceiling of
20 TMUs.

Also, the eye motions only
apply when no other action
is taking place. When any
other motion is taking place at
the same time ET and EF are
eliminated.

Just how much rest is
allowed on the basic times
under this system or on what
basis it is worked out is not
usually explained.

However it is known that
many MTM ‘experts’ think
that no rest should be allowed
at all. Their ideas on this can
best be illustrated by the
following quote from an MTM
manual : :

‘Rest: A necessary delay so
the working members may re-
cuperate. This is seldom neces-
sary as most muscles rest
while others are working.

‘Occasionally the continued
use of one set of muscles
necessitates a rest period.

‘Examples: Rest eyes after .

very close work. Rest after
using a large sledge hammer.’

An example of the sort of
allowances that are made
comes from an agreement be-
tween an American union and
an aeromarine engine com-
pany:

‘Clause D. To normal time
will be added
allowed time for
the factors:

1. Personal, time
5 per cent.

2. Fatigue, 5 to 8
per cent.

3. Unavoidable de-
lay, 5 to 74 per
cent.

‘Clause E. Normal time plus
allowed time will
equal standard
time.’

Another example of rest
allowance, this time in Britain,
is taken from the National
Ports Councils examination of
techniques of work measure-
ment in preparation for intro-
duction of such systems on the
docks. It explains :

‘Usually there is an agreed
minimum allowance of 10 per
cent (6 minutes an hour), but
it should be emphasized that
this includes all personal needs
(e.g. lavatory, blowing noses,
etc.) and is taken when con-
venient. It is not intended that
staff should stop hourly to take
their relaxation allowance.
Breaks for refreshment form
part of the allowance.’
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Methods Time
Measurement—2
(MTM-2)

THIS SYSTEM has been
specially invented by members
of the ‘International Methods
Time Measurement Associa-
tion’ as a ‘simpler and much
quicker method than its pre-
decessor’, It is claimed to be
‘.. . as accurate as MTM and
more suited to the longer work
cycles of engineering opera-
tions’.

With MTM-2 the motions
reach, grasp, release are re-
placed by get; move and
position are replaced by put.

Also, the number of situa-
tions or ‘cases’ of each motion
are reduced down to three:

A. easy, B. moderate, C.
difficult. Finally instead of
every distance having a time,
only five categories are used :
5 (up to and including 5 cm.),
15, 30, 45, and 80.

Other Predetermined
Motion Time Systems

ALL KINDS of variations of
MTM occur under a variety of
names. Just a few of them are:
work factor—most of the data
for this was gathered using
stopwatches reading to one-
thousandth of a minute, photo-
electric timers and 16mm
cameras; primary standard
data—a simplified (quicker to
apply) version of MTM-2;
master clerical data—special-
ized for office work; MTM-2
(maintenance data) — special-
ized for so-called ‘indirect’
work; standard sewing data
(Singer); and standard data on
transport and materials hand-
ling (Unilever); tape data
dnalysis —this is a system
where, instead of the observer
simply writing down what a
worker is doing, he speaks a
description—in code— on to a
portable tape recorder.

Two other simplified non-
stopwatch systems used to get
rough estimates of the opera-
tions of an entire work force
are :

ACTIVITY SAMPLING (also
referred to as work sampling
and random
method)

With this system a large
number of instantaneous ob-
servations are made over a
period of time of a group of
workers.

As soon as the studyman sets

. eyes on a worker he writes
down whether work is being

done or not.

As soon as he has complete
figures for all the operatives in
a workplace he reckons to be
able to work out total
efficiency by comparing the
percentage of ‘working’ opera-
tives with the number of those
‘not-working’.

To get the complete figures
he makes a systematic tour of
the work place—machine shop,
building site, office, etc.—with
the aim of visiting each worker
in turn.

Usually the observers find it
best to creep up on the
workers concerned as if they
are seen first, they claim, ‘a
true record may not be ob-
tained’.

RANDOM SAMPLING

This is similar to activity
sampling, but the studyman
looks for more details than
simply working or not work-
ing. For example, whether
work being done is ‘produc-
tive’ or not, at what rate is it
being carried out, and so on.

Under this system, not every
worker is visited, but, so it is
claimed, a general view of the
work is got by picking out a
cross-section of the workers
‘at random’.

In fact, the work-study man
has a quiet chat with the
management beforehand to
find out which workers are
likely to be working fairly fast.

When final figures are made
up, 80 per cent of the oper-
atives may find themselves
below ‘average’ for the work-
place in question.

Q. What are synthetics?

A. These are times for jobs
which are made up from the
MTM lists of basic motions,
as opposed to times which are
got by actually timing workers
on the job.

The work -study people
usually make up lists of these
times and use them like a sort
of ready reckoner to fix a time
for any job that crops up.

Often they have the basic
times printed out on cards for
easy reference and this has
come to be known to many
workers as the ‘cardboard
stopwatch system’. .

observation .

Q. Why are there so
many different systems?

A. As, under capitalism,
work study rests entirely on
conning the workers, it tends
to fall apart once any group of
operatives see through it.

The experts only hope then
is to convince the workers
concerned that it was the par-
ticular work-study system be-
ing used that was causing all
the trouble and not the whole
concept of work study itself.

The time-and-motion men
themselves begin to attack
their own system as being ‘in-
efficient’ and ‘unscientific’,
then one day they turn up with
a ‘completely new system’
which, it is claimed, avoids all
the faults of the old method
entirely.

Another reason why so
many systems occur is that
consultants are a business the
same as any other firm. In
order to beat their competi-
tors it is necessary to invent
a work-study system better
than anyone elses and to
market it the same as any
other product.

Finally, many firms attempt-
ing to introduce these systems
name them in a way which

will imply that they have been -

specially created to suit the
workers concerned (examples
of Unilever and Singer above).

Q. Surely all this is go-
ing to lead to more acci-
dents?

A. The employers usually go
through the motions of warn-
ing against unsafe working,
but this is never the real
criterion.

Under capitalism the drive
for profit is the first and fore-
most consideration.

da

Profits up—wage bill down.
One man eliminated another
doing twice the work.

Many Prices and Incomes
Board reports recommend the
‘elimination of mates, the
fuller use of apprentices and
“the adoption of single-man
instead of pair working”.’

One PIB report on the elec-
trical industry states that the
electrical employers hoped
to save 9 per cent on labour
costs by cutting out crafts-
men’s mates.

The employers have dropped
the term ‘auxiliary workman’
and now refer to any workers
acting as assistants as “indirect
workers’.

One example will show the
employers’ ‘thinking on the
subject of mates. This is a
directive issued by the man-
agement of a local Authority
to Area Supervisors. Under the
heading ‘indirect workers’ it
read:

‘There are such people as
area mates, labourers etc.
Some may be essential to keep
the section running, but since
they do little or no work
directly for the customer, they
are an expense for which there
is no demonstrable result.
Keep as few indirect workers
per direct worker as possible.’

