What
we
think

Industrial
reform and
Pilkington's

WHEN Mr Heath opens his
Pandora’s box of industrial
reforms in a week’s time,
there will be a predictable
outcry of horror and anguish
from the trade union
leaders.

But no one, least of all trade
uniecnists, should be fooled
by simulated anger and
hypocritical ‘opposition.

Despite external appearances
both employers and union
leaders "ate extremely con-
cerned about the swelling
upsurge of working-class
opposition to Tory policies.

What separates them today is
not a trade union deter-
mination to struggle against
Heath's corporatist measures,
but an evident desire to
meet him halfway by doing
the job of the state
apparatus.

The employers’ and union
leaders’ mutual fear is
even more obvious in
Feather's letter to Tory
Minister Carr today.

Instead of telling Carr and
Heath to go to hell and
declaring  his  principled
opposition to the ‘reforms’,
Feather goes out of way to
placate Cabinet die-hards.

‘The introduction of penal
sanctions into the relations
between employers and work
people would be unneces-
sary, irrelevant and un-
workable,” he says.

Feather thinks Heath's dic-
tatcrial measures, pointed
like a loaded pistol at the
head of the working class,
are not really reactionary

. merely inexpedient!

Of course if capitalism was
not a system based on the
maximum accumulation of
profit by the maximum
explmtatton of workers for
a o mpimum.  aasber  of
monopolists, there would be
little or no need for indus-
trial courts, 60-day cooling-
off periods, a Ministry of
Employment and Product-
ivity—or even a Trades
Union Congress.

Mr Feather’s reply to the Tory
attacks is not as naive as
some people might believe.
His answer to the growth
of monopoly is, in fact, to
collaborate with it:

‘Evidence of the continuing
willingness of trade union-
ists . . . to adapt their
policies and attitudes to
new industrial needs and
methods of working is to
to be found in such inno-
vations as productivity bar-

gaining . . . the negotiation
of comprehensive redun-
dancy agreements, . . .

As any worker knows, pro-
ductivity bargaining and re-
dundancy agreements have
contributed greatiy to
steadily-growing army of
unemployed in the country,
while assisting the bosses to
cut costs and augment pro-

- fits.

Feather adds:

‘The General Council have
also been active in promot-
ing  agreements between
unions as a means of settl-
ing contlict of interests in an
orderly way, and one of the
jobs of the Industrial Com-
mittees which are to be
established (two are operat-
ing already) will be to help
improve collective bargain-
ing arrangements and pro-
cedure agreements.

‘They have in addition been
engaged in an extensive
and detailed review of the
rules of affiliated unions,
and have issued recommen-
dations to unions on their
procedures for calling
strikes, and on rules relat-
ing to admissions, discipline
and exclusion from member-
ship.

‘You will also be aware of
the TUC’s interventions to
help settle industrial dis-
putes and the ready co-
operation that we have re-
ceived in this respect, not
only from trade unions but
from employers (sic). . .’

The implications of Feather’s
reasoning are brutally borne
out by the retreat at Pilk-
ington's and the ‘ready co-
operation’ of trade union
leaders and employers in
the victimization of 600
militant workers.

Having involved Woodcock
and Paynter in their cor-
poratist programme, the
Tories are confident that
the passage of their laws
will convince the remaining
leaders to drop the last pre-
tence of opposition and col-
laborate openly.

We wurge all workers con-
cerned with the Tories’
sinister plans and the no
less ominous advances of
the union leaders, to treat
these moves with the ut-
most seriousness and give
their maximum suport to
the All Trades Unions
Alliance Conference to de-
fend the St Helens workers
on October 3.
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There was talk —
from Amalgamated En-
gineering and Foundry-
workers’ president
Hugh  Scanlon — of
the Trades Union Con-
gress’s ‘carefully plan-
ned strategy’ for resist-
ing the government's
proposals.

There were threats — from
Boilermakers’ president Dan
McGarvey that Jast year's

TUC ‘programme for action’
would be dropped if the
Tories proceeded regardless.

And there were calls for
Party unity against Heath's
threats from Salford West MP
Stanley Orme.

Scanlon warned that it
would be a disaster if
Labour adopted a ‘look both
A#s atiitude’ on opposnuun
to the Tory laws.

‘In a phrase we use ‘in
Lancashire, 1 want to say to
the platform—no pussyfooting
about on this issue.’

But echoing T&GWU sec-
retary Jack Jones' remarks,
Scanlon did not back militant
phraseology with any
plans to destroy the
offensive.

‘We will support through
the medium of a unified
General Council any trade
union involved in a struggle
with this government,” he said.

Passed

While Conference unanim-
ously passed the Transport
workers ‘hands off the unions’
resolution, Barbara Castle,
replying to the debate, ignored
calls from the floor to re-
pudiate her old attempt to
pass anti-trade union legis-
lation.

The nub of her opposition
to Tory law was that the
Labour gavernment could and
had done a better job of
policing the working class.

The National Executive
Committee supported the re-
solution, but Castle added that
the opposition to anti-union
laws must be a constructive
one.

In a fiery speech that drew
ready response from delegates,
Jack Jones of the Transport
angdd General Workers de-
clared yesterday his total
opposition to restrictions on

Tory

Tory anti-trade unicn legisla-
tion.

But following the spirit of
the composite resolution Jones
proposed no specific campaign
to defeat the Tory proposals.

Tory legislation, said Jones,
was ‘like trying to put out a
fire with a stirrup pump.

"‘The government are fan-
ning the flames of industrial
war. This is a little Reichstag
fire to cover up their anti-
progressive policies.

‘Their policy is to hold
wages down and cause un-
employment. Part of this
policy is to pass anti-trade
union legislation.’

But his contribution added
little to the motion which
merely instructs the national
executive committee to give
‘a vigorous lead and fully
‘support the trade union move-
ment in resisting such inter-
ference’. .

Jones went on to advocate
productivity improvements
provided there was increased
investment, economic growth
and efficient management.

Seconding  the resolution,
Draughtsmen’s and  Allied
Technicians’ Association dele-
gate John Forrest said that
the biggest single factor re-
sponsible for the Labour
government’s deféeat was their
own proposed anti-union legis-
lation; a point that drew
applause from delegates.

secretary Tom Jackson, echo-
ing the pleas made in vester-
day’'s Trades Union Congress
letter to Employment and Pro-
ductivity Minister Robert Carr,
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collective bargaining and to |

Trades

Post Office Workers’ general | ‘Eddie Loyden—Ilaid part of

By Industrial Correspondent DAVID MAUDE in Blackpool
SOUND AND FURY formed the main bulk of
yesterday’s Labour Party Conference debate on
the Tories’ trade union legislation plans.

what did it'signify?

But

Nationalize for
housing call
is rejected

DELEGATES to the
69th Labour Party
Conference yesterday
called for the setting-
up of a national con-
struction corporation
to rationalize public-

sector house building.

They called. on the Party’s
national executive committee
to set up a working party on
housing |problems to report to
the 1971 conference.

But they endorsed by a
11 million vote majority an
executive recommendation to
throw out a resolution—from
Liverpool's West Derby con-
stituency party—containing a
call for nationalization of the
building industry and the land.

Calls for a socialist policy
that would be implemented

HHUHVITTHITHTRT T

MORE children in the
North leave school at 15
than in any other region
in Britain, says a Northern
Economic Planning Council
report out yesterday.

Last year, only 44 per
cent of children in an
area comprising Northum-
berland, Durham, Cumber-
land, Westmorland and part
of Yorkshire continued at
school, compared to 62 per
cent in the South-East.

Only 6.4 per cent of
school! leavers had five or
more GCE “‘Q" Levels com-
pared with the national
average of 8.1 per cent.

The report states that
more than a third of
primary school children in
the North are bemg taught
in schools built m the 19th
century.

1AL

by a future Labour govern-
ment were made by several
delegates in yesterday morn-
ing's debate.

Slums

From Liverpool, two of them
—Walton MP Eric Heffer and
Council president

the. blame for June's General
Election defeat on the Labour
government's abandonment of
its house-building pledges.
‘After six years of Labour
government, far too many

working-class people are still
living in slum conditions they
shouldn’t have to put up with,
said Heffer. L

‘Yet 25 per cent of the
present 600,000 unemployed
were building-trade workers
who should be engaged in this
work.

‘A lot of people have a lot
of things to explain from this
platform,” he said.

Drawing attention to the
serious housing cut-backs in
many areas of the country,
the rapid increase in interest
rates and the ‘anarchy and
fragmentation’ of the building
industry, Loyden called on
conference to adopt a social-
ist programme—and see that
the next Labour government
carried it out.

Nationalize

‘Until we can talk gbout
ownership and control of the
building industry and national-
ization of the land, we can't
get this problem under cén-
trol,” he said.

Labour rejects lTory
anti-union laws
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Only two days
left 10 raise
£389 8s
for Sept
Appeal Fund

THE WEEKEND post brought
only £81 4s bringing the total
to £610 12s 0d. We have only
two days left and £389 8s 0d
still to raise.

We are faced with a very
big fight to complete the
total this month.
effort must be made to make
it on time.

In less than two weeks we
start producing the Workers

An all-out |

The platform at the opening of the Labour
Party conference in Blackpool yesterday. At the
microphone are Party secretary Sir Harry
Nicholas and Ian Mikardo, MP for Poplar

never do it.

Press six days a week. Our
enemies all said we could
On October 12
we will prove them wrong.
Help us by raising all the
money to complete the Sep-
tember fund on time.
your donations now to:
Workers Press Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4.
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MID-EAST

Cairo

agreement
strengthens
imperialism

8Y ROBERT BLACK

WITH a handshake be-

tween the butcher of the Pales-
tinians King Hussein and Al Fatah
leader Yassir Arafat, the Cairo
conference of Arab leaders has

New fighting

in Belfast

BY A WORKERS PRESS CORRESPONDENT

A  STONE-THROWING crowd of

hundred was

several

involved in fierce clashes with

troops in Belfast yesterday afternoon.

For the third day running
fighting broke out in the

Shankill Rd as an army com-

mand post in Snugville St—
scene of the weekend’s con-

Another London
wharf closes

THIRTY-FOUR dockers are

to be returned to the ‘un-
attached” pool when Horse-
ferry  Wharf, Rotherhithe
closes shortly. Opened in
1934, the wharf handles a
general cargo service from
Rotterdam.

Support
grows for
Pilkington
conference

WITH FOUR days to go to
the All Trades Unions Alli-
ance Pilkington’s conference
support is now building up.

The factory committee at
Lead and Alloys Ltd in Wake-
field have passed a resolution
supporting the conference and
are sending two delegates.

The Clapham, South Lon-
don, branch of the Amalga-
mated Society. of Painters and
Decorators has agreed to send
a delegate.

Backing for the conference
has come in from Leeds where
the W Yorkshire Foundries

shop stewards’ committee
have supported the conference
and the public employees’

union bhas decided to send an
observer.

ALL. TRADES UNIONS ALLIANCE

ONFERENCE

The Pilkington
struggle and the
right to strike

Defeat the
proposed Tory
anti-union laws

St George's Hall, Lime St

LIVERPOOL

Saturday October 3

2.30 p.m.-6 p.m.

