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TheTimes'
il

Brian
Behan

-

LEADING the Tory Ilynch
mob against the power men
has been ‘The Times’.

Every conceivable reactionary
measure has "been invoked
in its letters column.

This intimidation campaign
has been supplemented not
only by physical attacks on
and abuse of the power
workers, but also, and more
deviously, by the Labour
leaders’ predictable refusal
to support the power
workers.

Yet even this was not enough
for ‘The Times'' campaign
to break the strike.

Something was missing which

neither committed Tories
nor bankrupt Labourites
like Lord George-Brown

and Jim Callaghan could
make up for.

It finally got it in the form
of a letter from Mr Brian
Behan, ex-Stalinist, ex-Trot-
skyist, ex-syndicalist, ex-
anti-intellectual and now a
rather ageing student at
Sussex University.

Mr Behan's letter is, predict-
ably, given great promin-
ence in ‘The Times', because
it puts forward a ‘solution’
to the present crisis which
can only be called one
name-—corporatism,

In the past, Mr Behan has
been known to attack the
trade unions and parliament
and the Socialist Labour
League viciously. Now this
trend finds its consumma-
ticn in a demand for the
virtual abolition of parties,
in an outright attack against
the Communist Party, a
shameless defence of Tory-
ism and the replacement of
parliament by the system of
referendums. i

In short a plebiscftéry dicta-
torship.

‘Strikes’, writes Behan, ‘are the
most logical outcome of a
free-for-all society.’

What is even more intolér-
able for him is the existence
of the CP even in its refor-
mist-Stalinist form.

‘Add to this the mischievous
antics of the Communist
Party and we get a disturb-
ing situation [sic].’

To Behan, the Tory Party is
preferable to  Stalinism.
‘Many workers forget that
if the Communist Party
were in power then the
measures of Comrade Heath
would seem like rampant
radicalism.’

It is very clear, is it not?

The political crimes of the
Stalinist bureaucracy, rest-
ing on progressive social
foundations, are of greater
magnitude than the criminal
policies of counter-revolu-
tionary imperialism whose
foundations are completely
rotten and whose super-
structure is crumbling]

Not accidentally Mr Behan
remains silent on Tory policy
in Ulster—and the entire
bloody record of Toryism
in the colonies and the
trade unions in Britain.

‘The Times’ and the Tories
will and do give whole-
hearted support to Mr Behan.
This, after all, has been
their mode of discrediting
communism for decades: to
use the crimes of Stalinism
to obscure the progressive
conquests of the October
Revolution.

Nobody should confuse the
counter-revolutionary anti-
communism of the lumpen
proletariat and the petty
bourgeois, which Behan
typifies, with the theory of
revolutionary Marxism
which is expressed in - the
Socialist Labour - League
programme and policy.

The - correctness  of the
struggle against Behan's
anti-Trotskyism and his

expulsion from the SLL in
April 1960 is completely
vindicated by what he now
advocates.

The only alternative to a
strong state, writes Mr
Behan, is ‘the development
of a social conscience’.

The corollary to Mr Behan’s
argument of a ‘social con-
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No need for hospital power cuts—-union official

plot exposed

HOSPITALS need never have been cut off in the

power dispute, a leading union representative
said in London yesterday.

Chapple’s
‘act of
- faith’

BY A POLITICAL REPORTER

UNION LEADERS called off the power industry
work-to-rule yesterday ‘as an act of faith to the

nation’.
Despite - their opposition to

government's insistence that
terms of reference for the
Court of Inquiry into their

£5 16s claim should include
consideration of the national
economy, chief union negotia-
tor Frank Chapple said that
the unions were not prepared
to be ‘doctrinaire over two or
three words’. = e
They later ‘reluctantly’
agreed to the words. ‘
Members in the
stations would be told to start
normal working forthwith and

the unions said that they
expected normal  working
throughout the country by

yesterday evening.

Chances of a wage settle-
ment any more than shillings
above the existing £2 offer by
the Electricity Council must
now be very remote.

In a statement issued after
their three-hour meeting at
the Electricity Council’s head-
quarters yesterday, the unions
said that they had unanimously
agreed to withdraw the work-
to-rule and overtime ban.

Carr later- told the House
of Commons that the inquiry
would also take into account
the industry’s productivity
record. Some 25,000 jobs
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Scottish

teachers

make big
pay claim

BIG wage increases, which
would give the Jlowest-paid
teacher a £370-a-year rise,

are being demanded by the
Scottish Schoolmasters’ Asso-
ciation.

The association says that

the index of wage rates has
increased by 4.6 per cent in
the last six months, justifying
an increase in their claim —
originally 20 per cent.
* They propose that they
should claim £1,350-£2,050 for
non-graduates  in primary
schools—the lowest of the
grades.

Closer
Bulgarian
Greek ties

THE Bulgarian news agency
BTA reports the visit- to Sofia
last week of Konstantin
Tranos, an official from the
Greek Foreign Ministry.

BTA paid tribute to ‘the
favourable state of Bulgarian-
Greek relations’, which the
talks -stressed, showed ‘possi-
bilities for. still greater de-
velopment’.

The talks also covered ‘all-
Balkan co-operation and
European security’. )

The anti-communist military
regime in Athens has obvi-
ously been allotted a key role
in both projects by the Stalin-

ist bureaucracy.

power

Heath arriving for yesterday’s
lunch meeting.

Heath claims
stand was
supported

TORY Prime Minister Edward
Heath claimed yesterday that
he had had many hundreds of
letters, telegrams and tele-
phone messages over the last
few days supporting the gov-
ernment’s stand against the
power workers.

He told Surrey Tories dining
in London that those who had
written to him had clearly
understood the importance of
this dispute for the community
as a whole and lie thanked
‘the general public for the
spirit which they have shown’
during the work-to-rule.

It had ‘overwhelmingly’ sup-
ported the Cabinet’s attitude.

SOVIET WUNION'S latest
Venus probe is scheduled to
rendezvous today with Earth’s
nearest planetary neighbour
after a four-month journey
across more than 25 million
miles of space.

As the revived Soviet moon
vehicle, Lunokhod 1, continues
to explore the lunar surface,
Venus-7 will attempt to soft-
land on the scorchingly hot
Venusian surface like its pre-
decessors Venus-5 and 6.

Ted Ward, secretary
of the No 1 district
joint industrial council
for supply, gave the lie
to the Tory press cam-
paign against power
workers when he
accused management of
‘completely frustrating’
distribution
efforts to ensure that
power supplies to hos-
pitals and old people’s
homes continued.

The black-out, he said,
need never have been oper-
ated on the ‘absolutely ridic-
ulous’ rota basis imposed by
the management.

The workers had no control
at all over the black-outs,
which were entirely the re-
sponsibility of management.

Before the work-to-rule be-
gan, shop stewards had lists
of people with artificial kidney
machines ‘and the men would
do all in their power to ensure
that these were dealt with in
the case of an emergency’.

The clear implication is
that management has deliber-
ately chosen not to operate a
selective system of cuts, so
that the blame for their
actions can be thrown on the
power workers.

National press and tele-
vision statements blaming
the power workers were
‘inaccurate and lying’, Ted
Ward said.

‘T strongly hold the opinion
that the national press have
been more responsible for
black-outs than distribution
workers—the load the press
needs has created situations
of black-out.’

And the press—Ilike last
weekend’s ‘Sunday Express'—
are using the power to print
the most nauseating attacks
on electricity workers. The
‘Express’ printed a Cummings
cartoon showing a man labelled
‘electricity union’ laying a
wreath on the grave of ‘the
sick, the old—who died of
cold and blacked-out hospitals
—they died to give the elec-
tricity men a rise’.

Hysteria

This foul campaign is being
used to whip up middle-class
hysteria against the workers.

But, as Ward pointed out,
it is not frightening them:
“‘The abuse of supply
workers in what they con-
sider to be a just claim has
the same effect on them as

a red rag to a bull’

Statements by premier
Heath and Chancellor Barber
on the use of troops, no sur-
render, and blackmail were
not only provocative, but in-
dicated government inter-
ference, politically, in the
negotiating machinery.

They had led to a greater
solidarity amongst the men,
Ward said.

This is the best possible
answer to Heath's claim yes-
terday that the public ‘over-
whelmingly' backs the govern-
ment against the power
workers.

All Heath has is the support
of sections of the middle-class
who are victims of the Big
Lie being spread by the Tory
newspapers.

Thinking workers will know
that the struggle against the
Tories urgently needs their
support.

workers’-

Tory anti-strike

Mr Ted Ward, secretary of
the No. 1 district of the joint
industrial council giving de-
tails of the power cuts at a
press conference yesterday.

—— Feather
praises
capitulation

TRADES Union Congress gen-
eral secretary Victor Feather
was full of praise yesterday
for the capitulation of the
power workers’ leaders in call-
ing off their members’ work-
to-rule.

He congratulated them for
making this conciliatory ges-
ture, after being ‘quite
adamant’ last Thursday.

Speaking to a conference of
non-manual workers’ unions
in London, he explained:
‘What they would not do on
Thursday they said they would
do yesterday.’

The question now is, does
Feather—whose offer of a 12-
month pay standstill has al-
ready been rebuffed by the
Tories — propose further
Chapple - style ‘conciliation’
over the Industrial Relations
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Class-war logic

Power chiefs
retreat—
Tories

advance

TORY GOVERNMENT insistence that the
‘national interest’ must be taken into account in
a power industry Court of Inquiry underlines
their determination to press home the advantage
union leaders have given them.

The unions’ proposal to
end the work-to-rule and
overtime ban in return for
an inquiry court was a
major retreat.

The suggestion came not, as
might have been thought, from
the right-wing Electrical
Trades Union leaders, but
from the Engineering Union's
Bob Wright.

The Tory position, taken

after hurried Whitehall con-
sultations between Edward
Heath, Robert Carr and
other Cabinet Ministers, is
a clear indication that the
more the union leaders re-
treat the more demanding
and arrogant the Tory gov-
ernment becomes.

After one of the most viru-
lent and sustained press and
TV campaigns ever mounted
against any section of workers
in Britain, the Tories evidently
feel strong enough to insist
that the power men resume
work on their terms.