Q. But some employers
say that they guarantee
no redundancies if work
study is brought in—that

‘natural wastage’ is .

enough to reduce the
numbers employed to the
fevel they want.

A. Well for one thing what’s
an employer’s  ‘guarantee’
worth? All of them will cheer-
fully tell as many lies as are
needed to get a scheme accepted
because they expect you to be
sufficiently disorganized by the
scheme itself not to be able to
do much about it by the time

you find out what their
schemes really are.

But this ‘natural wastage’
(sometimes  called ‘normal
wastage’) is an important
question.

By this the employers mean
that with older workers retir-
ing and others simply moving
on, the number of jobs they

require vacated will come
about ‘naturally’ — without
sackings.

To accept this argument is
to weaken the position of the
working class because with
every employer seeking to re-
duce his labour force in this
way, a huge pool of perman-
ently unemployed workers is
created.

A work-study consultant filming an office worker. On top of the desk
is @ special decimal clock.

Often, what happens is that
the management hands out the
work then turns a blind eye
to exactly how it is accom-
plished, but they know very
well that some safety stand-
ards must be dropped if the
work is to be done in the time
stipulated.

They may appear occasion-
ally to tell a worker to replace
a guard on a machine for
example, but this is simply to
cover the employer if an
accident does take place.

Introduction of modern
machinery in the mines was
followed by a 24 per cent
increase in accidents over five
years—with serious accidents
and deaths increasing by 18
per cent.

Medical authorities put
down the huge increase in
mental illness to the ‘speed of
modern living’.

‘Speed of modern working’
would be more accurate. _

A steep rise in accidents is
inevitable with further intro-
duction of work study.

Q. What about the re-
duction of the Ilabour
force — how does this-
take place?

A. Look at the buses. The
measuring of arm and leg
movements is just as much a
parnt of work study as timing.

Single-manning could only
have been introduced after a
careful study of the opera-
tions of the driver and the
re-designing of buses to put
him in control of fares as well
as driving.

Following the introduction
of automatic trains, level
crossings, signals and ticket
barriers on the railways jobs
can be cut down there as well.

Single manning on the
buses is a good example of
work study in action.

One new machine — the
redesigned bus. One man out
of a job—the bus conductor.

Even more drastic is the
implication that with a con-
tinuously falling labour force,
entire industries are completely
closed to workers looking for
jobs (school leavers etc.).

The concept of ‘natural
wastage’ completely confounds
the militants who like to fight
on a ‘local’ or ‘bread-and-
butter’ basis.

It is one thing to lead a
struggle against workers being
sacked, but it is a totally
different question trying to
fight on a factory basis because
someone has left voluntarily
and has not ‘yet’ been re-
placed.

The wunion leaders who
should be taking up a struggle
against this system on a
national and industry-wide
scale instead jump at the
chance to be able to claim
that they have won no sack-
ings guarantees from the em-
employers and close their eyes
to the inevitable build-up to-
wards mass unemployment
that is being prepared on the
basis of government policy.

But in any case we know
that there is more to ‘natural
wastage’ than simply workers
leaving or retiring.

We know that employers
use increased ‘mobility of
labour’, ‘heavy’ job allocations,
and rights of transfer as a
means of ‘encouraging’ wor-
kers to retire early or to look
for other work which does not
involve hours of travelling
every day.

In this situation all that a
‘no  redundancy guarantee’
means is that workers are go-
ing to be forced out of their
jobs without being able to
claim redundancy payments.

As for the workers remain-
ing, they are expected to
speed up operations and do the
work of the operatives that
have lefit as well as their own.

Various systems of mobility,

flexibility and interchange-
ability in productivity deals are
also introduced with this end
in view. ‘

While it is true some work-
ers ignore the implications of
work-study schemes on this
basis of earning ‘big money’
now, and hoping to oppose
the worst aspects of the
schemes when they occur, in
many cases the workers them-
selves are not to blame for the
negotiation of speed up agree-
ments.

The dockers, for example,
who relied on rank-and-file
leaders like Jack Dash to give
warning of the employers at-
tacks, were told nothing of the
real nature of the Devlin Re-
port, which is aimed at drastic
cuts in the labour force and
closures of docks and wharfs
on the basis of modernization
and Measured-Day Work.

Dash and the Communist
Party refused to call for a
political struggle against the
government’s plans for the
docks, but instead merely asked
for £1 a week extra from the
employers and a piece of paper
guaranteeing no redundancies.

The ‘voluntary’ redundancy
of dockers and the closedown
of docks has been a continuous
feature ever since.

Q. But surely you can’t
complain about shop
stewards who try to get
the maximum wage in-
creases out of these
systems?

A. The biggest lie they tell
about Measured-Day Work
and the new as opposed to the
traditional incentive bonus
schemes (the two main work
studies based payment systems)
is that your money is tied to
your increase in output. In
fact it is precisely because the
government wants to see huge
rises in productivity which are
not reflected in wages that it
recommends the use of these
systems.

Everyone knows that any-
one who doubles his output
certainly doesn’t double his
wage.

In some places what is used
is a ‘credit’ system under
which the worker gets paid
according to the ‘productive
credits’ he earns through fas-
ter work.

But most workers see this
simply as a mathematical gim-
mick to turn a 300 per cent
output increase into a 10 per
cent bonus payment. C

Once these schemes are in
full operation your wages are
pegged and if you ask how to
earn more in order to meet the
rise in the cost of living your
boss has a simple answer . . .
‘work faster!’

Q. Surely what you are
saying refers mainly to
factory operations, to re-
petitive work, there must
be many jobs that are
safe from this system?

A. That's not what the work-
study consultants think and
the Prices and Incomes Board
goes along with them.

Recent PIB reports have
proposed these systems for
gas workers, univeristy staffs,
journalists, banks staffs, cloth-
ing workers, exhibition con-
tracting workers, bus opera-
tives (including maintenance
workers) and  agricultural
workers.

Also, work-study systems
have been evolved for hospital
staffs, grave diggers, sewage
workers, disabled workers and
blind workers, and all the signs
are that a big drive is starting,
to spread these systems
throughout office occupation.

Certainly if work study
were being used as a genuine
science, many occasions would
arise when such a system was
totally unsuitable, but as, un-
der capitalism, it is a conman
stunt anyway, it is always pos-
sible for the ‘experts’ to cook
up some times which have been
arrived at ‘scientifically’.

Q. But if we fight work
study couldn’t we be ac-
cused of holding back
progress?

A. Work study, and particu- v

larly method study, could be
used to ease the load of the
worker; to remove all drud-
gery from his work, to shorten
the working day, to eliminate
all accidents and to bring
about huge increases in the
productivity of labour within
an easy and interesting work-
ing environment.

