The hour
iraws
near

AS THE HISTORICAL crisis

of British imperialism
matures to the point of
irresistible conflict, every
‘debate’ in parliament be-
comes in fact a dialogue
between the Tory and
Labour bankrupts on how
to meet the' resistance of
the working class most
effectively.

To judge from Wilson's
Commeons speech on Tues-
day, there is no doubt at
all that the Don Quixotes
of Toryism would long ago
have impaled themselves on
the windmills of working-
class militancy if it weren’t
for the Sancho Panzas of
reformism.

Mr Wilson is obsessed with
two things: the gigantic
power of the working class
and the arrogant and in-
toxicated refusal of the
ruling class to see the
dimensions of the approach-
ing storm and its obtuse
complacency in treating its

outcome as a foregone
conclusion.
Speaking on the Bill he

warned the Tories:

‘The biggest indictment of
the Bill was its almost
complacent irrelevance to

the most significant develop-
ment in industrial relations
in their lifetime—the growth
af shan flror  meszar jn.
dustrial militancy . . . The
Bill was totally irrelevant
and reflected a Maginot
mentality to what was going
on in British industry.
(‘The Times’, December 16.)

Mr Wilson's greatest worry
is here clearly enunciated.
He accuses the Tories of
unleashing forces which
they will not be able to
control and when they turn
to the Labourites for help
—as they inevitably will—
it will be too late.

50 years before Wilson, the
most astute leader of the
British cgpitalist class,
Lloyd George, summed up
this dilemma in an unforget-
table speech in parliament:

‘In France the population is
agricultural, and you have
a solid body of opinions
which does not move very
rapidly, and which is* not
very easily excited by
revolutionary movements.

‘That is not the case here.
This country is more top-
heavy than any country in
the world, and if it begins
to rock, the crash here, for
that reason, will be greater
than in any land.’

Commenting on Lloyd George’s
speech Lenin, in 'Left-Wing
Communism’, predicted that
the bourgeoisie had got
themselves hopelessly en-
tangled and were ‘commit-

ing acts of irreparable
stupidity’ and that these
acts would ‘bring about

their downfall'.

Before that downfall however,
Britain, like Tsarist Russia,
but more briefly, will un-
doubtedly experience its
own Kerensky regime, stand-
ing like a ghost between

two epochs.

Mr Wilson is not oblivious to
this possibility. But he
would prefer to play

Kerensky without a Kornilov
or the spectre of Bolshevism
to threaten him. :

Hence his evocative reference
to the ‘Trots’ Charter’ and,
even more significantly, his
ominous reference to past
historical analogies:

‘What we have to face here
in this Bill is that the court
of Conservative MPs shows
as much understanding in
the revolutionary situation
as the court of Louis XVI
or Nicholas II or even King
Farouk.’

If Mr Wilson thinks he can
alter the course of history
by frightening the Tories
with the spectre of Nicholas
II or even Charles I, whom
he respectfully refrained
from mentioning, he is hope-
lessly mistaken.

The crisis of world imperialism
and Stalinism and the
balance of class forces in
Britain is such that the
Tories have no alternative
but to plunge this country
into civil war.

The task for the working class
is to learn the lesson of

[ Gomulka’s

Oreers |
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They remain on
strike.
Gdansk, together with

the neighbouring towns of
Gdynia and Sopot, is com-
pletely sealed off from the

cordon of police and
troops. i

All rail and air com-
munication is banned. Only
police and army vehicles

rumble® in hundreds into the
area.

A complete curfew is in
force between 6 p.m. and 5
a.m.

Reports say that workers’
action in these Baltic towns
has been followed by others in
Poznan and in the automobile
plant at Zeran, outside War-
saw.

Ruthless

Gomulka and the Stalinist
bureaucracy will follow the
deaths and hundreds of seri-
ous injuries they have already
inflicted with the most ruth-
less repressions.

These bureaucrats are
fighting for their privileged
caste existence.

They face a working class
which refuses to be intimi-
dated by the long years of
betrayal and disaster to which
théy have been subjected by
Stalinism.

The official Stalinist news-
paper ‘Trybuna Ludu’, appeal-
ing to the shipyard workers
to return to work, warned :

‘Those responsible for mur-
ders, arson, and looting must
suffer deserved punishment.
The authorities . . . will react
with full determination against
all infringements of public
order and against all anti-
state actions.’

And the English bourgeois,
in the shape of ‘The Guard-
ian’s’ commentator Victor

authority will prévail :

‘M emory’

‘Perhaps most important of
all, the memory of the punish-
ment which the Poles have
taken from both Germany and
Russia is still so strong that
a national rising is unlikely.
The Poles have, presumably,
learned the lesson of Czecho-
slovakia.’

The immediate cause of the
strikes and demonstrations
was the announcement by
government last
Sunday of steep increasés in
food prices. A virtual wage-
freeze starts on January 1.

Shipyard workers held a
mass meeting, and decided on
a demonstration.

This was joined by thou-
sands of housewives, youth
and studénts.

Once the police attacked,
these workers fought back in
every possible way.

It is perfectly clear from
even the official reports that
the police and troops had
no support from a single
section of the people.

The
their account of how it hap-

anti-working-class slanders of
the type used by the capitalist

Nicholas II, build the
Socialist Labour League
and the Workers Press and
sweep into limbo every
potential  Kerensky -and
Kornilov who shows his
head.
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DEATH BY SHOOTING in the streets, tear-gas
dropped from helicopters, water-cannon turned
on demonstrators, and tanks roaring through

the town - these have proved unable to intimid-

ate the shipyard workers of Gdansk (Poland).

Full support
for Polish

Apneal Fund
IiSes 1o
p579 115 10d

NOW WE have begun to get
into our usual stride. Yester-
day we received £201 10s 0d,
leaving £670 2s 2d to complete
the total.

Keep it up. Only seven days
to go before Xmas. We are
sure we can do it.

The fighting socialist policies
of the Workers Press are
meeting with a great response.
More and more trade unionists
are speaking out in favour of
our Charter of Rights.

It is already becoming a
means for rallying hundreds
of thousands against this Tory
government.

Push the campaign over this
vital weekend. Post every
donation as soon as possible
to:

Workers Press
Appeal Fund,

186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4,

rest of the country by a:

ROLLS POLISHERS
ouT SIX
WEEKS AGAINST
£8 LOSS

Some of the polishers’ strike committee outside their headquarters after a meeting on Wednesday.

Zorza, expresses its hope that

More pay
pledge in
Gdansk

‘SUBSTANTIAL wage in-
creases’ were promised to
Gdansk workers yesterday if
they ended their three-day
strike.

The pledge was made over
Gdansk radioc by Polish
Deputy Prime Minister Stanis-
lav Kociolek, who had flown
to the strike-torn Baltic port
from Warsaw to make his
appeal for a return to work.

The regime, which had
denounced the demonstrators
as ‘hooligans’ is now to
reward them with wage in-~
creases!

Any apparent concessions
by the regime could easily
encourage other Polish work-
ers to follow the spleftdid
example of their Gdansk com-
rades.

So far there has been no
reported comment by Party
leader Gomulka on the strikes.

Xmas on
the dole

MORE WORKERS will be spending this
Christmas on the dole than in any other year
since 1940—the end of the great depression.

Nearly 620,000 men and
women were out of work on
December 7 according to
government figures released
vesterday.

This means meagre celebra-
tions next week for 27 out of
every 1,000 workers because
during Christmas 1970 they
will have no money and will
be chasing a job.

Working people in the
depressed areas of the country
face even more shocking
hardship.

In Ulster male unemploy-
ment is now 9 per cent. In
other words almost one in
every ten bread winners will
only have social security to

Polish  Stalinists, in

pened, resort to the cheapest |

Make agreements
legally binding

- CBI

AFTER Wednesday’s Gen-
eral Council meeting, where
the TUC reiterated its de-
cision to confine protest
against the Tory Industrial
Relations Bill on January 12
to meal-breaks, the Con-
federation of British Indus-
try held its own meeting to
press Employment Minister
Robert Carr for changes in

the Bill.
¢ The CBI wants industry-
wide agreements to be

made legally enforceable —

this would include such
agreements as the 1968 en-
gineering package deal—and
the Registrar of Trade
Unions to be given powers
to take strikers to court.

Wednesday’s meeting of
the CBI governing council
decided to mount a con-
certed campaign for these
amendments.

It is also demanding ‘the
closest and most detailed
consultations at all stages’
as the government’s code of
industrial relations practice
is drawn up. \

BY STEPHEN JOHNS

offer their wives and children.

In N England unemploy-
ment reached a 30-year record
of 4.7 per cent during the
month and the same percent-
age was recorded in Scotland
where an extra 10,600 workers
have joined the queue at the
labour exchange since Sep-
tember.

The trend, say experts, will
continue to climb. The in-
crease in the wholly unem-
ploved between November
and December was 17,742;
normally the figure rises by
only 7,000.

For those out of work the
chances of getting employment
become more and more re-
mote.

A feature of December’s
figures was the sharp decrease
in the number of wvacancies
which were 16,787 less than
in November. This means that
three workers are chasing
every offered job.

In all the decrease in the
numbers of vacancies has
doubled over the three months
September to December com-
pared with the previous six.

The mid-winter unemploy-
ment now seems certain to
exceed the last peak recorded
in the hard winter of 1962-
1963. A figure of over three-
quarters of a million in late
January or February is not
inconceivable.

FROM BOB ARCHER

STRIKING turbine-blade
polishers from Rolls-Royce’s
Derby group of factories meet
today to consider next steps

in a six-week-old grading
strike,

Despite company threéats
against their jobs, the 170

men are determined to win.
Members of the strike com-

mittee emphasize that the
strike, which arose out of
attempts to impose a job-

evaluation and Measured-Day
Work scheme in the factories,
involves defence of rights
and status the men have en-
joyed for many years.
Polishers have to be able to
use sophisticated engineering
machinery and have always
been classified as skilled men,
although they have not neces-
sarily served apprenticeships.

New class

Now that job-evaluation and
Measured - Day Work have

been introduced into the
group, the men are to be
classed as semi-skilled and

face a drop in wages of up to
£8 after a period of 21
months.

‘We understand that we can
never be called time-served
men, but under the 1966
agréement we have skilled
status in our own right,” strike
committee member Mr J.
Gilmore told Workers Press.

‘Now under job-evaluation
they want to pay us as *‘other
skilled”—but the grading is
not there’

‘Men at Coventry doing the
same work as us are classed
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Rudi Dutschke with his wife Gretchen (left) outside the Tribunal hearing yesterday.

Dutschke
appeal soon

to be secret?

EVIDENCE alleging that former W German
student leader Rudi Dutschke was in touch with
subversive groups is to be heard in secret by
a five-man tribunal composed of former legal,
military and diplomatic chiefs.

This was made clear at the
first session of Dutchke’s
appeal to stay in Britain yes-
terday by Attorney-General
Sir Peter Rawlinson QC, who
is presenting the Home Office
case against him.

Open disclosure of the
evidence would be ‘contrary
to the interest of national
security and could not be pre-
sented in public hearing with-
out damage to the public in-
terest’, he claimed.

WIFE’S PLEA

Opening his appeal on
Dutschke’s behalf, Mr Basil
Wigoder QC read a plea from
Dutschke's wife referring. to
the hardship suffered after her
husband was shot in the head
in W Berlin in April 1968.

She also spoke of her fear

of threats from ‘foes ' and
from friends’.
Wigoder said that since

Dutschke had been in Britain
he had had ‘many conversa-
tions with many people’.