Credentlals and visiiors' cards 5s each from Conference

W. Hunter,

58 Lelghton View,

Liverpool 8.

Secretary,

flicts—was again at the centre.

Demonstrators  command-
eered several vehicles for use
as barricades and some were
set alight.

Yesterday's fighting followed
a weekend of the worst street
battles since last July.

Then the clashes with
troops took place in the pre-
dominantly Roman Catholic

lower Falls Rd area. But
through last weekend the
fighting - occurred in the

Protestant Shankili Rd.

Although only a dozen
people—other than troops—
were prepared to be identified
by going to hospital for treat-
ment, some estimates put the
number hurt by the tropps’
‘rubber bullets’ and suffering
the effects of CS gas as ‘high
as 200.

An army spokesman said
that 1,550 CS gas grenades and
cartridges were fired on
demonstrators over the week-
end.

On Sunday night hundreds
of people throwing stones
surrounded an army command
post and broke through the
door with a battering ram.

Commandeered bus
Troops attacked with re-

peated volleys of CS gas
grenades and fighting con-
tinued as street barricades

were set up and a bus com-
mandeered to block the road.

Army helicopters were used
to direct troop movements.

This fighting was preceded
by ten hours of clashes during
the previous night when
crowds: running into hundreds
took on troops.

Two hundred people were
injured and three died, accord-
ing to reports, from heart
attacks.

Ulster’s Security Committee
was also expected to meet
to discuss this fresh outbreak.

Some of the 47 arrested
over the weekend were yester-
day appearing in court in
Belfast.

In another court in the city
the re-trial began of three
men accused of murdering
a policeman — Constable
Arbuckle—in the Shankill Rd
in October last year.

Despite leaders’ hesitation

Councilmen
eager for
pay fight

BY JOHN SPENCER

VICTOR FEATHER, Trades Union Congress
general set:retary, was called into the pubhc
authority manual workers’ dispute yesterday as
council workers in 18 of London’s 32 boroughs
finalized arrangements for strike action today.

‘Sick of

inquiries’

firemen
start
action

IT WAS ‘emergency calls
only’ at fire stations all
over Britain yesterday as
35,000 firemen began a
week’'s action demanding
higher pay and shorter
hours.

The firemen—members of
the Fire Brigades Union—
want a 40-hour basic work-
ing week, jinstead of the
present 46 hours.

In fact, because of chronic
undermanning and the de-
liberate run-down of. the
force, all firemen work a
compulsory  56-hour week
and a reduction in the basic
hours would mean wagée
rises of up to £5.

The claim has been turned
down by the employers’
side of the National Joint
Council.

At the end of the week’s
action, the FBU executive is
to considér further sanc-
tions if, as seems almost
certain, the employers do
not meet the claim.

Solid support

Reports from London
stations yesterday indicated
solid support all over the
area.

‘We're sitting absolutely
tight, We will only answer
strictly emergency calls,’
Sanderstead firemen told
Workers Press.

But many of the men feel
the present action is only a
sop to growing militancy
within the union.

Particularly in London,
FBU chiefs = have come
under héavy fire—including
a barrage of flour and eggs
at a meeting last November
—for their vacillating policy.

Present pay is well below
craftsmen’s rates in indus-
try, with which the firemen
want parity.

One London fireman with
over ten years' service told
Workers Press his wage
after 56 hours was £30 18s.

‘It's just not comparable
with wages in industry,” he
said. i

‘Of course, they claim
that we’re only really work-
ing 27 hours a week.
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Derek Gladwyn, union-side
secretary of the National Joint
Industrial Council told Feather
by telephone that any help
he «could give would be
appreciated.

The unions involved—Publi¢
Employees, Transport and
General, General and Muni-
cipal and Scottish Commercial
Motormen—are looking des-
perately for a way out of the
coming confrontation with the
government over pay.

The London strikes are
scheduled as the first in a
rolling programme of selective
stoppages.

The union claim is for £2
15s all-round to bring the
lowest basic rate to £16 10s.

They have called on Feather
because the Tories have denied
conciliation facilities at the
Department of Employment
and Productivity.

The employers, stiffened by

government  support,
offered only £1 16s.

The union leaders’ position
is clearly another manifesta-
tion of retreat in the face of
the Tory government,

All out

Council workers are deter-
mined to win their increase,
even if they have to take on
the Tories to get it.

In the London boroughs—
which include Tower Hamlets,
Kensington and Chelsea and

have
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Trotsky
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deait a heavy blow to
the guerrillas in Jordan
and the anti-imperialist
movement throughout
the Arab world.

Despite its cynical and
purely verbal ‘full support for
the Palestine revolution’, the
14-point agreement will be
.used to re-establish the power
and authority of the Monar-
chy, so badly shaken in the
last two weeks of civil war.

Arafat’s claim that the guer-
rillas would turn Palestine
into ‘another Hanoi’ rather
" than submit to the supporters
of the ‘peace plan’ now
sounds like a cynical joke.

However, the deal’s main
architects are not to be found
either in Cairo or Amman.

The enormous US military
pressure, combined with the
Soviet bureaucracy’s political

and diplomatic manoeuvring -

drove both the ruling Arab
bourgeoisie and the Al Fatah
leadership towards a complete
betrayal of the Palestinian
struggle.

Same policy

The treacherous Cairo for-
mula is, in fact, the same
policy churned out day after
day by Moscow over the last
two weeks; namely that the
Jordan ‘crisis’ must be settled
by the Arabs alone.

But behind this proposal
was the deliberate strategy to
use the threat of a US inter-
vention in Jordan to stampede
the Nasserites and the Arafat
leadership into a betrayal of
the guerrillas.

The Soviet bureaucracy's
insistence on a Syrian with-
drawal from N Jordan, just
when the Royvalists were on
the run, was very much in
line with this counter-revolu-
tionary strategy.

Everything turned on the
nature of the guerrilla leader-
ship—and Arafat did not let
either the Kremlin, Hussein,
Nasser, the Zionists or Nixon
down.

Melted away

Earlier attacks on the Hus-
sein regime as a ‘fascist cab-
inet’ melted away as Arafat
made haste to Cairo to comply
‘with the ‘peace’ terms, ar-
ranged by Nasser and the
other bourgeois Arab leader-
ships in Sudan, Libya and
Tunisia.

Neither was Nasser's role as
the ‘fixer’ accidental.

It was through him that the
Kremlin applied its strongest
political pressure on the Pal-
estinians. In a Moscow broad-

_Southwark — stewards last | cast in Arabic last Thursday,
night expected an all-out

stoppage. @ PAGE FOUR COL. 7
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What
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Industrial
reform and
Pilkington's

WHEN Mr Heath opens his
Pandora’s box of industrial
reforms in a week’s time,
there will be a predictable
outcry of horror and anguish
from the trade union
leaders.

But no one, least of all trade
unionists, should be fooled
by simulated anger and
hypocritical ‘opposition.

Despite external appearances
both loyers and union
leaders "ate extremely con-
cerned about the swelling
upsurge of working-class
opposition to Tory policies.

What separates them today is
not a trade union deter-
mination to struggle against
Heath’s corporatist measures,
but an evident desire to
meet him halfway by doing
the job of the state
apparatus. .

The employers’ and union
leaders’ mutual fear is
even more obvious in
Feather’s letter to Tory
Minister Carr today.

Instead of telling Carr and
Heath to go to hell and
declaring his  principled
opposition to the ‘reforms’,
Feather goes out of way to
placate Cabinet die-hards.

‘The introduction of penal
sanctions into the relations
between employers and work
people would be unneces-
sary, irrelevant and un-
workable,’ he says.

Feather thinks Heath’s dic-
tatorial measures, pointed
like a loaded pistol at the
head of the working class,
are not really reactionary

. . merely inexpedient!

Of course if capitalism was
not a system based on the
maximum accumulation of

profit by the maximum
exploxtatlon of workers fo;
ST o

monopohsts, there would be
little or no need for indus-
trial courts, 60-day cooling-
off periods, a Ministry of
Employment and Product-
ivity—or even a Trades
Union Congress.

Mr Feather’s reply to the Tory
attacks is not as naive as
some people might believe.
His answer to the growth
of monopoly is, in fact, to
collaborate with it:

‘Evidence of the continuing
willingness of trade union-
ists to adapt their
policies and attitudes to
new industrial needs and
methods of working is to
to be found in such inno-
vations as productivity bar-
gaining . . . the negotiation
of comprehensive redun—
dancy agreements.

As any worker knows, pro-
ductivity bargaining and re-
dundancy agreements have
contributed greatly to
steadxly-growmg army of
unemployed in the country,
while assisting the bosses to
cut costs and augment pro-
fits.

Feather adds:

‘The General Council have
also been active in promot-
ing agreements between
unions as a means of settl-
ing contlict of interests in an
orderly way, and one of the
jobs of the Industrial Com-
mittees which are to be
established (two are operat-
ing already) will be to help
improve collective bargain-

ing arrangements and pro-,

cedure agreements.

‘They have in addition been
engaged in an extensive
and detailed review of the
rules of affiliated unions,
and have .issued recommen-
dations to unions on their
procedures for calling
strikes, and on rules relat-
ing to admissions, discipline
and exclusion from member-
ship.

‘You will also be aware of
the TUC’s interventions to
help settle industrial dis-
putes and the ready co-
operatxon that we have re-
ceived in this respect, ,not
only from trade unions but
from employers (sic).

The implications of Feather’s
reasoning are brutally borne
out by the retreat at Pilk-
ington’s and the ‘ready co-
operation’ of trade wunion
leaders and employers in
the victimization of 600
militant workers.

Having involved Woodcock
and Paynter in their cor-
poratist programme, the
Tories are confident that
the passage of their laws
will convince the remaining
leaders to drop the last pre-
tence of opposition and col-
laborate openly.

We urge all workers con-
cerned with the Tories’
sinister plans and the no
less ominous advances of
the union leaders, to treat
these moves with the ut-
most seriousness and give
their maximum suport to
the All Trades Unions
Alliance Conference to de-
fend the St Helens workers
on October 3.
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There was talk —
from Amalgamated En-
gineering and Foundry-
workers’ president
Hugh Scanlon — of
the Trades Union Con-
gress’s ‘carefully plan-
ned strategy’ for resist-
ing the government’s
proposals.

There were threats — from
Boilermakers’ president Dan
McGarvey that last year’s
TUC ‘programme for action’
would be dropped if the
Tories proceeded regardless.

And there were calls for
Party unity against Heath’s
threats from Salford West MP
Stanley Orme. )

Scanlon warned that it
would be a disaster if
Labour adopted a ‘look bath
Je5s dttitude’--on - epposition
to the Tory laws. .

‘In a phrase we use ‘in
Lancashire, I want to say to
the platform—no pussyfooting
about on this issue.’

But echoing T&GWU sec-
retary Jack Jones’ remarks,
Scanlon did not back militant
phraseology with any
plans to destroy the Tory
offensive.

‘We will support through
the medium of a unified
General Council any trade
union involved in a struggle
with this government,’” he said.

