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This is only the beginning. As the money
supply tightens, as capital investment con-
tinues to declme, as bankruptcies and un-
employment increase and the full meaning of
the anti-union laws becomes clear to more
workers, resistance will stiffen and militancy

BIrow.

The radicalization of the workmg class
will not stop on December 8 or even in April

if the anti-union Bill goes
through parliament.

We say this because we are
convinced that not all the
measures of the Heath govern-
ment can stop the decline of
British imperialism, although
they might possibly prolong its
death-agony.

But in so far as they are
designed to do this they will
undeniably hasten the trend
towards a revolutionary settle-
ment in Britain, which is as

inexorable .as it . is inevitable.w.-

- Anybody who ‘doubts that
must read carefully the
speeches of Barber and Heath
—and contrast them with the
supine speeches and state-
ments of Messrs Nicholas,
Conway and Scanfon for the
Labour Party and the trade
umens

Both the Chancellor and the
Prime Minister expressed, in

. most forcible and unequivocal

way, that war between the
classes was inevitable and that
the Tories could not avoid a
show-down.

In the manner of a general
addressing his troops before
battle Barber said : .

‘The only way to re-estab-
lish sensible (sic) collective
bargaining is for the govern-
ment and employers to ensure

that militancy does not
pay . .

To prove that he wasn't
joking he told the power-

supply workers:

“‘We shall take what steps
are open to us to safeguard
the supply of electricity. But
if the supply is interrupted or
cut off, the unions are de-
ceiving themselves if they
think that the consequences
will drive the government to
connive at an unjustifiable
settlement.” . -

On the question of Decém-
ber 8, Barber stressed the
ruling-class resolve not to be
moved by traditional reform-
ist protest:

‘It will in no way alter our
resolve. For those taking part,
it will be a sheer waste of
time.

Heath made a special point
of singling out the revolution-
ary left and militant unionists
for a venomous attack.

‘There is only one group
which has reason to fear what
we propose. | mean those who
thrive on disruption, because

@ PAGE FOUR COL. 8
HERRAR AR R naginenn

£1250 Dec.
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MORE than ever before the [

Workers Press must give a
political lead to the enormous
movement that is growing

against the anti-union laws.

The retreats of the Stalinists
and the right-wing trade union
leaders can lead nnly to
serious dangers.

Every day we will continue
to wage an all-out struggle
against their treachery. We are
sure that the Tory govern-
ment can be driven right back.

Stréngthen us in this fight,
Support us by raising every-
thing you can for the Decem-
ber Appeal Fund. Post
immediately all your donations
to:

Workers Press Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4.
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workers in
Britain’s 191 power stations will
begin a go-slow and work-to-rule.

Tomorrow. hundreds of thousands of
workers will be striking and demon-
counter-revolu-
tionary and dictatorial measures of the

Why
Kremlin
wants a

‘detente’—

by Brandt

BY A
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

IN AN interview with the
Paris weekly ‘L’Express’, W
German  Chancellor Willy
Brandt gave three reasons
why the Soviet Union had
dropped its anti-Bonn propa-
ganda campaign.

‘The first is eccmomlc he
said.

‘The Russians are interested
in the development of
exchanges with W - Europe.
They have realized that W
Germany carries weight in W

W Germany’s Brandt

Europe. They therefore feel
“detente” with us is a neces-
sary condition for co-operation
with W Europe as a whole,
including Britain.” (Empbhasis
added.)

Understanding

The second reason, Brandt
went on ‘is that, despite
Middle FEast tension, the
Soviet Union wants an ‘'under-
standing with the United
States. There again, nothing
can be achieved if Europe
remains cloistered in mistrust’.

‘The third reason, Brandt
continued, ‘is the most im-
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This must be the
beginning of a con-
tinuing struggle
which gathers
greater and greater
strength until. the
Tory government is

"f‘drc"é‘&féto‘f‘r‘esign'

« - The eyes of the world are

now turned on the British
working class.

Millions of workers sense
that a fight of historic pro-
portions lies immediately
ahead.

When the British work-
ing class goes into action
to defend the rights it has
won in centuries . of
struggle, it occupies the
front line on behalf of
workers internationally
who—because of capital-
ism’s global crisis — face
the attacks of their own
ruling classes.

At stake in this struggle
is everything won in 200
years of trade unionism.

The spirit of the pioneers
who sacrificed everything—
including their own lives—
to defeat the Combination
Laws and win legal status
for trade unions; this spirit
lives in the struggle which
begins on the streets to-
mMOIrow.

Traditions

When the Tolpuddle
Martyrs suffered deportation
in the fight for the right to
a farmworkers’ union, they
built into the traditions of
the British working class
something which will never
be erased.

This tradition of struggle
against the. ruling class
marches tomorrow. i

The Tory government has
set course to destroy the
trade unions.

Every class-conscious wor-
ker knows that there can
be no compromise on this
fundamental question. The
Tories must gol -

But this government will
certainly not be brought
down by protest action.

If we are to carry through
the fight to remove them,
it is necessary to oppose 2ll
those who want to confine
the movement against the
anti-union laws to a protest.

* MOTTOW'S

Stalinists change

THE Liaison Committee for
the Defence “of Trade
Unions, in a last-minute
policy change on the eve of
the December 8 strike
against the anti-union laws,
is calling for an immediate
re-call conference of the
TUC to prepare “all forms
of action, including nation-
wide action of general strike
dimensions’.

This was revealed by the
committee’s Stalinist
leaders, Kevin Halpin and
James Hiles, at a press
conference after the com-
.mittee’s meeting on Satur-
day.

The policy switch fol-
lowed a lengthy discussion
on the committee, which has

Dec. 8 line

previously opposed all men~
tion of general strike action.

Following the discussion,
the committee’s statement
was amended to incorporate
the new stand.

The committee’s state-
ment, intended for issue as
a leaflet on the December 8
demonstl-atnon, is a Stalinist
attempt to head off the
rapidly growing response te
the Socialist Labour
League’s policy of forcing
the trade union leaders to
fight the Tories.

It is also a tacit admission

that the poliey for which’

the Liaison Committee cam-
paigned against the League
at the November 14 con-
ference is completely bauk»
rupt.

agamst the Tory anti-union laws.

What is needed is the
preparation of a political
General Strike te stop the
anti-union laws and force
the Tories to, resign.

We must force the union
leaders to mobilize  the
whole trade union move-
ment_for this action. To-

must be made the begmnmg
of the campaign.

Anger

Throughout the working
class, anger against the gov-
ernment and 1ts attacks is
mounting.

We must support every
action and every protest,
however limited it may be.
But it is our task to prepare
the united movement of the
working class which will
actually bring down the
government.

December 8 is only the
beginning.

It is a disgrace and a
scandal that the Labour and
trade union leaders have
still not begun any fight
against the Tory Bill.

Not only that, but front-
bench Labour spokeswoman

Barbara | Castle - and the
Trades ~ Union  Congress
leaders have joined the

capitalist. press and Employ-
ment Minister Robert Carr
in denouncing the Decem-
ber 8 strike.

This behaviour is all the
more treacherous because it
HINUGTETIT O TR

ENGINEERING shop
stewards in Liverpool are
the latest to demand all-out

official action against the

Tories.

A weekend meeting of
300 shop stewards and
branch officers called by the
city’s district committee of
the Amalgamated Engineers
and Foundryworkers unani-
mously carried a resolution
calling on the union’s
executive to organize a total
stoppage of all members
until the Tory government
resigns.

[T

is not only trade union
rights that are at stake,

The sacking of 5,000 by
British-Leyland, the Tory
decision to appoint a re-
ceiver at the Mersey docks
and their refusal of aid to
the. Belfast shipyards all
show that the basic right to
work is threatened.

Mass unemployment is
on the way, so far as the
Tories are concerned.

Worse
At the same time rising
prices, fares and rents

threaten the living standards
of every working - class
family—and entry into the
Common Market will make
all these  problems many
times worse.

The time to fight is now !

What is needed above all
by the movement is a pro-
gramme of socialist demands
to unite the working class
in action against the Tory
government.,
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lout
tomorrow
December 8!

SEVERAL hundred thoﬁsand trade Make the union

unionists will take strike action tomorrow

leaders fight!
Force the Tones to re51gn' |

DECEMBER
HGHTH

ALL TRADES
UNIONS ALLIANCE.

Meeting

The postmen have
shown the way to
defeat the anti-union
laws!
Make the trade union
leaders fight the
Tories! Force the gowv-
“ernment to resign!

TUESDAY
DECEMBER 8, 5 p.m.

The Lecture Hall
Central Halls
» Westminster

Speakers : _
G. HEALY (National Sec-
retary of Socialist Labour
League)
A. THORNETT (Deputy
Senior Steward Morris
Motors, Oxford)
G. CAUGHEY (Chairman
Pilkington’s Rank™ and
File Committee)
T. SWEENEY (Chairman
London Councilworkers'
Liaison Committee)
Chairman:
A. WILKINS (ATUA Sec-
retary)

Admission 2s

No line on Dec 8

or redundancies

Dangerous
Leyland
retreat

SHOP STEWARDS

representing 200,000

British-Leyland carworkers yesterday allowed a
dangerous retreat over both their combine’s
redundancy threats and the Tory anti-union

plans.

On both counts they were
in. complete breach of the
fighting six-point programme
adopted on November 4 by
the executive of the Leyland
cothbine’s trade umion com-
mittee.

At a 1,000 -strong all-
stewards’ meeting in Birming-
ham, .no policy was outlined
to fight the 5,000 sackings and
the factory closures announced
by Leyland’s top management
on Friday.

MEETING

Instead stewards accepted a
resolution from the commit-
tee’s joint chairman, Dick
Etheridge, requesting a meet-
ing between shop-floor repre-
sentatives and group chairman

one-day “Strike

~decision as

Eire pnson
camp —a

move

'WTH THE Curragh mili-

tary detention camp being
prepared for its first in-

mates, Ireland joins the

growing list of so-called

‘democratic’ states adopt-

ing oepen methods of

repression against left-wing

militants and national

minorities.

By invoking the ‘Offences
Against the State Act’ of
1940, the Lynch government
now has the power to arrest
and intern without trial who-
ever it likes.

