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IN USE in Belfast
weekend were the new
‘night-sight’ rifles. Above
one soldier looks through
the telescopic, infra-red
sights as he shoots up at a
block of flats.

last

‘Night-sight’
rifles now
in Belfast

This is just ome of the
latest innovations in mili-

tary equipment. Others
appear more medieval —
such as the two-man cata-
pult mounted on a Land
Rover for aiming CS-gas
canisters.
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Continuous clashes in Ulster as courageous

youth and women face troops

Army terror
stepped up

AFTER ALMOST a year of military occupation

and six consecutive nights of vicious fighting
between British troops and Irish workers in

Belfast, Ulster is being rapidly turned into an

imperialist charnel house.

It is also evident that
the reaction to the British
army’s policy of shooting,
looting and booting, which
has already claimed five
dead, dozens injured and
hundreds tnder arrest,
would be much greater in
Britain if it wasn’t for the
conspiracy of silence and
distortion pursued by the
mass media in this country.

The TV and press lost no

oppoftunity in  embarrassing

the Labour government by
giving close-up and first-hand
accounts of the struggles and
the viewpoints of the Catholic
minority in particular.

Free hand

Since the Tories came to
power, Ulster has been rele-
gated to the inside pages and
vital information suppressed,
whilst the Army, equipped
with a new and diabolical
technology of repression, is
given a free hand.

The extreme gravity of
the situation, which is be-
ing exacerbated daily by the
presence of British troops
and RUC, has been admit-

African
leaders plan
arms deal
opposition

FOREIGN Ministers of Kenya,
Tanzania, Uganda and Zam-
bia have reached agreement
on the strategy to be adopted
on any Tory arms deal with
S Africa, it was reported from
Nairobi at the end of yester-
day’s meeting there.

The joint communique
stated that the four ministers
had made ‘a number of recom-
mendations’ to their heads of
state for concerted action on
the arms sale issue.

And in London, the Tory
Foreign Office formally denied
earlier allegations that the
Heath government has decided
to end the Beira naval patrol,
which has been carried out
since 1966 by the British navy
to enforce sanctions against
the Smith regime in Rhodesia.

First choice

FOULNESS, Essex, is still
Greater London  Council’s
preference of four possible

sites for a third London air-
port, Mr A. R. Vandermeer,
counsel for the GLC, told the
Roskill Commission in London
esterday.

Tory leaders
prepare to
fight miners

LEADERS of Britain’s 300,000 miners today submit
pay demands which the National Coal Board claims
would increase its national wage bill by up to 334 per

cent in a full year.

The claim — costed at £72
million — includes minimum-
wage demands of £20 a week
for surfacemen, £22 for under-
ground workers and £30 for
those slogging it out at the
coal-face itself.

It would mean rises of be-
tween £3 and £6 a week.

Although carried by only a
small majority of delegates to
last month’s National Union
of Mineworkers’ conference,
there is widespread and mili-
tant rank-and-file support for
these demands.

The union’s S Wales, Scot-
tish, Derbyshire, Cumberland
and Midlands areas all had
resolutions  reflecting  this
militancy before the confer-
ence.

At the Yorkshire miners’
gala in June, many miners
marched with placards
demanding their leaders fight
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for minimum wages of be-
tween £25 and £35 or resign!

Strike action if the claim is
not granted was the main
plank of the successful S
Wales conference resolution.

But a real fight for the
official claim inevitably poses
a major clash with both the
NCB and the Tory govern-
ment.

And—to pitch it at its very
lowest—most miners will have
grave doubts about the NUM’s
leadership’s preparedness or
intention to seriously cam-
paign for this claim.

Writing in the July issue of
his union’s journal,
talking NUM general secretary
Lawrence Daly set the tone
with a statement that the
implementation of resolutions
adopted by the conference
would depend on ‘the out-
come of negotiations not only
with the NCB but with the
new Tory government’.

Resistance

Yesterday's private consulta-
tions between Employment
and  Productivity  Minister
Robert Carr and seven other
senior front-benchers have
already given part of the Tory
answer to this vain reformist
hope.

The meeting was called to
discuss pay claims submitted
by workers directly employed
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BY THE EDITOR

ted by both Catholic and

Protestant MPs.

Mr Paddy Devlin, Labour
MP for Falls, who previously
welcomed troops, yesterday
categorically  attacked  the
army’s role in the most sur-
prising terms:

‘The Army are. deliberately
provoking trouble in certain
selected areas where Catholics
live to justify saturation of
those areas by troops. [800
troops were deployed in
New Lodge Rd alone—ed.]

‘The British Army are now
behaving like  -a -conquering
Army of medieval times. With
the restraining hand () of
Mr James Callaghan gone
from the Home Office, General
Freeland is reverting to the
type of General that Irish
people read about in their
history books.

Mr Devlin is learning the
hard way what the Workers
Press pointed out a year ago:
that the use of British troops
by a Labour government would
ultimately bring down the
Labour government and lead
to an even more intense re-
pression by the Tories.

Inquliry

Even more significant is

. the statement of the reaction-

ary Unionist MP for E Belfast,
Stanley McMaster, who has
called for an inquiry into
19-year-old Danny :{O’Hagan's
death, a call which *‘Mr Porter,
Minister of Hyme Affairs, has
firmly rejected.-*

Despite the grave doubts
surrounding O’Hagan's death
and the mounting criticism of
the ‘Black and Tans in battle
dress’”, which even McMaster
was forced to echo, General
Freeland and the Stormont
puppet regime have decided
to go ahead with the forensic
farce of an army inquiry.

We can predict that the
findings will be so impartial
that not a single soldier will
be found guilty.

Some months ago one even-
ing daily in Britain seriously
suggested the setting up of
concentration camps in order
to quieten ‘troublemakers’.

According to the ‘Irish
Independent’
Ulster ‘are bulging at the
seams as each night's riots
result in a fresh batch of
prisoners and few are granted
bail by the magistrates’.

Warning

Commenting on the fact

that 85 people have been
arrested in the last week’s
‘riot’ — ten of whom are
under 16 — this conservative
journal warns:

‘A serious situation will
result if the riots and arrests
continue . ..’

* Far from declining, the
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Women have led many of the militant demonstrations in
Ulster during the occupation and during curfews. On Sun-
day they stormed the Antrim Rd, Belfast, barriks wuving
banners and chanting slogans against the iroops.

the prisons in -

More weeping and
wailing from
British-Leyland

BRITISH-LEYLAND chairman Lord Stokes added his
voice on Tuesday to the anti-strike clamour being
generated by company executives in an effort to explain
the group’s nose-diving profits.

The upturn in trade
which he had forecast in
February had not
materialized, he told
shareholders in London.

He was speaking at a
meeting called to approve a
scheme to provide senior
executives with valuable new
‘perks’, including the right
to buy shares with money
borrowed from the com-
pany. -

This has the added ad-
vantage for British-Leyland,
of course, that it gives the
executives a further stake in
ensuring that the company’s
profits rise.

The company's pre-tax
profits in the last six months
were only £1.1 million, com-
pared with £19.3 million for
the same period last vear.

In the past year labour
costs had risen by 10 per
cent, Stokes told the
meeting.

This, in turn, was affect-
ing the company's ability to
maintain adequate invest-
ment.

Southampton cranemen

CRANE DRIVERS at
Southampton docks went
back to work yesterday

after their 36-hour protest
strike for more pay.

The 150 strikers walked
out on Monday night, stop-
ping work on five cargo
vessels only 24 hours after
the port got back to normal
working following the three-
week national dock strike.

The cranemen want an
interim award because the
port’s Devlin Phase Two
modernization deal was de-
layed from implementation

return

on August 1 by the national
stoppage.

This affected their own
demand to match ' the
£37 10s-a~-week wage offered
to the 1,700 Southampton
dockers in exchange for
Devlin Phase Two proposals.

Under this deal employers
can operate a waiver clause
when shipping is slack and
force dock workers down
to the £11 1s 8d basic rate.

BY JOHN SPENCER

Stokes tried to lay the
blame for this, as always,
on the workers:

‘We have been plagued
with the effects of strikes
by outside suppliers of
components. To keep our
factories going we have
been building cars without
tyres, glass, wipers or

starter motors, storing them

Lord Stokes

as far as possible under
cover and fitting the miss-
ing components later.

‘No company or country
can indefinitely  survive
these perpetual unofficial
wild-cat strikes which are
ruining our international
competitiveness.’
© Stokes’ remarks are in
line with the threats to
British-Leyland jobs issued
earlier this week by man-
@ PAGE FOUR COL. 8

Phase
Two
moves
continue

MANOEUVRES by London
port employers and Transport
and General Workers’ Union
officials to push through
modernization have been re-
sumed after the three-week
interruption.

Already tally clerks in the
enclosed docks have been
offered an extra £1 — the sum
awarded to all dockers under
the Pearson settlement — in a
bid to complete a moderniza-
tion deal this month, and
today London dockers will be
offered £1 extra on the pro-
posed £34 10s minimum for
modernization.

On Friday the London
Docks Modernization Com-
mittee will meet the employers
and union chiefs hope to put
the finishing touches to the
arrangements for introducing
Devlin Phase Twe pay and
productivity deals in the port.

Threads

Union officials and em-
ployers now aim to pick up
the threads of the moderniza-
tion proposals, broken and
seriously jeopardized by the
claim for a higher basic rate,
and clear the path to speed-up
and massive redundancies in
all the British ports.

Their greatest fear through-
out the dispute was that the
£20 basic, if won by dockers,
would be reflected in piece
rates and bonuses and en-
courage men to reject Devlin
outright.

They hope that possible
confusion and’ complacency
among dockers due to the
Pearson deal will be a basis
for introducing Devlin.

These desires must be
dashed by all portworkers who
must now be more vigilant
than they have ever been in
the past and expose and reject
these back-stair negotiations
on modernization.

wift moves

to Middle
East deal

PREPARATIONS for negotiations on a Middle-East
settlement are now moving at breakneck speed. United
Nations mediator Dr Gunnar Jarring has already begun
separate discussions in New York with representatives
of Israel, Jordan and Egypt, and a ceasefire could be
declared very soon.

Under pressure from the Soviet bureaucracy, the Arab leaders
will begin bargaining away the future of the Palestinian people
dispossessed by the Zionist state, in return for a promise of Israeli
withdrawal from territories occupied in 1967.

In her Knesset (Parliament)
speech on Tuesday, however,
Israel’s Prime Minister Mrs
Golda - Meir declared that she
would only talk on certain
conditions.