Passed

" While Conference unanim-
ously passed the Transport
workers ‘hands off the unions’
resolution, Barbara Castle,
replying to the debate, ignored
calls from the floor to re-
pudiate her old attempt to
pass anti-trade union legis-
lation.

The nub of her opposition
to Tory law was that the
Labour government could and
had done a better job of
policing the working class.

The National Executive
Committee supported the re-
solution, but Castle added that
the opposition to anti-union
laws must be a constructive
one.

In a fiery speech that drew
ready response from delegates,
Jack Jones of the Transport
and General Workers de-
clared yesterday his total
opposition to restrictions on
collective bargaining and to
Tory anti-trade union legisla-
tion.

But following the spirit of
the composite resolution Jones
proposed no specific campaign
to defeat the Tory proposals.

Tory legislation, said Jones,
was ‘like trying to put out a
fire with a stirrup pump.

-~ “The government are fan-
ning the flames of industrial
war. This is a little Reichstag
fire to cover up their anti-
progressive policies.

‘Their policy is to hold
wages down and cause un-
employment. Part of this
policy is to pass anti-trade
union legislation.’

But his contribution added
little to the motion which
merely instructs the national
executive committee to give
‘a vigorous lead and fully
‘support the trade union move-
ment in resisting such inter-
ference’.

Jones went on "to advocate
productivity improvements
provided there was increased
investment, economic growth
and efficient management.

Seconding the resolution,
Draughtsmen’s and Allied
Technicians’ Association dele-
gate John Forrest said that
the biggest single factor re-
sponsible for the Labour
government’s deféat was their
own proposed anti-union legis-
lation; a point that drew
applause from delegates.

Post Office Workers’ general
secretary Tom Jackson, echo-
ing the pleas made in yester-
day's Trades Union Congress
letter to Employment and Pro-
ductivity Minister Robert Carr,
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Trades
-'Eddie Loyden—laid part of

SOUND AND FURY formed the main bulk of
yesterday’s Labour Party Conference debate on
the Tories’ trade union legislation plans. But
what did it signify?

Nationalize for
housing call
is rejected

DELEGATES to the

69th Labour Party
Conference yesterday
called for the setting-
up of a national con-
struction corporation
to rationalize public-

sector house building.

They called. on the Party’s
national executive committee
to set up a working party on
housing jproblems to report to
the 1971 conference.

But they endorsed by a
14 million vote majority an
executive recommendation to
throw out a resolution—from
Liverpool’s West Derby con-
stituency party—containing a
call for nationalization of the
building industry and the land.

Calls for a socialist policy
that would be implemented

HUUHUTUHTHITTE TS

MORE children in the
North leave school at 15
than in any other region
in Britain, says a Northern
Economic Planning Council
report out yesterday.

Last year, only 44 per
cent of children in an
area comprising Northum-
berland, Durham, Cumber-
land, Westmorland and part
of Yorkshire continued at
school, compared to 62 per
cent in the South-East.

Only 6.4 per cent of
school leavers had five or
more GCE ‘O’ Levels com-
pared with the national
average of 8.1 per cent.

The report states that
more than a third of
primary school children in
the North are being taught
in schools built in the 19th
century.

IR

by a future Labour govern-
ment were made by several
delegates in yesterday morn-
ing’s debate.

Slums

From Liverpool, two of them
—Walton MP Eric Heffer and
Council president

the. blame for June’s General
Election defeat on the Labour
government’s abandonment of
its house-building pledges.
‘After six years of Labour
government, far too many

working-class people are still
living in slum conditions they
shouldn’t have to put up with,’
said Heffer. &

‘Yet 25 per cent of the
present 600,000 unemployed
were building-trade workers
who should be engaged in this
work.

‘A lot of people have a lot
of things to explain from this
platform,” he said.

Drawing attention to the
serious housing cut-backs in
many areas of the country,
the rapid increase in interest
rates and the ‘anarchy and
fragmentation’ of the building
industry, Loyden called on
conference to adopt a social-
ist programme—and see that
the next Labour government
carried it out.

Nationalize

‘Until we can talk gbout
ownership and control of the
bulldmg industry and natiopnal-
ization of the land, we can't
get this problem under con-
trol,” he said.

Sound and fury at LP conference
Labour rejects 1o
anti-union laws

By Industrial Correspondent DAVID MAUDE in Blackpool

The platform at the opening of the Labour
Party conference in Blackpool yesterday. At the
microphone are Party secretary Sir Harry
Nicholas and Ian Mikardo, MP for Poplar
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Only two days
left to raise
£389 Os
for Sept
Appeal Fund

THE WEEKEND post brought
only £81 4s bringing the total
to £610 12s 0d. We have only
two days left and £389 8s 0d
still to raise.

We are faced with a very
big fight to complete the

effort must be made to make
it on time.

In less than two weeks we
start producing the Workers
Press six days a week. Our
enemies all said we could
never do it. On October 12
we will prove them wrong.

Help us by raising all the
money to complete the Sep-
tember fund on time. Post
your donations now to:
Workers Press Appeal Fund,

186a Clapham High Street,

London, SW4.

IR

total this month. An all-out |

MID-EAST

Cairo
agreement
strengthens
imperialism

BY ROBERT BLACK

SEALED WITH a handshake be-
tween the butcher of the Pales-
tinians King Hussein and Al Fatah
leader Yassir Arafat, the Cairo
conference of Arab leaders has

New fighting

in Belfast

BY A WORKERS PRESS CORRESPONDENT

A STONE-THROWING crowd of

several

hundred was involved in fierce clashes with
troops in Belfast yesterday afternoon.

For the third day running
fighting broke out in the
Shankill Rd as an army com-
mand post in Snugville St—
scene of the weekend’s con-

Another London
wharf closes

THIRTY-FOUR dockers arel

to be returned to the ‘un-
attached’ pool when Horse-

ferry Wharf, Rotherhithe
closes shortly. Opened in
1934, the wharf handles a

general cargo service from
Rotterdam.

ALl

Support
grows for
Pilkington
conference

WITH FOUR days to go to
the All Trades Unions Alli-
ance Pilkington’s conference
support is now building up.

The factory committee at
Lead and Alloys Ltd in Wake-
field have passed a resolution
supporting the conference and
are sending two delegates.

The Clapham, South Lon-
don, branch of the Amalga-
mated Society. of Painters and
Decorators has agreed to send
a delegate.

Backing for the conference
has come in from Leeds where
the W Yorkshire Foundries
shop stewards’ committee
have supported the conference
and the public employees’
union has decided to send an
observer.

TRADES UNIONS ALLIANCE

ONFERENCE

The Pllkington
struggle and the
right to strike

Defeat the
proposed Tory
anti-union laws

St George’s Hall, Lime St
LIVERPOOL

Saturday October 3

2.30 p.m.-6 p.m.

Credentlals and visitors’ cards 58 each from Conference

Hunter,

58 Lelghton View,

Liverpool 8.

Secretary, W.

flicts—was again at the centre.

Demonstrators command-
eered several vehicles for use
as barricades and some were
set alight.

Yesterday'’s fighting followed
a weekend of the worst street
battles since last July.

Then the clashes with
troops took place in the pre-

dominantly Roman Catholic
lower Falls Rd area. But
through last weekend the
fighting . occurred in the
Protestant Shankill Rd.
Although only a dozen

people—other than troops—
were prepared to be identified
by going to hospital for treat-
ment, some estimates put the
number hurt by the tropps’
‘rubber bullets’ and suffering
the effects of CS gas as ‘high
as 200.

An army spokesman said
that 1,550 CS gas grenades and
cartridges were fired on
demonstrators over the week-
end.

On Sunday night hundreds
of people throwing stones
surrounded an army command
post and broke through the
door with a battering ram.

Commandeered bus
Troops attacked with re-

peated volleys of CS gas
grenades and fighting con-
tinued as street barricades

were set up and a bus com-
mandeered to block the road.

Army helicopters were used
to direct troop movements.

This fighting was preceded
by ten hours of clashes during
the previous night when
crowds- running into hundreds
took on troops.

Two hundred people were
injured and three died, accord-
ing to reports, from heart
attacks.

Ulster’s Security Committee
was also expected to meet
to discuss this fresh outbreak.

Some of the 47 arrested
over the weekend were yester-
day appearing in court in
Belfast.

In another court in the cxty
the re-trial began of three
men accused of murdering
a policeman — Constable
Arbuckle—in the Shankill Rd
in October last year.

Despite leaders’ hesitation

Council men

eager for
pay fight

BY JOHN SPENCER

| VICTOR FEATHER, Trades Union Cougress

general” seCretary, was called into the public
authority manual workers’ dispute yesterday as
council workers in .18 of London’s 32 boroughs
finalized arrangements for strike action today.

‘Sick of

inquiries’

firemen
start
action

IT WAS ‘emergency calls
only’ at fire stations all
over Britain yesterday as
35,000 firemen began a
week’s action demanding
higher pay and shorter
hours.

The firemen—members of
the Fire Brigades Union—
want a 40-hour basic work-
ing week, instead of the
present 46 hours.

In fact, because of chronic
undermanmng and the de-
liberate .run-down of - the
force, all firemen work a
compulsory - 56- hour week
and a reduction in the basic
hours would mean wagé
rises of up to £5.

The claim has been turned
down by the employérs’
side of the National Joint
Council.

At the end of the week’s
action, the FBU executive is
to considér further sanc-
tions if, as seems almost
certain, the employers do
not meet the claim.

Solid support

Reports from London
stations yesterday indicated
solid support all over the
area.

‘We're smmg absolutely
tight. We will only answer
strictly emergency calls,’
Sanderstead firemen told
Workers Press.

But many of the men feel
the present action is only a
sop to growing militancy
within the union.

Particularly in London,
FBU chiefs . have come
under héavy fire—including
a barrage of flour and eggs
at a meeting last November
—for their vacillating policy.

Present pay is well below
craftsmen’s rates in indus-
try, with which the firemen
want parity.

One London fireman with
over ten years’ service told
Workers Press his wage
after 56 hours was £30 18s.

‘It’s just not comparable
with wages in industry,” he
said. g

‘Of course, they claim
that we're only really work-
ing 27 hours a week.
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"night

Derek Gladwyn, union-side
secretary of the National Joint
Industrial Council told Feather
by telephone that any help
he could give would be
appreciated.

The unions involved—Publi¢
Employees, Transport and
General, General and Muni-
cipal and Scottish Commercial
Motormen—are looking des-
perately for a way out of the
coming confrontation with the
government over pay.

The London strikes are
scheduled as the first in a
rolling programme of selective
stoppages.

The union claim is for £2
15s all-round to bring the
lowest basic rate to £16 10s.

They have called on Feather
because the Tories have denied
conciliation facilities at the
Department of Employment
and Productivity.

The employers, stiffened by
government support, have
offered only £1 16s.

The union leaders’ position
is clearly another manifesta-
tion of retreat in the face of
the Tory government.

All out

Council workers are detér-
mined to win their increase,
even if they have to take on
the Tories to get it.