The Dublin university
Republican Club has® con-
demned the government’s
‘a Greek. junta-
style move’, while Sinn Fein
president Rory Brady thought
that the move could be con-
nected to a proposed deal
with Heath on the Ulster
question and the Tory gov-

ernment’s Common Market

entry bid. :
DISTURBED

While Lynch has ‘been

praised by Paisley and other
Protestant extremists in the
North, even moderate opinion
in Eire has been disturbed by
the government’s move.

Labour MP Conor Cruise
(O’'Brien’ said:

‘We have no reason to trust

the government on exceptional
legislation, because we don’t
even trust them on normal
legislation.’

The alleged target of the
emergency measures is a small,
radical break-away group from
the IRA, Saor Eire (Free
Ireland)., o :

‘They are accused of 'pre-
paring the kidnappin.g of
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junta-style

Shop stewards leave yester-
day’s meeting

BY STEPHEN JOHNS

Lord Stokes to discuss the
rationalization.
A longstanding rnember of

the Communist Party’s execu-:

tive committee, Etheridge said
after the meeting that the real
issue behind the crisis was
‘getting the company out of
its mess’.

He said that ‘this is where
the government should step in
with financial aid’.

Thée meeting, Etheridge
went on, ‘was fully opposed
to sackings of men unless
mutual agreement had been
reached between management
and unions.

‘But we recognize that any
company must, under existing
circumstances, be a profitable
concern.’

He doubted whether strikes
against redundancies would
occur, since these would beé
‘a difficult thing in factories
facing total closure’.

“We realize the position as
far as BMC is concerned. is
serious, but it is my opinion
that it can be resolved in two
or-three-years,”.said Etheridge:

Throughout his statement,
Etheridge appealed for a
healthy British car industry
and criticized the inroads US
manufacturers were making
into the British market.

The Birmihgham meeting
also discussed the December
8 strike call against the anti-
union laws, but did not re-
commend any specific action
to workers in the Leyland
factories.

‘There will be some strikes
in the group, and ‘as far as
the combine committee is con-
cerned they will have the
moral support of the shop
stewards’, said Etheridge.

His own Austin plant at
Longbridge would not be
stopping. :

Briefly

ACTON machine setters at N
London’s CAV plant have
called off a two-week struggle
over pay and conditions pend-
ing talks with management
this morning.

The men have been refusing .

to clock in, banning overtime
and refusmg to operate the
site’s ‘tele-control’ production
mofiitoring system because the
management will not grant
demands for staff benefits and
increases in bonus and long-
service pay.

Last week, the men took
‘privilege’ days off—usually a
staff-only perk%to press home
their point.

Stewards feel that the most
the men can expect from to-
morrow’s talks is a pay review
early next year, when some

form of job-evaluation scheme 4

will be offered.

PAKISTAN newspapers and
radio stations claimed yester-
day that 300 Pakistanis were
killed and 700 injured on
Wednesday night when Indian
police and racialists attacked
the Batrigach enclave in W
Bengal.

The Indian Home Ministry
denied the allegations, saying

that an attack had been |
carried out by 30 ‘miscreants’.

Batchelor reinstatement
fight stepped up

A BID will be made this
week to extend the official six-
week reinstatement strike at

Batchelor’s  Sheflield foods
factory.
Management attempts to

‘break the strike have so far
failed miserably.

The Yorkshire plant remains
solid in defence of its sacked
Amalgamated Engineers’ and
Foundryworkers’ convenor
Terry Devey.

Maintenance men who had
returned to work at the com-
pany’s nearby Worksop plant
have been told by the unigh
branch that if they do not re-

join the sympathy strike there
by today, they will be expelled
from the union.

AEF district organizer
George Caborn, who came
under heavy fire from the
strike committee just over a
week ago for attempting to
negotiate with management
without consulting them, says
his union’s executive is ap-
proaching stewards at Batch-
elor's Ashford, Kent, factory
for action in solldarity

It is rumoured that Sheffield
management has approached
strikers with an offer of a £3
pay rise if they go back to
work’ without Devey.

and his

Saturday December 12
Corn Exchange
Leeds

DOORS OPEN AT 11 a.m.

Visit Aladdin

Magic Lamp
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TODAY 40,000 workers in
Britain’s 191 power stations will
begin a go-slow and work-to-rule.

Tomorrow. hundreds of thousands of
workers will be striking and demon-
counter-revolu-
tionary and dictatorial measures.of the

strating against the

Tory government.

This is only the beginning. As the money
supply tightens, as capital investment con-
tinues to decline, as -bankruptcies and un-
employment increase and the full meaning of
the anti-union laws becomes clear to more

workers, resistance will stiffen
grow.

The radicalization of the working class
will not stop on December 8 or even in April

if the anti-union Bill goes
through parliament. :

We say this because we are
convinced that not all the
measures of the Heath govern-
ment can stop the decline of
British imperialism, although
they might possibly prolong its
death-agony.

But in so far as they are
designed to do this they will
undeniably hasten the trend
towards a revolutionary settle-
ment in Britain, which is as

inexorable as it.is inevitablé..-

- Anybody who doubts that
must read carefully = the
speeches of Barber and Heath
—and contrast them with the
supine speeches and state-
ments of Messrs Nicholas,
Conway and Scanlon for the
Labour Party and the trade
unions.

Both the Chancellor and the
Prime Minister expressed, in

. most forcible and unequivocal

way, that war between the
classes was inevitable and that
the Tories could not avoid a
show-down.

In the manner of a general
addressing his troops before
battle Barber said :

‘The only way to re-estab-
lish sensible (sic) collective
bargaining is for the govern-
ment and employers to ensure
that militancy does not
pay ...

To prove that he wasn'’t
joking he told the power-
supply workers:

‘We shall take what steps
are open to us to safeguard
the supply of electricity. But
if the supply is interrupted or
cut off, the unions are de-
ceiving themselves if they
think that the consequences
will drive the government to
connjve at an unjustifiable
settlement.”” .

On the question of Decém-
ber 8, Barber stressed the
ruling-class resolve not to be
moved by traditional reform-
ist protest:

‘It will in no way alter our
resolve. For those taking part,
it will be a sheer waste of
time.’

Heath made a special point
of singling out the revolution-
ary left and militant unionists
for a venomous attack.

‘There is only one group
which has reason to fear what
we propose. I mean those who
thrive on disruption, because
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£1250 Dec.

Appeal Fund -
stands at

£104 13s Gl

MORE than ever before the |°

Workers Press must give a
political lead to the enormous
movement that is growing
against the anti-union laws.
The retreats of the Stalinists
and the right-wing trade union
leaders can lead only to
serious dangers. ‘

Every day we will continue
to wage an all-out struggle
against their treachery. We are
sure that the Tory  govern-
ment can be driven right back.

Strengthen us in this fight.
Support us by raising every-
thing you can for the Decem-
ber Appeal Fund. Post
immediately all your donations
to:

Workers Press Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4.

LTGRO
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and militancy

Why
Kremlin
wants a

‘detente’—
“by Brandt

BY- A
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

IN AN interview witil the
Paris weekly °‘L’Express’, W

German  Chancellor Willy
Brandt gave three reasons
why the Soviet Union had

dropped its anti-Bonn propa-
ganda campaign.
‘The first is economic’ he
said. '
‘The Russians are interested
in the development of
exchanges with W Europe.
They have realized that W
Germany carries weight in W

W Germany’s Brandt

Europe. They therefore feel
“detente” with us is a neces-
sary condition for co-operation
with W Europe as a whole,
including Britain’ (Emphasis
added.) )

Understanding

The second reason, Brandt
went on ‘is that, despite
Middle East tension, the
Soviet Union wants an ‘'under-
standing with the United
States. There again, nothing
can be achieved if Europe
remains cloistered in mistrust’.

‘The third reason,’ Brandt
continued, ‘is the most im-

@ PAGE FOUR COL. §

- to

This must be the
beginning of a con-
tinuing struggle
which gathers
greater and greater
strength until. the
Tory government is
“forcet-toesign.

« - The eyes of the world are
now turned on the British
working class.

Millions of workers sense
that a fight of historic pro-
portions lies immediately
ahead. .

When the British work-
ing class goes into action
to defend the rights it has
won in centuries . of
struggle, it occupies the
front line on behalf of
workers internationally
who—because of capital-

, ism’s global crisis — face
the attacks of their own
ruling classes.

At stake in this struggle
is everything won in 200
years of trade unionism.

The spirit of the pioneers
who sacrificed everything—
including their own lives—
to defeat the Combination
Laws and win legal status
for trade unions; this spirit
lives in the struggle which
begins on the streets to-
morrow.

Traditions

When the Tolpuddle
Martyrs suffered deportation
in the fight for the right to
a farmworkers’ union, they
built into the traditions of
the British working class
something which will never
be erased.

This tradition of struggle
against the ruling class
marches tomorrow. )

The Tory government has
set course to destroy the
trade unions.

Every class-conscious wor-
ker knows that there can
be no compromise on this
fundamental question. The
Tories must go !

But this government will
certainly not be brought
down by protest action.

If we are to carry through
the fight to remove them,
it is necessary to oppose all
those who want to confine
the movement against the
anti-union laws to a protest.

" MOrrow's

THE Liaison Committee for
the Defence ‘of Trade
Unions, in a Jlast-minute
policy change on the eve of
the December 8 strike
against the anti-union laws,
is calling for an immediate
re-call conference of the
TUC to prepare ‘all forms
of action, including nation-
wide action of general strike
dimensions’.

This was revealed by the
committee’s Stalinist
leaders, Kevin Halpin and
James Hiles, at a press’
conference after the com-
mittee’s meeting on Satur-
day. . ‘

The policy switch fol-
lowed a lengthy discussion

on the committee, which has

e e A A ot e e e IS

Stalinists change
Dec. 8 line

previously opposed all men-
tion of general strike action.

Following the discyssion,
the committee’s statement

was amended to incorporate

the new stand.

The committee’s state-
ment, intended for issue as
a leaflet on the December 8
demonst"ation, is a Stalinist
attempt to head off the
rapidly growing response to
the Socialist Labour

_League’s policy of forcing

the trade union leaders to
fight the Tories.

‘It is also a tacit admission
that the policy for which’
the Liaison Committee cam-
paigned against the League
at the November 14 con-
ference is completely bank-
rupt. ‘

against’ the Tory anti-union laws.

Force the Tories to r

What is needed is the
preparation of a political
General Strike to stop the
anti-union laws and force
the Tories to, resign.

We must force the union
leaders to mobilize the
whole trade union move-
ment_for this action. To-
one-day ‘
must be made the beginning
of the campaign.

