How to
tiefeat
the anti-
union laws

MANY organizations in the

working-class movement
have called on the Trades
Union Congress to oppose,
the Tory ‘scabs’ charter’.

Communist Party leader John
Gollan, in attacking the bill
as an employers’ charter

which would make the
working class ‘a tame
adjunct of the CIR,

demanded the re-call of the
TUC ‘to consider industrial

action against anti-union
attacks’.

No. 1 region of the Transport
and General Workers'
Union — the biggest in
Britain — has urged the

mobilization of the trade
union movement against the
Tories.

The London district Com-
mittee of the Confederation
of Shipbuilding and En-
gineering Unions has asked
for a re-call of the TUC to
act against the ‘reforms’ and
called on the CSEU, meet-
ing in York today, to
implement the
total opposition passed at
its conference last June.

Mersey dock stewards and
the SE Essex district com-
mittee of the Amalgamated
Engineering and Foundry-
workers have also demanded
a recalled TUC.

Many trade union officials
such as Alex Kitson of the
Scottish Motormen. George
Wright of the T&GWU and
Mick McGahey the Scottish
miners’ president, have also
attacked the proposed bill.

Nevertheless, with the excep-
tion of the Socialist Labour
League and Workers Press,
not one of these organiza-
tions or individuals has out-
lined a specific course of
action to defeat not only the
‘shackles’ of Carr and
Heath, but the Tory govern-
ment as well.

This is a grave danger since
such an attitude is not
based on outright rejection
of Toryism, but on opposi-
tion to one aspect of Tory
rule.

All these protests become
virtually meaningless be-
cause they leave the initia-
tive in TUC hands while
not committing it to any
action.

This kind of opposition is
informed by the fatal
reformist fallacy that, given
enough pressure, the Tories
can be moved like the
Labour government was in
1969.

This, of course, is dangerous
nonsense.

The Tory government is not a
government of right-wing
reformists, but one of the
monopolies, by the mono-
polies and for the mono-

polies.
Its sole inspiration is the
maximization of  profit

through the ruthless pursuit
and destruction of all
organized working - class
resistance and the creation
of mass unemployment.

‘Monopoly capitalism,” wrote
Trotsky, ‘is less and less
willing to reconcile itself to
the independence of trade
unions.

‘It demands of the reformist
bureaucracy and the labour
aristocracy who pick crumbs
from its banquet table that

they become transformed
into its political police
before the eyes of the

working class. If that is not
achieved, the labour bureau-
cracy is driven away and
replaced by the fascists.’

This is precisely what the
Tories are trying to do
through their anti-union
laws.

They want to smash the
working-class resistance by
incorporating the union
bureaucracy into its repres-
sive apparatus so that at a
later stage it can eliminate
the bureaucracy as well and
replace it with a British
version of the German
Labour Front in the 1930s.

The passage of these hated
laws will constitute the first
step towards the naked dic-

tatorship of capital in
Britain,
These actions express the

death agony of capitalism
and not its strength or
dynamism.

Like King Charles I's attacks
on parliament in the 17th
century, the Tories’ attacks
on the trade unions today
are bound to provoke the
most far-reaching revolu-
tionary repercussions which
will decide the fate of
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BY JOHN SPENCER

talks at the UN.

Sheffield
Stalinists
_dally on
Pilkington
blacking

BACKING for the sacked
Pilkington glassworkers at St
Helens and Pontypool has
come from Sheffield’s Amal-
gamated  Engineering and
Foundryworkers’ No. 2 branch
and from the joint shop stew-
ards’ committee at the city’s
Daniel Doncaster engineering
plant.

The No. 2 branch is calling
on the AEF executive council,
district committee and all
affiliated organizations to sup-
port the victimized men.

It demands that the union’s
executive call on the Trades
Union Congress to implement
a nationwide ‘black’ on Pil-
kington glass until they are
reinstated.

The Doncaster stewards
have supported a similar reso-
lution and donated £10 to the
Pilkington rank-and-file com-
mittee’s fighting fund.

But the Communist Party-
dominated Sheffield AEF dis-
trict committee, after receiv-
ing a previous resolution from
the city’s No. 2 branch, has
contemptuously requested
clarification on what is meant
by ‘blacking’: does this mean
factory ‘blacking’ or a call on
members not to buy Pilking-
ton glass ?

The branch has replied by
expressing concern that ‘in a
serious attack on the working
class by the employers and
the Tory government on the
right to strike and the right
to a job, 250 victimized,
sacked and blacklisted wor-
kers at St Helens and Ponty-
pool have not received the
immediate support of the dis-
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East

THE WAR DANGER in the Middle East is
harshly underlined by the United States decision
to pull out of the four-power deputy ambassador

This move is part of a concerted drive to
force a confrontation with the Soviet Union,
and, in particular, to force the withdrawal of
Soviet missiles from the Suez Canal zone.

Nixon feels confident that he can do in

Suez what Kennedy was able to do in Cuba

in 1962.

According to one source it
"seems that US .pressure has

already forced the USSR to
call off its attempts to build
a submarine base in Cuba.

The tendency towards im-
perialist war and confrontation
in the Middle East is linked
with the growing world eco-
nomic crisis of imperialism
and the prospect of furtheér
revolutionary outbreaks in the
Arab world. )

Preparation along these
lines formed an important
part of Nixon's European
tour. }

i

The main aim of his discus-
sions with Yugoslavian presi-
dent Tito, Spanish dictator
Franco and Tory Prime Minis-
ter Heath was to sound out
the possibilities of further
pressure on the Soviet Union
and to strengthen NATO de-
termination in the face of the
Soviet naval build-up in the
E Mediterranean.

Feels strong

After ' the Jordanian war,
when he successfully black-
mailed the Soviet Union into
pressing Syria to withdraw its
forces, Nixon now feels strong
enough to tighten the screws
on the Soviet bureaucracy.

That is why the United
States is simultaneously arm-
ing Israel and making men-
acing noises about Soviet mis-
siles near the Suez Canal.

If the Egyptians do not
withdraw, then there is every
reason to beliéve that Nixon
will give the go-ahead to his
Israeli-piloted Phantoms: to
attack the missile sites.

The United States no
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FRENCH ex-president General
de Gaulle, in a new volume
of his memoirs published to-
day, said US president Ken-
nedy told him the United
States would wuse nuclear
weapons rather than let the
Soviet Union conquer Europe.

The book, which covers the
years 1958-1962 also reveals
that after the 1956 Suez in-
vasion, France helped Israel
start a plant near Beersheba
to manufacture plutoninm.

Atomic bombs could one
day have beem produced at
this plant, he adds. De Gaulle
says he stopped this aid, to-
gether with the system which
gave the Israelis access to all
ech&elons of the French general
staff.

US war threat
In the Middle

- TORY CONFERENCE
No going back
on union law
—says Carr

BY A WORKERS PRESS CORRESPONDENT

THERE WOULD be no going back on the Tory

anti-union proposals,

Employment Minister

Robert Carr told the Conservative Party Con-
ference in Blackpool yesterday afternoon.

Leap in factory
deaths and
accidents

REPORTED accidents at work rose by 3.2 per
cent last year to a new record figure of 322,390
according to Her Majesty’s Inspector of Factories

yesterday.

Fatalities also increased by
24 to 649. Deaths connected
with transport and construc-
tion almost doubled to 35.

Faced with these shock
figures the Inspectorate has
decided to conduct research
into factories and areas that
show low and high ratios of
injuries and deaths.

Top of table

Top of the injury table
again were Yorkshire and
Humberside which include the
towns of Sheffield, Rotherham
and Wakefield, where 71 em-
ployees per thousand were
injured last year.

Excluding mining, which is
not covered by the Inspec-
torate of Factories, the most
dangerous work last year was
that connected with coke
ovens and the manufacture of
fuel, where 115.5 employees
per thousand sustained injury.

No knowledge

. Despite_years of investiga-
tion, the Inspectorate appears

BY STEPHEN JOHNS

to have no knowledge of the
causes of the current increases.
That it is only now investi-
gating factories and certain
areas must be a source of
anger to workers who run the
growing risks of maiming and
death in Britain's factories.

The Inspectorate do not
appear to attach importance
to the effect of speed-up
caused by productivity deals
and Measured-Day Work.

Yet these new methods of
exploitation, as one Cambridge
professor of medicine has
pointed out recently, intensify
work to breaking point and
undoubtedly  heighten the
danger of accidents.

His proposed Industrial
Relations Bill he said, ‘is not
a Bill against anybody except
those who act unfairly and
irresponsibly in our society.

‘As far as the trade unions
are concerned, its purpose,
and I am sure its effect, will
be to strengthen constitutional
trade union authority, while
at the same time making the
trade unions more accountable
and more responsible both to
their own members and the
community as a whole.’

Underlining the corporatist
character of his Bill, and
appealing to the union bureau-
cracy, he added:

‘The trouble as a whole is
not that the trade unions of
this country are tco strong—
the trouble is that they are
too weak and the fact that
95 per cent of our strikes start
as unofficial is proof positive
of that fact.

Earlier, Carr had attacked
‘the terrible state of industrial
relations in some important

sectors of British industry
today, such as the motor
industry’.