In the London boroughs—
which include Tower Hamlets,
Kensington and Chelsea and
Southwark — stewards last
expected an all-out
stoppage.

deait a heavy blow to
the guerrillas in Jordan
and the anti-imperialist
movement throughout
the Arab world.

Despite its cynical and
purely verbal ‘full support for
the Palestine revolution’, the
14-point agreement will be
.used to re-establish the power
and authority of the Monar-
chy, so badly shaken in the
last two weeks of civil war.

Arafat’s claim that the guer-
rillas would turn Palestine
into ‘another Hanoi' rather
" than submit to the supporters
of the ‘peace plan’ now
sounds like a cynical joke.

However, the deal’s main
architects are not to be found
either in Cairo or Amman.

The enormous US military
pressure, combined with the
Soviet bureaucracy’s political

and diplomatic manoeuvring -

drove both the ruling Arab

- .bourgeoisie and the Al Fatah
eadership towards a complete
betrayal of the Palestinian
struggle.

Same policy

The treacherous Cairo for-
mula is, in fact, the same
policy churned out day after
day by Moscow over the last
two weeks; namely that the
Jordan ‘crisis’ must be settled
by the Arabs alone.

But behind this proposal
was the deliberate strategy to
use the threat of a US inter-
vention in Jordan to stampede
the Nasserites and the Arafat
leadership into a betrayal of
the guerrillas.

The Soviet bureaucracy’s
insistence on a Syrian with-
drawal from N Jordan, just
when the Royalists were on
the run, was very much in
line with this counter-revolu-
tionary strategy.

Everything turned on the
nature of the guerrilla leader-
ship—and Arafat did not let
either the Kremlin, Hussein,
Nasser, the Zionists or Nixon
down.

Melted away

Earlier attacks on the Hus-
sein regime as a ‘fascist cab-
inet’ melted away as Arafat
made haste to Cairo to comply
‘with the ‘peace’ terms, ar-
ranged by Nasser and the
other bourgeois Arab leader-
ships in Sudan, Libya and
Tunisia.

Neither was Nasser’s role as
the ‘fixer’ accidental.

It was through him that the
Kremlin applied its strongest
political pressure on the Pal-
estinians. In a Moscow broad-
cast in Arabic last Thursday,
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SOGIALIST
LABOUR
LEAGUE

Trotsky
Memorial
Meeting

GLASGOW

Partick Burgh Hall
(nr Merkland St underground)

7.30 p.m.

Admission 2s.

'Trotclg and the
nglish Revolution’

Speaker: G. Healy
national secretary)

Sunday
October 4
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IT IS axiomatic in the
British labour movement
that when the right-wing
plans a retreat and a com-
promise it summons the
‘left’ to lay down the
smokescreen behind
which to carry out its
political deals.

During the six years of
Labour government, Wilson,
Jenkins and Castle were able
to survive and maintain their
hold over the Labour Party
leadership and policy and
prepare the attacks against
the unions only because the
political docility of the ‘left’
MPs allowed them to do so.

Every time the ‘lefts’ were
urged to fight on principled
issues like the Prices and In-
comes Bill they evaded them
by claiming that a successful
struggle against Wilson would
only restore the Tories to
power.

Pave
Way

In this manner they pro-
tected Wilson’s rear and ultim-
ately helped to pave the way
for the return of the most
reactionary post-war Tory gov-
ernment.

Now that Labour is out of
power and the focus of
struggle has shifted to the
trade unions and the industrial
struggles, the ‘lefts’ have
found a new vocation. Their
tactics, however, remain the
same.

Instead of defending Wilson,
they are now busy face-lifting
the Trades Union Congress
leaders and, together with the
Stalinists, indulging in a lot
of ‘left’ demagogy on wages
and industrial democracy and
providing the necessary smoke
behind which new rereats are
being planned.

The most consummate prac-
titioner of this art is Stan

.Orme MP for Salford West,

who, in 1969, helped to cover
up the retreat of ‘left’ union
leaders on the TUC plan to
police the unions and consist-
tenly protected Wilson from
the criticisms of the Trot-
skyists.

Orme is well aware of the
scepticism with which many
trade unionists treat the TUC
leaders as a result of the
experiences at Pilkington’s, the
docks, GKN, Rolls-Royce and
the mines.

Avoid
Confrontation

Far from fighting the poli-
cies of the Tories, the trade
union leaders have—and are
—trying desperately to accom-
modate the unions to the
Tories and, as the dock strike
showed conclusively, they are
more than eager to avoid an
eyeball-to-eyeball  confronta-
tion with the union-bashers in
the government.

Mr Orme, writing in the
September 18 ‘Tribune’, tries
just as desperately to conceal
this trend and give the im-
pression that the TUC is
dynamically different from pre-
vious Congresses and that
the Labour Party’s annual con-
ference must follow the TUC
example and adopt socialist
policies.

If this is done, according
to Orme, the past will be
buried and the future assured.

‘Never has it stood out more
clearly than it did at Brighton
when, following the defeat of
the Labour government, the
trade union movement girded
itself for the fight with the
Tories.

‘Some people interpret this
fight as a sham battle, believ-
ing that the implementation
of legislation is inevitable and
that the trade union movement

Stanley

ORME MP
and the

TUC

by John Spencer

.

will, in the final analysis,
acquiesce. Nothing could be
further from the truth.” (sic)

Mr Orme is hardly qualified
to distinguish the ‘truth’ from
its opposite in these matters
since he is a representative of
a party that has been con-
fusing the working class about
its true class interests and
about the nature of capitalism
for the last 70 years.

‘Sham
Battle’

Why shouldn’t people inter-
pret the trade union leaders’
shadow boxing as a ‘sham
battle’?

The entire TUC history in
the 20th century is a history
of relentless betrayal and
compromise unrelieved by even
the slightest gesture of class
defiance.
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Its philosophy and its
method is succinctly summed
up in the words of the late
Ernest Bevin who said that if
he had to repeat ‘Black Friday’
1921, over again, he would do
it.

And it is fair to say that,
as the crisis of British imper-
ialism worsens, the TUC, far
from becoming more militant
or class-conscious, in fact dis-
plays all the anti-socialist
features of its senile degener-
ation in the most insidious
way.

Throughout the six years of
Labour government, the TUC
worked consistently towards a
rotten compromise as Wilson,
Brown and Castle unrolled
their plans for anti-strike laws.

The compromise, finally
sealed with the trade union
executives conference in June
1969, allowed the government
to operate a continuous wage
restraint policy in one form
or another, and the union
chiefs’ retreat laid the basis
for present Tory plans for
even more stringent attacks
on the unions.

Direct
Backing

This TUC policy has gone
hand-in-hand with encourag-
ing productivity deals and
speed-up measures throughout
industry, many of which have
been pushed through against
mounting opposition only with
the TUC’s direct backing.

And since the Tories came
to office, the leaders of the
trade union bureaucracy have
proved unable to defend even

the most basic workers’ rights
under attack by the employers.

Anyone familiar with the
St Helens factories since the
events at Lord Pilkington's
seven-week strike there earlier
this year will know that this
is the case.

TUC general secretary
VICTOR FEATHER

The strike was only ended
after TUC secretary Feather
had personally guaranteed
there would be no victimiza-
tion.

But when some of the St
Helens men came out on a
three-day token strike only
two months later, Lord Pilk-
ington was able to sack 600
with impunity. To this day,
the TUC has done nothing to
honour its pledges to the Pilk-
ington men.

What the union chiefs really
think about this situation is
best illustrated by the fact
that at this year’s TUC they
elected as their chairman, . .
Lord Cooper, leader of the

General and Municipal Wor-
kers’ Union, whose role in the
Pilkington strike aroused work-
ing-class anger all over the
country.

This is how the TUC ‘de-
fends’ the right to strike and
‘honours’ its agreements with
yorkers.

How can Orme have the
effrontery to claim that these
leaders will fight the Tory
government when he knows
they are retreating not only
before Lord Pilkington, but
before every other employer in
Britain? :

There is nothing inconsistent
or surprising in the TUC’s at-
titude on these questions.

Drifted
Right

Ever since it engineered the
defeat of the 1926 General
Strike and betrayed a genera-
tion of workers into unem-
ployment, Toryism and war,
the TUC has drifted steadily
towards the right and into the
embrace of the capitalist state.

What are the Featlfer-Carr
talks ' and the TUC’s tacit
acquiescence before the Tory
offensive in the factories but
a modern version of the Mond-
Turner talks of 1928—under
conditions many times more

dangerous for the working
class?
The present trade union

leaders are the products of
almost a century of class-
compromise, cemented by the
betrayals of seven Labour gov-
ernments, war-time collabora-
tion in strike-breaking and the
defeat and unemployment of
the 1930s.

The TUC leadership reflects
the defeated past of the work-
ing class. That is why it is
coming more and more openly
into conflict with a strong and
confident working class which
is determined not to go down
in betrayal and defeat again.

But like all reformists,
Orme views the class struggle
through the distorting mirror
of the bureaucracy. It is not
the abysmal class-collaboration
of the leaders which is to
blame, but the workers them-
selves.

‘. . . the workers, at the
presént time, are not bloody-
minded enough, for many who
are fighting for better wages
and conditions do not see this
fight as the same side of the
coin as political action.

‘Some of the rank and file
on the shop floor do not see
the connection between in-
dustrial and political action.
This is the job for the Labour
Party: it should be explaining
to the workers about who owns
industry, how it is controlled
and what needs to be done to
achieve a civilized solution
to a capitalist rat-race in which
everybody is involved.’

Orme 1is nothing if not

brazen.

He sat six years in the par-
liamentary chamber while this
same Labour Party explained

over and over again that
workers must accept wage
freezing, anti-union laws and
unemployment at the dictates
of big business.

That was Wilson’s ‘civilized
solution’ to the ‘capitalist rat-

race’.

Wilson at
atthe TUC
Congress

If that was the Labour
Party’s policy in government,
what grounds does Orme have
for thinking it will change in
opposition?

And this is how Orme ‘criti-

cizes’ Wilson’s government
policies:
‘The Labour conference

must extend the TUC decisions
and give them a real socialist
political interpretation. For
instance, it must not equivo-
cate as it has done over the
past three (?) years on full

IMPORTANT
READING

The death agonyﬂ
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employmént and a policy for
growth and industrial expan-
sion.’

This is the authentic lan-
guage of opportunism: 600,000
unemployed are reduced to an
‘equivocation’ and Orme re-
iterates the well-worn formula

of industrial growth and ex-
pansion.

Since Orme makes no call
for the labour movement to
force the Tories to resign, he
is presumably hoping that
Heath and Carr will put this
policy into effect.

Orme waxes tearful about
the Labour government’s
record.

‘We set oﬁt to attempt to
run the mixed economy better
than the Tories had. I think
the last six years have shown
how futile it is to.try to per-
suade the private sector,
whether in relation to planning
or policy or prices. In fact,
at the end of the day, we
settled for a policy appealing
to the private sector and
applying legislation to the
trade union movement. This
policy must be reversed.’

Completely
Bankrupt

In other words, ‘our’ policy
was completely bankrupt and
‘we’ ended up attacking the
working class on behalf of the
employers!

