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Housewives
back Bristol
councilmen

Strike to escalate after

successful march in city
THE MEANING OF
HEATH’'S UN SPEECH:
Troops were brought into
"Tower Hamlets on Saturday
to clear rubbish which had
built up due to the council
workers’ strike., MEAN-
WHlLE, the strike in Bristol
is likely to spread following
widespread public support for
their case im a march on

BY PETER READ

THE COUNCIL workers’ strike is likely to
escalate further in the next few days in Bristol—
one of the few places where all sections of coun-
cilmen came out on their own initiative when

BY STEPHEN JOHNS

MINERS’ LEADERS
may call a special con-
ference of the union or

Hypocrisy
unmasked

MR WILSON'S

speech at
Camden Town Hall on
Saturday, for all its vitriolic
language, only shows up the
Labour leaders as an un-

principled bunch of reform-

ist hypocrites. ~~
Wilson correctly accused
Heath of wanting ‘to put
the clock back’, of leading a

‘counter-revolution’ against
the working class, of ‘re-
turnmg to the Powellite

‘regime of dehumanized mar-
ket forces’ and of leaving
concern for human welfare
‘to the irresponsible de-
cisions of faceless men, in-
dustrialists or financiers’.

What was even more relevant
was his observation on
Heath that ‘electoral histor-
jans will accord to him
[Heath] this unique distinc-
tion; that he is the only
party leader who became a
Goldwater after the elec-
tion. The mask is now off’.

The mask is indeed off.

If Heath has turned out to be
a wolf in sheep’s clothing
since the election théen Mr
Wilson’s metamorphosis is
no less curious.

For it was the same Wilson
who now cries ‘Goldwater’
that, in July, assured Heath
of his readiness to accept
the Tory government as a
fait accompli and to loyally
oppose it !

If Heath intends to carry out
a ‘counter-revolution’—and
there is little doubt even in
right-wing circles that he
intends it—then what does
Wilson propose to do about
it, and why did he keep
silent about it in the crucial
June days?

Workers must beware of Wil-
son’s demagogy, which is
designed only to disarm
those who want to put up
an uncompromising struggle
to stop the Tory ‘counter-
revolution’.

When he says that he will
‘ight them every inch of
the way’ he is grossly dis-
torting the real attitude of
the right wing, which is to
restrain the mass movement
in the interests of a par-
liamentary debate.

As he put it:

‘While they offer conflict and
division, we shall put for-
ward the concept of a united
community.’

We say that this is dangerous
reformist rubbish. There
can be—and will be—no
unity with those who want
to carry out a ‘counter-
revolution” against the
working class, who want to
destroy its , organizations
and totally enslave it.

Only the maximum mobiliza-
tion of the working class
against the Tories—and a
relentless struggle inside
and outside parliament
against the anti-union laws
(which Wilson never men-
tioned) — can save the
working class from a new
barbarism.

Such a struggle, however, can-
not be reconciled with the
reactionary léadership of
Wilson and Callaghan.

By a political correspondent

‘IT MAY be that in the 1970s, civil war, not war between nations, will be the

the United Nations General Assembly last Friday.

PRIME MINISTER Heath is spelling out what

he meant at the Tory

Party

" main danger we face”—Conservative Prime Minister Edward Heath, addressing

conference on

October 10, when he spoke of ‘total revolution’

by the Tories.

Heath and the ruling
class see the 1970s in
terms of an all-out
attack to crush the

working class.

That is why Heath said:
“We were returned to office
to change the course of his-
tory of this nation, nothing
less.’

All this means a concerted
offensive against the working
people, an offensive which
Heath knows will be resisted
in bitter conflicts; that is why
he predicts ‘civil war’, and
paints a lurid picture of
‘anarchy’ and violence.

‘Anarchy’, then, is actu-
ally the name given by
Heath to any resistance and
defence of living standards
by the working class. The
only way to avoid being
called a purveyor of anar-
chy, according to Heath, is
to lie down and submit to
the Tories’ attacks.

And there can be no mis-
taking the attack.

The Tories intend to raise
National Heaith prescription
charges to 5s.

They plan to ‘save’ £50
million by completely abolish-

ing free milk in primary
schools.
Hospital beds will be

charged for, and patients will

have to pay to see their
doctor.
Agricultural subsidies are

being reduced, which means
immediate increases in the
price of basic foods.

Bernadette

learns

‘patience’
ONE OF the things Mid-
Ulster MP Bernadette Dev-
lin learnt in prison was
patience, ‘something I don’t
have much of’, she told a
press conference in Omagh,
Ireland, yesterday.

Following up her ‘stop
rioting’ message to over
1,000 of her constituents
at Carrickmore, Co. Tyrone,
on Saturday night—a mes-
sage remforced by collec-
tions for ‘a socialist infor-
mation and research centre
in Mid-Ulster—she told
reporters she would try to
stop riots if they broke out
again in Londonderry.

‘Nobody riots because I
went to jail or because I
came out of jail’, said Miss
Devlin, who was released
last Wednesday after serv-
ing four months in Armagh
prison.

Denying that the all-Ire-
land republican * socialist
movement she advocates was
a communist movement—
and referrmg to last year’s
fighting in Derry—she said:

‘It was either keep the
police at bay with stones
and petrol bombs, or suffer
under the more sophisti-
cated weapons they had—.
the baton, the gun and the

gas.
‘If 1 could throw two
petrol bombs at once I

would do so if I considered
it more effective. If T could
wipe them all out at once
1 would do so, if it would
be. more effective.

‘But I do not consider it
effective at’ the present
time.

Any relief from these
measures must come out of a
fund of only £10 million and
can be got only through a
means test.

Every single one of these
measures is a cruel blow
against the poorest - paid
workers and their families.

The government and em-
ployers no longer even persist
in the deception that they
want a wages policy favouring
only the low-paid—they reject
the legitimate demand of the
council workers for a 55s in-
crease. o

They dismiss contempt-
uously the unions’ nomination
of Lord Cameron as chairman
of the ‘independent inguiry’

HUHHAHIsm

MEMBERSHIP of the inde-
pendent inquiry into the coun-
cil workers’ claim—welcomed
rapturously by the union’s
chief negotiator after its an-
nouncement yesterday — re-
emphasizes the danger of a
retreat.

GEC director Sir Jack
Scamp, who chaired the 1967
docks inquiry and some 25
others, will be assisted when
the inquiry opens tomorrow
by Confederation of British
Industry industrial relations
chief Norman Sloan QC and
Warwick University’s Profes-
sor Hugh Clegg.

General and Municipal Wor-
kers’ officer Derek Gladwyn,
commenting as chairman of
the three council unions’
negotiating team, claimed :

“This is a truly independent
inquiry—independent of gov-
ernment, local government
and trade unions.’

@ See  Bristol - council story
this page. Oxford story p 4.
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into the dispute. Meanwhile
they send in troops.

When Heath says ‘civil
war’ he means: prepare to
beat down these lower-paid
workers. With one or two
victories under their belt,
the Tories then hope to go
on and defeat the main sec-
tions of workers in industry.
They are delighted by the

growth of unemployment in
the background.

New

" This is a new type of Tory
government. Driven by the
desperate and mounting crisis
of the world capitalist system,
they have decided to summon
all the strength of the state,
the forces of ‘law and order’,
to crush the working class.

They rely on the delays and
confusions caused by the hesi-
tation and selling-out of the

trade union and Labour
Jeaders. ‘
The urgent and pressing

need is a policy to rouse the
mass movement of the work-
ing class to defeat the Tory
government and its plans.

Mere protest actions are
utterly inadequate. The wages
struggle will continue, draw-
ing in many millions in very
militant actions. But it will
not be enough. .

Every ounce of energy
must be summoned to force
the trade unions into united
action of the whole move-
ment to defeat the Tories,
to disrupt their plans for
‘civil war’.

In the first place we must
immediately agitate to bring
every section of the movement
into militant support for the
one-day strike against the
anti-union laws on December

@ PAGE FOUR COL. a

Nixon steps
up war on
militants

AT THE direct instigation of
President Nixon, the United

1~Stiteés Federal” Biiteau of “In-

vestigation-—headed by rabid
anti-communist ] Edgar
Hoover—is now conducting a
virtual civil war against left-
wing militants.

Since the arrest of Com-
munist Party member Angela
Davis in New York, the FBI's
‘ten most wanted’ list has
been stretched to include 16
people—nine of them student
left-wingers.:

The aim of this . offensive,
which follows the police cam-
paign against the Black Pan-
ther Party and the Chicago
conspiracy trial, is to strike

@ PAGE FOUR COL. 4

Saturday (below).

national ac¢tion began.

\

Backing the strikers’

out soon—the closing
of toilet facilities has
created obvious diffi-

culties for the crews.

Technicians from the city’s
education  institutions are
meeting tonight to discuss a
campaign to levy members of
their union—ASTMS—ifor the
strikers’” funds and to ap-
proach other unions to follow
suit.

Shop stewards representing
the university’s manual wor-
kers, who are members of the
same union as the majority of
Bristol’'s council workers—the
T&GWU—are to decide today
on stepping up their presént
work-to-rule into strike action.

If this strike goes ahead the
university will be forced to
join the shut down already
affecting 200 schools and the
Polytechnic for over three
weeks.

Fears were expressed at the
weekend.that attempts will be
made today to open sections
of the Polytechnic. Recall
notices have been sent to
students by the director.

STUDENT VOTE

But at the Unity St site
students have overwhelmingly
voted not to return without
agreement from the strikers’
unions.

Much may depend . on
whether staff are prepared to
teach in unheated classrooms.

Although at the main
Ashley Down wing, teaching
staff joined the manual wor-
kers' picket in the first days
. of the strike.

Bristol Head  Teachers’
Association has joined in
criticism of Tory council

leader Gervas Walker over his

No IWC policy
on union laws

BY A WORKERS PRESS REPORTER

BIRMINGHAM’S Mecca ball-
room saw the eighth (extra-
ordinary) annual conference
of the Institute for Workers’
Control on Saturday.

But  after listening to
speeches from  prominent
trade union ‘lefts’ the 1000-
strong audience went away
just as they had arrived,
without a policy or pro-
gramme for defeating the Tory
anti-union offensive.

In fact, to judge from the
resolutions before the confer-

[HHREHRBTTO B THIE TR THEHIT

£1250 Fund
Five days
{0 raise

£ob4 9s 4d

THERE MUST be a maxi-
mum all-out effort to com-
plete the total on time.

Over the weekend, troop:
were sent in to clear the
rubbish in E London. The
Tories are stepping up the
fight.

Every day now, the
Workers Press becomes even
more important. We must
use the paper to mobilize
*thousands of working people
against this Tory govern-
ment and force it to resign.

Give us all your support.
In the next five days we
have £564 9s 4d to raise.
Do everything you can. Post
immediately all donations to:
Workers Press Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High Street,

London, SW4.

LR R TR G

ence, the IWC has already
accepted that the Tory Indus-
trial Relations Bill will become
law and is now talking simply
in terms of platonic protest
action to obstruct its opera-
tion.

AFEF assistant general secre-
tary Ernie Roberts opened the
conference with a call for
strike action against the Bill.

The right to strike, he said,
must be defended or workers
would become industrial serfs.

‘We must take industrial
action in order to oppose the
proposed  anti-trade union
strike legislation and see to
it that strike action is called
officially by the TUC and the
trade unions. That is what
they are for.’ 4

Extolled NJNC

Moss Evans, T&GWU
national officer, barely refer-
red to the Tory proposals in
a speech which extolled the
advance of industrial demo-
cracy on the Ford National
Joint Negotiating Committee!

