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THE RESIGNATION of
Henry Cabot Lodge from
his post as chief US
negotiator at the Paris
peace talks on Vietnam is
yet another clear indica-
tion of the deep-going
split in the US ruling
class over the conduct of
the war.

Though Lodge gave ‘personal
reasons’ as his excuse for
resigning, his position at
the talks has been made
untenable by the massive
anti-war movement at home,
the revelations of horrible
atrocities in Vietnam, and
the continued military suc-
cesses of the National
Liberation Front.

The most decisive factor in
precipitating the crisis in
Paris, however, is the signs
of ‘the emergence of the US
working class against the

war.

This is the force which US
capitalism fears most of all,

While Nixon plans to continue
the war, big sections of US
capitalism now want an end
to what is becoming econo-
mically and politically an
explosive situation for them.

The two moratorium demon-
strations brought millions of
people onto the streets in
opposition to Nixon’s war.

In the US itself, workers took
part for the first time as
sections of their class,
marching in the demonstra-
tions behind their trade
union banners.

This opens up great prospects
for the revolutionary move-
ment.

The movement of the working
class in the US poses the
building of the Labour
Party in opposition to the
capitalist two-party system,
deeply compromised by the
Vietnam war and the attacks
on living standards,

Wilson and his government in
Britain remain the most
slavish and servile props of
Nixon's war.

When even the blue-blooded
Lodge can no longer bring
himself to carry out Nixon's
policy, Wilson bvlods dog-
gedly on in support of
capitalist barbarism in Viet-

nam.

British workers must fight
alongside the American
working class by stepping
up the fight against Wilson
and the Tories to force
Nixon to bring the Vietnam
war to an end.

NUT. eaders
flannel
it down

THE executive of the National
Union of Teachers met yester-
day to decide which schools
it would bring out on strike
during the two-week stoppages
;{lanned to begin on December

But despite the enormous
support shown for widespread
action shown during Thurs-
day’s one-day and half-day
strikes, the indications were,
as we went to press, that only
1,000 teachers would be
brought out by the executive.

The far smaller National
Association of Schoolmasters
has already announced that
500 of its members in Cam-
bridge, Ipswich, Luton, Hemel
Hempstead and St Albans will
stop work at the same time.

xford car men told:

ANEW MEASURED-DAY WORK threat took shape
in discussions between company representatives,
union officials and senior shop stewards at one of
Britain’s most militant car factories this week.

Dayworkers at Morris
Motors, Oxford, are to be
offered greater security of
employment against Iay-
offs.

But, in return, British-
Leyland proposes a package
deal comprising greater
efficiency of working to pay
for wage increases already
achieved this year, the
absorption of present incen-
tive schemes into a new
wage structure and an
annual review of wages
based on job-evaluation and
work-measurement.

This amounts to a declara-
tion of war on all the existing
conditions in the factory.

Though forced by a series
of struggles over short-time
working and lay-offs at the
factory to proceed ‘with cat-
like tread’, at the moment
British  Leyland _is clearly
being forced by sharpening
car-market competition to
prepare the ground for a
major battle against its
workers.

Concessions

A strike by Morris's pro-
duction-control workers last
week impelled the company
to consider major concessions
on the question of lay-offs.

But now it wants to use
this issne as the wedge for
its Measured-Day Work
proposals,

Greater security of employ-
ment can be guaranteed, it is
understood to have told
stewards, but only if incentive
pay is reduced in proportion
to the fall-off in output when
piece-workers are laid off.

If this principle is accepted,
the company will then feel
safe to start negotiations on
its further proposals.

These would establish work-
study as the determinant of
the numbers of workers em-
ployed on different jobs and
tie annual reviews of wages to
proven increases in efficiency
over the preceding 12 months.

It is believed that Leyland
hopes to phase in its new
wage structure starting at
the end of January next
year,

First step

The first step would be a
broad work-study assessment
of the numbers of workers
required to carry out the
company's current comple-
ment of work.

Leyland would then agree
to maintain workers for 80
per cent of their usual hours
in all conditions . . . except
if production is disrupted any-
where in the factory.

Ford workers meet this
weekend to discuss their claim
for parity with Midlands car-

JUST A WEEK AWAY

Young Socialists

GRAND XMAS
~ BAZAAR
Saturday, Nov. 29

Canning Town Public Hall
doors open 12 moon
Can you sew? knit? paint?
make something for our Bazaar?
give something towards our bazaar ?
Have you a tin of grocery? jumble?
Help us make this the best bazaar ever held !
Help us raise the money for our daily paper—
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The

latest  British-Leyland
offer is a direct Measured-Day

Werk, . 3ttack. The Oxford
car workers have shown
their militancy in defending
pay and working conditions
in meetings like the one above
in April this year on the

day-wage question.

workers {(see column three).

But British-Leyland workers
should not forget Lord
Stokes' reverse ‘parity claim’.

As British-Leyland stew-
ards have consistently
warned, every step towards

Measured-Day Work is one

step closer to Ford working-

conditions and a Ford wage-
packet!

While the present attack is
being launched by Leyland
against dayworkers, it will not
be long in coming against
piece-workers as well.

This is an issue for the
whole factory.

BY DAVID MAUDE

: '-siocial_ist _ Labour

RITISH-LEYLAND
TO PUSH M.D.W.

London
‘Evenings’
up to 6d.

LONDON'S ‘Evening News’
and ‘Evening Standard’ are
to cost 6d.—an increase of
ld.—from next Monday.

A spokesman for the ‘News’
said that spiralling costs
during the year had forced
the increase.

Container firm
may pull out

By our industrial reporter

THE OCL-ACT container
consortium is seriously con-
sidering pulling out of the
£5 million container ter-
minal at Tilbury following
London dockers’ rejection
of proposals for the imple-
mentation of Lord Devlin’s
docks
was announced yesterday.

‘modernization’, it

Since it was completed
last March, the consortium
has not been able to use its
berth because of the ban
imposed by the Transport
and General Workers’ Union’s
No 1 docks group committee.

‘Our patience is getting
exhausted’, a spokesman said
yesterday.

OCL - ACT invested
£2,500,000 in the Tilbury
terminal.

Fprd men face
big parity fight

FORD WORKERS meet in Dagenham tomorrow
to discuss their claim for parity of earnings with
the higher-paid Midlands car plants.