Washington had first assured
them the US would strengthen
Israel’s defences:

And there would be no
withdrawal from the ceasefire
lines until a binding peace
treaty had been agreed.

But most important was her
declaration that there was no
question of a withdrawal to
the .re-1967 borders.

APPROY ' T.

v the

mnentary approval, despite the

defection of the extreme right-
wing Gahal Party from the
Cabinet,

Israel’s second largest party,
Gahal is led by Menachem
Beigin’'s Herut (‘Freedom’)
Paty, which was formed by
waaiibers of e degiudise
Irgun Zvai Leumi (National
Military Organization).

This group was not only

engaged in fighting the British
forces before 1947, but was
also responsible for the mas-
sacre of the inhabitants of
the Arab village of Deir Yassin
in April 1948,

Beigin and his followers are
proud of the fact that this
attack, killing 254 men,
women and children, set off
the flight of large sections of
the Palestinian population.

‘While Meir receives applause
for her ‘peace-making’ accept-
ance of negotiations, it should
not be forgotten that Beigin
has been a member of her
Cabinet, and that she spent
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FIGHTING broke out yes-
terday in N Jordan between
the Nasserite Action
Organization for the Libera-
tion of Palestine, and the

Popilar Front for the
Liberation of Palestine,
There were dead and

wounded on both sides.

The Action Organization
declared its support on
Friday for Nasser’s accept=
ance of the US plan, while
the Popular Front, led by
Dr Habash, was the main
organicer of the first
demonstration in Amman
against th~ neer Hations.

STALINIEM
IN
BRITAIN

BY ROBERT BLACK

Now on sale

ON THE occasion of the 50th
anniversary of the Communist
Party of Great Britain, New
Park Publications Ltd has pub-
lished ‘Stalinism In Britaln’.
Its 440 pages not only trace
the degeneration of the Parly
after Lenin’s death right up to
Its present ‘Parllamentary Road
fo Soclallsm’, but they also
contain materlal no longer
easlly accessible to Com-
munist Party members and
supporters:

‘Stalinilsm In Britain’ Is now
avallable from New Park Pub-
licatlons Ltd, 186a Clapham
High St London, SW4, at
22s 6d soft cover and £2 hard
cover. (Postage extira.)

1970: Thirty years
since Trotsky’s
assassination

SOGIALIST
LABOUR
LEAGUE

-Memorial
Meeting

ACTON
TOWN HALL

High St, Acton

Sunday
August 23

Starts 3 p.m.

Admission 2s

Speakers:
G. HEALY (SLL natloail

Secretary), M. BAN
{Editor Workers Press),
A. JENNINGS (Editor
Keep Left).

Chairman:

C. SLAUGHTER (SLL
Central Committee).

Leon Troi?sky’s
last words:

‘I ‘am confident of
~the victory of the
Fourth International

Go forward’!
o

Thié means:

ForWard with ther

first Trotskyist

daily newspaper-
WORKERS PRESS

ALSO: The first public showing of the latest
Young Socialists’ film—*Youth in Action in
the Year of Lenin and Trotsky’.
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IN USE in Belfast last
weekend were the new
‘night-sight’ rifles. Above
one soldier looks through
the telescopic, infra-red
sights as he shoots up at a
block of flats.

‘Night-sight’
rifles now
in Belfast

This is just one of the
latest innovations in mili-

tary equipment. Others
appear more medieval —
such as the two-man cata-
pult mounted on a Land
Rover for aiming CS-gas
canisters.
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Continuous clashes in Ulster as courageous
youth and women face troops

Army terror
stepped up

AFTER ALMOST a year of military occupation

and six consecutive nights of vicious fighting
between British troops and Irish workers in

Belfast, Ulster is being rapidly turned into an

imperialist charnel house.

It is also evident that
the reaction to the British
army’s policy of shooting,
looting and booting, which
has already claimed five
dead, dozens injured and
hundreds under arrest,
would be much greater in
Britain if it wasn’t for the
conspiracy of silence and
distortion pursued by the
mass media in this country.

The TV and press lost no
oppotrtunity
the Labour government by
giving close-up and first-hand
accounts of the struggles and
the viewpoints of the Catholic
minority in particular.

Free hand

Since the Tories came to
power, Ulster has been rele-
gated to the inside pages and
vital information suppressed,
whilst the Army, equipped
with a new and diabolical
technology of repression, is
given a free hand.

The extreme gravity of
the situation, which is
ing exacerbated daily by the
presence of British troops
and RUC, has been admit-

in embarrassing ™

African
leaders plan
arms deal
opposition

FOREIGN Ministers of Kenya,
Tanzania, Uganda and Zam-
bia have reached agreement
on the strategy to be adopted
on any Tory arms deal with
S Africa, it was reported from
Nairobi at the end of yester-
day’s meeting there.

The joint communique
stated that the four ministers
had made ‘a number. of recom-
mendations’ to their heads of
state for concerted action on
the arms sale issue.

And in London, the Tory
Foreign Office formally denied
earlier allegations that the
Heath government has decided
to end the Beira naval patrol,
which has been carried out
since 1966 by the British navy
to enforce sanctions against
the Smith regime in Rhodesia.

First choice

FOULNESS, Essex, is still
Greater London  Council’s
preference of four possible
sites for a third London air-
port, Mr A. R. Vandermeer,
counsel for the GLC, told the
Roskill Commission in London
esterday.

Tory leaders
prepare to
fight miners

LEADERS of Britain’s 300,000 miners today submit
pay demands which the National Coal Board claims
would increase its national wage bill by up to 334 per

cent in a full year.

The claim — costed at £72
million — includes minimum-
wage demands of £20 a week
for surfacemen, £22 for under-
ground workers and £30 for
those slogging it out at the
coal-face itself.

It would mean rises of be-
tween £3 and £6 a week.

Although carried by only a
small majority of delegates to
last month’s National Union
of Mineworkers’ conference,
there is widespread and mili-
tant rank-and-file support for
these demands.

The union’s S Wales, Scot-
tish, Derbyshire, Cumberland
and Midlands areas all had
resolutions  reflecting  this
militancy before the confer-
ence.

At the Yorkshire miners’
gala in June, many miners
marched with placards
demanding their leaders fight
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for minimum wages of be-
tween £25 and £35 or resign!

Strike action if the claim is
not granted was the main
plank of the successful S
Wales conference resolution.

But a real fight for the
official claim inevitably poses
a major clash with both the
NCB and the Tory govern-
ment.

And—to pitch it at its very
lowest—most miners will have
grave doubts about the NUM’s
leadership’s preparedness or
intention to seriously cam-
paign for this claim.

Writing in the July issue of
his union’s journal, ‘left’-
talking NUM general secretary
Lawrence Daly set the tone
with a statement that the
implementation of resolutions
adopted by the conference
would depend on ‘the out-
come of negotiations not only
with the NCB but with the
new Tory government’.

Resistance

Yesterday’s private consulta-
tions between Employment
and Productivity  Minister
Robert Carr and seven other
senior front-benchers have
already given part of the Tory
answer to this vain reformist
hope.

The meeting was called to
discuss pay claims submitted
by workers directly employed
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BY THE EDITOR

ted by both Catholic and

Protestant MPs.

Mr Paddy Devlin, Labour
MP for Falls, who previously
welcomed troops, yesterday
categorically attacked the
army’s role in the most sur-
prising terms:

‘The Army are. deliberately
provoking trouble in certain
selected areas where Catholics
live to justify saturation of
those areas by troops. [800
troops were deployed in
New Lodge Rd alone—ed.]

‘The British Army are now
behaving like a conquering
Army of medieval times. With
the restraining hand (1) of
Mr James Callaghan gone
from the Home Office, General
Freeland is reverting to the
type of General that Irish
people read about in their
history books.’

Mr Devlin is learning the
hard way what the Workers
Press pointed out a year ago:
that the use of British troops
by a Labour government would
ultimately bring down the
Labour government and lead
to an even more intense re-
pression by the Tories.

lnqdiry

Even more significant is
the statement of the reaction-
ary Unionist MP for E Belfast,
Stanley McMaster, who has
called for an inquiry into
19-year-old Danny :O’Hagan’s
death, a call which‘Mr Porter,
Minister of Hpme Affairs, has
firmly rejected.*

Despite the grave doubts
surrounding O’Hagan’s death
and the mounting criticism of
the ‘Black and Tans in battle
dress’, which even McMaster
was forced to echo, General
Freeland and the Stormont
puppet regime have decided
to go ahead with the forensic
farce of an army inquiry.

We can predict that the
findings will be so impartial
that not a single soldier will
be found guilty.

Some months ago one even-
ing daily in Britain seriously
suggested the setting up of
concentration camps in order
to quieten ‘troublemakers’.

According to the ‘Irish
Independent’ the prisons in
Ulster ‘are bulging at the

seams as each night’s riots
result in a fresh batch of
prisoners and few are granted
bail by the magistrates’.

Warning

Commenting on the fact
that 85 people have been
arrested in the last week’s
‘riots’ — ten of whom are
under 16 — this conservative
journal warns:

‘A serious situation will
result if the riots and arrests
continue . ..’

Far from declining, the
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Women have led many of the militant demonstrations in
Ulster during the occupation and during curfews. On Sun-
day they stormed the Antrim Rd, Belfast, bar:.cks waving
banners and chanting slogans against the iroops.

More weeping and
wailing from
British-Leyland

BRITISH-LEYLAND chairman Lord Stokes added his
voice on Tuesday to the anti-strike clamour being
generated by company executives in an effort to explain
the group’s nose-diving profits.

The upturn in trade
which he had forecast in
February had not
materialized, he told
shareholders in London.

He was speaking at a
meeting called to approve a
scheme to provide senior
executives with valuable new
‘perks’, including the right
to buy shares with money
borrowed from the com-

pany. »

This has the added ad-
vantage for British-Leyland,
of course, that it gives the
executives a further stake in
ensuring that the company’s
profits rise.

The company’s pre-tax
profits in the last six months
were only £1.1 million, com-
pared with £19.3 million for
the same period last year.

In the past year labour
costs had risen by 10 per
cent, Stokes told the
meeting.

This, in turn, was affect-
ing the company’s ability to
maintain adequate invest-
ment.

Southampton cranemen

CRANE DRIVERS at
Southampton docks went
back to work yesterday
after their 36-hour protest
strike for more pay.

The 150 strikers walked
out on Monday night, stop-
ping work on five cargo
vessels only 24 hours after
the port got back to normal
working following the three-
week national dock strike.

The cranemen want an
interim award because the
port’s Devlin Phase Two
modernization deal was de-
layed from implementation

return

on August 1 by the national
stoppage.