Anger
Throughout the working
class, anger against the gov-
ernment and its attacks is
mounting. N

We must support every
action and every protest,
however limited it may be.
But it is our task to prepare
the united movement of the
working class which will
actually bring down the
government. \

December 8 is only the
beginning.

It is a disgrace and a
scandal that the Labour and
trade union leaders have
still not begun any fight
against the Tory Bill.

Not only that, but front-
bench Labour spokeswoman

Barbara Castle and the
Trades '~ Union  Congress
leaders have joined the

capitalist press and Employ-
ment Minister Robert Carr
in denouncing the Decem- .
ber 8 strike.

This behaviour is all the

" more treacherous because it

- HIREENn

ENGINEERING shop
stewards in Liverpool are
the Iatest to demand all-out

official action against the '

Tories.

A weekend meeting of
300 shop stewards and
branch officers called by the
city’s district committee of
the Amalgamated Engineers
and Foundryworkers unani-
mously carried a resolution
calling on the union’s
executive to organize a total
stoppage of all members
until the Tory government
resigns.

(BT T T

is not only trade union
rights that are at stake.

The sacking of 5,000 by
British-Leyland, the Tory
decision to appoint a re-
ceiver at the Mersey docks
and their refusal of aid to
the Belfast shipyards all
show that the basic right to
work is threatened.

Mass unemployment ié
on the way, so far as the
Tories are concerned.

W orse
At the same time rising
prices, fares and rents

threaten the living standards
of every working - class
family—and entry into the
Common Market will make
all these problems many
times worse.

The time to fight is now !

What is needed above all
by the movement is a ptro-
gramme of socialist demands
to unite the working class
in action against the Tory
government.
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All out
tomorrow
December 8!

SEVERAL hun(ii'ed thousand trade Make the lllliOll

unionists will take strike action tomorrow

leaders fight!

A

[ DECEMBER
HGHTH

ALL TRADES
UNIONS ALLIANCE.

. Ll
Meeting

The postmen have
shown the way to
defeat the anti-union
’ laws!
Make the trade union
leaders fight the
Tories! Force the gov-

ernment to resign!

TUESDAY
DECEMBER 8, 5 p.m.

The Lecture Hall
Central Halls
. Westminster

Speakers : )
G. HEALY (National Sec-
retary of Socialist Labour
League) '
A. THORNETT (Deputy
Senior Steward Morris
Motors, Oxford)
G. CAUGHEY (Chairman
Pilkington’s Rank and
File Committee)
T. SWEENEY (Chairman
London Councilworkers'
Liaison Committee)
Chairman:
A. WILKINS (ATUA Sec-
ret;ary)

Admission 2s

esign!

Eire prison
camp —a

|junta-style |

move

WTH THE Curragh mili-
tary detention camp being
prepared for its first in-
mates, Ireland joins the
growing list of so-called
‘democratic’ states adopt-
ing open methods of
repression against left-wing
militants and  national
minorities. ’

By invoking the ‘Offences
Against the State Act’ of
1940, the Lynch government
now has the power to arrest

and intern without trial who-
ever it likes.

The Dublin university
Republican Club has con-
demned the government’s

decision as ‘a Greek, junta-
style move’, while Sinn Fein
president Rory Brady thought
that the move could be con-
nected to a proposed deal
with Heath on the Ulster
question and the Tory gov-

ernment’s Common Market
entry bid.

DISTURBED
While Lynch has been

Protestant extremists in the
North, .even moderate opinion
in Eire has been disturbed by
the government’s move. .

Labour MP Conor Cruise
O'Brien said:

‘We have ho reason to trust
the government on exceptional
legislation, because we don’t
even trust them on normal
legislation.’

The alleged target of the
emergency measures is a small,
radical break-away group from
the IRA, Saor Eire (Free
Ireland)., o

They are accused of pre-
paring the kidnapping of
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praised by Paisley and other -

The daily paper
‘that leads the

fight against the
Tory government

No line on Dec 8

or redundancies

Dangerous
Leyland
retreat

SHOP STEWARDS

representing 200,000

British-Leyland carworkers yesterday allowed a
dangerous retreat over both their combine’s
redundancy threats and the Tory anti-union

plans.

On both counts they were
in complete breach of the
fighting six-point programme
adopted on November 4 by
the executive of the Leyland
combine’s trade union com-
mittee.

At a 1,000 -strong all-
stewards’ meeting in Birming-
ham, .no policy was outlined
to fight the 5,000 sackings and
the factory closures announced
by Leyland’s top management
on Friday.

MEETING

"Instead stewards accepted a
resolution from the commit-
tee’s joint chairman, Dick

‘Etheridge, requesting a meet-

ing between shop-floor repre-
sentatives and group chairman

Shop stewards leave yester-
day’s meeting

BY STEPHEN JOHNS

Lord Stokes to discuss the
rationalization. :

A longstanding member of
the Communist Party’s execu--
tive committee, Etheridge said
after the meeting that the real
issue behind the crisis was
‘getting the company out of
its mess’.

He said that ‘this is where
the government should step in
with financial aid’.

The meeting, Etheridge
went on, ‘was fully opposed
to sackings of men unless
mutual agreement had been
reached between management
and unions.

‘But we recognizé that any.
company must, under existing
circumstances, be a profitable
concern.’

He doubted whether strikes
against redundancies would
occur, since these would be
‘a difficult thing in factories
facing total closure’.

‘We realize the position as
far as BMC is concerned. is
serious, but it is my opinion
that it can be resolved in two

» _or three-years,’ .said Etheridge,

Throughout his statement,
Etheridge appealed for a
healthy British car indust
and criticized the inroads U
manufacturers were making
into the British market.

The Birmihgham meeting
also discussed the December
8 strike call against the anti-
union laws, but did not re-
commend any specific action
to workers in the Leyland
factories.

There will be some strikes
in the group, and ‘as far as
the combine committee is con-
cerned they will have the
moral support of the shop
stewards’, said Etheridge.
_His own Austin plant at
Longbridge would not be
stopping. . :

Briefly

ACTON machine setters at N
London’s CAV plant have
called off a two-week struggle
over pay and conditions pend-
ing talks with management
this morning.

The men have been refusing
to clock in, banning overtime
and refusing to operate the
site’s ‘tele-control’ production
mofiitoring system because the
management will not grant
demands for staff benefits and
increases in bonus and long-
service pay.

Last week, the men took
‘privilege’ days off—usually a
staff-only perk—to press home
their point. ro

Stewards feel that the most
the men can expect from to-
morrow’s talks is a pay review
early next year, when some

form of job-evaluation scheme’

will be offered.

PAKISTAN newspapers and
radio stations claimed yester-
day that 300 Pakistanis were
killed and 700 injured on
Wednesday night when Indian
police and racialists attacked
the Batrigach enclave in W
Bengal.

The Indian Home Ministry
denied the allegations, saying
that
carried out by 30 ‘miscreants’.

an attack had been |

A BID will be made this
week to extend the official six-
week reinstatement strike at

Batchelor’s Sheffield foods
factory.
Management attempts to

‘break the strike have so far
failed miserably.

The Yorkshire plant remains
solid in defence of its sacked
Amalgamated Engineers’ and
Foundryworkers’ convenor
Terry Devey.

Maintenance men who had
returned to work at the com-
pany’s nearby Worksop plant
have been told by the unigt

branch thatﬁ if they do not re-

Batchelor reinstatement
fight -stepped up

join the sympathy strike there
by today, they will be expelled
from the union.

AEF district organizer
George Caborn, who came
under heavy fire from the
strike committee just over a
week- ago for attempting to
negotiate with management
without . consulting them, says
his union’s executive is ap-
proaching stewards at Batch-
elor’'s Ashford, Kent, factory
for action in solidarity. .

It is rumoured that Sheffield
management has approached
strikers with an offer of a £3
pay rise if they go back to
work - witheut Devey.
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‘IT IS a great mistake to think that
Mr Heath would not make a good

Prime Minister.’

This was the opinion of the ‘Daily Mirror’ on
December 7, 1969, on the eve of what began as the
dullest, most certain, General Election since Harold

~Macmillan told voters they had never had it so good
exactly a decade earlier.

By the spring the opinion polls, soon to be proved
sensationally wrong, showed Heath’s popularity
plummeting day after day. Within hours of the
election Gallup gave the Labour Party a 7 per cént
lead over the Tories.

Most media commentators joined in the disparagement
of ‘poor-old Ted’ repeatedly making unfavourable com-
parisons with statesman-like world leader Wilson.

They watched with an amused smile Heath’s antics with
Enoch Powell who was accused variously of trying to lose the
election for the Tories and later of winning it.

But in the teeth of seemingly irrefutable evidence from the
opinion polls and against a storm of criticism from broadcasters
and newspapermen Heath stood, as many foolishly thought,
firm.

Time and time again he reiterated his view that his party
would win. He reiterated the Party’s free-society politics with-
out modification and without apology. He referred constantly
to the soundings of the grass roots antenna of the Party machine

To most observers all this, in the inimitable phrase of
‘Private Eye’, was ‘Grocer Heath’, putting a brave face on it.

Then, on June 18, 1970, in the early hours of the morning,
pollsters, commentators, pundits and a large section of the
electorate were rocked to their foundations by an almost
unbelievable Tory victory.

Of course, some people were :
not reeling. There were cele-
brations in Throgmorton St
and on Wall St; the ‘Financial
Times’ Index jumped a record
21.7 points and stock market
prices went up by 5 per cent.

Yet observers were still un-
willing to give much of the
~edit to Ted Heath; a misfit
in the Tory Party, the man
whose father began life work-
ing for a builder. To the last
they preferred to think that it
was Enoch Powell who finally
swayed the voters into giving
Heath a majority in the House
of Commons.

But those with longer and
more retentive memories might
have learned from Heath's
performance in 1964, one year
before he became leader of the

- Edwar
Heat

Sl Hgs¥

- In two
parts:

CONTINUED
TOMORROW

Party in preference to Maud-
ling or Powell, and once again
on the eve of a General Elec-
tion. .

Butt

Heath had become a con-

venient butt used by corre-
spondents to enliven even the
most turgid copy. His speeches
were said to be dull, dry,
droning. There was always
some fun to be had at the
expense of his attempts to
improve.

With his little boy face and
his ‘humble’ origins ‘decent
and fair’, he was portrayed,
paternally, by columnists and
cartoonists as a mfan strug-
gling manfully far beyond his
means.