The law would be increas-
ingly influential in creating
environments in which man-
agements, unions, and indivi-
dual employers could conduct
relationships with greater con-
fidence and mutual benefit, he
said.
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‘Fewer jobs’ forecast

THE NUMBER of jobs available is likely to decline more
rapidly during the rest of the year, according to a forecast
by the ‘Manpower’ employment agency, Hardest hit will be
retailing of new and used cars, bricks, pottery, cement, brew-

ing and soft drink production.
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£1.200 Fund at
£37 15s 2d

THE APPEAL fund this
month stands at £37 15s 2d.
The production of the Workers
Press six days a week starts
next Monday. To help this big
step forward we have in-
creased our target to £1,250 to
be raised by October 3.

The Tory attacks against
the working class and the
unions are clearly being an-
swered by tens of thousands
of strikers. Council workers,
ambulancemen, carworkers are
challenging this Tory rule.

Make the Workers Press a
fighting political weapon in
the hands of these workers, It
is the only paper that cam-
paigns to mobilize the indus-
trial and political strength of
the working class to defend
the trade unions against Tory
attack. .

Send your donations im-
mediately to:

Workers Press Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4
TGN R

PRICE 6d.

Murmur from Sheffield

- Labour

must

back

council men

BY DAVID MAUDE

SIXTY THOUSAND

council workers are

expected to be involved in the four council
unions’ ‘rolling strike’ campaign for a 55s pay
increase and improvements in fringe benefits

by the end of this week.

#®

‘They think they’re running things in there, but they're not,’

commented one GEMWU member concerning County Hall scab

labour still working the West Ham, London, sewage pumping

station yesterday (seen above). ‘All you want is a few hours

heavy rain and they’'ll really see what our work’s like. Some-

times you have to clear the screens of muck with your bare
hands. I can see them doing that.’

Southampton busmen
to strike indefinitely

BY A WORKERS PRESS CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHAMPTON Corporation busmen begin
an indefinite strike tomorrow in support of
the pay claim for a £20 basic wage.

One busman said the
unions had tried to cool
them off with the overtime
ban, which was like ‘cutting
off your nose to spite your
face’.

They had ‘put one arm

behind their backs’ by
making the negotiations
local.

This is a reference to the
T&GWU leadership’s with-
drawal from the national
negotiation machinery and
trying to split all action on
the claim onto a local area
basis.

+ went

Ambulances
out in London

LONDON ambulance men
out on a ‘lightning
strike’ yesterday -as part of the
action over the wage claim
for all council men.

More than 1,000 members
of the T&GWU, NUPE and
G&MWU, together with some
members of the Federation of
Ambulance Personnel, joined
the strike.

In a bid to hold the line
against councils breaking ranks
and settling locally, Aldérman
Frank Marshall, chairman of
the Association of Municipal
Corporations * said in Leeds
yesterday that such settle-
ments were ‘short-sighted’
both from the men’s and
councils’ point of view.

His statement — that ‘if
everyone had to negotiate in
his own backyard the small
RDC's and UDC’s employees
would get a very depressed
wage indeed’—is not only a
declaration that the councils,
backed by the Tory govern-
ment, are going to stand firm,
but a warning to rank-and-file
workers against any piecemeal
settlement of their claim by
union leaders.

The councilmen’s rank-and-
file leaders must stick to their
détermination not to return
until the full claim is granted
in all ‘its aspects.

TWO SUPPORT

In fact only two of the 30
Labour - controlled borough
councils in England and Wales
have so far registered support
for the workers’ claim,

According to Party spokes-
men at Transport House
yesterday, Labour leadérs—
despite last week’s Blackpool
resolution declaring ‘full sup-
port for the efforts of trade
unions to secure higher wages’
— do not intend to issue
‘éither instructions or advice’
to Labour majorities to settle.

Neither was any statement
of overall policy ‘in the pipe-
line’ from party secretary Sir
Harry Nicholas.

Sixteen local authorities —
mostly small Labour-controlled

‘towns or urban district coun-

¢ils, but including a Tory
council at Péterborough —
have either passed resolutions
supporting the 55s claim, are
anxious to start paying now,
or have wired the employers’
national leaders for a change
of attitude, the National Union

of Public Employees  said
yesterday.

NUPE TALKS
NUPE officials went to

Stevenage yesterday for talks
with the council there, which
says it supports the claim.
Merthyr Tydfil and Norwich
Labour - controlled councils
have made a move to back
the strikers, although NUPE
claims there are ‘murmurs’
from the Labour majority at
Sheflield. )
In Manchester, schools were

shut down yesterday as
hundreds of caretakers,
cleaners and canteen staff

demonstrated outside the city
offices.

‘Woman strikers later
marched through the cor-
ridors near a council meeting
chanting slogans.

The strike began spreading
to the NE yesterday and the
process is expected to continue
today. :

MEETING

Hands off the unions!

GREET
THE SIX-DAY
workers firess

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18
Poplar (;!vlc Hall, Bow Road

7.30 p.m.

SPEAKERS

G. Healy {SLL National Secretary)
G. Caughey (Chairman Pilkington’s Rank and

File Committee)
Roy Battersby

John Simmance (YS National Secretary)

Adm 2s

Chalrman : C. Slaughter (SLL Central Committee member)




How o
defeal
the anti-
union laws

MANY organizations in the

working-class movement
have called on the Trades
Union Congress to oppose
the Tory ‘scabs’ charter’.

Communist Party leader John
Gollan, in attacking the bill
as an employers’ charter

which would make the
working class ‘a tame
adjunct of the CIR’,

demanded the re-call of the
TUC ‘to consider industrial

action against anti-union
attacks’.

No. 1 region of the Transport
and General Workers’
Union — the biggest in
Britain — has urged the

mobilization of the trade
union movement against the
Tories.

The London district Com-
mittee of the Confederation
of Shipbuilding and En-
gineering Unions has asked
for a re-call of the TUC to
act against the ‘reforms’ and
called on the CSEU, meet-

“ing in York today, to
implement
total opposition passed at
its conference last June.

Mersey dock stewards and
the SE Essex district com-
mittee of the Amalgamated
Engineering and Foundry-
workers have also demanded
a recalled TUC.

Many trade wunion officials
such as Alex Kitson of the
Scottish Motormen, George
Wright of the T&GWU and
Mick McGahey the Scottish
miners’ president, have also
attacked the proposed bill.

Nevertheless, with the excep-
tion of the Socialist Labour
League and Workers Press,
not one of these organiza-
tions or individuals has out-
lined a specific course of
action to defeat not only the
!shackles’ of Carr and
Heath, but the Tory govern-
ment as well.

This is a grave danger since
such an attitude is not
based on outright rejection
of Toryism, but on opposi-
tion to one aspect of Tory
rule.

All these protests become
virtually meaningless be-
cause they leave the initia-
tive in TUC hands while
not committing it to any
action.

This kind of opposition is
informed by the fatal
reformist fallacy that, given
enough pressure, the Tories
can be moved like the
Lz;l%%ur government was in

This, of course, is dangerous
nonsense.

The Tory government is not a
government of right-wing
reformists, but one of the
monopolies, by the mono-
polies and for the mono-

polies.
Its sole inspiration is the
maximization of  profit

through the ruthless pursuit
and destruction of all
organized working - class
resistance and the creation
of mass unemployment.

‘Monopoly capitalism,’ wrote
Trotsky, ‘is less and less
willing to reconcile itself to
the independence of trade
unions.

‘It demands of the reformist
bureaucracy and the labour
aristocracy who pick crumbs
from its banquet table that
they . become transformed
into its political police
before the eyes of the
working class. If that is not
achieved, the labour bureau-
cracy is driven away and
replaced by the fascists.’

This is precisely what the
Tories are trying to do
through their anti-union
laws.

They want to smash the
working-class resistance by
incorporating the union
bureaucracy into its repres-
sive apparatus so that at a
later stage it can eliminate
the bureaucracy as well and
replace it with a British
version of the German
Labour Front in the 1930s.

The passage of these hated
laws will constitute the first
step towards the naked dic-

tatorship of capital in
Britain.
These actions express the

death agony of capitalism
and not its strength or
dynamism.

Like King Charles I's attacks
on parliament in the 17th
century, the Tories’ attacks
on the trade unions today
are bound to provoke the
most far-reaching revolu-
tionary repercussions which
will decide the fate of
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the policy of:

Sheffield
Stalinists
“dally on

Pilkington
blacking

BACKING for the sacked
Pilkington glassworkers at St
Helens and Pontypool has
come from Sheffield’s Amal-
gamated  Engineering and
Foundryworkers’ No. 2 branch
and from the joint shop stew-
ards’ committee at the . city’s
Daniel Doncaster engineering
plant.

The No. 2 branch is calling
on -the AEF executive council,
district committee and all
affiliated organizations to sup-
port the victimized men.

It demands that the union’s
executive call on the Trades
Union Congress to implement
a nationwide °‘black’ on Pil-
kington glass until they are
reinstated.

The Doncaster stewards
have supported a similar reso-
lution and donated £10 to the
Pilkington rank-and-file com-
mittee’s fighting fund.

But the Communist Party-
dominated Sheffield AEF dis-
trict committee, after receiv-
ing a previous resolution from
the city’s No. 2 branch, has
contemptuously requested
clarification on what is meant
by ‘blacking’: does this mean
factory ‘blacking’ or a call on
members not to buy Pilking-
ton glass ?