This affected their own
demand to match the
£37 10s-a-week wage offered
to the 1,700 Southampton
dockers in exchange for
Devlin Phase Two proposals.

Under this deal employers
can operate a waiver clause
when shipping is slack and
force dock workers down
to the £11 1s 8d basic rate.

BY JOHN SPENCER

Stokes tried to lay the
blame for this, as always,
on the workers:

‘We have been plagued
with the effects of strikes
by outside suppliers of
components. To keep our
factories going we have
been building cars without
tyres, glass, wipers or

starter motors, storing them

Lord Stokes

as far as possible under
cover and fitting the miss-
ing components later.

‘No company or country
can indefinitely  survive
these perpetual unofficial
wild-cat strikes which are
ruining our international
competitiveness.’

* Stokes’ remarks are in
line with the threats to
British-Leyland jobs issued
earlier this week by man-
@® PAGE FOUR COL. 8

Phase
Two
moves
continue

MANOEUVRES by London
port employers and Transport
and General Workers’ Union
officials to push through
modernization have been re-
sumed after the three-week
interruption.

Already tally clerks in the
enclosed docks have been
offered an extra £1 — the sum
awarded to all dockers under
the Pearson settlement — in a
bid to complete a moderniza-
tion deal this month, and
today London dockers will be
offered £1 extra on the pro-
posed £34 10s minimum for
modernization.

On Friday the London
Docks Modernization Com-
mittee will meet the employers
and union chiefs hope to put
the finishing touches to the
arrangements for introducing
Devlin Phase Twe pay and
productivity deals in the port.

Threads

Union officials and em-
ployers now aim to pick up
the threads of the moderniza-
tion proposals, broken and
seriously jeopardized by the
claim for a higher basic rate,
and clear the path to speed-up
and massive redundancies in
all the British ports.

Their greatest fear through-
out the dispute was that the
£20 basic, if won by dockers,
would be reflected in piece
rates and bonuses and en-
courage men to reject Devlin
outright.

They hope that possible
confusion and” complacency
among dockers due to the
Pearson deal will be a basis
for introducing Devlin.

These desires must be
dashed by all portworkers who
must now be more vigilant
than they have ever been in
the past and expose and reject
these back-stair negotiations
on modernization,

wift moves

to Middle
East deal

PREPARATIONS for negotiations on a Middle-East
settlement are now moving at breakneck speed. United
Nations. mediator Dr Gunnar Jarring has already begun
separate discussions in New York with representatives
of Israel, Jordan and Egypt, and a ceasefire could be
declared very soon.

Under pressure from the Soviet bureaucracy, the Arab leaders
will begin bargaining away the future of the Palestinian people
dispossessed by the Zionist state, in return for a promise of Israeli
withdrawal from territories occupied in 1967.

In her Knesset (Parliament)
speech on Tuesday, however,
Israel’s Prime Minister Mrs
Golda - Meir declared that she
would only talk on certain
conditions.

Washington had first assured
them the US would strengthen
Israel’s defences:

And there would be no
withdrawal from the ceasefire
lines until a binding peace
treaty had been agreed.

But most important was her
declaration that there was no
question of a withdrawal to
the 1.re-1967 borders.

APPROV ' T.

N the

mentary approval, despite the
defection of the extreme right-
wing Gahal Party from the
Cabinet.

Israel’s second largest party,
Gahal is led by Menachem
Beigin’s Herut (‘Freedom’)
Paty, which was formed by
aaeiiibeis Ol e wedgogise
Irgun Zvai Leumi (National
Military Organization).

This group was not only
engaged in fighting the British
forces before 1947, but was
also responsible for the mas-
sacre of the inhabitants of
the Arab village of Deir Yassin
in April 1948.

Beigin and his followers are
proud of the fact that this
attack, Kkilling 254 men,
women and children, set off
the flight of large sections of
the Palestinian population.

While Meir receives applause
for her ‘peace-making’ accept-
ance of negotiations, it should
not be forgotten that Beigin
has been a member of her
Cabinet, and that she spent
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FIGHTING broke out yes-
terday in N Jordan between
the Nasserite Action
Organization for the Libera-
tion of Palestine, and the

Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine.
There were dead and

wounded on both sides.

The Action Organization
declared its support on
Friday for Nasser’s accept-
ance of the US plan, while
the Popular Front, led by
Dr Habash, was tke main
organicer of the first
demonstration in Amman
against th~ »egr Hations.

STALINISM
IN
BRITAIN

BY ROBERTWBLACK

Now on sale

ON THE occaslon of the 50th
anniversary of the Communist
Party of Great Britain, New
Park Publications Ltd has pub-
lished ‘Stalinism In Britain'.
Its 440 pages not only trace
the degeneration of the Party
after Lenin’s death right up to
Its present ‘Parllamentary Road
to Soclalism’, but they also
contain materlal no longer
easlly accessible to Com-

munist Party members and
supporters:

‘Stalinism In Britain’ Is now
avallable from New Park Pub-
lications Lid, 186a Clapham
High St, London, SW4, at
228 6d soft cover and £2 hard
cover. (Postage extra.)

1970: Thirty years
since Trotsky’s
assassination

SOGIALIST
LABOUR
LEAGDE

‘Memorial
Meeting

ACTON

TOWN HALL
High St, Acton

Sunday
August 23

Starts 3 p.m.

Admission 2s

Speakers:

G. HEALY (SLL nati il
Secretary), M. BAN
(Editor Workers Press),
A. JENNINGS (Editor
Keep Left).

Chairman:

C. SLAUGHTER (SLL
Central Committee).

Leon Trotsky’s

last words:

‘I am confident of
the victory of the
Fourth International

Go forward’!

This means:

Forward with the

first Trotskyist

daily newspaper-
WORKERS PRESS

ALSO: The first public showing of the latest
Young Socialists’ film—‘Youth in Action in
the Year of Lenin and Trotsky’.
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CISSY
LODGE
VISITS

UNTIL
AUG. 14.

Extreme top:
Banana
Sundae

1962

Left: The
Artist With Soft
Typewriter—
‘Ghost version’
1970.

Below: Floor-
Burger (Giant
Hamburger)
1962,
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THE CLAES
OLDENBURG
EXHIBITION
AT THE TATE
GALLERY—
SHOWING

2 "ii\’ﬁ“zk

Bedroom Ensemble (the original installation at the Sidney Janis Gallery, January 1964).

OLDENBURG’S first
works were a kind of
trash-can art, recording
his impressions of New
York’s lower East Side.

He lived in New York in
the late 1950s, the centre of
artistic development at that
time, when Abstract Expres-
sionism was at its height.

Although New York had
become the centre of painting
by this time, having taken over
Paris, the artists themselves
were dominated by a feeling of
depression and despair.

Abstract expressionism was
the most important tendency
in American painting during
the 1950s.

It developed one side of sur-
realism that had been brought
to America by André Breton.

The abstract expressionist

artists tried to express the
forces of the subconscious by
subordinating the rational to
an automatic process, whereby
the artist created spontaneous
works through improvisation.

< Through this method Pol-
lock and Gorky made paint-
ings "that had no recognizable
forms, but which expressed
abstract rhythms, that related
above all to moods stemming
from their individual lives.

In this sense their painting
was subjective and introspec-
tive.

Oldenburg’s early works are
created through the ‘auto-
matic’ method — he allows
forms to discover themselves
in scrawls and in fragments
of newspaper and wood.

But already his art is related
to an immediate environment
rather than general feelings.

It is a lumpen art of the
street.*

Sharp break

There is a sharp break from
ethereal limbo of painters like
Rothko and Pollock. The real
world of material objects
enters abruptly in the form of
a burlap garbage bag.

But the materials are not
used to represent themselves;
they are placed into a context
in which they represent some-
thing else. A piece of wood
and a shoe heel are turned
into the American flag.

Many of the leading artists

of abstract expressionism
ended their lives through
suicide.

The death of Rothko a few
months ago reflected the pres-
sure of American imperialism
on American art.

The tremendous tensions
and contradictions in Ameri-
can society at its most power-
ful and decadent found its
reflection in the lives of its
artists, or rather in their
deaths.

The movement of Pop Art
that developed in New York
at the end of the 1950s, was
acutely conscious of this cul-
tural heritage.

The artists’ attitude to
American society and values is
both brash and ironic, admir-
ing and critical. For the first
time American artists freed
themselves from the domina-
tion of European culture, even
though American capitalism
had superseded European
capitalism many years before.

The American ruling class
became forced to rule with
increasing brutality.

The contradiction between
the American dream and
reality split open when the
Americans entered Vietnam.

Oldenburg writes that he is
for ‘US government inspected
art, Grade A art, Regular

*Drawn from Oldenburg’s
impressions of New York’s
Lower East Side Streets.

. eyes

Us

Price Art, Yellow ripe art,
Extra Fancy art, Ready-to-eat
art, Best-for-less art, Ready-to
cook art, Fully cleaned art,
Spend-less art, Eat better art,
Ham art, pork art, chicken art,
tomato art, banana art, apple
art, turkey art, cake art, cookie
art’.
Oldenburg thus appears to
celebrate the achievements and
culture of capitalist society.

But the past of the abstract
expressionists, their anxiety
and doubt has not just been
overcome. The development of
Pop Art shows how art
develops through the conflict
of opposites: abstract expres-
sionism is‘the opposite of Pop
Art. .

But these seemingly bland
and innocent hamburgers,
typewriters and pies ‘that
Oldenburg places before our
constantly undermine
their own reality.

They are created with tech-
niques derived from the
painters of the 1950s,

The ‘Typewriter’ negates ail
our ideas about typewriters—
it’s a ghost, ‘softly inflatable
object.

‘READY-TO-EAT’

Oldenburg’s ‘bedroom’
exaggerates the qualities of
bourgeois ‘taste — imitation
furs, imitation marble.

As he says:

‘Nothing real or human. All
styles on the side of death’.

The distorted perspective,
the greys, blacks and whites
excite a feeling of horror.

In making these works
Oldenburg draws on American
commercial art.

He says that ‘American
commercial art . . . while pre-
senting eminently hot matter
. . . “object pornography” . ..
is in a way a medel of the

“objective expressionism” I
practice’.

Unrest
His works express the

unrest in a society that is

/ capable of producing com-

modities to satisfy itself many
times over, but in which those
commodities and enormous
wealth is completely alienated
from those who produce it.

All Oldenburg’s objects are
impossible to use.

So far Oldenburg has made
some interesting statements.

