Workers' action
can defeat
Stalinism and
Lionism

THE THREAT to the Arab
people grows hourly. The
weekend Zionist raids on
guerrilla bases in Lebanon

have unconcealed United
States government approval.

Their delegate abstained in
the United Nations Security
Council vote against the
attack.

The Israeli state is a creature
of imperialism, armed to
the teeth by Nixon to pro-
tect the oil monopolies and
trade routes from the
advancing Arab revolution.

‘At the head of this imperialist
militia stands General
Moshe Dayan, ‘Labour’
Party Defence Minister in
the Golda Meir Cabinet.

But while he steps up the
fight against the Palestinian
guerrillas, he talks peace to
the Arab governments and
the Stalinists.

In his broadcast last Saturday,
he said:

‘I hope that negotiations to
end the war will continue.’

What gives Dayan such con-
fidence that a ‘political’
solution can be imposed
on the Palestinians?

It is not just military backing
from Washington. The Arab
leaders themselves favour a
deal with the Zionists,

Nasser's Information Minister
Heikal wrote in Friday's
‘Al Ahram’: 2ol

‘The only way for us is in a
political settlement, which
means introducing military,
economic and diplomatic
pressure to achieve our
aims.’

Finally—and most decisively—
the Zionists and their US

patrons have the secret
backing of the Soviet
bureaucracy.

Heikal revealed in his article
that in 1967, when the
Algerian  leader Boume-
dienne demanded of Kosygin
that Moscow give more
support to the Arabs in
their struggle against the
Zionists, the Soviet premier
replied:

‘Do you want us to fight the
war for you?

Dayan and the other Zionist
leaders know that this re-
mains the Soviet position
today, In his broadcast,
Dayan said:

‘It cannot be said that the

Soviet Union has in fact
become engaged against
Israel.’

Betrayed on every side, by
the Arab bourgeoisie and
the Stalinists alike, the
Palestinians face a Zionist
enemy that has one aim
only—to serve as watchdog
and jailer for the US
imperialists.

These last few weeks have
proved that the Arab wor-
kers and peasants have only
one firm ally in the struggle
for national unity and self-
determination.

That is the international
working class. It is the duty
of socialists evérywhere to
win the workers for class
actions against the Zionists,
all the time fighting to ex-
pose Stalinism's treacherous
Middle-East role.

The first task in this campaign
is to secure the release of
Miss Liela Khaled, held by
the British police for her
part in the . attempted hi-
jacking of an Israeli ‘El-Al’
airliner which made an
emérgency landing in Lon-
don on Sunday.

For, while we have political
differences with the groups
involved in such operations,
we stand full square in soli-
darity with them when they
are persecutéd by imperial-
ism.

The main political respon-
sibility for the isolation of
the Arab people, driven to
individual terror by the
desperate plight of the
Palestinians, must be placéd
where. it belongs —at the
door of the Stalinists.

Everything must now be
directed in the Arab coun-
tries and Israel towards the
construction of Marxist
leaderhip, togethér with the
working class in the im-
perialist states and the
Soviet bloc, which will lead
the Palestinians and the en-
tire Arab nation to victory
over impérialism and the
building of a socialist
Middle East.

| Stop the left demagogy, and

orce lories

to resign

BY THE EDITOR

NOBODY should be deluded by the ‘left’ dema-
gogy coming out of Brighton this week.

Use strikes——

sparingly

ALL CAUTION in the
use of strike action was
the principal message of
general secretary Victor
Feather’s report on struc-
ture and development to
the 102nd Trades Union
Congress yesterday after-
noon.

‘One man’s strike,’ he
said, ‘can be another man's
lay-off and this movement
represents them both, and
we are entitled to ask them
both to use the machinery
of the movement in thése
difficulties.’

Like Sir Sidney Greene’s
earlier presidential address,
Feather's speech was low
key and only perfunctorally
received by delegates. But
its implications, less than
‘three months after the elec-

- says Feather

tion of a Tory government,
should not be underesti-
mated.

Before going on to out-
line TUC plans for a net-
work of pilot industrial
committees and a possible
extension of its advisory
services on  productivity
deals, Feather insisted that
‘we must emphasize that the
use of the striké weapon
must be _intelligent and
sparing “and "also to ‘empha-
size that no one works in
isolation.”

But the response of at
least one trade union ‘left’
—the Post Office workers’
Tom Jackson—was to wel-
come the report as ‘a real
step forward’.

Little hope
for lobbyists’
TUC appeals

From our industrlal correspondent
DAVID MAUDE in Brighton

Monday

THREE GROUPS of workers lobbied delegates arriving
for the opening session of the year's Trades Union
Congress here this morning.

But, if railmen’s general
secretary, Sir Sidney Greene’s
3,000-word presidential ad-
dress is any yardstick, their
hopés seemed unlikely to be
fulfilled this week.

Several hundred young wor-
kers — mainly from London,
Kent, Birmingham, Leeds,
Manchester, Wales and Scot-
land—pressed for a Congress-
sponsored young Trade Union-
ists’ Conference to discuss the
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problems of low pay, cheap
labour and dead-end jobs.

Alongside them stood rep-
resentatives of  Brighton's
municipal government and of
its 38,000 old-age pensioners.

‘We're handing in a protest
to our géneral secretary—the
T&GWU chap Jack Jones —
against the stoppage by gov-
ernment intervention of pay
increases to which we are
entitled,” one busmen’'s leader
told the Workeérs Press.

Resisting

For two years Brighton's
Tory Council, explained pen-
sioners, have been resisting
their démands for concession-
ary transport fares at offpeak
periods.

With a cost-cutting Tory
government now in the West-
minster saddle, they anticipate
an even more bitter struggle,

The burdén of Greene's re-
marks were somewhat differ-
ent.

‘A change of government
and administration,” he said,
‘does not basically change the
job the TUC has to do . . .

Describing the Tory threats
of anti-union legislation as
just ‘a contradiction in terms’
and ‘open to question’, he
hoped ‘that when the present
government say they are go-
ing to introduce an Industrial
Relations Bill they will think
again, or at least move with
caution . . . Industrial rela-
tions in this country will be
as smooth or as rough as they
desire to make them.’

But this, hé went to make
clear, was ‘not meant as a
challenge to a fight’.

Threats of ‘combined
action’, exhortations to
‘gird loins’ and insinuations
about ‘winter coal short-
ages’ and ‘sewage in your
toilet’” might fool. some
gullible people.

But  politically - intelligent
workers will recognize - these
as a smokescreen for cover-
ing up the harsh productivity
deals and the sacrifice of
hard-won conditions (which
trade union leaders are pre-
pared to accept in exchange
for the paltry increases given
by the employers) and mass
unemployment.

This is the grim reality of
the 102nd Trades Union Con-
gress which Mr Jack Jones'
oratory cannot dispel.

Tory policy, as explained in

e

the Prices and Incomes Board
report on the coal and gas
industries, is to tie every wage
increasé to a ‘commensurate’
increase in productivity and
to keep such increases as
small as they possibly can.

In this way they hope to
increase the amount of surplus
value produced by the workers
and decrease the size of the
labour force by the introduc-
tion of so-called ‘mobility and
flexibility’.

By such innovations as con-
tinuous shift-work and week-
end working they are further
able to cut down overheads
and the = turn-over time of
capital drastically, thus in-
creasing profit rates.

No surprise

It is of little surprise that
the PIB report should gloat
that, in mining, ‘the labour
force has been run down by
half, the wage structure ex-
tensively reshaped, the fre-
quency of disputes greatly
reduced . . ..

And what has modern-
ization, rationalization and
productivity dealing done
for the miner? From first
place in the wages league
table in the early 1950s,
the miner mow occupies an
unenviable 22nd!

As one Yorkshire miner
writes in ‘Miner’ (official
National Union of Mine-

workers’ journal):

‘Not only are we working
for less money, but we are
also working three anti-social
shifts out of four. Is this to
be the new order of things
to come?’

His question has already
been answered by Jack Jones’
acceptance and commendation
of the Devlin Plan which, as
we showed in last Saturday's
Workers Press, gives the dock
employer the same Draconic
powers that are now being
used by the Coal Board
against the miners: the aboli-
tion of piecework, arbitrary
changes in gangs, suspension
and all the other paraphernalia
of industrial regimentation.

Reminder

It is worth remembering
now, since it is the same
Jones who is threatening the
Tories with dire penalties, that
it was his retreat on the
dockers’ £20 basic without
strings demand that paved
the way for Devlin Phase Two.

‘What price, may we ask,
are the local government
workers going to pay after
all the shouting has died
down?

It is not the sewage in
their toilets which workers
will have to look out for,
but rather the productivity-
fiexibility bilge which they
are being asked to accept
by trade union leaders.

Productivity dealing and
mass unemployment are two
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New threats

to Arab
guerrillas

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

Some of the youth who lobbied TUC delegates in Brighton yesterday.

Singer
strike
deadlock

FIVE THOUSAND workers at
Singer’s Clydeside factory are
meeting this morning as their
strike against the sacking of
800 workers moves towards
the end of its second week.

The AEF divisional com-
mittee has unanimously ap-
proved making the strike
official and the facts are now
before thé union’s executive
council.

Long negotiations into the
early hours of yesterday morn-
ing ended in deadlock, despite
the unions’ willingness to
meet the managemént’s de-
mand for relaxation of over-
time bans in the factory.

Convenor Gavin Laird told
Workers Press that the man-
agement was not willing to
concede on redundancies, ré-
ported to be around 2,000.

‘The general level of un-
employment in Clydebank has
hardened our attitude,” said
Laird. ‘Peoplé are not grasp-
ing at redundancy payments
as they were before.

Young teachers militant, but

‘Lefts’

evade

anti-Tory

fight

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

AS WAS to be expected, the Young Teachers’
Conference of the NUT, held at Birmingham
over the weekend, was the biggest and most

militant yet.

With very few votes
against, a resolution on
salaries was passed demand-
ing ‘that the executive take
all necessary action to
achieve the union’s basic
salary aims, and to con-
centrate entirely on these
until they are achieved’.

In the event of a break-
down in negotiations, a special
conference should be called
‘to decide on necessary action
including strike action’ and to

HTERTEHTHT T

elicit from all teachers and the
TUC moral and financial
support.

Other motions called for
strike action in areas where
class sizes were still above 35
and for withdrawal of labour
from schools where working
conditions are substandard.