But wunder the capitalist
system the only function of
these methods is to increase
the profits of the employer at
the direct expense of the
workers involved.

Only by fighting to estab-
lish socialism can there be any
‘p_rogressive' use of these tech-
niques.
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but leadership question

remains unresolved

‘THERE 1is no dearth of
strong men in Ulster. There
never was. Now is the time
for them to come forward
and stand for God and
Ulster We need men
who are prepared to stand
up and speak for Ulster in
Parliament; men who are
not overawed by the flabby
demagogues who have led
England into the evil and
hopeless. morass in which
she wallows today. We need
strong leaders and a strong
Prime Minister.’

Thus the extreme right-wing
‘Protestant Telegraph’ advocating

the election of the Rev Ian
Paisley on June 18.

And Paisely is not bluffing. He
expéects and with good reason to
win the N Antrim seat in West-
minster and he is driving the
Unionist Party further and fur-
ther to the-right.--«-- - -

The Unionist Party, which has
ruled the six counties of N
Ireland since they were divided
from the rest of the country
nearly 50 years ago, is in deep
crisis as the election nears.

Closely linked to the Toriés in
Britain, they have regularly filled
the Tory back-bénches with right-
wing backwoodsmen selected
from the landowners and capital-
ists of the North.

But the eruption of the Civil
Rights movement in response to
a growing realization by Ulster
workers that bad housing, chronic
unemployment of nearly 10 pér
cent, low wages and Special
Powers Acts are not a god-given
inheritance, has thrown Union-
ism into turmoil.

Spurred on by the movement
of workers in the South of Ire-
land, as well as by the massive
movement of the international
working class, workers all over
the North began to demand their
rights.

The dispatch of troops to hold
the line for British capitalism in
Ulster not only éxposed the de-
termination of Wilson’s Labour
government to maintain the grip
of British capital on Britain’s
oldest colony, but exposed the
extreme weakness of the Union-
ist regime.

Concessions

Teréence O’Neill, who wanted

to make concessions to the work-
ing class, was replaced as Prime
Minister in the Stormont govern-
ment by James Chichester Clark
in a compromise with the right
wing.
Chichester: Clark promised to
implement ‘reforms’ under the
benevolent batons of the British
army ‘snatch squads’ and the
army proceeded to ‘keep the
peace’ in Belfast and other large
towns.

They are still there, strength-
éned by another 750 Royal
Marines sent over for the elec-
tion period.

But their presence has made

the situation even more tense.
This is wheére Paisley is absolutely
necessary to the ruling class to
keep within the bounds of Union-
ism the middle class and con-
fused workers who are striving
to break out of the Tory grip.

Ulster is the only part of the
United Kingdom where the
Tories have any mass support
amongst the working class.

This comes from Protestant
workers who have been per-
suaded that the maintainance of
the six counties as part of
Britain is essential to preserve
their meagre ‘privileges’ over the
Catholic workers.

But in a situation where
Unionism is beginning to break
up the ‘strong man’ is needed to
keép these workers in line.

That is why a considerable
section of the Unionist Party has
turned towards Paisley over the
past weeks and many of its can-
didates covertly or openly sup-
port him.,

The Paisleyites are able to win
support because they do not pose
the issues facing the working
class in class terms.

Bernadette Devlin, whose eléc-
tion last year marked a high-
point for the Civil Rights move-
ment, has become trapped in the
political marsh around the ‘left’
wing of the Parliaméntary Labour
Party.

If the anti-Unionist vote in her
Mid-Ulster constituency is not
split, she will probably be re-
turned, but many of her con-
stituents already regard her as
unable to solve their probléms.

Right-wing forces

0

an

Paris
film

‘THE BATTLE OF ALGIERS’,
a film about the crushing of
the Algerian National Libera-
tion Front (FLN) in the city of

Algiers by French paratroops,
has been withdrawn from
Paris cinemas where it was to
have been shown.

Managements of the three
cinemas where it was to have
opened last Thursday cancelled
the arrangements aftér protests
and threats from organizations of
the extreme right wing.

The Association of Frenchmen
from N Africa, an organization
mainly made of ex-colons from
Algeria, issued a statement:

‘The projéction of the film is
a real provocation, of a type cal-
culated to disturb public order.
We decline any responsibility for
violent reactions among our
countrymen and on the part of
public opinion . . ..

The cinemas involved received
other ' scarcely veiled threats
during the whole day preceding
the planned opening.

Geneéral Massu, one of French
imperialism’s most notorious gen-
erals in Algeria, denounced the
showing, as did the Combatants
Association of the French Union,
an organization of the most
brutalized servicemen to have
seén service in the French colo-
nies.

The management of the cine-
mas apparently felt, in face of

. Yacef Saadl re-enacts his past for the film. He is seen
here being arrested by French troops In 1957.

these threats, that the forces of
‘law and order’ might not be
sufficient to
premises.

protéct their

The film itself, while not a
factual narrative, is made in a
documentary style and draws on
the real history of the liberation
struggle in Algiers.

1 by

DAVID
BARNES

One leading charactér, French
paratroop colonel ‘Mathieu’, is a
synthesis of severdl officers who
were sent to Algiers in the
period 1954-1957 to break the
FLN network in the city.

It opens with the guillotining
of an FLN fighter and shows how
the nationalists built a basis of
support in the Casbah (the
‘native’ quarter) of Algiers and
took up arms against the police
forces.

In order to bréak the FLN,
the paratroops were used to
comb suspected areas in force.

The FLN was organized in a
‘triangular’ form. Each member
knew the identity of only three
others, his ‘superior’, from whom
he got instructions, and not more

A

than two ‘subordinates’ to whom
he would give instructions if
necessary.

If anyone was captured, he or
she had the duty to keep quiet
or give false information for 24
hours, by which time his contacts
would be warned and could hide.

The paratroop officers broke
the organization by the extensive
use of torture to force the few
fighters they captured to yield
the name of their ‘superior’
quickly. 1

It was in this period that men
such as Massu, still today a
high-ranking French Army officer,
pioneered the methods of torture
—including suffocation and elec-
tric shocks to the genitals —
which were also used by the
Organization of thé Secret Army
(OAS) on its victims,

‘The Battle of Algiers’ presents
this struggle in the ‘neutral’ man-
ner of newsreel.

And what it shows is naturally
dnathema to the right wing and
the ‘gentlemen of honour’ of!
Frénch colonialism. f.

The film was made by the
Italian Gillo Pontecorvo, in
Algiers, using a mainly Algerian
cast, in 1965, but has never be-
fore béen considered ‘suitable’
for France. 1

It may still be shown in Paris,;
however, as a number of cinemas!
in the Latin Quarter are consider-
ing offers by left-wing students
to guard their premises if they
will project it.

UNITY

CONVENTION
ENNISKILLEN :
McMannus
chaired out of
meeting.