Third platform speaker,
AEF executive councilman
Bob Wright, said the present
policy of the Tory govern-
ment must be ‘buried’.

He went on to propose a
campaign to convince wor-
kers that ‘the present mood
of the TUC is right’.

The fact that the TUC pro-
poses to do precisely nothing
about the Bill until sometime
next year appears to have
escaped Wright's notice.

Motion opposed

Attempts by the state capi-
talist ‘International Socialism’
group to put a resolution be-
fore the conference were un-
successfully opposed by the
organizers, who claimed the
IWC was ‘not an industrial

@® PAGE FOUR COL. 7

Dockers halt
Mersey today

From our industrial correspondent

MERSEYSIDE’S nine miles of docks will be at
a standstill today after a weekend call by the
port’s Transport and General Workers’ stewards
for a 24-hour token strike over the effects of

containerization.

Stewards are demanding
that container work is re-
stricted to the port’s 10,900
registered dockers only.

One-day stoppages are also
planned by the stewards rep-
resenting employees of the
Mersey Docks and Harbour
Board, who are threatened
with massive redundancies
because of a projected £3
million loss on the board’s
operations this year.

MD&HB stewards point out
that port ‘employers must
take the blame for the port’s
crisis.

Attacked

But using Tory Transport
Minister John Peyton’s state-
ment last Thursday that the
government could not see its
way to help at present, Liver-
pool’s. Port Employers' Asso-
ciation has attacked today's
planned dockers’ strike as ‘a
deliberate refusal . . . to face
facts’. i

Both dockers and MD&HB
workers attending a confer-
ence on unemployment in the
city yesterday expressed deter-
mination to hurl this state-
ment back in the employers’
teeth.

Container work, which
brought the Mersey to a halt
for four days in July last
year, is still very much a
vexed issue nationally and is
expected to form part of a
policy statement soon for the
T&GWU’s national docks and
waterways committee.

The committee recently
reiterated its demand for the
nationalization of the docks.

suggestion that schools could
be reopened at the heads’ dis-
cretion.

The impressive and con-
tinuing backing for the coun-
cilmen from townspeople and
the labour movement was
again evident in Saturday’s
militant 2,000-strong demon-
stration.

The march, organizéd by
Bristol Trades Council, drew
support from Harlech tele-
vision workers, students, en-
gineers under an AEF banner,
ASTMS members and a large
contingent of housewives who
have given stalwart support
to the strikers.

Govt cuts

WHEN parliament reassembles
tomorrow after a three-month
summer recess, Chancellor of
the Exchequer Mr Anthony
Barber will announce plans to
slash governmeént spending by
an expected £400 million
within a wyear.

Increased health and school
meal charges are probable,
with attacks on student grants
and the axing of investment
grants to industry and farm

subsidies expected soon.

‘PAY UP’

Drawn into the dispute by
the school shutdown, house-
wives carried the slogan ‘Pay
up,. Open up, Walker’ and
were amongst the most voci-
ferous on the march.

The demonstration paused
beneath the windows of the
Council House where an
emergency debate was taking
place on a motion—Ilater re-
jected by the Tory majority—
proposing local negotiations
for a settlement.

Some demonstrators forced

@ PAGE FOUR COL. 4

claim, busmen may be

give areas the go ahead
for official strike action
if the Coal Board does
not improve its offer at
Tuesday’s meeting.

‘Our decision on further
action will depend entirely on
what Lord Robens comes up
with on Tuesday,’ Lawrence
Daly, National Union of Mine-
workers’ general secrétary
told Workers Press yesterday.

“The results of these talks
will decide whether that ac-
tion means saying OK to areas
who want official strikes or
whether there will be a special
NUM conference to discuss
the possibility of industrial
action,” said Mr Daly.

Permission

Under the Union’s constitu-
tion areas can call a local
stoppage with national execu-
tive permission if a dispute
affects their area.

Normally this would mean
a strike over some localized
problem or wage claim.

But Mr Daly said that in
the case of the current claim
the executive would be pre-
pared to place a wide interp-
retation on this rule.

“We would say that each of
the areas is in dispute in-
dividually with the NCB and
therefore their executives had
a perfect right to call an
official strike,” he said.

Over the weekend there
were moves in several aréas
towards unofficial strike ac-
tion and miners at Monkton
Hall Colliery in Scotland, an
area where 78 per cent voted
to stop work, were planning
a walk-out to start this morn-
ing. -

If Robens does not improve
his offer—and this is likely—
strikes in S Wales, Scotland,
Kent and Yorkshire are con-
sidered inevitable.

‘I think that unofficial ac-
tion, as I have said before,
will be unavoidable. But it is
against the constitution of the
union for the executive to
sanction these,” said Mr Daly.

Differ

_Local rules on strike action
differ.

In some cases an area ex-
ecutive can recommend. it
without a ballot, in other
cases a ballot is needed,

But whatever the rules the
local leaders need national
executive permission before
they can go ahead.

‘This,’ says Mr Daly, ‘will be
given if the NCB do not im-
prove on their offer of be-
tween £2 10s and £1 17s 6d.

The miners are demanding
a £5-a-week increase to bring
the basic wage to £20 for sur-
face workers, £22 for those
underground and £30 for face
workers,

Allende ushered in—
with Church blessing

CHILEAN president - elect
Salvador Allende received
congratulations and good-
will messages from outgoing
president Frei and Catholic
primate Cardinal Raul
Henriques, the archbishop
of Santiago, after his 153-
35 victory in the congress
election on Saturday.

Allende was the candi-
date of the United Popular
Front—a coalition of Stalin-
ists and Social-Democrats—
and has announced his in-
tention to nationalize the
copper, iron and nitrate in-
dustries.

His election takes place
under a state of emergency
declared after right-wing
gunmen shot and wounded

CORRESFONQENT

army commander General
Rene Schneider, one of the
allegedly “Marxist’ presi-
dent’s personal friends.

Schneider died in hospital
yesterday. Police and troops
are out rounding up sus-
pects and Santiago has been
placed under a form of
martial law.

The Chilean Communist
Party, which has backed
Alliende for the presidency,
hopes he will usher in
socialism with his national-
ization programme.

But to judge from his
cordial relations with Frei

and the Catholic church,
not to mention his personal
friendship with Schneider,
the new president’s Marxism
is not taken too seriously

by .the Chilean -capitalist
class.

After his election on
Saturday, Allende said it

was his duty to ‘create a
new society, a new morality
and a new economy.

‘To make these changes

possible and to receive the
rewards of them we need
the unanimous aid and
sacrifices of all Chileans.
‘ ‘We will make Chile an
independent country with
regard to its economy and
political sovereignty,” he
added.



Hypocrisy
unmasketd

MR WILSON’S

speech at
Camden Town Hall on
Saturday, for all its vitriolic
language, only shows up the
Labour leaders as an un-
principled bunch of reform-
ist hypocrites. ~~ :

Wilson correctly accused
Heath of wanting ‘to put
the clock back’, of leading a
‘counter-revolution’ agamst
the working class, of ‘re-
turning to the Powellite
‘regime of dehumanized mar-
ket forces’ and of leaving
concern for human welfare
‘to the irrésponsible de-
cisions of faceless men, in-
dustrialists or financiers’.

What was even more relevant
was his observation on
Heath that ‘electoral histor-
ians will accord to him
[Heath] this umque distinc-
tion; that he is the only
party leader who became a
Goldwater after the elec-
tion. The mask is now off’.

The mask is indeed off.

If Heath has turned out to be
a wolf in sheep’s clothing
since the election thén Mr
Wilson’s metamorphosis is
no less curious.

For it was the same Wilson
who now cries ‘Goldwater’
that, in July, assured Heath
of his readiness to accept
the Tory government as a
fait accompli and to loyally
oppose it !

If Heath intends to carry out
a ‘counter-revolution’—and
there is little doubt even in
right-wing circles that he
intends it—then what does
Wilson propose to do about
it, and why did he keep
silent about it in the crucial
June days?

Workers must beware of Wil-
son’s demagogy, which is
designed only to disarm
those who want to put up
an uncompromising struggle
to stop the Tory ‘counter-
revolution’.

When he says that he will
‘ight them every inch of
the way' he is grossly dis-
torting the real attitude of
the right wing, which is to
restrain the mass movement
in the interests of a par-
liamentary debate.

As he put it:

‘While they offer conflict and
division, we shall put for-
ward the concept of a united
community.’

We say that this is dangerous
reformist rubbish. There
can be—and will be—no
unity with those who want
to carry out a ‘counter-
revolution’” against the
working class, who want to
destroy its orgamzations
and totally enslave it.

Only the maximum mobiliza-
tion of the working class
against the Tories—and a
reléentless struggle inside
and outside parhament
against the anti-union laws
(which Wilson never men-
tioned) — can save the
working class from a new
barbarism.

Such a struggle, however, can-
not be reconciled with the
reactionary leadership of
Wilson and Callaghan.

pre

By a political correspondent

dicts Hea

|

'IT MAY be that in the 1970s, civil war, not war between nations, will be the
main danger we face”—Conservative Prime Minister Edward Heath, addressing
the United Nations General Assembly last Friday.

PRIME MINISTER Heath is spelling out what

he meant at the Tory

Party

conference on

October 10, when he spoke of ‘total revolution’

by the Tories.

Heath and the ruling
class see the 1970s in
terms of an all-out
attack to crush the

working class.

That is why Heath said:
‘We were returned to office
to change the course of his-
tory of this nation, nothing
less.’

All this means a concerted
offensive against the working
people, an offensive which
Heath knows will be resisted
in bitter conflicts; that is why
he predicts “civil war’, and
paints a lurid picture of
‘anarchy’ and violence.

‘Anarchy’, then, is actu-
ally the name given by
Heath to any resistance and
defence of living standards
by the working class. The
only way to avoid being
called a purveyor of anar-
chy, according to Heath, is
to lie down and submit to
the Tories’ attacks.

And there can be no mis-
taking the attack. -

The Tories intend to raise
National Health prescription
charges to 5s.

They plan to ‘save’ £50
million by completely abolish-
ing free milk in primary
schools.

Hospital beds will be
charged for, and patients will

have to pay to see their
doctor.
Agricultural subsidies are

being reduced, which means
immediate increases in the
price of basic foods.-

Bernadette

learns

‘patience’
ONE OF the things Mid-
Ulster MP Bernadette Dev-
lin learnt in prison was
patience, ‘something I don’t
have much of’, she told a
press conference in Omagh,
Ireland, yesterday.

Following up her ‘stop
rioting’ message to over
1,000 of her constituents
at Carrickmore, Co. Tyrone,
on Saturday night—a mes-
sage reinforced by collec-
tions for ‘a socialist infor-
mation and research centre
in Mid-Ulster'—she told
reporters she would try to
stop riots if they broke out
again in Londonderry.

‘Nobody riots because I
went to jail or because I
came out of jail’, said Miss
Devlin, who was released
last Wednesday after serv-
ing four months in Armagh
prison.

Denying that the all-Ire-
land republican > socialist
movement she advocates was
a communist movement—
and referring to last year’s
fighting in Derry—she said:

‘It was either keep the
police at bay with stones
and petrol bombs, or suffer
under the more sophisti-
cated weapons they had—
the baton, the gun and the

as.

‘If 1 could throw two
petrol bombs at once 1
would do so if I considered
it more effective. If I could
wipe them all out at once
1 would do so, if it would
be more effective.

‘But I do not consider it
effective at’ the present
time.’

Any relief from these
measures must come out of a
fund of only £10 million and
can be got only through a
means test.

Every single one of these
measures is a cruel blow
against the  poorest - paid
workers and their families.