The branch has replied by
expressing concern that ‘in a
serious attack on the working
class by the employers and
the Tory government on the
right to strike and the right
to a job, 250 Vvictimized,
sacked and blacklisted wor-
kers at St Helens and Ponty-
pool have not received the
immediate support of the dis~
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BY JOHN SPENCER

THE WAR DANGER in the Middle East is

harshly underlined by the United States decision
to pull out of the four-power deputy ambassador

talks at the UN.

This move is part of a concerted drive to
force a confrontation with the Soviet Union,
and, in particular, to force the withdrawal of
Soviet missiles from the Suez Canal zone.

Nixon feels confident that he can do in
Suez what Kennedy was able to do in Cuba

in 1962.

According to one source it

' seems that US .pressure has

already forced the USSR to
call off its attempts to build
a submarine base in Cuba.

The tendency towards im-
perialist war and confrontation
in the Middle East is linked
with the growing world eco-
nomic crisis of imperialism
and the prospect of furthér
revolutionary outbreaks in the
Arab world.

Preparation along these
lines formed an important
part of Nixon’s European
tour. )

The main aim of his discus-
sions with Yugoslavian presi-
dent Tito, Spanish dictator

Franco and Tory Prime Minis- .

ter Heath was to sound out
the possibilities of further
pressure on the Soviet Union
and to strengthen NATO de-
termination in the face of the
Soviet naval build-up in the
E Mediterranean.

Feels strong

After the Jordanian war,
when he successfully black-
mailed the Soviet Union into
pressing Syria to withdraw its
forces, Nixon now feels strong
enough to tighten the screws
on the Soviet bureaucracy.

That is why the United
States is simultaneously arm-
ing Israel and making men-
acing noises about Soviet mis-
siles near the Suez Canal.

If the Egyptians do not
withdraw, then there is every
reason to believe that Nixon
will give the go-ahead to his
Israeli-piloted Phantoms: to
attack the missile sites.

The United States no
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FRENCH ex-president General
de Gaulle, in a new ' volume
of his memoirs published to-
day, said US president Ken-
nedy told him the United
States would use nuclear
weapons rather than let the
Soviet Union conquer Europe.

The book, which covers the
years 1958-1962 also reveals
that after the 1956 Suez in-
vasion, France helped Israel
start a plant near Beersheba
to manufacture plutonium.

Atomic bombs could one
day have been produced at
this plant, he adds. De Gaulle
says he stopped this aid, to-
gether with the system which
gave the Israelis access to all
etch;lons of the French general
staff.

For international class action against

US war threat
in the Middle

'

TORY CONFERENCE

No going back
on union law
—says Carr

BY A’ WORKERS PRESS CORRESPONDENT

THERE WOULD be no going back on the Tory

anti-union proposals,

Employment Minister

Robert Carr told the Conservative Party Con-
ference in Blackpool yesterday- afternoon.

Leap in factory
deaths and
accidents

REPORTED accidents at work rose by 3.2 per
cent la.st year to a new record figure of 322,390
according to Her Majesty’s Inspector of Factories

yesterday.

Fatalities also increased by
24 to 649. Deaths connected
with transport and construc-
tion almost doubled to 35.

Faced with these shock
figures the Inspectorate has
decided to conduct research
into factories and areas that
show low and high ratios of
injuries and deaths.

Top of table

Top of the injury table
again were Yorkshire and
Humberside which include the
towns of Sheffield, Rotherham
and Wakefield, where 71 em-
ployees per thousand were
injured last year.

Excluding mining, which is
not covered by the Inspec-
torate of Factories, the most
dangerous work last year was
that connected with coke
ovens and the manufacture of
fuel, where 115.5 employees
per thousand sustained injury.

No knowledge

_ Despite years of investiga-
tion, the Inspectorate appears

BY STEPHEN JOHNS

to have no knowledge of the
causes of the current increases.
That it is only now investi-
gating factories and certain
areas must be a source of
anger to workers who run the
growing risks of maiming and
death in Britain’s factories.

The Inspectorate do not
appear to attach importance
to the effect of speed-up
caused by productivity deals
and Measured-Day Work.

Yet these new methods of
exploitation, as one Cambridge
professor of medicine has
pointed out recently, intensify
work to breaking point and
undoubtedly heighten' the
danger of accidents.

His proposed Industrial
Relations Bill he said, ‘is not
a Bill against anybody except
those who act unfairly and
irresponsibly in our society.

‘As far as the trade unions
are concerned, its purpose,
and I am sure its effect, will
be to strengthen constitutional
trade union authority, while
at the same time making the
trade unions more accountable
and more responsible both to
their own members and the
community as a whole.’

Underlining the corporatist
character of his Bill, and
appealing to the union bureau-
cracy, he added:

‘The trouble as a whole is
not that the trade unions of
this country are tco strong—
the trouble is that they are
too weak and the fact that
95 per cent of our strikes start
as unofficial is proof positive
of that fact.

Earlier, Carr had attacked
‘the terrible state of industrial
relations in some important
sectors of British industry
today, such as the motor
industry’.

The law would be increas-
ingly influential in creating
environments in which man-
agements, unions, and indivi-
dual employers could conduct
relationships with greater con-
ﬁq:aince and mutual benefit, he
said.
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‘Fewer jobs’ forecast

THE NUMBER of jobs available is likely to decline more
rapidly during the rest of the year, according to a forecast
by the ‘Manpower’ employment agency. Hardest hit will be
retailing of new and used cars, bricks, pottery, cement, brew-

ing and soft drink production,

-
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THE APPEAL fund this
month stands at £37 15s 2d.
The production of the Workers
Press six days a week stdrts
next Monday. To help this big
step forward we have in-
creased our target to £1,250 to
be raised by October 31.

The Tory attacks against
the working class and the
unions are clearly being an-
swered by tens of thousands
of strikers. Council workers,
ambulancemen, carworkers are
challenging this Tory rule.

Make the Workers Press a
fighting political weapon in
the hands of these workers. It
is the only paper that cam-
paigns to mobilize the indus-
trial and political strength of
the working class to defend
the trade unions against Tory
attack. . .

Send your donations im-
mediately to:

Workers Press Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High Street,
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Murinur from Sheffield
- Labour

must

back

council men

BY DAVID MAUDE

SIXTY THOUSAND

council workers are

expected to be involved in the four council
unions’ ‘rolling strike’ campaign for a 55s pay
increase and improvements in fringe benefits

by the end of this week.

-
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‘They think they’re running things in there, but they’re not,’

commented one GEMWU member concerning County Hall scab

labour still working the West Ham, London, sewage pumping

station yesterday (seen above). ‘All you want is a few hours

heavy rain and they’ll really see what our work’s like. Some-

times you have to clear the screens of muck with your bare
hands. I can see them doing that.’

Southampt()n busmen
to strike indefinitely

BY A WORKERS PRESS CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHAMPTON Corporation busmen begin
an indefinite strike tomorrow in support of
the pay claim for a £20 basic wage.

One busman said the
unions had tried to cool
them off with the overtime
ban, which was like ‘cutting
off your nose to spite your
face’.

They had ‘put one arm

behind their backs’ by
making the negotiations
local.

This is a reference to the
T&GWU leadership’s with-
drawal from the national
negotiation machinery and
trying to split all action on
the claim onto a local area
basis.

“

Ambulances
out in London

LONDON ambulance men
went out on a ‘lightning
strike’ yesterday -as part of the
action over the wage claim
for all council men.

More than 1,000 members
of the T&GWU, NUPE and
G&MWU, together with some
members of the Federation of
Ambulance Personnel, joined
the strike.

In a bid to hold the line
against councils breaking ranks
and settling locally, Aldérman
Frank Marshall, chairman of
the Association of Municipal
Corporations * said in Leeds
yesterday that such settle-
ments were ‘short-sighted’
both from the men’s and
councils’ point of view.

His statement — that ‘if
everyone had to negotiate in
his own backyard the small
RDC’s and UDC’s employees
would get a very depressed
wage indeed’—is not only a
declaration that the councils,
backed by the Tory govern-
ment, are going to stand firm,
but a warning to rank-and-file
workers against any piecemeal
settlement of their claim by
union leaders.

The councilmen’s rank-and-
file leaders must stick to their
détermination not to return
until the full claim is granted
in all its aspects.

TWO SUPPORT

In fact only two of the 30
Labour - controlled borough
councils in England and Wales
have so far registered support

for the workers’ claim,

According to Party spokes-
men at Transport House
yesterday, Labour leadérs—
despite last week’s Blackpool
resolution declaring ‘full sup-
port for the efforts of trade
unions to secure higher wages’
—do not intend to issue
‘¢ither instructions or advice’
to Labour majorities to settle.

Neither was any statement
of overall policy ‘in the pipe-
line’ from party secretary Sir
Harry Nicholas. .

Sixteen local authorities —
mostly small Labour-controlled
towns or urban district coun-
¢ils, but including a Tory
council at Péterborough —
have either passed resolutions
supporting the 55s claim, are
anxious to start paying now,
or have wired the employers’
national leaders for a change
of attitude, the National Union

of Public Employeés | said
yesterday.

NUPE TALKS
NUPE officials went to

Stevenage yesterday for talks
with the council there, which
says it supports the claim,
Merthyr Tydfil and Norwich
Labour - controlled councils
have made a move to back
the strikers, although NUPE
claims there are ‘murmurs’
from the Labour majority at
Sheffield. .
In Manchester, schools were

shut down yesterday as
hundreds of caretakers,
cleaners and canteen staff

demonstrated outside the city
offices.