Though she speaks of the need
for United Socialist Ireland, she
has neither the policy, the pro-
gramme nor the organization to
really fight for this crucial goal.

Heér candidature is based on a
compromise with the Nationalist
‘green Tories’ and the Republi-
cans—though she now refuses to
take part in ‘unity’ negotiations
with these people.

She now talks of forming a
new organization with Gerry Fitt,
the Republican Labour member
for W Belfast.

BERNADETTE
DEVLIN

Fitt is a supporter of the
Wilson government and claims
that ‘the Prime Minister [Wilson]
is “tuned in” on our wavelength’.

An organization based on a
compromise with réformist poli-
tics will only add to the con-
fusion and disorientation in the
working class.

Anti-Tory feeling and hatred
of the ultra-rights are combining
to force the various anti-Unionist
political movements to unite
against the Tories.

‘Unity’ candidates are likély in
most of the Ulster seats, though
discussions on a joint candidate
to face Paisley broke down at the
weekend.

The two main parties which
have widespread support among
Catholic workers and small far-
mers are the Republican and
Nationalist parties.

The Nationalists support the
crisis-ridden government of Jack
Lynch in the 26 counties of the
Irish Free State. They are op-
posed to armed action against
partition.

The Republicans, on the other
hand, stand for action to end
partition, though their ranks con-
tain a number of opposed ten-
dencies.
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| would like information

THE SOCIALIST
OUR LEAGUE

Fill in the form below and send to NATIONAL
SECRETARY, SOCIALIST LABOUR LEAGUE,
186A CLAPHAM HIGH ST, LONDON,

Until recently the Republican
Party practlsed a policy of ‘ab-
stentionism’, refusing on principle
to rgcogmze the Westminster
parliament.

While this policy still remains
formally in force, the Republi-
cans did not, for example, stand
in the way of Devlin’s candi-

. dature last year.

Sections of Irish workers and
small farmers who have previ-
ously turned their backs on the

-ballot box or voted for candi-

dates who will not go to West-
minster now see the need to
fight the Tories at the polls.

The ‘unity’ negotiations are not
simply a mobilization of the
Catholic vote on a religious basis,
though the leadership is doing
its best to bring this element to
the fore.

The fact, for example, that
Bernadette Devlin was able to
stand as a ‘unity’ candidate last
year with an extremely left-
sounding policy is an indication
that the pressure for a real alter-

native is beginning to break
through.
Again, in Fermanagh and

Tyrone last week, the right-wing
Nationalist Austin Currie was
defeated at a unity convention by
a revolt of some of his pledged
supporters.

PAISLEY

The working class in N Ireland
is striving to express itself at the
polls.

The issues in the election are
starkly clear.

But the lack of a clear, prin-
cipled socialist movement in
Ireland is now the central ques-
tion which must be tackled if the
dangerous confusion which has
maintained Unionism and fosters
Paisleyism is to be ovércome.
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London
. fully endorses this tribute.
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‘THE TIMES’, for two cen-
turies the main spokesman
for the British ruling class,
thinks Mr Michael Foot is

wonderful. They said so in a " 4

leader last week and the
‘Evening Standard’

‘The Times’ says Mr Foot is
‘the backbencher who makes the
greatest contribution to the life
of parliament’.

They praise him as belonging
to the ‘native British tradition
of radicalism’. They also like him
because he is ‘under the influence
of the radical idealism of
Aneurin Bevan’.

Best writer

This is not all. He is also
‘a great parliamentary orator . . .
the best writer . . . nearly with-
out enemies . . good . . .
likable . . . honest . . . sense
of humour . . . courageous . . .’

Readers of this commercial
for the leading ‘Tribune’-ite and
Labour rebel might feel slightly
puzzled, however,

After all, this is election time,
and ‘The Times' is supporting
the Tories. What is the meaning
of this enthusiastic recommen-
dation for a place in Westminster
Abbey, if not heaven?

-

The secret lies in the word
‘radicalism’, which ‘The Times’
correctly points out, ‘moved
from the Liberal Party into the
Labour Party at the beginning
of this century’. This is the
political tendency which has
expressed the domination of the
middle class over the workers’
movement.’

It puts forward demands for
the ruling class to improve its
treatment of the workers, some-
times explaining that the
capitalist system would work
more smoothly if this advice

. were followed.
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Too stupid

The exertion of a little pres-
sure by the working class is not
at all excluded by this outlook:
the ruling class is often too
stupid to see that its own in-
terests would be served by a
few reforms.

A protest is useful to jog its
elbow —as long as it doesn’t
dislocate it.

The greatest exponent of this
type of politics was the Ilate
Aneurin Bevan. Expressing and
canalizing the aspirations of
millions of workers, he became
a cabinet minister, resigned,
fought against the right-wing
Labour Party leadership— and
finally made his peace with it.

When he died, Attlee said
of him:

‘In his later years, he mel-
lowed as a statesman.’

FOOT

Nothing could be more damn-
ing than that—except perhaps
a ‘Pimes’ leader.

Foot was generally accepted
as the heir of the Bevan tradi-
tion, and took over Bevan’s
Ebbw Vale seat in parliament.
Unlike Bevan, Foot carried out
a verbal fight against Labour
support for the British H-bomb.

When the 1960 Labour Party
conference voted in favour of
the CND line, Foot and his
friends refused to fight any
further on the issue and helped
to get Gaitskell off the hook.

Chorus

With the stage then set in
the Labour Party for Wilson to
take over the leadership, Foot
led the chorus of praise for this
great new saviour of the left.

The subsequent betrayals by

the Labour government found-

Foot always ready with a
‘critical’ article in ‘Tribune’—
an escape clause for Wilson
carefully provided in each.
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rebel

In the present election cam-
paign, the ‘Tribune’ rebels have
run true to form, standing by
the gentlemen’s agreement be-
tween the main Party leaders to
keep quiet about the massive
economic crisis building up in
world capitalism.

In any case, they have as
little to offer the working class
in the way of an answer to the
crisis as Wilson himself.

‘The Times’, with its vast
experience of the class struggle
from the capitalist standpoint,
feels the development of power-
ful movements within the British
working class.

Radicalism

The Foot type of radicalism
will be in great demand, as
masses of workers begin to grasp
the real meaning of the experi-
ence of six .Labour governments.

And so we: find the situation
where the favourite MP of the
‘Morning Star’, star performer
at Stalinist rallies recently, turns
out to be top of the ‘Times’
charts also.

‘The Times’ leader says:

‘The electors of Ebbw Vale
. . . do not require advice from
the “Times” to vote for Mr
Foot—they are going to do that
anyway.’

This is, of course, quite cor-
rect. But the steel workers and
miners who go to the polls on
June 18 should think hard about
the ‘Times’ lavish praise for the
candidate they must all support.

| SRY YOU CHAPS!