They chose not to remember
that:

® HEATH was the man who,
against fierce opposition, even

With Powell at a Party conference.

IMPORTANT READING

from within his own Party,
where there were many who
thought it would lose them the
1964 election, refused as a
matter of principle to back
down from abolishing Resale
Price Maintenance.

@® THE MAN who in Novem-
ber 1961, was patted on the

® THE MAN who alone of all

the Party’s influential men was
invited by Macmillan to eat
oysters at the Turf Club one
night in 1959 to discuss the
structure of the new govern-
ment.

® THE MAN who, in 1959,
was being described as ‘one of

And the ‘Sunday Times’
said: ‘He wields enormous
influence and authority. He
advises the Prime Minister on
the feeling of the House, he
discusses the business for
next week, he is ‘“the usual

"

channels”.

@® THE MAN who, in 1959,

dressed hair a little too charm-
ingly grey.’

® THE MAN, in fact, the
‘only man who could hold the
party together’ during Eden’s
Suez debacle of 1956 after
being a whip for five years—
one year after his election to
the House of Commons in

be choosing his own cabinet’.
The failure to think of
Heath as a leader was due to
three things: His social back-
ground, his personality and
style in public affairs and to
the circumstances in which h
rose to power. :

When he became the 13th
leader of the Tory Party on

able political corps com-
mander, brilliant and courage-
ous at fighting a set piece bat-
tle on ground already marked
out. A Party leader requires
different and wider qualities.
As a commander in chief Mr
Heath still had it all to learn’.

Doubts about Heath as a
leader began in a big way

back by Macmillan in the the finest chief whips of the after dealing with the revplt of 1950. ' July 29, 1965, he did so on about April 1966. Having
House of Commons during a century’ and as a ‘man of the fuel rebels led by Sir The ‘News Chronicle’ alone the basis of a large number of ditched Sir Alec and his
crucial EEC debate in which, enormous influence and Gerald Nabarro, earned from was not fooled by the vicissi- false assumptions. The Party matches, many  observers
Sgid lthe P;‘esi, Heat}: gave a auEIl:?t?]? known to the pub the ‘News Chronicle’ the tudes of Heath’s fortunes and thought of him as a fully- looked f((l)rw?ﬁd t(})x a Tory Vi‘l:‘
‘display o emperate, con- . Dub- raise: iti . tory under Heath’s new-style
trolled and skillfully ~ defen- lic, a plump and pink- p put the writing on the wall fledged leader. But he was not. leagership. y

sive’, argument; a ‘political cheeked bachelor of 41 Heath ‘The rebels he dealt with by On October 16, 1959, after As ‘The Times’ put it: But victory failed to
performance of great skill’, has had a remarkable rise in a firmness not at once appar- Heath had proved himself as ‘With the Finance Bill, Resale materialize.

showing the Commons his the world’, said the London ent in the burly frame topped Party organizer in the General Price Maintenance and the The Labour Party was riding
‘true mettle’. ‘Evening Standard’ in February by a face with at least one Election, it said: ‘One fore- Common Market he had "the crest of a wave. Never-

® THE MAN who between
August 1961 and January
1963 forged a reputation as a
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And the ‘Sunday Times’
said: ‘He wields enormous
influence and -authority. He
advises the Prime Minister on
the feeling of the House, he
discusses the business for
next week, he is “the usual
channels”.’ )

® THE MAN who, in 1959,
after dealing with the revplt of
the fuel rebels led by Sir
Gerald Nabarro, earned from
the ‘News Chronicle’ the
praise:

‘The rebels he dealt with by
a firmness not at once appar-
ent in the burly frame topped
by a face with at least one
chin too many and carefully

In two
parts:

CONTINUED
TOMORROW

dressed hair a little too charm-
ingly grey.’

® THE MAN, in fact, the
‘only man who could hold the
party together’ during Eden’s
Suez debacle of 1956 after
being a whip for five years—
one year after his election to
the House of Commons in
1950.

The ‘News Chronicle’ alone
was not fooled by the vicissi-
tudes of Heath’s fortunes and
put the writing on the wall.

On October 16, 1959, after
Heath had proved himself as
Party organizer in the General
Election, it said: ‘One fore-
sees the day when Heath will

be choosing his own cabinet’.
The failure to think of
Heath as a leader was due to
three things: His social back-
ground, his personality and
style in public affairs and to
the circumstances in which he
rose to power. .

When he became the 13th
leader of the Tory Party on
July 29, 1965, he did so on
the basis of a large number of
false assumptions. The Party
thought of him as a fully-
fledged leader. But he was not.

As ‘The Times’ put it:
‘With the Finance Bill, Resale
Price Maintenance and the
Common Market he had
shown himself an exceptionally*

'ANTAGE: Constantly compared with Harold Wilson who, of course, unlike Heath, had
all years before.

able political corps com-
mander, brilliant and courage-
ous at fighting a set piece bat-
tle on ground already marked
out. A Party leader requires
different and wider qualities.
As a commander in chief Mr
Heath still had it all to learn’.

Doubts about Heath as a
leader began in a big way

about April 1966. Having
ditched Sir Alec and his
matches, many  observers

looked forward to a Tory vic-
tory under Heath’s new-style
leadership.

But  victory
materialize.

The Labour Party was riding

failed to

"the crest of a wave. Never-

theless, to many people Heath
became a scapegoat who as
time went on was thought to
be less and less the inspired
leader the Party so urgently
needed to revive its lost
fortunes.

After the Labour triumph
Heath had to put up with the
added disadvantage of con-
stant comparison with Harold
Wilson who, of course, unlike
Heath, had learnt it all years
before.

In addition there was the
background of a positive
deluge of a legislative activity
by the new government which
put Heath and his Party quite
definitely in the shade.

Labour were determined to
show that all that was wrong
with the economy was a result
of Tory mismanagement.

But by 1964 tbe crisis of
over production, reflected in
inflation, had been under way
for nearly a decade.
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dependent on' the calibre and
policies of an individual, rather
than correctly relating them to
the wnfolding capitalist crisis.

In- January 1966 Angus
Maude made a series of
criticisms of the leadership in
the °+ ‘Spectator’. Heath'’s

Profile

response was slow, but when it °

came, decisive. But here again
it was the slowness rather than
the -decisiveness that copnted
as far as observers were con-
cerned and the episode became
one more black mark against
Heath.

By" October, on the eve of
the .+ Party conference, 51
motions
about Heath were put down
for consideration on the con-
ferente agenda.

Heath did not help him-
self.. ‘George Hutchinson says

reflecting disquiet,

investigation

BY

in the first ever biography of

the Tory leader:

‘He has not developed the
oratorical powers which might
have been expected in some-
one who took to the public
platform so young. He is com-
petent rather than inspiring,
informative rather than elo-
quent.’

All observers agree that
right from the start of his
political career at Oxford,
Heath was reserved, never

sparkled and was never out-

standing.

But equally they pay tribute
to his quiet, unrivalled
efficiency, to his persistence
and stubbornness and phrases
like ‘cold technocrat’” and
‘frenzied dynamism’ crop up
frequently.

In the public miad Heath’s

JUNE 18: The ‘Financial Times’ index jumped a record 21.7 points.

e e B B

CONDUCTING annual Christmas conc

final humiliation came in Octo-
ber 1967 when, against the
background of a continuing
leadership crisis, he accepted
an invitation to appear on the
Frost Show.

Somebody in the Party may
well have thought that if he
could survive a grilling from
Frost a lot of valuable pub-
licity would be gained.

It was a brave gesture.

Unfortunately = when  he
appeared there was barely time
for the well known ‘toothy’
smile before the show was
blacked out because of a
technicians’ strike.

But behind all the seeming
ineptitude there was a version
of Heath that observers with
short memories overlooked. A
version which experience as
Party leader and changes in
the overall objective climate in
‘vhich he worked was increas-
ingly revealing. :

This Heath was partly sum-
med up by the ‘News
Chronicle’ in 1959 when a
staff writer said of him:

‘Usually he is shaking with
laughter—until you notice that
the eyes.are not so amused
as the mouth.’

- A dynamo .

Heath is a political iceberg.
This' is what has led to the
confusion about him. His style
as a man is reflected in his
style of government. He says
little and listens a lot. On the
surface he appears to be doing
nothing. But underneath he
is a dynamo. .

It is not because he is a
figure of fun or by accident
that he has survived as Party
leader.

He is and always has been
a shrewd, tough, ambitious and
even fanatical politician.

As Hutchinson puts it, he
has had the ‘superb advantage
of believing passionately in
what he was doing’.

It could have been no sur-
prise to Heath that he was
elected Party leader. Every
minute of his time had been
spent working to that end for
a decade and a half. And
circumstances, in the form of
the enomic crisis, conspired to
favour him.

Says Hutchinson: ‘He was
exceptionally well known in
the constituencies. He had
visited more than most of his
colleagues. He was always a

B e, e

-



To

sis:

ns -
ies

Lti,

iia;"-x '
wn .
S8, -
Cl-, |

n’s.
nd ,-

ith

Ire
cle .
his .|

as -
°r- 0,
he
ng - -

Monday, December 7, 1970

WORKERS PRESS

PAGE THREE

dependent on the calibre and
policies of an individual, rather
than correctly relating them to
the wunfolding capitalist crisis.

In- January 1966 Angus
Maude made a series of
criticisms of the leadership in
the "+ ‘Spectator’. Heath’s

response was slow, but when it ’

came, decisive. But here again
it was the slowness rather than
the -decisiveness that copnted
as far as observers were con-
cerned and the episode became
one more black mark against
Heath.

By' October, on the eve of
the :* Party conference, 51
motions
about Heath were put down
for consideration on the con-
ferente agenda.

Heath did not help him-
self.. 'George Hutchinson says

reflecting  disquiet,

Profile
investigation
BY
TAN
YEATS

[

BY YRR

in the first ever biography of
the Tory leader:

‘He has not developed the
oratorical powers which might
have been expected in some-
one who took to the public
platform so young. He is com-
petent rather than inspiring,
informative rather than elo-
quent.’ )

All observers agree that
right from the start of his
political career at Oxford,
Heath was reserved, never

sparkled and was never out-

standing.

But equally they pay tribute
to his quiet, unrivalled
efficiency, to his persistence
and stubbornness and phrases
like ‘cold technocrat’ and
‘frenzied dynamism’ crop up
frequently.