Up to May of this year—
when he had been in Britain
18 months—there had not
been a single complaint from
the Home Ofﬁce -about his
behaviour.

National security and politi-
cal activities in connection
with Dutschke were not men-
tioned until as late as Octo-
ber, he said.

‘It was on October 29 in
parliament that for the very
first time there was ever men-
tioned in this case the words
national security and the sug-
gestion that Mr Dutschke was
an undesirable because of
grounds of a political nature.’

‘CONTACTS’

In making his decision not
to allow Dutschke to stay in
Britain, Rawlinson claimed
that Home Secretary Reginald
Maudling had taken into
account his conduct, contacts
and associations durmg the
period he had been here.

Rawlinson cited contacts
Dutschke had allegedly had
with several left-wing organiz-
ations and individuals.

Although Dutschke’s health
might not allow him to take
part in events such as demon-
strations ‘he would be a focal
point of student unrest’, Raw-
linson claimed.

Disabled
miners can

sue NCB

THIRTY-SEVEN - Durham
miners suffering from lung
disease were yesterday given
the go-ahead to sue the
National Coal Board for per-
sonal injury and negligence.

The men are suffering from
pneumoconiosis, contracted
through exposure to dust in
the pits for much of their
working lives,

At a 45-minute H1gh Court
hearing before Mr Justice
Hinchcliffe, the men were
given leave .to issue writs
against the NCB.

NUM solicitor Harold
Hewitt later explained that
until now miners forced to
retire because of pneumo-
coniosis received a disable-
ment pension from the Minis-
try of Social Security.

Airport unions boycott talks

AIRPORT workers are to
continue their work-to-rule
after yesterday’s decision by
their unions to boycott pay
talks until there is an im-
proved offer from employers.

The unions said after yes-
terday’s meeting of the

national joint council for
civil aviation that the ban
on casual overtime would
now be extended to rostered
overtime as the employers
had refused to go beyond
their offer of a 4} per cent
pay increase.

Another
attack on
‘Cancer

Ward’
author

IN THE MOST vitriolic attack
yet made on the Soviet Nobel
Prizewinning author Alexan-
der Solzhenitsyn, yesterday’s
‘Pravda’ described his works
as ‘pbison pen writings against
the Soviet people’.

The article, signed I. Alexan-
drov—a name used only for
the most important policy
statements — slandered Solz-
henitsyn as a ‘spiritual internal
emigrant, alien and hostile to
the whole life of the Soviet
people’.

It also dismissed reports of
divisions amongst Soviet in-
tellectuals.

There was only a ‘pitiful
handful of renegades begging
for whisky and cigarettes in
exchange for dirty inventions’.

It is difficult to see why
such prominence should be
given to this ‘pitiful handful’
if they are so small and
insignificant as ‘Pravda’ sug-
gests.

Alexandrov—who we can
be sure has to beg for neither
his whisky nor his cigarettes—
in fact adopts the tone of a
frightened bureaucrat.

Nixon
warned
on Indo-

China cash

A LENGTHY military aid
programme along with eco-
nomic assistance will be
needed if the United States is
to shore up the crumbling
Cambodian regime of Lon Nol,
the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee was warned yes-

. terday.
The warning came as
National Liberation Front

forces renewed their attacks
on US and puppet troops in

_ several parts of Vietnam and

Cambodia.

Two Senate staff mvest:ga-
tors highlight the weakness
of President Nixon's vaunted
Viethamization programme.

If the programme is tied
to the Cambodian government
staying in office, as Nixon has
said, the report asks, could
the programme continue if the
Lon Nol government fell?

The report concludes that
a major programme of military
and economic aid will be
needed if Lon Nol is to be
kept in office and the Viet-
namization programme con-
tinued.

Campaign

In Cambodia itself, S Viet-
namese paratroops who were
flown into central Cambodia
earlier this week began a
‘search-and-destroy’ operation
in an effort to clear the vital
strategic Highway six, held
for months by National Liber-
ation Front troops.

American jets were reported
to have used bombs and
napalm to support Cambodian
troops against an estimated
3,000 NLF force.

NATIONAL Union of Bank
Employees, which has been
fighting for recognition, ves-
terday claimed it was now
established as a negotiating
body in all the clearing banks.
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5 'nions Alliance

. Second Annual
Conference

Discuss

'THE CHARTER OF
. BASIC RIGHTS

‘The right toa job to strike and
orgamze, to retain gains made,
to fair prices, to welfare benefits

-and to decent housing.

Defend and maintain these rights in a fight to
force the Tories to resign.

BIRMINGHAM

. Sat. December 19
Digbeth Civic Hall,
Digbeth 10.30. am

For delegates’ or visitors' credentials send 5s
to Alan Wilkins, ATUA secretary, 53 The Hiron,
Styvechale, Coventry.,




"'flyht agamst the

Tory government

The hour
iraws
near -

AS THE HISTORICAL crisis

of British imperialism
matures to the point of
irresistible conflict, every
‘debate’ in parliament be-
comes in fact a dialogue
between the Tory and
Labour bankrupts on how
to meet the' resistance of
the working class most
effectively.

To judge from  Wilson’s
Commons speech on Tues-
day, there is no doubt at
all that the Don Quixotes
of Toryism would long ago
have impaled themselves on
the windmills of workmg-
class militancy if it weren’t
for the Sancho Panzas of
reformism.

Mr Wilson is obsessed with
two things: the gigantic
power of the working class
and the arrogant and in-
toxicated refusal of the
ruling class to see the
dimensions of the approach-
ing storm and its obtuse,
complacency in treating its

outcome as a foregone
conclusion.
Speaking on the Bill he

warned the Tories:

‘The biggest indictment of
the Bill was its almost
complacent irrelevance to
the most significant develop-
ment in industrial relations
in their lifetime—the growth
of c<hap flror power, in-
dustrial militancy . The
Bill was totally 1rre1evant
and reflected a Maginot
mentality to what was going
on in British industry.’
(‘The Times’, December 16.)

Mr Wilson’s greatest worry
is here clearly enunciated.
He accuses the Tories of
unleashing forces which
they will not be able to
control and when they turn
to the Labourites for help
—as they inevitably will—
it will be too late.

50 years before Wilson, the
most astute leader of the
British cgpitalist class,
Lloyd George, summed up
this dilemma in an unforget-
table speech in parliament:

‘In France the population is
agricultural, and you have
a solid body of opinions
which does not move very
rapidly, and which is* not
very easily excited by
revolutionary movements.

‘That is not the case here.
This country is more top-
heavy than any country in
the world, and if it begins
to rock, the crash here, for
that reason, will be greater
than in any land.’

Commenting on Lloyd George’s
speech Lenin, in ‘Left-Wing
Communism’, predicted that
the bourgeoisie had got
themselves hopelessly en-
tangled and were ‘commit-
ing acts of irreparable
stupidity’ and that these
acts would ‘bring about
their downfall’.

Before that downfall however,
Britain, like Tsarist Russia,
but more briefly, will un-
doubtedly experience its
own Kerensky regime, stand-
ing like a ghost between
two epochs.

Mr Wilson is not oblivious to
this possibility. But he
would prefer to play
Kerensky without a Kornilov
or the spectre of Bolshevism
to threaten him.

Hence his evocative reference
to the ‘Trots’ Charter’ and,
even more significantly, hlS
ominous reference to past
historical analogies:

‘What we have to face here
in this Bill is that the court
of Conservative MPs shows
as much understanding in
the revolutionary situation
as the court of Louis XVI
or Nicholas II or even King
Farouk.’

If Mr Wilson thinks he can
alter the course of history
by frightening the Tories
with the spectre of Nicholas
II or even Charles I, whom
he respectfully refrained
from mentioning, he is hope-
lessly mistaken.

The crisis of world imperialism
and Stalinism and the
balance of class forces in
Britain is such that the
Tories have no alternative
but to plunge this country
into civil war.

The task for the working class
is to learn the lesson of
Nicholas II, build the
Socialist Labour League
and the Workers Press and
sweep into limbo every
potential Kerensky and
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They remain on
strike.
Gdansk, together with

the neighbouring towns of
Gdynia and Sopot, is com-
pletely sealed off from the

cordon of police and
troops.
All rail and air .com-

munication is banned. Only
police and army vehicles
rumble® in hundreds into the
area.

A complete curfew is in
force between 6 p.m. and 5
a.m.

Reports say that workers’
action in these Baltic towns
has been followed by others in
Poznan and in the automobile
plant at Zeran, outside War-

Ruthless

Gomulka and the Stalinist
bureaucracy will follow the
deaths and Hundreds of seri-
ous injuries they have already
inflicted with the most ruth-
less repressions.

These bureaucrats

. fighting for their prlvileged

caste existence.

They face a working class
which refuses to be intimi- -
dated by the long years of
betrayal and disaster to which
théy have been subjected by
Stalinism.

The official Stalinist news-
paper ‘Trybuna Ludu’, appeal-
ing to the shipyard workers
to return to work, warned :

‘Those responsible for mur-
ders, arson, and looting must
suffer deserved punishment.
The authorities . . . will react
with full determination against
all infringements of public
order and against all anti-
state actions.’

And the English bourgeois,
in the shape of ‘The Guard-
ian’s’ commentator Victor
Zorza, expresses its hope that
authority will prevail :

‘Memory’

‘Perhaps most important of
all, the memory of the punish-
ment which the Poles have
taken from both Germany and
Russia is still so strong that
a national rising is unlikely.
The Poles have, presumably,
learned the lesson of Czecho-
slovakia.’

The immediate cause of the
strikes and demonstrations
| was the announcement by
Gomulka’s government last
Sunday of steep increasés in
food prices. A virtual wage-
freeze starts on January 1.

Shipyard workers ri‘;eld a
mass meeting, and decided on
a demonstration.

- This was joined by thou-
sands of housewives, youth
and studénts.

Once the police attacked,
these workers fought back in
every possnble way.

It is perfectly clear from
even the official reports that
the police and troops had
no support from a single
section of the people.

their account of how it hap-
pened, resort to the cheapest
anti-working-class slanders of
the type used by the capitalist

Kornilov who shows his
head.

-~
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workers

DEATH BY SHOOTING in the streets, tear-gas
dropped from helicopters, water-cannon turned
on demonstrators, and tanks roaring through
the town - these have proved unable to intimid-

ate the shipyard workers of Gdansk (Poland).

Full support
for Polish

Appeal Fund
rises o
£519 17s 10d

NOW WE have begun to get
into our usual stride. Yester-
day we received £201 10s 0d,
leaving £670 2s 2d to complete
the total.
_ Keep it up. Only seven days
to go before Xmas. We are
sure we can do it.

The fighting socialist policies
of the Workers Press are
meeting with a great response.

. More and more trade unionists

are speaking out in favour of
our Charter of Rights.

It is already becoming a
means for rallying hundreds
of thousands against this Tory
government.

Push the campaign over this
vital weekend. Post every
donation as soon as possible
to:

Workers Press
Appeal Fund,

186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4.

regt of the country by a;‘f\

ROLLS POLISHERS
our Six
WEEKS AGAINST
£8 10SS

Some of the polishers’ strike committee outside their headquarters after a meeting on Wednesday.

More pay
pledge in
Gdansk

‘SUBSTANTIAL wage in-
creases’ were promised to
Gdansk workers yesterday if
they ended their three-day

strike. \
The pledge was.made over
Gdansk radio by Polish

Deputy Prime Minister Stanis-
lav Kociolek, who had flown
to the strike-torn Baltic port
from Warsaw to make his

. appeal for a return to work.