BBC 1

6.00
7.10
8.00
8.50
9.10

NEWS and weather.

gramme.
10.00
11.05

Weather.
11.27

All regions as BBC 1 except:

Midlands, North, South and West and
E Anglia: 6.00-6.45 Your region
tonight. 11.57 News, weather.

Wales: 2.30-3.30 Eisteddfod gened-
laethol frenhinol cymru rhydaman,
6.00-6.15 Wales today. 6.15-6.20
Newyddion. 6.20-6.45 Nationwide.

BBC 2

11.00-11.20 a.m. PLAY SCHOOL.
7.30 p.m. NEWS and weather.
8.00
9.10
King Edward.

11.15

TV

APPLAUSE! APPLAUSE!
PEYTON PLACE.

6.02
6.30
7.00

CHANNEL: 4.30 Puffin’'s birthday
greetings. 4.40 Enchanted house. 4.55
Captain Scarlet. 5.20 London. 6.00
News, weather. 6.10 Cheaters. 6.35
Crossroads. 7.00 Film: ‘Paid in Full’,
With Robert Cummings. 9.00 London.
11.00 Hadleigh. 11.50 Weather.

WESTWARD. As Channel except:
4.25 News. 4.27 Gus Honeybun. 6.00
Diary. 11.55 Faith for life. Midnight
weather.

ART

SOFT DIET

He regards the bourgeois
world with a mingled horror
and fascination. He is trying
to reach out and create an
art that will ‘take its form from
life itself’.

But the more he reaches
out to objects, the more they
recede into an unreal world,
and a feeling of frustration,
boredom and despair arises.

Trotsky’s criticism of the

Formalist school applies
equally to Oldenburg:
‘An apparent objectivism

based on secondary, accidental,
and inadequate characteristics
leads inevitably to the worst
subjectivism.’

The world does not consist,
as Oldenburg would have us
believe, of a mere collection
of sensations impinging on
our brains.

Reality cannot be grasped
through contemplation, but
through man’s struggle to
change it.

All the objects Oldenburg
Creates are seen separately, in
no relation to man.

To show us the spectacular
in American life is not to show
us America.

12.35 p.m. Y'Steddfod. 1.30 Watch with mother. 1.45-1.53 News and
weather. 2.30-3.00 Royal National Eisteddfod of Wales 1970. 4.20
Play school. 4.40 Jackanory. 4.55 Adventure weekly 5.15 Wild world.
5.44 Abbott and Costello. 5.50 News and weather.

LONDON, NATIONWIDE. 6.45 THE DOCTORS.

TOM AND JERRY. 7.15 TOP OF THE POPS.

THE EXPERT. ‘The Witness'. Part two.

SCOTTISH MINSTREL. Sir Harry Lauder—commemorative pro-

WENDY CRAIG’S CINEMA. 10.30 24 HOURS.
WORLD CYCLING CHAMPIONSHIPS FROM LEICESTER. 11.25

THE EXPANDING CLASSROOM. ‘Elizabethan Village’'.

REGIONAL BBC

6.45-7.10 Debbie Reynolds
10.00-10.30 Y’Steddfod.

Scotland: 6.00-6.45 Reporting Scot-
land. Nationwide. 11.57 News,
weatker.

N Ireland: 3.00-4.20 Gallaher Ulster
open golf championship. 6.00-6.45
Scene around six, weather. Nation-
wide. 11.57 News, Road
works report.

show,

weather.

NOT A WORD. 8.30 THE MONEY PROGRAMME.
‘EDWARD II'. By Christopher Marlowe. With lan McKellen as

NEWS and weather. 11.20 LINE-UP.

2,55 p.m. Journey of a lifetime. 3.10 Ideas in print. 3.50 F troop. 4.17
Origami. 4.30 Crossroads. 4.55 Flipper. 5.20 How. 5.50 News.

NEVER MIND THE QUALITY, FEEL THE WIDTH.
FILM: ‘They Rode West’. With Robert Francis and Donna Reed.

7.30
Western about a doctor unpopular for his support for an Indian
tribe.

9.00 THE WORKER. ‘A change Is as good as a rest’.

9.30 THIS WEEK. 10.00 NEWS.

10.30 CINEMA. A look at the career of Jane Fonda.

11.00 THRILLER: ‘Return of a Stranger’. With John Ireland and Susan
Stephen. A mysterious man terrorizes a young wife, driving her
to the brink of insanity.

12.10 a.m. PROTEST! Gleh Gibson asks Tessa Gill and Laura Conroy

what the aims of the Woman’s Liberation Workshop are.

REGIONAL ITV

SOUTHERN: 3.30 Sailing_from Cowes.
4.00 Houseparty, 4.15 London. 4.55

Forest rangers. 5.20 London. 6.00
Day by day. 6.35 Never say die. 7.05
film: ‘The Huggets Abroad’. With

ack Warner, Kathleen Harrison and
;immy anley. A Cockney family
gecicﬁs H dinck. 9.30 London

elbert umperdinck. 9. N
lln.%o News. 11.10 Untouchables. 12.05
Weather. Action 70.

o emigrate to S Africa. 8.30 .

HARLECH: 3.30-4.04 London. 4.25
Women today. 4.40 Hubble bubble,
4.55 Forest rangers. 5.20 London. 6.01
Report. 6.10 Mad movies. 6.35 Cross-
roads. 7.00 Movie: ‘Words and Music’.
With Mickey Rooney, Tom Drake and
Janet Leigh. Story of Rodgers and
Hart. 9.00 London. 11.00 Tales of
Edgar Wallace. Midnight weather.

HTV (West) colour channel 61 as
above except: 4.23-4.25, 6.01-6.35
Scene West.

HTV (Wales) colour channel 41 as
above except: 2.25-3.30 Royal National
Eisteddfod. 5.20-5.50 Y gwyllt. 11.00
Y dydd. 11.30-12 midnight Llygad y
ffynnon.

HTV Cymru/Wales black and white
service as above except: 2.25-3.30
Royal National Eisteddfod. 5.20-5.50
Y gwyllt. 6.01 Y dydd. 6.30-6.35 Re-
port Wales.

ANGLIA: 3.30-4.05 Sailing from
Cowes. 4.30 Newsroom. 4.40 Paulus.
4.50 Flipper. 5.15 London. 6.00 About
Anglia. 6.20 Arena. 6.35 Crossroads.
7.00 ‘None But The Brave’. With
Frank Sinatra and Clint Walker, An
American and a Japanese army pla-
toon are stranded on the same island
in Second World War. 9.00 London.
11.00 Prisoner. 11.55 Holiday reflec-
tion.

ATV MIDLANDS: 4.02 Women today.
4.10 Peyton Place. 4.40 Enchanted
house. 4.55 Stingray. 5.15 London. 6.00
ATV today. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00
¢ ‘Mister Moses’. With Robert
Mitchum and Carroll Baker. A drifter
finds himself an univited guest of a
missionary and his daughter. 9.00
London. 11.00 Untouchables. 11.56
Who knows, weather.

ULSTER: 4.30 Romper room. 4.50
News. 4.55 Floris. 5.20 London. 6.00
News. 6.05 Nanny and the professor.
6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Cartoon treat.
7.10 Branded. 7.40 Name of the game,
9.00 London. 11.00 Avengers.

YORKSHIRE: 3.55 Houseparty. 4.10
Origami. 4.25 Matinee. 4.50 SKippy the
bush kangaroo. 5.20 London. 6.00
Calendar, weather. 6.05 Nanny and
the professor. 6.35 Hark at- Barker,
7.05 Saint. 8.00 Mannix. 9.00 London.
11.00 Engelbert Mumperdinck. Mid-
night weather.

GRANADA: 4.10 News. Short story.
4,40 Enchanted house. 4.55 Forest
rangers. 5.15 London. 6.00 Newsview.
6.05 ‘Living Round Here’. A film
showing the life of some Liverpool
girls. 6.30 Champions, 7.25 film: ‘Go
To Blazes’. With Dave King, Robert
Morley and Maggie Smith. British
comedy. 9.00 London. 11.00 Invaders.

TYNE TEES: 4.05 Newsroom. 4.10
Please sir! 4.40 Hatty town. 4.55
Floris. 5.20 London, 6.00 Today at six.
6.30 Police call. 6.35 Sky’s the limit.
7.05 Love American style. 8.00 In-
vaders. 9.00 London. 11.00 University
challenge. 11.30 News. 11.45 Epilogue.

BORDER: 4.13 News, 4.15 Nanny and
the professor. 4.40 Enchanted house,
4.55 Mr Piper. 5.15 London. 6.00
News. Lookaround. 6.35 Crossroads.
7.00 ‘The Leather Saint’. With John
Derek and Paul Douglas. A small
village is swept by a polio epidemic.
8.30 Hark at Barker. 9.00 This Week.
10.00 London. 11.00 Homicide. 11.55
News, weather.

SCOTTISH: 4.15 London. 4.55 Forest
rangers. 5.15 London. 6.00 Summer
scene. 6.30 High living. 7.00 Film:
‘The Notorious Landlady’. With Kim
Novak, Jack Lemmon, Fred Astaire
and Lionel Jeffries. 9.00 London. 11.00
Late call. 11.05 Court martial.

GRAMPIAN: 4.20 Freud on food. 4.50
Win a word. 5.15 London. 6.00 News,
weather. 6.10 F troop. 6.35 Crossroads.
6.55 Movie: ‘The Notorious Landlady’.
9.00 London. 11.00 Man in a suitcase.

LETTERS

MARNISM
AND THE
'UNDERGROUND

MARXISM sees that the real
world exists independently of
the individual human mind,
taking things as they really are,
not as they are imagined to be.

Therefore the article on page 2
of Workers Press of July 15,
headed ‘Like I Say Man, it’s the
Revolution’, does Marxism a dis-
service.

The analysis of the so-called
‘underground’ is, of course, cor-
rect. It is a middle-class life-
style, except that it can be taken
further and stated as an his-
torical fact that the ‘under-
ground’ consists of those sec-
tions of the younger middle class
who are alienated from capitalism
and unable to find a place in
‘straight’ bourgeois society.

X

Their more privileged position
has liberated certain sections of
their consciousness and put them
into conflict with what they are
part of. At the same time, they
are unable to break decisively
from capitalism and base them-
selves on the working class, the
only force capable of destroying
this society.

Where the article does Marx-
ism a disservice is by taking up
a common slur of the capitalist
media by saying the ‘under-
grounds’ ‘wash themselves less
often’.

This is a complete negation
of Marxism. This view, stated as
a fact, is the expression of some-
thing in some comrade’s mind
with no actual basis in the
material world.