Trade and Industry supremo
]olc'lln Davies said at the week-
end:

Cambodia: Fierce

CAMBODIAN Liberation Forces,
who now hold the capital Phnom
Penh in a ring of steel, are continu-
ing their offensive against’ Lon
Nol's American and Czech-backed

army.

There was fierce hand-to-
hand fighting for the third
successive day yesterday in the
village of Prey Totung, just
38 miles from Lon Nol’s presi-
dential palace,

Road blocked

Another attack, launched
eight days ago against Peam
Chikang, a Mekong River-
bank village even nearer the
capital, appears to have been
successful.

Lon Nol's troops have had

Alr

work-to-rule.

First effects of the action
were difficult to assess at
London’s Heathrow airport
yesterday because of power-
cut precautions and fog.

A représentative of the
cabin crews’ wunion — the
British Airline Stewards’ and
Stewardesses” Association —
forceast at the airport that
the dispute would ‘snowball
all along the line’.

Demand

Unions  representing  all
60,000 airport workers havé
rejected an offer of a 44-per-
cent increase from January 1
and are demanding a 7-per-
cent cost-of-living rise plus

£16 million in the red

BRITAIN had a deficit of
£16 million in trade with
the rest of the world last
month compared with a re-
vised October surplus of
£41 million.

But the Trade Depart-
ment claimed the trend of
trade was still obscured by
the effects of the July docks
strike.

Imports rose by £22 mil-
lion to a record £810 mil-
lion, while exports fell £50
million to £713 million.

The pound fell ten points
against the dollar when the
City heard the news. Gov-
ernment securities and lead-
ing shares also dropped in
price.

further amounts ‘as an im-
provement in general - living
standards’.

VW sales up

SALES of Volkswagen cars in
Britain have increased by 60
per cent on last year, the com-
pany announced yesterday.

The firm’s dealer network
had sold a record 40,121 cars,

" including 26,633 ‘beetles’, by
the end of last week.

ports
work-to-rule
will ‘snowball’

AIRLINE-staffs’ leaders were confident yester-
day that most airport operations would grind to
a halt within a week as a result of thei pay
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£1,200 Dec.

Appeal Fund
stands at

£311 4s 4d

WE MUST step up, the
for the December fund.

We still need to raise
15s 8d by December 31.

The electricity supply wor-
kers, in spite of their reform-
ist leadership, are determined
not to be defeated.

The Tory government, sup-
ported by a nationwide cam-
paign in the papers and om
TV, are still unable to drive
back the working class.

The Workers Press must
mobilize trade unionists everya
where. This is the time to
build up the campaign to force
this government to resigno.

Don’t delay. Post all your
donations immediately to:
Workers Press Appeal Fund,

186a Clapham High Street,

London, SW4,

QTR ST

fight

£932

BY A
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

no contact with the village for
more than a week.

The Prey Totung battle is
blocking the road to the pro-
vincial capital of Kompong
Cham, which has been under
pressure for some months.

Lon Nol's puppet regime is
under severe military pressure,
déspite massive aid from the
United States, and the Soviet
Union's continued recognition.

The Czech Stalinists are re-
ported to be still supplying
arms to this governmeént,
which is using them against
communists.

Batchelor’s
strike may
be extended

MOVES may be made today
to. extend the six-week-old
reinstatement strike at Bat-
chelor’s Sheffield food factory.

Officials of the three unions
involved — Amalgamated En-
gineers and Foundryworkers,
Electrical and
Trades and Sheet Metal-
workers—met in Sheffield yes-
terday to discuss what one
strike committee member
described to Workers Press as
‘the possibility of the culmi-
nation of the dispute’.

About 150 maintenance
workers are demanding the
reinstatement of Terry Devey,
their sacked convenor and
AEF district committee mem-
ber.

Some 700 production work-
ers are laid off by the dispute.

Reporting. to a weekend
meeting of shop stewards in
the city, AEF district organ-
izer George Caborn said that
the Unilever-Bird’s Eye food
combine—of which Batchelor’s
is a part—had ‘made up their
mind Devey won’t be back’.

An attempt is expected, fol-
lowing yesterday's meeting, to
bring out all Bird’s Eye fac-
tories in support of the Bat-
chelot’s strikers.

Grimsby  Bird’s
already out.

Donations and messages of
support for the strike commit-
tee may be sent to:

E. Burleigh, 188 Lyminster
Road, Sheflield 6.

Eyve is

fighting

FANCY
THAT!

‘ANY story going around
about Mr Onassis being anti-
union is completely un-
founded on the evidence we
have found this morning,’
Boilermakers’ president Daniel
McGarvey told pressmen after
a sumptuous night at Clar-
idges at the shipping magnate’s
expense.

.The night out — complete
with smoked salmon and
chqmpagnem—cost Onassis an
estimated £200. s

BY JOHN SPENCER

-“There is little give at all
on our side’. Quite correct: all
the ‘give’ is on the union side.

The opportunist union lead-
ers are more frightened by
their members’ powerful re-
sponse to the work-to-rule call
than by the prospect of
defeat.

Not a single union chief has
welcomed the ‘Evening Stand-
ard’  printworkers’  action
against the witch-hunt when
they took action over the
now notorious Jak cartoon.

These union leaders
adhere to the fallacy that if
you don’t fight the Tories,
they won’t fight you—and
get a slap in the face from
the government for their
pains.

The lesson of all the major
disputes under the Tory gov-
ernment—the docks, Pilking-

tons, the council workers,
GKN-Sankey and the miners’
15 that each retreat

strengthens the Tories and
every battle that is success-
fully fought through has the
reverse effect.

- SUPPORT

Council workers won a sub-
stantial wage rise by a sus-
tained fight which attracted
the support of so-called
‘public opinion’.

The same is true of the
Pilkington workers; who
have won widespread sup-
port in the labour move-
ment against far more
daunting odds because they
refused to abandon princi-
ples and bow to the Tory
enemy.

The Tories know that the
only way the power workers
can be driven back is through
the craven capitulation of
their top leaders.

But they are determined to
wring the last ounce of class-
collaboration out of them.

This is not an index of
Tory strength, but an indica-
tion of their tremendous weak-
ness.

All' workers must rally to
the support of the ‘power
workers’ just claim, as an
essential part of the campaign
to defeat the Tory anti-union
plans and their efforts to rouse
middle-class people and sec-
tions of workers against the
power men.

Plumbing-

All Trades

Unions Alliance

" Second Annual
Conference

Discuss

THE CHARTER OF
BASIC RIGHTS

The right to a job, to sirike and
organize, to retain gains made,
to fair prices, to welfare benefits

and to decent housing.

Defend and maintain these rights in a fight to
force the Tories to resign.

BIRMINGHAM

Sat. December 19
Digbeth Civic Hall,
Digbeth 10.30. am

For delegates’ or visitors’ credentials send 5s
to Alan Wilking, ATUA secretary, 53 The Hiron,
Styvechale, Coventry,




What

we
think
TheTimes'
dil

rian
Belian

LEADING the Tory lynch
mob against the power men
has been ‘The Times'.

Every conceivable reactionary
measure has ‘been invoked
in its letters column.

This intimidation campaign
has been supplemented not
only by physical attacks on
and abuse of the power
workers, but also, and more
deviously, by the Labour
leaders’ predictable refusal
to support the power
workers.

Yet even this was not enough
for ‘The Times’’ campaign
to break the strike.

Something was missing which
neither committed Tories
nor bankrupt Labourites
like Lord George-Brown
and Jim Callaghan counld
make up for.

It finally got it in the form
of a letter from Mr Brian
Behan, ex-Stalinist, ex-Trot-
skyist, ex-syndicalist, ex-
anti-intellectual and now a
rather ageing student at
Sussex University.

Mr Behan’s letter is, predict-
ably, given great promin-
ence in ‘The Times’, because
it puts forward a ‘solution’
to the present crisis which
can only be called one
name—corporatism.

In the past, Mr Behan has
been known to attack the
trade unions and parliament
and the Socialist Labour
League viciously. Now this
trend finds its consumma-
tion in a demand for the
virtual abolition of parties,
in an outright attack against
the Communist Party, a
shameless defence of Tory-
ism and the replacement of
parliament by the system of
referendums. .

In short a plebisci‘t'ary dicta-
torship.

‘Strikes’, writes Behan, ‘are the
most logical outcome of a
free-for-all society.’

What is even more intolér-
able for him is the existence
of the CP even in its refor-
mist-Stalinist form.

‘Add to this the mischievous
antics of the Communist
Party and we get a disturb-
ing situation [sic).’

To Behan, the Tory Party is
preferable to Stalinism.
‘Many workers forget that
if the Communist Party

“were in power then the
measures of Comrade Heath
would seem like rampant
radicalism.’

It is very clear, is it not?

The political crimes of the
Stalinist bureaucracy, rest-
ing on progressive social
foundations, are of greater
magnitude than the criminal
policies of counter-revolu-
tionary imperialism whose
foundations are completely
rotten and whose super-
structure is crumbling!

Not accidentally Mr Behan
remains silent on Tory policy
in Ulster—and the entire
bloody record of Toryism
in the colonies and the
trade unions in Britain.

‘The Times’ and the Tories
will and do give whole-
hearted support to Mr Behan.
This, after all, has been
their mode of discrediting
communism for decades: to
use the crimes of Stalinism
to obscure the progressive
conquests of the October
Revolution.

Nobody should confuse the
counter-revolutionary anti-
communism of the lumpen
proletariat and the petty
bourgeois, which Behan
typifies, with the theory of
revolutionary Marxism
which is expressed in the
Socialist Labour League
programme and policy.

The - correctness of the
struggle against Behan's
anti-Trotskyism and his

expulsion from the SLL in
April 1960 is completely
vindicated by what he now
advocates.

The only alternative to a
strong state, writes ‘Mr
Behan, is ‘the development
of a social conscience’.

The corollary to Mr Behan's
argument of a °‘social con-
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‘Tor

plot

HOSPITALS need never have been cut off in the
power dispute, a leading union representative
said in London yesterday.

y

nation’.