In the public mind Heath'’s

JUNE 18: The ‘Financial Times’

t

CONDUCTING annual Christmas concert at Broadstairs, 1965.

final humiliation came in Octo-
ber 1967 when, against the
background of a continuing
leadership crisis, he accepted
an invitation to appear on the
Frost Show.

Somebody in the Party may
well have thought that if he
could survive a grilling from
Frost a lot of valuable pub-
licity would be gained.

It was a brave gesture.

Unfortunately = when  he
appeared there was barely time
for the well known ‘toothy’
smile before the show was
blacked out because of a
technicians’ strike.

But behind all the seeming
ineptitude there was a version
of Heath that observers with
short memories overlooked. A
version which experience as
Party leader and changes in
the overall objective climate in
vhich he worked was increas-
ingly revealing. :

This Heath was partly sum-
med up by the ‘News
Chronicle’ in 1959 when a
staff writer said of him:

‘Usually he is shaking with
laughter—until you notice that
the eyes -are not so amused
as the mouth.’

- A dynamo .

Heath is a political iceberg.
This' is what has led to the
confusion about him. His style
as a man is reflected in his
style of government. He says
little and lisfens a lot. On the
surface he appears to be doing

nothing. But underneath he
is'a dynamo. .

It is not because he is a
figure of fun or by accident
that he has survived as Party
leader.

He is and always has been
a shrewd, tough, ambitious and
even fanatical politician.

As Hutchinson puts it, he
has had the ‘superb advantage
of believing passionately in
what he was doing’.

It could have been no sur-
prise to Heath that he was
elected Party leader. Every
minute of his time had been
spent working to that end for
a decade and a half. And
circumstances, in the form of
the enomic crisis, conspired to
favour him.

Says Hutchinson: ‘He was
exceptionally well known in
the constituencies. He had
visited more than most of his
colleagues. He was always a

index jumped a record 21.7 points.

willing horse ready to accept
speaking engagements up and
down the country. ~

‘As a result he knew many
of the associations and their
officers at first hand.’

And, of course, during his
long years in the Whip’s office
he had got to know all the
MPs. :

Heath was by no means an
innocent by-stander in the
election for leader in 1965.
Headed by Peter Walker, the
contest was fought in a way
which as Hutchinson says,
‘left nothing to chance. Ted’s
camp treated it like a war’.

He was by no means inno-
cent on matters of policy
either. In fact he was Tory
Party policy. No one else had
been more instrumental in
shaping it.

Overshadowed

Lord Home had placed the
reins of power firmly in his
hands by asking him to think
out fresh policies for the Party
in 1966. He set to work with
minute  thoroughness and,
whether by design or accident,
none of the study groups he
appointed .reported until Home
had stepped down.

After he became leader,
Hutchinson says: ‘There were
private armies of
reporting directly to Heath.’

By June 1970 Heath was
master of his Party, despite
the devisive activities of its
right wing, centred primarily
on Enoch Powell. Powell was
a stronger personality thah
Heath and once again Heath
was overshadowed as he had
been by Wilson.

Against the background of
doubt about Heath and coupled
with the fact that Powell had
designs on the leadership, the
result was to make Heath look
far less than in control.

But as ‘The Times’ pointed
out, Heath’s disagreements
with Powell were not primarily
over what he said, but the

manner in which he said them. -

Powell, of course, was not a
Tory renegade sniping from
the extreme right. Like Heath
he represents definite politi-
cal forces. Like Heath he has
been thrust forward on the
public stage by riding these
forces.

Heath represents the mono-
polies. Powell stands for the
small businessmen the mono-
polies are driving to the wall
and for sections of the lower
middle class.
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He also stands for back-
ward elements of the working
class who are most savagely
hit by the high price effects
of the monopoly economy.

Heath has undoubtedly been
influenced by pressure from
the extreme right both in the
House of Commons and out-
side it. But in the main his
policies in power faithfully
reflect his views over a politi-
cal lifetime.

As Prime Minister Heath is
now doing what he is good
at. He is acting not talking.
He said himself this year:

‘The attitude of people to-
day is that they want fewer
words and rather more, con-
sidered action.’

He may not be inspiring,
but there is no doubt he will
ruthlessly carry out his gov-
ernment’s . anti-working-class
policies.

Like Heath himself the tone
of his government is one of
action not words. Not a week
passes without some new and
often fundamental announce-
ment emanating from one of
the government departments.
All may seem quite on the out-
side at 10 Downing St, but
such announcements reflect
the ferment within.,

" Inflation

Heath has promised histori-
cal changes and no one need
doubt that they will come if
he can have his way. The
attack on the welfare state has
already begun. The sacking of
Lord Hall marks the beginning
of the offensive against the
nationalized industries. The
anti-union Bill designed to
silence organized labour in the
face of the Tory attack on the
working class is well on its
way.

Perhaps the most confusing
aspect of Heath’s rise to
power is related to the circum-
stances surrounding it.

He was elected leader at a
moment of crisis; at a time
when the effect of the end of
the post-war boom was really

biting; when world competi-

tion and overproduction
reflected in the balance of pay-
ments and inflation was
bankrupting the British capi-
talist class.

Heath was peddling his free-
society solution to the grow-
ing crisis throughout the
1960s, but it was not until
mid-decade that the old style
Tories represented by Macmil-

£ ORGE HUTCHINSON's biography

lan and Home were pushed
aside in favour of a man who,
in many senses, was the St
George of big business come to
rescue their falling profits.

In the end his ‘humble’
background counted for and

not against him. The managers
of the great corporations, the
executives, the men who made
industry and commerce tick
looked at Heath and in him
saw themselves.

For a time behind the well-
publicized, but inevitably futile
efforts of the Labour govern-
ment to deal with the develop-
ing crisis of world capitalism,
Heath and his policies tended
to be forgotten. ,

Labour held the promise of
being the Party of the future.
There were some who thought
that the Tories were the cause
of the worsening economic
situation because after 13

_ years in office they had grown ’

stale,

Labour was a new and
shining hope. They even had
technology and science on

their side.
Lifeblood
Statements from Labour

leaders that Britain was on
the road to ‘recovery’ further
weakened Heath’s position.
Neither he nor his policies
were appropriate to recovery.

Lacking any theoretical
grasp of what was happening,
sections of the Tory Party
added to the confusion by
once again baying for Heath’s
blood.

The lifeblood of Heath and
his policies is the death of
capitalism. As the plight of
world capitalism and of Britain
in particular has worsened,
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Order from New Park Publications

186A Clapham High St, SW4.

Price 9¢ post inc.

Heath has, as in everything
else, slipped quietly into his
inheritance.

Persistence and efficiency
have helped Heath in his rise
to power.

But his background has
helped him to adopt policies
which have made him the man
of the moment in a way which
Maudling or Home could never
have been.

Heath believes in aggressive,
competitive Toryism because
he believes himself to be a
living example that individuals
can make good if they struggle
hard and long enough.

This philosophy has
endeared him to the capitalist
class locked in a life-and-death
struggle to avoid disaster.

To try to save the life of
dying capitalism Heath has
obligingly offered to ‘free’ the
energies of our people. This
means to free them to sink or
swim — regardless. Most of
them will sink.

It means to allow them the
freedom to be unemployed and
the ‘choice’ to go without what
they can’t afford. The entire
working class to sacrificed in
a last bid to save capitalism
by forcing down business-
men’s costs and the living
standards of workers.

Heath represents a new
trend in the Tory Party; a
trend which has nothing in
common with the Butlerism,
the paternal ‘left’ conservatism
of the 1950s.

In the boom years of the
1950s the economy could
afford a dose or two of patern-
alism. They could afford the
illusion of full employment and
the Welfare State. But not any
more.

Battle

Thae boom is over. The crisis
deepens. Heath has marched
the Party decisively to the
right.

While his policies are in
many respects almost identical
to those of the extreme right
there are important differ-
ences. The most notable is that
Heath is the spokesman for
big business.

Heath is engaged in a battle
to try to save big business by
hammering the wunions and
thereby holding down an
important element of indus-
try’s costs. When this fails he
could be ridden down by
Powell.

Being the man he is, Heath
may genuinely believe that in
the old hidden hand way of
the 19th century his policies
will benefit the whole nation.
He may believe that the ailing
capitalist economy can be
revived if it is subjected to
thoroughgoing reform.

His inevitable failure will
be Powell’s victory.

© Continued tomorrow.

BBC 1

6.45 ASK THE FAMILY.
7.30 ACE OF CLUBS.

10.45 24 HOURS.

11.50 Weather.

All regions as above except:

11.52 News, weather.
North, NW, NE, Cumberland

weather, 11.52 News, weather.

Weather.

BBC 2

8.50 CALL MY BLUFF.

11.20 LATE NIGHT LINE-UP.
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space. 5.50 News.
6.02 TODAY.

8.00 WORLD IN ACTION.
9.30 GIRLS ABOUT TOWN.

10.00 NEWS AT TEN.

Sheridan.

CHANNEL: 4.00 Puffin’s

4.25 Short story. 4.55 Forest
.gers, 5.20 Timeslip.

Midlands, E Anglia: 6.10-6.20 Mid-
lands today. Look East, weather.

Westmorland: 6.00-6.20 Look North,

Wales: 1.30-1.45 Ar lin mam. 6.00-
6.20 Wales today, weather. 6.45-
7.05 Heddiw. 7.30-8.00 Fo a fe. 11.52

11.00-11.20 a.m. PLAY SCHOOL.
¥.05 p.m. FRANCE. ‘You have to shout loud’.
7.30 NEWSROOM and weather.
8.00 THE HIGH CHAPARRAL. ‘It Takes A Smart Man’.

9.20 HORIZON. ‘Square Pegs’.
10.10 MASON WILLIAMS. in Concert.
10.45 DOUBTS AND CERTAINTIES. ‘Krishnamurti’.
11.15 NEWS ON 2 and weather.

6.45 OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS!
7.30 CORONATION STREET.

10.30 LATE NIGHT THRILLER.

birthday
greetings. 4.10 Anita in jumbleland.

5.50 London.
6.00 News, weather. #6.10 What’s on
where, 6.15 Knockout quiz. 6.45 Lon-
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9.00 THE NINE O’'CLOCK NEWS and weather.
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developes in the time when the British mercantile marine was
changing from sail to steam.