Where does the information
come from that leads your corre-
spondent to assume that the
Manchester conference comprised

people who don’t wash very.

often? Was he there?

The article is based on what
he read in ‘Black Dwarf—no
other sources of information were
mentioned. If all he knows of
the conference is what was
reported in ‘Black Dwarf’, then
I must point out that their
report does not say the people at
the conference were unwashed.

. Yoqr correspondent’s approach
is entirely unscientific.

Gengrally speaking, Workers
Press is an excellent newspaper.
I read it daily, and agree whole-

. fangs on before

heartedly with the political pro-
gramme of the Socialist Labour
League. The working class is the
only force that can destroy
capital and Marxism, as
developed and practised by the
League, is the only method that
will enable the workers to do so.

Don’t undermine Marxism by
the adoption of Fleet St slurs.
Don’t waste time putting people
down because of their appear-
ance. The length of one’s hair is
irrelevant,

Short hair became fashionable
under capitalism; the ruling class,
and many of the working class
too, accept short ha'( as the
norm.

The gentlemen in blue, those
uniformed defenders of the capi-
talist state, when not breaking
strikes, spend much of their
time harrassing long-haired kids
—with no distinction drawn as
to whether they are young work-
ers or middle-class ‘under-
grounders’.

The most repressive right-wing
police states arrest people with
long hair and cut it.

To survive—which it won't—
capitalism has to destroy all
opposition. Naturally, it finds the
middle class easier meat than
the workers, but the ‘under-
ground’ can at least be used by
the bourgeoisie to sharpen its
it turns its
attention even more repressively
on the workers.

This is underlined by the report
on page 4 of the same issue, that
police are dressing up as hippies
to catch drug-takers, just as they
are mingling in demonstrations.

In conclusion, I would say that
your reaction to this letter, if
any, will be hostility to me, but
I trust subjective reactions will
not predominate over Marxist
understanding. It’'s a small point
I've taken up, but there have
been a lot of small points, such
as your outrageously uninformed
views on cannabis. All these
small points add up to serious
discrepancies.

A good communist can admit
when he is wrong, to examine
objectively why he was so, over-
ruling any demands of the selfish
ego to insist that it is always
right.

That would not be possible for
those in constant conflict with
bourgeois society.

Michael Piggott
Manchester

A REPLY

OUR remarks about the ‘under-
ground’s’ bias against soap and
water seem to have provoked
reader Piggott to try and marry
Marxism and bohemianism. He
is wasting his time. No such
reconciliation is possible.

Far from being ‘alienated
from capitalism’, the wunder-
ground is symptomatic of the
degeneration of middle-class
layers under the impact of the
crisis of capitalism.

It is the height of idealism to
claim that their privileged posi-
tion has ‘liberated certain sec-
tions of their consciousness’.
Which sections? And how exactly
can consciousness be ‘liberated’?

x

On the contrary, the ‘under-
ground’ are prisoners of the most
crude and vulgar forms of
bourgeois ideology. Idealism is
idealism, whether it finds expres-
sion in Canterbury Cathedral or
in the pages of the ‘Occult
Gazette’. It is the polar oppo-
site of Marxism.

The respectability of the
middle class is simply a symp-
tom of its dependance on the
capitalists, To seek a personal
liberation through dress, diet or
social habits is to be just as sub-
servient to the ruling class.

Capitalist society can only be
overthrown by the working class
under revolutionary leadership.
Individuals who ‘drop out’ of
society—as the underground does
—do nothing to challenge the
rule of capitalism. On the con-
trary, they welcome it.

*

Individualism is the basic
philosophy of capitalism, which
exalts the right of the individual
employer to exploit his body of
workers.

Caught between the employing
class and the working class, the
middle class is incapable of
independent politics and is just
as incapable of developing its
own independent world-outlock.

The ‘free thought’ of the
hippy simply consists in picking

over the ideological left-overs of
the bourgeoisie.

There is nothing new or
revolutionary in the ‘under-
ground’. The social crisis in

Germany before the advent of
Hitler, for example, gave rise
to a large Bohemian ‘under-
ground’, just as sterile and
degenerate as its modern coun-
terpart.

Their independence from ' the

class struggle proved just as
illusory.
The ‘underground’ press, as

the ‘Black Dwarf’ article showed,
is ‘helped along by the attitude
of the straight commercial
world’. As the ‘Dwarf’ says:

‘First the record companies
and now the film companies,
have understood that a new pro-
duct can be given an up-dated
an avant-garde [sic] image if
pushed through the under-
ground press.’

That ought to be clear enough:
the hippies have not escaped the
‘commercial world’ they profess
to abhor.

*

Relying on the patronage of
bourgeois advertisers, and dress-
ing up in the tawdry remnants
of bourgeois thought, these
middle-class undergrounders have
complete philosophical solidarity
with the semi-detached pin-
stripe brigade, however much or
little they wash.

The physical hygiene of the
underground is really a second-
ary issue.

Their real crime is that they
peddle dirty philosophical wares.

All the heavily soiled varieties
of idealism are freely available
underground:  drugs, bizarre
religions, anarchism, self-support-
ing communes and just plain
dropping out.

Marxists, basing themselves on
the class struggle, fight for real
freedom by subordinating their
subjective requirements to the
needs of the working class in the
struggle to overthrow capitalism
and take the power.

That is where we differ from
and why we fight all the drop-
out merchants of the self-styled
‘underground’.
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ON FEBRUARY 1, 1970,
10,000 young people from
universities, factories and
schools all over France
converged on Le Bourget
airport, Paris, to make
the biggest rally of revo-
lutionary youth since the
Second World War.

Organized by the Young
Socialists’ sister organiza-
tion in France the Alliance
des Jeunes pour le Social-
isme (AJS), this great step
forward for the world Trot-
skyist movement reflected
very sharply the growth in
militancy and political aware-

ness amongst youth in
France since the historic
May-June days of 1968.

With the betrayal of the
working class by the Stalinist
leadership at that time, and
the ever-increasing bankruptcy
of these Kremlin henchmen, in
the face of French capitalism’s
rapidly increasing crisis, youth
are turning more and more to
the only movement fighting to
build a revolutionary leader-
ship of the working class.

Interview

In a recent interview an AJS
member explained about the
conditions which are today
producing militancy amongst

many different sections of .

youth and how the French
government desperately tries
to curb what it sees as a
dangerously developing threat

AJS grows through fight against

unemployment, conscription and
repressive laws

to its own bourgeois rule, in
spite of the Stalinist leaders’
collaboration.

‘Unemployment is extremely
high and increasing all the
time,” she said. ‘Already one
person in four is unemployed
and most of them are youth
who have recently left school.

‘Only one in five of those
who are unemployed is on the
dole. In the Universities, four
out of five students are being
kicked out.’

Redundant

On top of all this 800,000
workers are being declared
redundant.

Young people in the French
schools are very much aware
of the fact that when they
leave there are no jobs wait-
ing for them.

For those lucky enough to
have jobs, or so-called ‘appren-
ticeships’ in a factory, the
struggle here is sharpened by
the policies of the French
government.

‘Apprentices don’t get any
wages at all until they are 18,
said the AJS member.

‘Recent government reforms
have completely eliminated
the meaning of an apprentice-
ship as we know it.

‘Young people will no longer
be able to get an all-round
training. Instead they will be
specialized and work on one
machine only.’

Firms that employ appren-
tices get paid by the state in
the form of tax reduction.

In one factory, near Cler-
mont - Ferrand apprentices
staged a strike against their
conditions. ‘We are not dogs!’
they said.

Stalinists

The Stalinist trade wunion
leaders, instead of supporting
the youth in their fight, went
to see the parents with a view
of exerting pressure to get a
return to work, the AJS mem-
ber explained.

Until recently, military ser-
vice has lasted for 16 months.
Now it has been reduced to 12
months, but not from any
benevolence on the part of the
French government.

Compulsory

Now it is compulsory to
enter at 18. For students this
means interrupted studies.
(Before it was possible to post-
pone military service.)

Girls are being encouraged
to join the army with the
promise of special attention in
relation to their jobs once they
have completed the 12 months
period.

In the course of working
for their February 1 rally and
in building the AJS, our
French comrades learned many
valuable lessons.

‘We had to study the loc?.l
and particular problems in

each area we were working in,’
said the AJS member.

‘One very successful method
of work was to encourage a
group of youth who had signed
up for the rally to organize
their own meeting in their
own factory or place of work.

‘In this way we were able
to draw in whole new layers of
youth.’

The Pompidou government
views these developments
with undisguised alarm.

It tries desperately to
cripple the growing militancy,
particularly amongst the youth.

Prohibited

Both the Ligue Communiste
(Pabloite revisionists), and the
Lutte Proleterienne (Maoist)
have been prohibited by the
government.

‘Since the fall of de Gaulle
and the election of the Pompi-
dou government, the French
bourgeoisie has become
increasingly conscious of the
necessity to smash the strength
of the working class.

‘But they are extremely hesi-
tant on how to do it. Minister
of Justice Plevan has intro-
duced a new law which is
designed to put an end to all
political activity outside parlia-
ment.’

Potentially any rank-and-file
or trade union activity is illegal
and criminal. Special permis-
sion has to be asked from the
government for any demon-
strations.

Prevented

The AJS was prevented
from commemorating the 99th
anniversary of the Paris Com-
mune in the cemetry where
the Communardes were shot
down.

(The Stalinists, however,
applied for similar permission
and it was granted.)

The AJS has pledged to

fight for the right of the
Ligue Communiste and the
Lutte Proleterienne to exist in
a struggle against the ‘anti-
smashers law’.

In relation to their own
position under this law, the
AJS member said that because
the organization has roots
established in the workers’
movement and because the
bourgeoisie has seen the mobi-
lization of thousands of youth,
it is nervous at the moment
about openly attacking them.

Foundation

‘They know we are a serious
movement with big support
amongst the youth.’

Since its foundation follow-
ing the May-June days in
1968, the AJS has gone from
strength to strength, recruiting
to its ranks young people who
have come fresh into political
action on the basis of the
enormous development in the
French working class, which
was thrown into sharp relief
by the general strike two
years ago.

Bankruptcy

The Stalinist leadership
flounders in bankruptcy,
heavily criticized by the rank-
and-file Party members on a
whole number of issues,
including Czechoslovakia.

Big political responsibilities
of leadership are posed both
in France and in the whole of
Europe for  revolutionary
youth. Their role must be to
lead the working class forward
to establish a Socialist United
States of Europe.

CONTINUED FROM LAST THURSDAY

SOVIET INDUSTRY is
not organized to make
the best use of new tech-
nical developments.