The government and em-
ployers no longer even persist
in the deception that they
want a wages polity favouring
only the low-paid—they reject
the legitimage. demand
council workers for a
crease.

They dismiss contempt-
uously the unions’ nomination
of Lord Cameron as chairman
of the ‘independent inquiry’

MEMBERSHIP of the inde-
pendent inquiry into the coun-
cil workers’ claim—welcomed
rapturously by the union’s
chief negotiator after its an-
nouncement Yyesterday — re-
emphasizes the danger of a
retreat.

GEC director Sir Jack
Scamp, who chaired the 1967
docks inquiry and some 25
others, will be assisted when
the inquiry opens tomorrow
by Confederation of British
Industry industrial relations
chief Norman Sloan QC and
Warwick University’s Profes-
sor Hugh Clegg.

General and Municipal Wor-
kers’ officer Derek Gladwyn,
commienting as chairman of
the three council unions’
negotiating team, claimed :

‘This is a truly independent
inquiry—independent of gov-
ernment, local government
and trade unions.’

@ See  Bristol  council story
this page Oxford story p 4.
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into the dispute. Meanwhile
they send in troops.

When Heath says ‘civil
war’ he means: prepare to
beat down these lower-paid
workers. With one or two
victories under their belt,
the Tories then hope to go
on and defeat th’e main sec-
tions of workers in industry.
They are delighted by the

growth of unemployment in
the background.

New

' This is a new type of Tory
government. Driven by the
desperate and mounting crisis
of the world capitalist system,
they have decided to summon
all the strength of the state,
the forces of ‘law and order’,
to crush the working class.

They rely on the delays and
confusions caused by the hesi-
tation and selling-out of the

S In-

trade union and Labour
leaders. )
The urgent and pressing

need is a policy to rouse the
mass movement of the work-
ing class to defeat the Tory
government and its plans.

Mere protest actions are
utterly inadequate. The wages
struggle will continue, draw-
ing in many millions in very
militant actions. But it will
not be enough.

Every ounce of energy
must be summoned to force
the trade unions into united
action of the whole move-
ment to defeat the Tories,
to disrupt their plans for
‘civil war’.

In the first place we must
immediately agitate to bring
every section of the movement
into militant support for the
one-day strike against the
anti-union laws on December
8.
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Nixon steps
up war on
militants

AT THE direct instigation of
President Nixon, the United

‘1~ Stutés  Federal” Buiteau of “In-

vestigation—headed by rabid
anti-communist ] Edgar
Hoover—is now conducting a
virtual civil war against left-
wing militants.

Since the arrest of Com-
munist Party member Angela
Davis in New York, the FBI's
‘ten most wanted’ list has
been stretched to include 16
people—nine of them student
left-wingers.:

The aim of this offensive,
which follows the police cam-
paign against the Black Pan-
ther Party and the Chicago
conspiracy trial, is to strike
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THE MEANING OF
HEATH'S UN SPEECH:
Troops were brought into
Tower Hamlets on Saturday
to clear rubbish which had
built up due to the council
workers’ strike. MEAN-
WHILE, the strike in Bristol
is likely to spread following
widespread public support for
their case in a march on
Saturday (below).

The daily paper |
that leads

the

fight against the
Tory government

Housewives

back Bristol

councilmen
Strike to escalate after
successful march in city

BY PETER READ

THE COUNCIL workers’ strike is likely to
escalate further in the next few days in Bristol—
one of the few places where all sections of coun-
cilmen came out on their own initiative when
national attion began.

Backing the strikers’

claim, busmen may be
out soon—the closing
of toilet facilities has
created obvious diffi-

culties for the crews.

Technicians from the city’s
education  institutions are
meeting tonight to discuss a
campaign to levy members of
their union—ASTMS—for the
strikers’ funds and to ap-
proach other unions to follow
suit.

Shop stewards répresenting
the university’s manual wor-
kers, who are members of the
same union as the majority of
Bristol’s council workers—the
T&GWU—are to decide today
on stepping up their present
work-to-rule into strike action.

If this strike goes ahead the
university will be forced to
join the shut down already
affecting 200 schools and the
Polytechnic for over three
weeks.

Fears were expressed at the
weekend that attempts will be
made today to open sections
of the Polytéechnic. Recall
notices have been sent to
students by the director.

STUDENT VOTE

But at the Unity St site
students have overwhelmingly
voted not to réturn without
agreement from the strikers’
unions.

Much may depend. on
whether staff are prepared to
teach in unheated classrooms.

Although at the main
Ashley Down wing, teaching
staff joined the manual wor-
kers’ picket in the first days
of the strike.

Bristol Head  Teachers’
Association has joined in
criticism of Tory council

leader Gervas Walker over his

BIRMINGHAM'S Mecca ball-
room saw the eighth (éxtra-
ordinary) annual conference
of the Institute for Workers’
Control on Saturday.

But  after listening to
speeches from prominent
trade union ‘lefts’ the 1000-
strong audience went away
just as they had arrived,
without a policy or pro-
gramme for defeating the Tory
anti-union offensive.

In fact, to judge from the
resolutions before the confer-
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£1250 Fund
Five days

0 raise
£a64 9s 4d

THERE MUST be a maxi-
mum all-out effort to com-
plete the total on time.

Over the weekend, troops
were sent in to clear the
rubbish in E London. The
Tories are stepping up the
fight.

Every day now, the
Workers Press becomes even
more important. We must
use the paper to mobilize
*thousands of working people
against this Tory govern-
ment and force it to resign.

Give us all your support.
In the next five days we
have £564 9s 4d to raise.
Do everything you can. Post
immediately all donations to:

Workers Press Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4.
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No IWC policy
on union laws

BY A WORKERS PRESS REPORTER

ence, the IWC has already
accepted that the Tory Indus-
trial Relations Bill will become
law and is now talking simply
in terms of platonic protest
action to obstruct its opera-
tion.

AEF assistant general secre-
tary Ernie Roberts opened the
conference with a call for
strike action against the Bill.

The right to strike, he said,
must be defended or workers
would become industrial serfs.

‘We must take industrial
action in order to oppose the
proposed  anti-trade union
strike legislation and see to
it that strike action is called
officially by the TUC and the
trade unions. That is what
they are for.’ y

Extolled NJNC

Moss Evans, T&GWU
national officer, barely refer-
red to the Tory proposals in
a speech which extolled the
advance of industrial demo-
cracy on the Ford National
Joint Negotiating Committee!

Third platform speaker,
AEF executive councilman
Bob Wright, said the present
policy of the Tory govern-
ment must be ‘buried’.

He went on to propose a
campaign to convince wor-
kers that ‘the present mood
of the TUC is right’.

The fact that the TUC pro-
poses to do precisely nothing
about the Bill until sometime
next year appears to have
escaped Wright's notice.

Motion opposed

Attempts by the state capi-
talist ‘International Socialism’
group to put a resolution be-
fore the conference were un-
successfully opposed by the
organizers, who claimed the
IWC was ‘not an industrial
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Dockers halt
Mersey today

- From our Industrial correspondent

MERSEYSIDE'’S nine miles of docks will be at
a standstill today after a weekend call by the
port’s Transport and General Workers’ stewards
for a 24-hour token strike over the effects of

containerization.

Stewards are demanding
that container work is re-
stricted to the port’s 10,900
registered dockers only.

One-day stoppages are also
planned by the stewards rep-
resenting employees of the
Mersey Docks and Harbour
Board, who are threatened
with massive redundancies
because of a projected £3
million loss on the board’s
operations this year.

MD&HB stewards point out
that port employers must
tal_(g the blame for the port’s
crisis.

Attacked

But using Tory Transport
Minister John Peyton’s state-
ment last Thursday that the
government could not see its
way to help at present, Liver-
pool’s Port Employers’ Asso-
ciation has attacked today's
planned dockers’ strike as ‘a
deliberate refusal . . . to face
facts’. »

Both dockers and MD&HB
workers attending a confer-
ence on unemployment in the
city yesterday expressed deter-
mination to hurl this state-

ment back in the employers’ |

teeth.

Container work, which
brought the Mersey to a halt
for four days in July last
year, is still very much a
vexed issue nationally and is
expected to form part of a
policy statement soon for the
T&GWU'’s national docks and
waterways committee.

The committee recently
reiterated its demand for the
nationalization of the docks.

suggestion that schools could
be reopened at the heads’ dis-
cretion.

The impressive and con-
tinuing backing for the coun-
cilmen from townspeople and
the labour movement was
again evident in Saturday’s
militant 2,000-strong demon-
stration.

The march, organizéd by
Bristol Trades Council, drew
support from Harlech tele-
vision workers, students, en-
gineers under an AEF banner,
ASTMS members and a large
contingent of housewives who
have given stalwart support
to the strikers.

‘PAY UP’

Govt cuts

WHEN parliament reassembles
tomorrow after a three-month
summer recess, Chancellor of
the Exchequer Mr Anthony
Barber will announce plans to
slash governmeént spending by
an expected £400 million
within a year.

Increased health and school
meal charges are probable,
with attacks on student grants
and the axing of investment
grants to industry and farm

subsidies expected soon.

Drawn into the dispute by
the school shutdown, house-
wives carried the slogan ‘Pay
up,. Open up, Walker’ and
were amongst the most voci-
ferous on the march.

The demonstration paused
beneath the windows of the
Council House where an
emergency debate was taking
place on a motion—later re-
jécted by the Tory majority—
proposing local negotiations
for a settlement.

Some demonstrators forced
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NCB
offer
decides
next

action
Daly

BY STEPHEN JOHNS

MINERS’ LEADERS
may call a special con-
ference of the union or
give areas the go ahead
for official strike action
if the Coal Board does
not improve its offer at
Tuesday’s meeting.

‘Our decision on further
action will depend entirely on
what Lord Robens comes up
with on Tuesday,, Lawrence
Daly, National Union of Mine-
workers’ general secrétary
told Workers Press yesterday.

“The results of these talks
will decide whether that ac-
tion means saying OK to areas
who want official strikes or
whether there will be a special
NUM conference to discuss
the possibility of industrial
action,” said Mr Daly.

Permission

. Under the Union's constitu-
tion areas can call a local
stoppage with national execu-
tive permission if a dispute
affects their area.

Normally this would mean
a. strike over” somé localized
problem or wage claim.

But Mr Daly said that in
the case of the current claim
the executive would be pre-
pared to place a wide interp-
retation on this rule.

‘We would say that each of
the areas is in dispute in-
dividually with the NCB and
therefore their executives had
a perfect right to call an
official strike,’ he said.

Over the weekend there
were moves in several aréas
towards unofficial strike ac-
tion and miners at Monkton
Hall Colliery in Scotland, an
area where 78 per cent voted
to stop work, were planning
a walk-out to start this morn-
ing. -

If Robens does not improve
his offer—and this is_likely—
strikes in S Wales, Scotland,
Kent and Yorkshire are con-
sidered inevitable.

‘I think that unofficial ac-
tion, as I have said befpre,
will be unavoidable. But it is
against the constitution of the
union for the executive to
sanction these,’ said Mr Daly.

Differ

Local rules on strike action
differ.

In some cases an area ex-
ecutive can recommend it
without a ballot, in other
cases a ballot is needed.

But whatever the rules the
local leaders need national
executive permission Dbefore
they can go ahead.-

‘This,’ says Mr Daly, ‘will be
given if the NCB do not im:
prove on their offer of be-
tween £2 10s and £1 17s 6d.

The miners are demanding
a £5-a-week increase to bring
the basic wage to £20 for sur-
face workers, £22 for those
underground and £30 for face
workers.

CHILEAN president - elect
Salvador Allende received
congratulations and good-
will messages from outgoing
president Frei and Catholic
primate Cardinal Raul
Henriques, the archbishop
of Santiago, after his 153-
35 victory in the congress
election on Saturday.