Despite - their opposition to
government’s insistence that
terms of reference for the
Court of Inquiry into their
£5 16s claim should include
consideration of the national
economy, chief union negotia-
tot Frank Chapple said that
the unions were not p
to be ‘doctrinaire over two or
three words’.

They later
agreed to the words. , -

Members in the power
stations would be told to start
normal working forthwith and
the unions said that they
expected normal working
throughout the country by
yesterday evening.

Chances of a wage settle-
ment any more than shillings
above the existing £2 offer by
the Electricity Council must
now be very remote.

In a statement issued after
their three-hour meeting at
the Electricity Council’s head-
quarters yesterday, the unions
said that they had unanimously
agreed to withdraw the work-
to-rule and overtime ban.

Carr later- told the House
of Commons that the inquiry
would also take into account
the industry’s productivity
record. Some 25,000 jobs
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Scottish

teachers

make big
pay claim

BIG wage increases, which
would give the lowest-paid
teacher a £370-a-year rise,
are being demanded by the
Scottish Schoolmasters’ Asso-
ciation.

The association says that
the index of wage rates has
increased by 4.6 per cent in
the last six months, justifying
an increase in their claim —
originally 20 per cent.
* They propose that they
should claim £1,350-£2,050 for
non-graduates in  primary
schools—the lowest of the

grades.
{

Closer
Bulgarian
Greek ties

THE Bulgarian news agency
BTA reports the visit to Sofia
last week of Konstantin
Tranos, an official from the
Greek Foreign Ministry.

BTA paid tribute to ‘the
favourable state of Bulgarian-
Greek relations’, which the
talks stressed, showed ‘possi-
bilities for. still greater de-
velopment’.

The talks also covered ‘all-
Balkan co-operation and
European security’. )

. The anti-communist military
regime in Athens has obvi-
ously been allotted a key role
in both projects by the Stalin-
ist bureaucracy.

Chapple’s
‘act of
~ faith’

UNION LEADERS called off the power industry
work-to-rule yesterday ‘as an act of faith to the

‘reluét;nily'

Heath arriving for yesterday’s
lunch meeting.

Heath claims
stand was
supported

TORY Prime Minister Edward
Heath claimed yesterday that
he had had many hundreds of
letters, telegrams and tele-
phone messages over the last
few days supporting the gov-
ernment’s stand against the
power workers.

He told Surrey Tories dining
in London that those who had
written to him had clearly
understood the importance of
this dispute for the community
as a whole and he thanked
‘the general public for the
spirit which they have shown’
during the work-to-rule.

It had ‘overwhelmingly’ sup-
ported the Cabinet’s attitude.

SOVIET UNION’S latest
Venus probe is scheduled to
rendezvous today with Earth’s
nearest planetary neighbour
after a four-month journey
across more than 25 million
miles of space.

As the revived Soviet moon
vehicle, Lunokhod 1, continues
to explore the lunar surface,
Venus-7 will attempt to soft-
land on the scorchingly hot
Venusian surface like its pre-
decessors Venus-5 and 6.
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Ted Ward, secretary
of the No 1 district
joint industrial council
for supply, gave the lie
to the Tory press cam-
paign against power
workers when he
accused management of
‘completely frustrating’
distribution workers’-
efforts to ensure that
power supplies to hos-
pitals and old people’s
homes continued. -

The black-out, he said,
need never have been oper-
ated on the ‘absolutely ridic-
ulous’ rota basis imposed by
the management.

The workers had no control
at all over the black-outs,
which were entirely the re-
sponsibility of management.

Before the work-to-rule be-

-gan, shop stewards had lists

of people with artificial kidney |
machines ‘and the men would

do all in their power to ensure:
that these were dealt with in

the case of an emergency’.

The clear implication is
that management has deliber-
ately chosen not to operate a
selective system of cuts, so
that the blame for their
actions can be thrown on the
power workers.

National press and tele-
vision statements blaming
the power workers were
‘inaccurate and lying’, Ted

, Ward said.

‘I strongly hold the opinion
that the national press have
been more responsible for
black-outs than distribution
workers—the load the press
needs has created situations
of black-out.’

And the press—like last
weekend’s ‘Sunday Express'—
are using the power to print
the most nauseating attacks
on electricity workers. The
‘Express’ printed a Cummings
cartoon showing a man labelled
‘electricity union’ laying a
wreath on the grave of ‘the
sick, the old—who died of

%
%

—— Feather
praises
capitulation

TRADES Union Congress gen-
eral secretary Victor Feather
was full of praise yesterday
for the capitulation of the
power workers’ leaders in call-
ing off their members’ work-
to-rule.

Heé congratulated them for
making this conciliatory ges-
ture, after being ‘quite
adamant’ last Thursday.

Speaking to a conference of
non-manual workers’ unions
in London, he explained:
‘What they would not do on
Thursday they said they would
do yesterday.’

The question now is, does
(Feather—whose offer of a 12-
month pay standstill has al-
ready been rebuffed by the
Tories — propose further
Chapple - style  ‘conciliation’
%\jﬁr? the Industrial Relations

i

No need for hospital power cuts—union official
W ° °
anti-strike

Mr Ted Ward, secretary of
the No. 1 district of the joint
industrial council giving de-
tails of the power cuts at a
press conference yesterday.
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Class-war logic

Power chiefs
retreat—
Tories

advance

TORY GOVERNMENT insistence that the
‘national interest’ must be taken into account in
a power industry Court of Inquiry underlines
their determination to press home the advantage
union leaders have given them.

The unions’ proposal to
end the work-to-rule and
overtime ban in return for
an inquiry court was a
major retreat.

The suggestion came not, as
might have been thought, from
right-wing  Electrical

Union leaders, but
from the Engineering Union’s
Bob Wright.

The Tory position, taken
after hurried Whitehall con-
sultations between Edward
Heath, Robert Carr and
other Cabinet Ministers, is
a clear indication that the
more the union leaders re-
treat the more demanding
and arrogant the Tory gov-
ernment becomes.

After one of the most viru-
lent and sustained press and
TV campaigns ever mounted
against any section of workers
in Britain, the Tories evidently
feel strong enough to insist
that the power men resume
work on their terms.

Trade and Industry supremo
Iolcxln Davies said at the week-
end:

Cambodi

CAMBODIAN Liberation Forces,
who now hold the capital Phnom
Penh in a ring of steel, are continu-
ing their offensive against Lon
Nol’s American and Czech-backed

army.

There was fierce hand-to-
hand fighting for the third
successive day yesterday in the
village of Prey Totung, just
38 miles from Lon Nol’s presi-
dential palace.

Road blocked

Another attack, launched
eight days ago against Peam
Chikang, a Mekong River-
bank village even nearer the
capital, appears to have been
successful.

Lon Nol’s troops have had

cold and blacked-out hospitals
—they died to give the elec-
tricity men a rise’.

Hysteria

This foul campaign is being
used to whip up middle-class
hysteria against the workers.

But, as Ward pointed out,
it is not frightening them:
‘The abuse of supply
workers in what they con-
sider to be a just claim has
the same effect on them as

a red rag to a bull.’

Statements by  premier
Heath and Chancellor Barber
on the use of troops, no sur-
render, and blackmail were
not only provocative, but in-
dicated government inter-
ference, politically, in the
negotiating machinery.

They had led to a greater
solidarity amongst the men,
Ward said.

This is the best possible
answer to Heath’s claim yes-
terday that the public ‘over-
whelmingly’ backs the govern-
ment against the power
workers.

All Heath has is the support
of sections of the middle-class
who are victims of the Big
Lie being spread by the Tory
newspapers.

Thinking workers will know
that the struggle against the
Tories urgently needs their
support.

work-to-rule.

First effects of the action
were difficult to assess at
London’s Heathrow airport
yesterday because of power-
cut precautions and fog.

A représentative of the
cabin crews’ union — the
British Airline Stewards’ and
Stewardesses’ Association —
forceast at the airport that
the dispute would ‘snowball
all along the line’.

Demand

Unions representing  all
60,000 airport workers havé
rejected an offer of a 4i-per-
cent increase from January 1
and are demanding a 7-per-
cent cost-of-living rise plus
further amounts ‘as an im-
provement in general living

£16 million in the red

BRITAIN had a deficit of
£16 million in trade with
the rest of the world last
month compared with a re-
vised October surplus of
£41 million.

But the Trade Depart-
ment claimed the trend of
trade was still obscured by
the effects of the July docks
strike.

Imports rose by £22 mil-
lion to a record £810 mil-
lion, while exports fell £50
million to £713 million.

The pound fell ten points
against the dollar when the
City heard the news. Gov-
ernment securities and lead-

standards’.

VW sales up

SALES of Volkswagen cars in
Britain have increased by 60
per cent on last year, the com-
pany announced yesterday.

The firm’s dealer network

had sold a record 40,121 cars,
' including 26,633 ‘beetles’, by

ing shares also dropped in
price.

the end of last week.

Airports
work-to-rule
will ‘snowball’

AIRLINE-staffs’ leaders were confident yester-
day that most airport operations would grind to
a halt within a week as a result of their pay
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£1250 Dec.

Appeal Fund
stands at

£317 4s 4d

WE MUST step up, the fight
for the December fund.

We still need to raise £932
15s 8d by December 31.

The electricity supply wor-
Kers, in spite of their reform-
ist leadership, are determined
not to be defeated.

The Tory government, sup-
ported by a nationwide cam-
paign in the papers and on
TV, are still unable to drive
back the working class.

The Workers Press must
mobilize trade unionists every-
where. This is the time to
build up the campaign to force
this government to resign.

Don’t delay. Post all your
donations immediately to:
Workers Press Appeal Fund,

186a Clapham High Street,

London, SW4,

SRR

. BY A
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

no contact with the village for
more than a week.

The Prey Totung battle is
blocking the road to the pro-
vincial capital of Kompong
Cham, which has been under
pressure for some months.

Lon Nol’s puppet regime is
under severe military pressure,
déspite massive aid from the
United States, and the Soviet
Union's continued recognition.

The Czech Stalinists are re-
ported to be still supplying
arms to this governmeént,
which is using them against
communists.

Batchelor’s
strike may
be extended

MOVES may be made today
to extend the six-week-old
reinstatement strike at Bat-
chelor’s Sheffield food factory.