The regime, which had
denounced the demonstrators
as ‘hooligans’ is now to
reward them with wage in-
creases!

Any apparent concessions
by the regime could -easily
encourage other Polish wark-
ers to follow the splefdid
example of their Gdansk com-
rades.

So far there has been no
reported comment by Party
leader Gomulka on the strikes.

Xmas on
the dole

MORE WORKERS will be spending this
Christmas on the dole than in any other year
since 1940—the end of the great depression.

Nearly 620,000 men and
women were out of work on
December 7 according to
government figures released
yesterday.

This means meagre celebra-
tions next week for 27 out of
every 1,000 workers because
during Christmas 1970 they
will have no money and will
be chasing a job.

Working people in the
depressed areas of the country
face even more shocking
hardship. :

In Ulster male unemploy-
ment is now 9 per cent. In
other words almost one in
every ten bread winners will
only have social security to

The Polish Stalinists, in

Make agreements
legally binding

- CBI

AFTER Wednesday’s Gen-
eral Council meeting, where
the TUC reiterated its de-
cision to confine protest
against the Tory Industrial
Relations Bill on January 12
to meal-breaks, the Con-
federation of British Indus-
try held its own meeting to
press Employment Minister
Robert Carr for changes in
the Bill.

¢ The CBI wants industry-
wide agreements to
made legally enforceable —

this would include such
agreements as the 1968 en-
gineering package deal—and
the Registrar of Trade
Unions to be given powers
to take strikers to court.

Wednesday’s meeting of
the CBI governing council
decided to mount a con-
certed campaign for these
amendments.

It is also demanding ‘the
closest and most detailed
consultations at all stages’
as the government’s code of
industrial relations practice
is drawn up. \

BY STEPHEN JOHNS

offer their wives and children.

In N England unemploy-
ment reached a 30-year record
of 4.7 per cent during the
month and the same percent-
age was recorded in Scotland
where an extra 10,600 workers
have joined the queue at the
labour exchange since Sep-
tember.

The trend, say experts, will
continue to climb. The in-
crease in the wholly unem-
ployed between November
and December was 17,742;
normally the figure rises by
only 7,000.

For those out of work the
chances of getting employment
become more and more re-
mote.

A feature of Decembers
figures was the sharp decrease
in the number of vacancies
which were 16,787 less than
in November. This means that
three workers are chasing
every offered job.

In all the decrease in the
numbers of vacancies has
doubled over the three months
September to December com-
pared with the previous six.

The mid-winter unemploy-
ment now seems certain to
exceed the last peak recorded
in the hard winter of 1962-
1963. A figure of over three-
quarters of a million in late
January or February is not
inconceivable.

FROM BOB ARCHER

STRIKING turbine-blade
polishers from Rolls-Royce’s
Derby group of factories meet
today to consider next steps

in a six-week-old grading
strike.

Despite company threéats
against their jobs, the 170

men are determined to win.
Members of the strike com-

mittee emphasize that the
strike, which arose out of
attempts to impose a job-

evaluation and Measured-Day
Work scheme in the factories,
involves defence of rights
and status the men have en-
joyed for many years.
Polishers have to be able to
use sophisticated engineering
machinery and have always
been classified as skilled men,
although they have not neces-
sarily served apprenticeships.

New class’

Now that job-evaluation and
Measured - Day Work have
been introduced into the
group, the men are to be
classed as seémi-skilled and
face a drop in wages of up to
£8 after a period of 21
months.

‘We understand that we can
never be called time-served
men, but under the 1966
agréement we have skilled
status in our own right,’ strike
committee member Mr
Gilmore told Workers Press.

‘Now under job-evaluation
they want to pay us as “other
skilled”—but the grading is
not there.’

‘Men at Coventry doing the
same work as us are classed

‘@ PAGE FOUR COL. 8

Rudi Dutschke with his wife Gretchen (left) outside the Tribunal hearing yesterday.

Dutschke
appeal soon

to be secret?

EVIDENCE alleging that former W German
student leader Rudi Dutschke was in touch with
subversive groups is to be heard in secret by
a five-man tribunal composed of former legal,
military and diplomatic chiefs.

This was made clear at the
first session of Dutchke’s
appeal to stay in Britain yes-
terday by Attorney-General
Sir Peter Rawlinson QC, who
is presenting the Home Office
case against him.

Open disclosure of the
evidence would be ‘contrary
to the interest of national
security and could not be pre-
sented in public hearing with-
out damage to the public in-
terest’, he claimed.

WIFE’S PLEA

Opening his appeal on
Dutschke's behalf, Mr Basil
Wigoder QC read a plea from
Dutschke’s wife referring to
the hardship suffered after her
husband was shot in the head
in W Berlin in April 1968.

She also spoke of her fear

of threats from ‘foes ' and
from friends’.
Wigoder said that since

Dutschke had been in Britain
he had had ‘many conversa-
tions with many people’.

Up to May of this year—
when he had been in Britain
18 months—there had not
been a single complaint from
the Home Ofﬁce -about his
behaviour.

National secunty and politi-
cal activities in connection
with Dutschke were not men-
tioned until as late as Octo-
ber, he said.

‘It was on October 29 in
parliament that for the very
first time there was ever men-
tioned in this case the words
national security and the sug-
gestion that Mr Dutschke was
an undesirable because of
grounds of a political nature.’

‘CONTACTS’

In making his decision not
to allow Dutschke to stay in
Britain, Rawlinson claimed
that Home Secretary Reginald
Maudling had taken into
account his conduct, contacts
and associations dunng the
period he had been here.

Rawlinson cited contacts
Dutschke had allegedly had
with several left-wing organiz-
ations and individuals.

Although Dutschke’s health
might not allow him to take
part in events such as demon-
strations ‘he would be a focal
point of student unrest’, Raw-
linson claimed.

Disabled
miners can
sue NCB

THIRTY-SEVEN : Durham
miners suffering from lung
disease were yesterday given
the go-ahead to sue the
National Coal Board for per-
sonal injury and negligence.

The men are suffering from
pneumoconiosis, contracted
through exposure to dust in
the pits for much of their
working lives.

At a 45-minute ngh Court
hearing before Mr Justice
Hinchcliffe, the men were
given leave to issue writs
against the NCB.

NUM solicitor Harold
Hewitt later explained that
until now miners forced to
retire because of pneumo-
coniosis received a disable-
ment pension from the Minis-
try of Social Security.

Airport unions boycott talks

AIRPORT workers are to
continue their work-to-rule
after yesterday’s decision by
their unions to boycott pay
talks until there is an im-
proved offer from employers.

‘The unions said after yes-
terday’s meeting of the

national joint council for
civil aviation that the ban
on casual overtime would
now be extended to rostered
overtime as the employers
had refused to go beyond
their offer of a 4} per cent
pay increase.

Another
attack on

‘Cancer
Ward’
author

IN THE MOST vitriolic attack
yet made on the Soviet Nobel
Prizewinning author Alexan-
der Solzhenitsyn, yesterday's
‘Pravda’ described his works
as ‘poison pen writings against
the Soviet people’.

The article, signed I. Alexan-
drov—a name used only for
the most important policy
statements — slandered Solz-
henitsyn as a ‘spiritual internal
emigrant, alien and hostile to
the whole life of the Soviet
people’.

It also dismissed reports of
divisions amongst Soviet in-
tellectuals.

There was only a ‘pitiful
handful of renegades begging
for whisky and cigarettes in
exchange for dirty inventions’.

It is difficult to see why
such prominence should be
given to this ‘pitiful handful’
if they are so small and
insignificant as ‘Pravda’ sug-
gests.

Alexandrov—who we can
be sure has to beg for neither
his whisky nor his cigarettes—
in fact adopts the tone of a
frightened bureaucrat.

Nixon
warned
on Indo-

China cash

A LENGTHY military aid
programme along with eco-
nomic assistance will be
needed if the United States is
to shore up the crumbling
Cambodian regime of Lon Nol,
the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee was warned yes-

, terday.
The warning came as
National Liberation Front

forces renewed their attacks
on US and puppet troops in

. several parts of Vietnam and

Cambodia.

Two Senate staff 1nvest1ga-
tors highlight the weakness
of President Nixon’s vaunted
Vietnamization programme.

If the programme is tied
to the Cambodian government
staying in office, as Nixon has
said, the report asks, could
the programme continue if the
Lon Nol government fell?

The report concludes that
a rajor programme of military
and economic aid will be
needed if Lon Nol is to be
kept in office and the Viet-
namization programme con-
tinued.

Campaign

In Cambodia itself, S Viet-
namese paratroops who were
flown into central Cambodia
earlier this week began a
‘search-and-destroy’ operation
in an effort to clear the vital
strategic Highway six, held
for months by National Liber-
ation Front troops.

American jets were reported
to have used bombs and
napalm to support Cambodian
troops against an estimated
3,000 NLF force.

NATIONAL Union of Bank
Employees, which has been
fighting for recognition, yes-
terday claimed it was now
established as a negotiating
body in all the clearing banks.
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All Trades
Unions Alliance

Second Annual
Conference
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THE CHARTER OF
BASIC RIGHTS

The right toa job to strike and
orgamze, to retain gains made,
to fair prices, to welfare benefits

and to decent housing.

» Defend and maintain these rights in a fight to
¢ force the Tories to resign.

BIRMINGHAM
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Digbeth Civic Hall,
Digbeth 10.30. am

For delegates’ or visitors credentials send 5s
to Alan Wilkins, ATUA secretary, 53 The Hiron,
Styvechale, Coventry.
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THE PLUMMETING morale
and stiffening resistance to
discipline and combat
amongst US Army draftees
is forcing the Pentagon to
‘'make concessions which
would make John Wayne
turn purple. ~

As this column reported two
weeks ago draftees get Kkilled in
Vietnam at nearly double the rate
of enlisted men and react every
day in refusals to engage the
National Liberation Front forces

and by dealing ruthlessly with
over-eager officers.

All-volunteers

The Pentagon’s cherished hope
is to achieve an all-volunteer
force by mid-1973 — volunteers
who are maqre amenable to the
war than present combatants.

But this enlistment drive takes
place in face of unprecedented
antagonism to the war. So
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military chiefs are trying to bend
to the times.

Army Chief of Staff General
William Westmoreland has issued
an unprecedented . series of
directives to ease the soldiers’ lot.

He ruled that most reveille
formations—often held at 5.30
a.m.—should go, along with
travel away from base restrictions.

Most unprecedented of all, he
sanctioned the serving of beer
in mess halls and the installation
of beer-vending machines in
barracks.

At Fort Ord in California
sergeant-major style discipline
has been replaced with a ‘merit
system’.

Trainees collect points on
‘merit cards’ and trade them in
for cinema and off-post privileges.

At Fort Carson, Colorado,
Fourth Infantry Division soldiers
not only have go-go girls in their
service clubs but a five-day week
and the services of a ‘Halfway
House’ far drug addicts and an

enlisted men’s council for airing
grievances.

The Army is, in any case,
following in the footsteps of its
main rival for recruits—the Navy.

New Chief of Naval Operations
Admiral Elmo Zumwalt is con-
ducting a highly-publicized cam-

paign against ‘Micky Mouse’
regulations.
6 b
Z-grams

In four months Zumwalt has
sent out more than 50 ‘Z-grams’
detailing measures to improve
the ‘quality of Navy life in all
respects and [to restore] the fun
and zest of going to sea’.

