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No date set for special Congress

UC evades’

“action on
Tory law

- EVERY trades council, union branch and shop

By David
Maude

stewards’ committee must now

press home the

counter-attack against the Tories and their draft
Industrial Relations Bill with the utmost vigour

"Kremlin plans
Big Power

~ police in
Mid-East

BY A FOREIGN REPORTER

THE SOVIET government yesterday announced
its detailed proposals for big-power policing of

the Middle East.

These amount to a plan for the three major
imperialist powers—the United States, Britain
and France —to work with the Stalinist
in a military strangléhold to

bureaucracy
crush the Arab Revolution.
The Soviet proposals

hostilities for the time being.

They happen to be based in the three
imperialist countries with whom the Kremlin

proposes to share control.

Guarantees

According to the Moscow Stalinists, every-
thing will depend on ‘direct guarantees by

the Four Powers or by the UN Security
Council® (which is, of course, their direct
instrument).

These guarantees are that the Stalinist
bureaucracy does everything in its power to
actively obstruct the mass movement both
politically and militarily, and that its agents
Parties
against any movement of solidarity with the
Arab peoples in their fight against imperialism

in the world’s Communist

and Zionism.

As always the Soviet bureaucracy puts its
own agreements with imperialism before the
interests of the revolutionary masses. i

It does this today, even though the US
is flying in hundreds of millions of dollars
worth of arms to the reactionary Hussein
reigme in Jordan, arms which will be used
in his effort to crush the Palestinian liberation

movement,

Opportunism

Hussein, with this aid behind him, is using
the opportunism of the nationalist guerrilla
leader Arafat to prepare the final onslaught
on the impoverished Palestinian masses on the

East bank of the Jordan.

Last Tuesday Hussein and Arafat signed an

agreement  which  virtually
amounts to récognition of
Arafat as the only legitimate
guerrilla leader.

Hussein, despite vague
promises of changes in the
system of government, per-
sisted at Thursday’s press

conference in attacking what
he called ‘political infiltration’
into the guerrilla movement.

This was obviously a refer-
ence to the Popular Front for
the Liberation of Palestine and
the Popular Democratic Front
for the Liberation of Palestine.

When their leaders, Habash
and Hawatmeh, last week had
a price -put on their heads,
Hussein’s spokesman referred
to them as ‘political parties
with gun in hand’, which
could not be tolerated.

This then is the prospect
held out by the treachérous
Stalinist bureaucracy: to work
for a diplomatic and military
settlement which leaves intact
the imperialist outpost in
Israel, accepts the US arms
build-up, and leaves the most
reactionary feudal forces free
to crush the mass movement
against imperialism.

suggest a United
Nations armed force and demilitarized zones
which ‘give no advantage to either side’. .
The advantages, of course, accrue to the
big oil monopolies who want a cessation of

work

and urgency.
This much is clear

from the complete

failure of yesterday’s

special meeting of the
TUC General Council

to produce dany real®

plan of action for
defeating what it de-
scribed as the govern-
ment’s ‘mis-conceived
and doctrinaire’ legis-
lation.

Yassir Arafat : Betrayal by pen.
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Only. two decisions emerged
from the union chiefs’ three-
hour. discussion at London’s
Congress House.

These were:

@® To instruct the TUC’s
Finance and General Purposes
‘inner cabinet’ to organize a
‘public campaign’ with the
object-.of inferming ‘not .only
the trade union movement but
the nation as a whole . . . of
the serious implications of this
legislation' and

® To convene ‘a special
congress of affiliated unions’
early next year.

A high point in this retreat
was the action of engineering
union Ileader Hugh Scan-
lon who suggested to yester-
day's meeting that unions
refuse to register with the
Tories’ ‘registrar -~ of trade
unions’.

But he withdrew the call
after other council members
said this move would be pre-
mature.

So the General Council
agreed—unanimously—to talk
about doing something . . .
sometime in the future.

Poor return

A poor return for the 200
or so engineering, - railway,
building and electrical workers
who had lobbied TUC head-
quarters from early morning
in the hope of securing some
immediaite action.

And no answer at all for
the thousands of council, car
and dock rank-and-filers under
the Tory lash now.

It was even a slap in the
face for the Communist
Party’s pathetic call — dis-
tributed yesterday in leaflet
form—for the council to ‘re-
call the TUC to decide on
measures to .  mobilize the
movement . . . declare as from
now that it will have nothing
to do with the Commission on
Industrial Relations’.

As one Lancashire
motors’ steward commented
after the meeting:

‘1 suppose a re-called
Congress is some advance
on a publicity campaign,
but not much. It's really
down to us now,’
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AEF president Scanlop, top, and T&GWU secretary Jonmes, above, lobbied after yesterday's

General Council meeting.
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We have 16 days
o raise £912 12s 4l

THE RESPONSE is still too
slow. Yesterday’s postbag
brought in €46 16s leaving us
with £912 12s 4d to raise
towards the £1,250 October
target.

The determined reply of the
council workers and other
trade unionists to the Tories,
makes us even more con-
vinced on the need to expand
and develop the Workers
Press.

The big response to the
paper proves we can achieve
the total if we fight politically
for it. We urge all our readers
to, go all out now. )

Step wup the campaign
immediately to raise every
penny you can towards the
fund. Send your donatiens to:

Workers Press
Appeal Fund,

186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4.
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ST HELENS

Employers
refuse to
re-instate
builders

BY STEPHEN JOHNS

UNIONS representing the 75 sacked St Helens
building workers will meet at district level this
week to discuss action that can be takgn to get

the men re-instated.

E-W deals aimed at China

THE RECENTLY concluded
agreements between Russia
and France and Germany as
well as the Middle East
treaty have laid the basis
for a concerted application
of pressure against the
Chinese People’s Republic
by the Soviet bureaucracy.

Important White House
officials concede that the
USSR now has more troops
facing China than it has
facing Europe.

Concentrations of troops,
rocket artillery and logistic
bases have been steadily
built up since 1965.

Despite the accreditin® of
a new Soviet ambassador to
China and other ‘friendly’
gestures, diplomatic pres-
sure against the Mao regime
is being intensified since the
defeat of the Liu Shao fac-

tion in the cultural revolu-
tion.

Moscow's far  eastern
policy of a detente with US
imperialism over the Pacific
region and a possible Geneva
1954-type negotiated settle-
ment of the Vietnam war .
was prédicated on the de-
feat and overthrow of the
Mao group in the Chinese
bureaucracy.

Now the rejection of
Nixon's peace proposals by

Hanoi and the recognition
of China by Canada (the
47th country to do so) has
obviously increased the dis-
comfiture of the Moscow
bureaucrats.

Moreover the escalating
Cambodian war and the
serious reverses suffered by
the Soviet-recognized Lon
Nol regime augments
Peking’s popularity in Asian
eyes and greatly discredits .
Soviet foreign policy.

Irish banks may open

IRISH BANK strikers are to vote this week on the govern-
ment Labour Court’s new set of proposals—put forward yester-
day morning—for ending the five-month stoppage. The ballot
is widely expected to result in a return to work,

The executive of the Irish Bank Officials’ Association,
whose 6,800 members have brought Irish banks to a standstill,
recommended acceptance at a meeting yvesterday.

Engineers back

IN SWINDON the district
committee of the Amal-
gamated Union of Engineers
and Foundryworkers has
- called -« for @ . two-hour
token stoppage of all en-
gineering workers in the
area in support of the
council workers.

The committee are also to
organize a 24-hour stoppage

against the proposed anti-
union laws.

A similar resolution has
been passed by the Thorn-
ton Heath, Londom, braach
of the AEF.

Swindon council workers
have rejected a further 45s
offer by the corporation,
who now say that no more
talks will take place until

council strikes

the town sewage workers
return.

In Bournemouth union
officials have warned that
there will ‘be a'stoppage of
all council workers if the
council goes on using
private contractors to clear
a rubbish dump in the town.

At Portsmouth 30,000

children were turned away
from school as caretakers
and cleaners joined the
dispute. :
In London union leaders
said that the refuse strike
will be extended to the
other 31 boroughs if settle-
ment was not reached at
Friday’s national talks.

Dustmen
angry at
leaders

Visit ends
planned mar_ch

CROYDON COUNCIL
workers expressed indignation
vesterday on learning that
local strike leaders had called
off a planned demonstration
because of the Duchess of
Kent’s visit to a new shopping
centre in the town.

A spokesman for the Croy-
don strike committee said:

‘We were told by the police
that a demonstration would
be an embarrassment to
royalty (sic}) and they asked
us to call it off. And this we
agreed to do.™

One of the strikers retorted:

‘It’s a damn sight more em-
barrassing for us to have to
live on the wages we are
getting.’

One person who was pleased
at the outcome was Croydon’s
police Chief Superintendent
who said of the strike com-
mittee leaders he contacted:

‘They were very reasonable
people. They later rang me
back and said the demonstra-
tion had been called off.’

The Croydon men are also
running up against the in-
creased restrictions on supple-
mentary benefits for those on
strike.

One striker — married with
three children and paying £4-
a-week rent—was refused any
money at the Social Security
office.

Last week he only received
£8, made up of one day’s pay
plus a tax rebate.

Other strikers complained
that they had been told to
wait until receiving tax rebates
before making applications.

But this will be very diffi-
cult as the rebates will only
be received shortly before the
Social Security office closes
today.

@ See page 4 picture.

' ‘ACCEPT’
OFFER

LEADERS of 7,600 Rolls-
Royce draughtsmen have Ye-
commended acceptance of the
company’s wage offer which
provides for wage increases
varying from 7 to 16 per cent

throughout the combine.
@ See story page four

Set example to miners

Win ALL

council

men’s demands

THE DECISION by Barking council to meet

their striking employees’ claim in full is a
victory for all Britain’s local authority manual

workers.

It should effectively
scotch any thought of com-
promise by wunion leaders
when they talk with
employers today in London.

But’~ despite this clear
evidence that councils can
and will pay up if the
strike remains solid, unions
indicated again yesterday
that they were prepared to
retreat on their seven
demands.

Bernard Dix of the Public
Employees Union said: -

‘If every local authority
said they would pay 535s
now and negotiate the rest
later, I think the strike
would be over.

Hold out

This kind of talk will of
course  encourage  every
town hall employer to hold
out on the important de-
mands for equal pay for
women, better holidays and
service payments and a 10
per cent increase for the
majority of workers not
covered by incentive
schemes.