Allende was the candi-
date of the United Popular
Front—a coalition of Stalin-
ists and Social-Democrats—
and has announced his in-
tention to nationalize the
copper, iron and nitrate in-
dustries.

His election takes place
under a state of emergency
declared after right-wing
gunmen shot and wounded

CORRESPONQENT

army commander General
Rene Schneider, one of the
allegedly ‘Marxist’ presi-
dent’s personal friends.

Schneider died in hospital
yesterday. Police and troops
are out rounding up sus-
pects and Santiago has been
placed under a form of
martial law.

The Chilean Communist
Party, which has backed
Allende for the presidency,
hopes ' he will usher in
socialism with his national-
ization programme.

But to judge from his
cordial relations with Frei

Allende ushered in—
with Church blessing

and the Catholic church,
not to mention his personal
friendship with Schneider,
the new president’s Marxism
is not taken too seriously
bf' the Chilean capitalist
class.

After his election on
Saturday, Allende said it
was his duty to ‘create a
new society, a new morality
and a new economy.

‘To make these changes

possible and to receive the
rewards of them we need
the wunanimous aid and
sacrifices of all Chileans.
' ‘We will make Chile an
independent country with
regard to its economy and
political sovereignty, he
added.

AR
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IN WALES, there are
workers who have been
out of a job for seven
years. Their suits are
threadbare, their homes
are decaying for want of
repair. They have been
ground down by almost a
decade of grim hopeless-
ness.

Old men with hollows in
their cheeks, stubble on their
chins and nowhere particular
to go tell you with a des-
perate calm that they will
never work again.

Young men in cheap jeans
and shapeless sweaters spin out
the days of boredom in the only
way they can—drinking in a bar,
playing darts, hanging around the
street.

A steel mill

They are bewildered, waiting
for something to happen, young
enough to believe that things
can’t go on like this for ever.

In fact, something has hap-
pened. There has been a record
drop in one year of 14,000 fewer
people at work according to
figures published last week in the
Digest of Welsh Statistics.

This precipitous overall fall of
14,000 in 1969 compares with
2,000 the year before when 8,000
extra women brought into
employment were a compensat-
ing factor. Last year even the
number of women workers fell
by 1,000.

Leapt

Total unemployment rose by
2,000 in one month this year.
In August it was 37,892 or 3.9
per cent, but by September it
had leapt to 40,118 or 4.1 per
cent.

According to the figures the
index of industrial production
continues to dive. This year it is
expected to exceed the two
point drop in 1969. Employment
fell in 13 of the 24 main manu-
facturing categories.

Name ...

The number of inquiries from
industrialists considering setting
up in Wales has fallen and last
year the amount of factory space
approved by the Ministry of

Technology fell by
square feet.

531,000

The crisis of capitalism is
biting hard in the principality
and last week pleas from the
Welsh Council to the Secretary
of State for Wales, Mr Peter
Thomas, not to slash aid to the
regions fell on deaf ears.

State bribes

In the teeth of the deepening
world recession and the hotting
up of the trade war, which con-
tinues to undermine British capi-

talist’s profits, lavish state bribes °

have enticed a few firms into
Wales.

It is not to be expected that
these bribes will be continued
or will be continued on any-
thing like the same scale with a
Tory government in power. Mr
Heath has made it clear that in
future only profit will decide
the pattern and growth of indus-

try with weak firms (and regions)
going to the wall.

The firms which have set up
in Wales have used government
subsidies, cheap labour and
capital-intensive production tech-
niques to maintain their profits
in the face of the rapidly esca-
lating economic crisis.

Paradoxically as the number
of people in work has dropped,
production, particularly in the
new firms, has gone up.

The latest statistics show that
production in mechanical and
instrument engineering more
than doubled between 1968-1969,
in chemical and allied industries
it went up by 60 per cent, in
electrical engineering by 42 per
cent, in vehicles and aircraft by
41 per cent and in coal and
petroleum products by 48 per
cent.

Because new, so-called tech-
nology-based firms, have been
seen to enter the Principality
during the last decade there
were some who thought it was
only a question of time—before
Wales’ dependence on coal and
steel was ended and a brave new
future opened up to everyone.

But the latest statistics damn
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‘They (the employers) want
people fighting for a job, so they

all such fantasies. Without any
argument they show that the
overall stagnation of the Welsh
economy is deepening. ‘

This is a direct result of the
crisis of over-production and
the accompanying inflation.

They show that at the most
the outcome of firms moving to
Wales has been only to obtain
a short breathing space from
the hurricane of economic dis-
aster bearing down on them as
world capitalism is torn by the
crisis of overproduction.

Nursing desperate hopes of
riding out the storm the
employers are trying to keep
costs, and therefore, wages down.

Workers have been sacked for
trying to form union branches
to improve pay and conditions.
In the factories which have
replaced the pits either the hours
are long or a three-shift system
operates.

Anyone who argues with the
bosses can be sure there is an
army of unemployed at his back
waiting to take over. In one

®

valley town the labour exchange
(Social Security building) has
had to open twice a week instead
of the usual once to cope with
the unemployed.

Ironically the employers’ last-
ditch attempts to Kkeep their
heads above water only serves
to heighten the tide of disaster
poised to sweep over them.

To survive they must cut
costs or raise sales.

But the more output is
increased the worse the crisis of
overproduction becomes.

More and more has to be
charged per unit of output to
maintain profits and this trig-
gers wage demands from workers
unable to keep up with the
escalating cost of living.

Inflation

Eventually galloping inflation
would cause prices to crash. The
alternative is to drive down
costs.

Under normal circumstances
there are limits to which costs
can be cut. The Tories know
this. They also know that these
are abnormal circumstances and
they are preparing for them with
the Industrial Relations Bill
which will be used to make sure
that if workers protest about
their deteriorating pay and con-
ditions they can be compelled,
by force, to accept them.

Welsh workers fortunate
enough to have a job are being
driven to militancy but they stiil
see their struggle as a fight to
build the unions and to get a
union leadership determined to
push up wage rates and improve
conditions.

They don’t realize the grow-
ing impossibility of improving
pay and conditions or that the
union bureaucrats will colla-
borate to the last with the bosses
in a vain bid to make the
capitalist’s economy work, even
when it has become clear that
the body they are struggling to
revive has long since become a
corpse.

can give them the lowest paylj

Part three of a regular
Monday series on
unemployment in
Britain.

MERTHYR
TYDFIL miners

Among workers unfortunate
enough not to have a job the
older ones in their 60’s have
surrendered to the
inevitability of their lot.

But among the younger work-
ers a desperate flame is burning
needing only a guiding hand to
fan it into the fires which can
and will destroy the -capitalist
system of misery and exploita-
tion.

Disillusioned with Labour,
Welsh workers know they can
expect little or nothing from the
Tories. Some have, and are,
flirting with Plaid Cymru—the
Welsh nationalist party—but the
vast majority shrug and say they
don’t know what the answer is.

Malcolm Niblett is 21. He was
born and lives at Bargoed in the
Rumney”Valley in the south east
Wales coalfield.

At Bargoed unemployment has
leapt in two months from 6.9
per cent of the 25,000 working
population in August to 8 per
cent.

Like many Welsh workers
nourished on the lie that the
country has suffered because of
wilful neglect by the colonial
government at Westminster, he
does not relate the problems in
Bargoed to the collapse of world
capitalism and he has hopes that
things are better elsewhere. . .

Mr Niblett told me' “Thefe
will have to be something done
about the unemployment. There
should be a Welsh government.
If things don’t change they (the
people around) will all go to
England. I'll have to think seri-
ously about emigrating.’

We talked in a pub in the
main street. The long, drab bar-
rack, rows of 19th century ter-
raced houses stretched away on
either side. Decay was in the
air, Mr Niblett drank cider
because he could not afford beer.

Rundown

In the six years, since he left
secondary modern school at 15,
he has been out of work, on and
off, for nearly two years.

Like almost every other town
clinging to the damp hillsides of
the south Wales valleys, Bargoed
was Hit by the rundown of coal
which overall has put about
50,000 men out of work since
the war and closed over 120 pits.

In economist’s jargon Wales is
characterized by a predominance
of industries (coal, iron and
steel) employing largely unskilled
labour. The secondary industries
(manufacturing) hardly got going
and the tertiary sector (distribu-
tive and administrative) was vir-
tually a non starter.

So the switch from coal to
electricity, oil and gas found the
Welsh economy hopelessly
unequipped to diversify into
other fields—even if the crisis of
world capitalism had permitted
1t.

The blame for the concentra-
tion on one or two industries is
to be laid squarely at the door
of capitalism, as is the blame
for what happens when these
same industries are no longer
profitable and have to be thrown
on the scrap heap.

The interests of profit are not
necessarily, nor often, the
interests of working people.

Although his father was a
miner for 28 years Mr Niblett
stuck work in the pit for only
18 months.

He went into the merchant

navy for eight months then came
home and got a job wiring up

- Leon Trotsky
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houses for a TV company for
£7 10s a week, after tax.

To earn more money he went
labouring for. different construc-
tion firms, working on average
70 hours a week including over-

.time and getting £12 10s after

tax and £10 after deducting bus
fares.

He said: ‘Three of us got the
sack from the last labouring job,
13 weeks ago, for arguing with
the bosses over money.’

Now he and his wife and their
little boy, aged two, live on £13
a week social security. They pay
£4 1s a week for what amounts
to a two up, two down, council
house which, he said, is cold,
ggorly designed and not worth

He has a drink and a game
of darts, when he can afford it,
with other lads in the same
boat. He has travelled over 1,000
miles and applied for 70-80 jobs.
When he goes home he has to
face his wife and tell her he’s
failed.

Mr Niblett said: ‘My wife
would like to work now. She’s
trained as a hairdresser but
ltlht.ere's not much (work) around

ere,

‘We have to juggle things
around to make ends meet. The
things which are really difficult
are the bills for electricity and
the television. We pay so much
a week. You can’t keep the home
up to scratch. You can’t go out.
Being out of work is a bad
thing.

‘We need more jobs and more
pay here. But there’s not much
I can do really. Just hope for the
best. But I hope my son will 'get

Merthyr

Vincent Coffey is 37. He has
been out of work for four years.
He talked to me on a Sunday
morning before going off to
organize a boxing bout upstairs
icn1 lghe Merthyr - Tydfil Labour

ub.

Merthyr gets a mention in
all the economic history books.
It is one of the oldest industrial
towns in South Wales, marked
out by Crawshay’s Cyfartha iron-
works and the Dowlais pits.

But nine out of the 10 pits
and levels in the area have
closed since the war and
despite an injection' of new fac-
tories like Hoover unemployment
is running at 4.6 per cent.

Other men in the club had
been unemployed for seven years
and longer. Mr Coffey began his
working life at the Merthyr Vale
pit, Treharris, but his last job
was as a driver—salesman for a
local firm.

Mr Coffey said: ‘We were
sacked for trying to form a
union. They worked us till nine
at night on the flat rate with no
overtime. We wanted to start a
branch of NUPE. We had a
strike and they sacked the ring-
leaders.’

He told me there had been
more unemployed in Merthyr in
the last two or three months
than ever before and that the
labour exchange had been forced
to open twice a week to pay the
dole money.

Commenting on what could

be done he said:

IAN REPORTING

‘They [the employers] don’t
want to solve it [the problem of
unemployment]. They want
unemployment. They want people
fighting for a job so they can
give them the lowest pay. When
firms come here they lower
wages straight away.’