An open admission of politi-
cal bankruptcy.

But Orme is far from want-
ing to draw the logical con-
clusions. Instead he wants the
mixture as before, but refur-
bished to look like something
‘socialist’.

‘The fight inside parliament,’
he says, ‘must be as real as
the one which takes place on
the shop floor and, in this
regard we cannot be hampered
by past policies and the past
actions of ministers.’

. It is no use Orme complain-
ing about ministers’ ‘past
actions’ and trying to extri-
cate himself that way.

Refused
Point-blank

When the Young Socialists
and the Socialist Labour

League called on the ‘left’ MPs
to fight Wilson during the
period of the Labour govern-
ment, Orme was prominent
among the ‘lefts’ who refused
point-blank to demand Wil-
son’s resignation.

And even now, he peddles
substantially the same line.

‘The message to Harold
Wilson from the Labour Party
conference must be clear and
concise: we want no sham
parliamentary  battle. The
people who lead this fight
must believe in the policies
which the labour movement
will adopt.’

There could be no clearer
message to workers fighting
the Tories about the position
Orme intends to adopt.

Now that Wilson’s policies
have opened the door to Tory-
ism in Britain, Orme and his
‘left’ parliamentary and trade
union friends, backed by the
Communist Party, will do
their level best to ensure the
future of reformism by this
kind of bombast.

Tory minister CARR

These people are getting
ready for another assault on
ﬂ]le confidence of the working
class.

The old combination of ‘left’-
ism and the parliamentary and
trade union treachery is once
again being activated.

Workers who want to fight
the Tories and the employers
for real socialist policies of
nationalization and an end to
Toryism must reject this poli-
tical line and campaign inside
the trade unions to build a
revolutionary alternative on
the basis of the policy: pro-
claimed in last Tuesday’s
Workers Press.

That is the policy of the
Socialist Labour League.

~
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JOHN McGRATH’S new
play ‘Random Happen-
ings in the Hebrides, or
the Social Democrat and
the Stormy Sea’, pre-
miered at the Edinburgh
Festival, is now in reper-
tory at the Royal Lyceum
Theatre, Edinburgh.

McGrath is a talented
and politically-sophisti-
cated playwright and
‘The Hebrides’ is skilfully
constructed and lavishly
staged.

In that it deals with real
questions in serious theatri.
cal terms, it marks a big stép
forward from the pawky
escapism of most plays about
Scotland.

The rise of industrial capi-
talism condemned the poor,
isolated and semi-tribal com-
munities of the peasants and
workers of Scotland’s High-
land and islands to the fate of
being the only large-scale area
of rural backwardness in mod-
ern Britain.

Their way of life was des-
troyed in the 19th Century
by the ruthless march forward
of the united bourgeoisies of
England and Scotland.

They were driven. off the
hills and out of the glens in
force to the new industrial
towns.

Suppressed

Or they were thrust into
unsafe and insanitary emigrant

RANDOM HAPPENINGS
IN THE HEBRIDES or

THE SOCIAL DEMOCRAT AND

THE STORMY SEA
BY JOHN McGRATH

The Royal Lyceum Theatre

Company of Edinburgh

‘Taking socialism
o the

people’

( Theatre

review by Robert Seaton

ships, in which most of them
died on the way to the brave
new world of the Americas.

In the 1880s the militant
protests of the crofters in
defence of the last vestiges of
the old society were firmly
suppressed at the command of
the capitalist state machine in
London and Edinburgh.

am .

Thereafter the nghlands
were used as a convenient
testing-ground for the admin-
istrative experiments of the

‘New Liberalism’ and Social
Democracy.
Government boards — cul-

minating in the most recent
charade, the Highlands and

Islands Development Board—
were set up to ‘deal with the
Highland problem’., Not to be
outdone, private enterprise,
in the shape of the soap mag-
nate, Lord Leverhulme, sought
to get in on the act in the
period after the First World
War.

Eager to soothe his doubt-
less, much-troubled con-
science, and, incidentally, to
acquire a docile labour force,
Leverhulme bought the island
of Lewis and attempted, unsuc-
cessfully, to get up a ‘model’
fish-canning factory.

Yet the ‘problem’ remains:
Highland society is a casualty
of capitalism.
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OF CHOICE'. Documentary

MONTY PYTHON’S FLYING CIRCUS.

CONFERENCE REPORT 70. Labour Party Conference.

REGIONAL BBC

6.45-7.05 Heddiw. 10.10-10.40 Chang-
ing years. 11.42 Weather.

Scotland: 6.00-6.45 Reporting Scot-
land. Nationwide. 10.10-10.40 Scot-
tish comedy playhouse. 11.42 News,
Wweather.

N Ireland: 6.00-6.45 Scene around six,
weather, Nationwide. 10.10-10.40 In
question. 11.42 News, weather.

SW, South, West: 6.00-6.45 Nation-
wide. Points West. South today.
Spotlight SW, weather. 10.10-10.40

nthusiasts. 11.42 News, weather.

p.m. NEWSROOM and weather.

FLOODLIT RUGBY LEAGUE. St Helens v Castleford.
WHEELBASE. Motoring news of the week.

MENACE. ‘The Stralght and Narrow’.

9.30 a.m. Labour Party Conference. 11.00-3.00 p.m. Schools. 4.17
Hatty town. 4.30 Crossroads. 4.55 Bright's boffins. 5.20 Magpie. 5.50

THE GHOST AND MRS MUIR. ‘Surprise Party’.
‘Sands of the Desert’. With Charlie Drake as
a meek travel agency clerk. -

Intervigw’. By E. Y.

THE DAY BEFORE YESTERDAY. ‘Fight and Fight Again’.
13 years of Conservative rule.
‘Search for the Woman'.

Film from

midnight FATHER D’ARCY’S FRIENDS AND CONTEMPOR-

REGIONAL 1TV

Honeybun. Diary. 11.30 Faith for

life. 11.35 Weather.
10 00-3.00 London. 4. 00

Love ~American style.
‘Green for Danger’. With Alustair
Sim, Leo Genn and Trevor Howard.
8.30 London. 11.30 News. 11.40
Weather. Action 70.

HARLECH: 10.00 London. 4.18
Women today. 4.40 Origami. 4.55 Lon-
don. 6.01 Report West. 6.18 Report
Wales. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Bonanza.
8.00 Mr and Mrs. 8.30 London. 11.30

People to people. 12 midnight
Weather. &
HTV (West) colour channel 61 as
above except: 4.16-4.18, 6.18-6.35
Report West.

HTV (Wales) colour channel 41 as
above except: 6.01-6.18 Y dydd.

HTV (Cymru/Wales) black and white
service as above except: 6.01-6.18 Y
dydd. 10.30-11.30 Dan sylw.

ANGLIA: 9.30 London. 4.15 Decimal-
ization programme. 4.30 Newsroom.
440 Enchanted house. 4.55 London.
6.00 About Anglia. Police call. 6.35
Crossroads. 7.00 ‘Coast of Skeletons’.
With_Richard Todd, Dale Robertson
and Derek Nimmo. An investigator is
hired to find a diamond dredger lost
in Africa. 8.30 London. 11.30 NYPD.
11.58 Reflection.

ATV MIDLANDS: 9.30 London. 3.50
Your stars tomorrow. 3.52 Women
today. 4.10 Peyton Place. 4.40 Ori-
gami, 4.50 Catweazle. 5.15 London,
6.00 ATV today. 6.35 Crossroads.
7.00 Film: “Billy the Kid’. With
Robert Taylor, Brian Donlevy and
Ian Hunter. The famous outlaw’s
life. 8.30 London. 11.30 Better driving,
weather.

ULSTER: 9.30-4.15 London. 4.30
Romper room. 4.50 News. 4.55 Lon-
don, 6.00 UTV reports. 6.35 Cross-

roads. 7.00 Movie: ‘Call Me Bwana’.
With Bob Hope and Anita Ekberg.
8.30 London. ll 30 White line.

YORKSHIRE: 10.00 London. 4.15
Wind_ in the willows. 4.30 Matinee.
4.55 London. 6.00 Calendar, weather.
6.30 Nanny and the professor. 7.00
Film: “‘Gunfight at C he Creek’.
A detective is hired to smash an out-
law gang. 8.30 London. 11.30 All our
yesterdays. 12 midnight Weather.

GRANADA: 9.30-12.30 London. 1.40
London. 4.10 News. Peyton Place,
4.40 Origami. 4.55 London 6.01 Six-
o-one: newsday. 6.15 All our yes-
terdays. 6.45 Film: ‘Babette Goes to
War’. With Brigitte Bardot. A
French refugee becomes involved in
a glot against a Nazi commander. |
8.30 London. 11.30 Four just men.

TYNE TEES: 9.30 London. 4.10 News-
room. 4.15 My three sons. 4.40
Enchanted house. 4.55 London. 6.00
Today at six. 6.25 Where the jobs
are. 6.30 Film: ‘The Rainbow Jacket’.
With Kay Walsh, Bill Owen and
Robert Morley. 8.25 Mr Magoo. 8.30
London. 11.30 News. 11.45 Quakers
abroad.

BORDER: 9.30 London. 4.10 News.
4.12 Telephone game. 4.40 Origami.
4.55 London. 6.00 News. Lookaround.
6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 ‘The Boy from
Oklahoma’. With Will Rogers Ir.
Western. 8.25 London. 11.30 Better
driving. 11.55 News, weather.

SCOTTISH: 9.45 London. 3.40 Date-
line. 3.50 Your stars tomorrow. 3.52
Women today. 4.15 Enchanted house,
4.30 London. 6.00 Dateline. 6.30
Hogan’s heroes. 7.00 Telephone
game. 7.30 Marcus Welby. 8.30 Lon-
don. 11.30 Late call.

GRAMPIAN: 10.15 London. 3.52
Women today. 4.10 Enchanted house.
4.25 Patterns of folk. 4.55 London.
6.00 News, weather. 6.10 Max. 6.35

Crossroads. 7.00 Western: ‘Indian
Fighter’. With Kirk Douglas and
Elsa Martinelli. 8.30 London. 11.30

Better driving.

R

McGrath’s play, which cen-
tres mainly on the activities
of a randy Labour MP, sup-
posed to have been a junior
Minister in the Wilson gov-
ernment, is not directly about
the Hebrides.

Setting

Although it touches on the
economic realities of the
fishermen’s lives, makes incest
explicit and uses fairly realis-
tic language, my impression
was. that the Hebrides is pri-
marily a convenient setting for
the almost operatic qualities
of the plot.

The play is essentially about
Jimmy  Litherland, island-
born of English parents, edu-
cated in Liverpool and Oxford,
who returns to the islands to
bring socialism to ‘where the
people are’.

He romanticises his old
school-master, Aeny McPhee,
who, he claims quite wrongly,
knows the difference ‘between
Rosa Luxemburg and the
Social Democrats’.

McPhee is, in fact, a pathe-
tic figure, unable to face
reality, who degenerates to the
level of an Irish whore with
whom he takes up after his
wife’s death.