T
It is production rather than
development orientated. Man-
agers receive bonuses according
to the size of their payrole and
their ability to meet the planned
quota. They are therefore not
likely to make major technical
changes on their own initiative.

Mandel quotes one technician
as saying:

‘After the introduction of
technical innovation, the screw
of the plan will be tightened
still more, and thereby the
chance of fulfilling the plan and
getting bonuses will be lessened.’

According to the OECD re-
port the national planning system
for R&D has also met many
problems and does not really
work. It is extremely complic-
ated and time consuming.

Its criteria for success are
abitrary, e.g., the number of
subjects or measures planned or
fulfilled, comparisons between
planned and real costs.

The overall research-production
cycle is badly planned and
organized and Dbarriers often
exist between the various phases.

They note that research in-
stitutes of academic organizations
are not only separate from in-
dustrial R&D, but also have
priority over industry.

Despite the stupendous Soviet
military R&D effort there is
hardly any ‘spin-off’ to civilian
industry. Industrial R&D is also,
dividled up amongst many
different ministries and cross-
communication is poor. Even
within single industries and re-
search institutes such barriers
are found.

Cause

Of course the Soviet Com-
munist Party and its advisers
do not need the OECD to tell
them this. They know it only
tc;o.well, being the direct cause
of it.

They continually thresh around
for some organizational formula
to escape from the impasse. The
OECD study describes the latest
‘reforms’, including new organ-
izations—the ‘factory centre’,
‘research complex’, and ‘research
corporation’.

The ‘“factory centre’ integrates
research institutes, design bureaus
and particular production units
into a single administration unit.

The ‘research complex’ is an
association of research institutes
and industries in several related
fields. The ‘research corporations’
are organizations that possess
research and pilot plant facilities
which will do work for industry
on a contract basis.

Similar organizations are to be
found in Britain and the US.
Besides developing these organ-
izations there are a new series
of ‘economic incentives’.

These include the financing of
research and design centres by
contracts instead of budget
grants, deliberate encouragement
of competition between R&D
organizations, larger cash bonuses

Y SCIENTIFC WORLD

and prizes for inventors and

managers.

The OECD report naturally
finds these changes very satisfy-
ing, noting with some relish that
R&D in the USSR relies even
more than capitalist countries on
economic incentives. It believes
that the struggle of communist
and capitalist countries to
achieve ‘both satisfactory organ-
izational forms for R&D and
satisfactory economic incentives
to innovation . . . should be of
considerable mutual interest’.

Importance

These struggles are of extreme
importance to the working class
also, though for quite opposite
reasons.

Because of the crisis in their
production methods the Soviet

In 1963 Khrushchev announced
the seven-year plan, which was
to be the major step in catching
up with and overtaking the
United States. This was to be
the economic basis of ‘peaceful
co-existence’ and the ‘peaceful
road to socialism’.

Just how abjectly the plan for

SOVIET

TECHNOLOGY (2]

FROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

sion. It was led by rich
imperialist Pierre S. du Pont IV
of the giant American monopoly
chemical firm EI du Pont de
Nemeurs.

It also included other leading
representatives of the American
chemical industry. Edwin Golin,
president of Gauge Corp, (public

the chemical industry failed can relations), Kenneth Wattman—
be seen from the table:
Mineral Plastics and Chemical
Fertilizers Synthetic Resins  Fibres
Average annual rate of
increase production 1966-69  10.19, 15.9% 9.49,
Rate increase 1969 5.7% 12.5% 5.3%
1969 Production
(thousand metric tons) 46,000 1,450 583
1963 target for 1970 80,000 4,000 1,300
Scaled-down, current
target for 1970 57,500 1,670 694

3
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Laying pipes for natural gas.

bure?.ucracy is turning even more
readily towards imperialism for
both material and technical aid.

Recently the Soviet govern-
ment has attempted to collabor-
ate with US and Japanese
imperialism in the chemical field.
The chemical industry forms the
basis for much modern tech-
nology.

Without a modern efficient
chemical industry many other
industries such as textiles will
lag behind.

American and Soviet industry
are both facing serious crises.
The former one of over-produc-
tion and the latter of under-
production. They are forced to
consider some form of collabora-
tion. A few months ago the first
ever American chemical indust-
rial mission visited the USSR to
sound out the possibility of US-
Soviet trade in chemicals and
chemical processes.

This was the Delaware
Chemical Industries Trade Mis-

Atlas Chemical Industries Inc,
Paul Mayo of Chemico and
Curtis M. Hinsley of Hercules
Chemicals Co.

They dealt directly with lead-
ing officials of the Soviet
chemical industry. Igor Kalichits,
director of the chemical section
of the USSR State Commission
for Science and Technology, was
quite clear about the nature of
the help they required.

US aid was needed to help

the USSR develop the ideas of
her scientists, to put theory into
practice!

As the journal ‘Chemical
Engineering’ puts it: .

‘The Soviets have progressed
further than the US in many
basic research areas. But the US
has developed better skills to
translate research findings into
useful technology.’

The Stalinist bureaucracy is
unable to harness the genius
of the Soviet scientific workers
and pleads for help from US
imperialism.

Furthermore, Kalichits offered
to allow Soviet universities and
research institutes to do contract
work for American industry.
What is more they (the Stalinists)
would observe all scientific and
technical secrets.

In other words, they would
observe the norms of capitalist
repression of knowledge.

Recent discussions between
the Soviet and Japanese petro-
chemical representatives are also
very revealing. Very large finds
of natural gas have been made
in central Siberia, Vilyuysk and
Yakutsk, and also in the island
of Sakhalin.

These finds could revolutionize
Siberian industrial development,
unfortunately to exploit the
fields very long and expensive
pipelines are needed.

For example to develop the
Vilyuysk field would cost $300
million.

Persuade

The Soviet government is try-
ing hard to persuade the
Japanese petro-chemical mono-
polies to develop Siberian natural
gas for them.

The Japanese are, of course,
playing hard to get.

The reason why the Soviet
government cannot do the job
itself is that the Soviet steel
industry is unable to make steel
pipes in sufficient quantities for
such long pipe lines.

The bureaucracy is in a hurry
to export natural gas because
it will provide hard currency
(dollars, marks, sterling etc.) to
pay for those advanced goods
which its own industries have
failed to produce.

In 1968 such Soviet imports
from imperialist countries total-
led in value $2.1 billion
($2,100,000,000).

‘Chemical Engineering’ (March
23, 1970) states:

‘The Soviets desire to lure
Japan—at apparently any cost—
into developing the Yakutsk
fields. By proposing Magadan (a
port in NE Siberia) at one end
of the pipeline, the Russians give
up hope of supplying their
far eastern industrial centres
(Khaborovsky, Vladivostock and
Komsotnoldk) with natural gas
from Yakutsk.” (My emphasis.)

These developments expose the
bankruptcy of the bureaucracy’s
attempts to develop efficiently
and in a socialist fashion the
human (e.g. scientists) and
material resources of the USSR
showing again the utter futility
of the Stalinist thesis of socialism
in one country. H.B.
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CLASS STRUGGLES

lN m:“":,'\ By N. Makanda

'ARMS BAN

A FRAUD

UNDER the so-called S
African arms embargo,
Hawker Siddeley was per-
mitted to continue the supply
of spare parts for the
Buccaneer aircraft delivered
in August 1966 under the
Wilson government.

The question of Buccaneers is
high on the list of present
issues.

The Hawker Siddeley Nimrod
has also been advertised in
‘Commando’, the S African
Defence Forces journal.

And Hawker Siddeley was
also allowed by the Wilson
government to sell the HS-125
2-jet business aircraft. These
were reportedly bought by the
S African Defence Forces. They
are easily adaptable for use in
anti-guerilla activity, as are some
planes supplied by Italy.

ARMS BAN

The arms ban by Britain has
thus been a fraud: not only
because it came after sufficient
supplies had already been given;
not only because Buccaneer sales
contracted were allowed by Wil-

but also because the sale of
military planes continued after
the ban itself.

The legalization of arms sup-
plies from Britain to protect
British imperialism’s immense
stake in apartheid S Africa
merely removes the fraudulent
nature of the arms ban.

AIRPORT

As a result of the recent
meeting between Vorster and
Banda of Malawi, the S African
regime is hopeful of wusing
Lilongwe airport as a military
base.

The Government Minister de
Wet Nel declared earlier in: 1970
that Lilongwe could become the
most forward departure point.

‘It is very strategically situ-
ated. It is generally known that
S Africa has military ties with
Malawi.’

It was significant that Hilgard
Muller, top military man in
Vorster’s government, was with
Vorster at the talks with Banda.

Thus through the Common-
wealth, quite apart from Britain,
the S African regime is able to
circumvent the fraudulent arms
embargo.

Apartheid is defended not only
by its British master, but also by
its African servants, like Bantu-
stan chief, Hastings Banda, lead-
ing African Nationalist.

CAPITAL

The military connection
between Malawi and S African
apartheid is a by-product of the
economic subjugation of Malawi
migrant cheap labour by the
great British companies operat-
ing in S Africa.

This economic fact, in general,
is the basis of all the arms deals
with S Africa.

The armament companies sup-
plying S Africa with arms are

government to proceed,:

among the big British capitalist
concerns with investments in S
Africa.

The extent of this investment
may be gauged from the fact that
it is estimated British capital
alone in S Africa totals some
$10 billion i.e. some £4 billion
and that 80 per cent of the 100
biggest capitalist companies in
Britain have interests in S
Africa’s apartheid economy.

" UNCLE TOMS

The basic facts show that
British imperialism is the basis
of S African apartheid.

From this it follows that the
struggle against apartheid can-
not be separated from the
struggle against British imperial-
ism.

This implies that there can be
no collaboration between the
anti-apartheid movement and the
agents of British imperialism.

It is this fundamental prin-
ciple which the so-called Anti-
Apartheid Movement (AAM) has
consistently violated. In place of
a  struggle against  British
imperialism, this movement puts
appeals to the imperialist United
Nations and collaboration with
the British Liberals.
Church and Labour-imperialists.

From the outset the AAM
(then the Anti-Apartheid Com-
mittee) had Barbara Castle as
an honorary speaker and she
blessed their journal.

From the outset the leaders of
the apartheid Anglican Church

Anglican.

IMPORTANT

have appeared on AAM plat-
forms and deputations.

And in the anti-Springbok
Rugby and Cricket Tour pro-
tests the AAM worked with a
wing of the imperialist Liberal
Party—a wing which had its
connections with the S African
Liberal Party which no anti-
apartheid movement in S Africa
would touch with the longest
broomstick.