Courses

One resolution called for
provision to be made by the
Department of Education and

MAINTENANCE workers
at the two Lucas combine
factories at Fazakerley,
Liverpool, have decided by
an overwhelming majority
to continue their month-old
strike for a £5 no-strings
increase,

At their latest meeting
the men rejected a £4
management offer which in-
cluded increases already
agreed upon before the
dispute and a clause pro-
viding for a year’s pay
stand-still.

1,500 workers have now
been laid off in the plants,
CAV and Lucas Industrial
Equipment, as a result of
the strike which involves
80 men.

At the same time the
Commission on Industrial
Relations inguiry into
Lucas’ four Merseyside fac-
tories is continuing.

Stewards at Lucas In-
dustrial Equipment and
Lucas Gas Turbine factories

Lucas men stay

out

have refused to co-operate,
but at CAV, where stewards
agreed to the investigatiom,
unionists are being asked by
the CIR’s Will Paynter, ex-
miners’ Jleader and CP
member, to answer ques-
tions on internal union
affairs and elections of
stewards.

Meanwhile at CAV
Rochester and Chatham
factories in Kent 2,000 as-
sembly-line workers have
been told that they will be
on a four-day week from
next Monday.

The reason for the short-
time working, say manage-
ment, is the world-wide
drop in demand for com-
mercial vehicles and tractors
and disputes in the motor
vehicle and component
industries.

Science and the local authori-
ties for full-time service
courses for teachers at least
once every five years on full
salary.

Further resolutions called
for 100 per cent trade union-
ism and for the Secretary of
State to lay down regulations
which provide for teacher
participation in the running of
schools, curricular and all
education committees.

The resolutions were dis-
cussed with only passing
reference to the election of a
Tory government, which is
already committed to slashing
the social services and educa-
tion.:

One delegate was cheered
loudly when he said it was the
task of conference to put for-
ward only viable education
policies and to leave the prob-
lems of the economy to the
government,

‘Pressure’

Teachers had to work as a
‘pressure group’ within the
confines of the state, he said.

But the real danger facing
young teachers was revealed in
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ISRAEL, having pressurized the US into
denouncing Egyptian violations of the cease-
fire, is now demanding the withdrawal of

Soviet missiles
moved closer to the

Suez Canal.

Yosef Tekoah, Israeli
delegate to UN mediator
Jarring’s talks, flew to New
York yesterday with a re-
fusal to continue the
negotiations until this takes

place.
This would restore
- Israeli air dominance in the
Canal zone,
Meanwhile, the Arab
leaders continue their

efforts to break the Pales-
tine guerrilla movement's
resistance to the US-Soviet
plan for a Middle-East
settlement.

The Arab League, which
met in Cairo at the week-
end, decided to recall the
four-nation committee —
Algeria, Libya, Sudan and
Egypt — to resolve the con-
flict between Hussein of
Jordan and the guerrillas.

35 KILLED

While fighting between
the Jordan army and guer-
rilla forces has died down
in Amman, fierce clashes are

“reported elsewhere, 35 guer-

rillas are reported killed in
the recent battles.

Nayef Hawatmeh, leader
of the left-wing Democratic
Popular Front, told a jour-
nalist : '

‘The conciliatory talk of
the King is a tactic. He
retreats in order to jump
better. The regime seeks to
condition the masses to
accept  apathetically the
liquidation of the resist-
ance.’

Hussein denied reports
that he had called for help
from the four powers —
Britain, the US, France and
the Soviet Union — against
the guerrillas and the 20,000
Traqi troops now in Jordan.
But these reports have been
confirmed from Amman.

The call is said to have
been made in separate con-
versations with the four
ambassadors there.

It should be recalled that
Hussein’s regime, when it
was in danger in 1958, was
saved by the intervention of
the US Sixth Fleet. The
Zionists readily granted per-
mission for US planes to fly
over Israeli airspace.

SANCTIONED

Today, however, such an
operation would have the
sanction of both Moscow
and, surreptitiously, Cairo.

Libyan leader Gaddafi,
after making very ‘militant’
statements on  Hussein,
declared:

‘We do not intend to give
money out of the Libyan
people’s budget to someone
who claims to be a fidai
(guerrilla), but who uses it
to print Leninist-Marxist
ideas, to publish Ileaflets
attacking President Nasser,
or to buy bullets to fire at
weddings in Amman or
Beirut instead of at the
battlefront inside the occu-
pied territory.’

While the Palestine
liberation movement is in
such danger, the Al-Fatah
leader Yasser Arafat goes
on looking for compromises
with Nasser and Hussein.

Banking on the break-
@ PAGE FOUR COL. 6
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LEFT
PRESIDENT
IN CHILE

Coup
call
by
right

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

THE VICTORY of Salvador
Allende, the joint Com-
munist Party and Socialist
candidate in the Chilean
Presidential election, was
greeted by a demonstration
of thousands of Santiago
workers.

The election result resolves

nothing for the Chilean
workers, however.
Those like the Stalinists

who preach the ‘parliamentary
road to socialism’ in Latin
America leave the masses
defenceless before a counter-
attack from the right wing
and. its military allies,

Since no candidate in the
elegtxgn got an absolute
majority, the constitutional
decision lies with parliament.
‘It meets in 50 days to
choose between Allende, who
got 36 per cent of the poll,
and the right-wing National
Party candidate Alessandri,
who got only 1.5 per cent less.

The Christian Democratic
candidate, Tomic, despite his
shameless left-wing  dema-
gogy, got only 28 per cent.

Rule broken

Tomic’s defeat ends six
years of political supremacy
and broken promises by Frei’s
‘libgral' Christian Democrat
regime.

Alessondri and  his
porters began, immediately
after the results were an-
nounced, to lay the ground
for a coup ‘in the national
interest’,

Jettisoning his declaration
during the campaign that he
would accept office only if he
headed the poll, he issued a
statement calling on ‘demo-
cratic forces and the represen-
tatives of the free men and
women of Chile, who in the
immense majority reject
Marxism, to choose the Presi-
dent as the constitution pro-
vides’.

This is an open invitation
to Christian Democratic parlia-
mentarians to enter a political
conspiracy against Chilean
workers.

And the other side of the
coin will be pressure, backed
up by a run on the banks, on
the Popular Unity politicians
to take the teeth out of
Allende’s programme.

Shown hand

Already the army had
showed its hand on Friday
night, when the Moneda
Palace in Santiago, official
residence of the President,
was surrounded with machine-
gun posts and helicopters flew
menacingly over the popular-
front demonstration.

American diplomatic ‘advis-
ers’ and ‘specialists’ have
arrived in Chile in foree in
recent weeks.

Not only is Chile of
immediate economic import-
ance to imperialism, with its
large deposits of coal and
nitrates and a 12 per cent
of world copper production,
but the political crisis now
makes it one of the corner-
stones of the Latin American
revolution.

The Popular Unity leaders
(Stalinist, Socialist Party and
trade union leaders) will open

sup-

political - negotiations  with
Tomic and the Christian
Democrats.

While the ruling class and
the agents of imperialism pre-
pare to throw their own
‘democracy’ into the dustbin,
every retreat and concession
by the left-wing leaders can
only weaken the workers’
ability to defend their victory.

Trotsky Memorial Lectures
Monday, 14 September

‘Trotsky’s struggle against Stalinism’

Monday, 21 September

“Trotsky’s fight against revisionism’
BEAVER HALL
GARLICK HILL

A Near Mansion House tube

Starts 8 p.m.

Admission 2s

Both lectures given by G. HEALY (SLL national secretary)
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Workers' action
can defeat
Stalinism and
Tionism

THE THREAT to the Arab
people grows hourly. The
weekend Zionist raids on
guerrilla bases in Lebanon

have unconcealed United
States government approval.

Their delegate abstained in
the United Nations Security
Council vote against the
attack.

The Israeli state is a creature
of imperialism, armed to
the teeth by Nixon to pro-
tect the oil monopolies and
trade routes from the
advancing Arab revolution.

At the head of this imperialist
militia stands General
Moshe Dayan, ‘Labour’
Party Defence Minister in
the Golda Meir Cabinet.

But while he steps up the
fight against the Palestinian
guerrillas, he talks peace to
the Arab governments and
the Stalinists.

In his broadcast last Saturday,
he said:

‘I hope that negotiations to
end the war will continue.’

What gives Dayan such con-
fidence that a ‘political’
solution can be imposed
on the Palestinians?

It is not just military backing
from Washington. The Arab
leaders themselves favour a
deal with the Zionists.

Nasser’s Information Minister
Heikal wrote in Friday's
‘Al Ahram’: Wk

‘The only way for us is in a
political settlement, which
means introducing military,
economic and diplomatic
pressure to achieve our
aims.’

Finally—and most decisively—
the Zionists and their US

Loyt

patrons have the secret
backing of the Soviet
bureaucracy.

Heikal revealed in his article
that in 1967, when the
Algerian leader Boume-
dienne demanded of Kosygin
that Moscow give more
support to the Arabs in
their struggle against the
Zionists, the Soviet premier
replied:

‘Do you want us to fight the
war for you?’

Dayan and the other Zionist
leaders know that this re-
mains the ' Soviet position
today. In his broadcast,
Dayan said:

‘It cannot be said that the
Soviet Union has in fact
become engaged against
Israel.

Betrayed on every side, by
the Arab bourgeoisie and
the Stalinists alike, the
Palestinians face a Zionist
enemy that has one aim
only—to serve as watchdog
and jailer for the US
imperialists.

These last few weeks have
proved that the Arab wor-
kers and peasants have only
one firm ally in the struggle
for national unity and self-
determination.

That is the international
working class. It is ‘the duty
of socialists evérywhere to
win the workers for class
actions against the Zionists,
all the time fighting to ex-
pose Stalinism’s treacherous
Middle-East role.

The first task in this campaign
is to secure the releasé¢ of
Miss Liela Khaled, held by
the British police for her
part in the . attempted hi-
jacking of an Israeli ‘EI-Al’
airliner which made an
emeérgency landing in Lon-
don on Sunday.

For, while we have political
differences with the groups
involved in such operations,
we stand full square in soli-
darity with them when they
are persecutéd by imperial-
ism,

The main political respon-
sibility for the isolation of
the Arab people, driven to
individual terror by the
desperate plight of the
Palestinians, must be placéd
where. it belongs — at the
door of the Stalinists.

Everything must now be
directed in the Arab coun-
tries and Israel towards the
construction of Marxist
leaderhip, togethér with the
working class in the im-
perialist states and the
Soviet bloc, which will lead
the Palestinians and the en-
tire Arab nation to victory
over impérialism and the
building of a socialist
Middle East.