Zumwalt has sanctioned beer
and spirits in barracks and in
his most well known Z-gram
(or ‘Marks of Zorro’ as sailors
call them) he ordered no sailor
should have to queue for longer
than a quarter of an hour for
anything.

Zumwalt has also gone one up
on the Army on regulations
against long hair and beards.

REFLEX
ACTION?

SECRETARY of State William
Rogers has told journalists of
an informal exchange with
Presidential adviser Henry Kis-
singer.

Rogers asked Kissinger for his
opinion of the Indianapolis 500
(the famous motor race).

Kissinger’s reply: ‘They’re all
guilty’.

WITH THE TIMES

The Army is lax on the former,
but stops at beards. Zumwalt
went all the way and commented:

‘I have yet to be shown how

- neatly-trimmed beards and side-

burns or neatly trimmed Adpm
haircuts contribute to military
delinquency or detract from a
ship’s ability to carry out its
combat function.’

Maybe. But haircuts and beards
are more than optional hairstyles
and in the context of anti-war
moods among troops become
symbols of revolt against Nixon’s
war or simply symptomatic of
general discontent.

So when the Army lifts re-
strictions and relaxes discipline
it is ducking out of a confronta-
tion which could completely
undermine its forces.

The Calley trial reminds us
that the Pentagon and the White
House want an Army able to
implement imperialism’s genocidal
war strategy with as little
questioning in the ranks as
possible.

THE REFUSAL of the
United States Communist
Party to sponsor the Juan
Farinas Defence Committee
is very much in the tradition
of this Stalinist-led organ-
ization.

After nearly a month of
deliberation the Communist Party
has refused to sponsor the
Committee because it is ‘not
broad enough’.

Juan Farinas, a young worker
at Columbia and supporter of the
Trotskyist Workers League, faces
frame-up charges of violation of
the military conscription law—
the Selective Service Acts.

A very broad list of sponsors
are willing to defend Farinas as
a class-war victim for his oppo-
sition to the Vietnam war.

Among the sponsors are lead-
ing trade wunionists; in the
Spanish community the Young
Lords Party and the Puerto
Rican Student Union; New York
Regional SDS, Student Mobiliza-
tion Committee, Black Panther
Party, American Servicemen's

US Round-up

Stalinists scab
on Farinas

Union and even the Communist
Party’s youth wing, the Young
Workers Liberation League.

The Communist Party stands
alone with the Pabloite Socialist
Workers’ Party and its Young
Socialist Alliance in refusing to
sponsor Farinas’s defence.

The Communist Party does this
because of hatred of Trotskyism.

During the last war 200 unions
supported the 18 Minneapolis
Trotskyists—the first victims of
the anti-labour Smith Act.

The Communist Party not only
refused to support the case but
actively endorsed the prosecution.

COLLEGE
CRISIS

US CAMPUSES . face their
‘greatest crisis in the 330
years since the founding of
Harvard because of a crippl-
ing shortage of money’, says
Clark Kerr, head of the
Carnegie Commission on
Higher Education.

The Commission has reported
evidence that the financial suqgeeze
is becoming worse. At least 21
colleges and universities have

‘Problems of Socialism Today’

by Santiago Carrillo
Lawrence and Wishart 15s

THIS BOOK has little to do with the problems of
socialism. Written by the General Secretary of the
Spanish CP it is a lengthy justification of the oppor-
tunist policies of Carrillo’s leadership.

Carrillo’s main argument,
which he returns to repeat-
edly is that there must be
no struggle for socialism in
Spain.

He insists that the goal of the
anti-Franco movement must be a
democratic, capitalist  Spain.
Everything else—the alliance with
the Catholic Church, the capital-

ists and sections of the military
flows Trom this perspective.

Carrillo’s programme is based

on the ‘Popular-Front’ policies
applied during the 1936-1939
civil war. :

Then, following the line laid
down by the Seventh (1935)
Congress of the Gommunist
International, the Spanish CP°
formed a coalition with capital-
ist parties on a programme of
democratic reforms.

Far from deepening the spon-
taneous workers’ revolt against
Franco, the Stalinists steadily
helped the ‘Popular Front’ to
whittle away all its gains.

As a result of this counter-
revolutionary policy Franco’s vic-
tory was inevitable. So was the
murder of revolutionary workers
by Stalin’s GPU agents in Spain.

Though he claims to oppose
Stalinism, Carrillo serves up the
same policy that betrayed the
Spanish workers to Franco more
than 30 years ago.

Man of

reaction

Carrillo’s ‘Popular Front’ goes
under the name of ‘National
Reconciliation’, a policy which
recommends unity ‘with sections

(i

whose convictions are very far
removed from our own’. (p. 16.)

Just how far becomes clear
when Carrillo lists them:

‘The book, “Letters -from the
Spanish People”, published by
Sefior Gil Robles and a group
of political friends of the former
leader of the CEDA could repre-
sent a positive contribution to
this renewal of the political
atmosphere . . .’

Who was Gil Robles? And
what was the CEDA?

In ‘Spain 1936-1939’, by the
two Spanish CP leaders Jose
Sandoval and Manuel Azcarate,
published in 1963, we read:

‘The main forces of Spanish
reaction sought to gain power
by other means, using obsten-
sibly legal channels. For this
they relied principally on the
CEDA, the clerical-fascist party
%ed li'>33/ )the lawyer Gil Robles . . .
p. 13.

Three years later, in her auto-
biography ‘They Shall Not Pass’,
the Stalinist veteran Dolores
Ibarruri (‘La Pasionaria’) wrote:

‘Gil Robles . . . was a man of
reaction, representing govern-
ment repression, a combination
Thiers and Gallifet’. (p. 186.)
Thiers and Gallifet were the main
force behind the massacre of the
Paris Communards in 1871.

Carrillo says that Robles and
his book ‘reflect a considerable
evolution in some personalities
of the Right’. (p. 16.) This is
the essence of Stalinist ‘Popular-
Front’ thinking.

The movement of forces in
Spain is not subjected to class
analysis, but is judged from the

* standpoint of formal declarations

for or against Franco.

Certain ruling class groups are
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strategy
for defeat
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and will move away from Franco,
only to prepare a new capitalist
regime to replace him when he
dies or is overthrown.

And this is what Robles is
doing. Carrillo acknowledges this
when he quotes from Robles:

‘The alternative is plain: either
a radical transformation by an
evolutionary path, or else
violent revolution.’

Here is the common ground
shared by the old clerical-
fascist Robles and the leader-
ship of the Spanish CP: they
both fear revolution.

Carrillo, tactfully silent on the

reaction. He does not deny the
strength of their case:

¢ “Qur” sectarian individuals. ..
are not short of arguments and
reasons. Without needing to go
back as far as the burning of the
inquisition, they remember that
in their own village, in 1936, the
fascists concealed weapons in the
church and fired from the church
tower with machine-guns; they
recall the frenzied priests who
hastened to take up arms against
the Republic, fighting rifle in
hand. They recall those who,
with their crucifixes, broke the
teeth of dying men who would
not agree to make confession’.
(p. 32)

Despite these terrible counter-
revolutionary acts against the
working class, Carrillo calls for
a ‘dialogue’ with the hierarchy!

He claims that the more
‘liberal’ strands of Catholic
faith are °‘no longer precisely
what Marx called the opium of
the people’.

SANTIAGO CARRILLO

massacre of the Asturian miners
carried out under the Robles
regime in October 1934, merely
reproaches him as belated con-
vert to democracy:

Fascist
rebellion

‘The evolution of Gil Robles’
positions is considerable, so
much so that if in 1934 the
right-wing force which he headed
had taken up the stand he now
upholds, then there would have
been no revolutionary movement
in October of that year, nor
would there have been a fascist
ll'ebellion in July 1936 . . .” (p.

In other words, if only fascists
were not fascists, the working
class would not be provoked into
revolution. This is the theme of
the book.

Dealing with the Church, he
attacks ‘diehards’ in his own
ranks who still insist that religion
and the church are forces of

He goes even further than this.
Contradicting Lenin’s principle
that philosophy cannot be
divorced from political ques-
tions, Carrillo asserts:

‘No one doubts that in the
philosophical field deep divergen-
cies exist between ourselves and
this seéction of the “prophetic
church”, between Marxism and
religion. . [But] it is my
belief that no one will be scan-
dalized if I add that on other
aspects of ideology a complete
identity of judgement may be
reached. (Emphasis added.) To
emphasize his point, he adds:

‘There are zones of Marxist-
Leninist ideology in which there
is possible, not simply co-
existence, but concurrence,
which renders practical collabo-
ration more feasible.’ (p. 39.)

Marxism
chopped up

In the style of anti-communjst,
bourgeois, sociologists Carrillo

_dictatorship,

chops Marxism up into separate
compartments — its dialectical-
materialist world outlook, which
Catholics will naturally reject,
and other ‘zones’, where total
agreement is possible.

Philosophical developments,
instead of being one of the main
springs of revolutionary prac-
tice, are treated as secondary.

If thoroughgoing idealists of
the Catholic hierarchy can arrive
4t the same political and ideo-
logical positions as dialectical
materialists, what then is the
function of philosophy?

Carrillo’s position is the anti-
thesis of Marxism. This is all the
more spectacular in that he
makes his approach to the long-
est established bastion of ideal-
ism—the Catholic Church.

Spain is on the brink of a
revolutionary crisis. To fight its
way to power, the working class
and its allies in the countryside
need, above all else, a party
based on Marxist theory, a party
clear on the philosophical issues
slurred over by Carrillo and
company in their ‘dialogue’ with
the Church.

That is why Carrillo’s book
is so important. The programme
he advances can have only one
effect. That is to contain and
betray the working class to its
enemies just as his party did in
1936-1939.

Nothing would suit the Span-
ish capitalists more than to have
an alternative to the Franco
regime waiting in the wings,
with deep roots in the working
class as well as firm links with
the Church, the army and, of
course, the political spokesman
of the more ‘liberal’ trends in
Franco’s own party.

Greater
repressions

By providing these groups with
radical and even socialist creden-
tials, the Stalinists aid this
strategy more effectively than
the capitalist class can do on its
own.

This is why, as Carrillo
observes with unconscious irony,
‘The near-collapse of the Franco
the proximity of
political change, means that vari-
ous sections of the bourgeoisie
are beginning to view the com-
munist phenomenon more
calmly’. (p. 94.)

Carrillo’s, policies are tailor-
made for such a development.
Robles said it is either evolution
or revolution.

But there is no future for a
‘derhocratic’ capitalist regime in
Spain. Along with more-advanced
imperialist countries, the world
crisis will drive the ruling class
towards greater repressions. That
is the meaning of the Burgos
trial.

‘liberal’

The alternative to

Franco is a carefully-baited trap .

for the working class.

And the Stalinists, whether
pro-Moscow, or ‘liberals’ like
Carrillo, are leading the work-
ing class right into it.

At the end of his book,
Carrillo justifies his opportunist
turn towards many of Franco’s
old allies, and observes:

‘Look what is happening in our
country; even the Falangists [the
Spanish fascist party] are begin-
ning to call themselves socialists!
So did Hitler’s ‘National Social-
ists’.

The road to socialism in
Spain will only be travelled in
a Dbitter struggle against every
theory and policy presented by
Carrillo in this book.

recently gone out of business
or been absorbed by larger
institutions. The report estimates
540 campuses are cutting back
while twice this number may
soon follow suit.

They have been hit by rising
costs which have overtaken in-
come from gifts, grants and
government finance.