In place of a struggle, the
AAM conducts ‘Uncle Tom'
politics.

The latest in this sort of
‘action’ was a petition handed in
at 10 Downing St on Sunday,
July 19 by Anglican-Liberals.

This petition came shortly
after a ‘passionate appeal’ to
the UN and the AAM in June.

This coliaboration with the
open enemies of the non-
European oppressed of S Africa
is backed by the Communist
Party of S Africa (CPSA), long-
known as ‘neo-Liberals’ to real
anti-apartheid fighters.

This type of opportunism goes
together with adventurism, as is
always the case in politics.

The adventurism in this case
takes the form of suicidal demon-
strative guerrilla raids ‘from
Zambia into Rhodesia in which
well-trained guerrillas are mowed
down by waiting Rhodesian,
British and S African forces. By
such ‘guerrilla action’ the AAM
makes a ‘show of force’ in the
eyes of the Organization for
African Unity (OAU) and United
Nations.
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Thursday, August 6, 1970

Tory leaders
prepare to
fight miners

@ FROM PAGE ONE

by the government, nation-
alized industries and local
councils — with miners and
railwaymen believed to have
been high on the agenda —
and almost certainly decided
to follow Heath’s dictum that
they must be firmly resisted.

Nationalized industry chiefs,
including the NCB’s Lord
Robens, will visit Carr’s
department today to hear the
outcome.

Indications are that hard-
line opposition to the union’s
claims will, in the case of the
miners, be combined with
attempts to swing their official
leaders behind support for
further productivity-based
attacks on jobs and working
conditions.

‘The Coal Board,’ Robens
told the NUM conference on
July 9, ‘could of course meet
this [the claim] by adding £72
million to the price of coal.

‘As a result, more industries
would turn to oil or natural
gas, more pits would close...’

That, he said, was not ‘the
clever or intelligent way to
run the union or the coal

industry’. -
Suggestion
So, showing why he has

reportedly already had several
lucrative offers for his ser-
vices from private industry
when his term as NCB chair-
man ends, this former full-
time NUM official suggested
another way.

‘At the moment,” he said,
‘our mechanized faces are
producing roughly 290 tons
of saleable coal per shift. The
rest of the time is taken up
with delays of one kind or
another, some unavoidable but
the majority—with good man-
agement and co-operation —
absolutely avoidable .

‘If we increased the cutting
time of the machines by, say,
15 minutes per shift, that
would increase the average
shift output by, say, 35 tons.

‘That would itself be suffi-
cient to meet the cost of a
£72 million wage increase
without raising prices.

‘And that is not all: the
method studies that have been
made on all mechanized faces
show that they are capable,
with existing equipment, of
producing 420 tons a shift . ..
it is possible to have high
earnings and security of em-
ployment, but only if those
machines on the face are made
to work and nothing is
allowed to prevent them.

Lawrence Daly has already
constructed part of the
bridge towards this position
with his hope, again expressed
in the July issue of the NUM
journal, that the Prices and
Incomes Board’s forthcoming
inquiry into the NCB’s plan-
ning, pricing and manpower
policies ‘will be of some value’
in compelling the government
to adopt suitable policies.

But there are two big and
germ-laden flies in this oppor-
tunist ointment.

The Tories, as the dock
strike showed, are determined
to resist all wage claims not
linked to productivity shackles
on trade unionists—especially
in the public sector.

And the government’s coal-
production target is already
firmly pegged down to 120
million tons a year.

Thus the Robens plan could
only mean a further accelera-
tion on the process which has
already — inside ten years —
halved the labour force, shut
400 out of 700 pits while
pushing up output per man-
shift by more than a third.

@ An alternative leadership
for miners is more than ever
the burning question and will
be the focal point of dis-
cussion at the All Trades
Unions Alliance’s national
miners’ conference advertised
on page one.

a warning to the
national proletariat.

nuclear holocaust and
return to barbarism.

TWENTY-FIVE years ago to-
day, an atomic weapon was
dropped on the Japanese

nearly five square -miles of
the city to scorched rubble.

It represented, as the cul-
mination of six years of
global Imperlalist slaughter,
inter-

The
continued domination of the
workers’ movement by the
Labour and Stalinist bureau-

clty _¢,>= Hllroshlma,| klllln;l;.
over 71,000 people immed
atvely, condepmn?ng thous- Yesterday, ,the Stalinist
ands more to siow, painful Morning Star “°te"b that'
death through radiation there will be a number o
polsoning and reducing quiet cermonles throughout

Britaln in memory of those
who died.

‘In London, Ald Mrs Millie
Miller, leader of the Labour
opposition on Camden Bor-
ough Councli, who planted
a Hiroshima cherry-tree In
Tavistock Square four years
ago when she was mayor,
will again lay flowers there.

‘Valerie Bickers, who will

cracles and the fallure fast from noon tomorrow,
to carry through the soclal- will lay a wreath In West-
Ist revolution In the ad- minster Cathedral and a
vanced centres of Imperial-  wreath with the same dedi-
Ism, now faced mankind cation will be lald iat West-
with the prospect of a minster Abbey by Jim Tay-

a lor of the Soclety of Friends.’
Such a report is no doubt

Intended 1o abstract the
event from Its historical con-
text and to cover the col-
laboration of International
Stalinism in the imperialist
slaughter of the Second
World War.

While the United States
ruling class prepared to
obliterate Hiroshima and
Nagasakl, Stalin cynically
sat down with his Imperialist
allles at Potsdam (see
Workers Press, August 1)
and agreed to the recon-
struction of capitalism in W
Europe, the dismembering
of the German working class
and the crushing of revolu-
tion both Inside and outside
his ‘sphere of Influence’.

What the ‘Star’ will not
mention Is that Stalin and,

in particular, the British
Communist Party whole-
heartedly supported the drop-
ping of the bomb as part
this filthy deal.

Ex-President Truman re-
marked:

‘On July 24 1 casually
mentioned to Stalin that we
had a new weapon of un-
usual destructive force. The
Russian Premier showed no
special interest. All he sald
was that he was glad to
hear it and hoped we would
make ‘“good use of It
against the Japanese”.’

The CP’s ‘Dally Worker’
greeted the event editorially
with the gremtest joy and,
out of the entire British
press, absolutely uncondi-
tionally.

S SRS

25 yea after Hoshi Socialism or
barbarism remains the prospect

So much for the crocodile
tears that the ‘Star’ sheds
today!

‘Peaceful coexistence’,
‘collective security’ and all
the Stalinist Jargon of class
collaboration has produced
In practice a state of affairs
where, after two Imperlalist
wars which have claimed
the lives of millions of
workers and 53 years after
the Russian Revolution, the
destruction of the entire
human race remains on cap-
italism’s agenda.

The yearly ritual of wreath-
laying, prayers, vigils, fasts
and other conscience-salv-
ing, pacifist rubbish Is ap-
plauded by Labour leaders
and Stalinists ‘alike in order
to prevent the historical

lessons from being learned
and reducing the events of
August, 1945, to the level
of ‘horrific’ Incidents out-
side the class struggle and
to drag the working class
blindfold behind its ‘own’
bourgeolsie.

The Kremlin’s support for
Heath’s election and the
sell-out of the Stalinists In
the dockers’ struggle con-
tinues the tradition that led
to Potsdam and the nuclear
destruction of thousands of
Japanese workers and their
famiiles.

‘Soclalism or barbarlsm’—
this is the lesson of August
6 and today, as the working
class takes the offensive
throughout the world, the
Fourth International is pre-
paring to head the struggle
for power and the soclalist
future.
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LATE NEWS

'WORK-VOUCHER PLEA
TO TORIES
The Committee on United

Kingdom Citizenship is press- .

ing the Home Secretary to
issue ungsed Commonwealth
work-vouchers to East African
Asians who want to come to
Britain.

Committee secretary, Praful
Patel, said in London today
that there are 9,000 families
in the queue for entry to
Britain — a total of 25,000
individuals—but of the 8,500
Commonwealth vouchers avail-
able annually only 4,000 were
issued in 1969.

‘Since 1962 each voucher
has covered an average family
of three,” he said.
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Silent protest
appeal for
Invasion
anniversary

AS THE second anniversary of the Kremlin
invasion of Czechoslovakia on August 20-21
approaches, -its supporters: and opponents are
both making their political preparations.

A typewritten leaflet is
being circulated from hand
to hand in Prague calling
for passive resistance on
August 21.

After last year’s mass
demonstrations, which were
brutally put down by the
police using heavy armour,
the organizers of this year’s
protest advise other methods:

‘They can forbid us to do
something, but they cannot
forbid us from not doing
something. They can forbid
us to go into the streets, but
they cannot prevent us from
not going into the streets.
Therefore on August 21:

‘1. Let us not buy in the
shops. 2. Let wus boycott
cinemas and public places. 3.
Let us not buy or read news-
papers. 4. From 7 p.m. let us
clear the streets. 5. Let us
turn off our lights at home or
blackout the windows.’

No submission

The leaflet warns against
turning passive resistance into
a show of submission to the
occupation and the Husak
regime which it protects:

‘Apathy, interest in mere
personal worries, withdrawal
from public affairs could only
prolong our subjection, per-
haps even for many years.’

Instead, it calls for a silent
affirmation of socialist prin-
ciples, through the measures
suggested:

‘The empty streets of - the
towns and villages will be
proof of our resistance. Let us
demonstrate our will for free-
dom, sovereignty and demo-
cracy in a Socialist Demo-
cracy.’

Afraid that August 21 will
see many such manifestations
of hostility to the Soviet
occupation, the Husak regime
has launched a Radio and
press campaign against those
workers who took strike
action against the invasion of
two years ago.

In doing so, it is forced to
reveal the scope and depth of
the movement against the
Stalinist invaders, something
it has always tried to minimize
up till now.

Committee appeal

Prague Home Service on
August 1 reported the activi-
ties of a committee set up to
lead the strike against the
Soviet invasion in the Vitkov
uranium mines.

After two years of occupa-
tion, the Czech people are still
able to mount a demonstra-
tion of hostility to the present
regime, even if it is forced to
take the form of a silent pro-
test. .

They have the courage to
fight on—while the leaders of
the British Communist Party
remain silent.

Conditions agreed by
the four partners to the
coalition  contain a
clause on the Socialist
Party policy of enter-
ing regional governments
jointly with the Com-
munist Party —a line

Ulster

@ FROM PAGE ONE

resistance to imperialism is
increasing in every industrial
town of Ulster and is drawing
into its vortex not only the
youth, but women as well.