Stop the left demagogy, and

Force lories

to resign

BY THE EDITOR

NOBODY should be deluded by the ‘left’ dema-
gogy coming out of Brighton this week.

Use strikes——

sparingly

ALL CAUTION in the
use of strike action was
the principal message of
general secretary Victor
Feather’s report on struc-
ture and development to
the 102nd Trades Union
Congress yesterday after-
noon.

‘One man’s strike,’ he
said, ‘can be another man’s
lay-off and this movement
represents them both, and
we are entitled to ask them
both to use the machinery
of thé movemerit i
difficulties.’

Like Sir Sidney Greene's
earlier presidential address,
Feather’'s speech was low
key and only perfunctorally
received by delegates. But
its implications, less than
-three months after the elec-

~says Feather

tion of a Tory government,
should not be underesti-
mated.

Before going on to out-
line TUC plans for a net-
work of pilot industrial
committees and a possiblé
extension of its advisory
services on productivity
deals, Feather insisted that
‘we must emphasize that the
use of the striké weapon
must be _intelligent and

{

thése * sparing&fid 8186 fo empha- -

size that no one works in
isolation,’ ’

But the response of at
least one trade union °‘left’
—the Post Office workers’
Tom Jackson—was to weél-
come the report as ‘a real
step forward’.

. liﬂk_l;ope
for lobbyists’
TUC appeals

From our industrial correspondent
DAVID MAUDE In Brighton

Monday

THREE GROUPS of workers lobbied delegates arriving
for the opening session of the year’s Trades Union

Congress here this morning.

But, if railmen’s general
secretary, Sir Sidney Greene's
3,000-word presidential ad-
dress is any yardstick, their
hopés seemed unlikely to be
fulfilled this week.

Several hundred young wor-
kers — mainly from London,
Kent, Birmingham, Leeds,
Manchester, Wales and Scot-
land—pressed for a Congress-
sponsored young Trade Union-
ists’ Conference to discuss the
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problems of low pay, cheap
labour and dead-end jobs.

Alongside them stood rep-
resentatives of  Brighton’s
municipal government and of
its 38,000 old-age pensioners.

‘We'’re handing in a protest
to our géneral secretary—the
T&GWU chap Jack Jones —
against the stoppage by gov-
ernment intervention of pay
increases to which we are
entitled,” one busmen’s leader
told the Workérs Press.

Resisting

For two years Brighton's
Tory Council, explained pen-
sioners, have been resisting
their démands for concession-
ary transport fares at offpeak
periods.

With a cost-cutting Tory
government now in the West-
minster saddle, they anticipate
an even more bitter struggle.

The burdén of Greene's re-
marks were somewhat differ-
ent.

‘A change of government
and administration,’ he said,
‘does not basically ¢hange the
job the TUC has to do . . .

Describing the Tory threats
of anti-union legislation as
just ‘a contradiction in terms’
and ‘open to question’, he
hoped ‘that when the present
government say they are go-
ing to introduce an Industrial
Relations Bill they will think
again, or at least move with
caution' . . . Industrial rela-
tions in this country will be
as smooth or as rough as they
desire to make them.’

But this, hé went to make

clear, was ‘not meant as a
challenge to a fight’.

Threats of ‘combined
action’, exhortations to
‘gird loins’ and insinuations
about ‘winter coal short-
ages’ and ‘sewage in your
toilet’ might fool some
gullible people.

But  politically - intelligent
workers will recognize - these
as a smokescreen for cover-
ing up the harsh productivity
deals and the sacrifice of
hard-won conditions (which
trade union leaders are pre-
pared to accept in exchange
for the paltry increases given
by the employers) and mass
unemployment,

This is the grim reality of
the 102nd Trades Union Con-
gress which Mr Jack Jones’
orgrtorylvcax.mot dispe;. 4

Tory polity, as explained in
theé P; '“c%gland Iné‘o’:npek“B ¢ i
report on the coal and gas
industries, is to tie every wage
increasé to a ‘commensurate’
increase in productivity and
to keep such increases as
small as they possibly can.

In this way they hope to
increase the amount of surplus
value produced by the workers
and decrease the size of the
labour force by the introduc-
tion of so-called ‘mobility and
flexibility’.

By such innovations as con-
tinuous shift-work and week-
end working they are further
able to cut down overheads
and the  turn-over time of
capital drastically, thus in-
creasing profit rates.

No surprise

It is of little surprise that
the PIB report should gloat
that, in mining, ‘the labour
force has been run down by
half, the wage structure ex-
tensively reshaped, the fre-

quency of disputes greatly
reduced . . ..
And what has modern-

ization, rationalization and
productivity dealing done
for the miner? From first
place in the wages league
table in the early 1950s,
the miner now occupies an
unenviable 22nd!

As one Yorkshire miner
writes in ‘Miner’ (official
National Union of Mine-
workers’ journal):

‘Not only are we working
for less money, but we are
also working three anti-social
shifts out of four. Is this to
be the new order of things
to come?’

His question has already
been answered by Jack Jones’
acceptance and commendation
of the Devlin Plan which, as
we showed in last Saturday’s
Workers Press, gives the dock
employer the same Draconic
powers that are now being
used by the Coal Board
against the miners: the aboli-
tion of piecework, arbitrary
changes in gangs, suspension
and all the other paraphernalia
of industrial regimentation.

Reminder

It is worth remembering
now, since it is the same
Jones who is threatening the
Tories with dire penalties, that
it was his retreat on the
dockers’ £20 basic without
strings demand that paved
the way for Devlin Phase Two.

What price, may we ask,
are the local government
workers going to pay after
all the shouting has died
down?

It is not the sewage in
their toilets which workers
will have to look out for,
but rather the productivity-
flexibility bilge which they
are being asked to accept
by trade union leaders.

Productivity dealing and
mass unemployment are two
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ew threats

to Arab
guerrillas

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

Some of the youth who lobbied TUC delegates in Brighton yesterday.

Singer
strike
deadlock

FIVE THOUSAND workers at
Singer’s Clydeside factory are
meeting this morning as their
strike against thé sacking of
800 workers moves towards
the end of its second week.

The AEF divisional com-
mittee has unanimously ap-
proved making the strike
official and the facts are now
before thé union’s executive
council.

Long negotiations into the
early hours of yesterday morn-
ing ended in deadlock, despite
the unions’ willingness to
meet the managemeént’s de-
mand for relaxation of over-
time bans in the factory.

Convenor Gavin Laird told
Workers Press that the man-
agement was not willing to
concede on redundancies, ré-
ported to be around 2,000.

‘The general level of un-
employment in Clydebank has
hardened our attitude,’ said
Laird. ‘Peopl¢ are not grasp-
ing at redundancy payments
as they were before.

Young teachers

‘Lefts’

militant, but

evade

anti-Tory

fight

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

AS WAS to be expected, the Young Teachers’
Conference of the NUT, held at Birmingham
over the weekend, was the biggest and most

militant yet.

With very few votes
against, a resolution on
salaries was passed demand-
ing ‘that the executive take
all necessary action to
achieve the union’s basic
salary aims, and to con-
centrate entirely on these
until they are achieved’.

In the event of a break-
down in negotiations, a special
conference should be called

‘to decide on necessary action
including strike action’ and to

N T

elicit from all teachers and the
TUC moral and financial
support.

Other motions called for
strike action in areas where
class sizes were still above 35
and for withdrawal of labour
from schools where working
conditions are substandard.

Courses

One resolution called for
provision to be made by the
Department of Education and

MAINTENANCE workers
at the two Lucas combine
factories at Fazakerley,
Liverpool, have decided by
an overwhelming majority
to continue their month-old
strike for a £5 no-strings
increase.

At their latest meeting
the men rejected a £4
management offer which in-
cluded increases already
agreed upon before the
dispute and a clause pro-
viding for a year’s pay
stand-still.

1,500 workers have now
been laid off in the plants,
CAV and Lucas Industrial
" Equipment, as a result of
the strike which involves
80 men.

At the same time the
Commission on Industrial
Relations inquiry into
Lucas’ four Merseyside fac-
tories is continuing.

Stewards at Lucas In-
dustrial Equipment and
Lucas Gas Turbine factories

Lucas men stay

out

have refused to co-operate,
but at CAV, where stewards
agreed to the investigation,
unionists are being asked by
the CIR’s Will Paynter, ex-
miners’ leader and P
member, to answer ques-
tions on internal union
affairs and
stewards.

Meanwhile at CAV
Rochester and Chatham
factories in Kent 2,000 as-
sembly-line workers have
been told that they will be
on a four-day week from
next Monday.

The reason for the short-
time working, say manage-
ment, is the world-wide
drop in demand for com~
mercial vehicles and tractors
and disputes in the motor
vehicle and component
industries.

elections of -

Science and the local authori-
ties for full-time service
courses for teachers at least
once every five years on full
salary.

Further resolutions called
for 100 per cent trade union-
ism and for the Secretary of
State to lay down regulations
which provide for teacher
participation in the running of
schools, curricular and all
education committees.

The resolutions were dis-
cussed with only passing
reference to the election of a
Tory government, which is
already committed to slashing
the social services and educa-
tion..

One delegate was cheered
loudly when he said it was the
task of conference to put for-
ward only viable education
policies and to leave the prob-
lems of the economy to the
government.

\

‘Pressure’

Teachers had to work as a
‘pressure group’ within the
confines of the state, he said.

But the real danger facing
young teachers was revealed in
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ISRAEL, having pressurized the US into
denouncing Egyptian violations of the cease-
fire, is now demanding the withdrawal of

Soviet missiles
moved closer to the

Suez Canal.

Yosef Tekoah, Israeli
delegate to UN mediator
Jarring’s talks, flew to New
York yesterday with a re-
fusal to continue the
negotiations until this takes

place.

This would restore
Israeli air dominance in the
Canal zone.

Meanwhile, the Arab
leaders continue their

efforts to break the Pales-
tine guerrilla movement’s
resistance to the US-Soviet
plan for a Middle-East
settlement.

The Arab League, which
met in Cairo at the week-
end, decidéd to recall the
four-nation committee —
Algeria, Libya, Sudan and
Egypt — to resolve the con-
flict between Hussein of
Jordan and the guerrillas.

35 KILLED

While fighting between
the Jordan army and guer-
rilla forces has died down
in Amman, fierce clashes are

“reported elsewhere. 35 guer-

rillas are reported killed in
the recent battles.