If Barking can concede
on each one of these de-
mands so can every council
in the country.

The unions’ haste to call
off the dispute was again
demonstrated when officials
at Barking urged grave-
diggers, welfare and edu-
cational transport workers
to return ‘on trust’ today
before Monday's ratification
of the offer.

Avoided

They are also aiding
Barking council to find new
rubbish tips, so that the
problem of crossing the
picket lines still mounted
on the existing ones in the
area can be avoided.

Despite T&GWU national
group secretary John
Cousins’ jubilance, the Bark-
ing victory must not be

Hull march

a success

OVER 700 local council
workers marched through Hull
in support of their pay claim.
Dustmen, sewage workers,
school cleaners and caretakers
shouted, ‘What we want is

555

Many workers said that
there should be an all-out
stoppage in the city. After the
march a number of demon-
strators attended a corpora-
tion meeting.

- the giant Prkmgtons

| of Woodworkers,

overestimated
strikers.

! Behind all the local horse-
trading there is the larger
political issue.

by the

The Tory government
knows that a total national
victory by this group of
workers would be a severe
blow to their campaign to
discipline the working class
and the unions.

The miners would, for
example, take great en-
couragement and  press

harder their own 30 per
cent claim if the council
workers won their own 20
per cent.

Like cattle
in a pen

HULL DOCKERS struck for
half a day yesterday afternoon
against the employers’ inter-
pretation of the Devlin Phase
Two productivity deal.

The half-day stoppage
followed a mass meeting in
the City Hall.

Dockers say the employers

are acting in bad faith by
shifting men around and
imposing  stiff  disciplinary

penalties for trivial offences.
“"As one docker put it:
‘Under this new scheme, we
are treated like cattle in a
pen'.

The men were fired on
Tuesday by Rowlinson Con-
struction Ltd, for attending
a demonstration in the town
in support of the victimized
Pilkington glassworkers.

A further 16 of their work-
mates were also sacked for
joining picket lines outside the
site gates at Liverpool Rd near
sheet
glass plant.

Harry Walker, NW organizer
for the Amalgamated Society
told the
Workers Press that manage-
ment had told ‘him that they
were not prepared to discuss
the dispute.

NO TALKS

‘We asked them to be sen-
sible and re-instate the men,
but he said that he was not
prepared to discuss the ques-
tion at all,’ said Mr Walker.

‘We will not allow the firm
to recruit other labour—we
are 99 per cent organized up
here in the North. :

‘I think the firm will have
to come back to us. It must
be costing them thousands
with the site closed. It's like
a graveyard there.

It is understood that Row-
linson are approaching St
Helens Corporation to obtain
an extension on the site com-
pletion date to avoid the pay-
ment of fines that will be
levied by the council if they

fail to meet the building
completion date.
Meanwhile in St Helens

police were continuing their
investigation yesterday into
a phone call that threatened
the life of Lady Pilkington,
wife of the glass tycoon Lord
Pilkington.

SHOCK

After receiving the
Lady Pilkington said:

‘It was a terrible shock at
the time and I handed the
phone over to my husband. "’
I have now got over the
shock.

call

MEETING

Hands.off the unions!

GREET

THE SIX-DAY
workers jiress

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18
Poplar Civic Hall, Bow Road, E.3

7.30 p.m.

SPEAKERS

G. Healy (SLL National Secretary)
G. Caughey (Chairman Pilkington’s Rank and

File Committee)
Roy Battersby

John Simmance (YS National Secretary)

Adm 2s

Chairman : C. Slaughter (SLL Central Committee member)
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UC evades

~action on
Tory law

- EVERY trades council, union branch and shop
stewards’ committee must now press home the
counter-attack against the Tories and their draft
Industrial Relations Bill with the utmost vigour

By David
Maude

Kremlin plans
Big Power

police in

Mid-East

BY A FOREIGN REPORTER

THE SOVIET government yesterday announced
its detailed proposals for big-power policing of

the Middle East.

These amount to a plan for the three major
imperialist powers—the United States, Britain

and France —to work with

bureaucracy in a military stranglehold to

crush the Arab Revolution.

The Soviet proposals suggest a United
Nations armed force and demilitarized zones
which ‘give no advantage to either side’. .

The advantages, of course, accrue to the
big oil monopolies who want a cessation of

hostilities for the time being.
They happen to be based

imperialist countries with whom the Kremlin

proposes to share control.

Guarantees

According to the Moscow Stalinists, every-
thing will depend on ‘direct guarantees by

the Four Powers or by the

Council’ (which is, of course, their direct

instrument).
These guarantees are that

bureaucracy does everything in its power to
actively obstruct the mass movement both
politically and militarily, and that’ its agents

in the world’s Communist

against any movement of solidarity with the
Arab peoples in their fight against imperialism

and Zionism.

As always the Soviet bureaucracy puts its
own agreements with imperialism before the
interests of the revolutionary masses. '

It does this today, even though the US
is flying in hundreds of millions of dollars
worth of arms to the reactionary Hussein

reigme in Jordan, arms which

in his effort to crush the Palestinian liberation

movement.

Opportunism

Hussein, with this aid behind him, is using
the opportunism of the nationalist guerrilla
leader Arafat to prepare the final onslaught

on the impoverished Palestinian
East bank of the Jordan.

Last Tuesday Hussein and Arafat sighed an

agreement  which  virtually
amounts to récognition of
Arafat as the only legitimate

the Stalinist

in the three

UN Security

the Stalinist

Parties work

will be used

masses on the

and urgency.

This much is clear
from the complete
failure of yesterday’s
special meeting of the
TUC General Council

to produce any real"

plan of action for
defeating what it de-
scribed as the govern-
ment’s ‘mis-conceived
and doctrinaire’ legis-
lation.

Yassir Arafat :
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Betrayal by pen.

Only. two decisions emerged
from the union chiefs’ three-
hour discussion at London’s
Congress House.

These were:

@ To instruct.the TUC’s
Finance and General Purposes
‘inner cabinet’ to organize a
‘public campaign’ with the
object- of inferming ‘not .only
the trade union movement but
the nation as a whole . . . of
the serious implications of this
legislation’ and

@® To convene ‘a special
congress of affiliated unions’
early next year.

A high point in this retreat
was the action of engineering
union leader Hugh Scan-
lon who suggested to yester-
day’s meeting that wunions
refuse to register with the
Tories’ ‘registrar of trade
unions’.

But he withdrew the call
after other council members
said this move would be pre-
mature.

- So the General Council
agreed—unanimously—to talk
about doing something . . .
sometime in the future.

Poor return

A poor return for the 200
or so engineering, railway,
building and electrical workers
who had lobbied TUC head-
quarters from early morning
in the hope of securing some
immediaite action.

And no answer at all for
the thousands of council, car
and dock rank-and-filers under
the Tory lash now.

It was even a slap in the
face for the Communist
Party’s pathetic call — dis-
tributed yesterday in leaflet
form—for the council to ‘re-
call the TUC to decide on
measures to  mobilize the
movement . . . declare as from
now that it will have nothing
to do with the Commission on
Industrial Relations’.

As one Lancashire
motors’ steward commented
after the meeting:

‘I suppose a re-called
Congress is some advance
on a publicity campaign,
but not much. It's really
down to us now.’

@ PAGE FOUR COL. 1
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AEF president Scanlop, top, and T&GWU secretary Jones, above, lobbied after yesterday’s

General Council meeting.
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We have 16 days
to raise £912 12sdd

THE RESPONSE is still too
slow. Yesterday’s postbag
brought in £46 16s leaving us
with £912 12s 4d to raise
towards the £1,250 October
target.

The determined reply of the
council workers and other
trade unionists to the Tories,
makes us even more con-
vinced on the need to expand
and develop the Workers
Press.

The big response to the
paper proves we can achieve
the total if we fight politically
for it. We urge all our readers
to, go all out now. '

‘Step up the campaign
immediately to raise every
penny you can towards the
fund. Send your donations to:

Workers Press
Appeal Fund,

186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4,
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ST HELENS

Employers
refuse to
re-instate
builders

BY STEPHEN JOHNS

UNIONS representing the 75 sacked St Helens
building workers will meet at district level this
week to discuss action that can be taken to get

the men re-instated.

guerrilla leader.

Hussein, despite vague
promises of changes in the
system of government, per-
sisted at Thursday’s press
conference in attacking what
he called ‘political infiltration’
into the guerrilla movement.

This was obviously a refer-
ence to the Popular Front for
the Liberation of Palestine and
the Popular Democratic Front
for the Liberation of Palestine.

When their leaders, Habash
and Hawatmeh, last week had
a price -put on their heads,
Hussein’s spokesman referred
to them as ‘political parties
with gun in hand’, which
could not be tolerated. :

This then is the prospect
held out by the treachérous
Stalinist bureaucracy: to work
for a diplomatic and military
settlement which leaves intact
the imperialist outpost in
Israel, accepts the US arms
build-up, and leaves the most
reactionary feudal forces free
to crush the mass movement

E-W deals aimed at China

THE RECENTLY concluded
agreements between Russia
and France and Germany as
well as the Middle East
treaty have laid the basis
for a concerted application
of pressure against the
Chinese People’s Republic
by the Soviet bureaucracy.

Important White House
officials concede that the
USSR now has more troops
facing China than it has
facing Europe.

Concentrations of troops,
rocket artillery and logistic
bases have been steadily
built up since 1965.

Despite the accrediting of
a new Soviet ambassador to
China and other ‘friendly’
gestures, diplomatic pres-
sure against the Mao regime
is being intensified since the

against imperialism.

/

defeat of the Liu Shao fac-

tion in the cultural revolu-
tion.

Moscow’s  far  eastern
policy of a detente with US
imperialism over the Pacific
region and a possible Geneva
1954-type negotiated settle-
ment of the Vietnam war
was prédicated on the de-
feat and overthrow of the
Mao group in the Chinese
bureaucracy.

Now the rejection of
Nixon’s peace proposals by

Hanoi and the recognition
of China by Canada (the
47th country to do so) has
obviously increased the dis-
comfiturée of the Moscow
bureaucrats.

Moreover the escalating
Cambodian war and the
serious reverses suffered by
the Soviet-recognized Lon
Nol regime augments
Peking’s popularity in Asian

eyes and greatly discredits .

Soviet foreign policy.