Sacked

Mr Coffey has been out of
work about 12 times partly
because he tried to better him-
self , partly because he was made
redundant and partly (twice) he
was sacked for trying to form a

union branch.

He told me ‘hard

it was
going’ for him and his wife to

live on £15 a week social

security.

And be said: ‘T
little chance of getting a job.
Once a man’s gone 40 he hasn’t
much chance. Most of us haven’t
got a trade. We work with our
hands and they don’t want us’.

Perhaps perceptively he added:
‘I think there would still be
unemployment even if there was
a Welsh government’,

He is right. There will be
unemployment for so long as

‘There’s very ‘

there is capitalism which is a
system of boom and slump—
of crisis.

To try to combat inflation and
improve Britain’s competitiveness
in world markets unemployment
could double or treble in the
next five years.

Degredation

The only way forward, the
only way to avoid for all time
the degredation, the demoraliza-

- tion' and the poverty of unem-

ployment, the only way to
defeat the employers, backed by
the Tory government, in their
drive to keep down costs by
attacking wages and the living
standards of the working class,
is to build the revolutionary
party which will fight to end
capitalism and bring about
workers’ control of industry
within a planned socialist eco-
nomy.
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Raison, Conservative MP for Aylesbury.

REGIONAL 1TV

WESTWARD. As Channel except: 3.58
News. 4.00 Gus Honeybun. 6.00 Diary.
6.20 Sports desk. 11.30 Faith for life.
11.35 Weather.

SOUTHERN: 11.00-2.58 London. 4.03
s %8s Tand of e tatie,
ugs Bunny. 4. .
5.5% London, 6.00 Day by Day. Com-

" HTV (Wales) colour channel 41 as

laints box. 6.45 London.

challenge, 11.00 News.
11.10 This is . . . Tom Jones. 12.10
Weather. Action 70.

10.30

~

HARLECH: 11.00-2.58 London. 4.18
Women only. 4.40 Enchanted house.
4.55 Captain Scarlet. 5.20 Timeslip.
5.50 London. 6.01 Report West. 6.23
Report Wales. 6.45 London,
Cinema: ‘Lady in the Lake’. With
Robert Montgomery, Audrey Totter
and Lloyd Nolan. A private detective
is hired to solve a missing persons
case. 12.20 Weather.

HTV (West) colour channel 61 as
above except: 4.16-4.18 Report West.
6.25-6.45 This is the West this week,

above except: 6.01-6.23 Y dydd.

HIV (Cymru/Wales) black and white
service as above except: 6.01-6.23 Y
dydd. 8.00-8.30 Yr wythnos.

ANGLIA: 10.58-2.58 London. 4.25
News. 4.35 Romper room. 4.55 Bugs
Bunny, 5.15 Timeslip, 5.50 London,
6.00 About Anglia. 6.40 London. 10.30
Probe. 11.00 Love, American style.
11.15 Farming diary. 12.20 Reflection.

ATV MIDLANDS: 11.00-2.58 London.
3.49 Horoscope. 3.52 Women today.
4.10 Peyton Place. 4.40 Anita in,
jumbleland. 4.55 London. 5.15 Time-
ll?. 5.50 London. 6.00 ATV today.
6.40 London. 10.30 University chal-
lenge. 11.02 Object on view, weather,

ULSTER: 11.00-2.58 London. 4.30
Romper room., 4.50 News. 4.55
Phoenix five. 5.20 Timeslip. 5.50 Lon-
don. 6.00 UTV reports. 6.15 Nanny
and the professor. 6.45 London. 10.30
Monday night. 10.35 Movie: ‘Para-
noiac’. With Janette Scott and Oliver
Reed. Thriller.

YORKSHIRE: 11.00-3.00 London. 4.15
London. 4.30 Matinee. 4.55 Rovers,
5.20 Timeslip. 5.50 London. 6.00
Calendar, weather. 6.15 University
challenge. 6.45 London. 10.30 Name of
the game. 11.55 Weather.

GRANADA: 11.00-2.58 London. 4.10
News. Peyton Place. 4.40 Anita in
jumbleland. 4.55 Skippy. 5.15 Time-
slip. 5.50 London. 6.05 Six-o-one. 6.15
All our yesterdays. 6.40 London. 10.30
University challenge. 11.00 Homicide.

BORDER: 1.38-2.48 'London. 4.10
News. 4.12 High living. 4.40 Anita in
umbleland. 4.55 Joe 90. 5.15 Timeslip.
.50 London. 6.00 News. 6.15 Univer-
sity challenge. 6.40 London. 10.30
Tales of unease, ‘Ride Ride’. 11.00
Avengers. 11.55 l‘?ews. weather.

SCOTTISH: 10.30 No easy answer.
1.00-2.58 London, 3.40 Dateline. 3.50
Horoscope. 3.52 Women today. 4.15
London. 4.25 Castlehaven. 4.55 Cap-
tain Scarlet. 5.15 Timeslip. 5.50 Lon-
don, 6.00 Dateline. 6.45
10.30 Debate. 11.15 Late call.

London.

GRAMPIAN: 10.58-2.58 London. 3.52
Women today. 4.15 London. 4.25 High
living. 4.55 Skippy. 5.15 Timeslip. 5.50
London. 6.00 News, weather. 6.10
Cartoon. 6.15 Out of town. 6.40 Lon-
don. 10.30 University challenge. 11.00
Seaway.
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me pages from miners’ hist R

How the miners’ 1920
strike was betrayed

NEW PARK

\PUBLICATIONS.

A LARGE SELECTION OF MARXIST LITERATURE

Send a self-addressed envelope for a free booklist to:
186a Clapham High St, London, SW4.

LONDON
Saturday, November 28

Plashet School
(nr East Ham tube)
Doors open 12 noon

'

Help the Young Socialists
make their

GRAND XMAS
BAZAARS

a great success

If you are able to sew, knit, paint and can make
goods for our bazaars. If you can give us jumble,
gifts, tins of grocery. Please contact Young Socialists
Bazaars, 186a Clapham High Street, London, SW4.

THE BAZAARS ARE AT:

LEEDS
Saturday, December 12

Corn Exchange
Leeds
Doors open 12 noon

PUBLIC LECTURES

Elements of
Marxism

The importance of Marxist philosophy in the
building of the revolutionary party.

Lectures by
G. HEALY

(National Secretary of the Socialist Labour League)

DAGENHAM

Monday October 26
Monday November 2

Kay’s Restaurant

271 Ilford Lane
Ilford. 8 p.m.

OXFORD

.Thursday October 29
Thursday November 5

Northgate Hall

Oxford
8 p.m.

Three lectures by
M. BANDA

(Editor of Workers Press)

ACTON

Thursday October 29
Thursday November 5
Thursday November 12
‘Kings Head’
High Street
Acton. 8 p.m.

BLACKFRIARS
Monday October 26
Monday November 2
Monday November 9

Friars Hall

Blackfriars Road

SEl. 8 p.m.

Three lectures by
C. SLAUGHTER

(Central Committee of Socialist Labour League)

BIRMINGHAM
Monday November 2
Monday November 9
Monday November 16

Digbeth Hall
Birmingham. 7.30 p.m.

LIVERPOOL
Wednesday November 4
Wednesday November 11

.Wednesday November 25.

Royal Institution, Colquitt St
(near Bold St). 745 p.m.

SHEFFIELD
Sunday November 1
Sunday November 15
Sunday November 22

Crooksmoor Vestry Hall
Crooksmoor Rd, Sheffield 6.
7.30 p.m.

Lecture by

G. HEALY

in Glasgow
Sunday November 1

Partick Burgh Hall
(nr M"‘.‘rl?g St tube)

DURING the Cambrian
Combine Strike of 1910-
1911 (see Workers Press,
October 12) the strike
committee clashed with
the leaders of the S
Wales Miners’ Federa-
tion.

As a result of dissatisfac-
tion with the Federation
Officials an Unofficial Reform
Committee was formed and
published the famous pamph-
let ‘The Miners’ Next Step’.

This pamphlet demanded a
minimum wage of 8s a day and a
seven-hour day.

It called for ‘complete inde-

- pendence of and hostility to all

capitalist parties’ and urged a
policy of ‘open hostility’ to the
employers  ‘until  we  have
extracted the whole of the
employers’ profits’.

More dissatisfaction developed
over the low awards from the
Joint District Boards, set up by

the Coal Mines (Minimum Wage)

Act of 1912, and particularly
over the bias towards the owners
shown by the government's
‘impartial’ board chairmen.

In nearly every case these men
fixed the minimum rate for day-
wage men at less than 5s.

Reactions to these low awards
combined with political demands
for nationalization of the mines
and for the 'reversal of the
Osborne Judgement (which ille-
galized the use of trade union
funds for political purposes).

The Miners’ Federation, which
had affiliated to the Labour
Party in 1909, was by far the
largest affiliated union, with the
largest number of MPs.

The miners had been demand-
ing nationalization of the mines
since 1892 and had linked this
with calls for the nationaliza-
tion of the land and railways—
all without compensation. They

also called for a five-day week.”

It was around the five-day
week issue that the two-thirds
majority rule was introduced in
1913.

The Miners’ Federation held ‘a
ballot on the question of adopt-
ing a campaign for a five-day
working week. A majority of
44,000 were in favour, but the
executive decided to take no
action.

Instead, under executive
advice, a special conference car-
ried the following resolution:

‘That before a national strike
is entered upon as the result of
any finding of a conference, a
ballot vote of the members shall
be taken, and a strike shall not
be declared unless two-thirds of
those voting vote in favour of
such a strike. If a ballot vote be
taken during the time a strike is
in progress a vote of two-thirds
of those taking part in the ballot
shall be necessary to continue
the strike.’

In 1914 the First World War
broke out. At first short time
and unemployment in the mines
continued and the coal owners,
especially in Northumberland and
Durham, used this to force
through wage reductions.

So bad were conditions in the
mining industry that enlistment
into the armed forces was larger
than in any other industry. In
Scotland, over 21 per cent of the
mining labour force volunteered
to join up.

The owners then used this as
a pretext to declare a labour
shortage. They called for a sus-
pension of the Eight Hours Act.
They demanded curtailment of
holidays, employment of women
on the surface and a lowering
of the age limit for boys.

GREEDY

But the mine owners were not
the only ones greedy for profits.
In the first ten months of the
war, food prices rose more than
they had done in the previous 20
years. As a result, in March
1915, the miners demanded a 20
per cent rise in earnings. The
employers offered 10 per cent
which was rejected.

Following the intervention of
the Prime Minister—Asquith—
actual increases were decided
locally, so that some areas did
worse than others.

Northumberland and Durham,

. for example, got less than half of

what was demanded.

The miners’ fight now became
one to end the system of loc.?l
Council Boards and to replace it

1914 President

of Miners’

Federation

ROBERT SMILLIE

addresses a wartime
meeting against

war profiteers.

with a new standard rate of
wages.

Central to this was the
demand for a minimum wage of
5s a day for all adult surface
workers.

At this time (March 1915) all
the main trade unions, with the
exception of the miners and
engineers, agreed to suspend
union rules and regulations in
munitions industries for the
duration of the war.

The Munitions of War Act was
also passed introducing indus-
trial conscription and prohibiting
strikes!’ An area could be ‘pro-
claimed’ under the Act and
workers going on strike there
could be fined.

When the S Wales miners,
against the will of their execu-
tive, gave notice of strike for
the 5s minimum and for the
payment of afternoon and night
shifts at a turn and one-fifth for
each turn worked, S Wales was
‘proclaimed’. However 200,000 S
Wales miners struck work.

After five days the govern-
ment conceded the miners’ most
important points. The miners had
won, despite their leaders’ hesi-
tation.