Nayef Hawatmeh, leader
of the left-wing Democratic
Popular Front, told a jour-
nalist : ’

‘The conciliatory talk of
the King is a tactic. He
retreats in order to jump
better. The regime seeks to
condition the masses to
accept  apathetically the
liquidation of the resist-
ance.’

Hussein denied reports
that he had called for help
from the four powers —
Britain, the US, France and
the Soviet Union — against
the guerrillas and the 20,000
Iraqi troops now in Jordan.
But these reports have been
confirmed from Amman.

The call is said to have
been made in separate con-
versations with the four
ambassadors there.

It should be recalled that
Hussein’s regime, when it
was in danger in 1958, was
saved by the intervention of
the US Sixth Fleet. The
Zionists readily granted per-
mission for US planes to fly
over Israeli airspace.

SANCTIONED

Today, however, such an
operation would have the
sanction of both Moscow
and, surreptitiously, Cairo.

Libyan leader Gaddafi,
after making very ‘militant’
statements on  Hussein,
declared:

‘We do not intend to give
money out of the Libyan
people’s budget to someone
who claims to be a fidai
(guerrilla), but who uses it
to print Leninist-Marxist
ideas, to publish leaflets
attacking President Nasser,
or to buy bullets to fire at
weddings in Amman or
Beirut instead of at the
battlefront inside the occu-
pied territory.’

ile the Palestine
liberation movement is in
such danger, the Al-Fatah
leader Yasser Arafat goes
on looking for compromises
with Nasser and Hussein.

Banking on the break-
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_‘liberal’

LEFT
PRESIDENT
IN CHILE

Coup

call
by
right

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

THE VICTORY of Salvador
Allende, the joint Com-
munist Party and Socialist
candidate in the Chilean
Presidential election, was
greeted by a demonstration
of thousands of Santiago
workers.

The election result resolves
nothing for the Chilean
workers, however.

Those like the Stalinists
who preach the ‘parliamentary
road .to socialism’ in Latin
America leave the masses
defenceless before a counter-
attack from the right wing
and_ its military allies.

Since no candidate in the
election got an absolute
majority, the constitutional
decision lies with parliament.
* It meets in 50 days to
choose between Allénde, who
got 36 per cent of the poll,
and the right-wing National
Party candidate Alessandri,
who got only 1.5 per cent less.

The Christian Democratic
candidate, Tomic, despite his
shameless left-wing dema-
gogy, got only 28 per cent.

Rule broken

Tomic's defeat ends six
years of political supremacy
and broken promises by Frei's
€ Christian Democrat
regime.

Alessandri  and  his  sup-
porters began, immediately
after the results were an-
nounced, to lay the ground
for a coup ‘in the national
interest’.

Jettisoning his declaration
during the campaign that he
would accept office only if he
headed the poll, he issued a
statement calling on ‘demo-
cratic forces and the represen-
tatives of the free men and
women of Chile, who in the
Immense majority reject
Marxism, to choose the Presi-
dent as the constitution pro-
vides’.

This is an open invitation
to Christian Democratic parlia-
mentarians to enter a political
conspiracy against Chilean
workers.

And the other side of the
coin will be pressure, backed
up by a run on the banks, on
the Popular Unity politicians
to take the teeth out of
Allende’s programme.

Shown hand

Already the army had
showed its hand on Friday
night, when the .Moneda
Palace in Santiago, official
residence of the President,
was surrounded with machine-
gun posts and helicopters flew
menacingly over the popular-
front demonstration.

American diplomatic ‘advis-
ers’ and ‘specialists’ have
arrived in Chile in force in
recent weeks.

Not only is Chile of
immediate economic import-
ance to imperialism, with its
large deposits of coal and
nitrates and a 12 per cent
of world copper production,
but ‘the political crisis now
makes it one of the corner-
stones of the Latin American
revolution.

The Popular Unity leaders
(Stalinist, Socialist Party and
trade union leaders) will open

political negotiations with
Tomic and the Christian
Democrats.

While the ruling class and
the agents of imperialism pre-
pare to throw their own
‘democracy’ into the dustbin,
every retreat and concession
by the left-wing leaders can
only weaken the workers’
ability to defend their victory.

Trotsky Memorial Lectures
Monday, 14 September

‘Trotsky’s struggle against Stalinism’

Monday, 21 September

‘Trotsky’s fight against revisionism’
BEAVER HALL
GARLICK HILL

. Near Mansion House tube

Starts 8 p.m.

Admission 2s

Both lectures given by G. HEALY (SLL national secretary)
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THE NEW Thames Tele-
vision series ‘The Day Before
Yesterday’ started last Tues-
day with ‘We are the Masters’
(10.30) a programme of news-
reel, interviews and commen-
tary centred on the first
post-war Labour government.

If it did nothing else, the
programme chronicled, mainly
through the mouths of present
Labour rightwingers, the thor-
ough-going betrayal of the
working class which Attlee

and his colleagues carried out

after 1945.

They set out, through timid
reforms and half-hearted com-
promises, to patch together
the war-mangled body of
British capitalism and lay new
foundations for it to continue.

They ended, as all such at-
tempts must necessarily end,
in humiliating defeat at the
hands of Churchill and the
Tory Party.

Newsreel film of the ‘Forces
election’ in 1945 gave a glimpse
of the tremendous wave of
anti-Tory feeling which swept
the Tories out of office at the
end of the war. Right winger
Christopher Mayhew recalled
that when the Army ballot
boxes were opened in his con-
stituency, almost every single
vote was for Labour.

Defeat

In 1945 the working class
administered the most crushing
electoral defeat ever to the
party of unemployment, war
and big business.

Despite the singing of the
‘Red Flag’ in the Commons
when the new parliament
assembled, Attlee made clear
that though some reforms were
to be expected, the working
class would have to make
sacrifices to ‘put Britain on its
feet'.

In reality, the Labour leaders
were mortally afraid of the
working class that had lifted
them to office. Over the rest of
Europe, their fellow bureau-
crats were, with difficulty,
holding back revolutionary
struggles, and the Labour
Party leaders, with suitable
modifications, set themselves
the same task in Britain.

The United States’ $4,000
million loan was, in reality, a
turning point in this process,

MENTAL BREAKDOWN|

IT MIGHT be thought that
experiments carried out by
time-and-motion consultants
to fix the amount of energy
each worker should use in a
given operation are the last

word in the drive by the
employers to intensify labour.

This is not the case.

Although the ‘experts’ claim
to have defined all manual

~ (Chehind 5 1V 0WS)
Drop of
the hard

The Day Before Yesterday
We are the Masters

Thames September 1 — and

The Cramlington Train
Wreckers

BBC 2 August 31

part of the inflationary export
of dollars which initiated the
post-war boom and combined
with the counter-revolutionary
efforts of reformism and
Stalinism to give a new lease
of life to the capitalism in W
Europe.

Then came the beginnings
of Labour’s nationalization
programme.

The mines were to be first
—on the basis of an efficiency
plan drawn up for the coal-

’

Who are the wreckers?

owners during the war.

Herbert Morrison, in charge
of the nationalization pro-
gramme, saw it as intervention
by the capitalist state to in-
crease the efficiency of back-
ward key industries in the
overall interests of the em-
ployers’ system.

Despite the tremendous wel-
come the miners’ gave nation-
alization  (the  programme
showed Durham miners danc-
ing in the streets the day the

WORKERS PRESS

mines were nationalized),
workers in the state industries
—and none more than the
miners—have tasted to the full
the bitter fruits of the Labour
government’s  pro - capitalist
take-overs.

The government’s austerity
policy, designed to allow busi-
ness to re-equip itself after
the ravages of the war, meant
bread and clothing rationing,
a measure which was exploited
to the full by the Tory women’s

JOHN SPENCER

lobby. The programme showed
scenes of overfed Conservative
ladies waxing indignant about
the coupon system.

The most phoney Tory lobby
of all, however was the British
Medical Association’s cam-
paign against the National
Health Service, masterminded
by ‘radio doctor’ Charles Hill.

Hill denounced ‘the state
doctor’ and praised the vir-
tues of ‘independent’ (i.e.,
private) medicine.

s
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e

Now that the Tories are get-
ting ready to slash even greater
holes in the NHS, it is worth
remembering just where they
stood on the question of free
medical care.

Finally, after being forced
to devalue the pound, the
Labour government went" to
the polls and was returned . . .
but with a majority of just six.

The historic crisis of British
capitalism posed enormous
questions before the Attlee

actions in the finest detail, par-
ticularly by use of the pre-
determined-motion-time  sys-
tems, they are still concerned
that much valuable profit-
making time is being wasted
on ineffective mental activity.

According to the current
issue of the specialist magazine
‘Work Study’, attempts are
now being made to correct this
deficiency by the Work Factor
company which has laid down
its results in a so-called ‘Mento

Manual’. The article explains
that, as with manual work,
mental activity can be divided
into basic elements.

The times for each element
are given in one or several
tables and are expressed in
time units where one time unit
(TU) equals 0.0001 minute,
The fundamental elements are
said to be:

1. EYE-MOTIONS. As with
the MTM system, this is

IT WAS a bright and sunny
day in Ormskirk and down at
the bottom of a Mr Duxfield’s
modest patch of grass, the
local Tories were relaxing at
their annual garden fete.

Everybody who was anybody
was there to enjoy the atmos-
phere of goodwill and camar-
aderie and have a go at the
‘goofy golf’ and sundry side
shows.

There were displays by the
Eaglais A Chnot Scottish
dancers, music from the Blue
Magnolia Band and more to
entertain the local Tory bro-
therhood.

Ted’s back in No. 10 and
all’s well with the world.

But down amongst the tom-
bola, something stirred. It was
Harold Soref, recently-elected
member for Ormskirk, come
to address his loyal supporters.

Obviously intent on exer-
cising his muscles in prepara-
tion for the coming parliamen-

Tory fete: SOREF (centre)

divided into eye focus and
_eye shift.

2. SEE. The time for this is
said to be based on the
size of an object, the con-
trast with its background
and its colour.

3. CONDUCT. This is the
time required to conduct
the impulse from the eye
along the nerves to the
brain and from the brain

tary session, Soref proceeded
to start the Tory day with a
bang by hurling himself into a
blistering tirade on black
power, expatriate revolution-
aries, subversives, agitators,
wanton and vicious violence,
anarchy and troublemakers.

Warned Soref :

‘Too much tolerance is
shown to demonstrators who
would blackmail the majority
of the population and flout the
country’s traditional hospital-
ity. Some pose as students and
others as professional racialists.