Woman strikers later
marched through the cor-
ridors near a council meeting
chanting slogans.

The strike began spreading
to the NE yesterday and the
process is expected to continue
today. :

MEETING
Hands off the unions!

GREET

THE SIX-DAY
| WOrHErS press

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18
Poplar Civic Hall, Bow Road

7.30 p.m.

SPEAKERS

G. Healy (SLL National Secretary)
G. Caughey (Chairman Pilkington’s Rank and

File Committee)
Roy Battersby

John Simmance (YS National Secretary)

Adm 2s

Chairman : C. Slaughter (SLL Central Committee member)

I
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DANGER TO
SEWAGE
WORKERS

y  SCIENTIFIC WORLD

THE PROSPECT of the
government drowning in
sewage as a result of the
local authority workers’
strike is said to be caus-
ing some anxiety in Tory
circles.

Heath has troops standing by
for use if the sewage situation
worsens—as it certainly will if
the strike continues.

Even without strikes, local
authorities—and, more important,
sewage workers—have an uphill
struggle disposing of the millions
of gallons of effluent produced by
towns and industries every day.

And, despite all the speeches
about preventing pollution, the
authorities are not best equipped
to handle it even in normal
times.

Biggest headache for sewage
engineers is not organic matter—
there are well-tried systems for
dealing with that and most of
them work moderately well—but
the constantly growing amounts
of sophisticated chemical waste
from industrial processes, particu-
larly from industries like plastics,
which have grown spectacularly
since the war.

Many of these chemicals can-
not be dealt with by conventional
sewage disposal methods, which
use bacteria to ‘digest’ or break-
down solid material in the
sewage, leaving a fine grey inert
sludge, with a high mineral
content.

New products like detergents
pose much greater problems.

3

These can be kept under control
to some extent by treating fac-
tory effluents separately and by
pre-treatment of general sewage
to neutralize the chemicals,
though this doesn’t always have
the intended effect.

If anything these problems
have got worse over the past
few years. Sewage engineers have
found themselves starved of
finance by economic squeezes—a
number of local councils cut-back
lurgent sewage projects in 1967—
and have had to do their best
with old and often barely
adequate plant.

Limited water supplies, too,

KENYA: WIDE
OPEN SMOG

POLLUTION problems
are not confined to the
industrialized countries
of Europe and the United
States.

From Kenya, where the wide
open spaces are associated with
clean air and sunshine, natural-
ists are worried about industrial
smog affecting wildlife.

The alarm was raised by the
Director of Kenya’s National
Museum, Mr Richard Leakey,
who said that unless measures
were taken to control air pollu-
tion, the 44 square miles of
Nairobi National Park would
become a barren wasteland.

The Park is a sanctuary for
lions, giraffes, cheetahs, zebra,
hippos and other game and is
only five miles from the Nairobi
city centre.

Mr Leakey said the danger
came from jet aircraft flying in
and out of Nairobi airport over
the park, from steam locomotives,
and from the increasing number
of cars in this city of half-a-
million people.

He said the industrial com-
plex bordering the Park could
also have adverse effects on the
life cycle in the area and lead to
extinction or migration of the
animals there.

Mr Leakey, son of the anthro-
pologist, Dr L. S. B. Leakey, said
a haze which might eventually
develop into smog could be seen
over the city from outside
Nairobi.

Ten years ago he said a man
could walk about with a clean
shirt and find it spotless next
day. .
‘Today, examine your shirt in
the evening, and you will find the
collar coated with carbon or
some other waste.’

Mr Leakey said present pollu-
tion posed no immediate threat,
but pointed to a problem in the
future.

Pollution would grow into a
major problem not only in
Nairobi, but in the whole country
if measures were not taken to
check the flow of toxic waste and
the over-use of chemicals and
insecticides.

‘l would say that in.ten years
we will have gone a long way
down the road to destroying the
environment,” he said.

Mr Leakey was backed by
Kenya’s Director of National
Parks, Mr Perez Olindo, who said
the country should take urgent
steps to legislate control of the
disposal of industrial waste.

The secretary of Kenya's Asso-
ciation of Public Health inspec-
tors, Mr V. N. Ludindi, said the
danger posed by air, land and
sea pollution was not only a
threat to wild life, but to the
human race.

He called for suggestions on
ways and means of preventing
the new threat to human life.

The Nairobi newspaper the
‘Daily Notion’ said in an editorial:

‘To many it may seem a gross

exaggeration to talk of pollution
in Kenya, a country with wide-
open spaces and an open border
with the ocean.

‘The United States could
boast of the same at one time.’

It seems likely the Kenya gov-
ernment will try to ensure the
country’s tourist attractions are
not spoilt.

Tourism is Kenya’s major
foreign exchange earner. A total
of 276,000 tourists visited there
last year, and the government
hopes the trade will bring in 37
million E African pounds (about
£42 million) in 1974.

have placed increasing strain on
the sewage services. ;

Voracious demand for water
from industry combined with
population growth means a
growing need for more pure
water,

Many prime sources of pure
water have been polluted by
industrialists for whom profit is
the sole consideration.

Rivers, like the Mersey, the
Trent and Derwent which could
provide wusable water given
proper management policies, are
no better than open sewers.

But attempts to operate an
overall water plan have always
foundered on objections from
capitalist industries whose
influence is generally sufficient to
prevent them.

Rainfall

As a result, despite plentiful
rainfall in Britain, many water
engineers are considering plans
to purify seawater at vast expense
rather than tackle these colossal
problems.

The sewage workers have to
bear the brunt of all these prob-
lems. Their jobs—in the confined
underground passages which
carry the sewage—are made

dangerous by poisonous chemical ||

vapours, petrol fumes and
irritant liquids.

With the added danger of
sudden flooding, rat-bite fever,
enteritis and exotic watgr-borne
diseases and the constant dis-
comfort of working in verminous
and smelly underground tunnels
it’s not, as one sewage worker
put it last week ‘everyone’s cup
of tea’.

IRISH YOUNG SOCIALISTS

IN ITS first big national
event the newly-formed
Irish Young Socialists
held a rally in Dublin
recently, attended by
young workers and frater-
nal delegates from both
the North and the South.

Opening the rally IYS National
Committee member Jackie Vance
declared that such an event
marked a big step forward for
revolutionary youth in Ireland
because it brought young people

together from \both sections of'

the country to debate and formu-
late policies on how to fight the
Tory governments in the North
and the South.

\ PATTERN

Speaking on a draft resolution
of policy and perspectives—to be
presented at the IYS first annual
conference early in 1971 —
national secretary Dave Fry said
that the rally was an historic

Young factory workers in Dublin show their pay slips to Young Socialist reporters.

ional rally
unites
youth

one for the youth of Ireland not
only for the reasons outlined
by Jackie Vance, but also because
it was taking place in a period
which had the greatest revolu-
tionary potential internationally
since the 1920s.

The events of May-June 1968
in France, when the workers and
the youth had brought the de
Gaulle regime to its knees, set
the pattern for the youth all
over the world in the struggle
for socialism.

The lesson to be learned, he
said, from the events in France,
and more recently the events in
Ireland, was that the youth must
come foYward to build a revolu-
tionary leadership to take the
working class to power.

The enormous success of this
+

YOUTH NE!

#

first IYS rally was based on the
fact that a large number of young
workers had been able to estab-
lish new branches in Derry, Bel-
fast and Dublin.

The rally, he explained, united
the heroic struggle of the youth
in the North against British
troops’ repression and 50 years
of Unionist Tory rule and the
struggle of the youth in the
South against the repressive
measures of the Lynch govern-
ment.

PRINCIPLED

For the first time young people
had been brought together to
fight on the basis of a revolu-
tionary programme and the de-
mand for a Socialist Republic of
Ireland of the 32 counties.

[

INTERNATIONAL

Bringing fraternal greetings
from the Young Socialists in
Britain, National Secretary John
Simmance stressed the need for
preparation for the International
Conference of Revolutionary
youth at the end of the year.

The struggle of the youth in
Ireland was part of the inter-
national struggle of youth against
capitalism and the reformist and
Stalinist bureaucracies.

In the Middle East the youth
were in the forefront of the
struggle against US and British
imperialism.

In Europe the youth and the
working class challenged the gov-
ernments of France, Italy, Spain
and Germany.

Now in Britain and Ireland the
working class faced a showdown
with the employers and the Tory
government, he added.

S EVERY THURSDA

Based on a principled fight
for Marxist theory in the
workers’ movement the youth
must come to the forefront of
such struggles and build the
mass Young Socialists’ move-
ment.

FRATERNAL

Fraternal greetings were given

.by George Craig from the Irish

Section of the Fourth Inter-
national and Freddie Campbell of
the Irish All Trades Unions
Alliance.

An emergency resolution sup-
porting the Arab revolution was
moved by Jackie Vance.

The rally came to a close with
the showing of the film ‘Young
Socialists 1969

THE USE of selective
strikes adopted by the
union leaders to forward
the council workers wage
claim is completely in-
adequate and seriously
endangers the entire
action.

By telling the employers that
the 14 per cent is enough and
by threatening the use of troops,
the Tories make it quite clear
that they are directly intervening
to make council employees the
scapegoats for their wage-freeze

policy.

Half-hearted

To put forward a half-hearted
struggle in this situation is to
invite defeat.