Among the institutions either
‘headed for trouble’ or ‘in finan-
cial difficulty’ are such eminent
places as Berkeley, Harvard,
Michigan and Stanford.

Many colleges have stopped
trimming their hedges and wash-
ing windows. Others are cutting
scholarships.

St Louis University has
scrapped its aeronautical science
and dentistry schools and cut
down on 40 academic staff.

As a member of the Carnegie
Commission put it: most US
campuses ‘face serious problems
of retrenchment and readjust-
ment’,

But retrenchment is going on
in more than one sense. Much
more significant than dirty win-
dows and straggling hedges is
the cut-back at Berkeley.

Berkeley has for years been
the scene of violent clashes be-
tween student militants - and
authority. v
~ Many a bourgeois has thought
he detected a correlation between
the teaching of the social sciences
and militancy. .
" It, surely, cannot be accidental
that at Berkeley authority decided
that the best way to save a few
dollars was to axe the social
science research institute.

And again during the McCarthy
witch-hunts hundreds of unions
backed the Trotskyist and legless
war veteran, James Kutcher, in
defending him against govern-
ment victimization.

The Communist Party refused
to support the campaign. -

The life imprisonment threat
to farm workers’ leader Chavez
is the latest warning that all
trade unionists and militants face
long jail sentences during the
coming struggles.

The Stalinists have shown
they will scab on the principle
of working-class solidarity in
face of attacks from the enemy
class.

They are tied to reformist,
Popular Front-type politics which
leads them into support for so-
called liberal Democrats, such as
Shirley Chisholm, in elections.

The Stalinists propose to work
with her and the Black Panthers
on liberal protests against re-
pression and not on a class basis.

The results of such a policy
were clearly seen in the case of
the New York Tombs prison
inmates.

Chisholm broke her promises

of no reprisals once Mayor
Lindsay moved against the prison
rebellion leaders.

The Socialist Workers’ Party
agrees with the Stalinists on
insisting on the liberal-protest
character of the defence of class-
war victims.

On the contrary, Farinas’s
defence is part and parcel of
the fight against the Indo-China
war and all the anti-working
class policies of the Nixon
Administration,
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London. 10.30 Thriller. ‘Storm Warn-
Jdng’. With Ginger Rogers, Ronald
Reagan, Doris Day and Steve Cochran.
A woman is terrorized after witnessing
a murder. 12,05 News. 12.15 Weather.
Action 70.

HARLECH: 3.15-4.00 London. 4.18
Women only. 4.40 London. 4.55 Bugs
Bunny. 5.20 Is that a fact. 5.50 Lon-
don. 6.01 Report West. 6.18 Report
Wales. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Film:
“The Fastest Gun Alive’. With Glenn
Ford and Jeanne Crain. An outlaw

8.30 London. 9.00 Hawaii five-o. 10.00

service as above except: 5.20-5.50 Am

forces a showdown with a storekeeper.
London. 10.30 John Morgan. 11.15
Edgar Wallace. 12.15 Weather.
HTV (West) colour channel 61 as
above _except: 4.16-4.18, 6.01-6.35
Report West. 10.30-11.15 Aquarius.
HTV (Wales) colour channel 41 and
HTV (Cymru/Wales) black and white

y gorau. 6.01-6.18 Y dydd.

ANGLIA: 3.15 London. 4.00 Granny
gets the point. 4.25 News. 4.35 Rom-
{er room. 4.55 Lost in space. 5.50

ondon. 6.00 About Anglia. 6.35
Crossroads. 7.00 Music match. 7.30
Avengers. 8.25 London, 9.00 Hawaii

five-o. 10.00 London. 10.30 ‘Fanatic’.
With Tallulah Bankhead, Stefanie
Powers and Peter Vaughan. A girl
visits the mother of her dead fiance
and gets imprisoned by a religious fan-
atic. 12.20 Living word.

ATV MIDLANDS: 3.49 Horoscope. 3.52
Women today. 4.10 Peyton Place. 4.40
London. 4.55 Land of the giants.
5.50 London. 6.00 ATV today. 6.35
Crossroads. 7,00 From a bird’s eye
view. 7.30 Department S. 8.25 London.
9.00 Marcus Welby MD. 10.00 Lon-
don. 10.30 Baron. 11.30 Midland mem-
ber. 11.45 Object in view, weather.

ULSTER: 4.15 Enchanted house. 4.30
Romper room. 4.50 News. 4.55 Lost in
space. 5.50 London. 6.00 UTV reports.
6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Ev. 7.30 Laredo.
8.30 London. 9.00 Department S. 10.00
London. 10.30 Deadline. 11.00 Film:
‘Night of the Hunter’. With Robert
Mitchum, Shelley Winters and Lillian
Gish. In a small Virginian town
of the 1930s Ben Harper is arrested
for murder.

YORKSHIRE: 3.15 London. 4.00
Houseparty. 4.15 Pinky and Perky.
4.30 Matinee. - 4.55 Land of the
giants. 5.50 London. 6.00 Calendar,
weather. 6.30 Wendy and me. 7.
Wheel of fortune. 7.30 On the buses.
8.00 Hawaii five-o. 8.55 Edgar Wal-
lace. 10.00 London. 10.30 Yorksport.
11.00 Big valley. 11.55 Weather.

GRANADA: 4.10 News. Peyton Place,
4.40 London. 4.55 Thunderbirds. 5.50
London. 6.01 Newsday. 6.25 Put it in
writing, 6.35 Film: ‘Knights of the
Round Table’. With Robert Taylor
and Ava Gardner. Story of Arthur
Pendragon’s claim to the throne of
England. 8.25 London. 9.00 Depart-
ment S. 10.00 London. 10.30 Edgar
Wallace., 11.35 Whiplash.

BORDER: 4.10 News. 4.12 Nanny and
the professor. 4.40 London. 4.55 Land
of the giants. 5.50 London. 6.00
News. Lookaround. 6.35 Crossroads.
7.00 Wheel of fortune. 7.30 On the
buses. 8.00 Man in a suitcase. 9.00
Human jungle. 10.00 London. 10.30
Thriller: ‘The Yellow Canary’. With
Pat Boone, Barbara Eden and Steve
Forrest. The son of a Hollywood sing-
ing idol is kidnapped. 12.10 News,
weather.

TYNE TEES: 4.35 News. 4.40 London,
4.55 Thunderbirds. 5.50 London. 6.00
Today at six. 6.30 Avengers. 7.30 On
the buses. 8.00 Hawaii five-o. 9.00
Best pair of legs in the business.
10.00 London. 10.30 Movie: ‘Cass
Timberlane’. With Spencer Tracy and
Lana Turner. Judge Cass Timberlane
marries  young Marshland.
12.35 News.

SCOTTISH: 3.40 Dateline. 3.50 Horo-
scope. 3.52 Women today. 4.15 Pinky
and Perky. 4.25 Crossroads. 4.50 Joe
90. 5.20 Cartoon. 5.50 London. 6.00
Dateline. 6.30 Film: ‘High Wall’. With
Robert Taylor and Audrey Totter.
8.25 London. 9.00 Baron. 10.00 Lon-
don. 10.30 In camera. 11.05 McCue’s
music. 11.35 Late call.

GRAMPIAN: 3.49 News. 3.52 Women
today. 4.15 Pinky and Perky. 4.25
Rumblie jumblie. 4.50 Cowboy in
Africa. 5.50 London. 6.00 News,
weather. 6.10 Ask George Kidd. 6.35
Crossroads. 7.00 London. 7.30 Love,
American style. 8.25 McCue’s music.
9.00 Marcus Welby. 10.00 London,
10.30 Tales of unease. 11.00 Avengers.
Road and ski report.
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Berniard Franks analyses power indusiry productivity

IN THE 1890s most major towns in Britain had an
electric power source either privately or municipally
owned. By 1900 it was clear that electricity would
be a fundamental source of power.

It was soon realized that in place of the local
stations there must be a national standardized system
generating at a standard frequency and the 1926
Electricity Supply Act set up a Central Electricity
Board and began the building of a national grid.

Following nationalization in 1947, the present system of
a Central Electricity Generating Board (CEGB) bulk-
supplying 12 local area boards and presided over by an

Electricity Council was devised.

Moscow

Radio man
boasts of
‘improved

relations’

INVASION of Czechoslovakia in 1968 had cleared
the way for the good relations now being established
between the Soviet government and NATO, Mos-
cow Radio’s Professor Lev Sheidin claimed in
London on Wednesday night.

Speaking to a meeting of
the British-Soviet Friendship
Society, he emphasized that
1970 had seen the most
rapid improvement in rela-
tions between E and W
Europe since the end of the

war.

France, W Germany and Italy
were working very closely with
the Soviet government on politi-
cal, technical and economic ques-
tions, despite their capitalist
nature.

The British government was
also improving its relations with
Moscow—particularly in the field
of trade. This was a promising
step forward, Sheidin added.

Explain
In question time, he was asked
to explain how collaboration
between the governments of E
and W Europe aided the struggle
of the Basque people against

Franco, the Ulster workers
against the Tories and the
Czechoslovaks against the

Kremlin occupation.

Neither had there been any
mention of socialism in the pro-
fessor’s talk, a questioner added.
Would not European security
result in the stifling of the class
structure and the fight for social-
ism?

Sheidin rather tartly informed
his questioner that he was mixing
up two entirely separate ques-
tions: the class struggle, which
could not be stopped, and the
struggle for collective security.

Open to all

Franco Spain—along with all
the other capitalist regimes of W
Europe—would have to take part
in the projected conference,
which was open to all 35 Euro-
pean nations, plus the USA and
Canada.

Together with his remarks on
the occupation of Czechoslovakia,
his frank admission helped to
clarify his completely middle-
class audience on the real mean-
ing of European security.

This — as the questioner sug-
gested is an agreement between
Stalinist bureaucrats and Euro-
pean capitalists to maintain law
and order throughout the con-
tinent.

First victims of this strategy
were the French and Czech
workers in 1968.

Preservation

Now it is the turn of the
working class in Spain and
Poland, whose struggles against
Franco fascism and Stalinist
bureaucracy headed by Gomulka
must be beaten back if ‘collective
security’ is to be preserved in
Europe.

Every day this counter-revolu-
tionary policy becomes clearer.

No wonder Professor Sheidin
boasted that the majority of
capitalist powers today welcome
the Moscow plan for continental
class-collaboration.

Piecework
dispute at CAV

MANAGEMENT at CAV’s
Acton, London, factory have hit
out at trade union organization
on the site by clocking out and
sending home two workers over
a piecework dispute.

The two men are now being
paid by a levy on the wages of
members of the machines and
switchgear department,

Certain jobs are paid at rates
fixed by a piecework vetting
committee.

Management would not allow
the two men to move to alter-
native work, and they were work-
ing on time-rate before they were
clocked out. :

Since the 1950s develop-
ment of electric furnaces, a
wide range of electric hand
tools and of mechanization
and automation has brought a
whole range of industries not

previously electrified into
heavy dependence on electric
power.

These include building, steel-
making, postal sorting and office
work. The electrification of farm-
ing, in particular of mass produc-
tion of livestock and of the
dairy has brought even this,
apparently independent industry
under its sway.

Other systems of power, oil-

firing and gas, are often electri-

cally monitored and controlled
and the advent of control com-
puters has completely cemented
the reliance of hundreds of
industrial processes on the
national grid.