THE LIST of Tory candidates
standing on June 18 makes
fascinating reading, if you like
that sort of thing.

A bit of arithmetic shows that
per cent of them were
educated at Eton and 3 per cent
at Harrow. Most of the rest
went to lesser public schools,
or posh boarding schools.

A few were at
schools and a
secondary moderns.

grammar
handful at

Not very surprising, of course.
But in the 1966 House of Com-
mons, no fewer than 22 per cent
of Tories were Etonians and 6
per cent at Harrow. An amazing
move towards democracy seems
to have taken place in selecting
the 1970 candidates.

But have no fear: there is no

g

danger of middle-class upstarts
from outside the born-to-rule set
taking over the Parhamentary
Conservative Party.

If we restrict ourselves to the
seats held by the Tories, we find
the percentages going to Eton
and Harrow are almost the same
as in the outgoing parliament.
In other words, the gentlemen
get the safe seats, and the cads
get the hopeless ones.

¥

Of the 30 candidates in Tory
seats where the MP is not stand-
ing, seven were at Eton, one at
Harrow and 16 at other public
schools.

By gad! We thought that
bounder Heath might have been
letting his grammar school
friends in by the back door!
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. letter about conditions

" drawn by the
: the printing staff had objected
' to it.

" as soon as possible’.
' ments, entirely.]

F a violently anti-trade
¢ ‘Daily Mail’ editorial—and pre-

The night
they stopped
the ‘Mail

MR JOHN HUNT, stockbroker
Tory candidate for Bromley, has
written to the Press Council.
He wants an immediate investi-

: gation into the incident at the

‘Observer’ last week, when a
in the
industry was with-

‘Observer’ after

newspaper

Hunt’s letter to the Council
asks:

‘What is now to prevent the
same union deciding that a lead-
ing article in a national news-
paper on the eve of the poll is
unaceeptable to its
members?’

(There is a nice touch in the
report of this item in Friday's
‘Guardian’ or ‘Grauniad’. Owing
to an - industrial dispute, the
proofs of this issue were not
read, and the last few lines of
the report appear as: ‘For this
reason I feel it is vitally import-
ant for the lead to the industry
as sonn as lead to the industry
[Our sénti-

Famous

Perhaps Hunt did not appre-
ciate that he was recalling a
famous incident in the history
of trade unionism. In 1926, the
NATSOPA men refused to print
union

cipitated the General Strike.

To be more precise, their
action gave Prime Minister
Baldwin the pretext to pre-

cnpltate the strike, for it was the
‘overt act’ referred to in Bald-
win’s letter to the TUC which
broke off negotiations on May 2.
This declared that:

. . since the discussions
which have taken place between
Ministers and members of the
Trade Union Committee it has
come to the knowledge of the
government that . . . overt acts
have already taken place, in-
cluding gross interference with
the freedom of the Press. Such
action involves a challenge to
the constitutional rights and
freedom of the nation.’

The TUC leaders hadn’t a
clue what ‘overt acts’ were
referred to, but they agreed to
repudiate them anyway. When
they hurried to tell Baldwin so,
they found he had gone to bed.
The strike was on.

Shaken

The deed which had so shaken
the Tory cabinet was as follows.

The editorial for the ‘Daily
Mail’ of May 3 was to have been
an attack on the unions for
threatening a general strike in
support of the miners.

It accused the TUC of organ-
izing a ‘revolutionary movement’,
not to be ‘tolerated by any
civilized government’. It called
on all ‘law-abiding men and
women to hold themselves at
the service of King and country’.

When the machine operators
saw the text of the editorial,
they decided, without referring
to any union official, that it had
to be thhdrawn, otherwise
Monday’s ‘Mail’ would not be
printed.

Someone on the °‘Mail’ staff
phoned the news to the Cabinet,
meeting that night., At once,
Churchill and Joynson-Hicks,
who were eager to take on the
working class in a battle they

BALDWIN

had long planned for, used this
as the opportunity to force the
issue.

So Mr Hunt’s worries about
the freedom of Press Barons to
print any attacks on trade
unionists they wish have some
basis in history.

Martyr
Barter?

A WORKERS PRESS reader in
Luton had a surprise recently
when he visited the local Com-
munist Party rooms in search
of the latest CP literature. As
he was leaving, the door opened
and in walked the vicar.

This cleric had come to get
some copies of the CP election
policy, which he intended to
display in his church. In return,
he offered some posters. about

world hunger. (They were
against it.)

The deal was concluded
amicably, amid much mutual

congratulation between the rep-
resentatives of Jesus and the late
Josef Stalin, former Patron of
the Russian Orthodox Church.

Our market correspondent
sends us the latest rates of
exchange: 1 bible=15.7 copies of
‘The British Road to Socialism’.
1 ‘Hymns Ancient and Modern’
=34 of the CP manifesto
‘People before Prophets’
sorry ‘Profits’.
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Wearside
shipyard
workers to
extend
strike

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

THE 240 FITTERS, main-
tenance men and blacksmiths
from the Doxford and Sunder-
land shipbuilding group on
Wearside have unanimously.
re-affirmed their decision to
continue their 14-week-old
strike against a productivity
deal.

A statement decided at a
special meeting of the district
meeting of the AEF said they:

‘. . . have unanimously
agreed to extend the area of
dispute which at present
directly involves our crafts-
men members in the Doxford
shipbuilding group.

‘However it appears, a
meeting between representa-
tives of the company and AEF
officials is to take place within
the next two days.

‘The decision to extend the
area of dispute will remain
suspended to allow negotia-
tions to take place. The deci-
sion to widen the area of
dispute was taken due to
management allowing and en-
couraging other people to
carry out work which is
normally done by the AEF
craftsmen who are at present
-involved in dispute with the
company.’

The shipyards have been
open during the last week
after the plumbers and elec-
tricians decided by a narrow
majority to accept recommen-
dations of their executive to
return to work for negotia-
tions.

LUCAS
PLANTS HIT

MORE than 3,000 Lucas
workers in Birmingham were
without work yesterday fol-
lowing the strike of 650
workers at the company’s die-
casting and plastics factories.

The strike, for a £9 a week
rise, has 'affected production
of electrical equipment at two
other Birmingham Lucas
plants.

A week today ‘
Yorks busmen plan

third pay strike

FURTHER STRIKE action is planned by W
Yorkshire Road Car company busmen a week
today following two recent Saturday stoppages.

Shackles

® FROM PAGE ONE

only hoping to stave off the
crisis for another 14 days.

Luard was brought down to
earth from his daydreams by
a question on car hire pur-
chase restrictions which have
faced car workers with short-
time and redundancies.

He could only reply lamely
that he would do all he could
to get them lifted.

Luard played on the anti-
Tory feelings of his audience
when he said that the Tories
‘general philosophy’ was hos-
tile to the unions.