Council employees have even
greater problems with strikes
than many other workers. Belong-
ing to different, unconnected
departments, often working out
in various parts of the town in
ones and twos, questions of who
is supposed to be in or out can
lead to great confusion.

At the same time, there is
always a queue of small contrac-
tors waiting to scab on a strike
—shifting refuse, carrying out
maintenance, etc.—and it is im-
possible for a few men to picket
every street, dustbin and every
part of council property.

United

The great strength of the
council worker lies in the com-
bined and continuous coverage
of all the major municipal
services.

It is this united strength which
can have the greatest and, most
certainly, the quickest impact if
operated as a total and indefinite
withdrawal of labour.
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During the last five years local
authorities have had immense,
government backing in order to
enable the launching of a system-
atic attack on council jobs.

In 1965 a local government
operational research unit made
up of 30 scientists was set up
with a Ministry of Housing grant
to find ways of rationalizing all
council operations.

In 1967, the notorious Prices
and Incomes Board report on
local authority workers appeared,
making clear the Labour govern-
ment’s intentions to introduce
productivity deals on every
council job.

These would be used to in-
stall work study, eliminate mates,
prepare for Measured-Day Work
and cut back the entire labour
force nationally by 10 per cent.

Redundancies

Since that time, this pro-
gramme has been steadily imple-
mented. The British Productivity
Council, an organization set up
to promote increased product-
ivity, regularly makes use of
examples from councils of how
output has increased while the
number of jobs has been cut.

The reports usually claim that
the number of workers is
reduced without
occurring.

redundancies

In ‘natural wastage’ council
workers have faced one of the
biggest threats to employment
yet devised.

They are encouraged to leave
or retire from their jobs. No
replacements are recruited, so
the labour force gradually falls.

This saves the employers hav-
ing to make redundancy pay-
ments. It also avoids strike
action which would occur if
straight sackings were carried
out.

Transferred

In practice, the system is not
simply voluntary. Workers have
been transferred to areas which
they find difficult to get to
without a great deal of travel-
ling.

This acts as ‘intimidation’ to
‘encourage’ them to look for
jobs elsewhere. Natural wastage
is dangerous because . it closes
entire industries to néw recruit-
ment and leads to mass unem-
ployment.

With council employment, this
hits especially hard because a
percentage of workers are
approaching retirement age (or
are over it) and the cutback
just through retirement can be
very large.

That the Tories are certainly
etermined to cut down ser-
vices was shown in a recent

ol U

example in the ‘Sunday Times’,
in which it was stated that since
it had come into office in 1968
the Waltham Forest Tory
Council had:

‘Closed two of its swimming
pools and deferred for a year
the building of a new one;
closed two of its 12 youth
clubs; withdrawn attendants
from nine children’s playgrounds;
reduced the home help service
and saved £21,000; deferred a
clean air programme to save
£1,500; increased day nursery
charges from 1ls 6d a day to a
maximum of 28s; increased the
cost of meals-on-wheels by 3d;
reduced the school dental service
by one-third; reduced by one-
third holidays for old people
and cripples; decided against
replacing public health inspec-
tors who leave; and restricted
free entertainment for mentally
handicapped children to one
party at Christmas.’

If this is seen in the light of
the Tory government’s plans to
register trade unions, to outlaw
strikes and to set up industrial
courts as off-shoots of the High
Court—then you have a pre-
paration for really massive
attacks on workers’ rights and
conditions.

Fighting

. It is true that councils are
1nt_r0duc1ng labour-saving
devices. Many council workers

have been fighting for years to -

get mechanical aids supplied to
help with some of the heavier
jobs—to no avail.

However, when the machines
have been developed to the
level, not of helping the worker,
but of helping him out of his
job, then the authorities suddenly
decide that they are a good idea
and that they can afford them
after all.

Naturally, 'the capitalist press
has gone to town on the strike
with hypocritical bleating about
pensioners, cripples, the handi-
capped and blind children alleg-

_edly put into dire straits by the

council workers’ actions.

But in fact, the fight for decent
wages and holidays is in direct
opposition to the employers’
deliberate poor pay and condi-
tions policy to
recruitment and to close down
essential services on the basis
that there is no one to run
them.

‘ 3 (3
Dirty jobs’
Many hospital casualty

departments have already been
closed in this way. Of course,
the same newspapers support the
real attacks on services, i.e. the
Tories’ schemes to ehmmate
jobs and close departments in
the name of ‘saving the rate-
payers’ money.

These people play down the
low wages and the fact that
these are the real ‘dirty jobs’ of
society.

The work is some of the
dirtiest there is. Sewer opera-
tions require an iron constitu-
tion; gardens have to be treated
with foul-smelling compost at

discourage .

certain times of the year, and at
all times have to be cleared of
rubbish.

Craftsmen work in dilapidated
buildings, schoolkeepers must
shovel tons of coke and their
basement boiler-rooms are per-
manently filled with fumes in
winter.

Dustmen and incinerator men
never get far from the filth and
the smells.

Park attendants even get the
unsavoury and not so uncommon
task of helping to drag the
corpses of suicides out of ponds,
while many of the aspects of
ambulance men’s jobs are too
gruesome to be described.

These conditions, which work-
ers in other industries sefuse to
accept or only accept with an
increased payment, are a per-
manent part of the council
man'’s job.

The use of time study to
speed-up every action of a
worker is a monstrous imposi-
tion, particularly so on council
work, where many workers are
elderly and contribute to ser-
vices, not by rushing each job,
but by conscientiously ensur-
ing that it is carried out pro-
perly.

Proximity

Also, a very high percentage
of council jobs have to be car-
tied out in proximity to the
public, and safety of passers-by
as well as personal safety take
priority over speed.

WORKERS
MUST TAKE
ALL- OUT
AGTION

To see older workers who
have given a lifetime of work to
the bosses, now being followed
about by men of half their age
—and twice their money—click-
ing stopwatches on and off to
ensure they are not mis-using
half a second, is one of the most
degrading sights in industry.

Alan Fisher, National Union
of Public Employees general sec-
retary, recently wrote an article
for the ‘Morning Star’ about the
present dispute, but nowhere did
he mention productivity deals
and Measured-Day Work
schemes which the NUPE
leadership has insisted should be
introduced.

No mention

Nowhere did he mention the
‘natural wastage’ and other

" systems which are leading to

cuts in the labour force.

Nowhere did he mention the
1967 PIB report which laid the
political basis for these mea-
sures and which was enthusiasti-
cally received by himself and the
other officials.

No ‘selective strikes’ but all-

‘out action on the present claim

to:

@ Increase pay to stop the
cutback on jobs.

@ Throw out productivity
deals.

@ Kick out the Tories and
their schemes to cut pub-

lic services and attack the .

unions.

. -
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| belileve you would like
to begln the interview by say-
ing a few words about the
Workers Press article on Stan-
ley Orme MP which we pub-
lished on September 29.

EH. Yes, as far as I am con-
cerned the article gives the
impression that Stanley Orme
is deceiving the working class.
I take great exception to this,
because if there was ever an
honest, courageous man who is
not a careerist it is Stanley
Orme.

I know that this was meant
to be a political accusation
in the sense that you believe
Stanley is politically deceiving
the working class because he is
a left and so on, and it would
have been all right if this had
been made clear.

But I think it does give
the impression that he is
deceptive and I think this is
totally wrong. I would like to
say most emphatically that I
take great exception to-this.

SJ. There has been talk at
the TUC Congress and at con-
ference of ‘line-by-line’ opposl-
tion to the Torles anti-trade
union legisiation. Would it be
correct to assume that you are

against national strike action
taken by unionists and unions
to defeat this legislation and
also would you be against a
political campaign Involving
Industrial action to force the
Torles to resign on this issue?

EH. The way I look at it is
this. I will certainly have to
fight in the House of Com-
mons, equally the workers will
have to fight it ‘as well.

If in the course of this fight
they hold demonstrations that
might well be regarded as
strikes is something that the
trade unions will have to
decide for themselves.

What I believe is that we
should have one campaign in
parliament and one outside it
so that the two are compli-
mentary.

Now you ask me would I
be against strike action. My
answer to this is that I have
shown where I stand in 1969
when the workers of Liverpool
went on strike against ‘In
Place of Strife’.

I spoke at their demonstra-
tion and I marched with them.
If the workers again decide
that this kind of action is
appropriate, then it is their
decision and I, as a working
man, would dec]are my solid-
arity with them.

SJ. But do you consider this
action appropriate. Mr Heath
talks of a general strike If the
workers decide to challenge
him In this way would you
back them?

EH. Let’s put it this way. If
the organized working class
decide themselves that the
only alternative is to carry out
a general strike—if they see
no alternative but to do this—
then I will back such a move.

EXCLUSIVE WORKERS PRESS INTERVIEW

Left’ Labour

MP Eric Heffer

talks to Workers
Press

But I don’t think this is
going to come about and I'll
tell you why. Firstly 'I don’t
think the trade union leaders
as a whole will agree to action
of this kind. Secondly I think
that the Tory government will
seek some last-minute com-
promise rather than go the
whole way.

The British ruling class have
always been great compro-
misers before they take the
last resort.

But I can answer your first
point. The miners are about to
go on strike for better condi-
tions and pay, the municipal
workers are on strike and
other sections of workers are
involved or becoming involved
in strike action.