‘Agitators,” he went on, ‘who
seek to dwell in this country
are not entitled to undermine
its security and institutions.
Those who revile the police
and demonstrate in the pursuit
of wanton and vicious violence
are seeking a state of anarchy
and a climate agreeable to
revolutionary intent.’

Sounds familiar? Read on.

‘In the interests of Britain
their deportation should be
accelerated,” said Soref and
added that those who were so
keen to knock Powell might
now care to pay tribute to his
prescience,

The disorders and riots,
which are happening with in-
creasing frequency, will doubt-
less shortly lead to street fight-
ing.

‘The sooner the Home Sec-
retary takes action the better,
before trouble gets out of
hand.’

After this lengthy blast,
Soref politely apologized for
pursuing a ‘hard line’ at what
was a pleasant social occasion,
but he had felt it his duty.

His apology was obviously
superfluous. An enjoyable after-
noon was had by one and all,
confident that their affairs were
in the hands of a capable and
far-seeing rep.

Ice creams in hand, they
wandered about the tranquil
lawns, For those who wanted
more of the hard stuff, there
was always Punch and Judy.

THE
CRAMLINGTON
TRAIN
WRECKERS :

(left to right)
Robert Harbottle,
Wililiam Nuckle,
Arthur Wiison and
Tommy Roberts.

to various parts of the
body. ‘It depends on the
length of the nerve path.’

this operation and the time for

each is given as follows:

I. Eye shift to next
4. IDENTITY. This involves unit ..o 5 TUs
the speed at which an ob- . . )
ject can be clearly picked II. See inspection unit 4 TUs
out for what it is. ‘An 111 Conduct impulse to

unusual position’, e.g. ‘up-
sidedown’, says the article,
‘requires extra time’.

brain .........coennene 1 TU

IV. Identify presence or
absence of spots,

5. DECIDE. This is the time L] (U 7 TUs
taken to decide what action
to take on the basis of the V. Decide to go on or
information received from b1 Vo] SN 7 TUs
the eye. VI. Conduct impulse to

6. DISCRIMINATE. Is the EYE tiiriiriinienninns 3 TUs
time needed to make a dis-
tinction between similar total 29 TUs

shapes, colours and sizes.

7. SPAN, it is said, relates to
observation of a whole
number of characters. For
example, ‘to look at a
group of soldering joints at
once instead of looking
separately at each one’.

8. CONVERT. This is said to
mean the conversion of one
type of information into
another. ‘For example, a
postal sorter reads the
name of a street on an
envelope and puts the
letter into the pigeon-hole
for the appropriate district’.

9. TEMPORARY MEMOR-
IZE AND RECALL. This
is the temporary storage in
the memory of information
required again in a short
time.

10. TRANSFER ATTENTION.

This is to disengage the
operator’s attention from
task A to task B. ‘The
time,” explains the article,
‘is governed by the inten-
sity of concentration re-
quired to execute task A
and task B.’

11. COMPUTE AND SUS-
TAIN. The time for this,
it is said, depends on the
kind of computation and
the number of continuous
computes to be made.

Inspection

The article gives an example
of how this system would be
used to fix times for an in-

"spection task. This inveolves

examination of sheets of paper
30 cm by 22 cm for visible
flaws (spots, bumps, pits, etc.).

It explains that the inspec-
tion unit which can be properly
encompassed in one gaze is
3.1 by 2.4 cm. This would
mean that 100 such ‘gazes’
were required to examine each
sheet of paper.

The elements included in

For the complete sheet of
paper the time would be 100
by 29 TUs = 2,900 which is
17.4 seconds. This system is
reckoned to provide oppor-
tunities to study routine men-
tal activity and ‘gives the pos-
sibility of drawing up standard
times for inspection work’.

The current trend among
work-study consultants is to
call for a more human ap-
proach to workers. More
psychology and plenty of
workers’ participation is said
to be what is needed. The
early users of the systems,
Taylor and Bedaux, are
attacked as having been too
much concerned with the
mechanical aspect of the oper-
ative.

Inhuman

This present attitude is
clearly no more than a cover
for the most inhuman concept
of all; that the worker is no
more than a bundle of mental
and physical impulses which
exist for nothing else than to
be applied to working opera-
tions.

In this situation, not only
must the worker refrain from
all useless actions which might
detract from full-speed pro-
duction, but he must also be
sure not to think any thought
unconnected with the work he
is doing as this might well
affect output—and so profits.

However, it should not be
thought that these methods
are simply some form of sick
joke by one or two business-
men.

The employers are desper-
ately concerned to stave off a
falling profit rate by use of
automation, and, where he
cannot be dispensed with, by
incorporating the worker into
the automated sytem.

So long as capitalism exists,
managements in all seriousness
will set out to pursue and
extend this policy.

government, but it proved
powerless to solve them.

Like Wilson’s government of
1964-1970, it ended by open-
ing the door to Toryism.

The lesson of the 1945
Labour government is that
reformism cannot answer the
needs of the working class in
a period of capitalist crisis.

Even with the best of in-
tentions—and these were not-
ably lacking from the 1945
government — Labour was
ousted by the Tories.

ANOTHER flash-back pro-
gramme—this time on BBC,
revealed something of what
Toryism means to the work-
ing class.

The ‘Cramlington Train
Wreckers’ were eight North-

Clement Attiee
after the 1948
General Election
victory for Labour

umberland miners sent to
prison after the general strike
for derailing a train.

Four of them are still alive,
and their story was told on

‘Yesterday’s Witness’ last Mon- .

day.

The four men told how, on
the seventh day of the strike,
they had set out on union
instructions to stop trains on
the main railway through the
village.

Derailed

They removed a portion of
track and the Edinburgh
express, driven by two medical
students, ran off the rails,
though only one passenger was
injured.

After a five-week search for
witnesses in the village, the
police were finally able to
suborn some of the men to
turn King’s evidence, and the
eight were jailed for from four
to eight years.

The survivors still consider
their action was right. They

spoke of the appalling condi-
tions in the pits, and the wage
cuts the employers wanted to
make—the coal masters wanted
to trim the wage of 6s 8d a
day by 40 per cent.

‘Conditions were
said one of them.

wicked,’

‘Slaves’

‘We were next to slaves.
Churchill wanted to set the
troops on the strikers. We had
to let the people see what we
were getting. We were getting
starvation wages, and they
wanted to cut them.’

Tory justice extracted a ter-
rible price for their action,
and tried to brand them as
potential murderers.

But they described how the
International Class War
Prisoners’ Aid stood up for
them, and how they were

greeted with brass bands and
a huge procession on their
release.

The most terrible thing, one
of them said, was when ‘Your
mate gets up in the witness
box and swears your life away.
That was terrible.’

Even now they hold a cele-
bration when one of the men
who betrayed them dies.

By contrast with the medical
student strike-breakers, now
respectable middle-class Scot-
tish medicos, the four miners
gave a tremendous impression
of class loyalty and tenacity.

They were victims of ruling-
class justice which took ven-
geance on them for the general
strike and for its own fear of
revolution.

But they were not broken
men. As one of the four said
at the end:

‘'m still smiling. Nobody
will ever take the smile off
my face. I've learnt to take
hardships as they come.’

What a contrast with the
Labour bureaucrats who
figure so prominently in ‘The
Day Before Yesterday'!
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THE RECENT an-
nouncement that the W
German government is
willing to provide a credit
guarantee for the build-
ing of a large truck plant
in Russia underlines the
great crisis which is now
gripping the Soviet
economy.

Stuttgart has now been
selected as the venue for the
first exchanges between Soviet
officials and the W German
car firm Daimler-Benz on the
construction of a giant truck
plant near the Kama River in
the USSR.

The talks are due to begin
late this month, and, according
to a Daimler-Benz spokesman,
the Moscow team will pro-
bably be headed by Soviet
Minister for car production
Tarasov.

The W German government
has already promised to assist
in the financing of the project,
which will cost around £400
million, and when completed,
turn out 150,000 trucks a year.

At present, the entire Soviet
truck industry produces about
100,000 vehicles.

Daimler-Benz, one of several
W European car firms involved
in the project, will make its
patents and technology avail-
able to the Soviet motor in-
dustry.

It may also advise the Soviet
government on which other
western companies could as-
sist the Russians in building
and fitting out the plant.

There is little doubt that the
possibility of securing" more
deals of this kind lay behind
the speed with which the
Soviet leaders signed the
Treaty of Detente with the W
Germans.

Another firm believed to be
involved in these discussions
is Renault. In January of this
year they did a deal with the
Russians involving the supply
of equipment to the motor
industry—part of a general
easing and expansion of trade
between France and the Soviet
Union.

Motors has not been the
only industry involved.

- NATURAL GAS. .

Natural gas—an industry
which Soviet leaders are trying
desperately to expand—has
also involved deals with west-
ern firms. At the end of last
year a French consortium was
awarded a contract to build
three plants to refine and re-
cover natural gas.

The Italian government has
also lent financial support to
similar deals in which leading
Italian firms including Fiat and
Pirelli have contracted to pur-
chase supplies of Soviet natural
gas in return for sales of pip-

ing and telecommunications
equipment.
While, on the one hand,

these reflect the growing turn
on the part of leading capital-
ist monopolies to markets in
E Europe and the Soviet
Union, they indicate at the
same time the insoluble eco-
nomic problems of the Soviet
economy.

The 24th Soviet Party Con-
gress which should have been
held in March of this year,
and as recently as June was
announced for the autumn, has
been further postponed.

Widening differences in the
top bureaucracy about how to
handle fundamental economic
problems are certainly behind
the delay.

The announcement of tar-
gets for the 9th Five-Year Plan
have also been delayed as it
becomes increasingly clear
that the last Plan (1966-1970)
did little to deal with long-
standing economic problems
and in fact saw some regres-
sion in key areas, notably
agriculture.

It was in 1965 that more
‘liberal’ economic measures
were introduced to try and
raise output and labour pro-
ductivity.

These measures represented
a move away from centralized
planning, which had character-
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' KREMLIN TRADE DEALS

" BY PETER JEFFRIES

ized the years of Stalin’s rule,
towards a system which gave
individual factory managers
more scope in the organization
of production.

These measures were them-
selves not only an indication
of the failure of previous
Plans, but also revealed the
weakness of the bureaucracy.
The ‘old methods’, employing
bureaucratic centralism and
organized repression as the in-
struments of labour discipline
were no longer possible.