Irish banks may open

IRISH BANK strikers are to vote this week on the govern-
ment Labour Court’s new set of proposals—put forward yester-
day morning—for ending the five-month stoppage. The ballot
is widely expected to result in a return to work.

The executive of the Irish Bank Officials’ Association,
whose 6,800 members have brought Irish banks to a standstill,
recommended acceptance at a meeting yesterday.

1

Engineers back

IN SWINDON the district
committee of the Amal-
gamated Union of Engineers
and Foundryworkers has
called - for a .two-hour
token stoppage of all en~
gineering workers in the
area in support of the
council workers.

The committee are also to
organize a 24-hour stoppage

against the proposed anti-
union laws.

A similar resolution has
been passed by the Thorn-
ton Heath, Lendon, braach
of the AEF.

Swindon council workers
have rejected a further 45s
offer by the corporation,
who now say that no more
talks will take place until

council strikes

the town sewage workers

return.

In Bournemouth union
officials have warned that
there will be a stoppage of
all council workers if the
council goes on using
private contractors to clear
a rubbish dump in the town.

At Portsmouth 30,000

children were turned away
from school as caretakers

and cleaners joined the
dispute.
-y

In London union leaders
said that the refuse strike
will be extended to the
other 31 boroughs if settle-
ment was not reached at
Friday’s national talks.

Dustmen
angry at
leaders

Visit ends
planned march

CROYDON COUNCIL
workers expressed indignation
yesterday on learning that
local strike leaders had called
off a planned demonstration
because of the Duchess of
Kent’s visit to a new shopping
centre in the town.

A spokesman for the Croy-
don strike committee said:

‘We were told by the police
that a demonstration would
be an embarrassment to
royalty (sic) and they asked
us to call it off. And this we
agreed to do.”

One of the strikers retorted:

‘It’s a damn sight more em-
barrassing for us to have to
live on the wages we are
getting.’

One person who was pleased
at the outcome was Croydon’s
police Chief Superintendent
who said of the strike com-
mittee leaders he contacted:

‘They were very reasonable
people. They later rang me
back and said the demonstra-
tion had been called off.’

The Croydon men are also
running up against the in-
creased restrictions on supple-
mentary benefits for those on
strike.

One striker — married with
three children and paying £4-
a-week rent—was refused any
money at the Social Security
office.

Last week he only received
£8, made up of one day’s pay
plus a tax rebate.

Other strikers complained
that they had been told to
wait until receiving tax rebates
before making applications.

But this will be very diffi-
cult as the rebates will only
be received shortly before the
Social Security office closes
today.

@ See page 4 picture.

" ‘ACCEPT
OFFER

LEADERS of 7,600 Rolls-
Royce draughtsmen have Ye-
commended acceptance of the
company’s wage offer which
provides for wage increases
varying from 7 to 16 per cent

Set example to miners
Win ALL
council
men’s demands

THE DECISION by Barking council to meet

their striking employees’ claim in full is a
victory for all Britain’s local authority manual

workers.

It should effectively
scotch any thought of com-
promise by union leaders
when they talk  with
employers today in London.

But  despite this clear
evidence that councils can
and will pay up if the
strike remains solid, unions
indicated again yesterday
that they were prepared to
retreat on their seven
demands.

Bernard Dix of the Public
Employees Union said:

‘If every local authority
said they would pay 55s
now and negotiate the rest
later, I think the strike
would be over.

Hold out

This kind of talk will of
course encourage  every
town hall employer to hold
out_ on the important de-
mands for equal pay for
women, better holidays and
service payments and a 10
per cent increase for the
majority of workers not
covered by incentive
schemes.

If Barking can concede
on each one of these de-
mands so can every council
in the country.

The unions’ haste to call
off the dispute was again
demonstrated when officials
at Barking urged grave-
diggers, welfare and edu-
cational transport workers
to return ‘on trust’ today
before Monday's ratification
of the offer.

Avoided

They are also aiding
Barking council to find new
rubbish tips, so that the
problem of crossing the
picket lines still mounted
on the existing ones in the
area can be avoided.

Despite T&GWU national
group secretary John

throughout the combine.
@ See story page four

Cousins’ jubilance, the Bark-
ing victory must not be

Hull march

a success

OVER 700 local council
workers marched through Hull
in support of their pay claim.
Dustmen, sewage workers,
school cleaners and caretakers
;houted, ‘What we want is
5s’.

Many workers said that
there should be an all-out
stoppage in the city. After the
march a number of demon-
strators attended a corpora-
tion meeting.

- the giant

overestimated
strikers.

i Behind all the local horse-

trading there is the larger
political issue.

by the

The Tory government
knows that a total national
victory by this group of
workers would be a severe
blow to their campaign to
discipline the working class
and the unions,

The miners would, for
example, take great en-
couragement and  press
harder their own 30 per
cent claim if the council
workers won their own 20
per cent.

Like cattle
in a pen

HULL DOCKERS struck for
half a day yesterday afternoon
against the employers’ inter-
pretation of the Devlin Phase
Two productivity deal.

The half-day stoppage
followed a mass meeting in
the City Hall.

Dockers say the employers
are acting in bad faith by
shifting men around and
imposing  stiff  disciplinary
penalties for trivial offences.
"'As one docker put it:
‘Under this new scheme, we
are treated like cattle in a
pen’.

The men were fired on
Tuesday by Rowlinson Con-
struction Ltd, for attending
a demonstration in the town
in support of the victimized
Pilkington glassworkers.

A further 16 of their work-
mates were also sacked for
joining picket lines outside the
site gates at Liverpool Rd near
riiungtons  sheet
glass plant. i

Harry Walker, NW organizer
for the Amalgamated Society
of Woodworkers, told the
Workers Press that manage-
ment had told ‘him that they
were not prepared to discuss
the dispute.

NO TALKS

‘We asked them to be sen-
sible and re-instate the men,
but he said that he was not
prepared to discuss the ques-
tion at all,} said Mr Walker.

‘We will not allow the firm
to recruit other labour—we
are 99 per cent organized up
here in the North. :

‘I think the firm will have
to come back to us. It must
be costing them thousands
with the site closed. It’s like
a graveyard there.’

It is understood that Row-
linson are approaching St
Helens Corporation to obtain
an extension on the site com-
pletion date to avoid the pay-
ment of fines that will be
levied by the council if they

fail to meet the building
completion date.
Meanwhile in St Helens

police were continuing their
investigation yesterday into
a phone call that threatened
the life of Lady Pilkington,
wife of the glass tycoon Lord
Pilkington.

SHOCK

After receiving the
Lady Pilkington said:

‘It was a terrible shock at
the time and 1 handed the
phone over to my husband."’
I have now got over the
shock.’

call

MEETING

Hands ofi the unions!

GREET

THE SIX-DAY
workers firess

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18
Poplar Civic Hall, Bow Road, E.3

7.30 p.m.

SPEAKERS

G. Healy (SLL National Secretary)
G. Caughey (Chairfan Pilkington'’s Rank and

File Committee)
Roy Battersby

Adm 2s

John Simmance (YS National Secretary)

Chairman : C. Slaughter (SLL Central Committee member)
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Feather
formula
on both

sides of
Irish Sea

SHOP STEWARDS from Bel-
fast’s shipbuilding and engineer-
ing industries have launched a
campaign aimed at mobilizing
the whole of the Ulster labour
movement against the anti-strike
laws proposed by the Heath gov-
ernment.

At a meeting organized by the
Belfast Confederation of Ship-
building and Engineering Unions
this week 83 shop stewards and
union officials pledged their
unanimous
Tory attacks on their unions.

But no detailed campaign of
action was drawn up by the
union leaders who talked to the
men,

Andrew Barr, CSEU chairman,
trotted out the now familiar
digest of industrial statistics first
used by Victor Feather, TUC
general secretary in his speech
at the 102nd Congress.

Far more days were lost in
industry through accidents, sick-
ness etc., than were lost through
strikes, said Barr,” who ended
with a plea for full employment
in Ulster. -~

This would solve the prob-
lem of industrial strife in N
Ireland he added. -

Praised efforts

Main speaker, Harry Urwin,
assistant secretary of the Trans-
port & General Workers’ Union,
praised the efforts of local
trade union leaders.

The government, he said, were
just puppets for big business.

The legislation was a move to
amputate the two limbs that
had maintained British unionism
for a century.

These were the 1871 Act that
freed workpeople from legally-
binding agreements and the 1906
Trades Disputes Act that pre-
vented employers sueing unions
for damages arising out of a
strike.

He emphasized that this was
the greatest threat that had faced
the whole trade union move-
ment since the general strike of
1926 and pledged that the TUC
would ‘mobilize’ the working

class into action against the
laws.

Shied away
But despite this bluster,
Urwin shied away from the

question of industrial action by
Ulster workers.

Any stewards who turned out
in Belfast expecting to hear
details of a real campaign of
action against the Tory govern-
ment must” hdve " been disap-
pointed—it’s the Feather formula
both sides of the Irish sea as
far as the union officials are con-
cerned.

opposition to the -

Scottish miners marching through Edinburgh to a rally last Sunday.

'MINERS’ PAY CLAIM

Three NUM branchm secretaries talk to Workers Press

HARRY RILEY, secretary Brodsworth (Yorks) branch
National Union of Mineworkers:

THIS CLAIM is completely
justified, as is acknowledged
by all the people who know
anything about working con-
ditions in the industry.

The skill required, the ardu-
ousness of the work, the haz-
ards to health which still con-
tinue, and the dangers to life;
these things alone require that
the rates of pay should be as
high as in any other industry.

I, as Brodsworth branch secre-
tary, feel that we should fight to
the end.

The miners are prepared to
fight the government on this
issue.

Wealth divisions are too great
in this country—one man can
go to the Bahamas and another is
lucky if he gets to Cleethorpes.

But the man who produces
the wealth, the man who does
the work, is the man at the bot-
tom of the scale.

The Tory conference wanted
to attack the unions because it
represented those who have the
wealth against those who do. the
work. It is the man who does a
day’s work who is important.

We will get support from the
other unions. Low-paid workers
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everywhere get abysmal pay. The
surface worker in the mining
industry has to work twice what
should be a normal working
week in order to take home a
decent wage for himself and his
family.

Working conditions, for sur-
face workers especially, are atro-
cious. We are fighting them at a
local level, but improvements
are very, very slow in coming.