If, because of Tory action,
they have to spread their
strike and call upon other
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IN

NEW PARK PUBLICATIONS

STALINISM
BRITAIN

A TROTSKYIST ANALYSIS
BY ROBERT BLACK

Available tfrom
New Park Publications

186A Clapham High St
Price 245 post incl

SWi

-

workers to support them, if,
in fact, it became a general
strike, then my unqualified
support would be with those
workers.

SJ. We belleve on Workers
Press that workers are paying
for wage Increases by signing
productivity deals involving job
evaluation, Measured-Day Work
etc. Because of the resulting

speed-up’ and labour cuts
these deals directly contribute
to the growth of unemploy-
ment. Are you against pro-
ductivity deals in principle and,
If so, are you prepared to fight
for this position In the Parlla-
mentary Labour Party?

EH. Well if you look up my

speeches in the House you will

see that I am opposed to wage
increases related to so-called
increases in productivity. I
remember when the nurses
had their claim in I asked in
the House that if the proposed
higher  productivity would
mean that they would have to
handle more corpses or bed-
pans—what in hell did produc-
tivity mean here and how do
you measure it.

How, for example, do you
measure the productivity of a
busman—we have got to the
stage of one-man double-
decker busses and I think this
is a very retrogressive move.
I am not in favour of all these
arguments far productivity,
productivity, productivity.

I believe what the workers
should have a decent wage on
the basis of a normal day’s
work.

SJ. So you are against pro-
ductivity deals In principle?

EH. Well I couldn’t say in
principle. I suppose there
might be some occasions
where I might have some sym-
pathy for one—but I really
can’t think of one.

BY STEPHEN JOHNS

threat
facing the whole working class
is, of course, high unemploy-
ment encouraged by the Tory
government. How are you go-
ing to fight against this and do
you support the calls by the

SJ. Another great

Kirby and South Shields
Trades Councils for one-day
strikes In their areas agalnst
unemployment?

EH. I hadn’t in fact noticed
that there was & resolution to
this effect. But we have had
one-day strikes on Merseyside
on this issue before as a
method of drawing attention
to high unemployment and I
see nothing wrong with them.

I myself have been involved
in one-day strikes where we
marched in protest to the
House of Commons. But what
T would like to stress is that
this high unemployment is
only a continuation of policies
pursued by the Labour gov-
ernment.

They talked in terms of get-
ting a proper distribution of
labour through the country—
which meant, in effect, a gen-
eral level of 2 per cent unem-
ployment.

But what happened was that
unemployment went up to 2
per cent in areas that had
none before and in the areas
that has it rose to 4 or 5 per
cent.

Unemployment must be
fought all along the line. But
obviously the only permanent
answer is to control the
economy in a socialist way.

SJ. A campalgn we have
taken up In the Workers Press
Is for the re-enstatement of the
sacked Pllkington glassworkers
at St Helens and Pontypool.
Do you support thls campaign
and are you prepared to bring
It up in the Party and parlia-
ment.

EH. If there are any workers
from Pilkingtons in my con-
stituency or connected with
my union and are associated
with the Pilkington workers
and who are prepared to raise
this matter with me—in order
to give me some legitimacy—
I would Tcertainly raise the
matter as strongly as possible.

I think that it is absolutely
scandalous that this situation
has been allowed to develop
as it has. After all, the work-
ers took the action they did
because they were thoroughly
dissatisfied with their existing
trade union.

This isn’t a comment on the
workers, it’'s a comment on
the trade union and its failure '
to do its job for its members.

SJ. | don’t think this can be
seen as just an Isolated strug-
gle of some workers Iin St
Helens. Remember these work-
ers were sacked for going
out on strike. Isn’t their
defence therefore at the centre
of the campaign to defeat the
Torles anti-trade-union legisla-
tion.

EH. You have to forgive me
here I don’t know the details
of every industrial dispute. But
if the complete facts are laid
before me—if these lads come
to me‘and explain the facts—I

-will certainly raise it, as I have

done with other disputes that
have not been in my constitu-
ency; the arrest of the Burma

" Oil strikers on the Wirral for

example.

If I get all the facts on
Pilkington’s I will certainly do
all that I can.

SJ. To return for a moment
to conference. Talking to
delegates and left-wing MPs
here | ‘understand that there
Is the general feeling that the
fallure of the ‘Tribune’ite MPs
to get more representatives
on the constituency section of
the National Executive Com-
mittee of the Party was a blow
to your campalgn to ‘capture
the Party for socialism’.

Do you think this Is the case
and how are you now going
to fight the right wing In the
Party and parliament?

EH. The elections definitely
were a set-back. I am very
disappointed that there was
not more left-wing representa-
tion on the constituency sec-
tion.

I think the reasons for this
were firstly that there are over
200 constituencies who have
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ssent no delegates to confer-

ence because they simply have
no money left in the kitty after
fighting the election.

Secondly, as we all know,
there is great disillusionment
in the Labour Party in many
left-wing constituencies, many
people have left or have
become inactive.

This has strengthened the
right at conference.

But I think this is a transi-
tional thing and not a per-
manent feature. I am certain
that at next year’s conference
there. will be a swing to the
left.

I think we will be more
successful in the future if we
perhaps stand less candidates
because the right do seem to

.organize better than we have

done in the past.

SJ. You called last night
(October 1) at the ‘Tribune’
meeting for a future Labour
government to expropriate the
city of London, the banks and
the monopolists; you say this
can be done through parlia-
ment. But are not these revo-
lutionary demands and Isn't it
true to say that they can only
be carried out by a revolu-
tionary party?

EH. When I say it can be
done through parliament I
mean that we must try and do
it through parliament. If a
Labour government is serious
about bringing about socialism
it must tackle immediately the
financial levers of power. It
must take over the banks, the
finance houses and the big
insurance companies and we
should pass an enabling Act
to do that immediately we get
into power. Once the run on

the pound starts we should
act, and act promptly.

Now what you are saying is
that will the capitalist class
and their supporters take all
this lying down.

Of course it is my view-that
they will not. Whether they
will resort to other methods
than democratic ones to defeat
democratically elected
Labour government—of course
I wouldn’t like to say. I don’t
know.

E-Y)

All T can say is that this if
a possibility and at such a
stage we would have to take
the necessary measures to
ensure  that they  were
defeated.

SJ. What would those be?

EH. Obviously if they
resorted to arms it would be
right for a democratically
elected government to call on
its supporters to defeat such
a measure. It is as simple as
that.

What I am trying to say is
that if by counter-revolution-
ary means the capitalist class
try to bring down a Labour
government attempting to
bring in socialism—this is an
entirely different situation,

Of course, the Labour Party
is not a revolutlonary party.
I don’t think there is in exist-
ence in this country a revolu-
tionary party.

All I'm saying is that we
should pursue a militant
socialist policy, and if we
were forced into a revolution-
ary situation this is one thing
we would have to meet.

SJ. Finally Mr Heffer what do
you think of the Workers Press
after one year of production?

EH. Well I must say its very
well produced — though you
can’t expect me to agree with
everything that goes in it.

But it seems to be getting
better and better.

Of course, its like every-
thing else; its a matter of trial
and error. You have to learn
as you go through.

But for the Workers Press—
what it has done is a great
achievement.
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£54m to

farmers

but

milk will
be dearer

GOVERNMENT support to farmers worth
£54 million was announced by the Minister
of Agriculture this week.

This follows urgent
demands for aid from
farmers facing soaring
farm costs since the last
price review in March.

In particular the failure
of a section of the US
maize harvest — confirmed
this week at a 9 per cent
drop on last year’s produc-
tion—has sent prices of all
animal feeds rocketing.

Dairy farmers and cattle
breeders have been worst
hit, though poultrymen and
pig farmers, who also rely
on brought-in concentrates,
say they have felt the
pinch.

GUARANTEES

Most of the money will
go to livestock farmers.

The guaranteed price for
fat cattle goes up by 10s a
cwt and for sheep and
lambs by 1i4d a pound.

Overall the increases add
£29 million in a full year
to the payments to the
farming industry, but the
Ministry states that this

BY A WORKERS PRESS

CORRESPONDENT
will be offset by other
savings.

The Ministry claims that
the ‘only’ effect on food
prices will be that milk
will eventually be dearer.

PRICE RISES

However, the newly-
formed ‘militant farmers’
association’ stated recently
that only a cash-injection of
something like £112 million
could save the situation
and price rises, especially
of all dairy products, are
certainly on the cards for
this winter.

A broad, shallow trough of low
pressure will cover the country,
while a weak high pressure ridge on
the Atlantic moves slowly East:

A bright, sunny day with isolated
showers is expected in all parts.
It will be cold at first with mist
and ground frost in many places
away from the West coast, but
afternoon temperatures will be
near normal.

NEW SUBSCRIPTION RATES
FOR 6-DAY WORKERS PRESS

From October 12 we will be publishing Workers Press six
days a week. The production of the extra Monday issue will
be decisive at this time when the Tories are planning an all-
out onslaught against the working class with their anti-union
laws and attacks on wages and living conditions. Only
Workers Press has fought for revolutionary leadership inside
the working class in arder to force the Tories to resign.

We thank all our present subscribers for their support,
which has helped us make this big step forward, and urge
all new readers to become regular subscribers.