But it is clear that whatever
the reasons for its introduc-
tion, the reform measures
have proved a failure.

For 1969, all industries, with
the exception of footwear,
failed to meet their target
plans.

SHORTFALL

In some industries the short-
fall in 1969 target figures was
considerable. Thus in motors
it was almost 40 per cent; in
agricultural machinery 1t was
nearly 20 per cent; in paper
around 20 per cent; steel pipe
over 15 per cent, gas nearly
20 per cent; fertilizers over
10 per cent; tractors nearly
25 per cent.

But it was in agriculture
that the crisis was most re-
vealed. Here, over the last
year, there has been an actual
decline in output of around 4
per cent.

This was even more serious,
coming as it did after a period
when farm prices were deliber-
ately raised along with wages
in rural areas in an attempt to

step up productivity.

Address

There are now officially
admitted acute meat shortages
in many parts of the Soviet
Union and the number of live-
stock has actually declined in
recent years.

Between 1968 and 1969 the
number of cattle fell from
95.7 millions to 95 million
with the number of sheep and
goats declining from 146.1 to
136.3 millions.

Over the same period meat
production was stagnant (at
11.6m tons) with the output
of sugar beet, potatoes and
grain—this largely the result
of bad harvesting conditions—
also dropping sharply.

But while the economic
backwardness may reveal itself
most clearly in agriculture—
which still employs 30 per cent
of the labour force—its real
roots lie in industry.

Agricultural production and
productivity cannot be raised
in the absence of a modern
chemicals industry, without a
rapid expansion of the pro-
duction of farm machinery and
along with it the development
of a modern machine-tools
industry.

None of these tasks can be
solved in an economy still
largely isolated from the world
market and burdened with in-

Growing
Soviet
econoMmic

Crisis

creasing defence commitments.

Nor did the reforms initi-
ated in economic management
by the 8th Plan do anything
to overcome the crisis stem-
ming from the bureaucratic
mismanagement of the econ-
omy.

Indeed factory managers,
hit by acute labour shortages,
and facing intense pressure
from the working class, allowed
wages to soar up way beyond
increases in productivity, thus
aggravating a situation where
delays of many months and
even years are common for
large consumer durables.

Conservative estimates indi-
cate that labour shortages may
exceed two millions through-
out the economy.

OVERSTAFFED

At the same time, many
sectors, notably transportation
and distribution, are consider-
ably overstaffed. As a result
there has been little release of
labour to assist with the de-
velopment of Far Eastern

. Russia in the manner the last
* .~ 'Plan hoped for.

The greater ability of fac-
~tory chiefs to use the surpluses

earned on capital to ‘bribe’
workers to join their plant,
or to keep them even when
not immediately required, has
only added to labour bottle-
necks and at the same time
raised labour mobility in other
sections to startling propor-
tions.

An official survey conducted
last year in the Russian Feder-
ation indicated that of those
interviewed, two-thirds had
worked in one place for less
than a year while over three-
quarters of those leaving their
jobs were under 30.

Because it normally takes a
four-week period for a worker
to leave one job and start
another — and often the time
delay is longer — production
losses are assuming consider-
able proportions.

Given the constant changes
in production targets which
the bureaucracy imposes with
no regard for real possibilities,
managers have tended deliber-
ately to ‘hoard’ labour in
anticipation that their targets
will be raised to levels which
they could not otherwise real-
ize.

For the same reason there
have been continual com-
plaints from those wishing to
return to more authoritarian
methods that enterprises still
concentrate upon  quantity
rather than quality in their
output and still ‘hide’ much
of their productive capacity
from Moscow in order to meet
their targets.

So the ‘liberals’ have come
under heavier and more open

attack in the

Party press;
Stalin’s name 'has been in-
creasingly invoked in economic
controversy and there have
been more and more strident

calls for disciplinary action
against those workers who
violate the ‘labour code’.

In other words, standing at
the very heart of the economic
crisis is the Soviet working
class. The growing offensive of
this working class, taking heart
from both the revival of the
class struggle in W Europe as
well as from the courageous
fight of sections of the intelli-
gentsia against the bureau-
cracy, makes any ‘peaceful’
solutions to these economic
problems impossible.

It increasingly makes de-
mands upon its bureaucratic
rulers — for more and better
consumer goods, for better
housing, for better quality
food—which cannot be met by
the backward Soviet economy.
It is this pressure which is
driving the Kremlin into closer
economic ties with imperialism.

Only in this way does it see
apy hope of getting, hold of
the means of remedying the
geﬁciencies in the economy.

Not that these moves, at

this stage, represent a quali-
tative change in Soviet eco-
nomic relations.

Whatever sections of the
bureaucracy may want, the
basic conquests of 1917, in-
cluding the state monopoly of
foreign trade, remain. It is on

this basis alone, despite the.

mismanagement and blunder-
ings of the bureaucracy, that
the rapid economic. develop-

ment of the last 50 years has .

taken place.

IMPORTATION

Lenin and Trotsky were
never opposed to economic re-
lations with the capitalist
world, even to the extent of
favouring the importation of
capital. But these were always,
in their case, subordinated to
the revolutionary politics of
the Third International.

Under Stalin, and now under
Brezhnev and Kosygin, it is an
entirely different matter.

The latest trade deals with
the motor and oil giants of
Europe take place as part of
a rapid move to the right on
all political and diplomatic
questions.

As such they DO constitute
an increasing threat to the
Soviet property relations, even
though these can ‘only be
finally overturned after a
series of major defeats for
both the European and the
Soviet working class.

In other words, the Soviet

Laying pipes for NATURAL GAS: An Industry which Soviet leaders are desperately trying to expand.
French and Iltalian imperialist ‘help’ I8 currently being solicited.

The working class makes increasing demands on the Soviet bureaucracy for more and better
consumer goods—which cannot be met by the backward Soviet economy. It Is this pressure which
is driving the Kremlin into closer economic ties with Imperlalism—as In the motor industry.

economic crisis has deep his-
torical roots which sections of
the working class will begin
to grasp as they engage in ever
sharper conflict with the
bureaucracy.

For it was Stalin who first
announced in 1924 that it was
possible to build socialism in
one country. This Utopian and
counter - revolutionary theory
guides the hand of the privi-
leged caste which has con-
trolled the Soviet Union for
the last 40 years.

IN CONFLICT

Following in the traditions
of Marx and Lenin, Trotsky
insisted, in conflict with this
growing  bureaucracy, that
socialism could only be estab-
lished on a world scale.

Only then would all the
achievements of man’s struggle
against nature, controlled in
the main by the ruling class of
Europe and N America, be
made available to the young
and backward Soviet Republic,
thus ensuring its all-round and

steady . development. .
"It is these theoretical and’

political issues which lies at
the very heart of the latest
development of the economic
crisis in the Soviet Union, and
the open turn of the Kremlin
towards closer political ties
with W German imperialism
and now the fascist regime in
Franco Spain.
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Tories

sides of the capitalist coin.
Without unemployment pro-
ductivity cannot be made
completely effective; without
productivity dealing, rational-
ization cannot be effectively
carried out and unemployment
increased.

In contradiction to the
trade union leaders’ specious
propaganda about ‘high wages’
through productivity, workers
in almost every industry, from
clothing to oil-refinery con-
struction, are fighting against
deals which increase the réla-
tive pauperization of the
workers and redundancy at
the same time.

The local government pay
claim alliance — Fisher, Daly
and Jones—will prove as un-
tenable and weak as the
Triple Alliancé of Hodges,
Thomas and Lloyd George on
‘Black Friday’ 1921.

Precedent

As for the ultra-left rhetoric
of the trade union leaders,
that too has a historical
precédent in the Scarborough
TUC of 1925 when the trade
union leaders threatened all

hell against Baldwin and
capitulated to him a few
months later in the 1926

General Strike.

As bourgeéois historian, C.
L. Mowat put it:

‘The Trade Union Corigress
held at Scarborough in 1925
was the high-water mark of
this movement to the left. The
Annual Register subsequently
remarked on “its evidences of
class-consciousness, its strong
relish . . . for Marxist phrase-
ology”, its hearty applause for
the speeches of Harry Pollitt,
the Communist . . . The Presi-
dential address by A. B.
Swales of the Amalgamated
Engineering declaimed the
collapse of capitalism . . .
Tomsky [Soviet trade union
delegate] was once again given
an énthusiastic welcome.

‘Nonetheless, when faced
with a motion empowering
the General Council of the
TUC to call and organize a
general strike “to assist a
union defending a vital
trade union principle,” the
Congress, on the pleas of
J. H. Thomas, Bevin and
Clynes, merely referred it
to the General Council.’!

We urge all workers not to
be takeén in by an historical
repetition of 1925, but to
fight productivity deals and
unemployment uncompromis-
ingly.

No increase in real wages is
possible without a determined
struggle to force the Tories to
résign and to construct an
alternative leadership in the
trade unions.

Full subscription Two editions
£10 a year OR (For any two days
(Posted daily) you select
£2 10s for three £1 for three months
months . £4 a year

Post to: Circulation Organizer, Workers Press, 186a

Clapham High Street, London, SW4. (Tel: 01-720-2000)

BARBARA SLAUGHTER LOOKS AT LEEDS CUT BACKS

FOLLOWING hard on the heels of
the sacking of 40 cutters at John
Collier’s Lady Lane factory in
Leeds has come news of further
proposed redundancies and factory

closures.

The Hepton Group of Companies Ltd
York Rd, employing 500 workers, intend
to make 30 women and five men

redundant.

At the CWS clothing factory, Holbeck,
40 of the 340 workers, including half
the cutters, are to be sacked.

H. Botts and Sons, Torre Rd, employ-

ing approximately 100
workers, is to close down.

At Montague Burton’s
Hudson Rd plant, the first
stage of a plan to speed-up
the factory has been intro-
duced. Overtime has been
eliminated without loss of
pay, on condition that pre-
vious levels of production
are maintained.

Managing director Mr M. P.
Frankel is reported to have
said the proposals could be
accepted or rejected, but over-
time would be stopped in
either case.

Every Leeds clothing wor-
ker is aware that these are
only the beginning of the em-
ployers’ attacks.

Strenzthened by the Tory
government’s plans for the
trade unions, the clothing em-
ployers intend to use sackings
and the threat of sack to im-
pose speed-up methods of
work study and job evaluation
on the industry.

Disguise

At Hepton’s and CWS the
employers have attempted to
disguise what is taking place
by reference to ‘special con-
ditions’.