11.20 THE PARKERS AT SALTRAM.
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Scotland: 1.00-1.30 Jesus today. 6.00-
6.20 Reporting Scotland. 6.20-6.45
Se wur beatha. 11.20-11.50 Caring
for people. 11.52 News, weather.

eather.

N Ireland: 6.00-6.20 Scene around
six, weather. 11.52 News, weather.

SW, South, West: 6.00-6.20 Points
West. South today. Spotlight SW,
weather. 11.52 News, weather.

2.40 p.m. Journey of a lifetime. 2.55 Ideas in print. 3.45 Granny gets
the point. 4.15 Anita in jumbleland. 4.25 Crossroads. 4.50 Lost in

8.30 THE MAIN CHANCE. ‘Private Armies’.

‘Murder In Reverse’. With William

Hartnell, Jimmy Hanley, Chili Bouchier, John Slater and Dinah

Stevedore Tom Masterick
murder of a man who is still alive.

12.05 a.m. IDEAS IN PRINT. Michael Nelson talks to Jack Dash
about his autobiography, ‘Good Morning Brothers’.

is convicted of the

WESTWARD. As Channel except:
3.58 News. 4.00 Gus Honeybun show.
6.00 Diary. 6.20 Sports desk. 11.30
Faith for life. 11.35 Weather.

SOUTHERN: 3.30 Journey of a life-
time. 4.00 Houseparty. 4.15 Felix the
cat. 4.25 Best of Lucy. 4.55 Land of

the giants. 5.50 London. 6.00 Day by
day. Complaints box. 6.45 London.
}3.30 Ulnli\;%rsitxr challenge. 11.00

ews, . om ones. 12.1
Weather. Action 70. ! K 0

HARLECH: 2.55-3.45 London. 4.18
Women only. 4.40 Enchanted house.
4.55 Captain Scarlet. 5.20 Timeslip.
5.50 London. 6.01 Report West. 6.23
Report Wales. 6.45 London. 10.30
Cinema: ‘Both Ends of the Candle’.
With Paul Newman and Ann Blyth,
Helen-Mqrgan leaves home to make a
career in " show  business. 12.15
Weather.

HTV (West) colour channel 61 as
above except: 4.16-4.18 Report West.
6.23-6.45 This is the West this week.

HTV (Wales) colour channel 41 as
above except: 6.01-6.23 Y dydd.
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ANGLIA: 4.00 Granny gets the point.
4.25 News. 4.35 Romper room. 4.55
Bugs Bunny. 5.15 Timeslip. 5.50 Lon-
don. 6.00 Aboutd Anglia. 6.40 Lon-
den. 10.30 Probe. 11.00 Love, Ameri-
can style, 11.55 Farming diary. 12.20
Epilogue,

ATV MIDLANDS: 3.49 Horoscope. 3.52
quen_today. 4.10 Peyton Place. 4.40
Anita _in jumbleland. 4.55 London.
5.15 Timeslip. 5.50 London. 6.00
ATV today. 6.40 London. 10.30 Uni-
versity challenge. 11.02 Object in
view. Weather.

ULSTER: 4.30 Romper room. 4.50
News. 4.55 Phoenix five, 5.02 Time-
slip. 5.50 London. 6.00 UTV reports.
6.15 Mona McCluskey, 6.45 London.
10.30 Monday night. 10.35 Movie:
‘Dark Eyes of London’. With Bela
Lugosi, Hugh Williams and Gretna
Gynt. Five highly insured corpses have
been washed up in the Thames.

YORKSHIRE: 3.00 Shooting. 3.25
Fencing. 3.50 Archery. 4.15 London.
4.30 Matinee. 4.55 Rovers, 5.20 Time-
slip. 5.50 London. 6.00 Calendar,
weather. 6.15 University challenge.
6.45 London. 10.30 Name of the game.
11.55 Weather.

GRANADA: 4.10 News. Peyton Place,
4.40 Anita in jumbleland. 4.55
Skippy. 5.15 Timeslip. 5.50 London,
6.01 Six-o-one. 6.10 All our yester-
days. 6.40 London. 10.30 University
challenge. 11.00 Homicide.

TYNE TEES: 4.10 News. 4.15 Mad
movies. 4,40 Anita in jumbleland. 4.55
Stingray. 5.20 Timeslip. 5.50 London.
6.00 Today at six. 6.25 Sportstime.
6.45 London. 10.30 Face the press.
11.00 Moviemen. 11.30 News. 11.45
Christmas is coming.

BORDER: 4.10 News. 4.12 High living.
4.40 Anita in jumbleland. 4.55 Joe 90.
5.20 Timeslip. 5.50 London, 6.00
News. Lookaround. 6.15 University
challenge. 6.40 London. 10.30 Tales of
unease., 11.00 Avengers. 11.55 News,
weather.

SCOTTISH:  10.40-11.00 No _ easy
answer. 3.40 Dateline. 3.40 Horo-
scope. 3.52 Women today. 4.15 Lon-
don. 4.25 Castlehaven. 4.55 Captain
Scarlet. 5.15 Timeslip. 5.50 London.
6.00 Dateline. 6.40 London. 10.30
Debate. 11.15 Late call.

GRAMPIAN: 3.49 News. 3.52 Women
today. 4.15 London. 4.25 High living.
4.55 Skippy. 5.15 Timeslip. 5.50 Lon-
don. 6.00 News and weather. 6.10
Cartoon. 6.15 Nanny and the profes-
sor. 6.40 London, 10.30 University
challenge. 11.00 Talk about sex.
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The right to strike and
the right to organize in
trade unions independent of
state control is a basic right.

The fight to defend this
right must go all the way
to forcing the Tories out.

Along with this demand
goes the defence of all the
basic rights defined in the
All Trades Unions Alliance’s
draft Charter of Basic
Rights: the right to a job;
the right to welfare benefits
and the health service; the
right to decent housing;
the preservation of all

. democratic rights.

Now is the chance of the
British working class—first
in history to form trade
unions — to give the lead
to the workers of the whole

world in the defence of
these rights.
It is a struggle which

sets us firmly on the road
to the overthrow of capi-
talist power and the build-
ing of a socialist society.

The stakes are high!

All out tomorrow! Start

the campaign to bring

down the Tories!

Inspired by the traditions
of the pioneers, armed with
fighting socialist policies and
determined to bring down
the Tories, we must not fail;
we carry the responsibility
for millions of workers in
battle all over the world.

December 6, 1970.

ORDER YOUR
POSTERS
TODAY |

DEFEAT THE
~ TORY ANTI- 4
UNION LAWS!

2s per poster
30s for 20
£3 5s for 50
Send your orders to:
Socialist Labour League

186a Clapham High Street
London, SW4,

JIMMY THAKOORDIN was one of the many post-
men who led a local strike against the sacking of Post

Office chairman Lord Hall.

Thousands of his colleagues taking part in these
actions saw the Hall dismissal as only the thin end of
the Tory de-nationalization wedge.

A member of the Luton Post Office Workers’ union
branch and a Trades Council delegate, Jimmy was a
Labour Party member for two years before five years’
Communist Party membership.

But he now feels that on every important issue the
CP deviates from principle towards compromise and

a swing to the right.

Charter of Basic
'Rights

The Charter is .basically

right.

But it does not make fully
understandable reading to
the average trade unionist
because it does not explain
the extent of the crisis
driving on the Tories.

It's been reported that
for many working-class
children the only balanced
diet they get is their school
meal.

Because meal prices are
going up, parents may not
be able to afford them and
their children are made to
go without.

This shows the lengths to
which the Tories will go to
squeeze the working class.

I think women must be
given equal pay for equal
work everywhere.

But where wages are low,
employers must not be able
to recruit women and keep
out men who would fight
for better pay.

One important point left
out of the Charter is proper
pay and education oppor-
tunities for apprentices and
young workers.

We need determination to
fight and expose those
Stalinist and right-wing
leaderships that are pre-
pared to sell out through-
out the trade union move-
ment.

They have encouraged the
Tories to attempt to break
the backs of the working
class and install their

bosses’ charter — the anti-
union laws.

The Charter of Basic
Rights should be prepared
in great detail urgently and
great efforts made to reach
every worker with a copy.

Let it become a working-
class charter.

We have to revive the
historic spirit shown by the
Tolpuddle Martyrs and the
Chartist movement to
defend the unions.

Misguided workers who
thought the Tories could
not do any worse than
Labour are now prepared
to stand up and be counted
with the rest of us fighting
the Tories.

An important lesson can
be learnt from the Post
Office men’s actions against
the government, started by
the vicious sacking of its
chairman Lord Hall.

This militancy surprised
and worried the wunion
leaders who asked the men
not to take  any more
action.

We have to prepare to
fight de-nationalization our-
selves however much the
union leaders drag their
feet which they’ve shown
every sign of doing.

A general strike to force
this government to resign
and save this country from
fascism is the minimum
every trade unionist must
fight for.

It is the same trade union
leaders who encourage un-
employment through
Measured-Day Work and
productivity deals and fail
to support their members on
strike who are also seeking
a compromise with the Tory
government.

Even when Heath says
the anti-union laws are not
negotiable at all.

The ‘militancy’ shown by
some leaders against the
laws gave some trade
unionists comfort that they
were prepared to fight the
government.

But this was later proved
totally wrong in the retreat
at Pilkingtons and the
miners; these workers had
to fight against their
leaders as well as the gov-
ernment,

The sacking of the
Pilkington workers and the
fact that they're still out in
the cold, neglected by union
leaders, shows what the em-
ployers have in store,
for militants.

- Kremlin
by Brandt

@ FROM PAGE ONE

portant. I believe Russia has
learned the lesson from Czech
events and that she considers
it in her interest that the
countries of E Europe should
trade with the countries of W
Europe, and, in a general way,
increase their contacts.’

On Berlin, Brandt said:

‘Forfthe Russians, Berlin is
just one more affair among
others. For the E Germans,
on the contrary, the question
is central.’

Exposed

Brandt’s remarks on Stalin-
ist foreign policy especially in
relation to Britain exposes a

decisive factor in shaping
British Communist Party
policies.

It refuses to call on the
TUC to mobilize the whole
trade union movement against
the anti-union Bill and to
force the resignation of the
Tories.

Brandt has—unwittingly—
exposed ‘the counter-revolu:
tionary strategy of Stalinism in
both E and W Europe.

New ATUA pamphlet_
The next step

after Dec.

DECEMBER 8 gives notice
that the Tory government
can and will be defeated
by working-class action.