Exchange

However, he added that he
didn’t think that there was
an official Labour Party policy
on Measured-Day Work and
that, as far as he was con-
cerned, the employers could
have it for a ‘worthwhile
rate’. .

Despite. Luard’s perform-
ance, the chairman of his
meeting, the senior Transport
and General Workers’ Union
shop steward from the nearby
Morris cars branch, summed
up the general feeling that
‘workers had a vital interest
in securing the return of a
Labour government’.

Not committed

The chairman said after-
wards that it was clear that
Luard wouldn’t commit him-
self at all to fight anti-union
legislation.

He warned that support for
the local Labour candidate
was ‘only qualified support.

‘We  won’t have any
shackles on the unions from
anybody — either Heath or
Wilson.'
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can be considerably Increased over the next three

You have the opportunity to Introduce new readers
by using our speclal election offer of 18 Issues by post
commencing June 1 for 15s.

Get your new reader to fill In the torm helow and posl
with #5s to:

Speclal Electlon Offer, Workers Press
186A Clapham Hlgh Street
London, SW4.

;-——-—————_—M—-m

Please send Workers Press from June 1

to June 20

I Postal order/cheque for 15s enclosed.

LATE NEWS

STRIKE THREAT

TO DUNLOP
Shop stewards threatened a
shutdown of 22 Dunlop fac-
tories in England, Scotland
and Wales after a breakdown
in (peace talks) with the man-
agement at Birmingham
yesterday.

A.stewards’ spokesman said
the company had refused to
increase its pay offer to en-
gineers at Fort Dunlop, Bir-
mingham, and all engineers
employed at the company
would be called out. This
‘would affect 45,000 produc-
tion workers.

The talks were aimed at
finding a formula to end the
five-week-old pay strike by
1,500 engineers which has
closed the Birmingham - plant.

The strike has stopped the
factory’s output of 200,000
motor tyres a week. 4,400

other men are out of work at
Birmingham and Leicester.
The Inchinnan india tyre
works in Scotland is also shut
because of the strike.
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They are demanding
an increase in the basic
wage from £15 2s to £20,
without strings.

On June 17, strike
day, the Transport and
General Workers’ Union
central committee, repre-
senting members in the
company, will be lobbied
by busmen demanding
support for the pay
fight.

The men are also setting
up a joint strike committee.

Last Saturday 670 of
them from Leeds, Bradford
and Otley depots struck for
the day. This followed a
strike by Leeds, Otley and
Wetherby depots on the
Bank Holiday May 23.

Keighly,
York depot drivers agreed
to support last Saturday’s
stoppage by turning buses
round at Leeds city
boundaries.

Turned béck

Thirty non-union drivers,
many of them part-timers,
operated private coaches
into Leeds on coastal runs,
some for only 4s an hour.

At Bradford a similar
number attempted to
operate, but half of them
agreed to turn back’ when
approached by pickets.

Productivity is at the
heart of the dispute.

Leeds is one of the few
depots nationally which has
refused to sign the one-
man-operated (OMO) agree-
ment.

Their stand is now draw-
ing a response from other
busmen.

No attempt is to be made
for united action with
Leeds Corporation busmen
and other companies for a
wage rise without strings.

Offer

After the first strike at
Leeds, the W Yorkshire
company offered a con-
solidated basi¢ of £18 5s
without OMO and £20 with
OMO.

This would not be a wage
rise and many past agree-
ments would be scrapped.

Consolidated agreements
have been signed by Mid-
land Red and Yorkshire
Traction.

@ An analysis of these
and the W Yorkshire pro-
posals will be made in later
issues of Workers Press.
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Harrogate and .

Sovex strike enters
~ fourth week

DATA members at the Sovex

Erith, Kent, factory have

"banned overtime in support

of 130 workers mow in the
fourth week of their strike
over a pay and productivity
agreement. '

The decision was made in
reply to managelment attempts
to prevent DATA, who have
also put in for a wage claim,
from supporting the strike.

The draughtsmen also
?on:ted £130 to the strike
und.

The intervention of the En-
gineering Employers’ Federa-
tion in supporting the Sovex
management in its opposition
to the wage claim raises the
necessity of extending support
for the strike into other fac-
tories in the area.

After yesterday’s mass meet~
ing had voted unanimously to
continue the strike, convenor
Laurie Smith said: ‘Workers
in this area will see that this
is not just a battle against
Sovex but against the employ-
ers as a whole.

‘Do they think that trade
unionists will stand aside
from helping others and
watch them go down whilst
the employers hide behind the

Engineering Employers’ Fed-
eration (EEF) to avoid a just
settlement?’ he added.

This intervention by the
EEF has prompted Vickers
(Crayford) workers to take
this up with their manage-
ment in relation to their wage
claim and in support of Sovex
strikers.

Money is urgéntly needed
for this important strike. Send
all donations to:

Mr J. W. Childs,
Treasurer,

18 Roseacre Rd,

Welling, Kent.

Yugoslav
miners out

WHILE Marshall Tito, waiv-
ing for the weekend his
republicanism, entertained
Princess Margaret and Lord
Snowdon on his Adriatic
island of Brioni, Yugoslav
workers have taken action
against the low wages which
are the other side of . the
luxury enjoyed by the bureau-
cracy.

In the pits of Ivanec, in the
northern region of Croatia,
1,100 miners are on: strike for
a 50 per cent wage increase.

Their present wages are
only 190 dinars (equivalent to
about £7) a week. They are
also demanding the reduction
of the working week to 42
hours.

WEATHER

London area, Channel Islands,
E and W Midlands, central
northern, central southern, N,
SW and SE England: Mist or
fog patches soon clearing.
Scattered thunderstorms later.
Light East winds. Very hot.
Max. 28C (82F), but cooler
near coasts.

E and NE England: Mist or
fog clearing, but persisting till
afternoon near coasts.
Scattered thunderstorms de-
veloping. Light SE winds. Hot.
Max. 26C (79F), but normal
near coasts Max. 17C (63F).

Glasgow area: Some mist or
fog at first otherwise sunny.
Isolated thunderstorms later
in day. Moderate East winds.
Very hot. Max. 25C (77F).

N Ireland: Mist or fog patches
soon clearing. Scattered thun-
derstorms developing. Light
NE winds. Very hot. Max.
26C (79F).

Outlook for Thursday and
Friday: Very warm and sunny,
although it may be rather
cloudy at times along NE
coast. Scattered thunder-
storms afternoon and evening,
mostly in the South.

‘Morning Star’ assistant
editor speaks to dull

meeting

@ FROM PAGE ONE

we stopped the cricket tour.
These are examples of what
can be done when you mobi-
lize opinion,” said Chater on

| the issue of parliamentary

roads to socialism.

To compare a retreat on ‘In
Place of Strife’ to the revolu-
tionary task of expropriating
the banks and the monopoliés
is a dangerous confusion.