He continues to propagate
Keir Hardie-style illusions in
social democracy (‘Begin with
the banks, Jimmy lad’) while
proudly boasting that he him-
self has already descended to
the level of the animals and
is well on the way to achieving
the state of consciousness of
a clod of earth.

stars JOHN THAW
and JOHN CAIRNEY
in rehearsal

Litherland has meanwhile
used McPhee as a stepping-
stone to becoming Labour MP
for the area, in the elections
of 1964 and 1966, and, with

e ajd of a Hampstead wife,
becomes under-secretary at the
Board of Trade.

In the final scene, set in
September 1970, Litherland
seeks to recapture that first
fine careless rapture when he
returned to the‘island in the
early 1960s to organize a
branch of the Transport and
General Workers’ Union
among the fishermen.

He threatens to lead the
men down to occupy the
boats which have by then
been sold up to an American
company operating from Peter-
head.

Indecision

Indecision wins the day,
however, and Litherland is still
on the phone to the Tory
President of the Board of
Trade to ‘protest’, when the
boats sail out of the harbour.

Though there is no solution
for the fishermen, Jimmy
Litherland finds his way out.

He sends the Hampstead
wife packing and takes up
again with his only true love
(he has had plenty of the
other sort in the course of the
play), Aeny McPhee’s incestu-
ous daughter, Catriona.

Off they go to watch the
guillemots circling over the
cliff—which was what Catriona
has suggested was the best
plan at the outset of the whole
business,

Illlll'llIl'llllll!llll}lllllll

CINEMA

FINITE
PASSIONS

Guest reviewer
D"IH\\;IID BARNES

‘FELLINI SATYRICON’
is probably the most ex-
pensive production so far
by the Italian Frederico
Fellini.

He became famous with ‘La
Dolce Vita’ (‘The Sweet Life’)
which, among its other merits,
exposed to view the decadence,
spirtual corruption and private
idiocy of the Italian aristocracy-
cum-big bourgeoisie.

‘La Dolce Vita’ gave rise to
bitter complaints even from some
of the most distinguished prelates
of the Vatican hierarchy.

In a sense ‘Satyricon’ does the
same think for an earlier gener-
ation of rich Romans.

Being dead, they are unable to
complain.

But here Fellini is not starting
from scratch. ‘Satyricon’ is a ‘free
adaptation’ of the fictional work
of Petronius Arbiter, an official
of the Roman Empire under
Nero.

It describes the escapades of
two disreputable young men,
Encolpius and Ascyltus, and their
boy-slave Giton.

Petronius’ Satyricon is not a
‘novel’ as we would now under-
stand it—it has no overall plot
or theme, and the characters do
not develop in any way.

(behind 1’1

CHEERS!

THERE'S nothing like a drop
of the hard stuff, it seems, to
soothe away the cares and
stresses of top management. A
tot or two on the expense
account is just part of the
daily grind, as every worker
can understand.

However, to suggest that
the consumption of alcohol in
these rarified circles goes any
further than the traditional
dram necessary to cement
friendly relations and oil the
wheels of industry is going a
little too far.

Concern about the problem
of alcoholism among the cap-
tains of commerce has evoked
an indignant statement from
the Institute of Directors, say-
ing that it ‘does not believe
that there is an alcohol prob-
lem among directors’.

Doctors who specialize in
the subject are not so sure and
are worried by the institute’s

statement that of the 7,000
to 8,000 directors examined
annually, no more than seven
are revealed as alcoholics, less
than 0.1 per cent.

These figures may well be
taken with a pinch of salt as,
in most doctors’ experience,
alcoholics are usually the last
people to come forward for a
routine medical examination.

In fact, it is estimated that
alcoholism is probably cost-
ing industry a direct sum of
£30 million a year, and prob-
ably about £75 million indi-
rectly.

Not surprisingly, companies
are not very free with infor-

mation about the boozing
habits of their executive
master minds.

One managing director,

cured of his thirst, decided to

carry out an investigation.
According to his saviour,

the late Dr Lincoln Williams:

Technical
hitch

THE NEW team at the Min-
istry of Technology under ex-
Director-General of the Con-
federation of British Industry
John Davies is very much in

line with the Tory concept of -

a ‘businessmen’s government’.

It includes one lord and a
trio of other ministers who
have held a considerable num-
ber of directorships between
them over the years.

Lord Bessborough, Minister
of State (Aviation), joined the
merchant banking firm of
Robert Benson Lonsdale and
Co. Ltd. in 1950 and was
director of various companies,
including Associated Tele-
vision.

David Price, MP for East-
leigh and Parliamentary
Secretary, has mainly concen-
trated on management consult-
ancy and has had close con-
nections with Imperial Chemi-
cals Industries since 1949.
From 1966 until the last elec-
tion he was director of Asso-
ciated Maltsters Ltd.

Nicholas Ridley, MP for
Cirencester and Tewkesbury,
is now also a Parliamentary
Sec at Mintech. He held
directorships of civil engineer-
ing contractors Brims & Co.
Ltd. and the larger Heenan
Group Ltd.—Worcester engi-
neers with over £14 million in
capital.

Last, but by no means least,
comes Sir John Eden, Bart and
MP for Bournemouth West,

Sir John is the son-in-law
of Sir John Pascoe, previously
the chairman of Aberdare
Holdings Ltd., a holding com-
panies for nine subsidiaries
employing capital of around
£15 million.

Sir John (junior) was direc-
tor of the parent company and
three of the subsidiaries as
well as of British Timken
Division of the Timken Roller
Bearing Co. (of which his pa-
in-law was chairman).

He was also directing Ches-
ham Amalgamations and In-
vestments Ltd. and he is cur-
rently president of the Inde-
pendent Schools Association
(having been director of Lady
Eden’s Schools Ltd., a private
school for 200).

Finally, the Tory fivesome
(including  Davies  himself)
have one other important
mark of class.

All were educated at either
Eton, Oxford or Cambridge.

COMBINATION

Most of the episodes involve
sex, violence, gluttony or avarice,
and frequently combinations of
these.

Encolpius and Ascyltus have a
fine sense of the ridiculous, and
a sharp eye for the main chance
— which they wusually miss
through some unfortunate acci+
dent.

But they also feel the more
serious meaning-—or meaningless-

ness —of the life they pass’

through.

Throughout it all, though, they
remain cheerful and intelligent
Bohemians, providing the reader
with a clear window out on the
world they live in.

Fellini’s film takes a series of
Petronius’ episodes and scenes
and strings them together.

Visually, it resembles a lot of
modern painting—startling, but
gfter the first impact, uninterest-
ing.

The scenery, the high-colour
camerawork, the sudden images
of painted faces and landscapes
which seem like abstract com-
positions; these are the inventive
side of the film

ATTENTION

Since no scene is held too
long, it keeps your attention, and
sometimes makes you jump in
your seat.

But on the human side it is
barren.

The blurb claims for it ‘the
infinite passion for life’, suggest-
ing that Fellini has recreated the

John DAVIES
Tory Minister of Technology

‘He personally wrote to 12
firms whose total number of
employees amounted to 20,000,
asking what policy they
adopted towards an alcoholic
employee. He promised that
the replies would be regarded
as strictly confidential.

‘About one-third did not
bother to reply. One firm took
the greatest exception to the
insulting suggestion that a firm
of their repute would ever
employ an alcoholic.

‘Others replied they were
happy to report that drunken-
ness in their area was a thing
of the past. The largest firm,
employing some 10,000
employees in three factories,
replied that, in the strictest
confidence, they knew of one
man, but he was overseas and
overtired. So out of some
20,000 workers there was
only one, and he was out of
the country(!)’

Of course, top people know
how to keep such things to
themselves.

Dr Williams reported the
case of two company direc-
tors, one senior and one
junior, members of the same
firm, who happened to con-
sult him on the same.

‘I was quite unaware of
their business relations. Later
they were admitted to my
clinic cn the same day.
Imagine their surprise when
they met, each having heard
the other was “down with
flu” and neither knew the
other was an alcoholic,

‘1 remember, too, how
laughingly they recalled their
successful joint effort to get a
private cocktail bar installed
at the office for the ostensible
refreshment of their clientele.’

So now we know what’s
meant by the term ‘drunk with
power’!

As the strains of industrial
life reach breaking point, we
may find many more managers
being driven to drink.

Cheers!

entagon

roule

THE AMERICAN govern-
ment’s decision to go ahead
with the ‘thin’ Safeguard anti-
ballistic missile system —
designed to ward off a Chinese
nuclear attack — has pleased
the defence contractors and
the Pentagon, but worried a
large number of US scientists.

Over 400 members of the
computing profession have
formed an organization called
‘Computer Professionals
against ABM’, with the object
of alerting prominent politi-
cians and others to the weak-
nesses of the complex com-
puters involved in Safeguard’s
operation.

Conditions

In a leading article, which
appeared last month in the
American computer com-
munity’s weekly paper “Com-
puterworld’, some light is
thrown on the conditions

FELLINI SATYRICON |

. Directed by Frederico
Fellini showing at the
~Prince Charles, London

myth of the vibrant pagan, with-
out longings and without guilt.

But the main characters never
become really human—for a start
they are always being over-
whelmed by the scenery.

And where we do get a close
look at them, if they are not
fighting, feasting or fornicating,
they are in some pose as if they
are trying to say: ‘Oh, what a
deep and murky thing is lifel’,
but never quite knowing how to
put it.

BAD DUBBING

The effect is made worse by
the dubbing, which seems not to
care whether the audience can
grasp what they are saying.

Which is a shame, for the
‘Satyricon’ is full of robust, if
smelly, characters.

Fellini also brings into the
film his fascination with cripples
and freaks.

The intention, I think, is to
communicate in another way
what he finds the bitter and in-
expressible meaning of life,

But the main effect is to add
to the shock-value of the scenery.

‘Satyricon’ brings no hope and
no sorrow, and only the Iess
digestible pleasures of the flesh.
It is depressing to see.

tte

under which the ABM system
was given the go-ahead.

It appears that a majority
of the advisers for the ABM
computer systems come from
computer companies that have,
or hope to get, ABM con-
tracts.

One of the members of the
advisory group, Roy Nutt, is
also vice-president and co-
founder of Computer Sciences
Corporation, which just hap-
pens to be working on three
ABM contracts worth $3.5
million.

Mr Nutt is quoted by ‘Com-
puterworld’ as saying: ‘Let’s
face it, we’re talking about

the national defence.” No
comment.

However, the scientists are
worried that the advisory

group’s ‘patriotism’ may be a
little dangerous.

The computers are by no
means perfect and they have
the ultimate decision on
whether to fire the ABMs or
not.

The warning time for
nuclear attack is mnecessarily
short and no reference can be
made to either top brass or
the White House.

Failure

Large computers especially
have a relatively high failure
rate and the scientists are
‘extremely reluctant to place
so much life-and-death power
in the control of a complex
and untested machine’.

However, by its very nature,
testing the system is out of
the question. Nuclear testing
in the atmosphere is banned
and the defensive nature of
the system means that it has
to be sensitive to a far greater
number of possible situations
than one geared to attack,

Moreover, there is little
chance of any improvement in
the system’s reliability.
Nuclear war is unlikely to be
a common occurrence, thus
giving time for ironing out
gremlins!