Whilst verbally opposing re-
dundanices, Communist Party
members on the factory com-
mittees tote a similar line,

The Hepton factory had
béen ‘in the doldrums’ for
two years and made a

£100,000 loss, said one CP
committeeman.

The company, he added,
had planned to increase pro-
duction, but had to cut back
because of the trade situation.

A CWS CP member said
the managément claimed to
have been losing 11 per cent
a year of the ‘made-to-
measure’ trade.
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GKN WORKERS CALLED
TO MEETING

National officers of the five
unions involved in the GKN-
Sankey dispute are addressing
a mass meeting today in
Wellington. .

At last Friday’s meeting
workers voted to reject the
latest deal and to meet again
this Friday. General and
Municipal stewards later de-
cided that no vote should be
taken if a meeting is held
before then.

GKN workers must make
sure that this decision is
carried out.

STRIKE NOW SAY
BRISTOL COUNCIL MEN

Angry Bristol council workers
have demanded immediate
strike action in support of
their_ national claim for a
£2 10s increase in their basic
rate and have formed an
action committee which will

meet on Sunday to consider
disruptions of the city’s muni-
cipal services.

HI-JACKED PASSENGERS
HELD IN JORDAN

288 passngers from the two
airliners hi-jacked by Arab
guerrillas are being held hos-
tage in Jordan. The Popular
Front for the Liberation of
Palestine has demanded the
release of guerrillas im-
prisoned in Switzerland and
W Germany, and of Liéla
Khaled, arrested after being
wounded in the hi-jacking
attempt on the El Al jet now
at Heathrow airport. .
The release of Sirhan
Sirhan, assassin of Robert
Kénnedy, was also demanded.
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unemployment

Clothing
orkers
face massive

In fact both firms are
closely following Collier's ex-
ample—the CWS is sénding
all ‘measure’ work to the
North East factory at Pelaw
and Hepton’s are carrying out
an intensive work-study pilot
scheme.

This scheme has already re-
sulted in breaking down tradi-
tional skills, énabling 15-year-
old girls just a month out of
school to do jobs which pre-
yiously took months of train-
ing.

Both firms have no alterna-
tive but to follow Collier's
lead if they are to remain
competitive in the present
situation of cut-throat com-
petition and international trade
war.

Same process

The fact that Bott’s firm
goes to the wall is part of the
same process.

The ease with which Col-
lier’'s sacked 40 cutters was a
signal to these firms, and
others, to go ahead with their
attacks.

Militant workers have des-
cribed the atmosphére as one
of ‘anxiety and worry’. No one
has any illusion that the
attacks will cease.

Rumours are rife among
the workers who feel that if
the management can get rid
of the cutteérs, they can sack
anyone.

But these are the same
factories and the same workers
who led the massive February
strike.

By their examplé and de-
termination the John Collier
workers inspired the whole
Leeds clothing industry not
to return to work without a
definite agreement that their
%silan-hour démand be met in
ull.

Behind that demand was
the intention of scrapping the
recently-introduced National
Productivity Agreement.

This was negotiated by the
Tailor and Garment Workers’
Union and Clothing Manu-
facturers’ Federation.

On February 25 the Wor-
kers Press said that the fight
for 1s an hour was part of the
fight against the scheme.

On February 19 the union’s
district committee had recom-
mended a return to work on
thé basis that the strike was
badly organized.

. On February 26 the strike
liaison committee, including
Communist Party members of
the present CWS and Hepton
commiittees, also recommended
a return without a penny, ex-
pressing concern for the ex-
port trade!

‘Victory’

The previous day (25th) a
5,000 - strong meeting had
voted unanimously to stay out
until the 1s was won.

After the return, the Com-
munist Party claimed a ‘vic-
tory’,
national conference had been
won. At that conference in
March the union’s executive
board proposed an 8d-an-hour
increase for men and 10d for
women — and endorsed the
National Productivity Agree-
ment |

Communist Party members
voted for that resolution and
defended their action on the
grounds that the workers
would not come out again for
their original demand of 1s
without strings.

It was that retreat that
paved the way. for the present
attacks.

When the John Collier re-
dundancies were announced,
no leadership came from the
Communist Party—in a fac-
tory where the mover of the
February 19 resolution claims
to be victimized —or from
the Leeds clothing workers’
liaison committee.

A resolution from the No. 2
branch of the Garment Wor-
kers’ Union calling for an
official stoppage throughout
the Collier organization was
forwarded to the district com-
mittee and executive board.

Workers were told to wait
and seé¢ what the executive

because a special.

Some of the Leeds women strikers seen during a meeting of

o -~

the February strikers. Under the National Productivity Agree-
ment, many will face the sack.

board would do—so far there
has been no action.

At the liaison committee
meeting on July 25, workers
from most Leeds factories de-
manded an unofficial stoppage
if no official strike was called.

A proposal for a town
meeting of Leeds clothing
workers, to be called un-
officially by the liaison com-
mittee, was moved. This has
not been taken up by the
leadership.

Illusions

But demands made on_the
executive board for an official

strike without independent
action in opposition to the
union  bureaucracy simply

means fostering illusions in it.

Similar illusions were created
during the February strike
when local Garment Workers’
Union officials held out the
possibility of a national,
officially-backed strike if no
settlement was reached at the
special re-called conference.

This confidence in the
bureaucracy was strengthened
by a Leeds Trades Council
July-resolution — supported by
the Stalinists—calling on the
TUC to carry out an inquiry
into the John Collier redun-
dancies because, they alleged,
the employers had not acted

according to the agreed
procedure.
At the final meeting of

Collier’s cutters with the
union officials on August 17,
a resolution calling for un-
official action was contempt-
uously ruled out of order by
the officials, who were well
aware that such a fight had
been headed off weeks before.

Two other resolutions were
accepted. One repeated the
call for official action, the
other accepted the executive
board’s action so far and
called on them to have a
further meeting with the
management.

These resolutions are a clear
indication of the sense of
isolation felt by the cutters
and their lack of confidence
in any struggle taking place.

Statement
" The following night (August

18) a liaison committee meet-

ing had no resolution on the
Collier lay-offs.

A statement given to
Workers Press later, called
for the strengthening of the
umion and factory organization.

It also mentioned a leaflet
being prepared on the general
situation in clothing.

Commented a CP commit-
teeman:

‘The liaison committee can-
not do much. We have got
to develop the thinking of
workers in the fight against
redundancies. We have to start
at the factory level. We were
rising on the crest of a wave
during the strike. Now the
employers are taking advan-
tage of the slump.’

Yet during the strike the
same CP members refused to
raise the National Productivity
Agreement on the grounds
that it was a wage fight.

In February, thousands of
women and young workers
showed they were prepared to
fight the employers, the union
bureaucracy and the agree-
ment.

Now the attacks from the

Tory government and em-
ployers, using that same
agreement, will fall very

heavily on them.

Redundancies and speed;up
are the backbone of these
attacks and must be defeated.

This demands that a new
leadership be built among
clothing workers which can
face all these attacks and
organize to fight them as part
of the struggle to force the
Tory government to resign.

It is urgent that all cloth-
ing workers join the
Trades Unions Alliance to
build that leadership.

‘Lefts’

@ FROM PAGE ONE

the actions of the group of
lefts, mostly International
Socialism, organized around
the magazine ‘Rank and File’.

Far from raising the politi-
cal issues at the centre of the
teachers’ fight in preparation
for the proposed strike action,
they proceeded to disarm.

In the action group dis-
cussions on salaries at the end
of the conference, one of the
leading ‘Rank -and - File’
spokesmen, Ian Wilson, ex-
plicitly stated that a national
all-out strike was a non-
starter and that the teachers
had to push the executive con-
tinuously to get leadership.

Clear line-up

Another ‘Rank-and-File’
supporter emphasized that the
union’s membership of the
Trades Union Congress meant
that support would be forth-
coming from people like Jack
Jones.

The line-up is clear for any
teacher who looks behind the
militant phrases and ‘left’
resolutions.

‘Rank and File’ members
propose pressure on the execu-
tive which — under a Labour
government—retreated on the
£120 interim pay claim.

The future of education will
be decided in the class battles
now under way. There can be
no progress without a defeat
of the Tory government in the
fight for socialist policies.

Neither the NUT executive
nor the TUC leaders have any
plans to force the Tories to
resign.

Alternative leadership for
teachers is now urgent if the
militancy expressed at the
conference is not to be dissi-
pated in the coming months.

Mid-East

@® FROM PAGE ONE

down of the Jarring talks,
he tries to keep his links
with those who have already
betrayed the Arab revolu-
tion.

ESTIMATE

Dayan gives a clearer
estimate of the role of the
Egyptian and Soviet leaders
in explaining why he is
optimistic about the nego-
tiations.

‘Israel finds herself in the
final phases of the war,’ he
said on Saturday, ‘not only
because she wants to see it
ended, but also because the
Egyptians, the Russians and
the Americans want to see
it ended.’

Further comments on

The need for
joint discussion

between the International Committee

and the Unified Secretariat

CONSIDERABLE interest has been aroused by the reports which
have appeared concerning the two meetings between myself and
members of the Unified Secretariat.

The Secretariat itself
issued a statément in July
which said, amongst other
things :

‘The Fourth International
is, of course, in favour of
unifying revolutionary forces
wherever possible on a prin-
cipled basis. We are there-
fore prepared to ré-examine
the question of the SLL
[Socialist Labour League]
and OT [Organization Trot-
skyiste] unifying with the
Fourth International if ob-
jective  evidence should
show that this is feasible.

‘The SLL and OT might
well begin this process by
beginning to discuss their
political and theoretical
differences with us in a
frank and comradely way,
without the use of slander
or falsifying the positions
we hold, and by beginning
to engage in common ac-

.tions on such elementary
things as defence of victims
of the class struggle.’

The International Marxist
Group, its English affiliate,
commenting on tl;is, issued
a statement on August 23,
1970, which said : -

‘. . . it shows quite clearly
that thé United Secretariat
rejected Healy’s fake unity
proposals. These have not
been accepted, and there
are no internal discussions
taking place.’

At no time did I or any-
one else from the Inter-
national Committee make
proposals as such for unity
to the United Secretariat.
In the Workers Press of
July 7 we summarized the
reasons for our approach as
follows:

‘As part of this prepara-
tion the Committee ré-
quested G. Healy, the
national secretary of the

Labour Party
‘continues
arms fraud

THE ‘SHOCK’ of impending arms sales to
S Africa appears to have caused a general
amnesia in right and left sections of the Labour

Party.