To go on to compare it
with ‘forcing’ Wilson to aban-

don a cricket tour is sheer
fantasy.

If one was not dealing with
the Communist Party, such
perspectives could be dis-
missed as the product of poli-
tical . naivety.

Veterans
Wainwright and Chater are,
however, veteran Stalinists.
Such confusion on their lips
is only proof that the: CP
must desperately substitute
thése infantile formulas in
an attempt to avoid the revo-
lutionary  consequences  of
some of their policiés.

Rank-and-file glass committee

@ FROM PAGE ONE

from the committee in oppo-
sition to last week's decision
to call off a campaign of one-
day token strikes against the
rédundancies, allied to a call
for support from NW trade
unionists.

Taken off

A statement from the rank-
and-file committee this week
declares that the strikes were
called off because:

‘The 14 employees with
from two to 30 years’ service
who were to be made redun-
dant have now been taken off
the redundancy list. Only
employees with léss than 12
months’ service will be made
redundant.

‘The rank-and-file commit-
tee stands by the policy of re-
deployment. All available jobs

in other factories in St Helens"

should be offered to the men
on the redundancy list at
Triplex.’

Less pressure
Members of the committee
also claim that the threat of
the stoppages has forceéd the
management to relieve pres-
sure on its members at th
Triplex works. :

G&MWU officials are hold-
ing an inquiry this week into
its St Helens numbeér 91
branch, to which the Pilking-
ton workers belong.

Gerry Caughey, rank-and-
file committee chairman, com-
mented :

‘The union will inquire very
hard and then find itself not
guilty.’

Polish Minister
in Spanish talks

DURING his stay in Spain,
the Department Director of
the Polish Foreign Ministry
met Franco’s Foreign Minister
Lopez Bravo, it was reported
by Polish Radio.

The discussions of June 4
centred around the develop-
ing trade relations between
the Spanish fascist regime and
the Polish bureaucracy.

. Director - Staniszewski was
joined in the talks by the
Chief of the Polish Consular
and Trade Mission in Madrid,
Minister Plenipotentiary
Adrzej Onacik.

Fiat
chief to
visit
U.S.S.R.

GIOVANNI AGNELLI, head
of the Italian Fiat car firm,
is to visit the USSR soon.
He will be reviewing pro-
gress on the construction of
the Fiat plant at Togliatti-
grad on the Volga.

The factory is planned to turn
out 200,000 cars a yedr
initially, rising to 600,000 in
the late 1970s, but building
work is reported to be
behind schedule.

Agnelli will also be discussing
plans for a lorry plant on
the Kama River.

Neither Fords nor the Japan-
ese firms approached by the
Russians have so far shown
any willingness to under-
take this project. N

If Fiat take the job on, it is
likely to be in collaboration

with Volkswagen and
Daimler-Benz.
Rumours’

When they meet Agnelli at
the town named after Italy’s
leading Stalinist, Togliatti,
the Soviet bureaucrats will
be dealing with one of
Europe’s most important
capitalists.

Rumours of a link-up between
Fiat and Volkswagen have
been widespread. Fiat
already owns a big share in
Citréen as well as Lancia,
and is linked with Dunlops
through Pirelli tyres.

This family firm has faced the
most advanced section of

the Italian working class.

The Turin plant led the
massive strike and occupa-
tion movement in 1919-
1920.

It was also in the vanguard

of the 1943 strike against
the fascists.

In all the post-war actions of
the Italian trade unions,
Fiat has been the centre of
the struggle, culminating in
the powerful battles of the
past year.

‘Liberal’ ,

Agnelli has attempted to deal
with this militancy with
‘liberal’ policies.

His present moves to
strengthen Fiat influence in
the Soviet Union at the
same time as he builds up a
powerful merger of forces
in the European car indus-
try, must be seen as part of
his preparation to fight it
out with the Italian work-
ing class.

‘

.screechings, the

CEYLON

COALITION

THE NEW coalition govemmént under Mrs Banda;

ranaike is already taking emergency measures to cope
with its acute shortage of dollars and sterling.

An official spokesman said
that an order placed through a
London broker for 10,000 tons
of sugar has been cancelled.

The coalition won a sweép-
ing election victory two weeks
ago when it left the ruling
right-wing United National
Party with only 19 seats out
of a total of 157.

Mrs Bandaranaike’s  Sri
Lanka Freedom Party now
holds 90 seats, with its co-
alition partners the Lanka
Sama Samaja Party (19) and
the pro-Moscow Communist
Par?{S(Q bringing the total
to .

LSSP ministers

Three key ministries in the
coalition fell to LSSP mem-
bers—the party that openly
deserted Trotskyism and went
into the first Bandaranaike
coalition in 1964.

N. M. Peréra held the post
of Finance Minister then, just
as he does now.

The defeated UNP govern-
ment had built up very close
ties with the World Bank and
a powerful consortium of
powers with a stake in the
Ceylon economy. .

The World Bank is financing
the big Mahaweli hydro-elec-
tric project, with which it is
intended to irrigate extensive
parts of the island.

Perera’s démagogic attacks
on foreign and national banks
is in part a reflection of mass
pressure on the new coalition
leaders.

1964 failure

But, as we pointed out on
May 29, this same combina-
tion of renegade Trotskyists,
Stalinists and  bourgeois
nationalists failed to solve any
of the country’s basic prob-
lems in 1964.

The only answer to the
poverty, exploitation and un-

Powell

© FROM PAGE ONE

implementation is anti-union
legislation, which Powell men-
tioned only in passing.

However, he made it
brutally clear what is in-
volved, in a lengthy discourse
on the attractions of 19th-
century capitalism.

‘Don’t let’s snear at our
forefathers,” he enthused.

Workhouses? ‘Yes, they had
social services even in those

’

India? ‘We traded with
India. It was human invest-
ment.’

Yes, those were the days —
the period of imperialist
butchery, of trade wunions
struggling for their very exist-
ence against a ruling olass
confident that it was master.

Through Powell’s ujtra-right
Tory Party
can be seen baring its fangs
and sharpening its knives to
do battle.

BY A WORKERS PRESS
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

employment (over 800,000
youth unemployed) of the
Ceylonese workers and peas-
ants is:

@ Thé nationalization —
under workers’ control — of
the big estates and plantations
which form the backbone of
the island’s economy.

@ The repeal of the re-
actionary laws which discrim-
inate against immigrant wor-
kers and members of the
Tamil minority.

It is these two basic tasks

that have been constantly
evaded and betrayed by re-
visionists, reformists = and

Stalinists alike.

They can be consummated
only undér the leadership of
the Ceylon section of the
Fourth International.

Argentina

‘Sit-in’
president

gives

in to

the military

ARGENTINE president, 56-year-old Juan Czirlos
abandoned his post early yeste

Ongania,

day

eight hours after the country’s military chiefs
had announced that he had been deposed.