Together with equal pay for
Ford’s 1,800 women workers,
parity has been the main de-
mand inside the company's
plants since workers returned
to work on March 18 this
yvear after striking against
proposed ‘penal clauses’.

Now the time is rapidly
approaching when words must
be translated into deeds.

Next Friday (November 28),
the company is to give the
trade union side of its National
Joint Negotiating Committee
its reply to both demands.

Everyone knows that these
are not going to be conceded
without a bitter struggle.

Parity alone would mean
38 per cent pay increases for
the company’s 45,000 workers.

Ford’s, which is committed
to do no more than look at
the union case on this ques-
tion, has stated it will only
pay comparable local rates.

To reap the full benefits of
its new £18 million develop-
ment at Dagenham (due to
operate next year), every
opportunity must be taken by
the company to break down
the militancy of those areas
where strong shop-floor organ-
ization has been built up since

LT HITY

the 1962 rout of shop stewards.
Ford's may well see a fight
over parity as such an opport-

unity.

At the Coventry parity
conference in mid-October
some Ford workers, who

decided to strike on January
18 if the claim is not met,
gave their officials three

months to win a £10 rise.

Film studio
jobs in
danger

MGM, the US film com-
pany, is virtually certain to
close its Borehamwood film
studios which employ about
800 workers.

The expected  closure is
part of a drastic cutback in
all the company’s filming
facilities following a manage-
ment reshuffle in the US,

A.T.UA:

meetings
CANTERBURY
‘Trade unions and the
Labour government’
Monday, November 24,
8 p.m.

The Dolphin
St Radigunds

RAMSGATE
‘The next stage in the
miners’ struggle’
Tuesday, November 25
8 p.m.

Flowing Bowl
Newington Estate

BIRMINGHAM
Teachers’ meeting
‘Fight the attacks on
education’
Thursday, November 27
8 p.m.

The Wellington
Corner of Bromsgrove Street
and Bristol Road

Flood of

anger over
American
atrocities

THE US Defence Department has still refused
to comment on the flood of reports concerning
the massacres in Vietnam.

Nearly all American
newspapers have featured
eye-witness accounts of US
atrocities and the impact
of the news is already mak-

ing itself felt amongst
those who, until now,
have supported Nixon's

Vietnam policy—the ‘silent
majority’.

Many leading capitalist
politicians are already de-
manding a full inquiry into
all the allegations — no
doubt to take the steam out
of the anti-war campaign
and pin the responsibility
on military, and not govern-
ment officials

In a letter to the Senate
Armed Services Committee,

F e 2 L s

MADAME Nguyen Thi Binh,
leader of the Vietcong's
delegation at the Paris peace
talks, has said that the
US war crimes in South
Vietnam brought to light
recently ‘are omly a few

among thousands of crimes
perpetrated by the US and
its puppet administration
every day and every hour’.

She said that the atrocities
had helped to turn the
American people themselves
against the war,

The deepening demoraliza-
tion and hostility to the war
of the US troops is certainly
one of the pressures making it
impossible for the Nixon
government to suppress the
growing stream of accounts
of the massacre of Vietnamese
civilians by US forces.

Senator Charles Goodell
New York wrote:

‘Such barbarous treatment
of Vietnamese civilians can
totally destroy any credibility
the United States can claim to
have for its presence in
Vietnam.'

of

- Cynical

The real nature of the ‘anti-
war’ leaders in the two
capitalist parties is revealed
for all to see in this cynical
statement.

The Senator complains that
reports of the massacre are
undermining the ‘credibility’
of the US occupation of South
Vietnam.

So that the war can be sold

Milan police mutiny

ACCORDING to reports from
Milan, a section of the city’s
police force mutinied after
clashing with workers during
last Wednesday’s general
strike.

News of a policeman’s death
in the fighting sparked off a
mutiny in the central Milan
police station.

Shouting ‘We are not beasts,
we are human too’, they ram
to their jeeps and with sirens
screaming threatened to run
down a cordon of officers and
drive out of the building.

The motives of the police

report

involved in the mutiny are
mixed.

Right-wing elements want
firmer action against the

strikers, but others object to
being used as an anti-working-
class militia.

Interference

They claim that Wednes-
day’s fighting need never have

occurred if the demonstrators
had been allowed to march
without police interference.

The cracks in the Italian
ruling class are now Dbeing
openly reflected in its state
machine.

During the great demonstra-
tions in France last year, a
similar unrest affected the
police (not the CRS) at the
height of the crisis.

The Milan police mutiny,
whick was quelled only with
the aid of tear gas, is a sure
sign that a pre-revolutionary
situation is maturing in Italy,

By a forelgn correspondent

to the US public, the name of
the army and government will
have to be cleared and a few
scapegoats punished.

This is the type of politician
that has been trying to head

. off the anti-war movement in
the United States over the |

last year or so.

With the feeling against the
war and the barbaric deeds
of the army mounting
almost hourly, these liberal
fakers are finding it harder
and harder to control the
campaign to withdraw all US
troops from Vietnam now.

T_h; A'cjla'ily *brﬁah of the
Central Committee of the

We need
£1000
by Nov. 30

NOVEMBER 30 is the date-
line for this month’s £1,000
fighting fund.

Already contributions are
coming in and we hope that
we shall be home . and dry
during the next few days.

Our editorial staffi are ex-
tremely encouraged by the
letters of approval and support
which are a regular feature in
our daily postbag.

In turn no effort is being
spared to go on improving
Workers Press. £1,000 a
month is the very lowest
target we can appeal for.

Will  you heip us
immediately by maliling your
donation to :

Workers Press Monthly
Fund,

186a Clapham High Street,
London, S.W 4,

MP. to
take up
nerve

gas case

LIBERAL MP Mr John
Pardoe (Cornwall North), is
to take up with the Minister
of Defence the case of
Trevor Martin, 44, who is
1 offer working with nerve
gas at Nancekuke Chemical
Warfare centre in Cornwall.

Three men have died and
two are ill after working at
the centre.

‘I may put down a private
notice question or a written
question to the Minister,” Mr
Pardoe said.

GREET

WORKERS PRESS

at three public meetings

See the film of the first issue being prepared and
printed and the film ‘Young Socialists, 1969’

GLASGOW

Sunday, November 23, 7.30 p.m.