Money outstanding on present subscriptions will be
credited to the new rates. When these subscriptions expire,
readers will be inotified and the new rate will then apply.
The new rate for six days will be :

£13 for 12 months (312 issues)
£6 10s ffor six months (156 issues)
£3 5s for three months (78 issues)

If you want to take Workers Press twice a week the rates
will be :

£1 for three months (24 issues)
£4 for 12 months (96) issues)

PLEASE DON'T DELAY. TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY NOW
TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION OR EXTEND YOUR EXIST-
ING ARRANGEMENT.

Fill in‘the form below NOW and send to :

Circulation Dept., Workers Press, 186a Clapham High St,
London, SW4.

I would like to take out a subscription/extend/change my
present subscription/to Workers Press.

Days required MONDAY . THURSDAY
(Please tick) TUESDAY FRIDAY

WEDNESDAY SATURDAY
Or
Full subscription (six days) for ..................... months.
[T Y111 R T PO
AGAIOSS ... n e oneenn et et

LATE NEWS

VOTE FOR STRIKE—DALY

Britain’s miners have been
urged to vote for strike action
in their ballot next Monday
by leader Lawrence Daly in a
special issue of the National
Union of Mineworkers’ journal.

If the government threatens
to import coal, the seamen,
the dockers and the railway-
men will refuse to handle it,
he claims.

STRIKE HALTS
HULL PORT
Dockers at Hull walked off
the ships and brought the
port to a standstill yesterday.
They claimed a breach of
the Devlin agreement by an
employer in replacing two
men in a gang and giving them
another job.
ISRAELI ARMS
SPENDING UP
Israeli military expenditure
has risen steeply since the
Suez Canal ceasefire began
two months ago, Ministry of

Commerce and Industry
official Moshe Zandberg said

! yesterday.

MY LAI TRIAL OPENS
The My Lai massacre trial
opened in Fort Hood, Texas,

. yesterday with a legal wrangle

over the composition of the
court-martial.

US SHOULDN'T
WITHDRAW—BRITAIN
(See page one)

Britain disagrees with the
American decision to with-
draw from Middle-East dis-
cussions among the deputy
United Nations ambassadors
of the big four powers. But so
far no official statement to
this affect has been issued.
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‘Priorities’ mean
education cuts

SCARCELY-VEILED warnings of
the cuts in education spending now
-being considered by the Cabinet
were given in the opening debate
at the Tory .Party’s Blackpool

conference yesterday.

Moving a motion calling for invest-
ment of more national resources in
education, Mrs Kathleen Ollerenshaw
undermined her own call when she said:

‘We must guard against enunciating
policies as did Labour without willing .

the means.’

There would have to be a careful choice of
priorities and firmness in applying them, she

added.

Discipline
Conference loudly applauded references to
the withdrawal by the new Secretary for

Education, Mrs Margaret Thatcher, of the
previous government’s circular on Compre-

hensive schools.
Mrs Ollerenshaw added :

‘There are now signs, not
before time, of a welcome
change of attitudes and of a
new determination to create a
more disciplined and accept-
able social environment. The
public will respond to a strong
government lead in this.!

Mrs Lena Townsend, a
Greater London councillor,
opposing the motion, said it
totally failed to give any
priorities for expansion.

There were cries of ‘rub-
bish’ when a Bedfordshire
County councillor, Mr Anthony
Soskin, said that retention of
selection in education was be-
coming more and more irrele-
vant and less and less accept-
able to the public.

Irrelevant

’

It could never have been
the government’s intention
that local education authori-
ties should commit themselves
to the misuse of school build-
ings, and incur heavy addi-
tional expenditure, to retain ‘a
part of the educational system
which as each day pasées was
becoming more and more
irrelevant and less and less
acceptable to the public’.

A call for savings in edu-
cational spending was made
by Oxford Polytechnic student
Mr Grant Littler, who claimed
instances of ‘frivolous spend-
ing’ by education authorities.

‘There are arising more and
more obscure degrees which
fit\people for no specific pur-
pose in present-day Britain.
We must watch for these
sociologists and the rest who
come out by the bucket-load,’
he said.

Priorities

Secretary for Education and
Science Mrs Margaret Thatcher
promised government priority

for primary education and
then went on to praise the
contribution of the independ-
ent school system.

But her vague declarations
had little meaning after her
opening remark:

‘In the 1970s we shall have
to decide our pirorities. We
régularly have to do this in
our own lives and we cannot

Education Minister Mrs Margaret Thatcher (left) at a recent NUT dinner.

shirk the
level.’

The actual decisions on
education, like the Cabinet’s
action on public expenditure,
will be reserved for the House
of Commons when it assembles,

Mrs Thatcher’s remarks
drew cheers, but gave away
nothing about government
cut-backs.

issue at national

Management’s pay
suggestions are
‘unacceptable’

LEADERS of Britain’s
teachers yesterday rejected
‘illustrative’ figures from
management on salaries for
1971 as ‘totally unaccept-
able’.

Earlier the Burnham
Committee management
panel had outlined salary
structures which  might
apply from next year, but
insisted that only £45m
more could be spent on pay.

The suggested structure
assimilates present above-

rate scales and graded
salaries into five salary
bands.

Scales

Band one begins at £1,057
and rises in 13 annual
increments to £1,990. At the
top of the structure,
teachers with top responsi-
bilities on band five will
start at £2,229 and rise
through eight increments to

b

‘Good’ honours graduates

— TEACHERS

and deputy headmasters will
receive extra* payments or
join salary scales at higher
levels.

Illustration

The management side
emphasized that this was
not an offer, but merely an
illustration of a possible
new salary system.

However, it is well below
the £1,250 to £2,000 basic
salary scale demanded in
the National Union of
Teachers’ claim.

Seven in Birmingham court

Students
facing
‘privilege’
protest
charges

BY A WORKERS PRESS CORRESPONDENT

SEVEN MEMBERS of the Aston (Birming-
ham) Joint. Guild of Students are to appear
in a Birmingham court next Monday.

Troops out
against 7,000

students

ARMOURED CARS were out
in the streets of Bandung,
capital of Indonesia, yesterday
as 7,000 students protested
outside the Afro-Asian Islamic
Organization Congress in the
city against the murder of
Rene Luis Conrad.

‘War of nerves’
over CAV jobs

BY A WORKERS PRESS CORRESPONDENT

| SHOP STEWARDS at London’s Acton CAV

complex believe that management has decided
on a ‘war of nerves’ against assembly workers.

Some 30 workers — both
men and women — were yes-
terday demanding payment for
time wasted on Tuesday when
they were forced to lobby
management for implementa-
tion of an agreement that they
receive average earnings when
waiting for parts.

They had been told that
morning that they would only
receive waiting-time, in other
words, basic rate for two
hours on Monday during
which parts were not avail-
able.

When the site’s production
manager was contacted about
this, he asked the workers’
spokesman to discuss it with
him in his office — but the
whole section insisted on
following them through the
factory to hear the result.

They were later told they
would receive average earn-
ings for the two hours wasted
on Monday.

Wear down

Some stewards believe that
the company may be deliber-
ately adopting tactics of this
kind to wear doewn the
assembly workers — some of
whom have been described as
surplus to requirements fol-
lowing the acceptance of
'tele-control’ production
monitoring in Acton.

They feel that a united
struggle of all assembly-line
workers. may soon become
necessary.

Electricity
charges up

THE NEXT round ot coal
price rises will inevitably lead
to increases in the price of
electricity, the chairman of
the Electricity Council Sir
Norman Elliot warned when
presenting the Council’'s An-
nual report on Tuesday.

Bolivian
comings
and goings

THE three-man military junta
which assumed power in
Bolivia after ousting presi-
dent Alfredo Ovando Candia
resigned yesterday.

They handed in their resigna-
tions after air-force planes
—Second World War Mus-
tangs — had strafed the
presidential palace.

The air force is backing Gen-
eral Juan José Torres, for-
mer chief-of-staff and an
opponent of the right-wing
junta.

He also has the support of
workers and students in the
capital, La Paz.

Armed workers, apparently
backing General Torres, ex-
changed warning shots with
police as they tried to
storm the central prison in
La Paz in an attempt to
free political prisoners.

Neither side fired directly at
the other and the workers
stopped just short of the
prison gates.

There were no casualties.

ITALY

Squalid party
deals behind
divorce reform

BY DAVID BARNES

THE DEBATE which
opened yesterday in
the Italian Senate on a
bill to allow divorce

shows party politics at -

its most squalid.

It threatens Premier
Colombo’s centre-left coalition
of Christian Democrats with
thrée of the lay parties—
Socialists, Republicans and
Social Democrats.

The divorce bill is sup-
ported by all the lay parties,
including  the  right - wing
Liberals.

It is bitterly opposed, at
the instigation of the Vatican
hierarchy, by the Christian
Democrats, with the support
of fascists and monarchists.

On  strict Parliamentary
arithmetic the bill should pass,
as it has already in the
Chamber of Deputies.

Defections

But in the secret first-round
vote last week the pro-divorce
parties suffered eight defec-
tions, reducing their majority
to only two.

Amid allegations of Vatican
pressure, and even bribery,
two leaders of the national
campaign for divorce resigned
in protest on Tuesday.

One Senator accused of
sabotaging the bill — though

he vehemently denies it—is
veteran Stalinist Terracini,
founder member of the

Italian Communist Party.