But even with the massive
increase of dependence on elec-
tricity, the amount of generating
plant began in the late 1960s
seriously to outstrip demand and
a situation of ‘over-capacity’
occurred. *

Fewer workers

While on the one hand ‘too
much’ plant was created, on the
other hand millions have been
spent on new equipment to
make generating more economi-

~all'types of deals
160 pages lllus. 3s 6d

~ Available from Workers Press, -

186a, Clapham High St, London, SW4.

PUBLIC LECTURES

The importance of Marxist philosophy in the
building of the revolutionary party.

Lectures by C. Slaughter (Central Committee
member of the Socialist Labour League)

NEWCASTLE : Hotspur Hotel,

December 20.

Haymarket, 7.30 p.m. Sunday.

BRISTOL: Building and Design Centre, Colston Ave., Bristol 1.

8 p.m. Thursday, December 17.

Lectures by G. Healy (national secretary of the
Socialist Labour League)

SOUTHAMPTON : Polygon Hotel, the Polygon, 7.30 p.m.

Sunday. Décember 20.

BEXLEYHEATH: Roberts Hall, Christchurch, Broadway, 8 p.m.

Tuesday. December 22.

ACTON: Oddfellows Hall, Fletcher Rd, W3. 8 p.m. Thursday,

Dgcember 17.

Lectures by M. Banda (Editor of Workers Press)
BIRMINGHAM : Digbeth Hall, 8 p.m. Monday. December 21.

|cal — to produce more power

with fewer workers on the job.
Some of the recent developments
which  contribute both to
increased output and to loss of
jobs include:

@ A higher capacity grid

Following the recent comple-
tion of 7,000 miles of 400,000-
volt supergrid the experts are
considering the problems of
erecting a million volt transmis-
sion system.

@ Development of
bigger generating
units

In 1948 the individual genera-
tors were on average 60 mega-
watts. Recently 500 megawatt
sets have been put into service
which require considerably less
manpower per unit for operation.

An example of this reduced
manning was given in the elec-
tricians’ union magazine ‘Contact’
last year by the late President
Leslie Cannon.

‘The average manning level for
the 50 megawatt stations is in
the range of 80 to 120 members
of the industrial staff, while for
the 2,000 megawatt stations it is
of the order of 580 members,
which means in effect that the
old stations require 160 to 240
men per 100 megawatts of capa-
city while the new stations are
being manned with 29 men per
100 megawatts.’
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Miliions have been spent on new plant like the atomic p
station above with the intention

RONIR

third of New York’s electricity
requirements.

Scientists also believe that vast
amounts of electricity can be
generated by quite small units if
they utilize superconductive mag-
nets.

@® Use of remote control

Monitoring and control of a
distribution network from a cen-
tral control point via telemetry
systems has been in use in
Britain since the 1930s. It has
since been developed to a high
level with introduction of solid
state electronics technology and
computers.

The area boards operate a
number of advanced computer
systems and the CEGB claims to
run the most powerful computer
in Britain,

@ Live-line working

The system of carrying out
maintenance on overhead high-
voltage cables without switching
off the supply is being intro-
duced throughout the electricity
supply regions and is reckoned
to have increased productivity
enormously wherever it has been
used.

The ‘hot-stick’ method involves
using special long-handled insu--
lated tools from insulated plat--
forms on the pylons.

The “‘bare hand’ method
requires that the worker handles
the live cables. Each linesman
has to wear a special wire-mesh

3 b
ower
of producing more power Wwith

fewer workers

Cannon was not warning or
condemning the elimination of
jobs. In the same article he
wrote of ‘over-manning and
ineffective use of labour due to
previous mismanagement’.

Experiments and discussion
are now centred around the
problems of a future 1,000 mega-
watt set, and the CEGB is work-
ing on designs for turbo-
generator units of 1,300 mega-
watts.

@ Development of
superconductors

In 1911 a Dutch physicist dis-
covered that some metals, when
cooled to 460 degrees Fahrenheit
below zero, conduct electricity
with no resistance whatsoever.

The phenomenon, called super-
conductivity, is being developed
in the USA as a method of carry-
ing power from generating sta-
tions to population centres.

Insulated

In this system metal cables are

. surrounded by a coolant of liquid

nitrogen or hydrogen enclosed in

a specially insulated casing. Such

a cable has many times the

capacity of a similar cable which
is at room temperature.

Laid below ground, this sys-
tem would replace overhead
high-voltage cables.

It has been estimated that a
single such cable could carry one-

suit. He reaches the live line
along an insulated glass-fibre
ladder and becomes charged up
to the working voltage when
contact is made.

Cable car

To examine spacers and cable
away from pylons the linesman
can use a cable car supported on
the live line.

In the United States some
technicians use this method at
750 kilovolts.

Combining these developments
with a stepped-up campaign to
extend productivity deals and
their methods, the electricity
bosses hope to cut back still
further on both industrial and
clerical workers.

The section most likely to be
denationalized if the Tories get
their way is retailing and con-
tracting work. Up to the year
ending March 1970 the 12
regional boards sold £80 million
worth of electrical appliances
through their 1,000 showrooms.

At present they account for
four-fifths of all electrical-cooker
and of storage radiator sales, one-
third of refrigerator and of
water-heating business and a fifth
of all washing machine sales.

Attacks

A ‘Financial Times' examina-
tion of the possible hiving-off of
this sector of the industry com-

mented: ‘Certainly, the pickings
are substantial enough.’

Repression of unions and of
strikes, break-up of nationalized
industries and public services,
elimination of free social ser-
vices, utilization of development
in science and automation to
eliminate jobs and create mass
unemployment, deliberate infla-
tion of prices to conform with
Common Market standards and
a blockage of wage increases are
all part of the monstrous attacks
being prepared and carried out
by the Tories.

Many of their proposals—gov-
ernment-controlled labour courts,
government control of registra-
tion of workers’ organizations,
legally enforceable agreements—
are strongly reminiscent of the
corporate state laws and decrees
laid down by Mussolini when he
took power in Italy in 1922.

In this situation ‘protest’ poli-
tice are worse than useless.
Action is needed now on the
Charter of Basic Rights issued
by the All Trades Unions Alli-
ance and a concerted drive must
be made to force the union
leaders to call a General Strike

which will make the Tories
resign.
The power workers’ leaders |

have ignominously retreated, but;

- the 'power workers -themselves" |

can play a decisive role alongside
the rest of the working class in
such an action.

A new ATUA pam
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Back-door
productivity
involved in

teachers’
pay talks

THE FIRST meeting of the working party on
teachers’ salaries takes place today and coincides with
yet another document from the teachers’ leaders,
carefully explaining the justice of the union claim.

What ‘Campaign Brief 7’
makes clear is the National
Union of Teachers’ leaders
are prepared to retreat before
the Tories on the fight for a
decent basic wage scale and
to give substantial produc-
tivity concessions to man-

agement.

The NUT is claiming a 37-per-
cent rise, but even so the basic
pay scale would only be £1,250
to £2,200 rising to £2,375 for
those with graduate allowances.

The document goes into some
detail on teachers’ pay and con-
ditions:

‘Compared with average wages,
the minimum used to approxi-
mate to the average wages. Now
there is a short fall of 30 per
cent . . .

‘. . . the average salary and
wage earners have IMPROVED
their purchasing power by

between 25 per cent and 40 per
cent.

‘On the other hand, the pur-
chasing power of all teachers has
been REDUCED by up to 30
per cent.” (p. 5.)

As the document rhetorically
inquires: ‘Is it surprising that
the teaching profession is getting
restless?’

FAR REMOVED

However, the NUT leaders are
taking part in a working party
whose job is far removed from
giving teachers a decent living
wage . . . and they know it.

‘. . . the Burnham Committee
decided to set up a working
party to consider the structural
proposals in the Teachers’ Panel
claim and the management’s pro-
posals.

‘A guarantee was given that
the concept .of the basic scale

" plus allowances, would not be

ruled out(l) in the working party
discussions.’ (p. 27.)

The management are insisting
on a restructuring of the teach-

186a Clapham High Street, London, SW4.
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ing profession, designed to limit
wage mobility and keep down
the wages bill.

In this stand they are fully
in line with the Tory govern-
ment’s proposals to fight ‘infla-
tion’ by attacking living stand-
ards.

Management negotiators will
face NUT secretary Edward Brit-
ton and his colleagues with
added confidence in the light of
the union leaders’ retreat on
wages and the fight against the
anti-union Bill.

Management envisages an
initial rise in the basic rate for
all teachers of only 74 per cent
and suggests five pay scales.

The minimum starts at £1,055
rising by increments to a maxi-
mum of £2,090 after 18 years.

These five pay scales would
replace the present system of 75
above-rate payments.

OTHER SCALES

The rates for the other scales
are: Scale 2, £1,195 to £2,130
over 18 years; Scale 3, £1,420
to £2,280 over ten years; Scale 4,
£1,850 to £2,710 over ten years
and Scale 5, £2,229 to £3,005
over eight years.

Under the employers’ pro-
posals all teachers on the basic
scale will be on Scale 1 and all
graded posts will fall into one
of the other four.

So the vast majority of
teachers will be on the lowest
scale.

This is clearly a back-door
productivity deal, in which
speed-up is introduced by forcing
teachers to compete for a limited
number of graded posts in order
to get pay increases by moving
onto another scale.

The management plan is plain,
yet the document complains that
it ‘has not declared its reason-
glsg)'behind these proposals’ (p.

It is also plain that not only
the right wing, but also the Stal-
inists are unwilling and unable
to fight the Tories.

In a letter to the ‘Teacher’
of May 1 this year, Max Morris,
Stalinist member of the NUT
executive, wrote that he was sat-
isfied with the ‘assurances’ given
by the EC that a future work-
ing party ‘would function only on
any specific quéstions . . .".

DETAILS

Indeed! But the ‘specific’
details up for discussion are how
teachers are to be hamstrung by
the Tories.

The NUT executive already
accepts the principle of grading
and its retreat on the interim
pay claim is now to be followed
by a rout in the anti-Tory fight.

The fear of betrayal was
expressed in the Young Teach-
ers’ Conference resolution in
September which demanded pri-
ority for the basic scale in the
pay talks.

Teachers must demand that
the NUT withdraws from the
working party immediately.

There must be complete rejec-
tion of the employers’ proposals
and all-out action for a substan-
tial increase on the basic scale.

Teachers must mobilize their
forces, along with all other
unionists, to force this Tory gov-
ernment to resign.
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ATUA conference tomorrow

Fight for the Charter!
Force the Tories to resign!

TOMORROW hundreds of
trade unionists from almost
every industry and occupa-
tion in the country will
gather in Birmingham to
discuss how their rights
as workers can be defended
and advanced.

The centre of the debate

will be the All Trades Unions
Alliance’s Draft Charter of
Basic Rights, and high on the
agenda will be the ways the
Tory government—now out to
destroy all the rights listed
in the Charter—can be de-
feated by the working class.
From the tremendous re-
sponse and interest shown by
workers everywhere the Alli-
ance feels sure that the cam-
paign around the Charter will

be strong enough to bring the
Tory government down, de-

" spite all its power and wealth.

Today we publish fresh
confirmation of this view
with three contributions, one
from a NE draughtsman, the
other from a London railway-
man and the third from a

. Sheffield engineer.

In addition we have heard
that the Newcastle West
branch of the Draughtsmen’s

and Allied Technicians’ Asso-
ciation have endorsed the
Charter as have the Croydon
Trades Council.