Officials of the three unions
involved — Amalgamated En-
gineers and Foundryworkers,
Electrical and
Trades and Sheet Metal-
workers—met in Sheffield yes-
terday to discuss what one
strike = committee member
described to Workers Press as
‘the possibility of the culmi-
nation of the dispute’.

About 150 maintenance
workers are demanding the
reinstatement of Terry Devey,
their sacked convenor and
t?eEF district committee mem-

r.

Some 700 production work-
ers are laid off by the dispute.

Reporting. to a weekend
meeting of shop stewards in
the city, AEF district organ-
izer George Caborn said that
the Unilever-Bird’s Eye food
combine—of which Batchelor’s
is a part—had ‘made up their
mind Devey won’t be back’.

An attempt is expected, fol-
lowing yesterday’s meeting, to
bring out all Bird’s Eye fac-
tories in sypport of the Bai-
chelor’s strikers.

Grimsby Bird’s
already out.

Donations and messages of
support for the strike commit-
tee may be sent to:

E. Burleigh, 188 Lyminster
Road, Sheffield 6.

Eye is

a: Fierce
fighting

FANCY
THAT!

‘ANY story going around
about Mr Onassis being anti-
union is completely un-

founded on the evidence we
have found this morning,’
Boilermakers’ president Daniel
McGarvey told pressmen after
a_sumptuous night at Clar-
idges at the shipping magnate’s
expense.

The night out — complete
with smoked salmon and
champagne—cost Onassis an
estimated £200. .

BY JOHN SPENCER

-‘There is 'little give at all
on our side’. Quite correct: all
the ‘give’ is on the union side.

The opportunist union lead-
ers are more frightened by
their members’ powerful re-
sponse to the work-to-rule call
than by the prospect of
defeat.

Not a single union chief has
welcomed the ‘Evening Stand-
ard’ printworkers”  action
against the witch-hunt when
they took action over the
now notorious Jak cartoon.

These union leaders
adhere to the fallacy that if
you don’t fight the Torles,
they won’t fight you—and
get a slap in the face from
the government for their

pains.

The lesson of all the major
disputes under the Tory gov-
ernment—the docks, Pilking-
tons, the council workers,
GKN-Sankey and the miners’
—is that each  retreat
strengthens the Tories and
every battle that is success-
fully fought through has the
reverse effect.

Lo

SUPPORT

Council workers won a sub-
stantial wage rise by a sus-
tained fight which attracted
the support of so-called
‘public opinion’.

The same is true of the
Pilkington workers;- who
have won widespread sup-
port in .the labour move-
ment against far more
daunting odds because they
refused to abandon princi-
ples and bow to the Tory
enemy.

The Tories know that the
only way the power workers
can be driven back is through
the craven capitulation of
their top leaders.

But they are determined to
wring the last ounce of class-
collaboration out of them.

This is not an index of
Tory strength, but an indica-
tion of their tremendous weak-
ness.

All' workers must rally to
the support of the ‘power
workers’ just claim, as an
essential part of the campaign
to defeat the Tory anti-union
plans and their efforts to rouse
middle-class people and sec-
tions of workers against the
power men.

Plumbing-

Al Trades
Unions Alliance|

Second

Conference

Discuss

THE CHARTER OF
BASIC RIGHTS

The right to a job, to strike and
organize, to retain gains made,
to fair prices, to welfare benefits

and to decent housing.

Defend and maintain these rights in a fight to
force the Tories to resign.

BIRMINGHAM
Sat.. December 19
Digbeth Civic Hall,
Digbeth 10.30. am

For delegates’ or visitors’ credentials send 5s
to Alan Wilking, ATUA secretary, 53 The Hiron,
Styvechale, Coventry.
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THE BRITISH working
class is now preparing for
the most decisive period
of struggle in its Jong
history. :

The great depth of the
crisis facing world and
British capitalism means that
the employing class can only
hope to cling onto power by
preparing the most ruthless
struggle against the working
class.

This will involve an
attempt to break up the
organizations which it has
built up over decades of
struggle.

But this crisis, which has
developed particularly since the
election of the Tory government
cannot be resolved within the
framework of capitalism.

The struggle against unemploy-
ment, speed-up and redundancies
and defence of the unions all
demand the preparation by the
working class to take power.

Great economic changes,
changes in the relationship of the
classes, always prepare for great
changes in thinking. Faced with
completely new problems the
English working class will in-
creasingly be forced to make a
gigantic leap forward in con-
sciousness and go into battle
armed with its history.

But, although driven into bit-
ter struggles, many sections of
the workers will enter the fight
still clinging as a last resort to
many of their old conceptions
and forms of organization.

And the role of the reform-
ists, Stalinists and revisionists is
to try and see that the working
class remain burdened with these
historically redundant forms of
thinking.

Stages
There is nothing automatic
about this development in con-
sciousness. It will have to be
fought for tenaciously by the
revolutionary party at each stage.

While requiring great deter-
mination and sacrifice, this
struggle will also demand great
patience. For there can be no
leaping over stages im the devel-

opment of the working-class's

consciousness.

The first stage of this new
turn is a great wages offensive.
But while this is the form, the
implications of this fight are pro-
foundly political: not only do
they involve a direct confronta-
tion with a Tory government
now committed to a showdown
with the unions and the working
class, but the very existence of

the unions as independent organs .

of working-class struggle.

It is for these reasons that the
revolutionary movement is now
posed with a great theoretical
challenge and responsibility. For
what is at issue is not merely
whether Trotskyism will be able
to attract big support from the
youth and older layers in the
working class—the period since
May-June 1968 in France ' has
shown a growing interest in
Marxism. :

Britain will be no exception.
The growth of the Workers
Press is an indication of this.

The essential Marxist task is

not just winning of support for '

its programme in the working
class, but the training of cadres
in theory.

This

involves an implacable

the working class, against its
forms of thinking, a -struggle
which must bring out the real
content and historical implica-
tions of the present crisis.

The organic connection
between present struggles of class
history must be established
amongst the most advanced and
class-conscious section of work-
ers.

The study of history has to
be forged into a weapon to

" opportunism,
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with brands of ‘honest’ English
Marxism which could combine
the worst features of petty-
bourgeois dilettantism with trade
union opportunism.

Seeking to tailor Marxism to
to cut out its
revolutionary content and its
internationalism they have
looked to William Morris and
John McClean as the ‘true’
English Marxists.

We have to start from an

BY PETER JEFFRIES

Leaders of the
Communist Party
shortly after its
foundation in
1920.

MARX

crack many of the theoretical and
practical questions that now
demand solution.

And understanding of the con-
tinual fight for Marxism must be
instilled into the present genera-
tion of workers.

For it is from this histdry that
the Socialist Labour League
derives its theory, strategy and
tactics.

Capitalism can be overthrown
only if the revolutionary move-
ment can bring the lessons of the
historical fight- for Marxism in
Britain to bear, in a real living
way, on the tasks which it and -

A queue of unemployed outside a Labour Exchange in the 1920s.

the working class face.

The task of tracing this con-
tinuity—from the time of Marx’s
and Engel's struggles in the
British working class from the
1840s onwards—involves a break
from the insularity which has
long dominated the English
working class.

But this fight for Marxism,
reflecting the international
struggle of the working class, is
not a national question.

This theoretical conception has
profound practical significance
at a period when the prepara-
tion for the English revolution
fuses ever more closely with the
European revolution.

Middle-class revisionists have
always declared Marxism — or,
more strictly, Bolshevism — as
something quite ‘alien’ and ‘out
of character’ with the English
working class.

What unites all revisionists—
Pabloites of the International
Marxist Group, the ‘state capi-
talist’ International Socialism
group as well as the New Left—
is their hatred and fear of the
Leninist Party.

I= he¥ have souﬁht to replace it

| would like information about

I LABOUR LEAGUE!

Fill in the form below and send to NATIONAL l
SECRETARY, SOCIALIST LABOUR LEAGUE,
186A CLAPHAM HIGH ST, LONDON, SW4, I

Name

Address

entirely  different  theoretical
standpoint. There is no ‘national’
Marxism; it is a science which
seeks to draw out the lessons
of all the gains, victories and
defeats of the international work-
ing class and put these at the
disposal of the working class
in each country.

All those who start from some

"conception of a Marxism ‘pecu-

W

liar’ to the conditions of any one
country inevitably end up by
adapting to the prevailing,

bourgeois ideas in that country.

So the struggle for Marxism,
in' Britain' right from the 1840s,
h;s been' centred on the. struggle

" e

against opportunism, against all
those in the working class and
middle class who wanted to
base themselves on the most
privileged and conservative
layers.

And the same internationalist
struggle was certainly at the
centre of the .preparations for
the Russian Revolution.

Lenin and his followers were
able to defeat Menshevism
(opportunism) in their own
movement only because they
sought to establish its inter-
national nature and its connec-
tion with the development of
the imperialist stage of capital-
ism.

It was because they recognized
and understood Menshevism as
an international tendency that
the Bolsheviks overcame it in
struggle; all those, including
Kautsky, who did not start from
this position ended up either by
joining this tendency or cravenly

- adapting to it.

The struggle against opportun-
ism has gone along with a con-
stant struggle against ‘practical-
ism’ and a general aversion to
theory and ideas.

Marxism can only be developed
in the continual fight against
the narrowness and parochialism
which has dominated large sec-
tions of the British working
class.

Lenin' warned that the Com-
munist Party of Great Britain—
formed in 1920—would develop

only to the extent that it was
able to fight successfully against
the opportunism and syndicalism
that tended to predominate in
the English working class.

In a negative sense Lenin's
warnings were absolutely con-
firmed.

Stalinism took hold of the
British Party perhaps more easily
than it did any other Commun-
ist Party in the 1920s because the
‘theory’ and practice of a privil-
eged bureaucracy in the Soviet
Union found a ready response
to the opportunism which
infected many of the cadres, like
Gallagher, Murphy and Bell who

came together to establish the
British Communist Party.

But if Marx, Engels and Lenin
were acutely aware of the weak-
nesses and limitations of the
British working class, they were
certainly equally well aware of
its great strength and potential
power.

None of the leading Marxists
stood aside from even the slight-
est and most limited develop-
ment in the working class.