Partick Burgh Hall
{nr. Merkland Street underground)

NEWCASTLE

Sunday, November 30, 7.30 p.m.
County Hotel, Neville Street

LIVERPOOL

Sunday, December 14, 7.30 p.m.
Shaftesbury Hotel, Mount Pleasant

Speakers at all meetings will be :
MIKE BANDA (Editor of Workers™ Press)

SHEILA TORRANCE (National Secretary of the
Young Socialists)

Protest against Soviet
writer’s expulsion

FIVE Soviet writers, led by
the poet Bulat Okudjava, have
demanded an emergency meet-
ing of the Soviet Writers’
Union to discuss the recent
expulsion ' of the outstanding
anti - Stalinist novelist
Alexander Solzhenitsyn.

At least eight other writers
are also believed to have
written letters to the Union,
though according to the same
Moscow sources, its leader-
ship is determined not to
reverse its original expulsion

O =
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Briefly

MOON ECHOES : Major dis-
coveries about the moon's
structure may result from the
deliberate crashing of the
lunar space craft, Intrepid,
onto the moon’s surface.

Reverberations from the
impact registered for 30
minutes on the seismic
equipment left by US astro-
nauts Charles Conrad and
Alan Bean.

Geologists

were expecting
only a few minutes’ echoes
and now believe that the
moon’s crust may not be con-
structed in the way they
previously thought.

o
HAWKER PROFITS :
Hawker-Siddeley, the air-
craft and engineering com-
pany, announced yesterday
that profits for the current
yvear are likely to be £1 mil-
lion lower than the £9 million
profit for 1968.

Despite this the firm will
still pay an interim 5 per cent
dividend and expects to hold

the total for the year at 13
per cent.

CYCLAMATES: The US
government has ruled that
cyclamates can still be used in
food as an artificial sweetener,
but not in soft drinks.

Last month a controversy
arose after animals injected

with large doses had de-
veloped cancer and de-
formities.

Intended to make cycla-

mates available for diabetics
and for diet use, the ruling
means that cyclamate-
sweetened foods will remain
on the market.

STOCK MARKET: There
was little demand for shares
when the ZLondon stock
market opened  yesterday
because of the earlier severe
setback on Wall Street.

Uncertainty  about the
Vietnam war and a warning
that -pext jear’s US budget
would be more “severe had
caused New. York stock
market prices to fall sharply.

Robert Mayo, director of
the US Budget Bureau, said
the Nixon administration
would not ease fiscal and
monetary restraints.

CAR EXHAUSTS : President
Nixon has urged US motor
manufacturers to- intensify
their efforts to reduce the air
pollution from car exhausts.

The call follows a White
House meeting between
Nixon, his environmental
uality council and US car

presidents — General
Motors, Chrysler, Ford and
American Motors.

COMMANDOS TRIAL:
Athens, Friday—Two Pales-
tine commandos accused of
machine-gunning an Israeli
Boeing-707 at Athens airport
last December will bé tried.
on February 17,

An Israeli passenger was
killed, and an air hostess
injured when two commandos,
shouting ‘Sabotage, sabotage’
sprayed the airliner with
bullets and hurled grenades
into one of its engines.

Teacher Muhmoud
Mohamad, 25, and 19-year-
old student Muher Hussein
Suleiman, face eight charges,
one of wilful manslaughter.

WEATHER

(For 24 hours from Friday
noon)

Outlook for the next 48
hours: Changeable with rain
at times everywhere, Cold in
the north with snow at times
mostly over hills.

London Area, S.E. and Cen-
tral Southern England, E. and
W. Midlands : Mostly cloudy
with periods of rain. A few
bright intervals. Wind south
west backing south east to
cast light or moderate. Above
normal. Maximum 11C (52F).

Channel Islands, S.W.
England: Mostly cloudy with
periods of rain, heavy at times.
Winds south to south east,
moderate. Winds south back-
ing south east, moderate. Near
normal. Maximum 11C (52F).

N.W. and Central Northern
England: Rather cloudy with
showers and some longer out-
breaks of rain. Sleet or snow
over hills. Rather below nor-
mal. Maximum 8C (46F).
Frost in places at night.

Edinburgh: Sunny spells, but
scattered showers of rain, hail
or snow. Wind light, variable
or easterly. Rather cold with

widespread frost at night.
Maximum 6C (43F).
Glasgow Area, N. Ireland:

Showers with hail and thunder
at first and snow over hills.
Sunny spells. Clear periods at
night. Winds north to north
east, moderate. Rather cold.

decision.

Maximum 6C (43F).
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THE RESIGNATION of
Henry Cabot Lodge from
his post as chief US
negotiator at the Paris
peace talks on Vietnam is
yet another clear indica-
tion of the deep-going
split in the US ruling
class over the conduct of
the war.

Though Lodge gave ‘personal
reasons’ as his excuse for
resigning, his sition at
the talks has been made
untenable by the massive
anti-war movement at home,
the revelations of horrible
atrocities in Vietnam, and
the continued military suc-
cesses of the National
Liberation Front.

The most decisive factor in
recipitating the crisis in

ris, however, is the signs
of ‘the emergence of the US
working class against the

war.

This is the force which US
capitalism fears most of all.

While Nixon plans to continue
the war, big sections of US
capitalism now want an end
to what is becoming econo-
mically and politically an
explosive situation for them.

The two moratorium demon-

strations brought millions of

people onto the streets in
opposition to Nixon’s war.

e US itself, workers took
part for the first time as
sections of their class,
marching in the demonstra-
tions behind their

union banners.

This opens up great prospects
for the revolutionary move-
ment.

The movement of the working
class in the US poses the
building of the Labour
Party in opposition to the
capitalist two-party system,
deeply compromised by the
Vietnam war and the attacks
on living standards,

Wilson and his government in
Britain remain the most
slavish and servile props of
Nixon's war,

When even the blue-blooded
Lodge can no longer bring
himself to carry out Nixon’s
policy, Wilson vlods dog-
gedly on in support of
capitalist barbarism in Viet-

nam.

British workers must fight
alongside the American
working class by stepping
up the fight against Wilson
and the Tories to force
Nixon to bring the Vietnam
war to an end.