Support also comes from
the important quarterly meet-
ing of the Swindon AEF shop
stewards who backed the
Charter and agreed to have
delegates at Birmingham,

Swindon No. 10 branch of
the AEF will also be sending
an official delegation.

West Ham Trades Council
also decided unanimously at
its recent meeting to call on
affiliated members to fight for
the Charter.

Again we urge all workers
to come to Birmingham as
visitors or delegates. The
ATUA above all wants a real
discussion of their Draft Char-
ter and welcomes all amend-
ments.

A DELEGATE to both the Tyne and Blyth Con-
federation of Shipbuilding and Engineering Unions
and Sunderland Trades Council, ALAN JACKSON
is a member of the Draughtsmen’s and Allied Tech-
nicians’ Association.-He says:

I FEEL that the draft
Charter of Basic Rights
is a programme which can
unite all sections of the
working class in Britain,
when we are facing the most
vicious attacks by the
Tories, through all their
media of communication,
assisted by the reactionary
leadership of the trade
union and labour movement.
The present crisis in
Britain is the most severe
since the 1930s. Every
family is facing price in-
creases which threaten to
pauperise workers.

Since the war we have
faced regular inflation at a
rate of about 3 per cent per
year. Last year inflation was
causing a rising cost of
living of 9 per cent and no
one can be certain what
inflation will accelerate to
by next year.

The solutions to inflation
are put forward by capitalist
economists as either a
squeeze on money lending
to higher unemployment
(most certainly one million,
maybe even two million, by
next year) or a rigid in-
comes policy which will
again push down workers’
standard of living.

Neither of these policies
is acceptable to wus. The
policy for workers to defeat
inflation and unemployment
is given in the Charter of
Basic Rights. We must
achieve a sliding scale of
hours worked, to eliminate
unemployment, work shar-
ing before any redundancy
and no redundancy until
every worker is provided
with alternative employment.

There must also be a
sliding scale of wages, to
defeat the effects of in-
flation. Wages to be tied
to the cost of living with
the right to negotiate
general increases over and
above this.

The . Tories’ proposed
solution to the crisis is for
the rigid state control of
unions. At present in this
country we have legal trade
unions under the 1906

Trades Disputes Act; what
the Tories propose are
‘illegal’ trade unions.

Collective bargaining at
present depends on the
power of both sides to
negotiate, on the one side
the (biased) power of the
employer to offer work and
on the other side the power
of workers to withdraw
their labour. What is being
proposed is not only the
weakening of  workers’
power, but its destruction.

During the campaign for
the December 8 strike, I
have become more con-
vinced ‘than ever of the
treachery of the present
trade union leadership.

They refuse to fight for
industrial action against the
Bill and call for action
against the Bill on January
12 by demonstrations dur-
ing meal-breaks and after
work. Who's kidding whom?

Victor Feather has further
assured capitalism that the
true strength of workers
will not be unleashed upon
it by declaring ‘We will
fight this Bill all the way.
But we will work within
the limits of the law’.

Perhaps he forgets that
unions will be outside the
law when this Bill is intro-
duced, or, more likely,
perhaps he intends to bring
us within the law and
succumb to this repressive
legislation.

If the Industrial Relations
Bill does become law' the
only way to defeat it will
be by forcing the Tories
out of office.

I for one cannot see the

present TUC leadership
leading the fight.
The Draft Charter of

Basic Rights and the ATUA
provide the basis of organ-
ization for trade unionists
to force the leadership to
fight and get rid of the
Tories (for good).

The issues of unemploy-
ment, housing and cuts in
welfare benefits cannot be
divorced from the fight
against anti-trade ,
union legislation.

THE ONLY purpose to

which every British
worker and his family
should be firmly committed
today is thé resignation of
the present Tory govern-
ment.

Even the most apathetic
must realize the conse-
quences of Tory attacks
madé on the working class
so far, with a hell of a lot
more to come,

It doesn’t need me to
spell out the effects of their
mini-Budget and the pro-
posed anti-trade-union Bill.

This, in my view, is only
the beginning of a long
series of cuts in the living
standards of the working
class.

One of the first aims of
the Tories will be to create
mass unemployment. If they
are allowed to continue in
office, the present figure of
600,000 will look minimal
against the alarming propor-

TOM McBRIDE has been a shop steward at London’s
Paddington station for ten years and is secretary of
the station’s cartage committee. A delegate to the
influential N London district council of the National
Union of Railwaymen, he has represented his area

at the union’s national conference, he told Workers

Press:

tions they are prepared to
go to in order to defeat
workers into submissive ac-
ceptance of their policies.

Among Tories this high
pool of unemployed is an
ideal situation, their belief
being that where you have
vast numbers unemployed
those who are in work will

TORY anti-union plans open the way for large-scale
victimization of militants. Engineering union steward
ERNEST McCOURT works at Sheffield Twist Drill,
which was recently forced to return to work by the

union’s district committee after a three-day strike in

defence of its sacked convenor:

I CANNOT find any-

thing to disagree with
in the Charter: I don't be-
lieve in Measured-Day Work,
1 think unemployment
should belong to a past
era and I feel every worker
has a right to a job.

As for the Tory legis-
lation on trade unions, it’s
such as myself—as a shop
steward—who will get the
fines.

Shop stewards have to
defend the basic right to
strike. We cannot have
that taken away.

At our district committee
we called for the immediate
recall of the Trades Union
Congress on this; the TUC
wants re-calling long before
March.

There are fundamental
issues at stake. What the
Tories are proposing is

much more stringent than
‘In Place of Strife’. The
movement must call for the
resignation of the Tories.

It is a scandal the way
the Tories are hitting school-
children with the increase
in school meal prices. They
pay more than workers pay
in works canteens!

Barber ought to hang his
head in shame, taking away
the basic rights of children.

In my factory, a 19-year-
old youth has been moved
to another department. He's
not getting the bonus every-
one in this department’s on.

We're approaching man-
agement on Monday for at
least a percentage of the
bonus—that’s his basic right.

I support the Charter, and
I'll be supporting it amongst
other stewards ’
in this area.
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RATE NEWS

FALL-OUT COUNT UP

Radioactive fall-out in. Brit-
ain's air and rainwater has
risen since the middle of 1969
for the first time for several
vears, the UK Atomic Energy
Authomty says in a report
published today.

ULSTER COUNCILS AXED

Most important local-govern-
ment decisions in N Ireland
will be taken at central gov-
ernment level in future, it was
announced at Stormont yester-
day by Prime Minister James
Chichester-Clark

‘In deciding on sweeping
changes in Ulster’s local gov-
ernment (county councils are
to be axed and the number
of district councils cut from
68 to 26), the government has
followed almost to the letter
the findings of a report drawn
up by Unilever executive
Patrick Macrory.

NO ITALIAN NEWSPAPERS

Italy was without newspapérs
and radio and television
broadcasts yesterday as jour-
nalists continued their second
24-hour national strike in a
week for more pay.

XMAS LEAVE STRIKE

According to reports reach-
ing Moscow there has been
a successful strike by foreign
workers at the giant ‘Tog-
liatti’ car plant recently built
by FIAT on the Volga. 250
technical workers from W
Germany, supported by 60
workers from Britain and
France, staged a 24-hour
strike at the beginning of
this month for the right to
return home for Christmas.
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WITH one day to go’\before the All Trades Unions
Alliance’s Birmingham conference to discuss the Draft
Charter of Basic Rights we publish an interesting
criticism of the Charter’s demand for a sliding scale

of wages, pensions and prices.

It comes from a militant engineering worker who

was active in a recent and successful strike of

engineers in Kent.

He says that the concept of a sliding scale of

wages and prices ‘acknowledges that the division of

wages and profits is in a correct ratio’.

MOST agreements

already reached along
the lines of a sliding scale
have been between the less
class-orientated unions and
employers — particularly in
the civil service.

Any such national agree-
ment reached in industry
would preclude local and
factory struggles because it
would foster the illusion
that a ‘fair’ ration had been
agreed and any demands
outside of it were ‘un-
reasonable’.

The idea that the shop
stewards’ movement can and
must fight outside national
agreements is an important
principle.

This kind of successful
fight has created the wage
drift much attacked by em-
ployers, governments and
economists.

Wage drift accounts for
almost three-quarters of all
pay increases won on aver-
age. Hence the absolute
need, expressed in the Tory
and Labour anti-union laws,
for the employers and the
government to attack and
destroy the shop floor in
order to make capitalism
work.

Anything therefore that
shifts the emphasis away

*from the organization and

strength built up by the
rank and file weakens the
struggle at the point where
the ruling class most feel
it.

It is precisely here that
the trade union leaderships
are most vulnerable and

exposed on their inability to
, deliver the full fruits of
trade unionism.

So I think that the de-
mand for sliding scales—
with housewives and trade
unionists determining the
rate of increase [the Charter
demands that the sliding
scale of wages should be
fixed by trade unions in
collaboration with house-
wives—Editor] is neither
feasible nor desirable for
the working class.

Apart from the complica-
tions of arriving at figures
and then challenging the
official index for the cost-
of-living rise, the sliding
scale is an acceptance of
the position of ‘status quo’
and all the philosophy in-
volved in that acceptance.

It will shift the emphasis
of the struggle towards
demands for ‘fair’ increases
and will mislead the
workers.

In a situation where
capitalism and the ruling
class are in crisis, straight
wage demands and action
sharpen the conflicts.

In this new situation the
nature of the change be-
tween both employers and
trade unions on the one
hand, and the organized
working class on the other,
is both sharpened and clear.

That is why we must use
the organizations already
built up to fight on demands
that can be seen to offset
the Tory offensive and
that do not sow illusions.

become too afraid to par-
ticipate in any form of
action that may leave them
open to dismissal.

This is the type of fear
that will be driven into the
average worker.

The Tories boast it suc-
ceeded in the 1930s and
it can and will succeed in
the 1970s.

Well, I don’t think so.
The British worker today is
a far different proposition,
even though his trade union
leaders are not prepared to
fight. All the signs are that
he is more willing and
anxious to fight than ever.

Proof is evident by the
willing response to the call
for December 8.

1 believe the Charter of
Basic Rights contains all the
points that evéry British
worker and his family
should regard and demand
as their basic right.

So what is the answer to
the attacks of the Tories?
The workers are showing
the way at present by the
stand they are taking and

have taken — dustmen,
miners and Post Office
workers.

This, I must add, with-
out the blessing of their so-
called trade union leaders.

But I feel that the mes-
sage is getting through de-
spite all the denunciations
of the Tory press.

1 was pleasantly surprised
to hear my own union
executive voted 11-9 in
favour of supporting Decem-
ber 8. But alas, as the NUR
constitution lays down
there must be a two-thirds
majority for any strike, the
position remained unaltered.

The position of the TUC
is deplorable.

Their whole opposition to
the anti-union Bill so far is
pathetic.

All moves for an urgent
re-call immediately of the
TUC conference have fallen
on deaf ears. They now
suggest January 12 as a day
when meetings at lunch-
time and after work outside
factory gates should be
undértaken by shop stew-
ards to inform and enlighten
the membership of the ter-
rible things contained in the
anti-trade-union Bill.’

But emphasis has been
made that under no circum-
stances should work be dis-
rupted on that day. Are we
being treated as morons, or
is this the thinking of a
senile leadership within the
TUC?

Who the hell is going to
stand for this type of non-
sense ?

The workers of this land
are not, for one!

Opposition within parlia-
ment against the Tories and
their social cuts to date and
anti-trade-union Bill will
make good reading in the
national press, but that’s
about all.