Yet this stoppage alone can-
not defeat the Tory offensive
against the working class. The
Tory leaders’s weéekend
speeches underline their de-
termination to put through the
anti-union law and shackle
every trade unionist firmly to
the chariot wheels of big busi-
ness.

What then is the way for-
ward from December 82 How
can the strength of the trade
union movement be mobilized
to defeat the Bill and force
the Tory government to re-
sign ?

‘The Next Step’, a new
pamphlet from the All Trades
Unions Alliance, sets out to
answer this key question with
a detailed examination of the
development of the fight

Air and
engineering
profits drop

FALLING PROFITS and grave uncertainty for
the future in two major industries—engineering
and airlines—are revealed in reports published

today.

The airline industry through-
out the world is approaching
a crisis period, says British
European Airways chairman
Sir Anthony Milward writing
in the latest issue of his com-
pany’s magazine.

AIWEATHER

ALL AREAS will have wintry
showers. and Sunny periods, but
showers will be more frequent and
heavier in the E and later they
should die out in the W and N.
Many sheltered areas will have frost
at first and widespread frost is
likely tonight.

It will be rather cold everywhere,
OQutlook for Tuesday and Wednes-
day: Rather cold and dry with
widespread frost, becoming less cold
in the N on Wednesday.

FRENCH dockers in all'major

ports return to - work- to-
morrow after a three-day
national ‘ strike called ' by
France's largest union, the

Stalinist-led CGT, ‘against the
reduction in ‘' personnel ¢ and
real wages'.

PUBLIC LECTURES

Elements of
Marxism

The importance of Marxist philosophy in the
building of the revolutionary party.

Lectures by C. Slaughter (Central Committee
member of the Socialist Labour League)

SWINDON: Eastcott Hotel, Manchester Rd, 8 p.m. We'dnesdays.

December 9 and 16.

NEWCASTLE: Hotspur Hotel, Haymarket, 7.30 p.m. Sundays.

December 13 and 20.

BRISTOL: Building and Design Centre, Colston Ave., Bristol 1.
8 p.m. Thursdays. December 10 and 17.

Lectures by G. Healy (national secretary of the
Socialist Labour League)

SOUTHAMPTON : Polygon Hotel, the Polygon, 7.30 p.m.

Sundays. December 13 and 20.

BEXLEYHEATH: Roberts Hall, Christchurch, Broadway, 8 p.m.

Tuesdays: December 15 and 22

;CTON: Oddfellows Hall, Fletcher Rd, W3. 8 p.m. Thursdays.

December 10 and 17.

Lectures by M. Banda (Editor of Workers Press)
BIRMINGHAM: Digbeth Hall, 8 p.m. Mondays. December 7,

14 and 21.

Lectures by P. O’Regan (SLL)
BALHAM: Co-op Hall, 47-51 Balham High St, SW12. 8 p.m.

Mondays, December 7 and 14.

LATE NEWS

‘SEVERE’ CAMBODIAN
LOSSES

Fierce fighting erupted yes-
terday between government
troops and a large NLF force
in NE Cambodia, with ‘severe
losses’ reported on both sides.

The high command said
district headquarters at Peam
Chikang on the N bank of the
Mekong river, about 40 miles
NE of Phnom Penh, was under
attack.

A SACKFUL OF GOODIES
Santa Claus walked through
the crowds in a Munich
department store up to the
head cashier’s office—and held
him up for £34,000.

Staff thought it was a joke,
police said when they reported
the hold-up.

But Santa pulled a gun and
told them: ‘I'm not joking’,
and took off with his sack full
of money.

BASQUE TORTURE
ALLEGATIONS
(See this page)

One of 16 alleged Basque
nationalist guerrillas told the
military court that he had
suffered ‘systematic tortures’
during police interrogation.

Jesus Abrisqueta, a 21-year-
old factory worker, admitted
that he was a militant of the
Basque nationalist movement
and said it was fighting a
‘revolutionary  struggle to
change the structure of
society’.

Abrisqueta was the first of
the accused to be questioned
since the trial began four days
ago.
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Since the trial began
on Thursday, the wave
of protest has spread to
Italy, where workers
and youth demon-
strated outside the
Spanish embassy in
Rome on Saturday
night.

Six jeeps, a truck and a’
squad car supplemented a
strong force of armed police
as the demonstrators marched
through the city centre before

dispersing outside the em-
bassy.

Following this outburst of
solidarity with the Burgos 16,
the Italian Communist Party

called for nation-wide pro-
tests against the trial.
CHARADE

"Proceedings in the ‘trial’ on
Friday and Saturday revealed
it as a cynical charade.

The prisoners, despite a
massive police guard, are kept
chained up, with their hands
tied behind their backs.

According to defence
lawyers police threw tear gas
into the prison van bringing
them to trial when, chained in
separate cells, they tried to
speak to each other in the
Basque language.

On Friday two of the
accused, Francisco Xavier
Izco (who faces a death sen-
tence) and Mrs Iciar Aizpurua
Egana, demanded that the
cotton wool the police had
placed in their ears ‘to prevent
them from communicating’
should be removed.

Following a telegram by
.defence lawyers to the Spanish
Supreme Court the military
judges began to allow ques-
tions of the mistreatment of
prisoners to be raised.

They had earlier refused to
allow this, and even threat-
ened to punish defence
lawyers if they persisted in
raising the issue.

The concession certainly
reflects the impact on the
Franco regime of the massive
wave of protest in Spain and
outside the trial.

TORTURE
The defence has _also
brought charges against

Criado Sanz, chief of the

Bilbao political police, for

BY A
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

‘using torture to extract the

‘confessions’ that are a major
element in the prosecution
case.

Spanish fascism still hopes
to cast a veil of legality over
its plans for the judicial
murder of their main victims.

Death sentences are being
demanded for the six Basque
nationalists accused of killing
San Sebastian police chief
1;49e61§tor1 Manzanas in August

British labour must not
remain silent while militants

olidarity is
growing for
Burgos 16

DESPITE the most massive show of force mobilized by Franco
since the end of the Civil War, workers continue their strike against ,
the Burgos military trial of the 16 Basque nationalists.

in Spain face life imprison-
ment and death. for their
heroic struggle against Franco
fascism.

And equally important,
Communist Party members
must force their leaders to
make a public condemnation
of the diplomatic recognition
given to the Franco regime by
nearly all the Stalinist govern-
ments in E Europe.

We must insist that all dip-
lomatic, economic and other
links between the workers’
states and Spanish fascism are
severed at once.

A solidarity campaign with
the Burgos 16 that does not
make this a central demand
is a political fraud.

:allowing it

He predicts some smaller
and even some of the bigger
airlines will ‘go to the wall’.

The present unstable posi-
tion is dangerous, he adds—
probably a reference to the
over-capacity crisis and the
threat of rate wars on the
major routes.

The BEA ‘chairman also
attacks the government’s
hiving-off routes from state
airlines into private hands:

‘This lack of continuity and
this perpetual swing between
the extremes of anti-national-
ization and anti-private enter-
prise is an exhausting and
unrewarding exercis¢ which
this country simply cannot
afford.’ ,

Last Friday restrictions were
lifted on Caledonian/BUA, the
new second - force airline,
to operate un-
limited numbers of flights be-
twéen London and Glasgow,
Edinburgh and Belfast.

Caledonian/BUA  will now
compete ‘on equal terms’ on
these important BEA routes.

These remarks form a back-
ground to the airlines’ resist-
ance to the pay claim by
60,000 employees—from pilots
to porters—of all British air-
lines.

Airline workers today week
begin a withdrawal of co-
operation, work-to-rule and
overtime ban in protest against
the employers’ 4}-per-cent pay
offér.

This will prevent airlines
maintaining services, the
unions say.

Drop

A warning of signs that
engineering products’ profit-
ability at home and abroad
may have fallen to pre-devalu-
ation levels, is given in a
report by a Mechanical En-
gineering Economic Develop-
ment Committee
party.

It hints at further price in-
creases caused by the ‘slow
rate of increase in produc-
tivity’ and warns that exports
may become less competitive.

The working party reduced
its prediction of increased out-
put this year from 5.6 to 4.5
per cent and for 1971 down
to” a near-stagnation 1.3 pér
cent level.

working

Many stewards not shown
Pilkington MDW plan

CLAIMS that all 12,000
Pilkington glassworkers
have been given details of a
proposed new  pay-and-
procedure deal are treated
with derision by rank-and-
filers both outside and in-
side the combine’s plants.

Announced by company
and union officials last week,
the joint industrial com-
mittee’s proposals fall into
two bulky parts.

Ballotting on the pay
plan, which, as Workers
Press explained on Satur-
day, outlines a strategy for
replacing present incentive
bonus schemes with a form
of Measured-Day Work,
takes place over the next six
weeks.

Derision

Representatives of the 250
glassworkers sacked at
Pilkington’s St Helens and
Pontypool plants for defend-
ing the right to strike deride
reports that a new era of
consultation and class peace
will be opened up if the
proposals are accepted.

Some shop stewards at
St  Helens, they told
Workers Press at the week-
end, have mnot even seen a
condensed version of the
deal.

Yet endorsement of the
procedural report—prepared
over several months by five
company men and five
G&MWU representatives —
is supposed to be sent in

~claim

from union branches by
tomorrow.

The MDW pay-structure '
threat is contained in a
proposal that bonus pay-
ments ‘ultimately take the
form of a task-performance
payment which will be made
in return for the satisfactory
achievement by an agreed
labour force of a pre-
determined and agreed task’.

Examination

It would be introduced
gradually, says the report,
and ‘would seek to increase
productivity by a joint
examination of the whole of
the working practices’.

Such a scheme would give
the company a large degree
of control over production
targets, speeds of work,
manning and pay—tied to a
complete rationalization of
working arrangements.

A trial run of this ‘task-
performance premium’ will
probably take place at the
Pontypool plant, from which
27 glass 'men remain sacked
— ‘as  an advertisement
against striking’, they say—
after eight months.

Moves will then be made
to draw all 12,000 of the
combine’s hourly-paid
workers into the net.

Alongside this go the pro-

posals produced by the
procedural working party,
which was in consultation
with those studying the pay
problem.

- Council

These comprise a central
negotiating council respon-
sible for pay rates and
overall productivity policy,
with works and depart-
mental committees reduced
to discussing only abnormal
local conditions and training
programmes.