NUT. leaders
lannet
it down

THE executive of the National
Union of Teachers met yester-
day to decide which schools
it would bring out on strike
during the two-week stoppages
glanned to begin on December

In

But despite the enormous
support shown for widespread
action shown during Thurs-
day’s one-day and half-day
strikes, the indications were,
as we went to press, that only
1,000 teachers would be
brought out by the executive.

The far smaller National
Association of Schoolmasters
has already announced that
500 of its members in Cam-
bridge, Ipswich, Luton, Hemel
Hempstead and St Albans will
stop work at the same time.
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Oxford car men told:

BRITISH-LEYLAND

i

TO PUSH M.D.W.

ANEW MEASURED-DAY WORK threat took shape
in discussions between company representatives,
union officials and senior shop stewards at one of
Britain’s most militant car factories this week.

Dayworkers at Morris
Motors, Oxford, are to be
offered greater security of
employment against lay-
offs.

But, in return, British-
Leyland proposes a package
deal comprising greater
efficiency of working to pay
for wage increases already
achieved this year, the
absorption of present incen-
tive schemes into a new
wage structure and an
annual review of wages
based on job-evaluation and
work-measurement.

This amounts to a declara-
tion of war on all the existing
conditions in the factory.

Though forced by a series
of struggles over short-time
working and lay-offs at the
factory to proceed ‘with cat-
like tread’, at the moment
British _Levland . is clearly
being forced by sharpening
car-market competition to
prepare the ground for a
major battle against its
workers.

Concessions

A strike by Morris’s pro-
duction-control workers last
week impelled the company
to consider major concessions
on the question of lay-offs.

But now it wants to use
this issue as the wedge for
its Measured-Day Work
proposals.

Greater security of employ-
ment can be guaranteed, it is
understood to have told
stewards, but only if incentive
pay is reduced in proportion
to the fall-off in output when
piece-workers are laid off.

If this principle is accepted,
the company will then feel
safe to start negotiations on
its further proposals.

These would establish work-
study as the determinant of
the numbers of workers em-
ployed on different jobs and
tie annual reviews of wages to
proven increases in efficiency
over the preceding 12 months.

It is believed that Leyland
hopes to phase in its new
wage structure starting at
the .end of January mext
year.

First step

The first step would be a
broad work-study assessment
of the numbers of workers
required to carry out the
company’s current comple-
ment of work.

Leyland would then agree
to maintain workers for 80
per cent of their usual hours
in all conditions . . . except
if production is disrupted any-
where in the factory.

Ford workers meet this
weekend to discuss their claim
for parity with Midlands car-

JUST A WEEK AWAY

Young Socialists

GRAND XMAS
~ BAZAAR
‘Saturday, Nov. 29

Canning Town Public Hall
doors open 12 noon
Can you sew? knit? paint?
make something for our Bazaar?
give something towards our bazaar ?
Have you a tin of grocery? jumble?
Help us make this the best bazaar ever held !
Help us raise the money for our daily paper—
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The latest British-Leyland
offer is a direct Measured-Day
Oxford
car workers have shown
their militancy in defending
pay and working conditions
in meetings like the one above
in April this year on the
day-wage question.

workers (see column three).

But British-Leyland workers
should not forget Lord
Stokes’ reverse ‘parity claim’.

As British-Leyland stew-
ards have consistently
warned, every step towards

Measured-Day Work is one

step closer to Ford working-

conditions and a Ford wage-
packet!

While the present attack is
being launched by Leyland
against dayworkers, it will not

long in coming against
piece-workers as well.

This is an issue for the
whole factory.

BY DAVID MAUDE

London
‘Evenings
up to 6d.

LONDON'S ‘Evening News’
and ‘Evening Standard’ are
to cost 6d.—an increase of
ld.—from next Monday.

A spokesman for the ‘News’
said - that spiralling costs
during the year had forced
the increase.
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Container firm
may pull out

By our Industrial reporter

THE OCL-ACT container
consortium is seriously con-
sidering pulling out of the
£5 million container ter-
minal at Tilbury following
London dockers’ rejection
of proposals for the imple-
mentation of Lord Devlin’s
docks ‘modernization’, it
was announced yesterday.

Since it was completed
last March, the consortium
has not been able to use its
berth because of the ban
imposed by the Transport

and General Workers’ Union’s
No 1 docks group committee.

‘Our patience is getting
exhausted’, a spokesman said
yesterday.

OCL - ACT invested
£2,500,000 in the Tilbury
terminal.

E ord men face
big parity fight

FORD WORKERS meet in Dagenham tomorrow
to discuss their claim for parity of earnings with
the higher-gaid Midlands car plants.

Together with equal pay for
Ford’s 1,800 women workers,
parity has been the main de-
mand inside the company’s
plants since workers returned
to work on March 18 this
year after striking against
proposed ‘penal clauses’.

Now the time is rapidly
approaching when words mist
be translated into deeds.

Next Friday (November 28),
the company is to give the
trade union side of its National
Joint Negotiating Committee
its reply to both demands.

Everyone knows that these
are not going to be conceded
without a bitter struggle.

Parity alone would mean
38 per cent pay increases for
the company’s 45,000 workers.

Ford’s, which is committed
to do no more than look at
the union case on this ques-
tion, has stated it will only
pay comparable local rates.

To reap the full benefits of
its new £18 million develop-
ment at Dagenham (due to
operate next year), every
opportunity must be taken by

e company to break down
the militancy of those areas
where strong shop-floor organ-
ization has been built up since

T T T IR

the 1962 rout of shop stewards.
Ford’s may well see a fight
over parity as such an opport-

unity.

At the Coventry parity
conference in mid-October
some Ford workers, who

decided to strike on January
18 if the claim is not met,
gave their officials three
months to win a £10 rise.

Film studio
jobs in
danger

MGM, the US film com-
pany, is virtually certain to
close its Borehamwood film
studios which employ about
800 workers.

The expected ,closure s
part of a drastic cutback in
all the company’s filming
facilities following a manage-
ment reshuffle in the US.

AT.UA:

meetings
CANTERBURY
‘Trade unions and the
Labour government’
Monday, November 24,
8 p.m.

The Dolphin
St Radigunds

RAMSGATE
‘The next stage in the
miners’ struggle’
Tuesday, November 25
8 p.m.

Flowing Bowl
Newington Estate

BIRMINGHAM
Teachers’ meeting
‘Fight the attacks on
education’
Thursday, November 27
8 pm.