After the defeat of Chartism
in 1848, for example, Marx and
Engels sought to understand the
real lessons of this movement,
its achievements and its limita-
tions.

Reaction

Those like Ernest Jones and
George Julian Harney, who had
come nearest to grasping the
revolutionary nature of Chartism,
were unable to survive the period
of reaction which inevitably fol-
lowed the movement’s collapse.

It was only the insistence upon
a fight for theory in the difficult
years of reaction following 1848
that prepared the way for, a
renewal and expansion of the
revolutionary movement once the
class struggle began to revive
towards the end of the 1850s.

This revival, coinciding with
the opening of the mid-Vic-
torian boom, took the form of a
struggle for trade unionism
amongst the most highly-skilled
sections of workers — engineers,

boilermakers, carpenters, build-
ing trade workers.
Limited though this move-

ment was compared with the size
and scope of Chartism, Marx
recognized its importance and
turned his full. attention towards
it.

The bulk of his supporters on
the General Council of the First
International  (established in
1864) came from these forces.

Marxists have never made a
fetish of the ‘backwardness’ of
the English working class. They
have always tried to understand
it as the product of definite his-
torical forces, which has always
been a relative and not an
absolute barrier to the develop-
ment of Marxism.

Again this is a vital lesson for
the present struggles. The revo-
lutionary party is now called on
to intervene in all workers
struggles, however limited they
may seem from a formal point
of view.

Patience

If the working class is merely
looked at in a formal way, and
there is not a relentless struggle
to extract all the theoretical les-
sons from every development,
however small, then there can
be no development of Marxism.

Because both Marx and Engels
recognized the great power of the
trade union movement in the
English working class they were
prepared to struggle with great
patience and with complete
determination against the oppor-
tunist elements among the lead-
ers of the skilled workers who
were beginning to unionize in the
1850s.

This not only played a vital
part in the struggle against the
Anarchists in the First Inter-
national, but it also prepared
for the great struggles which
the working class was to wage

" in its hundreds of thousands

against these same opportunist
leaders with the growth of un-

skilled trade unionism in the
1880s.
So the fight of Marx and

Engels against the conservatism
of the English trade union lead-
ers in the 1860s was a theoretical
anticipation of the fight of the
working class of the 1880s in
which Engels was able to play a
decisive role.

In the early stages of a move-
ment, the interest in its theory
is inevitably confined to relatively
small numbers. But it is pre-
cisely in such periods that the
struggle to develop and enrich
Marxism, no matter how difficult,

no matter amongst how few

workers, that the vital theoreti-
cal base is laid for the expan-
sion of the movement during the
upturn of the class struggle
which brings hundreds of thou-
sands and later millions onto the
political arena for the first time.

It is only in this theoretical
sense that we can speak about
the movement’s continuity, which
is not primarily an organiza-
tional question.

If it is conceived as such, then
it readily leads to the conclusion
that the continuity has been
decisively broken on several
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occasions.

A case in point would cer-
tainly be the decision by Marx
and Engels to wind up the First
International in 1876. If seen as
a narrow organizational question,
then this could be taken as a
victory for the Anarchists. But of
course it was nothing of the
sort.

It was in the course of the
bitter struggle against Bakunin
—to which both Marx and
Engels gave their detailed and
undivided attention—that great
theoretical developments were
made. ,

It was in the conflict over the
nature of the state, which found
its test in practice in the Paris
Commune of 1871, that Marx-
ism was able to deepen its under-
standing of the tasks confrontihg
the working class. It is for this
reason that Lenin is able to start
‘State ahd Revolution’ with an
examination of workers' experi-
ences in relation to the state
in 1848 and in 1871, as analysed
by Marx and Engels.

In the same way, the fight
which Trotsky and a handful of
supporters continued to wage
against Stalinism throughout the
1920s and 1930s was an indis-
pensable theoretic?l preparation
for the formation ‘of the Fourth
International in 1938.

Without the successful estab-
lishment of the International in
the last years of Trotsky's life
there would have been no suc-
cessful development of the move-
ment and struggle against Pablo-
ite revisionism. e
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THE best general collection of-

material dealing with Marx’s and
Engels’s writings on the British
working class is -and
Engels ‘On Britain’, This contains
some of their material on
Chartism, the trade unions,  and
Engels’s famous ‘Condition of the
\l&;%l"‘l,(ing Class in  England in

Material on the First Inter-
national is contained in the five
volumes, ‘Documents of the First
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ceptions of murder. 11.58 Reflection.

ATV MIDLANDS: 3.49 Horoscope.
3.52 Women today. 4.10 Peyton Place,
4.40 Origami, 4.50 Flaxton boys. 5.15
London. 6.00 ATV today. 6.35 Cross-
roads. 7.00 Film: ‘Son of a Gun-
fighter’. With Russ Tamblyn and
Kieron Moore., Two men pursue an
infamous outlaw for very different
reasons. 8.30 London. 11.30 Music
room. Weather.

ULSTER: 4.30 Romper room. 4.50
News. 4.55 London. 6.00 UTV reports.
6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Movie: 8.30
London. 11.30 White line. .

YORKSHIRE: 3.15 Barrow Poets’
Christmas Party. 4.15 Wind in the
willows. 4.30 Matinee. 4.55 London.

6.00 "Calendar, weather. 6.30 Nanny
and the professor. 7.00 Movie: ‘The
Over-the-Hill Gang’. With Walter
Brennan, Pat O’Brien, Chill Wills and
Edgar Buchanan. An aged quartet of
ex-Texas Rangers try to clean up a
town, 8.30 London. 11.30 All our
yesterdays. 12 midnight Weather.

GRANADA: 4.10 News, Peyton Place.
4.40 Origami. 4.55 London. 6.01 Six-o-
one. 6.15 A man called Shenandoah.
6.45 Film: ‘Rhubarb’. With Ray Mil-
land and Jan Sterling. A millionaire
leaves his entire fortune to his ginger
cat. 8.30 London. 11.30 Four just men.

TYNE TEES: 4.10 News. 4.15 Mad
movies. 4.40 Enchanted house. 4.55
London. 6.00 Today at six. 6.25 Where
the jobs are. 6.30 Film: ‘That Cer-
tain Feeling’. With Bob Hope and
Eva Marie Saint. A famous cartoonist
becomes too involved in self-publicity
for his own good. 8.30 London. 11.30
News. 11.45 How many times.

BORDER: 4.10 News. 4.12 Survival.
4.40 Origami. 4.55 London. 6.00 News.
Lookaround. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00
‘Escape From San Quentin’. With
Johnny Desmond, Merry Anders and
Richard Devon. Prison thriller. 8.25
London.. 11.30 Shooting. 11.55 News,
weather.

SCOTTISH: 3.40 Dateline. 3.50 Horo-
scope. 3.52 Women today. 4.15 En-
chanted house. 4.30 London. 6.00
Dateline. 6.30 University challenge.
7.00 Film: °‘Give My Regards to
Broadway’. With Dan Dailey, Charles
Winninger, Nancy Guild, Charlie Rug-
gles and Fay Bainter. 8.30 London.
11.30 Late call.

GRAMPIAN: 3.49 News. 3.52 Women
today. 4.15 Enchanted house. 4.25
Wally Whyton style. 4.55 London,
6.00 News, weather. 6.10 Ron Thomp-
son reports. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00
Western: *‘The Outriders’. With Joel
McCrea, Arelene Dahl, Barry Sullivan
and James Whitmore. Three Southern-
ers escape from a Union stockade
during the Civil War. 8.30 London.
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Charles Shaughnessy (ROBERT MITCHUM) looks on as
Father Collins (TREVOR HOWARD) talks to

LEA
TIME

DAVID LEAN, the filth director, you might say is
the highest expression :of commercial film-making.
His output includes ‘Bridge on the River Kwal’,
‘Lawrence of Arabia’, ‘Doctor Zhivago’ and now
‘Ryan’s Daughter’, showing at the Empire, Leicester

Rosy (SARAH MILES).

Square.
His last three films, as the
current extensive publicity in-

forms us, have won an ‘in-

credible 20 Academy Awards’.
Zhivago has earned at this
stage £30 million.

In an industry which has
created more myths out of the
simple appropriation of cash
than any other, Lean is almost
a myth in himself.

In the words of the trade
‘he can write his own ticket’,
or, more simply, because his
films have grossed so much
money and he is subsequently
so much in demand, the finan-
ciers allow him a ‘freedom’ that
few other film-makers have
and production money for one
project that would be sufficient
to finance at least 12 other
medium-sized budget films.

It is interesting therefore to
see how this " ‘freedom’ ex-
presses itself in his work.

‘,; = Spectre VI

.To . recognize commercial
fréeedom is to understand the,
knife edge that it rests on, for
again in the words of the trade,
‘you are only as good as your
last picture’, which means that
‘freedom’ is always haunted by
the spectre of commercial
failure.

If the last picture dies at
the box office, the next one is
harder to finance. Some people
don’t* work for years after-
wards.

Orson Welles, for example,
after the ‘failure’ of the ‘Mag-
nificent Ambersons’, could not
set up a picture for several
years.

This is the inescapable con-
tradiction that all film-makers
work under, however ‘free’
they are. In fact the ‘freer’
they are the sharper is the
contradiction and the more
the spectre hangs over them.
They are prisoners of their
own ‘freedom’.

Lean’s first giant commer-
cial success was ‘Bridge over
the River Kwai’, followed after
an interval of several years by
‘Lawrence of Arabia’, In this
last film Robert Bolt wrote the
screenplay . and Lean has

worked with him on every

picture since, How has this’

collaboration developed . and
has the work progressed ?
* In “‘Lawrence’ the script
drew heavily on the Seven
Pillars of Wisdom, T. E.
Lawrence’s own acount of the
Arab struggle for independence.
It is the highly subjective
view of a man who remained
an.enigmatic and contradictory
representative of the British
ruling class.

Deepen

The film itself tried to
deepen an understanding of the
man, but could offer little

more than a crude psycho-’

analytical . approach .to the
subject. . © - IR
It focused

.....

on the

masochistic aspects of---his:

character, seeing the historical

conflict he was ifvolved in as

sofiething 'littlé more than a
kind. of backdrop, or expres-
sion of his own neurosis.