GEORGE WILKINSON,

secretary Houghton

Main

(Yorks) branch, National Union of Mineworkers and a

member of the Labour Party:

I AM strongly in favour of a
strike on the issue of the £5.
There should be no settling
for anything less.

The miner has slipped from
first in the wages table to 16th
and this has been because of

weak leadership.
There must be no more weak-

H. E. PARKINS, secretary of Chesterfield branch of the
National Union of Mineworkers:

THE TORIES’ intention to smash the working class will
strengthen the miners. Industrial action can be used to bring
down the Tory government, but we are striking for a wages

increase.

I want to make it quite clear
this is not a ‘trick’ to bring

down the government though we ,

do want- the Tories -out. -

. Yoty [

We have been calling for
action since before June.

The miners are militant
because they are not getting the
wages they are entitled to.

I see this as both a political
and economic strike and it is a
demonstration to the Tories that
this is a justified case.

g
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in a suitcase.

On the Pilkington dispute, I
would have supported the 250
victimized glass workers by call-
ing the men back out on strike.

600,000 unemployed is too
many. The Tory government
would have to expand their eco-
nomy to reduce the figures. But
they will use this pool of unem-
ployed to bring down wages.

Lord Robens can’t take inde-
pendent action on pit closures
even with the backing from the
government. The 22,000 miners
who would lose their jobs
through this action is nothing
compared with the 30,000 who
become unemployed each year.

Neither Lord Robens nor the
government want to rely upon
oil, gas or nuclear power to
supply all the energy so therefore
they will not close unprofitable
pits.

An unprofitable pit is determ-
ined by the balance sheet at the
NCB. The profits are being used
to pay off interest payments
which the government should
have relieved from the industry,
allowing the money to be used
for the industry and moderniza-
tion.

Lord Robens says if coal prices

increase, they will lose on the:

market and closures of pits will
be inevitable. He claims the
demand of steep wage increases
will also cause this result.

The government must remove
the crippling burdens. The unions
are against the import of Ameri-
can coal during strikes, which is
charged to the industry and not
to the nation.

It should not be the miners’
wages to suffer.

ness now. The miners are united
as never before.

We will show Robens, the
Coal Board, the Tory press and
the Tory government.

We must take on this govern-
ment. .The Tories got back in
because of the weakness of the
Labour government, because Wil-
son and company attacked the
working class for the benefit of
the monopolists.

The Conservative Party con-
ference showed that the parlia-
mentary spokesmen of capitalism
want to smash the working class.

But the seeds qf this were
sown by the Labour govern-
ment. They started the prices
and incomes policy.

They started the anti-union
laws. Now the Tories think the
ground is prepared for them.
They think we are vulnerable.

And they think the miners are
the most yulnerable of the lot
because of the way we have been
treated since nationalization. But
we are going to show them
exactly where we stand.

The miners have got the sup-
port of the T&GWU and the
AEF. The claim is legitimate.

£20 is the minimum people
require to live on.

The miners are prepared to
stick it out even though it means
taking on the Tory government.
I am confident Houghton Main
will be solid for the strike.

Tory right-wingers

join‘fines’

~witch-
hunt

FLEET STREET — with the assist-
MPs Sir Gerald
Nabarro and Harold Gurden—was in
full witch-hunting flight against the
* car and engineering unions again

ance of Tory

yesterday.

Bewhiskered S Worcestershire Tory MP
Nabarro—strangely silent since his abortive
road-tax scare earlier this year—appears
to have found a new hobby-horse.

Like his earlier mount, it
may turn out to be something
less than a thoroughbred.

New clause

Horning in behind Fleet St’s
‘Daily Mail’, ‘Express’ and
‘Mirror’ on the so-called
‘“work hard and get fined”
row’ at British Leyland’s Aus-
tin Longbridge factory at Bir-
mingham, Sir Gerald wants
to add a new clause to the
179 already set out in the
government’s Industrial Rela-
tions Bill consultative docu-
ment.

This, he told constituents at
Peopleton on  Wednesday

" night, would enable Westmin-
ster to prohibit ‘tyrannical’

'shop-ﬂoor practices like the

S Worcs Tory MP Nabarro.

Birmingham and Midland
Sheet Metalworkers’ protec-
tive ceiling on piecework earn-

ings in Longbridge’s body
shop.

Punishable
His theory, if it can be

dignified with such a title, is
that ‘any measure designed to
limit production, prejudice
productivity or inhibit output
in industry in any way’ should
be punishable by the proposed
Industrial Court.

Birmingham Selly Oak MP
Gurden, who says he has

fought 50 cases of ‘fined’
workers in two years,.is also
in the field. .

He said the same evening
that he intended to ask
Chancellor Reginald Maudling
to investigate what happened
to ‘fines’ collected by shop
stewards in the motor and
other industries:

Not winner

‘1 want to know whether
shop stewards are taxed on
these fines, or whether they
are paid into general union
funds.’ -

Nabarro, Gurden and their
co-thinkers in Fleet St clearly
think they are onto a winner.
In fact, it is unlikely to even
make the water-jump.

Piecework ceilings, as ex-
plained in yesterday’s Workers
Press, operate in car and
engineering plants all over
Britain as a means of defend-
ing jobs.

Worst enemy

Despite  ‘Daily  Express’
claims that Longbridge men
have ‘protested at the penal-
ties imposed by their union
for earning too much’, Inde-
pendent Television News
could not find a single worker
leaving Wednesday's body-
shop afternoon shift who was
opposed to it.

And, as a London engineer-

‘not saying payment-by-results
-is God’s gift to the working

" getting it under control.

ing steward told Workers
Press during yesterday’s lobby
of the TUC General Council,
‘a rate-buster is his own worst
enemy.

‘Don’t get me wrong, I'm

class—but this is one way of

‘We don’t have fines, but
you have to have some way
of dealing with budding
Stakhanovites prepared to kill
themselves and work their
mates out of a job.

Record

Let us once again set the
record straight.

Redundancies would inevi-
tably follow in piecework
plants if earnings went com-
pletely unlimited; for the
simple reason that only a
given amount of money is
available for a given schedule
of work.

If one man earns a dis-
proportionate share of this
amount it follows that there is
less work for others — and
managements will inevitably
put workers outside the gate.

Fleet St and the Tory far
right must either come out
openly in favour of massive
redundancies in the motor
and engineering industries or
shut up.

First press conference since war

in Amman on Wednesday.

Kent miners coming off a shift at Betteshanger colliery.

Localized battles weaken
auto workers’ claim

OFFICIALS of the United

Auto Workers’ Union are
preparing a major sell-out of
the wages fight now opening
up with the car giant General
Motors in the United States.

The auto workers’ demand is
for $1.25-an-hour pay rise in the
first year of the new three-year
contract, followed by $1.65 over
the rest of the contract’s life—
a total rise of $2.90, more than
£1 an hour.

But it seems more than likely
that the UAW bureaucracy has
simply got together behind
the backs of the auto workers
and worked out a strategy for

defeating the struggle.

While negotiations proceed in
Detroit over the national wage
package for the company, a
whole series of local struggles
over sectional issues are being
brought to the fore in order to
divert attention from the main
wages fight.

Both the company and the
union have gone to elaborate
lengths to boost these sectional
struggles.

The ‘New York Times’ reports
that such sectional talks ‘have
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been pressed in 157 plants from
coast to coast and a hotline sys-
tem has been run into General
Motor’s headquarters in Detroit
so that top union and manage-
ment officials can help break
bottlenecks that develop at local
level.

‘Troubleshooters from both
sides are out in the field to
speed the process of local agree-
ment.’

Wages struggles in US car fac-
tories always centre around the
negotiation of new contracts on
a national basis, company by
company. ‘

Because of the Measured-Day
Work system that operates in the
‘plants, this is the only way the
workers can wield their strength
against the car barons.

The struggles over local ques-
tions are simply a side-issue to
this main fight.

But the union chiefs—with the
backing of the US Communist
Party and its newspaper ‘Daily
World’—think differently.

‘Victories’

They are building up a series
of minor ‘victories’, claiming each
local struggle won as a major
step forward. But the general
shape of the package being
worked out at Detroit is likely
to appear in a very different
light.

The package the union chiefs
are demanding includes not only
the wage demands listed, but

claims for increased medical
insurance—there is no National
Health Service in the US—and
for retirement after 30 years’ ser-
vice on a $500 pension.

In an attempt to split the
older from the young workers,
UAW chiefs are playing up the
‘30-and-out’ pension issue while
soft-pedalling on the vital wages
demands.

In fact, 30 and out was the
sole demand raised on a recent
demonstration organized with
UAW blessing outside the com-
pany’s Detroit headquarters.

The ‘Daily World’ gave it ban-
ner treatment, but omitted to
mention the retreat on pay.

Severe blow

A  sell-out in the General
Motors’ wage fight would be a
severe blow to the US working
class, which is fighting back in a
very tenacious way against raging
price increases and growing
unemployment.

The carworkers have been
inspired by the tough struggles
over the national Teamster con-
tract, where lorry drivers
‘revolted” against the union
bureaucrats and forced a renego-
tiation of the national package.

The same questions of leader-
ship and the fight against bureau-
cracy which are posed before
carworkers in Britain now face
US auto workers in their fight
for better wages and conditions.

Hussein to
operate anti-
-guerrilla deal

‘

KITTED out in the uniform of supreme armed forces com-
mander, the Sandhurst-trained Hussein who rules what’s left
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan gave a press conference

Top of his agenda, of course,
was the enforcement of his new
agreement with guerrilla leader
Yassir Arafat of the Palestine
Liberation Organization — an
agreement drafted in Cairo under
Nasser’s nose just before he died
and finalized on Tuesday night.
- The agreement must be made
to work, King Hussein told the
assembled pressmen, and he
hoped that it would usher in a
new era of co-existence between
the two parties. -

Welcomed

It came as no surprise that
Hussein welcomed the agreement,
because under its terms Arafat
and his movement are commit-
ted to respect the sovereignty of
Hussein’s state and are effectively
subordinated to the Jordanian
Army.

Commandos will no longer be
able to carry arms or hold mili-
tary displays or conduct military
exercises in cities.

And their bases are to be
situated outside cities and vil-
lages.

Since most of Jordan con-
sists of arid barren desert, this
means the commandos are being
pushed out into the wilderness,
with effectively no rights.