The Wellington

Corner of Bromsgrove Street
and Bristol Road

Flood of
anger over
American
atrocities

THE US Defence Department has still refused
to comment on the flood of reports concerning
the massacres in Vietnam.

Nearly all American
newspapers have featured
eye-witness accounts of US
atrocities and the impact
of the news is already mak-
ing itself felt amongst
those who, - until now,
have supported .Nixons
Vietnam policy—the ‘silent
majority’.

Many leading capitalist
politicians are already de-
manding a full inquiry into
all the allegations — no
doubt to take the steam out
of the anti-war campaign
and pin the responsibility
on military, and not govern-
ment officials

In a letter to the Senate
Armed Services Committee,

MADAME Nguyen Thi Binh,
leader of the Vietcong’s
delegation at the Paris peace
talks, has said that the
US war crimes in South
Vietnam brought to light
recently ‘are omly a few
among thousands of crimes
perpetrated by the US and
its puppet administration
every day and every hour’.

She said that the atrocities
had helped to turn the
American people themselves
against the war.

The deepening demoraliza-
tion and hostility to the war
of the US troops is certainly

| one of the pressures making it

impossible for the Nixon
government to suppress the
growing stream of accounts
of the massacre of Vietnamese
civilians by US forces.

Senator Charles Goodell of
New York wrote:

‘Such barbarous treatment
of Vietnamese civilians can
totally destroy any credibility
the United States can claim to
have for- its . presence in
Vietnam.’

. Cynical

The real nature of the ‘anti-
war’ leaders in the two
capitalist parties is revealed
for all to see in this cynical
statement.

The Senator complains that
reports of the massacre are
undermining the ‘credibility’
of the US occupation of South
Vietnam.

So that the war can be sold

Milan police mutiny

ACCORDING to reports from
Milan, a section of the city's
police force mutinied after
clashing with workers during
last Wednesday’s general
strike.

News of a policeman’s death
in the fighting sparked off a
mutiny in the central Milan
police station.

Shouting ‘We are not beasts,
we are human too’, they ran
to their jeeps and with sirens
screaming threatened to run
down a cordon of officers and
drive out of the building.

The motives of the police

report

involved in the mutiny are
mixed.

Right-wing elements want
firmer action against the
strikers, but others object to
being used as an anti-working-
class militia.

Interference

They claim that Wednes-~
day’s fighting need never have

occurred if the demonstrators
had been allowed to march
without police interference.

The cracks in the Italian
ruling class are now being
openly reflected in its state
machine.

During the great demonstra-
tions in France last year, a
similar unrest affected the
police (not the CRS) at the
height of the crisis.

The Milan police mutiny,
which was quelled only with
the aid of tear gas, is a sure
sign that a pre-revolutionary
situation is maturing in Italy.

By a foreign correspondent

to the US public, the name of
the army and government will
have to be cleared and a few
scapegoats punished.
This is the type of politician
that has been trying to head
. off the anti-war movement in
- the United  States - 6vVér the:
last year or so.

With the feeling against the
war and the barbaric deeds
of the US am% mounting
almost hourly, these liberal
fakers are finding it harder
and harder to control the
campaign to withdraw all US
troops from Vietnam now.

FUND

We need
1,000

by Nov. 30

NOVEMBER 30 is_the date-
line for this month’s £1,000
fighting fund.

Already contributions are
coming in and we hope that
we shall be home and dry
during the next few days.

Our editorial staff are ex-
tremely encouraged by the
letters of approval and support
which are a regular feature in
our daily postbag.

In turn no effort is being

Workers Press. £1,000 a
is the very lowest
target we can appeal for.

Will you help us
immediately by mailing your
donation to :

Workers Press Monthly

Fund,

186a Clapham High Street,
London, S.W 4.

MP. to
take up
nerve

gas case

LIBERAL MP Mr John
Pardoe (Cornwall North), is
to take up with the Minister
of Defence the case of
Trevor: Martin, 44, who is
! gfter working with nerye
gas at Nancekuke Chemical
Warfare centre in Cornwall.

Three men have died and
two are ill after working at
the centre.

‘[ may put down a private
notice question or a written

question to the Minister,” Mr
Pardoe said.

GREET

WORKERS PRESS

at three public meetings

See the film of the first issue being prepared and
printed and the film ‘Young Socialists, 1969’

GLASGOW

Sunday, November 23, 7.30 p.m.

Partick Burgh Hall
(nr. Merkiand Street underground)

NEWCASTLE

Sunday, November 30, 7.30 p.m.
County Hotel, Neville Street

LIVERPOOL

Sunday, December 14, 7.30 p.m.
Shaftesbury Hotel, Mount Pleasant
Speakers at all meetings will be :
MIKE BANDA (Editor of Workers™ Press)

SHEILA TORRANCE (National Secretary of the
Young Socialists)

FIVE Soviet writers, led by
the poet Bulat Okudjava, have
demanded an emergency meet-
ing of the Soviet Writers’
Union to discuss the recent
expulsion of the outstanding
anti - Stalinist novelist
Alexander Solzhenitsyn.

Protest against Soviet
writer’s expulsion

At least eight other writers
are also believed to have
written letters to the Union,
though according to the same
Moscow sources, its leader-
ship is determined not to
reverse its original expulsion
decision.

The daily organ of the i
Central Committee of the '
.S_ocialist,,Labour Le___ag‘_u‘ |

PRICE 6d.

Briefly

MOON ECHOES : Major dis-
coveries about the moon's
structure may result from the
deliberate crashing of the
lunar space craft, Intrepid,
onto the moon’s surface.

Reverberations from the
impact registered for 30
minutes on the seismic
equipment left by US astro-
nauts Charles Conrad and
Alan Bean.

Geologists were expecting
only a few minutes’ echoes
and now believe that the
moon’s crust may not be con-
structed in the way they
previously thought.

®
HAWKER PROFITS :
Hawker-Siddeley, the air-
craft and engineering com-
pany, announced yesterday
that profits for the current

ear are likely to be £1 mil-
ion lower than the £9 million
profit for 1968.

Despite this the firm will
still pay an interim 5 per cent
dividend and expects to hold
the total for the year at 13
per cent.

CYCLAMATES: The US
government has ruled that
cyclamates can still be used in
food as an artificial sweetener,
but not in soft drinks.