It is true that references
were made to the kind of
carve-up of Arabia perpetrated
by the British, but attention of
the film was elsewhere.

I am not saying that the film
was wrong to centre on
Lawrence, or that the man’s
inner neurotic tensions are not
of importance. But in distort-
ing the historical conflict they
distorted also the man.

Lawrence was therefore cast
in the ‘heoric’ mould and the
style of the film reflected that
interpretation. Hence the long,
shimmering entrances on horse-

" back, the magnificent panorama

of the desert, the almost mys-
tical meditations of Lawrence
when deliberating over battle,
the choice of music, in a word
the ‘epic’ treatment of the
subject.

But having opted for this
interpretation however, there
was no real disjuncture be-
tween style and content. The
film had its internal complete-
ness though a distorted one.

Three films later we see in

RYAN’'S DAUGHTER directed

‘Ryan’s Daughter’ Lean and
Bolt clanking: their chains of
freedom; the box office has to
exert a pressure on the re-
quirements of the ‘epic’ style.
David Lean has got to make a
‘David Lean’ film, which now
predominates over the require-
ments of the content itself,
By this I mean that Bolt
has written an original script
which has as its theme the rest-
lessness of a young woman
who is trying to find something
more out of life, something in
it that will correspond to her
fantasies of it, and inappro-
priately subordinated to the
epic style. We have here a
story struggling to get out of
the tyranny of the epic form.
Rather than an intimate €x-
ploration of the girl’s inner
life, her longings, her sense  of
oppression, her changes in
mood, her déspair, "all this is
treated in a broad sweep..
The camera shows us panor-
amic spectacular views of the
countryside, the sea, a brood-
ing sky, which are just crude
and obvious images reflecting
her inner conflict, and prim-
arily are introduced for the

visual content itself.

In every sense the content

is subordinated to style. For
example the local policeman—
the film is set in a small West
Co:ast Irish village just after
the! Easter uprising, though
that, like the mountains, is
merely another backdrop —is
established as a definite charac-
ter in the community, one who
fraternizes with the English
soldiers, and one who has the
contempt of the unemployed
villagers.

Indifference

Yet when he is shot by a
rebel commandant from Dublin
and his body thrown down a
mine, no one, not the army,
nor the villagers ever mention
or are aware of his disappear-
ance.

Obviously a whole sequence
was cut out of the film and lies
on some editor’s floor. But the
point is that this demonstrates
an absolute and unforgiveable
indifference to content.

Why ? Because the
predominates.

Better a long view of the
sea than the exigencies of
story.

Again locations are chosen
not for their appropriateness
but for their visual effect.

style

God knows why the priest
should find Ryan’s daughter on
the sea shore, or what he’s
doing there in the first place.
It’s the effect that counts.

The Irish rebellion is yet
another ‘spectacular’ back-
ground which affords some
superimposed action.

The list is long and there is
no sense continuing it, but this
film reveals only too clearly
the insuperable contradictions
within the present system of
film-making and its actual dis-
torting and imprisoning effect
on creative work itself,

For the illusory freedom
forces the maker to return to
a trigd form and prohibits any
creative development.

This is the work of fear, of
a slave.

The £8 million budget is
strapped across Lean’s back.

From this Tows the shallow- ™
ness of the work, the penny. ..

dreadful range of its thinking,
the reliance on stereotype(i
characterization, the predict-
ability of the situations.

It's a work of decadence
without vigour or passion, a
glossy package with dead meat
inside. }

‘What price ‘freedom’?

Michael (JOHN MILLS) throws
confetti. Below: The marriage.
Rosy (SARAH MILES) and
Charles Shaughnessy
(ROBERT MITCHUM).

by DAVID LEAN
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DESPITE a ban on cigarette advertising on
US. television in the new year, the tobacco

will only be temporary.

With the lessons from
several European countries to
lean on, the tobacco magnates
can afford to remain cheerful,
despite the legislation which
has been passed in response to
the increasing evidence of the
smoking-cancer link.

Cigarette packets must carry
warnings of the danger to
health of smoking and various
heart and cancer societies use
television advertising to por-
tray its grim potentialities.

Yet the industry is buoyant
and this year has reversed a
downward trend in cigarette

New Park Publications
186a Clapham High St,
SwW4, .
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(soft cover)
£1 2s 6d

industry remains confident that any drop in sales

NO WEED

KIL

The new legislation will cer-
tainly not be popular with the
TV networks. The tobacco
industry allocated $225 million
(£93 million) for TV this year
—about three-quarters of its
total advertising budget.

As a result of the ban,
tobacco companies are €X-
pected to divert most of this
money to other media, while
some plan to cut their adver-
tising costs.

However, TV commercials
for pipe tobacco and cigars
will still be permitted and
there will undoubtedly be in-
creased spending on these.

Fears have also been ex-
pressed that evasion of the
ban may take place by the
simple method of giving new
lines of pipe tobacco or cigars
the names of popular brands
of cigarettes.

Evasion

This has worked very well
in Britain for the makers of

the ‘Embassy’ brands, a fact
which will not have escaped
the attention of their US
counterparts.

The US surgeon-general’s re-
port on the link between cigar-
ette smoking and lung cancer
was published in 1964.

In Britain, TV advertising
was banned in 1965 and yet
sales have increased by 2.7 per
cent per year since then.

In Italy,
France even bigger increases
have been recorded.

So the US weed merchants
are optimistic. They know that
whatever gestures the Admin-
istration may make, there is
no likelihood of a complete
ban on advertising.

With the massive financial
resources at their disposal,
they are therefore in a position

Switzerland and

ER

to completely swamp any
poorly - financed and  half-
hearted attempts that are made
to counter their flood of propa-
ganda.

Next year they hope to sur-
pass their 1967 record sales of
528 million cigarettes — an
average of 24 packets of 20
per person per week ! '

THE POVERTY
OF QUEBEC

WHILE THE world is sub-
jected to interminable reports
of the sufferings of diplomat
James Cross and his family,
the conditions of Quebec
workers which gave rise to
the much-publicised activities
of the French separatists are
quietly but firmly swept to
one side.

(behind T (WS

Breakthrough
in genetics

THE CURING of inherited
disease through genetic en-
gineering was the subject
matter of a recent Washing-
ton conference..

The conference was the first
in a planned series to gain as
much knowledge and provide
as many safeguards as possible
before the advent of the prac-
tice of genetic medicine, which
may become a practical alter-

native to human transplant ~

surgery.

Inherent in the achievement
of genetic control disease is the
ability to manipulate genes and
to eliminate the development
of diseases which can lead to
serious organ failure. Such
diseases affect one quarter of
the human race.

The conference’s six ‘work-
shops’ attempted to define
more sharply the number of
genetic diseases (1,500 have
been identified), the extent of

their prevalence in world
populations, the current rate
of knowledge about the dis-
eases, and what can be done
under existing programmes to
improve research and treat-
ment.

Dr Arthur G. Steinberg, con-
ference co-chairman and Pro-
fessor of Human Genetics at
Case Western University in
Ohio, said that the scientific
community agreed that the
world is at the dawn of prac-
tical breakthroughs in this
area because of the great basic
research performed in the past
decade in elucidating the
genetic code, and more re-
cently isolating individual genes
and synthesizing a gene arti-
ficially.

Lay leaders and scientists
alike, he said, ‘will devote
their attention to the anticipa-
tion of possible problems stem-
ming from the application of
research and development in
genetic medicine’,

I
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Large-scale unemployment is
compounded with deteriorating
living standards and worsen-
ing health conditions.

A recent report, prepared by
a Royal Commission for the
Quebec Health Ministry, shows
that the province’s workers are
less healthy and can expect to
have shorter lives than other
Canadians.

The infant mortality rate is
also higher in the province
than in other parts of Canada
or Europe — 25 deaths per
1,000.

The report blames pollution
and inadequate hospital facili-
ties for the high incidence of
some illnesses.

-

Lung diseases are most com-
mon in the industrialized city
of Montreal, and the. report
admits that low incomes and
poor housing are ‘factors’.

Quebec also has a high in-
cidence of tuberculosis, cancer
and heart disease. ,

One of the most striking
statistics in the 570-page re-
port is that the death from
TB in the province is more
than double that of neighbour-
ing Ontario, nearly six per
thousand.

The rural areas of Quebec
turn out to be more unhealthy
than urban ones, due to lack
of up-to-date medical equip-
ment and poorly-planned
patient facilities.

The report has run into some
criticism because not all the
figures are completely up to
date, but it has given rise to
demands for a major overhaul
of many health services.

Premier Trudeau’s reply has
been to ban the FLQ and to
give notice to Quebec workers
how capitalism intends to deal
with their struggle for ‘the
most elementary rights.
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Make ATUA conference
counter offensive against

WITH FOUR days to go to the Birmingham conference of
the All Trades Unions Alliance called to discuss and amend
the Alliance’s Draft Charter of Basic Rights, the Tory gov-
ernment has come out for open war on the working class.

The government’s atti-
tude to the power workers’
dispute shows that Heath
and ‘his Cabinet want to
abolish all compromise and
force a complete surrender
from the union leaders.

Today the power workers
are under fire—virtually aban-
doned to the mercy of the
press and Robert Carr, archi-
tect of the anti-union laws—
tomorrow it may be the en-
gineers, the dockers or any
other group of workers.

Can there be many greater
illustration of the need for a
big and successful .conference
on December 19 at Birming-
ham ?

Springboard |

The ATUA wants Birming-
ham to be a springboard for
thg counter-offensive against
this reactionary government.
On the basis of the Charter
of Rights they hope to de-
velop a mass movement in all
unions to fight against Tory
attacks on workers’ gains and
standards and force the gov-
ernment to resign.

So we appeal to all trade
unionists who want to join in
this fight to keep the discus-
sion on the Charter going and
send delegates and visitors to
the Charter conference.

Four engineers

- Today we publish the views
of four engineers who are
rank-and-file leaders in their
industries. .

From the Midlands, the
North and the South of Eng-
land they all add their own
opinions to the need for a
great campaign to defénd the
rights of the working class.