It will have no effcet
whatsoever. The Tories
know they have nothing to
fear from Wilson and com-
pany and they will continué
to hive off profitable sec-
tions of the nationalized in-
dustries as they please.

Their only fear is' the
workers’ reaction to their
policies. The opposition

team against the anti-union

Bill is to be led by none

%her than Barbara Castle,
P.

In case you've forgotten,
she was the one who
thought the whole thing up
and was unsuccessful in
having her Bill read, never
mind anything else.

She reluctantly withdrew
her ‘In Place of Strife’ after
pressure from the workers,
and now she has the
audacity to get up and
oppose someéthing she was
responsible for.

Someone once said: ‘You
can fool some of the people
some of the time, but you
can’t fool all the people all
the time’. Barbara ,
Castle please note.

Loyalty'
marches as

Burgos
sentence

lelayed

SPANISH fascists were yesterday planning an
afternoon rally in Madrid as a further delay
in the verdicts at the Burgos court-martial of
16 Basque nationalists kept tension in Spain at

high pitch.

EATH

ALL BRITAIN will be cloudy at
first, with rain at times but N
Ireland, Scotland and N England
will have sunny periods and
scattered showers later.

S England the Midlands and
Wales will have a generally cloudy
daglrc,l with rain at times. 1t will be
mild.

Outlook for Saturday and Sunday:
Rather cloudy with some rain at
times.

Nigerian
trlke
ban renewed

THE decree banning strikes
and lockouts throughout
Nigeria has been renewed for
another year by the Federal
government.

Major-General Gowon has
asked trade union leaders to
‘exercise patience’ over their
demand for an interim pay
award, and called on jour-
nalists ‘to use their skill and
calling to advise the masses
on the need for national unity
and solidarity’.

Ethiopian
emergency

A STATE of emergency was
proclaimed yesterday in the
N Ethiopian province, Eritrea.

A government order said
‘foreign - sponsored bandits’
were attempting to undermine
Ethiopia’s ‘sovereignty and
integrity’.

The emergency order affects
areas enclosing a six-mile belt
along the sea coast and the
border with Sudan.

The Eritrean Liberation
Front has been demanding
independence from Ethiopia,
and the movement has attrac-
ted backing from Arab states
to the North.

State Banks?
Not yet

says Perera

THE Ceylon Bandaranaike
government, a coalition of
bourgeois nationalists, Stalin-
ists and renegades from
Trotskyism, has deferred its
plans for bank nationalization.
Finance Minister Dr N. M.
Perera, a leader of the Ceylon
revisionists until his entry
into the 1964 Bandaranaike
coalition, announced this to
parliament on Wednesday.
Only days after its election
victory earlier this year, the
coalition told a delegation of
union leaders from the
plantations that tea firms
would be left in private hands.
This was soon followed by
a government statement en-
dorsing Ceylon’s existing trade
relations with S Africa.

Hospital demo

FOR THE second time in
24 hours, Grenada police used
tear gas and hoses on Wed-
nesday to beat back demon-
strators outside the Health
Ministry in the Caribbean
island’s capital of St George.

The demonstration was in
support of nurses who re-
signed from the town’s general
hospital last month as a pro-
test against bad working
conditions.

The rally, officially
approved and supported
by the government, was
being held to protest
against foreign interference
in Spanish sovereignty.

This is presumably a refer-
ence to the international storm
of protest against the Burgos
trial, which culminated in a
five-minute general strike in
France on Wednesday, and
the boycotting of Spanish
ships in French and Italian
ports.

The rally was also being
staged to show ‘unshakeable
loyalty to the Caudillo of
Spain (Franco) and to render
homage to the glorious
Spanish army and the forces
of order’.

A similar rally was held in
Burgos on Wednesday.

MEMORIAL

Yesterday's fascist march
began with a memorial mass
for Meliton Manzanas, the
San Sebastian police chief
whose execution by the left-
wing Basque nationalist organ-
ization ETA sparked a reign

of terror in the Basque
country.
Manazanas, a notorious

torturer and sadist, .is alleged
by the prosecution at Burgos
to have been executed by
some of the ETA members
now awaiting sentence.

More than a week has now
passed since the trial, but
still no sentences have been
announced. Defence lawyer
Gregorio Barba said yesterday
he had been told by a military
court official not to expect
the sentences until Saturday.

The trial has sparked off a
wave of strikes and demon-
strations inside Spain against
the regime, to which the
fascist rallies are intended as
a reply.

CRISIS

That the fascists are now
forced to hold rallies to mark
their loyalty to the regime is
a sure sign of the acute
crisis the Burgos trial has
produced in the Franco
regime.

Government
specialists

investigate

toxic

tuna

THE RESULTS of a government investigation
into possible mercury contamination of certain
tinned fish were expected yesterday, following
the withdrawal of some stocks of canned tuna
and swordfish in the United States.

Very low doses of this
poisonous metal can disrupt
the nervous system and yet
there is no internationally
accepted danger level.

Mercury is particularly dan-

gerous because it persists in
the environment and can be

ROLLS
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as skilled fitter-polishérs—and
we trained most of them!
added Mr W Lamb.

The men did not resort to
strike action until every stage
of the industry’s disputes pro-
cedure had been exhausted
and the strike was declared
official by the Transport and
General Workers’ Union and
by the National Society of
Metal Mechanics.

First strike

Most of the strikers have
served for 30 to 40 years at
Rolls-Royce.

This is the first strike they
have been involved in since
before the war.

‘Under the last productivity
agreement, we were one of the
few sections to increase pro-
ductivity and thus honour the
agreement,” said Mr H. Birkin.

‘Now in negotiations man-

gement tell us we have been
a “privileged class of people
for too long”.

fOur ‘“excessive” earnings
were blamed on the rate-
fixers, who are now there as
work-study men —so they’ll
probably make a mess of job-
evaluation tool’

Yet the Derby works’ com-
mittee has consistently re-
fused,to back the strikers.

Picket escort

I was told that in the early
stages of the strike, works’
committee members had tried
to escort lorries over the
picket lines. In many cases
the drivers — T&GWU mem-
bers — had refused to cross
on their own initiative.

The outcome of the Derby
strike will affect the status
not only of polishers else-
where in the Rolls-Royce
combine, but also the fate of
comparable grades such as
welders.

It is also a very severe test
of the up-to-now tranquil class
relations in Derby where the
relatively high wages and high
status of many workers have
made for comparative peace,
despite the industrial grime
and mean housing of the
working-class districts.

By our sclence correspondent

concentrated to a high degree
by living organisms.

It is now known that heavy
mercury compounds poured
out as industrial wastes don’t
sink harmlessly to the bottom
of lakes and rivers. Instead,
bacteria convert them into
highly toxic forms—especially
methyl mercury — which can
be obsorbed by fish and con-
centrated up the food chain.

Nerve damage

In 1959, 111 people living
near Minamata, Japan, died
or suffered serious nerve dam-
age because they ate fish
caught in an area massively
contaminated by mercury
from a nearby chemical fac-
tory.

Among the 111 were 19
congenitally defective babies
born of mothers who had
eaten the fish.

In Sweden, the wuse of
exceptionally heavy doses of
various mercury compounds
as seed dressing was pin-
pointed several years ago as
the cause of drastic declines
in bird populations.

Scientists estimate that even
if all mercury pollution were
halted now, toxic compounds
would persist for up to a
century.

Despite the warnings, it
was only in August this year
that a special inquiry was set
up in Washington and one
Senator proclaimed that in
mercury and other heavy-
metal pollution ‘we may now
be experiencing the greatest
environmental crisis in our
history’.

Senility

Scientists reported that low
doses of mercury can lead to
senility, madness and death
and that man’s intake has
multiplied tenfold over the
last 35 years.

The concentrations in fish
detected by the New York
authorities—between 0.3 parts
per million and one ppm—
are high compared with the -
unofficial level of five parts
per 100 million suggested
recently by the World Health
Organization.

In Britain, no danger level
is laid down and the Ministry
of Agriculture and Fisheries
assured us that it was ‘all a
matter of opinion’. -

All  tuna consumed in
Britain is imported with
Japan as our biggest source,
followed by Peru, Canada
and the Soviet Union.

Nearly 10,000 tons of tuna
are sold in Britain every year.

T

Support for Polish
workers
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class. Reporting Monday's
shipyard meeting, they com-
ment :

‘Unfortunately instead of
peaceful and businesslike dis-
cussions part of the
workers heeded irresponsible _

calls, abandoned work, and
went into the streets.’
Ready

All the Stalinists’ talk

about ‘anarchy’ and ‘hooli-

gans’ cannot alter the fact

tht the E .European working
class is once: again showing
itself ready to fight for the
political revolution, to ovér-
throw the Stalinist bureau-
cracy and place the national-
ized industry under workers’
management and a govern-
ment of workers’ councils.

Only the revolutionary
leadership is lacking.

Behind the haste of the
Russian and Polish bureau-
crats to conclude a ‘European
Security Pact’ and their
treacherous assistance to the
Franco regime against the
Spanish miners, lies the great

Australian radio
men win rise

INCREASES of up to £138
a year were granted yester-
day to Australia’s overseas
telecommunications staff.
The award followed Tues-
day’s strike vote by 1,000
members of the Professional

Radio Employees’ Institute
and came only hours be-

fore the strike was due to
begin.

Union leader Laurie
McGowman: said the terms
and conditions his members
had been demanding were
now conceded by the
management.

All increases are back-
dated to May 9, 1970.

threat of the proletariat in
their own countries.

The bureaucratic privileges
and the suppression of prole-
tarian democracy in these
countries make impossible the
development of the planned
economy in a way which meets
the needs of the masses, and
so the masses must suffer
répression.

Food increases are only the
latest and most severe in a
whole series of sharp rises
over the last two years.

The capitalist press be-
moans the ‘bad timing’ of the
announcement, but the fact is
that this timing must have
been forced on the bureau-
cracy by the insolubility of
their crisis.

It is now clear why
Gomulka flew last week to
Katowice to promise in-
creased meat rations to
protesting miners.

‘Reform’

It must never be forgotten
tht Gomulka was welcomed
as the ‘new’ type of Commun-
ist Party leader who, after the
1956 uprising, would lead his
country along peaceful and
tolerant roads to ‘reform’
without the bloody conse-
quences of a Hungary.

The experience has proved
conclusively that there is no
reform of the Stalinist
bureaucracy. The interests
of the working class de-
mand a political revolution
to overthrow it.

Instead of revolutionary

solidarity with the struggles
of the working class in the
caiptalist countries, the Stalin-
ist bureaucrats prefer agree-
ments with crisis-riddén capi-
talist Europe and America.

They stand in the way of
the only course which could
resolve Poland’s economic
problems — the spread of the
socialist revolution to the
advanced countries.

Every day the identity of
interest of the workers in the
capitalist countries with those
in the countries ruled by the
Stalinist bureaucracy becomes
clearer.

Heroic

The more we mount the
offensive against the Tories
here, the more we need the
building of alternative revolu-
tionary leadership and the
clearing out of the Stalinists.

By striking their heroic
blows against the bureaucracy,
the Polish workers join in the
same international struggle.

@ Long live the working
class of Poland !

The counter - revolutionary
bureaucracy which betrayed
the Spanish miners now turns
its guns on the Polish workers.

@® Down with the Stalin-
ist bureaucracy !

@ For the political revo-
lution in E Europe and the
USSR, and the social revo-
lution’ in the capitalist
countries !

Q Forward to the United
Socialist States of Europe!
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