Last month a controversy
arose after animals injected
with large doses had de-
veloped cancer and de-
formities.

Intended to make cycla-
mates available for diabetics
and for diet use, the ruling
means that cyclamate-
sweetened foods will remain
on the market.

STOCK MARKET: There
was little demand for shares
when the London stock
market opened yesterday
because of the earlier severe
setback on Wall Street.
Uncertainty about  the
Vietnam war, 'and a warning

tha gpxu jear’s US budget
would 'be “more “severe had
caused New' York stock
market prices to fall sharply.

Robert Mayo, director of
the US Budget Bureau, said
the Nixon administration
would not ease fiscal and
monetary restraints.

CAR EXHAUSTS : President
Nixon has urged US motor
manufacturers to intensify
their efforts to reduce the air
pollution from car exhausts.

The call follows a White
House meeting between
Nixon, his _ environmental
g;l:lhty council and US car

presidents — General
Motors, Chrysler, Ford and
American Motors.

COMMANDOS TRIAL:
Athens, Friday—Two Pales-
tine commandos accused of
machine-gunning an Israeli
Boeing-707 at Athens airport
last December will be tried.
on February 17.
_An Israeli passenger was
killed, and an air hostess
injured when two commandos,
shouting ‘Sabotage, sabotage’
sprayed the airliner with
bullets and hurled grenades
into one of its engines.
Teacher Muhmoud
Mohamad, 25, and 19-year-
old student Muher Hussein
Suleiman, face eight. charges,
one of wilful manslaughter.

WEATHER

(For 24 hours from Friday
noon)

Outlook for the next 48
hours: Changeable with rain
at times everywhere. Cold in
the north with snow at times
mostly over hills.

London Area, S.E. and Cen-
tral Southern England, E. and
W. Midlands: Mostly cloudy
with periods of rain. A few
bright intervals, Wind south
west backing south east to
east light or moderate. Above
normal. Maximum 11C (52F).

Channel Islands, S.W.
England: Mostly cloudy with
periods of rain, heavy at times.
Winds south to south east,
moderate. Winds south back-
ing south east, moderate. Near
normal. Maximum 11C (52F).

N.W. and Central Northern
England: Rather cloudy with
showers and some longer out-
breaks of rain. Sleet or snow
over hills. Rather below nor-
mal. Maximum 8C (46F).
Frost in places at night.

Edinburgh: Sunny spells, but
scattered showers of rain, hail
or snow. Wind light, variable
or easterly. Rather cold with
widespread frost at night.
Maximum 6C (43F).

Glasgow Area, N. Ireland:
Showers with hail and thunder
at first and snow over hills,
Sunny spells. Clear periods at
night. Winds north to north
east, moderate. Rather cold.
Maximum 6C (43F).
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THE DEBATE ON NEKRITCH'S BOOK

Extracts from a letter by Piotr Grigorenko to

‘Historical Problems of the C.P.S.U.’

WHY SHOULD anyone
want to maintain the
silence about the first
months of the Second
World War?

Deborine and Telpukhov-
sky are trying to convince
the reader that by carefully
examining the concrete
causes of the defeats we
suffered at the beginning of
the war in 1941, we weaken
the scope of our final victory
and denigrate the role that
our social and state structure
played in that final victory
over the enemy.

It would be impossible to

speak greater untruths.

Just look at the long list of
so-called ‘mistakes’ and ‘errors

4 ®

in the carly months of Hitler’s invasion,

discover in them confirmation
of their own a priori views
risk keeping.

The Hitlerites and neo-
fascists have good reason to
falsify the truth in this way.
But why would we hide the
truth of the first months of
the war 22 years after it is
over ?

By becoming silent and
minimizing all the weaknesses
—whatever they were—which
our defence suffered from, and
by refusing to analyse boldly
and. completely the causes of
the inadequacies existing in
the years 1941-1943, we risk
not digging out their roots.

We are leaving a menace to
hover over the future security
of our country, over the life of
our people. That is why in
history betrayals and mistakes
in the preparation of a country
for war have never been
forgiven.

Y A T LY Y

Russian prisosers captured
were moved in open freight trucks in sub-zero weather.

Complained a German

cer : ‘There is no sense

transporting
manpower in open unheated cars because we bave only corpses to

unload’.

of calculation’ committed by
our leaders. Such an impudent
deliverance of a country to
the ‘fire and iron’ of the enemy
is unprecedented in history.
That our country, under such
conditions, was able not only
to resist but to triumph sur-
passes the imagination.

Our bitterest enemies must
recognize that this was because
of the internal strength of our
social and political structure,
the force of our people. We
can only emphasize this truth
forcefully, we can only make
it even more evident and more
convincing by revealing the
terrible trials our people had
to surmount — trials brought
about by the errors and per-
haps the crimes of the leaders
responsible for the preparation
of the country for war.

Hinders

On the other hand, to try to
cover up the facts is to play
the game of those really re-
sponsible for our defeats, be-
cause it hinders the possibility
of preventing the repetition of
those terrible trials.

It is above all to play the
game of the Nazi falsifiers.

It has been common know-
ledge for a long time that any
country at war tries to mag-
nify the forces of its van-
quished adversary in order to
increase the value of its vic-
tory. Read von Tippelskirch—
you won’t find any indication
of the unprepared state of our
army in his work.

If one follows the funda-
mental thesis of Nekritch’s
two critics, the work of the
German von Tippelskirch is
the most objective analysis of
the initial period of the war.
Generally speaking, according
to him, our High Command
never made a mistake. We
didn’t even blow up our forti-
fied old sectors since, accord-
ing to his work, the valiant
German divisions ‘broke
through the Stalin line’.

This is the illustrious com-
pany that those who refuse to
study facts and only try to

And it would be strange if
they were pardoned or not
spoken about. That would be
the most dangerous form of
‘forgiveness of sins’ for future
generations and for the leaders
who will be responsible for
the defence of the country.

It would directly encourage
the repetition of errors and
crimes.

During the last war no
country was less prepared than

the Soviet Union to face a
surprise attack. In all the
countries which were at war
with Hitler’'s Germany and
allied with us, the errors of
the pre-war period have more
or less been judged.

England removed Chamber-
lain’s government only because
it was incapable of preventing
war from breaking out in con-
ditions unfavourable for Great
Britain; it was removed only
for its errors of foreign policy
(Munich).