Dealing with
‘wildcats’

MR Kenneth Corley, chairman
and managing director of
Joseph Lucas (Industries),
Ltd, told shareholders at the
annual meeting that it was
‘upsetting and grieving’ to
find Lucas affected by strikes
involving only a handful of
their 80,000 workers, acting
against the advice of their

unions.

‘It is the wildcats, the guer-
rillas, the highwaymen that
society will have to find one
means. or another to deal
with,” he said.

s

PAUL COPPER is a young toolroom worker at
Coventry’s Carr Bodies plant. :

A member of the Amalgamated Engineers and
Foundryworkers, he told Workers Press:

\
I agree with all the
Charter’s clauses, but
particularly the one de-
manding that wages and
pensions are tied to prices.

At present, workers buy
necessities at grossly inflated
pricés—allowing the capital-
ists and the employers to
reap huge profits. Until this
is stopped, the gap between
the workers and the para-
sites that exploit them will
continue to increase.

It is therefore vital that
every union leader is forced
to sign agreements with
management that link wages
to prices — similar to the
agreements that unions win
in the United States.

This must be backed by
legislation passed by a
Labour government.

The biggest struggle for
the Charter will be to con-
vince all sections of workers
to realize that there is a big
fight ahead, because un-
fortunately apathy still lin-
gers on in areas where men
have won wage increases in
the past.

Many workers I talk to
take an ‘I'm all right Jack’

ALL TRADES
UNIONS ALLIANCE .
MEETINGS

Discuss the proposed draft of
the Charter of Basic Rights

SOUTHALL: Tuesday, December 15,
% J;.m. Community Centre, Bridge

SW LONDON: Tuesday, December
15, 8 p.m. Prince’s Head, Falcon
RJ. Clapham Junc.

ABERDEEN: Tuesday, December 15,
8 p.m. Music Hall.

CROYDON: Tuesday, December 15,
8 p.m. Plough and Harrow, Thorn-
ton Heath Pond.

LEEDS: Tuesday, December 15,
8 p.m. Trades Council Club, Upper
Fountaine St.

E. LONDON: Wednesday, December
16, 8 p.m. Festival Inn, Chrisp St
Market, El4.

FINSBURY PARK: Wednesday,
December 16, 8 p.m. Sir George
Robey pub, opposite Astoria.

SE LONDON: Thursday, December
17, 8 p.m. Artichoke pub, Church
St, Camberwell Green.

_________________1
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LATE NEWS

DOWN-UNDER POST BAN

An overtime ban by mail
sorters in support of a wage

claim is expected to disrupt .

Christmas mail within Austra-
lia and overseas postings.
The Federal Executive of
the Amalgamated Postal
Workers Union yesterday en-
dorsed the overtime ban at
sorting offices in New South
Wales, Meetings are to be held
in all other states to decide
whether to extend the action.
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attitude and some think that
bécause their wives voted
Tory the new measures
against’ the working class
will not affect them.

But I have hopes that, as
the number of unemployed
grows—and under this gov-
ernment it certainly will
—and redundancy becomes
a feature in every area, that
all the working class will
wake up and help defeat
this Tory Party ,
once and for all.

Tory laws

ENDORSEMENT for the Charter also comes from
British = Aircraft Corporation shop steward Charles

Weybridge plant, he says :

AS FAR as I'm con-

cerned, you can’t go
against what it says in the
Charter. 1 think that the
working man must have
something to show for his
labour—it shouldn’t always
go back to the governor.

I live in a council house
which is 50 years old and
my basic wage is £24 a
week. I have to pay £5 7s a
week for rent, and they're
going to put it up again
shortly.

It's a fact that people
who live in council houses
pay more than people who
buy their own house. My
house has been paid for
time and again, and the
council don’t bother much
about keeping them repaired
either.

I've spent no end of
money to make it look
something and all you get
from them is a couple of
pots of paint and some
emulsion every two years.

I think that we must fight
for decent housing and fair
rents and not what the
Tories call ‘fair’ either.

The Tories are always tell-
ing us how easy it is to live
on our money, but really
they haven’t any idea how
we live.

As far as education goes,
my parents tried to better
me and I try to better my
children. But it seems to
me that money talks. How
can we do anything to keep
our kids decently turned
out, with blazers and school

" Bixley. A representative of AEF members at BAC’s

.

uniforms, especially with
prices going up left, right
and centre?

I go out shopping with my
wife—think more blokes
should, you can see things
going up in the shops every

ay.

I think myself that the
Tories  prefabricate the
truth: they come out with
the same old thing every
time: ‘What could we do
in the short time we’ve been
in’, and then put prices up
again.

The 6d tax cut will make
no difference to us, and it
will be outweighed by the
cuts in milk and fare in-
creases anyway.

The only way a man has
of fighting back is through
his union, and the anti-
union laws are even going to’
stop that.

If we are going to stop
this Bill the TUC needs to
be shaken up a bit. If they
don’t do something soon,
the Bill will go through and
then it will be too Ilate.

On the question of nation-
alization, I don’t see why
the governor should get all
the profit and then, when
the firm goes bust, get
money back in compensa-
tion after the firm is nation-
alized. My own view is that
we should have shares in
the profits of these big
companies—but even then
we can’'t afford to buy
shares.

I think the Tories should
be thrown out at the ,
first possible opportunity.

GARY PAYNE, who is AEF convenor at the Powder
Couplings plant in Leeds, had this to say:

LARRY CONNOLLY is a senior night-shift steward
at the Lucas dynamo and starter plant in Birmingham.
The stewards’ committee of which he is a member
was one of the first organizations to call on the TUC
to organize a General Strike to defeat the Tory anti-

union laws.

I agree with every point

point raised by the
Charter, particularly the
demands to kick out all
productivity deals.

It has been proved by the
big Leyland redundancies
that productivity ‘strings’
only mean one thing-—redun-
dancy, because they make
one man do two men’s jobs.
I agree also that all firms
that cannot guarantee em-
ployment to all their
workers should be nation-
alized.

The demands of racial-
ism are also important. .

Coming from the Mid-
lands and being an active
trade unionist, I have
always opposed and cam-
paigned against Powell’s at-
tempts to split up the work-
ing class.

The Industrial Relations
Bill that the Tories are try-
ing to pass is, of course, the
biggest attack they are
launching on the workers.

If they take away our
democratic right to strike
and organize, then we have

nothing left — absolutely
nothing.

The Tory Bill will be
anarchy in reverse. It is an
attempt by the employers
to take the road of Mus-
solini. I cannot understand
why the TUC has still not
called a mass meeting to
give a lead to workers on
the shop floor.

But I don’t think any
worker will idly stand by
and see his rights taken
away. They are not going
to allow this government
to destroy their welfare
services and starve children
and the old. :

Basically the working
class should be able to
bring the Tories down, but
they need a proper leader-
ship in the Labour Party
and the trade unions.

But while we have the
bureaucrats who pander to
big business, we will never
defeat this government.

We must have a new rank-
and-file leadership that is
prepared to fight
for this end.

Make union leaders
fight for Jan. 12
General Strike

A DEMAND that union
leaders fight the proposed
Tory anti-union legislation
has come from engineers in
Mitcham, S London.

The resolution, which
calls on the Trades Union
Congress to make January
12 the start of a General
Strike to bring down the
Tory government, now goes
forward to Merton Trades
Council, the Amalgamated
Engineers’ and Foundry-
workers’ Croydon district
committee and the union’s
executive council.

It reads:

This Mitcham 58 ME

. branch views with grave

concern the action of leaders

of the trade union move-

ment in the face of Tory

attacks on the trade unions
and the working class.

Whilst workers demon-
strated their determination
to fight the Tories on
December 8, the trade union
leadership almost to a man
refused to back this work-
ing-class hatred of the

Tories—and AEF president
Hugh Scanlon is reported as
saying that as far as he is
concerned ‘the Bill is al-
ready law’,

The branch recognizes
that the Tory government
needs to attack the working
class, but needs first to
smasil the trade union move-
ment, and this is the only
purpose of their anti-union
legislation.

We therefore demand that
under no circumstances do
the trade union leadership
capitulate, but fight this
legislation. We demand that
this legislation does not be-
come law under any circum-

* stances.
This branch therefore
calls upon the Merton

Trades Council, the Croy-
don district committee and
the executive council of the
AEF to demand that the
TUC General Council makes
January 12, 1971, not merely
another day of protest, but
the start of a General Strike
to bring down the Tory gov-
ernment together with their
anti-working- ’

class policies.

I THINK this Charter of

Basic Rights is very com-
prehensive. As a trade
unionist I am used to people
putting forward ideas con-
cerned with everyday work-
ing life, but this Charter is
concerned with every aspect
of life. It is concerned with
the fact that workers enjoy
a good standard of living as
a human right.

There has been a run-
ning debate. in my own fac-
tory over the past few
weeks over the extent to
which we should be grateful
to the management for
allowing us to hold down a
job and participate in nego-
tiating a better deal for
ourselves.

For this we don’t have
to be grateful to the man-
agement, but to the mili-
tancy of great men over
the past 150 years.

The right to hold down
a job and to have some say
in the way things are
organized is a right which
at all costs must be de-
fended.

I feel particularly strongly
on the questions of educa-
tion and housing. Every
child has a right to an
education equal to that of
any other child and every
individual and family has
a right to good housing the
rent of which is based on
the cost of living.

Now is the time for every
trade unionist to stand up
and be counted on the
question of the Tory anti-
trade union legislation, for
here is a basic attack on
every worke’s established
rights.

Furthermore if wé act ina
sufficiently adamant manner
there is an opportunity to
kill two birds with one
stone: defeat the Tory anti-
trade union legislation: and
bring down the Tory gov-
ernment, to be replaced by
a truly socialist form of
government.

I think the only answer
to the Tory evil is a Gene-
ral Strike. But I think the
TUC, by its inactivity over
the December 8 issue, has
shown itself unable to cope
with a call from its mem-
bers.

As I see it, if the TUC
is to show itself as the real
interpreter of the wishes of
the working class, it must
mobilize and call a General
Strike.

I will be going to the
ATUA Conference on De-
cember 19. This Confer-
ence could well provide the
platform which could
mobilize the working class
for the planning and execu-
tion of a General Strike.