Just one small malfunction
or a stray radar signal and the
Pentagon could initiate the
most expensive suicide yet
devised.

Despite the impressive
qualifications displayed by the
anti-ABM  group, however,
the US Defence Department

commented: ‘Our computers
will work’.
Unfortunately, that’s the

problem!

D v e
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Firemen

©® FROM PAGE ONE

‘If that’s the case I'd like
them to tell me what I'm
doing with the other 29
hours I'm at the station.’

This time, the executive
has called for an indepénd-
ent Home Office inquiry
into wages and conditions.

- Inquiries

But firemen are sick and
tired of inquiries.

‘We’ve had the Martech
report, we’ve had the Web-
ber report, and now we've
got the Holroyd report,” one
area official commented
yesterday.

‘As far as money is con-
cerned —and that’s what
wé're worried about —
there’s nothing in these ex-
cept longer hours.

‘Now they’re talking of
an 80-hour week—40 hours
in the station and 40 hours
“on call” at home. I ask
you, which century are we
living in, the 20th or the
15th ?

‘Anothér inquiry will
simply be a delaying tactic,
and we've had enough of
that already.

‘We know what the Tory
government has said already
about local authority wor-
kers and the nationalized
industries. They must think
we're naive.

Sanderstead fireman Keén
Bonter told Workers Press
that in his opinion Londén
men had seen protest ac-
tions before.

Escalate

‘The governors just say:
“Geét on with it lads”. It
hasn’t got a. great deal of
-impact.

‘After this week, I only
hope the executive has the
guts to take the bull by the
horns and escalate the
action.

‘If this wéek doesn’t do
it, and I don’t think it will,
then let’s go in with a bang.’

WEATHER

London area, SE, central southern,
central northern and NW England,
E and Channel Islands: Dry with
sunny periods after mist and fog
patches clear. Wind south, light
or moderate. Very warm. Max,
23C (73F).

SW England: Sunny periods but a
few showers. Wind south, moder-
:(%gF)or fresh. Warm., Max. 20C

Edinburgh, Glasgow area: Dry with
sunny periods after mist or fog
patches clear. iWwnd south,
(rzgg)erate or fresh. Warm. Max. 20C

N Ireland: Cloudy with occasional
rain. Wind south, fresh, locally
strong. Warm. Max. 18C (64F).
Outlook for following 48 hours:
Changeable with rain or showers
in most places but mostly dry at
first in south-east.

PREPARATIONS for a full-scale trade war
between the major capitalist countries, and in
particular between Europe and America, while
never openly discussed, were in the backg
of the International Monetary Fund’s annual

IMF meeling

overshadowed
by frade

—war threat

BY PETER JEFFRIES

meeting at Copenhagen last week.

There are major and unresolved differences
now existing between the leading financiers
about the entire future of the Bretton Woods
arrangements which established the IMF and
laid the basis for the post-war international

monetary system.

In Copenhagen this
has taken the form of
a growing conflict be-
tween the Americans
and the representatives
of the Common Market
countries about the
degree of ‘flexibility’
that should be built in-
to the financial system.

Nixon’s advisors, faced with
a growing balance of payments
deficit, have pressed their
demands of the last 18 months
for a relaxation of IMF rules
governing the conditions for
currency devaluation, together
with a wider margin in which
currencies could float around
their ‘par’ values.

On the other hand, the
European bankers have spent
the week discussing plans for
closer European montetary co-

................................

ARAFAT TO EXPLAIN
See page one
Damascus, Monday: Guer-
rilla chief Yassir Arafat flew
here yesterday from Cairo to
explain to his supporters in

Damascus and ‘liberated’ N
Jordan why he signed the co-
existence agreement with King
Hussein.

PIT CLOSURE MEETING

Miners’ leaders representing
the 450 men who are to lose
their jobs at Sunderland’s
Silksworth colliery are to meet
Coal Board officials this week.

Silksworth miners are press-
ing for no less of earnings on
transfer, a choice of new work-
place and the pit’s new man-
ning requirements to be filled
before any transfers.

SUBSCRIBE NOW
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| would like to subscribe to Workers Press for

* troops

........................................

JORDAN TROPS BREACH
CEASEFIRE—REPORT
Beirut, Monday: Jordanian

have been shelling

guerrilla positions in_the

Ajloun area, 30 miles NW of

Amman, since this morning

in breach of the ceasefire,

according to the Voice of

Palestine radio.

The guerrilla claim, if con-
firmed, would be the first
major breach of the truce
since King Hussein, guerrilla
leader Yassir Arafat, and Arab
heads of state signed a co-
existence agreement in Cairo.

Ajloun was the scene of a
series of clashes during the
Jordan fighting and was last
reported in Fedayeen hands.
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operation aimed at reducing
the possible fluctuation in
currency movements against
the dollar and aiming ultim-
ately at a common EEC
currency.

All these plans involve the
undermining of the basis of
the Bretton Woods agreement.

This is aimed at reduction
in currency movements, to
avoid the convulsions of the
1930s, together with a firm
commitment that all currencies
would be tied directly to the
dollar, which in turn was
linked to gold.

In démanding a return to
more ‘flexibility’ the Americans
are serving notice on the other
capitalist countries that they
intend them to carry the brunt
of the growing crisis.

Looming up behind these
differences on financial mat-
ters is a trade war.

Already a bill is proceeding
through the United States
Congress aimed at limiting
the import of Japanese textiles
and other goods into America.
This move has now been
followed by similar moves
against Japanese export of
television sets.

Warning

Last week Mr Pierre Rinfret,
a leading American economic
consultant, warned his busi-
ness friends to prepare for
this trade battle ahead and
urged the American govern-
ment to assist US competitors
in a more determined way.

Citing such devices as tax
rebates, credit insurance and
assorted export financing

arrangements, Mr Rinfret de- .

clared : .

‘Unless the US joins in that
game there is going to be
more trouble in that area.’

‘There is,” he went on, ‘no
such thing as free enterprise
in foreign trade. It néver
existed.’

Similar opposition is mount-
ing from Europe to US plans
aimed at expanding Special
Drawing Rights (SDRs).

European  bankers have
warned the Americans
throughout the last week that
unless the American deficit is
significantly reduced, they
will not agree to a further
activation of SDRs—hailed six
months ago as a source of
additional liquidity — due to
ogegate from the beginning of
1973.

Weapon

Sections of European capi-
tal, notably in France, fear
that a further expansion of
SDRs will give the Americans
an additional weapon in the
growing struggle for exports
as well as do nothing to cor-
rect the inherent instability in
the world monetary system,
focused as it is on the un-
stable position of the dollar.

But the European ‘unity’ on
this and other matters is ex-
tremely shaky.

Thus the countries with
‘stronger’ currencies, notably
W Germany, have tended to
give some support to Nixon’s
proposals, while others, like
Italy and the United Kingdom,
have seen them as immediate
threats to their exchange
rates.

British Chancellor of the
Exchequer Mr Anthony
Barber’s IMF address stressed
that freely floating exchange
rates would mean a danger of
a return to the conditions
of the 1930s with a cycle of
currency devaluations and a
collapse of world trade.

The real meaning of the
IMF Conference for the work-
ing class is clear: there can be
no ‘peaceful’ or ‘agreed’ solu-
tion to the growing crisis of
trade and finance.

The capitalist system in-
creasingly heads towards an-
archy in which matters will
not be sorted out around the
conference table but in bitter
struggle of capitalist country
against capitalist country in
which the only agreement will
be the need to defeat the
organized strength of the
European and American work-
ing class.

round
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LETTER

Sydney, September 23 — For
those who were in any doubt
about what was meant by
politicians and police when
they spoke of law and order,
the recent anti-Vietnam War
Moratorium rallies came as a
sharp lesson.

In the space of a few hours
police in Sydney and Adelaide
arrested 300 marchers, and
clubbed, booted, punched and
threw to the floor
hundreds of others.

For the Sydney marchers,
mostly students, it was more

than a defeat, it was a
massacre.
But it was also a very

valuable political lesson.
Hundreds of the 15,000 who
began walking down the city
streets singing ‘Give peace a
chance’ had literally changed
their tune to something more
appropriate when they saw
what the boys in blue thought
of their peace efforts.

Inadequate

It also revealed the total
inadequacy of the liberal-
peacenik leadership.

While hundreds of police
were massing in the road to
wait for the University of
Sydney contingent to march,

many.

Moratorium leaders were still
telling their audience what
stupid ‘pigs’ they had for an
enemy.

Minutes later the same
stupid pigs had broken their
‘right to march in the streets’
into a demoralized shuffle
along the pavements with a
show of brute strength not
seen in Sydney for a long
time.

The liberal leadership of
the march capitulated to pres-
sure from both police and
Labour Party leadership a few
days before the march over
the right to occupy the streets.

Permission to march was
applied for, and refused bﬂ
the police. This, coupled wit
several changes of venue, led
to confusion among marchers
and made the well-planned
smashing of the demonstration
that much easier.

Blew up

But the well-prepared law-
and-order issue blew up in
the face of the ruling Tories.

That the police-provoked
violence in Sydney was Kite-
flying for a New South Wales
by-election was evident.

As State Premier Askin put
it, after the ‘disgraceful be-
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haviour’ of a large number of
demonstrators, the issue for
the electors is clear.
Unfortunately for Mr Askin
and his reactionary party the
clarity revealed to the voters
persuaded them to vote for

the Labour Party, with a 9 per
cent swing in that direction.

Not that Labour Party
leaders were opposed to
jumping on the law-and-order
bandwagon.

NSW opposition leader Mr
Hills attacked the Moratorium,
as did leaders in Tasmania
and S Australia.

Overlooked

A Labour Party anti-war
rally in Sydney two days after
the Moratorium conveniently
overlooked the Mr Hills’ stand.

And the Federal Party

leader, Mr Gough Whitlam,
issued a mildly critical state-
ment about the police violence.

The audience was then
witness to the Labour Party
and union big guns speaking
in opposition to the Vietnam
war — without the words
socialism or imperialism be-
ing mentioned once.

A Royal Commission will
be held into the cause of
violence on the Adelaide
march, and efforts are being
made for the same in Sydney.

But no one should expect
any condemnation of the
police to come out of such
liberal doings.

Labour Premier of South
Australia Mr Dunstan pre-
pared an escape for the police
while announcing the Com-
mission when he said that
he had received no allegation
that the police had over-
stepped their powers.

Heed words

Efforts will be made to
see that such political/police
action does not create the
same unfavourable back-lash
again.

Though  future demon-
strators, whether students or
trade unionists, should heed
the words of Inspector Plat-
fuss of Melbourne police who
was in charge of a university
contingent of the march, more
than any liberals expressing
dismay at events.

Inspector Platfuss said:

‘But they needed what they
got. They got some baton to-
day and they’ll get a lot more
in the future.

open up

strike battle

BY A WORKERS PRESS CORRESPONDENT

THE SITUATION in the W German steel and engineer- -
ing industry is growing more tense following widespread

unofficial strikes last Friday.