Building on this, the S Wales
miners met every demand for a
wage cut by the employers with
a demand for wage increases. In
1916 two main wage claims (for
20 per cent increases) were met
in full.

Triple Alllance leader
J. H. THOMAS.

It was this that led to the
government taking control of the
mines during the war, not to run
the pits in the interests of the
people in wartime, but to make
it easier for the government to
handle the militant miners.

The coal-owners, in fact, were
guaranteed their profits by the
government.

As the war progressed, war-
weariness grew. In 1916 there
was strong support throughout
the British working class for the
Irish Easter Rising and a revul-
sion of feeling against its brutal
repression by British imperialism.

Even more shattering than
this, however, was the effect of
the Russian Revolution of 1917.
Opposition to the war grew,
there was talk of British soviets,
and the workers became even
more determined not to allow
the employers to use the ‘war-
effort’ as a way of getting quick
profits.

In 1918 the MFGB demanded
a 1s 6d rise per day. The govern-
ment offered 6d a day, but
hastily climbed down when a
strike  was
granted the claim in full.

threatened, and

The most important result of
this industrial militancy, which
was not confined to the mines,
was the growth of the most
powerful trade union force yet
seen in Britain—the Triple Alli-
ance of miners, transport work-
ers and railwaymen.

The membership alone was
formidable: ~the miners had
800,000 members, the railwaymen
270,000 and the Transport Work-
ers 250,000.

The purpose of the Alliance
was that each section should
take sympathetic action, should
any one of them be under
attack.

But, right from the beginning,
long ..before. ‘Black Friday’, the
Triple Alliance leaders were
intimidated by its strength and
strove to turn it into a means
of restraining the workers rather
than of advancing their cause.

UNITED ACTION

Robert Smillie, the miners’
leader, declared:

‘Sympathetic action is no
longer to be left to the uncon-
trolled emotions of a strike
period, but is to be the calcu-
lated result of mature considera-
tion and careful planning.’

And rule six of the Triple
Alliance read:

‘Simultaneously with these
arrangements for united, action
between the three organizations
in question every effort shall
proceed among the three sec-
tions to create effective and com-
plete control of their respec-
tive bodies.’

At the beginning of 1919, the
Miners’ Federation put forward
a demand for a wage increase of
30 per cent on total earnings,
reduction of the working day
from eight to six hours, and
nationalization of the mining
industry.

The government’s reply was an
offer of 1s an hour and a Com-
mission of Inquiry. A special
conférence of the miners rejected
this and decided to take a bal-
lot on strike action, strongly
urging their members to vote in
favour of a stoppage.

During the ballot, the govern-
ment placed advertisements in
all the main papers urging
miners to defy their conference
decision.

Despite this, the result of the
ballot was massively in favour of
strike by 615,164 votes to
105,082, The miners’ executive,
however, ignored this vote, post-
poned the strike notices and
decided to participate in the
government  Commission of
Inquiry.

This was the famous Sankey
Commission. Thus began one of
the biggest acts of deceit and
treachery ever perpetrated
against the miners.

During the Commission’s pro-
ceedings, evidence came to light
of the massive profits wrung
from the miners’ low wages dur-
ing the war (a total of £160
million over four years) and also
of the high rate of inefficiency
in the industry.

As a result, the majority
report came out in favour of the
miners’ 30 per cent claim, in

ADUANGE
NOTICE

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1971.

ALEXANDRA
PALACE

Wood Green
London, N22

11 a.m.

Young Socialists and
All Trades Unions Alliance

GREAT NATIONAL
RALLY AGAINST
TORYISM

BOOK THIS DATE NOW!

favour of the six-hour day and
in favour of nationalization.

The report signed by the chair-
man and three other members
(the Sankey Report) recom-
mended a six-hour day by 1921,
a wage increase of 2s per shift,
and the continuation of State
control of the mines.

Even the report signed by the
coal-owners’ representatives
conceded the seven-hour day
and a rise of 1s-6d per day.

The government announced
that it accepted the Shankey
Report ‘in spirit and in letter’.
The miners held yet another
ballot which accepted the leader-
ship’s recommendation to accept
the government’s statement, They
clearly believed that the govern-
ment was pledged to end pri-
vate ownership in the mines,
and it was on this basis that the
strike did not take place.

The miners’ leaders, however,
launched no agitation for nation-
alization, simply placing their
faith in the government’s word.

This contrasted sharply with
the actions of the employers
who mobilized their parliamen-
tary and businessmen’s lobbies
against the Sankey proposals.

Needless to say, the govern-
ment went back on its word
and rejected nationalization.

What, then, had the role of
the leadership been? They had
called off the strike notices and
persuaded the miners to accept
the Royal Commission.

They had then persuaded the
miners to accept the Commis-
sion chairman’s report even
though it was not the majority
report and it fell short of the
miners’ demands.

They had stood by and done
nothing while the mine-owners
launched a vigorous anti-Sankey
campaign and finally, when the
government blatantly broke its
word, the leaders again avoided
strike action and referred the
matter to the TUC.

Prime Minister
LLOYD GEQRGE.

A vote at the Miners’ Federa-
tion Conference in March 1920
was in favour of strike action
for nationalization but at a
special conference of the TUC,
called to discuss the question,
strike action was rejected.

The miners, however, were in
an angry mood and their leaders
were forced to submit a double
demand for a lowering of coal
prices and a rise in wages, both
to come out of the coal-owners’
profits.

REPRESSION

The government rejected the
demand and again the miners
went to ballot. Once again they
voted with a large majority for
strike action.

It was this strike which 'led
the government to introduce the
1920 Emergency Powers Act for
strike repression.

Delegate conferences of the
NUR and the Transport Work-
ers’ Federation held in Septem-
ber declared the miners’ claim

to be just and resolved to abide
by the decision of the Triple
Alliance meeting.

The Triple Alliance leaders,
however, were hesitant and
decided to send a deputation to
the government to urge accept-
ance of the miners’ claim.

The miners agreed to join this
deputation, but the government
could not be moved.

Robert Smillie’s plea to the
miners to accept arbitration and
withdraw the strike notices was
rejected. .

Chalrman of Transport
Workers’ Federation
HARRY GOSLING.

This was reported to the
Triple Alliance whose leaders,
especially Ernest Bevin, were
antagonistic to the miners for
refusing arbitration.

Already the Triple Alliance
leaders were showing their true
colours. The NUR delegates to
the Triple Alliance, under the
leadership of J. H. Thomas,
announced that they were against
strike action.

Harry Gosling, chairman of the
Transport Workers’ Federation,
supported Thomas.

On Friday, September 24, the
Triple Alliance Conference was
informed by miners’ leader
Smillie that after meeting the
Prime Minister, the miners’
executive was recommending that
strike notices be suspended for a
week.

The leaders were doing every-
thing they could to prevent a
strike. Ballot papers were flying
around like confetti. Although
the miners had already voted
overwhelmingly for strike action
they were balloted yet again, on
the appeal of Lloyd George, the
Prime Minister.

Again the miners rejected the
government’s offer by well over
three to one. Again a special
conference voted for a strike to-
take place, this time from Octo-
ber 17.

Smillie attempted to disrupt
this action by threatening to
resign, withdrawing his threat
only after repeated appeals by
the lefts on the executive.

So the miners went into battle
under a leader who opposed
their action publicly!

On October 20 the NUR dele-
gate conference voted for strike
action unless the miners’ claims
were granted.

This so shook the government
that Lloyd George invited the
miners’ leaders to further dis-
cussion. Then the miners' execu-
tive threw away their own
weapon. They hastened to accept
Lloyd George's invitation and
urged the NUR to postpone their
strike action till further notice!

Lloyd George offéred a tem-
porary settlement, which granted
the miners their 2s, but tied it
to output (what was called the
Datum line).

With the strike two weeks old,
yet a further ballot was held.
This rejected Lloyd George’s
;oég:)ion by a majority of over

But the executive instructed
the men to return to work.
Despite the fact that united
action with the railwaymen
would clearly have won com-
plete victory, the strike was
over.

So the weakness and capitula-
tion of the leaders of both the
Miners’ Federation and the
Triple Alliance prepared the way
for the employers’ counter-
offensive. The seeds of Black
Friday had been sown.

NEW SUBSCRIPTION RATES
FOR 6-DAY WORKERS PRESS

The Workers Press is now being published on six days
a week. The production of the extra Monday issue will
be decisive at this time when the Tories are planning an all-
out onslaught against the working class with their anti-union
laws and attacks on wages and living conditions. Only
Workers Press has fought for revolutionary leadership inside
the working class in arder to force the Tories to resign.

We thank all our present subscribers for their support,
which has helped us make this big step forward, and urge
all new readers to become regular subscribers.

Money outstanding on present subscriptions will be
credited to the new rates. When these subscriptions expire,
readers will be (notified and the new rate will then apply.
The new rate for six days will be :

£13 for 12 months (312 issues)
£6 10s for six months (166 issues)
£3 5s for three months (78 issues)

If you want to take Workers Press twice a week the rates
will be :

£1 for three months (24 issues)
£4 for 12 months (96) issues)

PLEASE DON'T DELAY. TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY NOW
TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION OR EXTEND YOUR EXIST-
ING ARRANGEMENT.

Fill in'the form below NOW and send to:

Clrculation Dept., Workers Press, 186a Clapham High St.,
London, SW4.

' — —— ——— L] N — A - ———
| would like to take out a subscription/extend/change my.
present subscription/to Workers Press.

Days required MONDAY THURSDAY
(Please tick) TUESDAY FRIDAY
WEDNESDAY . SATURDAY
Or i
Full subscription (six days) for ..................... months.
NaMe .. ..o e e
F o Lo [ (- L P PP PPN

Amount enclosed £ s d
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Dangerous
opposition
to Tory law

THE SO-CALLED ‘International Socialism’ group, which publishes
the paper ‘Socialist Worker’ sent a delegation on Saturday to the
Institute for Workers’ Control conference called to discuss the anti-

union laws.

They submitted a
resolution, supposed
to be a policy to fight

the anti-union laws.

In fact this resolution is
an opportunist surrender to
all those bureaucratic forces
in the trade unions who, are
holding Back the working
class and collaborating with
the Tories.

The resolution says that
these laws are the Tories’
‘. . . reply to a rising tide
of militancy among many
sections of British workers
that has begun to win for
those involved just a little
more of the fruits of their
labours’.

If this was the cause of
the anti-union laws, then of
course they could be an-
swered just by pressure and
protest, which arrives at a
new compromise with the
employing class.

This is known as reform-
ism. It is" the traditional
outlook of the traitors who
have always led the British
working class away from
socialism.

The anti-union laws arise
from much more fundameén-
tal factors.

DEEPEST CRISIS

Capitalism is going through
_its deepest crisis, because it
is historically doomed. The
ruling class can survive
only by destroying trade
unions as we know them,
and imposing new forms of
rule akin to the the fascism
of Mussolini and Hitler.

Eithér the ruling class
defeats the working class on
the road to dictatorship, or
the working class will de-
feat them in a struggle for
power. .

The fight against the anti-
union laws must be taken
up in the context of this
historical change.

The queéstion is not a
protest, but the mobiliza-
tion of the whole workers’
movement to defeat the
Tories.

By Cliff Slaughter

In the course of the fight
to do this revolutionary
leadership will have to chal-
lenge and defeat the oppor-
tunist and Stalinist leaders
of the trade unions.

The ‘International Social-
ism’ resolution called for
‘the executive of all unions
to announce that they will
refuse to register with the
new Registrar or assist in
the work of the proposed
industrial court and that
they will refuse to pay any
fines imposed under this
legislation or conduct or
accept any government-im-
posed strike ballots’. ‘

And further:

‘In the event of the legis-
lation béing passed, unions
to instruct their members
individually that they will
have the full backing of
their union in refusing to
handle goods that are black
or deliver across a picket
line and in taking other
sympathétic action.’