A new Ford-style disputes
procedure would be estab-
lished were the proposals
accepted.

This would strictly define
the stages through which
complaints must pass, to-
gether with the time-limits
which are to be placed on
them.

This double - edged

" strategy is quite the oppe-
site of a blueprint for
peace.

The only thing the glass
monopoly seems to have
learned from the seven-
week strike earlier this year
is that thicker but slightly
more flexible procedural
ropes will be needed to
ensure its profits in future.

It is precisely in order to
implement such a plan that
it has tried to behead the
shop-floor movement in its
factories by sacking the
rank - and - file committee
which led that strike.

against the Tories since the
General Election of June 18.

The pamphlet draws atten-
tion to the three conceptions
in the labour movement of
how to respond to the Tory
proposals. '

The right wing, led by
Victor Feather, does not pro-

pose to fight the laws, but to’

stress the bad effect on ‘in-
dustrial relations’ which they
would bring. Feather hopes to
‘educate’ the Tories with a
shower of leaflets and possibly
a conference at the end of
February.

The Communist Party Stalin-
ists and the so-called ‘lefts’
cover up for the right wing by
restricting the movement to
protest actions and token
strikes.

At all costs, they want to
substitute these protests for a
concrete policy to defeat the
government by mass working-
class action.

The third conception of how
to fight the Tories is that of
supporting December 8 as part
of a campaign to unite the full
strength of the trade union
movement for a general strike
to defeat the anti-union laws
and force the resignation of
the Tory government. That is
the position of Trotskyism, of
the Socialist Labour League.

‘The Next Step’ traces the
five months’ experience of
struggle against the Tory gov-
ernment to drive home the
full implications of these three
opposed conceptions.

Ever since the election of
the Tories, the Workers Press
has insisted, as its headline
stated on July 19, that ‘The
working class can défeat the
Tory government’.

The Workers Press, as the
pamphlet shows, insists con-
stantly on the need to force
the Tories to resign.

ESSENTIAL

It shows how essential the
assistance of the trade union
leaders has been to get the
Tory anti-union offensive off
the ground.

The retreat began on - the
docks with the acceptance of
the Pearson compromise by
Jack Jones and the T&GWU
leaders—ensuring the imple-
mentation -of . the Devlin
speed-up schemés on the
docks.

It was_followed almost im-
mediately by the sacking of
500 workers at Pilkington's
glass factory in St Helens. 200
of these workers are still out-
side the gate, defending the
right to strike and the right
to work.

The Socialist Labour League
is the only tendency which
has waged a consistent fight
for the reinstatement of these
workers, with a series of con-
ferences and demonstrations
to rally the labour movement
in their defence, against the
treachery of the TUC and the
Stalinists, who refused to lift
a finger in their support.

‘The Next Step’ details the
story of the Pilkington's fight
—a fight that can and must
be won.

This principled struggle for
reinstatement, backed at every
stage by the Workers Press
and the Socialist Labour
League, is at the centre of
the anti-Tory struggle because
it exposes the inability of the
union chiefs and the Stalinists
and syndicalists to defend the
most basic rights of workers
in struggle.

FORCED BACK

The same treachery from
the union leaders led to the
defeat of the GKN-Sankey
strike, in which ‘left’ T&GWU
leaders forced the strikers
back on the management’s
terms of three weeks earlier,
drawing from Heath the com-
ment that he thought ‘the
lesson got home’ from the
docks and GKN.

With the publication of
Robert Carr’'s ‘consultative
document’ at the beginning of
October the Tory offensive,
preparéd behind closed doors
since the election, came out
into the open. ~

It coincided with the coun-
cil workers’ strike, whose
victory after seven weeks
dealt an important blow to
the Tory plans.

It proved that the fighting
strength of the working class
can drive the Tories back —
a lesson which was shortly to
be confirmed, in a negative
way, by the miners’ struggle
for their £5 claim.

It was the Communist Party,
in the closest collaboration
with the NUM leadership,
which engineered the breaking
of this strike. :

NO DIFFERENCE

This was the outcome of
the Communist Party’s policies
of ‘peaceful co-existence’,
which as the pamphlet clearly
shows, are part of the same
counter-revolutionary policies
which led to the Moscow
Trials and' the butchering of
Lenin’s comrades by Stalin
before the war, to the
assassination of Trotsky and
the defeat of the Spanish
working class under Franco’s
fascism.

There is absolutely no essen-

tial difference between Com- |

munist Party policies today—
policies of ineffectual protest
designed to cover up the
union leaders’ treachery in the
anti-Tory fight — and the
policies of the French Com-
munist Party two and a half
years ago, when they betrayed
the General Strike of May and
June, 71968.

If these policies are not
defeated and the union leaders
forced to mobilize the work-
ing class in an all-out general
strike to defeat Toryism, the
way is opened for extreme
reaction directed against all
the organizations of the
working class.

The All Trades Unions
Alliance Charter of Basic
Rights spells -out what the
Tory threat means for all the
gains workers have won in
past struggles.

To defeat the Tory offen-
sive requires a programme
and a strategy for the next
stage of the struggle.

There is no time to lose.
‘The Next Step’, together with
the Charter, must be read by
all workers who want to
understand the fundamental
political issues in this crucial
struggle.

Eire prison
@ FROM PAGE ONE

prominent government leaders
and ‘armed conspiracy’ against
the Lynch regime.

DEPORTATION

Frank Keane, a member of
the Free Ireland group, is
under immediate threat of
deportation to Ireland to face
charges of gun-running. His
appeal against deportation is
due to be heard shortly in the
House of Lords.

It is no accident that Lynch
reopened his concentration
camp within days of the first
reading of the Tory anti-
union Bill.

These are both parts of the
same capitalist offensive.
-Trade unionists must
demand the lifting of Lynch’s
emergency and the instant
release of Frank Keane.

ALL TRADES .
UNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

Discuss the proposed draft of
the Charter of Basic Rights

NEWCASTLE: Monday, December
» 8 p.m. Royal Turk's Head,
Grey St.
CARDIFF: Tuesday, December 8,
8 p.m. Cardiff Boilermakers’ Club,
Clarence Rd, Cardiff docks.
SHEFFIELD: Tuesday, December 8,
7.30 p.m. Ancient Order of For-
esters’ Hall, 34 Trippett Lane,
Sheffield 1. Speaker: Paul Littlehales
‘Where next after December 87°.

SUNDERLAND: Thursday, Decem-
ber 10, 7.30 p.m. Hendon Com-
munity Centre.

GLASGOW: Sunday, December 13,
;.30 p.m. Kingston Hall, Paisley

DAGENHAM: Monday, December

14, 8 p.m. Marsh Green School,
New Rd.

ACTON:. Monday, December 14, 8
p-m. Co-op Hall, Acton High St.
WEST LONDON: Monday, Decem-
ber 14, 8 p.m. Prince Albert pub,
Balfe St, NW1.

Boost

@ FROM PAGE ONE

it helps forward their political
objectives of anarchy . . . For
the troublemakers the writing

it ...

Theése speeches stand in
sharp contrast wth the Labour
leaders’ attitude. Their most
recent pronouncement con-
firms the belief, expressed by
Peregrine Worsthorne in the
‘Sunday Telegraph’, that the
new legislation will certainly
do much to cement relations
between - management and
trade union leaders while
attacking shop-floor leadership.
. Labour Party secretary Sir
Harry Nicholas described the
Bill as ‘totally irrelevant to
the basic cause of industrial
unrest’, (1)

Scanlon added his defeatist
voice to those opposing the
demand for a general strike
against the Tories with his
reformist .comment — at Wol-
verhampton—that ‘as far as
the new trade union legisla-
tion is concerned, the Rubicon
has been crossed and the Bill
will become law’. (‘Sunday
Times’, December 7).

AEF general secretary Con-
way has capitalized on the
indecision and defeatism of
his fellow leaders by openly
attacking December 8 in the
union journal and asking
members to put their confi-
dence in the union’s special
national conference ‘early next

ar’. : :

While the right-wing openly
prepared to collaborate in the
implementation of the Tory
laws, the ‘left’ union leaders
demoralize the opposition by
insisting that nothing can be
done now and that passive
resistance will undermine the
laws once they are on the
statute book.

Trailing behind them come
the Stalinists of the Liaison
Committee.

Their latest flip-flop on the
general strike expressed in the
Liaison Committee's call is a
further indication of the

is on the wall and they know

Second Annual
Conference

Discuss

THE CHARTER OF
BASIC RIGHTS

The right to a job, to strike and
organize, to retain gains made,
to fair prices, to welfare benefits

and to decent housing.

Defend and maintain these rights in a fight to
force the Tories to resign.

BIRMINGHAM
Sat. December 19
Digbeth Civic Hall,
Digbeth 10.30. am

For delegates’ or visitors’ credentials send 5s
to Alan Wilkins, ATUA secretary, 53 The Hiron,
Styvechale, Coventry.

utterly unprincipled nature of
this group who now try to
speak out of both sides of
their mouth at once.

Without the Workers Press
campaign to explain, analyse
theoretically, and popularize
the demand to make the union
leaders fight for a general
strike to force the Tories to
resign there will be no effec-
tive and successful struggle
against the Tories, the right-
wing trade union leaders and
their Stalinist apologists.

The only guarantee of a
successful revolutionary
struggle to defend workers’
basic rights from expropria-
tion by the Tory counter-
revolution is the existence,
development and extension of
the six-day Workers Press.

Unlike the CP, the Liaison
Committee and the ‘Morning
Star’, the Workers Press does
not see its role as a ‘protest’
annexe to Congress House,
but. as a revolutionary alter-
native to it.

From the response we are
getting to our policy and
struggle we are certain that,
as the struggle grows more
bitter, thousands of workers
will see through the fraud of
protest and rally to the
Wogkers Press.

They will do so because
they will see that our in-
flexible adherence to revolu-
tionary principles, our refusal
to bow before bureaucracy
and our determindtion to con-
quer state power from the
capitalists is the only way
forward to the realization of
their immediate and historical
interests. ¢

The speeches, the threats
and the cajolery of Barber and
Heath will not frighten us or
deter us from this task.

We appeal to all workers
and readers, however, to take
their warnings seriously and
campaign vigorously to in-
crease the circulation and the
number of subscribers to
Workers Press as well as to
increase their donations to

our fighting fund.

Forward with the Workers
Press to 1971 and the defeat
of Toryism!
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