The national union involved—IG-Metall, led by Social
Democrat Otto Brenner—is claiming a straight 15 per cent

increase to compensate for the soaring cost of living.

The employers have offered
a derisory 9 per cent for
steelworkers and 7 per cent
for engineering and car-
workers.

Their refusal to budge led
to the abandonment of talks
on Friday in the key region
of N Rhine-Westphalia (which
includes the Ruhr industrial
complex).

The committee of union
leaders responsible for con-
tracts in the whole of West
Germany will meet in Bochum
on Thursday to decide whether
to pursue the claim (involving
4} million workers) on a
regional or natjonal basis.

The workers’ determination
to force their leaders to fight
culminated in a wave of
strikes on Friday which left
the employers and the capital-
ist press breathless.

DOWNED TOOLS

Without any lead from
union leaders over 90,000
workers downed tools in many
of the most important West
European plants.

At the Opel car plant in
Russelheirh 40,000 struck and
marched through the town
shouting ‘15 per cent and not
a pfennig less!’.

At the Demag plant in
Duisburg 15,000 downed tools;
at the Westfalenhuette steel-
works and the Krupp factories
in Essen a total of 12,000;
at Opel in Bochum 9,000; at
Daimler-Benz in Mannheim
8,000; and the Ford factory
in Cologne, where 12,000
struck, several workers were
injured, two of them seriously,
in clashes following manage-
ment provocations.

This sudden eruption has
left union leaders, and
Brandt’s Social Democratic
cabinet, with little room for
manoeuvre,

DON'T KNOW

Brenner's deputy, Loderer,
national vice-president of IG-
Metall, said:

‘Those who thought up this
offer—an increase of only 7
per cent—and have the nerve
to state it publicly have
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learned nothing from the
events of last year and know
nothing of the feelings on the
shop floor.’

Such phrases do not, of
course, mean that ‘the union
bureaucrats are any the less
intent on a sell-out.

There is now extreme pres-
sure from the employers and
the Christian Democrats on
Brandt’s coalition to call a
halt to inflation.

In the parliamentary debate
on the budget last week the
Bavarian ultra-rightist Strauss
bitterly denounced ‘the gal-
loping, rampant inflation,
which has reached, under this
government, an intolerable
level’.

STRONGER

This movement of the Ger-
man working class is even
stronger than the bitter un-
official strikes which crippled
the industry a year ago.

Brandt and his Social
Democrats came to power
after that wave of industrial
struggle, but now the wage
claims being pushed forward
threaten his policies of class
collaboration after less than
a year of his coalition in office.

Some of the 40,000 workers who struck at Opel’s Russelheim plant

ALL TRADES
UNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

SW LONDON: Tuesday, September
29, 8 p.m. Prince’'s Head, Falcon
Rd, SWI1l. ‘Build a new leadership
in the unions’,

LEEDS: Wednesday, September 30,
8 ,p.m. Trade Council Club. ‘The
Pf]kington struggle and the fight
fgair}st the proposed anti-union
aws’,

Arabs march

Sound

® FROM PAGE ONE

stressed that the TUC was
still ‘fulfilling the obligations
it gave to the Labour govern-
ment — for who has worked
harder than Victor Feather for
industrial peace in this
country ?’

Complaining that the gov-
ernment was °‘spoiling for a
fight’, ‘picking a quarrel’ on
trade union legislation and
had ‘already turned its back
on conciliation’, he drew
attention to the TUC's work
towarsd new procedures, more
orderly collective bargaining
and changes in trade union
rule books.

There*was more fire from
Salford West MP Stan Orme.

He expressed confidence
that the Party’s national ex-
ecutive would fight to imple-
ment conference policy and
hoped that the Parliamentary
Party would do the same —
‘not a sham battle’.

The Party should be united
to defend the unions.

If this was done, he said,
‘the government will not be

H strong enough to resist’.
in London
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Taking no chances...

THE US-BACKED puppet regime in S Korea is taking no
chances on its popularity. Dictator Park Chung Hee has given
orders that the anti-aircraft batteries of the capital, Seoul,
are to shoot down all aircraft entering a zone of three miles
surrounding his presidential palace. The orders apply to all
aircraft; domestic and foreign, military and civilian. They are
prorll:pted by fears that pilots may be tempted to drop a bomb
on him.

AMBODL 7ONISY o

A THOUSAND members and
supporters of the Palestine
Solidarity Campaign — many
of them Arab students —
marched to the United States
and Jordanian embassies on
Saturday to protest against
the massacre of Palestinians
in Jordan.

Ten people were arrested
when fighting broke out out-
side the Jordanian embassy,
which was protected by a
large force of police.

Cairo

agreement

@ FROM PAGE ONE

Nasser was presented as the
main hope for a Middle-East
settlement:

‘It is quite natural to recog-
nize the great part played by
the UAR, and the role of
President Nasser personally.
It is not fortuitous that the
leaders of the Arab countries
have chosen Cairo for their
emergency meeting. Thus
great appreciation is shown of
the efforts of the UAR not
only to stop the fratricidal
fighting in Jordan, but also
to remove completely the con-
sequence of Israeli aggression,
by political means on the
basis of the Security Council
resolution of November 1967.
(Emphasis added.)

Moscow Radio was over-
joyed, therefore, by Saturday’s
deal, which would ‘normalize
the relations between the Pal-
estinian patriots and the Jor-
danian authorities.’

Crushing

When the Kremlin talks of
‘normalization’, be it in Jor-
dan or Czechoslovakia, it
means the crushing of all
re volutionary forces.

Nixon’s Deputy Defence
Secretary David Packard an-
nounced as the deal was signed
that the US will provide
Hussein with all the arms he
requires to rebuild his forces
to their pre-civil war strength.

The Kremlin has also
weighed in with a proposal
for a joint US-Soviet force
to police the Jordanian fron-
tiers, a move which is clearly
intended to isolate the Pales-
tinians in Jordan from any
support they might win in
Syria and other neighbouring
Arab states.

And if Hussein is unable to
contain the guerrillas, then
this force can obviously be
used against them.

Unlike the guerrilla leader-
ships, °‘left’ as well as pro-
Nasser, the counter-revolu-
tionary forces went into the
fight prepared.

Onslaught

Contrast the fury of Hus-
sein’s anti-guerrilla onslaught
with the wretched retreat of
the Royalist army before the
Zionist invaders in June 1967!

Hussein’s main enemy is at
home—the Palestinian and
Jardanian people.

While we salute the heroism

and audacity of the Popular
Front for the Liberation of
Palestine, in particular for its
selfless stand against the
Royalists in Amman, we must
point out that this devotion
and courage must be harnessed
to a revolutionary strategy and
programme if the movement
is to win.

CZECHS
TRADE WITH
PORTUGAL

'‘CZECHOSLOVAKIA'S Stalin-
ist regime, which recently
opened up diplomatic relations
with fascist Spain, has just
concluded a trade deal with
Portugal.

This will involve the supply
of cylinders from the Skoda
works in Plzen to the Por-
tuguese firm Siderurgica.

A Moscow mission made
contact with Portugal’s fascist
regime during the visit of a
Soviet ballet corps to Lisbon
earlier this year.

These cynical dealings with
the most barbaric colonialist
regime in Europe are a telling
refutation of the Stalinist
claim that the Kremlin inter-

vened in Czechoslovakia to
defend  ‘proletarian  inter-
nationalism’.

Clashes
when
Nixon
starts
Italy
tour

BY DAVID BARNES

PRESIDENT Nixon’s
whistle-stop European
tour started on Satur-
day evening with the
descent of his helicop-
ter into the courtyard
of Italian President
Saragat’s Quirinal
Palace in Rome.

‘Security’ was tightened
with the presence of 15,000
riot police stationed in and
around the capital to prevent
any too close éncounters be-
tween the Italian workers’
movement and the arch-
butcher of imperialism.

Simultaneously a demonstra-
tion of over 15,000 marched
to Rome's San Giovanni
Square to protest against his
visit.

Feeling was high in Italy,
where rank-and-file pressure

TG T
Reform strike

on Friday

ITALY’s ° main (Stalinist-
dominated) trade union, the
CGIL, confirmed at the
weekend the decision for a
two-hour national strike on
Friday in support of inter-
union demands for reforms
in health and housing.
Socialists in the union
leadership had opposed any
strike action at all, claiming
the need for ‘unity’ with
the Catholic and Social-
Democratic unions,

TR

has compelled Communist
Party leaders to support the
Palestinian guerrillas.

A march on Sunday by
workers and students near the
US embassy led to fierce
clashes with the police.

Demonstrations were also
called in many other Italian
cities, including Naples — to-
day's stop on Nixon’s itinerary.

Sunday’s demonstration in
Rome was a shining exercise
in ‘left unity’—extending right
into Nixon’s entourage.

Sharing the platform with
notorious ‘left’ Stalinist Ber-
linguer was Enrico Manca,
leading member of the Italian
Socialist Party.

Meanwhile Manca’s fellow-
‘Socialist’ (and deputy Prime
Minister in the centre-left
coalition) De Martino was
patiently waiting, with a bevy
of assorted fellow-democrats,
to welcome Nixon at the
Quirinal.

Faiidres
in E German

economic
plan

THE E GERMAN Council of

Ministers last week announced
a total deficit of 3,000 million
marks in agriculture, building
and industry in the 1970
economic plan. :

They blamed wéather con-
ditions, including severe win-
ters in the last two years, and
the dry summer.

It resulted in unplanned
imports of food and consump-
tion goods amounting to 500
million marks.

In an attempt to correct the
situation an increased share
of the total product is to go
to industrial investment, with
a concentration of ‘all efforts
and all means’ on the sectors
of ‘highest economic
efficiency’.

This will involve a cutback
in building of houses, schools,
creches etc.—that is to say
that the burden of breakdown
in economic planning is to be
foisted on to the working
class.

The government com-
muniqué admitted the need
for ‘improved planning, léader-
ship and control’.

Six Basques face
death sentence

SIX MEMBERS of the
Basque revolutionary social-
ist movement (ETA) face
the threat of death sen-
tences from Franco’s fascist
regime.

They are among 16 who
will appear on charges be-
fore a secret military tri-
bunal in Burgos in October.

Their trial has already
been delayed for a year,
during which they have been
held in jail in harsh con-
ditions.

The prosecutor will re-
quest death sentences for
Francisco Xavier Izco,
Joaquin Grostidi, Francisco
Xavier Larena, José-Maria
Dorronsoro, Eduardo Uriarte
and Mario Onaindia.

Their alleged ‘crime’ is
the assassination, in July

1968, of Manzanas, chief of
the political police in
Guipuzcoa province and
notorious for his use of tor-
ture against opponents of
the Franco dictatorship.

All six are already serving
long jail sentences on other
political charges.

Izco, for example, faces
a 39-year term for his part
in a courageous attempt to
rescue a young girl, also a
Basque fighter,
from the prison in Pamplona
at the end of 1968.

Their trial throws into
the sharpest possible light
the vile treachery of Stalin’s
successors in the Kremlin
and E Europe, moving every
day towards closer relations
and diplomatic recognition
of Franco’s murderous dic-
tatorship.

liberation
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