With characteristic
ingenuity and audacity Belfast
youth have found new ways
of dealing with  British
weaponry which now includes
Land Rovers equipped with
huge catapults for firing CS-
gas canisters and sniper’s
rifles equipped with infra-red
telescopic sights for night
firing which are still on the
secret list.

Silence

sooner or. later the
forces of repression will
abandon their unorthodox
weapons for more orthodox
ones and Ulster will become
another Algeria.

The silence of the Labour
opposition and the double-
talk of the revisionists and
centrists on Ulster is in-
exorably paving the way for
bloody repression against the
working class in Ulster as well
as aiding the growth of
Paisley — who now parades
with impunity despite the ban
on parades—and Toryism.

All those on the left who
will not support the Irish
workers’ struggle to get rid of
British troops by campaigning
to force the Tories to resign
are the accomplices of im-
perialism and the unwitting
assassins of Irish labour and
Ireland’s unity. We say:

But

@ Down with Partition and
British imperialism!

@ Release Bernadette Dev-
lin and all political offenders!

@ Fight to withdraw the
troops by forcing the Tories
to resign!

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

that up till now has
been violently denounced
by the Social Democrats.

Terms of the agreement
have not yet been
officially released, so it is
not known what form of
compromise has been
adopted on this thorny
problem.

The survival prospects of
Colombo’s new cabinet are
grim.

Each time the socialists—
who rest upon a big work-
ing-class base in the main
industrial towns —enter a
‘centre-left’ coalition with
the capitalist parties and the
extreme right-wing Social
Democrats, splits rend the
party in two from top to

bottom.
Split

The centrist PSIUP,
which has a considerable
following in some northern
areas, emerged out of the
left wing of the Socialist
Party after one such split
in 1964, when Nenni first
tried to take the socialists
into a permanent working
relationship with the
Christian Democrats and the
reformists.

The Venice shootings
climaxed two days of fight-
ing, and according to police
reports, ten workers were
injured, two by bullets.

It is not only in fascist
Spain that police shoot
down strikers.

Italy, despite the game of
Cabinet ins and outs being
played out at the top, is
very close to open dictator-
ship.

Colombo’s

cabinet may

GLASGOW
RATES UP

DOMESTIC rates in Glasgow
were yesterday fixed at
29s 11d, an increase of 2s 8d,
compared with a 3d decrease
last year.

Commercial rates were in-
creased by 3s 4d to 32s 6d.
Both domestic and commercial
rates include water rates.

well be the last attempt to
work the ‘centre-left’
formula which excludes both
the fascists and their allies
on the extreme right and
the Stalinists on the left.

No solution

There is, in fact, no long-
term reformist or ‘centre-
left’ solution to the Italian
crisis.

Either the revolutionary
alternative to the Stalinists
and the reformists is built,
or the whole of Italy will be
turned into one huge Venice
or Granada.

Italian coalition crisis temporarily eased

trikers shot as
Cabinet talks end

AS POLICE opened fire on striking engineers in the streets of
Venice, it was reported from Rome yesterday that the Italian Cabinet
crisis has been temporarily eased.

Colombo

Westway
rehousing

made on re-housing families

elevated motorway in W Lon-
don, the Greater London
Council said yesterday.

The council has already said
it would buy the homes in-
volved, in Acklam and Wal-
mer roads.

This follows a storm over
the encroachment of the road
through a residential area and
complaints of noise and vibra-
tion nuisance.

The council said it is press-
ing on speedily with acquisi-
tion of the houses in these
roads, which it recently de-
cided to compulsory purchase
on amenity grounds.

Le;l—e;nd

@ FROM PAGE ONE

aging director George
Turnbull.

Turnbull called on the
company’s workers to

buckle down to more pro-
duction—and promptly went
on holiday.

His sudden departure just
as the factory resumed full
production drew sarcastic
comments from workers at
the Longbridge, Birming-
ham factory, where 270

Stalinism
deportation
kept secret

AN ENTIRE nation of 200,000 people was deported
from the Caucasus to Central Asia in 1944, and details
of its fate kept secret until this year, according to
Robert Conquest, writing in yesterday’s ‘Times’.

Conquest, author of a book
‘The Natipn Killers’, published
today,. is an extreme anti-
communist writer, but his
factual material is usually very
accurate.

He describes the history
of the Meskhetians, a group
living in E Caucasus. A

Soviet
ambassador
for Peking

THE CHINESE government
has agreed to the appointment
of Vasil Tolstikov, Leningrad
Party leader since 1962, as the
new Soviet Ambassador to
Peking — the first since rela-
tions reached an all-time low
four years ago.

It may well be a Kremlin
attempt to speed up the pro-
gress of the Sino-Soviet
border talks bogged down in
Peking now for over half a
year.

SUPPORTED by B-52
bombers, a combined US-
Saigon force yesterday
launched a major attack
along a 200-mile stretch of
the Laos frontier with South
Vietnam in a bid to block
communist guerrilla supply
routes into Cambodia.
The Saigon military com-
mand said that several
thousand troops from its
First and Second infantry
divisions as well as a marine
brigade were involved in

the operation.

BY A WORKERS PRESS
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

This new attack follows
heavy fighting in the
northern provinces of South
Vietnam, near the US base
at Da Nang and the puppet

_ stronghold of Hue.

Ease pressure
The attack may also be
designed to ease guerrilla
pressure on the pro-US
Laotian government, which,

New US-Saigon
attack on Laos

like its counterpart in Cam-
bodia, has been compelled
after a series of military
defeats to cede more than
half the country to libera~
tion forces.

This is the first time that
Saigon and US forces have
been used on such a large
scale against Laos—a pos-
sible indication that Nixon
is . preparing a Cambodia-
style invasion of this country
now that the protests against
his May 1 adventure have
temporarily abated.

Moslem nation, these people
spoke a Turkic language.

In November 1944, without
any charge against them, they
were sent to Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan.

Placed under the brutal
‘Special Settlement’ control of
the NKVD security police,
50,000 of them died.

The whole affair was kept
so secret that maps and re-
ference books continued to
show Meskhetia as a Turkic
area. This was different from
the other nationalities who
suffered under Stalin’s rule.

Transported

A million and a quarter
Volga Germans, Karachai,
Kalmyks, Chechens, Ingushi,
Balkars and Crimean Tartars
were transported across the
Soviet Union between 1941
and 1944. ;

This was supposed to be
because of their pro-German
sympathies.

These actions were
nounced in decrees and
the dissolution of
Republics.

But in the case of the
Meskhetians, no charge. was
made and nothing was pub-
lished.

In 1956 the Meskhetians
were released from security
control, but all appeals for
permission to return to their
homeés were refused by
Khrushchev and his successors.

The first public statement
on the question was the an-
nouncement of the ‘rehabilita-
tion” of the Meskhetians—
though they had never been
charged with any crime.

Conquest tries to show that
this monstrous treatment of
the oppressed minorities of
the Tsarist Empire was in-
herent in Soviet rule.

In fact, of course, the
October Revolution meant the
liberation of these people.

Only with the degeneration
of the USSR under Stalin was

an-
in
Soviet

this policy reversed.

paint-shop workers and 120
tool setters are on strike.

The tool setters are de-
manding that the company
fill the vacancy caused by
the retirement of a setter.

The paint shop strike is
over a manning dispute.
The two strikes yesterday
brought the 1800 assembly
line to a standstill and
caused lay-offs among en-
gine assemblers.

AN immediate start is to be

from homes near the Westway

“tion of Arab destiny . . .
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nearly a week trying to keep
him there.

While the Israelis prepare
their bargaining position for
the negotiations, the Arab
leaders try to cover up the
retreat of Nasser in agreeing
to the US plan.

TRIPOLI TALKS

Representatives of Jordan,
Egypt, Libya and the Sudan,
which have accepted the
Rogers plan, and of Syria
which has—in words—rejec-
ted it, assembled in Tripoli
yesterday.

Their talks, due to start
on Monday, had been held
up while the Libyan leader,
Colonel Gaddafi, went to
Baghdad to try to persuade
the Iraqis to attend.

His mission, however, was
unsuccessful.

Neither the Iraqis nor the
Algerians will be represented
at the Tripoli ‘summit’.

Both have denounced the
Rogers plan as a betrayal of
tne Palestinians and con-
demned Nasser’s acceptance.

But the semi-official Cairo
paper ‘Al Ahram’ has stated
that at the previous Tripoli
meeting in June Nasser made
it clear to his colleagues that
Egypt would keep a free hand
in her international affairs.

In other words, all the Arab
leaders, as well as the guer-
rilla chief Arafat, could have
predicted Nasser’s reaction to
the ‘peace’ moves which be-
gan three months back.

The Syrian government,
backed by the Stalinists, has
already retreated from its
verbal rejection of the US
plan by attending the Tripoli
meeting.

The Iragi opposition may
not be much longer-lived.

An article in the Baghdad
paper ‘Ath Thawrah’ correctly
assesses the Rogers plan as
follows:

PLOT

‘It reveals an imperialist-
Israeli plot to isolate the
UAR (Egypt) from the ques-
to
demilitarize Sinai, to set up
permanent security measures
in Sharm ash-Shaikh and the
Gulf of Agabah, and to
achieve a permanent and final
peace between the UAR and
Israel in return for withdrawal
from only Sinai and for the
continuation of the Arab
tragedy and the Arab East as
it is now.’

But at this moment, an
Iraqi delegation is in Moscow,
discussing an increase in sup-
plies of arms to Iraq.

There are already signs that
Baghdad’s anti-Nasser cam-
paign is being toned down
under Stalinist pressure.

The Arab Stalinists are also
busy in defence of Nasser’s
participation in the -US plan.

Three organizations  in
Amman under Stalinist con-
trol—the Jordan Popular
Front, the Gaza Strip United
Front and the Partisans’
Organization—have issued a
joint statement calling on
Palestinians to dissociate
themselves from the ‘senseless
campaign against President
Nasser’ and approving the
Rogers proposals.

Meanwhile, the Al-Fatah
leader Yasser Arafat has still
not commented on Nasser’s
acceptance of the negotiations
or their backing by the Soviet
leaders.

Al-Fatah has sent delegates
to the Tripoli talks- and
will be unable to hide its
position much longer.

WEATHER

BRIGHT and sunny with scattered thunderstorms in most areas.
Mainly dry in Edinburgh and Glasgow areas. Winds north-
easterly light or moderate. Temperatures ranging from 23C
(73F) in the SW, 25C (77F) in Scotland and the north, to 27C
(81.F) in the Midlands, London and SE England. Outlook for
Friday and Saturday: Little change.
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