Party leaders are as eager
as ever that their ‘dialogue’
with the Church should pave
the way for a governmental
alliance with the Socialists and
sections of the Christian
Democrats.

Vatican claim

The Vatican claims the
right to interfere on the
question because Mussolini’s
Concordat with the Pope
reserves questions of mat-
rimony to the ecclesiastical
authorities.

The Concordat was em-
bodied in the post-war
Republican Constitution with
the full support of Stalinist
party chief Togliatti, who
claimed it was necessary in
order not to ‘alienate Catholic
workers’.

And in the present crisis,
developing through intrigues
of Byzantine complexity, the
bitterest anti-clericalism comes
from the right-wing capitalist
politicians and their northern
industrialist "backers, who
would like to put an end to
the centre-left coalition and
the few social reforms it has
promised.

‘Czech poet’s death
underlines bureaucracy’s

STANISLAV NEUMANN,
the 43-year-old poet, whose
death in Czechoslovakia was
announced last month, com-
mitted suicide and left a
note expressing disillusion-
ment with the Communist
Party, atcording to reports
from Prague.

The way he died was
kept secret from the public
in Czechoslovakia, accord-
ing to the Prague reports,
which are at variance on
whether he had taken poison
or hanged himself.

Neumann won the
Clement Gottwald poetry
prize for his Stalinist
writings in the 1950s and

bore one of the most
famous names in Czecho-
slovak drama.

The §S. K. Neumann

Theatre in Prague is named

Crisis

after his
playwright.

The official Czechoslovak
News Agency Ceteka re-
ported the poet’s ‘tragic
death’ on September 22,
three days after he died, but
did not explain the circum-
stances.

The information reaching
Vienna says that he left a
note declaring that he was
of sound mind and had no
family problems.

It explained that the
Communist Party, to which

grandfather, a

he had devoted his life, no
longer corresponded to the
ideals that it once had, and
which it had when he joined
it.

Neumann’s suicide is a
blow to Gustav Husak and
the other Communist Party
leaders, who earlier scotched
attempts to expel him from

the Party for his pro-
Dubcek sympathies.
Neumann’s suicide indi-

cates that the crisis of
Czechoslovak Stalinism is
penetrating deeply not only
into the working class and
student youth, but among
top bureaucratic circles.

Neumann was not gener-
ally regarded as a major
poet, but his work was ad-
mired by the bureaucracy.

He was a former cultural
attaché in Warsaw.

France:

Farmers

protest,
pay strikes

AN ESTIMATED
peasants and small farmers
joined in demonstrations
earlier this week in Britanny
(NW France) against the gov-
ernment’s refusal to increase
the maintained price of milk,
which is about 6 per cent
lower in France than in the
other Common Market coun-
tries.

10,000

The maintained price serves
as a general minimum to the
price received by producers,
and is enforced by government
purchases.

Despité very high food costs
(including dairy produce) milk
farmers get only about 3
francs (under 5s) an hour for
their work.

Widespread claims

The increased cost of living
is also reflected in widespread
wage claims in French in-
dustry.

Workers on the electric
tramways in the LILLE area
(NW France) struck on Tues-
day for the fourth time in as
many weeks for pay increases
and shorter hours.

The two factories of Soca-
pex (a subsidiary of Thomson-
Houston manufacturing elec-
trical goods),, have been on
strike since the end of Sep-
tember at CLUSES (Savoy)
and SURESNES for a 6 per
cent increase in real wages.

Many of the 43,000 workers
of the state aerospace industry
SNIAS staged short strikes on
Tuesday in support of their
demands for improved pay
and conditions in a new
national contract. ‘

And postmen in PARIS and
several other cities held a
solid strike on Monday on
their pay claims.

Unions split

In negotiations on railway-
men’s pay, the unions have
split, with the CP-led CGT
refusing to accept the agree-
ment reached between man-
agement and the other unions.

The CGT is calling for a
2.6 per cent increase in real
wages, almost double the em-
ployers’ offer.

And the national lorry-
drivers’ union leadership has
announcéd ‘massive action
soon’ following the breakdown
of pay negotiations.

AT LIEGE, in Belgium, 11,000
workers in the state arms fac-

tory started an indefinite
strike on Monday against
threatened reorganization

which would involve hundreds
of sackings.

They aré also demanding
pay increases and earlier re-
tirement ages.

The charges against
them arise out of an
occupation of the city’s
further education offices
last May.

About 90 students were
involved in the action — a
protest against the siting of
the new Birmingham Poly-
technic at Perry Barr,
several miles from the
university.

The students see this an
an extension of the ‘binary’
system of privilege in
education.

Further
dents at

education stu-
the Polytechnic
would be separated from
and have fewer facilities
than those at the university.
High Court injunctions
were later served against 75
students to prevent them
from entering any of the
local education authority
buildings.

It was also alleged that

" eight students, by hailing

passers-by from an upstairs
window during the occupa-
tion, were ‘obstructing the
highway’.

One student has been
cleared of the charge
through lack of evidence
and Guild president Roger
Haworth is calling for
‘silent solidarity’ from Guild
members outside the court
on Monday.

Haworth himself will. be
appearing in court.

Such a manifestation of
student feeling, however
sincere, is unlikely to have
much effect on the judiciary
or the Tory authority.

The only way for students
to fight Toryism is by turn-
ing to the organized
working class for a cam-
paign to force the Tories to
resign—and by building the
Young Socialists Students
Society.

A petition demanding an
emergency general meeting
to discuss sending a delega-
tion to the St Helens
demonstration on October
12 is being circulated by the
Young Socialists Student
Society and has already
gained over 100 signatures.

Pilkington
® FROM PAGE ONE
trict committee in a campaign
to mobilize the whole of the
trade union movement in their
support’.

Its district committee dele-
gate has now been left in no
doubt what kind of action is
called for.

The resolution carried by
the branch on September 22,
which provoked the district
committee’s temporizing ques-
tion, called on ‘the Sheffield
district committee, Trades and
Labour Council, Confederation
district committee and quar-
terly shop stewards’ meeting
to “black” Pilkington’s glass
in this district . ..

‘To fight .this issue,” it
stressed, ‘is essential to any
fight against the proposed
Tory legislation against trade
unions.’

War threat

@ FROM PAGE ONE
doubt also ‘interprets Egyp-
tian pleas for a further ex-
tension of the Suez cease-
fire as a sign of weakness.

Every conciliatory move
from the Soviet bureaucracy
and its bourgeois-nationalist
friends only serves to
strengthen US _imperialism’s
militaristic drive.

The more the Soviet leaders
retreat, the more brazen the
Americans and their Zionist
allies become. .

On alert

The Sixth Fleet has been
concentratéed in the Mediter-
ranean and Washington has
made it clear that US troops
are on the alert ready to go
into the Middle East at a
moment’s notice.

The United States is main-
taining nuclear weapons in
the colonels’ Greece, a regime
with which the Kremlin has
the most cordial trading and
diplomatic relations.

All these preparations can
be turned against the Soviet
Union as well as against
the Middle East revolution.

Nixon intends to police the
Middle East, with or without
the collaboration of the Soviet
bureaucracy.

If he cannot get what he
wants through the Rogers-
Kosygin plan, he will prepare
for war to get it.

The Soviet Stalinists’
counter-revolutionary treach-
ery has played a key part in
opening up this exceptionally
dangerous situation.

The question of imperialist
war remains in the back-
ground of all the diplomatic
manoeuvres taking place in
the Middle East.

There can, of course, be no
peace with imperialism there
or anywhere else in the world.

Unprepared

But the criminal unpre-
paredness of the Soviet
bureaucracy, its continual con-
ciliation of US imperialism,
only encourages Nixon’s bel-
ligerence.

Every blow now struck at
imperialism either at home or
abroad, whether by the
Fedayeen at Hussein or the
British workers against Heath’s
anti-union plans, is a blow
which will disrupt US im-
perialism’s war plans and
hasten the liberation of the
Palestinian people.

The revolutionary struggle
against Toryism is the only
effective defence of the Pales-
tinian and Arab revolution.

How 1o
tiefeat
the anti-
union laws

® FROM PAGE ONE

British imperialism
and for all.

To defeat the anti-union laws
it is necessary to defeat the
Tory government, to force
it to resign and create a
workers’ government based
on socialist policy.

Unlike the Communist- Party
and the trade union ‘lefts’
we think this is possible.

To Mr Gollan and the CP
executive we say state your
attitude to the demand for
a one-day national stoppage
against the Tories un-
equivocally, or do you
intend to sabotage the
struggle as you did on June
5, 1969 under cover of sup-
porting the TUC?

Only a general - strike against
the Tories can lay the basis
for a successful struggle
against the scabs’
and its reactionary authors.

That is why we urge all trade
unionists to join the All
Trades Unions Alliance now
to fight for the charter of
demands and call the TUC
to organize a one-day
stoppage against every
aspect of Tory policy.

once

LONDON
Saturday, November 28

Plashet School
(nr East Ham tube)
Doors open 12 noon

Help the Young Socialists
make their

GRAND XMAS
BAZAARS

a great success

If you are able to sew, knit, paint and can make
goods for our bazaars. If you can give us jumble,
gifts, tins of grocery. Please contact Young Socialists
Bazaars, 186a Clapham High Street, London, SW4.

THE BAZAARS ARE AT:

LEEDS
Saturday, December 12

Corn Exchange
Leeds
Doors open 12 noon

charter -
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