The real meaning of these
proposals is to accept that
the Bill will go through !

Again, we see that the
present Tory policy and
anti-union laws are seen as
inevitable episodes in the
gradual reformist process.

‘International Socialism’ is
simply trailing along behind
the trade union leaders.

DAY’S PROTEST

In words the resolution
talks about ‘defeating the
Bill’, but for this it advo-
cates :

‘A national day’s protest
strike on the day the Bill
is introduced to parliament.’

This sums it up! A pro-
test against a step by the
ruling class towards totali-
tarian dictatorship. This
allows the union leaders and
the Labour MPs to escape
all résponsibility.

We need not a protest,

7.30 p.m.

underground, 7.30.p.m.

ALL TRADES UNIONS ALLIANCE

CONFERENCES

Support Pilkington glassworkers and their
right to strike!

Defeat the proposed Tory anti-union laws

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 8

COVENTRY: Keith's Club, Cox Street, 3.30 p.m.
NEWCASTLE: Royal Turk’s Head Hotel, Grey Street, 3 p.m.
SHEFFIELD: Crooksmoor Vestry Hall, Crooksmoor Road,

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 15
GLASGOW: Partick Burgh Lesser Hall, near Merkiand Street

LONDON: Woodiands Hall, Crown.Street, Acton, 7.00 p.m.

Speakers will be from the Pilkington Rank and File Committee

L ¥

LATE NEWS

CHANCELLOR’S CUTS
—BY POWELL

Tory far-righter Enoch
Powell said yesterday that he
would not complain if the
Chancellor did not say any-
thing tomorrow which ap-
peared. to be very far-reachmg
or proposed a series of minor
economic cuts having no
great or obvious connection.

‘The policies which are
bound to influence the rela-
tionship bf public expenditure
as a whole to national in-
come, are those which get
government out of certain
areas altogether or limit its
participation in certain areas’,
he said. )

Asked about the possible
break-up of the Common-
wealth as a result of selling
arms to S Africa, he said:
‘I am on record as saying the

sooner the Commonwealth
packs itself off, bag and bag-
gage, the better.

ARMS SALE CLASH
Fighting broke out in Lon-
don’s Trafalgar Square yester-
day when police tlashed with
a group of about 100 demon-
strators from a march against
the possible sale of arms to
S Africa.

Banners, placards and
policemen’s  helmets  were
thrown into the air.

About 30 people were

driven away in police buses.
At least a third of those taken
into custody were girls.

Qutside S Africa House, a
group of about 200 marchers
paraded up and down giving
the Nazi salute and chanting
‘Sieg Heil’. .

Registered as a newspaper at the
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London, S
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but a campaign to mobilize
the whole trade union and
labour movement with one-
day strikes as part of this—
to a General Strike to de-
feat the govérnment.

The resolution actually
says: protest through the
strike and make plans to
defend yourself when the
Bill has gone through.

This is exactly how the
trade union bureaucracy
and Labour leaders want to
restrict and confine rank-
and-file militancy, leaving
them in control.

We must demand through-
out the working class that
the Parliamentary Labour
Party fights every word of
the Bill in parliament to
give time to the mass move-
men and to open the gates
to action for many workers
who will be drawn into the
struggle in all its stages.

This is the best way to
destroy the parliamentary
opportunists.

This is why it is utterly
inadequate and positively
dangerous for  ‘Socialist
Worker’ to say that ‘mili-
tant action is the only way
to stop the government’.

No! Militant action is
necessary to stop the Bill,
but it is not sufficient. It
must be organized as part
of the mobilization of the
whole class
organizations.

In the fight for this mobi-
lization, it will expose and
challenge the existing lead-

in its mass

ers‘hlp.. )
Socialist Worker’ even
says: ‘A massive show of

defiance on that day [when
the Bill is taken into par-
liament] could force the
government to think again.’

EXPECT
DEFIANCE

Every worker must reject
this  dangerous
Defiance and protest the

Tories know they will get.

They expect it.

But they hope to isolate
the militants on this issue,
undermine them afterwards,
meanwhile defeating other
workers because of the
union leaders’ retreats.

It is the miserable sub-
servience of ‘Intérnational
Socialism’ to the ‘left’ trade
union leaders and Stalinists
that explains their line on
this principal issue before
the working class.

‘Socialist Worker's' edi-
tors expose this themselves.
After criticizing Feather,
they say:

‘The proposals suggested
by . . . Hugh Scanlon and
Jack Jones . .. are more in
tune with the needs of the
movement.’

And what
proposals ?

‘Refuse to sign on with
the new Registrar of Trade
Unions. '

‘Refuse to sign any bind-
ing agreements.

‘Refuse to nominate union
members to the proposed
industrial  tribunals and
courts and boycott the work
of such bodies if they are
set up.’

Exactly the proposals put
forward by ‘International
Socialism’s’ own resolution.

But of course, ‘Socialist
Worker’ says, ‘This is not

weére these

enough’. What else is re- .

quired, according to them?

Apart from the one-day
protest, which .they say
should be called by. the
unions, they add : *

‘Once again, the respon-
sibility for organizing, de-
veloping and leading the
fight rests with' the rank
and file.

This talk is meant to
sound very ‘left’. But by
placing all ‘responsibility’ on
the rank and file, these re-
visionists leave the wunion
leaders scot-free to go on
with their dirty work.

Every stép forward to
solve the problems of the
working class, to defeat the
Tories, will mean the build-
ing of a Marxist leadership
fighting on a programme of
uniting the whole labour
movement on the struggle.

This will mean, at the
same time, a ceaseless fight
against the revisionism of
groups like ‘International
Socialism’. ’

rubbish. |

Bristol

an adjournment of the debate
by heckling from the public
gallery—despite the presénce
of a large squad of police.
At a meeting following the

march, messages of support
were brought from several

unions drawn into the dispute. -

But the key question of
perspective for winning the
strike was omitted by the
speaker. None raised the
dangers of the union leaders’
acceptance of an inquiry and
speakers were conteng: to leave
local Tory councillors as the
focus of the fight, ignoring the
dominating struggle against
the Tory government offensive
on the entire working class.

CORRECT

The only correct note was
struck by a speaker from the
floor who shouted ‘Let’s have
some leadership from our
unions. We don’'t mind stay-
ing out for another two
months, but all the unions
should come out’. -

All T&GWU regional sec-
retary Mr Ron Nethercott
could offer the meeting was
demagogic threats of ‘scénes
in this city not seen since the
1930s’ if the strike continued
and his letter to the Lord
Mayor askind for negotiations
to be opened. This ended ‘A
résponse from your council
will be appreciated’.

Cornered after the meeting
by strikers demanding'a policy
for winning the strike, Nether-
cott sidestepped with the re-
mark ‘I'm not the strike com-
mittee’.

One of the strikers com-
mented:

‘Of course, we should all
be out. What we need to do is
call on the brothers in the
car and aircraft industries —
where the profits are—and hit
them where it hurts.’

Nixon
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out at student militants as a
first stage in attacking the
working class.

Top of the list is Bernar-
dine Rae Dohrn, wanted for
the vague catch-all offences of
interstate flight, 'mob action,
riot and conspiracy. She has
been on the run for ten
months as a leading member
of the Weathermen—a left-
wing student group.

The FBI has warned that
‘Dohrn may reportedly resist
arrest . . . may have acquired
firearms. Consider dangerous’;
a clear incitement to any
policeman with an itchy
trigger-finger.

Nixon declared outright war
on the left when he signed
his new Crime Bill, giving in-
creased powers to the FBI.

With Hoover standing by,

Nixon said: ‘Gentlemen, I
give you the tools. You do
the job.’

Hoover confidently replied:
‘We will, Mr President.’

Italian youth
clash with
fascists

A DEMONSTRATION last
week in Vibo Valentia, a town
of Calabria, resulted in clashes
between young people and
groups of fascists.

About a thousand  high-
school and college students
marched through the' streets
demanding an end to the mili-
tary occupation of nearby
Réggio Calabria, imposed by
the Colombo regime ten days
ago.

Near the town centre theéy
were attacked by well-organ-
ized bands of fascist youths,
while police stood by.

When the young péople re-
taliated the fascists fled and
took refuge in the local offices
of the MSI (Italy’s main fascist
organization).

Demonstrators laid siege to
the MSI offices. Police inter-
venéd in force and escorted
the fascists to safety.

WEATHER

A WEST to NW airstream covers
the British Isles. S England will be
cloudy with some rain at times and
a few bright periods.

All other areas will have sunny
spells and showers, which will ‘be
most frequent in NE Scotland,
falling as snow on high ground in
Scotland and perhaps at lower
levels in the extreme North later
in the day. It will be rather cold
in Scotland. Elsewhere, tempera-
tures will be near normal.
Outlook for Tuesday and Wednes-
day: ‘Sunny spells at first on Tues-
day. More general rain _may
spread to western areas on Wed-
nesday. Rather cold.

KEEP PAY
PROMISES
WORKERS

DEMAND

Councils fight—the front

OXFORD’S DUSTMEN, sewage workers, road-
sweepers and park attendants—some of whom
staged a protest demonstration in the town on
Saturday—have now been on strike for four

weeks.

The Tory-dominated council
has ruled out local negotia-
tions, stands four-square be-
hind the authorities’ national
negotiators and is determined
to carry out Edward Heath’s
advice to resist pay claims to
the letter.

Workers Press spoke to a
group of Oxford council
workers at the weekend about
how they see the strike pro-
gressing.

Explaining that the main
problem locally was that only
Transport and General Wor-
kers’ members are as yet on
strike, they said that the
Public Employees’ failure —
with 50 per cent of the coun-
cil workers in the area—to call
its members out was causing
a dangerous split.

Dustman JOHN HOUNS-
LOW told us of the sharp
conflict that had taken place
on picket lines at the town's
tips—now manned 24 hours
a day.

Police were constantly stand-
ing by at all picket points
and made effective picketing
impossible, he said. Pickets
had been injured and com-
plaints made in vain.

- Not felt

‘I don’t think Oxford has
really felt the strike yet’, he
went on. ‘Most of the main
firms and colleges are em-
ploying ‘“scab” contractors.’

This was still going on
despite the blacking of
. these contractors by workers
in the car plants and efforts
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Armson with one of the strikers from their canteen, Miss Pat
Watkins.

\

to stop them by blocking tip
gates and approaches.

Dustcart driver MALAN
ARMSON  explained . how
police had stopped a march
on the town hall planned
after last week’s regular mass
meeting.

‘My opinion is that we had
every right to march’, he said.
‘But we were bluffed out of
it .
" The police had read to
them sections of the 1963
Public Order Act.

However Armson—speaking
for all the Oxford strikers—
told us: ‘No one will be going
back until we have the 55s!’

He explained that the
amount of effort put in on
the job was enormous.

Complain
‘Particularly in N Oxford,
where the nobs live, you have
to carry dustbins anything up
to 5C yards—and they're

quick to complain if you miss
one. The council always take
their word against ours if any-
thing goes wrong.’

On top of this it is a
filthy and dangerous job.

‘The press says it’s a danger
to health if refuse isn’t col-
lected’, he said. ‘Let me say
it’s a danger to our health five
days a week for £13 15s!’

Lorries with four men on
them are expected to empty
up to 1,300 bins—about 18
tons of refuse—a day.

Each man therefore handles
over 20 tons in a week. And
if there is extra work they
are expected to do it without
extra pay.