The United States set up a
Congressional commission just
to investigate the Pearl
Harbour surprise attack on the

American Pacific fleet by the
- Japanese Air Force. .

France arraigned its govern-
ment before tribunals for
having allowed its army to be
beaten, an army very much
inferior—above all in arms and
equipment—even to the troops
of our frontier regions, . . .

And in our country the
people paid for the mistakes
of our government, mistakes
which were terrible betrayals.

The people paid first of all
with the fantastic losses sus-
tained at the front. The
Germans on the Eastern,
Western, Southern and African
fronts lost about four million
men—four million killed or
wounded and then dying from
their wounds.

On the German-Russian front
alone we lost 13.5 million men,
approximately three-and-a-half
times as many.

But none of those directly
responsible for the paralysis of
our country in the face
aggression accepted the least
responsibility for these deaths
—not even moral respon-
sibility.

Difficult

This is strange, almost un-
believable. If, however, one
considers all that the 20th

‘Congress revealed, it all be-

comes comprehensive.

But today it is much more
difficult to explain the publi-
cation of Deborine and
Telpukhovsky’s article, which
not only tries to hide the truth
about our defeats, but openly
threatens whoever tries to
unveil this truth.

‘And where are they threat-
ening ?

In the official review of the
Marxist-Leninist Institute! For

whom and for what does such

an article serve? It is hard to
believe it appeared on the

- initiative of its two authors or

of you, comrade editor. No,
someone ordered this libel.

Forces exist—and they are
obviously influential forces—
which have an interest in
maintaining the silence about
the first months of the war.

The article published in

your review is merely an
attempt to force the first
period of the war into the
category of ‘taboo’ subjects,
with no consideration for the
fundamental interests of the
defence of our country.

A number of disturbing
questions are posed in relation
to this article :

Whose interests does it
serve ?

Who is afraid of the truth
abou; the first months of the
war

What are the forces who, to
the direct detriment of our
country and its defensive
potential, are obstinately try-
ing to wipe out this whole
period ?

These are terrifying forces
for our country.

It is time to sound the
alarm about this; today, as
tension mounts in the entire
world, the imperialist aggres-
sors spread their pillage to the
four corners of our planet
and a new world war
knocks at our door. If, under
these conditions, the forces
who committed what can only
be called treasom when pre-
paring for the last world war,
survive and even extend their
influence, we must, at the top

DOCUMENTS FROM THE == 4,

SUVIET

—a Soviet historical journal

try to imagine how a handful
of traitors or even a fairly
large and coherent organiza-
tion could have successfully
infiltrated our state machinery.

But this is so preposterous
that I cannot even express
these ideas. It appears indubit-
able to me that any organiza-
tion of this kind woud have
been unmasked and disarmed
very quickly in any country.

However, an enormous
betrayal, unprecedented in
history, did take place.

Disarm

And after taking place, it
succeeds to this day in hiding
itself from the eyes of the
people. Only terrible forces
are capable of that. ’

The people cannot live
peacefully in this world full of
contradiction as long as such
forces exist. They must be
surrounded and disarmed, and
quickly. The needs of the
defence of our country require
this above all.

It is finally time to say: me .

more! We have had enough

Whv | will not vote for Kos:

— letter to Moscow electors »

ALEXIS KOSYGIN was part of Stalin’s government. Then,
at Khrushchev’s side he occupied the post of First Vice-
President of the Council of Ministers.

He therefore shares responsibility for the activities
and mistakes of these two governments.

We can allow such deeds to sink into darkness and be
forgotten when it is clear that the implicated man has
become conscious of his errors and does not intend to
repeat them.

Unhappily this is not true in Alexis Kosygin’s case. He
remains the disciple of Stalin and Khrushchev precisely in
the area in which the old leaders failed most seriously:
respect for socialist law. Indeed, Kosygin does not think
Soviet law concerns him.

1 will give several examples of this.

From 1961 I spoke out against the unreasonable and
often damaging activities of Khrushchev and his gang.

From that time I became the victim of unlawful
reprisals and on February 2, 1964, I was arrested.

I won’t discuss the legality or illegality of this arrest
here; neither will I dwell on the way the law was twisted in
the course of the investigation and judiciary debates.

I will only point out that an appearance of legality was
given to the verdict when, on July 17, 1964, the military
college of the Supreme Court of the USSR aligned itself
with expert opinion on my psychological irresponsibility,
shelved my case and decided that I must undergo treatment.

According to the law, the shelving of a case is as
good as an acquittal. But the authorities did not look at it
this way and from the time of the pronouncement of the
verdict I was subjected to harsh administrative reprisals.

Shut up in the psychiatric hospital adjoining the prison,
I learned by hearsay that, by decision of the Council of
Ministers, I had been reduced from General to second-class
soldier, then struck off the army lists and deprived of all
my pension rights.

I never received official confirmation of this news at the
time, but everything led me to believe that such a decision
had been taken at the insistence of Khrushchev.

The illegality of such proceedi
government, without wanting tc
prefers to keep quiet about it. Th
the absurd idea that nothing sh
of the uniform’.

But if I wasn’t officially in
against me, I suffered their consec
my arrest I haven’t received a kop

Nevertheless, according to t
the pay due to me up to the day .
list, not to mention the service pa)

I was refused the pension leg
no document attesting that I'd left
of such a document I could not
my family, which includes two i
demned to need.

As I could not accept such
tested as soon as I regained my fre

At the end of December 196
my arrest and after long months
pension book in the mail indicati
a third of the sum the law gives me

I therefore protested again.

In February 1966, after a lon
with the threat of depriving me of
out of Moscow and shutting me uj
for a second time.

Faced with these threats, I w
I asked him in my letter to tell n
of Ministers had actually decided
the army.

The head of the government
cluded from this that he himself v
arbitrary action against me and th:
of the threats of which I was the o

A man guilty of such condu
confidence of the electors. There
Kosygin and I call on the electors t

/

UPPOSITION

of our voices, cry danger.

What happened on the eve
of the Second World War was
terrifying.

It seemed as if someone was
waiting with unwavering
patience, persistence and
understanding to facilitate the
victory of the fascists; waiting
to put our entire people under
their yoke.

When I think about that I

insipid declarations and hollow
talk !