This serious malaise was
revealed at a weekend rally
in Trafalgar Square where
platform speakers comfort-
ably condemned Tory
efforts to re-arm the white
supremacists of Pretoria,
but maintained a curious
silence on the murky record
of their own ex-government.

‘Nowhere else in this world
is there a regime that elevates
tyranny to the status of
national policy. This regime
in S Africa is an evil regime
with which we should have
no relationships,” said Lord
Caradon, Britain’s representa-~
tive at the United Nations
under the Labour government.

‘The Labour Party will
always support democratic
methods of change, but we
haveé to recognize that if you
close a people or people’s
access to normal channels of
democratic action, if you deny
them rights and imprison
their leaders . . . then you
only leave open the method of
violent struggle. This is the
only way for the fighters for
freedom in S Africa,’ said
Joan Lestor, MP for Eton
and Slough.

‘When the Labour govern-
ment came to power one of
the first things it did was to
ban the sale of arms to S
Africa, said Sir Harry
Nicholas.

‘And as I stand here today
as general secretary of the

43 sacked as
Ottery strike ends

SIXTY men went back to
work yesterday at Ottermill
Switchgear, Ottery St Mary,
Devon, after their 18-week
strike for 4s 4d all-round
increase and 100 per” cent
trade unionism.

Neither of these demands
have been met.

The return to work will
be ghased and it is expected
to be several weeks before
the factory s
normally.

The strikers voted to
accept the redundancy pro-
posals put forward by trade
union officials and the strike
committee. 43 workers—15
who continued working and
28 strikers—will be made
redundant immediately.

More than 20 other

working

strikers’ jobs hang in the
balance until the end of a
three-month ‘trial period’.

This was openly described
at Friday’s meeting as a
‘blacklist’. All but three
taken on during the strike
will lose their jobs.

The strikers return to
work with a skilled rate of
about £24 a week for an
interim period of three
months until a new bonus
scheme has been negotiated.
No change in the hourly
rate has been agreed.

Many Ottermill workers
became very critical of the
union officials—particularly
those from the General and
Municipal Workers” Union
~—during the last weeks of
the strike.

GEORGE BROWN admitted
in a Sunday radio interview
that as Foreign Secretary
he had urged the Labour
Cabinet to sell arms to S
Africa and honour the
Simonstown arms agree-
ment.

‘I took the line “You
don’t sell shotguns, you
don’t sell Saracens,” because
they can in fact shoot
people and I did not want
another Sharpeville,’ said
Brown.

‘But Buccaneers, frigates
—it’s jolly hard to Kkill
black men or even white
men from them—we ought
to supply, because it means,
that S Africa takes over a
job that I would rather
Britain did not have to do.

Labour Party I make this
pledge to you that we shall
not let up in anything weé do
until S Africa is no longer
dependent on British arms.’

Fine words, but the 700-
strong audience did not hear
that under the so - called
Labour arms embargo, Hawker
Siddeley weré permitted to
supply parts for the Buccaneer
aircraft delivered shamelessly
to S Africa by the Wilson
administration in 1966.

Or that the same company
was allowed to sell the HS-125
2-jet to the S African defence
forces, a business aircraft
capable of adaption for anti-
guerrilla activity.

Or that the Anglo-S Africa
anti-submarine exercises an-
nounced recently by Sir Aléc
Douglas Home were fixed up
under the Labour government.

Fraud

All this evidence exposes
the Labour arms ban, beloved
of these social democrats, as
a fraud and the Tory Party’s
decision to legalize the sales,
as simply a regularization of
the de facto position.

While the Tory Party takes
open résponsibility for re-
suming sales, the Labourites
make a show of opposition so
that the leaders of the in-
dependent African states can
point to this ‘difference’ in
British opinion to justify

membership of that impérialist
sham, the Commonwealth.

BY G. HEALY

SLL national secretary

Socialist Labour League, to
contact representatives of
the Unified Seécretariat for
informal talks around the
possibility of joint discus-
sion centred on outstanding
political differences and
directed towards the hold-
ing of a joint international
conference.’

We are more firmly con-
vinceéd than ever that there
is a basis for such an ap-
proach, and we accept as a
positive step forward the
recommendation of the Uni-
fied Secretariat that ‘The
SLL and OT might well
begin this process by
beginning to discuss their
political and theoretical
differences with us in a
frank and comradely way’.

We are prepared to ac-
cept this, otherwise it would
have been useless to have
made any approach in thé
first place.

Factional manoeuvring
over ‘unity’ as such would
convince no one, and we
have no intention of en-
gaging in this.

The comrades of the
Unified Secretariat are quite*
corréct to stress that the
stage before us is not one
of ‘unity’ as such. We see
it as an effort on both sides”
to re-examine the favour-
able objective situation to
see whéther or not some
advances could be made
along this road.

Our position
consistent with the pro-
posals we made in 1963
when the Unified Secre-
tariat was formed. To re-
fresh our readers’ memories
these were as follows:

today is

‘l. That a world congress
of the forces of the IC
and IS should be con-
vened during thé autumn
of 1964 ;

‘2. That a joint committee
of representatives of the
two organizations should
regularly meet to prepare
this conference and to
work out practical ways
and means for co-opéra-
tion in the different coun-
tries ;

‘3. This committee should
set out to prepare a joint
resolution on world per-
spectives for the confer-
ence. This résolution
would outline the points
of agreement as well as
disagreement. During the
preparation of the resolu-
tion, all the sections
would be constantly in-
forméd of the work of
the committee. In this
way a genuine and posi-
tive discussion involving
the differences would be
organized ;

‘4, Congress insisted that
this discussion must take
place in all sections, not
only in the leaderships,
but in the ranks. Unless
this decision was carried
out, it would be impos-
sible for the international
movement to develop new
cadres which would be
able to provide adequate
political leadership in the
next period. A proper
circulation of all docu-
ments must take place;

‘5. Joint discussion between
the members of the sec-
tions, particularly in W
Europe, should be organ-
ized. Whilst these discus-
sions would deal with the
differences, Congress be-
lieved that they should

bé extended to include a

discussion on the practical
work of the various sec-
tions in a way that would
bring the members of
these sections closer to-
gether. Such a discussion
would also have an all-
round effect on the edu-
cation of the cadres.

‘These proposals are to be
immediately transmitted
to the International Sec-
retariat, with the hope
that the joint work can
begin immediately.’ (Ré-
produced from ‘World
Outlook’ edited by Joseph

Hansen, November 22,
1963.)
Unfortunately, the Uni-

fied Secretariat did not ac-
cept these proppsals at the
time, but the objective con-
ditions are today eéntirely
different and much more
favourable.

The working class of
Britain and W Europe is
moving towards open class
conflict and into revolution-
ary politics on a scale never

. before experienced by our

movément since it was
fcl)(unded by Comrade Trot-
sky.

Both the organizations of
the International Committee
and the Unified Secretariat
are thrust more and more
into the bitterést struggles
against the counter-revolu-

tionary forces of Stalinism
and social democracy.

The building of mass re-
volutionary parties based
on the working class is
within our reach in a num-
ber of important countries.

We are convincéd that
Comrade Trotsky would
want us to have such dis-
cussions+ if he were alive
today. Indeed, it is entirely
in accordance with the
traditions of our movement
in the years following his
assassination.

In 1948, thé 2nd World
Congress of the Fourth
International brought us to-
gether with the Shachtman-
ites for a joint congress to
see if, despite the great
political differences, unity
was possible.

Subsequently, it was
shown that the differences
were too great, but that in
no way cut across the valu-
able political experience of
the conference.

We meéntion this experi-
ence, since comrades of the
Unified Secretariat, quite
understandably, raise the
sharpness of the political
differences bétween us as a
possible barrier to the pro-
posed talks.

They are by no means as
sharp as they were with
Shachtman in 1948.

These, in fact, were aggra-
vated greéatly by the two
distinctly different political
positions pursued by them
and us in relation to the
defence of the USSR during
the Second World War.

There was nothing cynical
about the work of our 2nd
Congress in relation to
Shachtman.

Neéither is there anything
cynical about our proposals
today. They arise within a
much more favourable poli-
tical situation.

All of us agree that there
should be no evasion of the
fullest and frankest discus-
cussion on all the disputed
questions.

We entirely agree with
the Unified Secretariat that
no important political differ-
ence should be evaded.

This is essential if the
youth especially are to be
educated in a principled
wav.

To assist a comradely
approach for such discus-
sion as suggestéed by the
Unified Secretariat, we are
prepared to enter into
mutual agreement that ' this
be no longer conducted in
our public press, but in-
térnally within our respec-
tive organizations.

We are ready now to
meet and fix a date when
such an internal discussion
would commence.

It is our opinion that
there are now serious forces
on both sides that want to
have thé discussion.

We await a reply from
the Unified Secretariat.

ALL TRADES
JNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

BIRMINGHAM: Tuesday, Septem-
ber 8, 8 p.m. ‘The Wellington’,
corner Bromsgrove St and Bristol
St. ‘Trade unions — the vital
question’.

HULL: Wednesday, September 9,
?.30 p-m. Windmill Hotel, Witham.
Unemployment and the unions’.
Speaker: Trevor Parsons, ATUA
national committee.

SOUTH-WEST LONDON: Tuesday,
September 8, 8 p.m. Princes Head,
Falcon Rd, Battersea, SW11. ‘With-
draw British Troops from Ulster.
Force the Tories to resign’.

LEEDS: Wednesday, September 9,
8 p.m. Trades Hall, Upper Foun-
taine St. ‘The fight against speed-up
and redundancy in the clothing
industry’.

NOTTINGHAM: Thursday, Septem-
ber 10, 7.30 p.m. People’s Hall,
Heathcote St. ‘Workers Press and
the Fight against the Tories’.

COVENTRY: Thursday, September
10, 7.30 p.m. City Arms, Smith-
ford Way. ‘Significance of the
Rolls-Royce DATA lockout’.

SHEFFIELD: Thursday, September
10, 7.30 p.m. Victoria Halls, Room
46, Norfolk St.
attacks’.

WEATHER

Cloudy and wet at first, be-
coming brighter with sunny
spells and showers in places
later. Moderate West to SW
winds becoming fresh or
strong. Near normal tempera-
tures from 15C (59F) in N to
20C (68F).

Outlook for Wednesday and
Thursday: Continuing un-
settled with showers or longer
periods of rain, but also some
sunny spells. Temperatures
near normal.

‘Fight the Tories
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