And they will also be required
to show due respect to the
regular armed forces—the Bed-
ouin troops who less than a
month ago were looting, raping

and slaughtering their way
through the Palestinian refugee
camps.

In return, Hussein has graci-
ously accorded recognition to the
guerrillas, provided they adhere
to Arafat’s central committee.

The left wing of the guerrilla
movement, which correctly
regards the agreement as a sell-
out, has now been abandoned by
Arafat and Hussein’s troops are
no doubt hunting them down.

This rotten settlement is the
fruit of systematic betrayal in
the Jordan war.

First, the Soviet Union, under
combined pressure and threats
from the United States and
Israel, left the guerrillas to their
fate when Syria withdrew its
tanks from Jordan.

Then Arafat went to Cairo and
signed the deal with Hussein.

Turning point

This was the turning-point.
The glaring fact that there can
be no liberation of Palestine
without relentless, uncompromis-
ing struggle against all imperial-
ism’s agents in the Middle East
was forgotten in a welter of
sentimental treachery.

Now the guerrillas are paying
the price for the treachery of
their leaders.

This bitter experience is not
yet over, but one thing is certain
—Hussein and his army, what-
ever the betrayals, will never be
able to crush the resistance of
the Palestinian people fighting
for their liberation.
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DESPITE its title, this
volume does not contain
all Lenin’s telegrams and
other dispatches of the
period.

It has this in common with
the far more crude forgeries
and falsifications of earlier

editions of Lenin’s so-called
‘Collected Works'.

First, let us take good note of
the fact that unlike most of the
previous volumes in this English
edition of Lenin’s works, No.
is translated from the fifth
Russian edition of Lenin’s works
(from volumes 50 and 51.)

This is very important, be-
cause the fifth Russian edition is
claimed by its editors to be real
Lenin ‘Collected Works’.

The reader will search this
volume’s 615 pages in vain for
the document issued to Trotsky
by Lenin in July 1919. It reads:

‘Comrades, knowing the harsh
character of comrade Trotsky's
orders, I am so convinced, so
absolutely convinced, of the cor-
rectness, expedience and neces-
sity for the good of our cause,
of orders issued by Comrade
Trotsky, that I give them my full
support.’

These lines, irrefutably confirm-
ing Lenin’s absolute trust in the
ability and devotion of Trotsky
as a revolutionary leader, were
written by Lenin at the bottom
of a blank sheet of paper. The
space had been left for Trotsky’s
orders.

SUPPRESSED

There ‘are many other docu-
ments almost as deadly for the
bureaucracy which have been
suppressed.

Lenin dispatched four tele-
grams on August 22, 1918: One
to-the Penza Guburnia Commit-
tee of the Bolshevik Party, two
to A. K. Paikes at Saratov—and
another to Trotsky at Sviazhsk.

Here, at the strategic gateway
to Moscow, the Soviet Republic
was fighting for its life (the full
details of this epic battle are
to be found in the Workers
Press Trotsky supplement).

Yet the so-called ‘Collected
Works’ omits this vital telegram.
It is easy to see why!

‘August 22, 1918. Sviazhsk. To
Trotsky. Treason on the Saratov
front, though discovered in
time, has nevertheless produced
extremely dangerous vacillations.
We consider your going there at
once absolutely indispensable,
for your appearance at the front
has an effect oni soldiers and the
entire army.’

On April 10, 1919, Lenin wired
Trotsky the following brief
message:

‘In view of the extremely
grave situation on the Eastern
Front I think it is most expedient
for you to remain there. Lenin.’
This telegram is™dlsé missing,
as are the following:

‘May 21, 1919. ‘I would insist
personally on your [i.e. Trotsky’s]
going to Bogachur once again,
in order to complete the crush-
ing of the uprising, otherwise
there is no hope for victory.
Lenin.’ (emphasis added.)

‘May 22, 1919. ‘I insist again
on you going without fail a
second time to Bogachur and
putting an end to the matter,

_because it is obvious that Sokol-

nikov cannot handle the situa-
tion. Lenin.’

But even in the ‘doctored’
edition, published by the Mos-
cow Stalinists, there is ample
material to annihilate the anti-
Trotsky slanders of the Civil

War period. We take but one—
the 1919 offensive waged against
the white guards of Denikin to
the south of Moscow.

STALIN

According to the Stalinist
legend, Trotsky drew up a plan
which involved the. Red Army
advancing through rich peasant
areas hostile to the Soviet
Regime. The advance was beaten
back by Denikin and the whole
southern front placed in great
danger.

Then, the fable runs, Stalin
devised a new plan. The Red
Army would advance through
poor peasant and urban regions
where the population could rally
to the Bolsheviks. This version,
which even been incorporated
into Sholokov's novel ‘Quietly
Flows the Don’, is still’ to be
found in thé latest English lan-

guage edition of the official his- |

tory of the CPSU.

‘But the counter offensive
failed. It began much later than
planned, owing to the inefficiency
of the war department, which was
headed by Trotsky. . ." (p 323)

EXACT REVERSE

Earlier publications of the
Stalin period had been even more
categorical—i.e. the Lenin biogra-
phy published during the war by
the Marx-Engels-Lenin Institute:

‘In the summer of 1919, Deni-
kin’s army, which had been well-
equipped by the imperialists,
began to press back the Red
Army. The retreat of the Red
Army was the result of the
treacherous activities of Trotsky
who had undermined the fight-
ing efficiency of the Southern
Front. . .

‘He had drawn up a plan
according to which the main
blow against Denikin was to be
delivered from Tsaritsyn with
the object of reaching Novoros-

sisk across the Don steppes,
which  were inhabited by
Cossacks hostile to the Soviet
regime.

Stalin rejected this plan and
drew up his own, which was to
strike the main blow along the
Kharkov-Donbas-Rostov line...’
(pp 156-157)

But if we check over the Lenin
telegrams of this period (between
July and October 1919) the
exact reverse emerges!

In fact, Trotsky opposed the
first plan drawn up by the high
command, and fought against its
adoption* by-the Boilshevik Party
Central Committee. Trotsky's
conflict with 'the Central Com-
mittee majority can be traced
to a certain extent through
Lenin’s telegrams of this period.

This first plan, which proved
disastrous, had Stalin’s full
approval. This is conceded by
the editors, who in a note at
the end of the volume, comment:

‘This refers to the plan of
struggle against Denikin drawn
up by the Commander-in-Chief,
S. S. Kamenev [no relation to
the old Bolshevik leader L. B.
Kamenev, murdered by Stalin
in 1936].

.+ . On July 27, 1919, Trotsky
sent a telegram to E. M. Sklyan-
sky, deputy chairman of the
Revolutionary Military Council

of the Republic, in which he
reported that “Commander of
the Southern Front
considers Kamenev’s operational
plan for the south to be wrong,
and in carrying out does not
expect success” ...’ (p 516)

But even the combined opposi-
tion of Trotsky and his deputy
did not move the Central Com-
mittee, and the plan was put into
operation.

Trotsky's opposition continued
—as was his right—while he
fought to implement the decision
of the party—which was his rev-
olutionary duty. Then on Septem-
ber 6, 1919, Lenin wired to
Trotsky:

‘The Politbureau of the CC,
after discussing the telegram
from Trotsky, Serebryakov [a

future Left Oppositionist, mur- -

dered by Stalin after the second
Moscow Show Trial in 1937] and
Lashevich, endorsed the reply of
the Commander-in-Chief and
expressed surprise ' at attempts
to revise .the adopted basic
strategic plan.” (p 281)

WRONG PLAN

So it was Trotsky, and not
Stalin, who opposed the wrongly
conceived first offensive against
Denikin. The editors, comment
on this telegram from Lenin:

‘Written in reply to a telegram
from Trotsky, Serebryakov and
Lashevich of September 5, 1919,
which in effect proposed altering
the previously adopted plan of
struggle against Denikin.’ (p 518
emphasis added.)

Yegoriev'

LENIN

The second plan — recom-
mended by Trotsky from the
beginning of the campaign, was
finally, adopted in November
1919. “Denikin was routed, and

the White Guard threat to-
Moscow eliminated.
Lastly another hoary old

Stalinist myth — that Trotsky
favoured the abandoning of
Petrograd (now Leningrad) to
the , White Guards. Here, the
editors fight a desperate rear-
guard action!

On October 17, 1919, Lenin
wired Trotsky his approval of
the latter’s plan for the defemce
of Petrograd:

‘Comrade Trotsky, Last night
in the Council of Defence we
adopted a.decision of the Coun-
cil and sent it to you in code. . .
As you see, your plan has been
adopted [emphasis added]. But
the withdrawal of the Petrograd
workers to the south, of course,
is not rejected. . .’ (p 294)

Lenin’s testimony present the
editors with a thorny problem.
His telegram suggests that the
plan to defend Petrograd was
secured by Trotsky after oppos-
ition on the highest bodies of
the party and the state. This
impression must therefore be
‘corrected’ in the time-honoured
fashion:

‘Lenin is referring to the deci-
sion of the Central Council of
Defence dated October 16, 1919.
It contained a directive to defend
Petrograd to the last drop of
blood, without yielding an inch
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of ground and fighting in the
streets.

‘In his proposed plan of
struggle against Yudenich’s
forces, Trotsky also spoke of
the need to prepare for street
fighting, but in issuing its main
directive for holding Petrograd
at all costs until the arrival of
reinforcements, the Council of
Defence allowed for street fight-
ing only if the enemy succeeded
in penetrating into the city,
whereas Trotsky's argument was
different.

‘He asserted that “for purely
military considerations” it would
be advantageous to allow the
enemy to break into Petrograd
which should be converted into
“a big trap for the white-guard
troops”.’ (p 520)

Differences of emphasis over
military tactics—and Trotsky was
on the spot to make the best
assessment of the situation—are
converted into a slur on Trot-
sky's political loyalty to the
revo}utionary cause.

SLANDERS

How strange, if even one iota
of these slanders had a grain
of truth in them, that Lenin
should have placed such political
confidence in Trotsky, even to
the extent, as we have seen, of
underwriting in advance all his
commands!

In 1924, the Soviet writer
and close friend of Leninr, Maxim
Gorky, wrote his book ‘Vladimir
Lenin’.

In versions of the book pub-
lished under Stalin and Khrush-
chev, the following excerpt

_ appears:

‘l was very surprised to hear
him speak so highly of Trotsky's
organizational abilities. Vladimir
Ilyich noticed my surprise. “Yes,
I know there are rumours about
our strained relations. But you
must give credit where credit is
due. He managed to organize the
military specialists”.