His resignation ended an
eight-hour sit-in at the
presidential palace in
Buenos Aires during which
Ongania tried to mobilize
sections of the army to his

support.

In a resignation speech he
accepted ‘total respomsibility’
for his policies in the four
years since he was brought
to power by a military coup
d’etat in  1966. also
appealed for ‘national unity’.

The new military rulers say
they will appoint a new presi-
dent within ten days and pre-
pare for elections and 4 return
to constitutional rule.

Their action comes after
sharpening working-class
struggles against the wage
freeze and police repressions,

.and ten days of political con-

fusion since the kidnapping
of ex-President Aramburu.

KIDNAPPED

Supporters of Aramburu,
who has still not been found,
say he was kidnapped by a
section of the security police.

They claim to have ques-
tioned the chauffeur of the

car used to abduct him, and.

handed him over to the police.
A statement by Ongania’s
Minister of Information,
Premoli, agreed a man had
been detained, but refused to
give further details.

The ‘kidnapping’ was used
to strengthen police powers
throughout the country. The
death penalty was reimposed,
with retrospective effect.

Police, backed by troops,
are still on guard around the
city of Cordoba, where last
week they were used to clear
the car factories, occupied by
the workers for three days,
and later to attack the genemal
strike called by the trade
unions against police brutality.

FORCED

Yesterday’s change of
leaders is therefore very much
a ‘palace revolution’ forced on
the ruling class by events.
~ In promising to return to
‘democratic’ ways, the mnew
rulers hope to placate work-
ing-class anger.

They must also try to make
a clean sweep after the Aram-
buru fiasco.

Argentine developments are
the reflection of a continent-
wide movement of the
workers and peasants in Latin

America which is pushing
regime after regime into
crisis.

IN URUGUAY, long known
as ‘the Switzerland of Latin
America’ because of its repu-
tation of ‘social peace’, the
government has prepared a
law giving 15-year jail sen-
tences to those who:

¢ . aid, organize, lead or
join any association which

BY A WORKERS PRESS
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arouses hatred or conflict be-
tween the classes or troubles
the political or social order of
the state.’

MARTIAL LAW

The move, which is backed
to the full by the Army
leaders, presages a drive to-
wards military dictatorship
and martial law.

IN BRAZIL the imprisonment
of thousands of opponents of
Medici’s dictatorship has not
crushed the resistance of the
labour movement.

Last Friday about 100
young members of _bar_med
left-wing  organizations,

demonstrated in the centre of
Rio de Janiero, shouting ‘Stop
the tortures!” and ‘Down with
fascism!’,

They distributed leaflets
and were joined by many
passers-by  sympathetic to
their courageous action.

Within ten minutes
thousands of armed police
arrived and attacked the
d%monstrators, arresting about
3

The government, having
banned all press reports on
the demonstration, later tried
to attribute the ‘disturbances’
to excitement generated by
the World Cup.

VICTIMS

IN GUATEMALA two
teachers, Ruffino Guzman and
José Carascun Paz, are the
latest victims of the right-
wing terror encouraged by the
government against the labour
movement.

Their bodies, with mutila-
tions showing they had been
tortured, were found last
Sunday.’

‘In the last month more than
30 people have been threat-
ened by the right-wing terror-
ist organization ‘An eye for an

UNION
' OFFICE
STRIKE?

CLERICAL staff at the Leeds
office of the National Union
of Tailor and Garment
Workers will be out on strike
today if there is no satis-
fa settlement of their
long-delayed national pay
claim for £3 a week, which
would bring their minimum
wage to £15 a week _at the
age of 21. i

The 17 girls—CAWU mem-
bers—staged a half-day strike
on Monday, but were per-
suaded to return to work by
union officials pending the
outcome of yesterday’s Lon-
don meeting between the
NUTGW secretary and a
London officer of the CAWU.

MEETINGS

Political
significance of
General
Election

OXFORD

Alma Hall, Alma Place, 7.30 p.m.
Wednesday June 10: ‘The lesssons of
the 1964-1970 Labour government’.

Wednesday June 17: ‘The Political
issues in the General Election’.

Speaker: G. Healy (SLL aational
. secretary)

LONDON

Sunday, June 14, 7.30 p.m.
St Pancras Town Hall, Euston Rd.
Speakers: G. Healy (SLL national

secretary)
A. Thornett (ATUA), J. Simmance
(YS secretary)
~ SWINDON
Friday, June 12, 7.30 p.m.
Co-operative Hall, East Street

Speakers: G. Healy (SLL national
secretary)

Frank Willis (ATUA)
HULL

Wednesday, June 10, 8 p.m.
ASW Hall, 53 Beverley Road

AND DEMONSTRATIONS

ALL TRADES
UNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

‘Fight the Tories’

DUNDEE. Wednesday, June 10,
7.30 p.m.
AUBTW Hall, Bain Square

LEEDS. Wednesday, June 10,
8 p.m.

Prince of Wales Hotel.
Speakers: Jack Gale and Bernard
Diamond.
ABERDEEN. Thursday, June 11,
8 p.m.

Music Hall (West Front Room)

OLLERTON. Saturday, June 20,
1 p.m. .
Plough Inn.

MIDDLESBROUGH. Friday June 12,
7.30 p.m.
Labour Club, Linthorpe Road.

WIGAN: Sunday, June 14, 8 p.m.
Market Hotel, Mesnes St.

Speaker: Bill Hunter (CAV-Lucas
shop steward).

BRISTOL UNIVERSITY
YOUNG SOCIALISTS
STUDENT. SOCIETY

Marxist
Week
June 11-17

In commemoration of the

centenary of Lenin’s birth.

Thursday, June 11
Marxism and the economic crisis.
Friday, June 12 .
George Orwell—from Communism
to anti-Communism.
Sunday, June 14
Folk music and working-class
consciousness.
Monday, June 15
Marxism and history.

Tuesday, June 16

Marxism and alienation.
Wednesday, June 17

Lenin and the coming English
yevolution. .
Speaker Mike Banda, editor of
Workers Press.
Meeting will include a film
showing how Workers Press is
produced-

ALL:-MEETINGS 8.15 p.m.
STUDENTS’ UNION
QUEEN’S ROAD
BRISTOL

BIRMINGHAM
Saturday June 13
Assemble 2.30 p.m.

Waterloo St, Victoria Sq
The demonstrations will be followed by public meetings.

For Socialist policies!
To keep thle Tories out!

YOUNG SOCIALIST DEMONSTRATIONS!

Vote Labour June 18!
Expose Wilson!

SHEFFIELD
Saturday, June 13

Assemble 2.30 p.m.
Young St, Moor

NEWCASTLE
Saturday June 13

Assemble 3 p.m.
Morden St
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