Dustman MALDWYN
LEWIS, who comes from a
Welsh mining family, spelt out
very clearly the conviction of
most Oxford council workers
that theirs is a political
struggle.

‘Now the miners have failed
to get a two-thirds majority

for strike action, we are left
in the front line against the
Tory government’, he said.

‘They intend to defeat us
and nail us to the wall as an
example to the rest of the
working class and trade union
movement.

‘If they break us, it would
be a big step towards Heath's
anti-union laws.”

All agreed

Asked what action should
be taken to press their claim
in Oxford, all three agreed
that the first priority was a
total national stoppage.

Second on the list they
placed stronger action locally.

They also felt that sympathy
action in local factories could
be absolutely decisive as far
as the Oxford city council
was concerned.

Council workers in Oxford
are determined to fight to a
finish for their rights.

major engineering and
struck and demonstrated

and
nation-wide

WORKERS in a number of Milan’s

back their demands for the full rights
improvements promised
metalworkers’

signed at the end of last year.

Large contingents from the Alfa-
Romeo plants, Sit-Siemens, Loro and

metal plants
last week to

in . the
contract

details.

Parisini and Borletti converged for a
mass meeting in Piazza Irnerio, ad-
dressed by officials of all three major
unions.

Since the agreement was signed, fol-
lowing the massive strike wave of last
autumn, employers in all parts of the
country have tried to backtrack on the

Miners,

busmen

and steelworkers

out in

THE MINERS' strike

France

inf the Lorraine basin,

which started in Merlebach at the beginning of
the week, now covers most of the coalfield.

POLICE in Besancon (E
France) swooped on Saturday
on 42 young people selling
the banned Maoist paper ‘La
Cause du Peuple’.

They handed out leaflets
saying that, while they did not
necessarily agree with the
political positions of the paper,
they were defending its right
to publish.

Two former editors of the
paper, Le Dantec and Le Bris,
are still in jail after being
sentenced in May for ‘crimes
against the state’.

Alain Geismar, a leader of
the Proletarian Left, the Mao-~
ist group which published ‘La
Cause du Peuple’, was last
week sentenced to 20 months,

But police have not so far
moved against the novelist
Jean-Paul Sartre, who has
taken over the formal editor-
ship of the paper and on
several occasions sold it in
public.

CIVIL WAR
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We must work for stop-
pages and demonstrations of
as many workers as possible,
now, in support of the council
workers, to win their - strike
and inflict a defeat on the

‘government.

Struggle

This mass united working-
class action, to defeat the
Tories and bring in policies
of expropriating big business,
requires struggle inside as
well as outside parliament.

The Parliamentary Labour
Party must be forced to
obstruct the anti-union laws
line by line.

Labour leaders, Stalinists
and reformists of all kinds
are making the fatal error of
assuming that the Tory at-
tacks will sting the workers
into automatically returning
another Labour government.

They are playing with firel

The vicious Tory attacks of
the 1930s did not necessarily
lead to Labour victories in
1931 or 1935.

Now, in 1970, the first by-
election of this government
sees a poll of only 37 per cent
and a slight swing away from
Labour. This is because there
has been no fighting alter-
native from Labour.

All waiting and hoping is
betrayal. The essence now is
to grasp the great historical
responsibility of leadership
against the class enemy.

It must be a leadership
which can rally the whole mass
of the organized labour and
trade union movement to
fight and defeat the Tory
government and its plans.

No letting the Labour and
trade union leaders off the
hook!

We demand of them that
they mobilize the mass organ-
izations in united action
against the Tory class enemy.

The miners are claiming, in
return for a management pro-
posal to reorganize the shift
system, a basic rate of 55
francs (about £4 5s) a shift,
with increases in the payments
for night shifts, regradings and
néw pay scales for some sec-
tions, and half pay for working
days lost during the strike.

In the area around Lille
(NE France) bus workers
struck for the fifth time in
six weeks on their long-stand-
ing claim for better pay and
conditions.

Saleégirls out

And in the SAFE steel-
works at Hagondange (Moselle
region) management last week
imposed a blanket lock-out in
retaliation for a pay strike by
60 workers.

The struggle for pay and
union rights in Parisian luxury
department stores continues.

Workers and salesgirls in
thé ‘Nouvelles Galleries’ struck
again last week.

At the French National
Space Research Centre at
Bretigny, near Paris, workers
struck last Thursday for a
new contract.

They were supported by a
stoppage at the Toulouse space
centre and also one at the
tracking station in Kourou,
Guiana.

Today postal workers
throughout France start five
days of strike action in sup-
port of their demands.

SNIAS

THE AGREEMENT signed
by the Socalist-led union (FO)
for SNIAS, the national areo-
space industry, has résulted
in great hostility from many
workers, and especially mili-
tants of the CP-led CGT.

At one of the main plants
(in Toulousé) last week
scuffles broke out between
CGT members and FO officials
and shop-floor delegates.

These divisions are encour-
aged by the CGT policy of a
plant-by-plant struggle, which
blocks off the possibility of a
fight throughout the FO sec-
tion to compel the official
leaders to join united action.

IWC
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body nor a trade union nor a
political party’.

(See this page for the IS policy
on the anti-union laws.)

Later the conference broke
up into what were termed
‘specific industry seminars’.

The car industry seminar
got off to a bad start when
television crews—acting on a
prior arrangement with the
IWC—tried to film the dis-
cussion. Shop stewards ob-
jected strongly and it took
former ‘left’” MP Stan Newens
some 20 minutes to get dis-
cussion started.

After tea, a ‘brains trust’:
Stalinist Bert Ramelson; ‘state
capitalist’ T. Cliff and IWC
man Tony Topham on ‘pro-
ductivity bargaining’.

Cliff’'s statement that he
was completely opposed to
productivity deals drew hos-
tile questions from the floor.

‘Why did you~say in your
book that they should be
accepted?” one questioner
asked. :

‘You simply can’t fight pro-
ductivity deals from the out-
side—you have to insist from
the inside on rank-and-file
control of jobs, manning and
work-load’, was the evasive
reply.

Ramelson also claimed to
oppose productivity, but
added that ‘you’re living in a
fool’'s paradise if you believe
the entire working class
understand the need to oppose
productivity deals’.

No difference

Topham advocated ‘workers’
control bargaining’ as a
counter-ploy to productivity
deals. But he could not ex-
plain how this differed from
ordinary common-or-garden
productivity dealing.

The reformist politics of
the IWC and its Stalinist and
state capitalist hangers-on
clearly offer absolutely no per-
spective for a serious fight
against the Tories.

The Birmingham conference
was a desperate attempt to
introduce the politics of
middle-class protest into the
struggles facing the working
class.

It is a dangerous diversion
from the preparation for a
real fight against the Bill.

'

talian govt

seeks ‘consensus’
with Stalinists

THE ITALIAN cabinet is to present a new
‘decree’ on the economy in parliament today.

This will replace the one under negotiation
last week, which has over-run the parliamentary

timetable.

The measure has been
obstructed by MPs of the
left-wing Socialist Party
(PSIUP) and the ‘Manifesto’
group.

The government allowed
numerous amendments to be
tabled to leave room for
their hoped-for agreement
with the Communist Party
on economic measures.

They were strongly encour-
aged to continue negotiating
for parliamentary agreement
by leading CP deputy Ingrao
in his speech last week.

When the new ‘decree’—
which will incorporate some
minor changes already agreed
with the CP—was announced
in the Rome Chamber of
Deputies on Friday there was
a raised-fist confrontation be-
tween Communist and fascist
MPs, with fascists and Liberals
accusing the regime of a sell-
out to the left.

Collaboration

But behind this shadow-
boxing was the continued
drive of the Stalinist leader-
ship for closer collaboration
with the Christian Democrats,
Italy’s main capitalist party.

Faced with continuing strug-
gles in the factories, the
political crisis in Calabria
and Sicily, and with no final
settlement yet reached on
trade union demands for
social and economic reforms,
the Colombo government is
desperate to achieve a ‘gentle-
man’s - agreement’ on the
economy with Stalinism.

They hope to use this to
keep the ranks together in
the centre-left coalition.

But they are not out of
the woods yet. Major points of
disagreement in the ‘decree’
are still the proposed increase
in petrol tax and new tax
exemptions for manufacturing
industry, both opposed by the
CP and sections of the Social-
ist Party. '

La Malfa, leader of the Re-
publican Party—smallest ele-
ment in the coalition—has
declared that if the petrol tax
proposals are altered, they will
vote against the decree.

And in the 60 days of
debate on the new ‘decree’,
the best efforts of the CP
parliamentarians may not
suffice to protect a coalition
that is rotten to the core.

Compromise

Organized class compromise
is also the main item on the
agenda in Florence today,
where leaders of the three
main unions CGIL (Com-
munist and Socialist), CISL
(Catholic) and UIL (Social
Democratic) start a four-day
conference on trade union
unity.

The Italian trade union
movement was split in 1948,
when Catholic and right-wing
Socialist leaders were able
to set up separate sections

following the CP’s betrayal
of the insurrectionary gene-
ral strike which developed
after an assassination attempt
against CP leader Togliatti.

The CISL and UIL leaders
have no: intention of agreeing
any proposals for real reunifi-
cation, but will use the occa-
sion to try and weaken CP
influence within the CGIL—
on the grounds that trade
unions should be ‘autonomous’
of political parties.

Their opposition to real
unity on a national level has
been strengthened by the
refusal of the CP union
leaders to take up a political
fight against them—a refusal
flowing from the Stalinist pér-
spective of political deals
with capitalist parties and, in
due course, entry into a capi-
talist coalition.

But this very perspective
now creates a running crisis
in the CP’s ranks and those
politically linked with it.

. At the weekend groups of
leading and long-established
CP members in Naples and
Ancona, many with positions
in local government, resigned
from the Party to join the
‘Manifesto’ group.

_ And in Florence three lead-
ing members of the left-wing
Socialist Party PSIUP also
joined the group.

LIVELY YS
SCHOOL

A WELL - ATTENDED and
lively meeting of London
Young Socialists listened to
playwright John McGrath —
author of ‘The Bofors Gun’
and ‘The Reckoning’—talk on
‘Politics and the Commercial
Cinema’ at Margate on Satur-
day.

Yesterday Cliff Slaughter,
Central Committee member of
the Socialist Labour League,
led a discussion on the fight
against the Tories and the
preparation for the anti-Tory
. youth rally at the Alexandra
lleace, London, on February

ALL TRADES
UNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

‘No anti-union laws’
‘Force the Tories
to resign’
goll’l"l‘nHAg.L:tthlllest(l:ay, October 27,
.m. Southa 0! i -
tre. Bridge Road. mmunity - Cen
SW LONDON: Tuesday,
27, 8
Road,

. October
.m. Princes Head, Falcon
lapham Junction.
LINCOLN: Tuesday, October 27,
lllan%.m. Swiss Cottage Inn, New-
W LONDON: Wednesday, October
28, 8 p.m. Prince Albert Pub, Balfe
Street. Kings Cross.

N LONDON: Wednesday, October
8, 8 p.m. Co-op Hall, Seven
Sisters Road.

THANET:‘ Wednesday, October 28,
8 p.m. Willson Hall, Willson Road,
Ramsgate.

MANCHESTER: Wednesday, Octo-
ber 28, 8 p.m. Whitsheaf Hotel,
High Street.

SE LONDON: Thursday, October
29, 8 p.m. Artichoke Pub, Camber-
;:El}k Ehurch St, Camberwell Green.

" Thursday, October 29,
8 p.m. Pier Hotel, Beach Street.
‘Miners Must Win’.
CORBY: Thursday, October 29,

8 p.m. Nag’s Head.
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