Scandal on Wall Street

ONE TRADITIONAL result
of a severe down-turn on
Wall St is the bringing to
light of the financial skul-
duggery of the stock
exchange sharks.

The IOS saga could be
shrugged off by some as neme-
sis catchig up with the ‘wide
boys’. :

But now the stirrings of
scandal are upsetting the
respectable New York Stock
Exchange itself.

The NYSE building is being
picketed not by left-wing
opponents of capital, but by
investors who fear that the
brokers with whom their
money is entrusted are not
the paragons of honesty they
were once cracked up to be.

For the first time since the
scandals of the 1930s a rush
of lawsuits has rocked the
NYSE.

These were triggered by the
NYSE’s refusal to protect
with hard-cash the clients of
three stockbrokers about to
go into liquidation.

‘Perpetual’

For NYSE president Robert
W. Haack this refusal was just
an extension of the ‘perpetual
crisis’ of the past three years
in which he has had to inter-
vene into nearly 200 stock
brokers on the verge of bank-
ruptcy.

Eighty brokerage houses
have already left the scene and
more are to follow.

The NYSE's own fund for
protecting clients of bank-
rupt brokers has been
exhausted many times over.

Investors are demand-
ing that Congress give a
similar fund of a $1,000 mil-
lion to shore up confidence.

During the boom vast specu-
lative fortunes were built up
through continuous borrowing
on the assumption of steady
profit growth.

The decline in profit rates
and the sharp rise in interest
rates has brought many of
these high flying bonanzas like
Ling-Temco-Vought  crashing
down.

Similar games

Brokers have been involved
in similar games on their own
account—in effect using tHeir
customers’ money.

It has become common prac-
tice for firms to use customers’
shares illegally as security for
bank loans.

.The NYSE is said not to
have cracked down on this
practice because shareholders
might panic if they knew what
was being done with their
money and demand it back—
setting off a disastrous chain
reaction!

The capital forming the
brokers’ reserves is often
highly speculative, yet appears
in the accounts at 70 per cent
of market value.

Many of the ‘high flyers’
are now permanently grounded
at small fractions of their one-
time peak values.

In some cases brokers hit
by such falls have simply
withdrawn their own money
and left their firms to collapse.

Main owner of a Phila-
delphia brokers, Robert Rob-
inson simply withdrew his
own half million dollars and
let the bailiffs in a few weeks
later. ’

As one commentator put it:

‘The normal practice of
using the customers’ funds can
leave the customers holding

the bag if the firm goes under.’

U

Small investors
picket New York
stock exchange.

S Round-up

BLACK

OCTOBER 1917 — NOVEMBER 1920

After a pause he added in an
unhappy, softer voice: “But he
isn’t one of us all the same! He
is ambitious. And there is some-
thing evil about him, something
of Lassalle”’. (Russian 1956 ed.,
Part 1, p 390)

In the original version, written
before Stalin’s slander campaign
against Trotsky had begun, we
can read this passage as Gorky
first intended it:

‘Striking his fist on the table,
he {Lenin] exclaimed: ‘Show me
another man ‘who would be able
in a year to organize almost a
model army; yes, and win the
esteem’ of the military specialists.
We have such a man. We have
everything, and you'll see
miracles. . . Yes, yes, I know..
They lie a lot about my relations
with him. They lie a great deal,
it seems, especially about Trotsky
angg)me.’ (1924 Russian edition,
P

‘They’ still lie a great deal
about Lenin and Trotsky—but
with diminishing effects. :

For the epoch of the ‘Great
Lie’—Stalin’s as well as Hitler's
—had as its subsoil the inter-
national defeats inflicted upon
the working class and the colonial
peoples between 1922 (the year
of the fascist victory in Italy)
and the Second World War.

Generations of workers have
now matured, politically, who are
free from the debilitating effect
of these historic reverses.

It is this new generation of
revolutionary youth, that in
smashing the grip of Stalinism
once and for all, will enable the
Soviet working class to publish
for the first time a complete
and truthful edition of Lenin’s
—and Trotsky’s—collected works.
[This particular volume, useful
though it is for the study of
Lenin’s ‘activity during the civil
war, remains a product of what
Trotsky so aptly called ‘the
Stalinist school of falsification.’

UNDER GREAT pressure
from the Nixon Administra-
tion, S Vietnam’s Vice-
President Ky decided not td
attend the US March for
Victory rally in Washington
earlier this month.

The whole affair was becom-
ing more than embarrassing to
Nixon—it threatened to expose
further the rotten nature of
the Indo-China war and of the
puppet regimes that imperial-
ism maintains. General Ky is
the dirty linen that keeps
tumbling out of the closet.

Remember, it was General
Ky who remarked in 1965:

‘People ask me who my
heroes are. I have only one—
Hitler. . . . We need four or
five Hitlers in Vietnam.’

Just when it was hoped that
everyone had forgotten these
remarks, Ky went and accepted
an invitation from the Rever-
end Carl Mclntire to attend
the October 3 rally. Mclntire
then announced that Ky will
‘out-Agnew Agnew’.

Hide

But Ky’s
connections with Agnew are
not just a question of rhetoric
and this is what Nixon and
the capitalist class want to
hide.

Ky’'s openly joining with
Mclntire ‘to tell it like it is’
threatened to expose further
his corrupt regime.

In order to understand part
of why Nixon and Agnew went
through such histrionics over
Mclntire’s invitation including
dispatching Henry Kissinger
to Paris to plead with Ky, we
should just see who Carl
Mclntire is.

Mclntire is a radio preacher
in the tradition of Father
Coughlin of the 1930s and
1940s. He operates from Col-
lingswood, New Jersey, where
he has his radio studios, his
Bible Presbyterian Church, and
the offices for his weekly
newspaper.

and Mclintire’s

‘COLLECTED WORKS’ Volume 44
By V. L. Lenin
Lawrence and Wishart. 18s.

N

LETTERS

TROTSKY

A friend
Of
President Ky

shalt not steal”.
In 1949, Mclntire’s Ameri-

Mclntire now broadcasts his
programme, the ‘20th Century
Reformation Hour’, over 600
different stations five days a
week., -

He has ample opportunity to
spread across the United
States his views, which are
anti-Semitic, anti-Catholic,
anti-black, anti-labour and
anti-communist.

All of the Reverend McIn-
tire’s ventures are tax exempt.

Fortunes
His beginnings in the right
go back to around 1936,

although it was not until the
1950s that his fortunes grew.

This was about the time
when many big corporations
and foundations started pour-
ing large funds into ultra-
right groups.

Mclntire has maintained his
good relations with various
ultra-right figures of the past
few decades, such as Merwin
K. Hart and Harvey Springer.

Springer and he have
exchanged pulpits.

As with General Ky,
MclIntire’s associations are

international. He has played
host in the United States to
extreme Protestant the Rev-
erend Ian Paisley of N Ireland.

MclIntire is an enthusiastic
promoter of the ‘right-to-work’
laws proposed by fascists for
smashing the trade unions. He
once said:

‘The closed-shop violates
freedom of conscience and the

Eighth Commandment “Thou

can - Council of Christian
Churches placed full page
advertisements in many Ohio
papers opposing the Fair
Employment Practices Code
banning  discrimination . in
hiring.

It is not surprising then to
see what binds the blood-
thirsty General Ky to the
Reverend Mclntire.

No accident

It is no accident that
Mclntire comes forward with
all the confidence to fly to
Saigon to invite Ky to the
US. It is precisely the Nixon
Administration and Agnew
who are openly encouraging
the Mclntires with their racial-
ism, with the witch-hunts
against the students and
attacks - on the working class.

Let there be no mistake!
Behind Agnew stand the Wal-
laces and the Mclintires and
the Kys.

This is the real face of
imperialism and the capitalist
class. This is what is being
exposed and would have been
out in full display had Ky ven-
tured to take his place on
Mclntire’s podium.

That is why Agnew, who
only a month ago went to
Saigon to express his gratitude
support and friendship to Ky
for his services in Vietnam,
now—for his own tactical rea-
sons—calls his visit a ‘mis
take’. .
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TUC

® FROM PAGE ONE

Askéd whether one-day
strikes would form part of the
TUC’s campaign, general

secretary Victor Feather told
a press conference yesterday
afternoon that there had been
no pressure for such action at
the meeting.

‘I don’t think General Coun-
cil is likely to tread that field
yet,’ he said.

It would concentrate in-
stead on issuing pamphlets
and leaflets, calling local and
regional conferences and
organizing demonstrations and
mass meetings.

Even these would be un-
likely to take place in work-
ing time:

‘There’s always Saturdays
and Sundays,” commented
Feather.

The TUC~ leaders were:

INDIGNANT that the govern-
ment’s plans would ‘foist on
to British working people and
employers the worst features
of an American system that is
alien to British practices and
attitudes’.

ANGRY that legislation would
weaken the TUC'’s ability to
deal with inter-union disputes
‘by giving groups of dissident
workers an overriding legal
right to establish breakaway
unions’.

PLEADING for recognition of
‘the progress already being
made by unions, employers
and the TUC towards agreed
and therefore workable
changes’ in the voluntary in-
dustrial relations system.

But they have simply
p;)lstponed any struggle at
all.

And even the re-called
Congress, which will probably
be fixed by a further special
council meeting in a fort-
night's time, may not take
place until early next year.

There can be no com-
promise with this shameful
retreat. We urge all trade
unionists to demand of their
executives now that they stop
shilly-shallying and prepare for
a one-day national stoppage
on the scabs’ charter.

Rover*i,400
recalled
Monday

WORK WAS resumed yester-
day at the Rover car com-
pany’s engine factory at
Acocks Green, Birmingham.

But a Rover spokesman
said that there would be a
recall on Monday for 1,400
workers laid off at the firm's
Solihull, Warwickshire, fac-
tory, where the Acocks Green
strike had stopped production
of the 2000 and 3500 saloons.

Busmen
boycott

BUSMEN on three London
routes are refusing to take
night buses into Woolwich
because they have had enough
of being ‘threatened, abused
and assaulted’.

The men on routes 53, 177

and 192 are refusing to travel

beyond New Cross garage
after 8 p.m. on Wednesday,
Friday and Saturday night.

volved in the boycott.