After spending the day in
a factory which itself is
torn with strife, I find it
difficult to concentrate on
a newspaper which is con-
cerned with the strife of
other workers, but never-
theless one can see in the
Workers Press a determina-
tion to have for themselves,
in terms of political and
material rights, ,
what is justly theirs.
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science’ is an extremely
sinister and reactionary one.

A ‘social conscience’ can only
be expressed by an indivi-
dual who epitomizes such a
conscience and abolishes the
institutions of Mr Behan's
‘free-for-all society’.

Whether you call him ‘Der
Fuehrer’ or II Duce’ is
immaterial—he will repre-
sent the naked dictatorship
of capital.

In order to develop this so-
called ‘social conscience’
which is supposed to be
above classes, Mr Behan
urges the introduction of
referendums on all major
industrial and  political
questions.

‘Referendums’, he writes ‘have
on the whole a progressive
history. For example, de
Gaulle used it in France to
halt the Algerian war and
block the right.’

Yet the Algerian war referen-
dum was framed in such a
manner that those who voted
‘yes’ automatically voted for
an increase in the powers
of the president!

The extension of this retro-
grade principle and its gen-
eralized wuse in Britain
would mean the end of all
working-class parties and
the reduction of parliament
to a rubber stamp for
plebiscitary decisions.

Why does Mr Behan draw
the line on de Gaulle? What
about Hitler? Didn’t he too
base his policies, such as
the annexation of the Saar,
on plebiscites?

Those who advocate referen-
dums today will have to
advocate concentration
camps tomorrow.

Mr Behan is not a fascist but
the logic of his argument
must lead ultimately to dic-
tatorship in Britain.

Pompidou talks
of economic

FRE N CH President
Georges Pompidou
warned yesterday
against the trend to-
wards  protectionism
and trade restrictions
in the United States.

His speech, made at a Paris
ceremony marking the tenth
anniversary of the Organiza-
tion for Economic Co-opera-
tion and Devélopment (OECD)
also questioned the role of the
dollar as a world reserve
currency.

‘Was the present role of the
dollar compatible with a per-
manent deficit in the US
balance of payments?’ he asked
pointedly.

DEFICIT

(The US deficit now stands
at a colossal $7,145 million.)

The problem of inflation had
to be tackled, he went on. But
‘how to reconcile the obli-
gation of an active employ-
ment policy with the battle
against inflation’.

And flowing from this:

‘How to resist the renewed
temptation of protectionism,
which would first divide, then
oppose and finally would lead
each of us to an economic
slowdown.”

DANGERS

Pompidou, stressing the
great dangers that face the
capitalist classes of both W
Europe and America, warned
that it would be ‘vain for
political leaders and economic
planners to rely on a day-to-
day policy for the major
economic problems that faced
them’.

He emphasized that it would
be ‘disastrous to wait for a

+ world’s

fears

BY A
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

general crisis to find a solu-
tion to these issues’.
Pompidou’s speech expréssed
both the growing fears of the
dominant capitalist
classes for the future of their
system,

oping within it.

and the sharpening
contradictions that are devel-

Air Force
pilots used
in strike

INDIAN Air Force pilots
were called in yesterday to
man commercial services,
affected by a pilots’ strike.

Many of the pilots of the
state-owned Indian Airlines
have refused to fly Avro HS-
748 aircraft, alleging.that they
are not up to international
safety standards.

Technical and other person-
nel staged a 24-hour token
strike yesterday in support of
the men.

Basque trial
sit-in sealed

off by

police

BY A FOREIGN REPORTER

POLICE have sealed all roads leading to the
Montserrat Abbey near Barcelona, where about
300 Catalan artists and intellectuals are holding
a sit-in against the 16 Basque nationalists’ trial

in Burgos.

An illegal demonstration in-
side Spain against the trial of
16 Basque nationalists in

Burgos—two of whom face a
death sentence.

Husseinand Dayan

still guerrillas’
main enemies

KING HUSSEIN of Jordan flies to Bonn today to meet W German
Chancellor Willy Brandt at the end of three days of talks in Paris
with President Pompidou and his Ministers.

In the course of the visit
the Hashemite monarch also
paid homage at the grave of
General de Gaulle. The call
formed part of his three-
week tour of imperialist
capitals in search of a work-
able formula to betray and
destroy the Palestinian
liberation movement.

US President Nixon will
be the key figure in such a
consiparcy. As he bade fare-
well to Hussein last week
he turned to welcome
Israeli General Moshe
Dayan, now busily posing as
as ‘moderate’.

‘Decent man’

Dayan, addressing over
200 leaders of US Zionism
at a New York dinner on
Saturday night, referred to
Hussein as ‘a decent men

. one of the most decent
men among any of the Arab
leaders’.

But he ridiculed Hussein’s
suggestion peace would be

possible if Israeli forces
leave the West Bank of the
Jordan,

‘Just three months ago,
in his own capital, that King
couldn’t intervene and
secure law and order in the
Hotel Intercontinental, 200
yards from his own palace.
Could he do anything about
the hijacked aeroplanes?’

For both Dayan and
Hussein the number one
enemy is the Palestine
liberation movement, held
back since the September
civil war only by the cow-
ardice and collaboration of

leaders such as Yassir
Arafat.
Toned down

While Dayan and his fel-
low Zionists are now eager to
tone down their more bel-
ligerent' declarations, his
New York speech makes it
clear that Israeli policy re-
mains as Dayan described it
after the six-day war:

‘We are appropriating the
lands in ‘which they [the

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

Palestinians] live, they and
their ancestors . . . We have
come into an inhabited
land and we are imposing a
Jewish state . . . we are
condemned to a state of
perpetual war . . . Other
countries end wars by say-
ing “Let us go back to
wheré we were before”.

‘As far as we are con-
cerned, we want something
new, new frontiers, new
relations, a new state.’

And within the ruling
Mapai party in Israel —
whose conferénce opened
yesterday-—are men even to

the right of Dayan.

They have close links
with such figures as General
Weizman, number two in
the Gahal party which split
from the Golda Meir cabi-
net in protest against the
opening of peace talks in
August.

Weizman is openly in
favour of occupying Arab
capitals, including Cairo, ‘if
war breaks out’.

And the plans he nakedly
proclaims are secretly wel-

. comed by every imperialist

enemy of the Arab revolu-
tion.

Embassy raid—
trial begins

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

THE TRIAL began in the
Hague yesterday of 35 S
Moluccan separatists charged
with storming the Indonesian

embassy and Kkilling one
Dutch policeman.
Before court proceedings

were interrupted by a bomb
scare, 41-year-old Paul Thenu
declared himself responsible
for the raid last August, when
supporters of S Moluccan in-

dependence from Indonesia
seized the embassy.
President Suharto of In-

donesia’s state visit to Hol-
land had to be postponed for
two days. -

Asked by the court presi-
dent why he had issued arms
to his comrades, Thenu
replied, raising his fist:

‘You can’t achieve anything
with your bare hands.’

The trial continues today.

WEATHER

AFTER early morning mist or fog

patches E and S England will have

\{’arl;ble amounts of cloud but will
e dry.

N and W England will be rather

cloudy at times, but mainly dry.

Wales, Scotland and N Ireland
will start rather cloudy with a
few showers, but brighter weather
will spread from the west.

Temperatures will be
near normal everywhere.
Outlook for Wednesday and Thurs-
day: Mainly dry in most places
\:‘%g fog and frost at night. Rather

mostly

The demonstrators, who in-
clude the world-famous artist
Juan Miro, started their sit-
in on Saturday night, and will
not leave the Abbey until the
military court announces its
verdict.

Judgement is expected any
hour now, with six of the
accused facing possible death
sentences for their alleged part
in the death of a Franco police
chief in 1968.

Though two of the prisoners
are Basque Catholic priests,
the Pope is more concerned
with the fate of the W Ger-
man consul in' Spain, Eugen

.Beihl, taken as a hostage by

Basque nationalists two weeks
ago.

Steadfast

Despite appeals by Basque
Catholics to condemn the
trial, the Pope has steadfastly
refused to do so.

On Sunday, he instead ap-
péaled to the nationalists to
release Beihl as an act of
Christmas goodwill !

The Pope’s blatant pro-
Franco stand must be edu-
cating many Basque Catholics
on the role of the hierarchy in
Spanish politics.

In the few hours that are
left to us, we must mobilize
the maximum working-class
solidarity with the Burgos 16.
This is the only force that can
stay the executioners’ bullets.

Chapple
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have been sold by the union
leaders in the last three years
alone.

As a contemptuous sop to
the union chiefs, the govern-
ment is understood to have
substituted the phrase
‘national economy’ in the
Court’s proposed brief for an
eariler formulation about the
need to combat inflation.

Economy

‘It is felt that these words
show the continuation of the
government’s intervention in
this dispute in the pursuit of
a reactionary and repressive
economic policy,’ said the
unions’ statement.

‘We have not got justice,’
commented Chapple, ‘but we
want to give the nation a fair
shake.

‘We are not going to argue
about words for doctrinaire
reasons, which is the position
of the government’, he added.

After their meeting at the
Electricity Council, Chapplg
led a four-man union delega®
tion to the Department of
Employment where they met
Employment Secretary Robert
Carr to finalize arrangements
for the Court of Inquiry.

Speaking in the commons,
shadow Minister Mrs Castle
welcomed the ‘statesmanship’
of the unions in calling off
the work-to-rule and ‘the wis-
dom of the government in
setting up this Court of In-
quiry.’

No_;?ate
cars for
Chile

SALVADOR ALLENDE,
Popular Unity President of
Chile, has announced that the
Chilean motor industry is to
be reorganized into three
‘mixed’ corporations manufac-
turing low-cost vehicles.

The decision, which repre-
sents a retreat from the inten-
tion to nationalize foreign-
owned industries, followed
talks in Santiago betwéen
Allende and Masataka Okuma,
a senior executive of Nissan,
the Japanese motor combine.

Commission concedes 6pc

WAGE increases of 6 per cent were granted yesterday to f
million workers by the Australian Arbitrat¥on Cozlm‘i’ssi?)‘:::
It was the largest-ever award conceded by the Commission in

its 14-year history.
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