They asked the New Cross
garage branch of the Trans-
port and General Workers’
Union to back their action
yesterday.

About 75 busmen are in- |

This Bill makes a
beginning with textiles
and shoes, and opens
the way to a full pro-
gramme of tariffs and
protectionism.

The purpose is to create
privileged conditions for US-

produced against imported
goods.
This move towards trade

war is an inevitable part of
the capitalist crisis, in which
the big monopolies and their
political representatives in
each country go in for cut-
throat competitions, making
their ‘own’ working class pay
for the consequences.

Already the European Com-
mon Market powers have

credited to

NEW SUBSCRIPTION RATES
FOR 6-DAY WORKERS PRESS

The Workers Press is now being published on six days
a week. The production of the extra Monday issue will
be decisive at this time when the Tories are planning an all-
out onslaught against the working class with their anti-union
laws and attacks on wages and
Workers Press has fought for revolutionary leadership inside
the working class in arder to force the Tories to resign.

We thank all our present subscribers for their support,
which has helped us make this big step forward, and urge
all new readers to become regular subscribers.

Money outstanding on present

the new rates. When these subscriptions expire,

readers will be notified and the new rate will then apply.
The new rate for six days will be :

£13 for 12 months (312 issues)
£6 10s for six months (156 issues)
£3 5s for three months (78 issues)

If you want to take Workers Press twice a week the rates
will
£1 for three months (24 issues)

£4 for 12 months (96) issues)

PLEASE DON'T DELAY. TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY NOW
TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION OR EXTEND YOUR EXIST-
ING ARRANGEMENT.

Fill in the form below NOW and send to :

Circulation Dept., Workers Press, 186a Clapham High St.,
London, SW4.

NN TN SIS SRS SRR .

| would like to take out a subscription/extend/change my
present subscription/to Workers Press.

Days required MONDAY <  THURSDAY
(Please tick) TUESDAY FRIDAY
WEDNESDAY SATURDAY

Or ‘
Full subscription (six days) for ..................... months.
NP Y011 R
AQATESS ..ot

Amount enclosed £ s d

living conditions. Only

subscriptions will be

be :
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LATE NEWS

BETTER GOVERNMENT
BY FEWER PEOPLE

Prime” Minister Heath’s re-
organization of government
machinery, announced yester-
day, claims to provide ‘less

and better government by
fewer people’. i )
While the reshaping in

itself contained few surprises,
the changes are certainly part
of gearing up the Ministries
to implement Tory policy —
in particular, unprecedented
social service cuts and a return
to a vicious °‘laissez faire’ in

industry. )
Yesterday’s White Paper
promises ‘less government,

because its activities will be -

related to a long-term strategy
aimed at liberating private
initiative and placing more
responsibility on the indivi-
dual and less on the state’.

ANSTY ACCEPTS
ROLLS OFFER
(See this page)

Over 1,000 draughtsmen
from Parkside and Ansty
plants in Coventry voted yes-
terday to accept the £4 Js
offer by management. They
also agreed to bJack work
from any plant where
draughtsmen may have voted
against the offer.

RESTIVE FARM WORKERS
TO LOBBY WAGE TALKS

Militant farmworkers will
be in Whitehall on Tuesday to
lobby the meeting of the
agricultural wages board.

The meeting is a crucial one
for their claim for an £18,
40-hour, five-day week—a rise
of 37 per cent over their
present minimum of £13 3s for
a 43-hour week.
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University
TOW Over
cleaners

CLEANERS EMPLOYED at Lancaster Univer-
sity, who were given notice of dismissal in a row
over weekend working, have now heard that
the dismissal notice has been withdrawn.

The issue of weekend
working still remains to be
settled. )

Both workers and students
in the university have been
incensed and angry over what
they feel is an arrogant atti-
tude taken by the university
authorities.

The university claims that
in order to cover duties, it is
necessary that the rx(}en, em-
ployed on night-shift, must
work six nights a week, with
either Friday' or Sunday night
off.

The workers want a five-
night week, and for the
Saturday night to be treated
as voluntary overtime.

Questionnaire

On October 2, Mr J. Cans-
field, the university engineer
and maintenance officer, issued
a questionnaire. to the men.

This document assumes that
they will work six seven-hour
shifts a week, and merely asks
them whether they prefer to
work 11 pm. to 6 am. or
12 midnight to 7 a.m.

The cleaners refused to
complete the questionnaire,
and reiterated their opposition
to a compulsory six-night
week.

On October 9, the univer-
sity replied by sending dis-
missal notices to all 40 night
cleaners, to take effect in
Neovember.

Support

On Monday, students dis-
tributed leaflets in the univer-
sity supporting the cleaners.
The university authorities
decided on the same day to
withdraw the dismissal
notices.

The night cleaners are paid
6s 114d an hour, rising by 1d
to 7s 0id an hour after two
years’ service.

Women cleaners on day
work receive 5s 2d an hour,
and on nights 6s 10d an hour.

The workers say that by
attempting to impose a six
night week, the univerSity is
depriving them of overtime
earnings.

Earlier this year the Stu-
dents’ Federation voted over-
whelmingly for a resolution
calling on the university to
pay higher wages to cleaners
and refectory staff, and to
recognize the Transport and
General Workers’ Union.

Although the night cleaners
belong to this union, it is still
not officially recognized.

Not ‘liberal’

The university  Socialist
Society supports the workers,
and members were engaged in
distributing the leaflets sup-
porting them.

A member
Press:

‘Lancaster University is sup-
posed to be the *“liberal”,
progressive university — that’s
the image they try to put
over to the students.

‘But we can see their real
attitude in the way the
workers are treated.

‘The university is like other
employers, now the Tories are
in they think they can get
tough.’

tola Workers

- US takes
step towards
trade war

THE UNITED STATES Senate Finance Com-
mittee took an ominous step along the road of
international trade war when it adopted the
Foreign Trade Bill, already
Congress, this week.

carried by the

tried to get US agreement to
refrain from this course, but
they are themselves doing the
sameé thing, creating a market
in Europe which threatens to
exclude US competitors.

Retaliation

The EEC Commissioner for
External Trade, ex-Professor
Dahrendorf, is now in Wash-
ington to hand out a warning
that if the Finance Bill finally
goes through it will inevitably
lead to European retaliation.

His visit will have little
effect. The US imperialists
have decided to act on the
most fundamental aspect of
the world crisis: they intend
to survive and to take advan-
tage of eyvery bankruptcy on
the part of their competitors.

There is no doubt that the
changed attitude of the US
imperialists towards the Com-
mon Market is due to the
seriousness of the economic
crisis. .

For many years fhe Ameri-
can. government undoubtedly
encouraged the ‘European
movement’, but now the fears
grow that it will become a re-
striction on US dominance in
world trade and in investment
in Europe.

Behind all this looms the
possibility that, with the weak-
ening of the dollar, closer
integration of European econ-
omy, including British entry,
lays a basis for challenging the
international dominance of the
dollar.

Pressure

Even though capitalist ad-
visers warn that protectionist
measures endanger the Gen-
eral Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT), accepted since
the Second World, and could
create ' an overall instability
damaging to US interests, the
pressure for these measures
will grow as more and more
capitalist interests demand
policies in conformity with
their profit requirements in
face of the crisis.

This process is an important
part of the break-up of the
conditions of relative stability
established in post-war years
and during the subsequent
boom.

Indonesian

army flexes

its muscles
again

THE INDONESIAN armed
forces have just celebrated
their silver jubilee amidst

sharp criticism.

A crisis erupted in parlia-
ment earlier this month when
politicians . challenged their
dual status which allows
officers to play key roles in
business and politics.

They demanded special
regulations to cover army
officers holding civilian jobs,
while civilians should have
reciprocal rights.

Indonesia has been under
virtual military dictatorship
since the army under Colonel
(now President) Suharto seized
power by a military coup in
1963. .

The army consolidated its
rule by murdering almost a
million communists.

Civilian concern at army
domination brought a sharp
rap from President Suharto,
who warned that nobody
should press for an end to the
army'’s role because this might
provoke the armed forces into
undemocratic acts.

The forces were quick to
take the hint, and the very
next day police cadets killed
an engineering student in Ban-
dung and wounded six others.

The students organized a
mass v demonstration, and
marched 7,000-strong through
Bandung'’s streets.

They booed and jeered at
the police and shouted ‘You

killers’.
Suharto professes to be
shocked at the Bandung

shootings, but the killers are
still at large.

TIN STRIKE
ON AGAIN

BY THE weekend 3,000 tin-
plate workers are expected to
be laid off in three W Wales
factories as the result of an

‘unofficial strike by 450 main-

tenance workers over a pay
claim.

Mrs Jagan
banned
from US

MRS JANET JAGAN,
American - born wife of
Guyana’s opposition leader
Dr Cheddi Jagan, has lost her
US citizenship for the second
time and been banned from
entering America.

Mrs Jagan said she made
the discovery this week when
she was arranging to visit her
ailing mother in California.

She was told that not only
was she no longer an American
citizen, but an old ban deny-
ing entry had been reimposed.

She was also told she had
the right to appeal to the US
Supreme Court.

Mrs Jagan, who last visited
the US six years ago as a
government minister to ad-
dress the United Nations, first
lost her US citizenship in
1947 by voting in the Guyana
(then British Guiana) elections.

In June 1967 she was told
her citizenship had been
restored.

WEATHER

General situation: A large anti-
cyclone centred over Denmark is
moving slowly south and will con-
tinue to affect much of N Europe
and most of the British Isles.

It will be dry almost everywhere
and most of England, Wales,
northern Ireland, central and
eastern Scotland will have sunny
periods after a few early fog
patches,

Northern and W Scotland will be
mainly cloudy with a little rain or
drizzle in places.

Outlook for Saturday and Sunday:
Little change.

Agnew draws
reactionaries
together

SPIRO T. AGNEW, Nixon’s deputy and self-
appointed high priest of the right-wing American
backlash, is barnstorming round the United
States in a converted executive jet.

At his meetings, he
attacks student protest,
calls for ‘law and order’
and makes red-baiting
attacks on his more liberal
political opponents.

The technique is not new—
Nixon used it when he was
Eisenhower’s vice-president —
but it is proving a very
dangerous weapon in Nixon's
battle with the working class.

Agnew is drawing together
all the forces of US reaction
behind a programme of repres-
sive laws and tighter police
control.

Break-up

He appeals to the middle
class and backward sections of
white workers who feel them-
selves threatened by crime,
student protest, drugs and
pornography.

But Agnew’s success is not
at all a sign of strength.

BY JOHN SPENCER
Above all it is symptomatic
of the break-up of the two-
party system in the United
States and the crisis of leader-
ship in the working class.

If he is able to win support
from working-class sections
like the privileged ‘hard-hats’
it is because there is no
independent working-class
party in the United States,
and the labour leaders carry
out a chauvinistic policy of
appealing for tariff walls
whilst banging the patriotic
drum.

He is also aided by the
adventurist policies of the
‘confrontationists’ in the stu-
dent movement who are en-
tirely without a perspective
to fight Nixon.

The Stalinists .and the
revisionist Socialist Workers’
Party, by their uncritical sup-
port for the confrontationists
and their refusal to raise the
issue of a third party based
on the trade wunions only
create more confusion inside
the working class.

NO CROYDON MARCH

sy

Some of the Cro'ydon council workers who had congregated
for a march yesterday.
See story page one.

Attack

Agnew has been quick to
latch on to the weakness,
prostration and opportunism
of the trade union leaders at
. the same time as big fissures
appear in the Republican
Party.

In the New York Senate
election campaign, he has
violently attacked the Repub-
lican nominee, Senator
Goodell, as a ‘radic-lib’ and
supported the ultra-conserva-
tive Republican Buckley while
openly canvassing the votes of
backward white workers on
anti-labour racialist lines.

Buckley’s family is notor-
iously pro big business and
anti-labour and  anti-civil
rights. Buckley’s brother edits
the ‘National Review’ which
has consistently campaigned
for the legal abolition of the
closed shop.,

This however does not pre-
vent Agnew from soliciting—
and receiving—the support of
reactionary union leaders like
Brennan of the New York
Trades Councils — and leader

of the notorious ‘hard-hat’
construction workers.
In the army, Nixon

and Agnew really have prob-
lems. Young workers are no
longer prepared to die in a
colonial bloodbath for US
imperialism. And Nixon knows
1t.

That is why he is with-
drawing troops from SE Asia,
while protecting his back with
h1§ ‘peace’ proposals, his
‘Vietnamization’ policy and
appeals to world Stalinism for
support.

All these developments are
forerunners of big class
struggles in the United States,
which will pose before the
working class the urgent need
to create a Labour Party with
a revolutionary programme.

ALL TRADES

Draughtsmen
consider
pay offer

DRAUGHTSMEN at Coventry, Bristol, and Leavesden
Rolls-Royce plants were meeting yesterday to decide
their attitude to the company’s latest offer of between

a 7 and 16 per cent pay rise.

At Coventry—where 1,000
men from the Parkside and
Ansty plants were locked out
for 13 weeks for refusing to
accept a 7 per cent offer—
the firm is proposing to give
the men £4 5s—a 16 per cent
increase to draughtsmen of 21
and a 13 per cent increase to
draughtsmen of 30 and over.

In Scotland the offered in-
crease is £4 with a reducing
scale to £2 5s at 29 and over.

Men at Bristol facea £2 10s
all-round increase (9 per cent)
and Leavesden draughtsmen
must decide whéther to accept
a £2 12s 6d increase.

Draughtsmen at  Derby,
Hatfield, Chesterfield, Bar-
noldswick and Hucknall have
already accepted 7 per cent.

The union, the Draughts-
men’s and Allied Technicians’,
claim that Rolls-Royce have
dropped all the productivity
strings that were previously

tied to the offer.

There is only vague mention
in the offer of, ‘future talks to
improve productivity’, a clause
included in three previous pay
deals.

The firm is insisting that
any further national increase
won by draughtsmen should
not be paid to their employees
unless it was larger than the
respective offered incréases.
Then the Rolls-Royce men
would only receive the sur-
plus.

Rolls-Royce made it clear to
union officials when they met
them for talks earlier this
week that a refusal to accept
the offer would lead to a total
lock-out of their members
throughout the combine.

UNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

MERSEYSIDE: Sunday, October 18.
Swan Hotel, London Road, 7.30
p.m. ‘Support the council workers.
Stop the anti-union laws. Bring
down the Tory government’.
OLLERTON: Saturday October 24,
12 noon. ‘The Plough’, Ollerton.
‘Miners and the ATUA.’ Speaker:
Mike Banda, Editor Workers Press.
WILLESDEN: Thursday, October
22, 8 p.m. Labour and Trades Hall,
Willesden High Road.

SOUTHALL: Tuesday, October 27,
8 p.m. Southall Community Cen-
tre. Bridge Road.

SW LONDON: Tuesday, October
27, 8 é).m. Princes Head, Falcon
Road, Clapham Junction.

W LONDON: Wednesday, October
28, 8 p.m. Prince Albert Pub, Balfe
Street. Kings Cross.

N LONDON: Wednesday,
28, 8 p.m. Co-op Hall,
Sisters Road.

October
Seven

Cabinet crisis
in the Argentine

BY A FOREIGN REPORTER

ONLY FOUR months old, the
Argentine Cabinet has entered
a severe crisis already in-
volving the resignation of two
Ministers within 24 hours.

Minister of the Interior
Eduardo McLoughlin resigned
because of obstruction within
the new government to the
preparation of elections.

It is evident from the sub-
sequent resignation of the
Minister of the Economy,
Carlos ‘Moyano Llerena, said
to favour economic ‘growth’,
that the economic problems
facing the Argentine demand
from the capitalists an attack
on the working class.

Already the chief of the
armed forces has consulted
with the President, no doubt
urging a more tepressive
course.

Certain Argentinian bour-
geois elements hope for an
economic expansion, to be
embarked on alongside nation-
alist trade union leaders.

There has even been talk of
inviting Peron back to the
Argentine.

The military and the right
wing understand that this, to-
gether with talk of future
parliamentary elections, would
encourage a new upsurge of
the masses and favour a
Greek solution.

PUBLIC ‘LEC‘TURES

Elements of
Marxism

The importance of Marxist philosophy in the
building of the revolutionary party.

Three lectures by
G. HEALY

(National Secretary of the Socialist Labour League)

DAGENHAM
Monday October 19

Monday October 26
Monday November 2

Kay’s Restaurant

271 llford Lane
liford. 8 p.m.

OXFORD
Thursday October 22

Thursday October 29
Thursday November 5

Northgate Hall

Oxford
8 p.m.

Three lectures by

M. BANDA
(Editor of Workers Press)

ACTON

Thursday October 29 -
Thursday November 5
Thursday November 12

‘Kings Head’
High Street
Acton. 8 p.m.

BLACKFRIARS
Monday October 26
Monday November 2
Monday November 9

Friars Hall

Blackfriars Road

SEl. 8 p.m.

Two lectures by
G. HEALY
in Glasgow

Sunday October 25
Sunday November 1

Partick Burgh Hall
(nr Merkland St tube)

LONDON
Saturday, November 28

Plashet School
(nr East Ham tube)
Doors open 12 noon

Help the Young Socialists
make their

GRAND XMAS
 BAZAARS

a great success

If you are able to sew, knit, paint and can make
goods for our bazaars. If you can give us jumble,
gifts, tins of grocery. Please contact Young Socialists
Bazaars, 186a Clapham High Street, London, SW4.

THE BAZAARS ARE AT:

LEEDS
Saturday, December 12

Corn Exchange
Leeds
Doors open 12 noon

Sydney : October 7 — While
the British Tories are engaged
in moves to shackle the trade
unions, some of their, Aus-
tralian counterparts in indus-
try are fighting to revitalize
Australia’s arbitration system,
which, in the words of one
newspaper is: ‘. . . a battered,
beheaded and belittled shell of.
its former self . . .".

Australian capitalists  will
now be watching the turn of
events in Britain with interest.

If Heath and his fellow
Tories can get the shackles
on the unions in Britain, it
will give greater impétus for
those who want to wrap them
round Australian ankles once
more.

The Metal Trades Industry
Association of Australia has
long been vociferous in its
demands that the battle
against the working class
should be stepped up.

This week it has been at it
again.

National president Mr J. B.
Clarkson claimed, rather wun-
happily, that the unions were
currently being permitted to
exércise rights without being
called upon to carry out their
obligations.

- In words familiar to workers
in Southampton or Sydney,
Ballarat or Birmingham, he
said that the present level of
strikes (in Australia) restrict
economic growth and reduce
the capacity to improve living

‘Australian

standards — although whose
living standards he did not
make clear.

Mr Clarkson was speaking
as head of an industry which
has shown its determinaticn
to organize its members, for
this year’s annual gathering,
which he addressed, represents
for the first time metal trade
employers’ organizations in all
Australian states.

Although the Australian
arbitration system has been
weakened over recent years
by union militancy, it is cer-
tainly not. ‘battered and be-
headed’.

Working-class action has
weakened the structure, but
there are many battles ahéad

ETTER

before it and all that it repre-
sents is destroyed.

Twenty-five thousand mem-
Bers of the New South Wales
Building Workers’ Industrial
Union stopped work for a
24-hour strike this week in
demand for a $10 (£4 13s)
a week increase.

The men are also demand-
ing full pay when off work
because of accidents and a
long-service leave scheme.

Like their British counter-
parts, the Australian building
workers have a high degree of
insecurity, losing many fringe
benefits obtained by workers
in other industries, and being
among the first hit during
slumps.

ADELAIDE: OCT 14—Port Adelaide tug crews placed a black
ban on the guided missile destroyer, HMAS ‘Hobart’, when she
arrived at Port Adelaide today, but the vessel berthed easily

without their assistance.

The tug seamen have voted not to tow any warship tl;at
had been actively involved in supporting ‘the aggressive policlgs
against the people of Vietnam by the governments of Australia
and the United States of America’.

This means that some of the very large American warships
which visit Australia will not be able to berth in the harbour.

"

BY AIR MAIL
)»

PAR AVION

Metal tradesmen employed
by the Railways Department—
among the lowest-paid of
skilled men in the country—
also struck this week demand-
ing $75 a week (£35), an in-
crease of $10 (£4 13s).

Seamen are also threatening
strike action — possibly on a
national level. The union is
claiming a $10-a-week increase
and improvement in condi-
tions.

An indication of the sea-
men’s mood has been shown
by recent stoppages of work
around the Australian coast.
In some ports vessels were
held up for a week.
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