The human conscience can
no longer compromise with
hypocrisy and lies.

We cannot allow anyone to
hide behind the deeds of un-
known heroes who died
through the direct fault of
amateurs with pretty phrases
about the heroism of othets.

We can no longer scoff at the

To Comrade L. Brezhnev, Central Committee of the CSPU.
To Comrade Gorkin, Supreme Court of the USSR.
To Comrade Rudenko, Procurer General of the USSR.

To Comrade Blokhin, President of the Academy of Medical
Sciences of the USSR.

From Zinaida Grigorenko, Party member. 2 Pereulok
Komsomolksy, Apt. 94, telephone G-6-27-37.

DURING the Ginsburg-Galanskov trial my husband, Piotr
Grigorenko, was called as a witness by lawyer Kaminskaya.
Judge Mironov, president of the tribunal, refused this
request and based this refusal om a certificate from
psychiatric dispensary number 1 in the Lenin district
stating that Grigorenko was mentally irresponsible.

This certification is not genuine.

In December, 1965, by decision of the medical
commission, my husband was declared psychologically
normal, taken off the psychiatric hospital list and never
called back to the hospital.

A certificate proving his good health was moreover
presented to the tribunal.

In perfectly good health, Piotr Grigorenko works as a
foreman in the SU-2 assembly workshop and leads Party
discussions as a Propagandist. The circle he is in includes
20 people; 13 communists and seven non-Party people.

On the one hand my husband leads a political circle
and on the other hand it appears he is mentally ill. Could
that be a mistake? Not at all, because it is a violation of
the law that has lasted for five years.

On February 1, 1964, Major-General Grigorenko, master
of sciences, was arrested on suspicion of anti-communist
activity. Instead of proceeding with an investigation of his
case however, it was referred to the Serbsky Inmstitute,
where he was declared irresponsible and sent to Leningrad
Prison Hospital for treatment.

When I asked when my husband had lost his reason,
as I myself hadn’t noticed, the military judges, Lieutenant-
Colonels Kuznetsov and Kantorov, explained to me that
his political points of view and his persistent dissemination
of these views, made him a socially dangerous individual.

They also told me that my husband would be retired as
an ill man and keep his rank and his pension.

A ['Bﬁ'ﬂl'ﬂtiﬂﬂ By inaida Grigorenko

In Party circles, I learned that a directive ordered the
temporary expulsion of the mentally ill, but allowed them
to be reinstated in the Party after their cure. What has
happened since then?

By Khrushchev’s decision of August 29, 1964, my
husband was reduced to the rank of private and expelled
from the Party as mentally ill.

All the people hospitalized with my husband, except
him, received their pensions. The law was strictly observed
for murderers; Lieutenant-Colonel Chevchenko, who killed
his own daughter, and Lieutenant-Colonel Burkovsky, who
shot three people, were retired but kept their ranks and
pensions.

On April 29, 1965, my husband left hospital with a
second category infirmity. Although provided with this
certification and wounded in the war, he could not get his
pension or work for ten months. He therefore had to take
a job as a stevedore. .

In December, 1965, by decision of the medical com-
mission of dispensary number 1 in the Lenin district, my
husband was declared sane and taken off the psychiatric
hospital list.

He was not, however, reintegrated into the Party, his
rank was not restored and the pension he had earned after
34 years of faithful military service was not given to him.
Wounded several times, he could not even get a certificate
stating he is a war invalid. . ..

The story I have told here is a grotesque parody of
justice. I think it is only a prelude to new reprisals against
my husband.

It fills me with horror—even more so as during the
years of the cult of the individual, I lost my first husband,
my sister and my brother-in-law, not to mention the
repression I myself was subjected to.

As a communist and citizen of the Soviet Union 1
demand an end to the illegal acts of which my husband and
family are victims.

I demand an end to the persecution unleashed against
my children and myself. I demand the complete restoration
of my husband’s rights as a Party member and citizen, and
that the rank that was his in the army be returned to him.

January 23, 1968

memory of those who fell on
the battlefield by pardoning
past and future traitors.

All members of Lenin’s
party, all conscious citizens
must demand a public investi-
gation into the real causes of
the defeat we suffered during
the first months of the war.

That will increase our coun-
try’s international authority,
reinforce its defensive poten-
tial and bring unknown heroes
out of the silence; men like
Golikov’s predecessor as
general staff chief of intelli-
gence, Air Force Lieutenant-
General Proskurov, who was
sent to his death by Stalin and
Beria’s executioners because
he refused to give false in-
formation about the enemy in
order to please Stalin.

Finally it will serve as an
excellent warning to the pre-
sent and future commanders
of the Soviet armed forces.

What has been the result of
Nekritch’s research ?

He reached the conclusions
I express in my letter om
almost all these problems, but
with more form, more diplo-

macy and more circumlocution. |

Not good

His .book doesn’'t analyse
the relationships between
forces at the beginning of the
war; his description of the
evolution of Soviet military
theory is not good; he doesn’t
throw light on the whole of
the problem—far from it—of
the leading cadres of the Red

Army; he never analyses the’

effect of the massive repres-
sions on the defensive poten-
tial of the country.

Previously I have only
approached this last problem
from: a specifically military
angle. During the purge years
the arrests hit every area of
society,- shaking and drainin,
all the links in the chain of
economic, political and cul-
tural life of the country.

On the eve, and even in the
middle of the war, millions of
men qualified for combat,

many of them eminent special-
ists on the economy, languished
in the camps.

Guards

Hundreds of thousands of
young, robust men who were
needed at the front were out
of action guarding the ‘¢nemies
of the people’ behind their
barbed wire, although the
contingent reserves were ex-
hausted and the need for fresh
supporting troops tragically
unsatisfied.

These camps and their
guards weighed heavily on the
country’s budget and gravely

weakened its defensive poten-

tial. However no one has yet
dealt with this problem,

There was, however, a
prodigious turnover in the
Soviet, Party, economic and
other organizations. The boot-
lickers, the slanderers, the in-
formers, the incapable and
those unqualified for any lead-
ing position, attained key
posts.

Careerism and its inevitable
corollary, bluff, expanded
sumptuously.

Unrestrained flattery rein-
forced and hardened delirious
bureaucratism. Stalin’s policy
favoured this situation. He
poured important appoint-
ments—and secrets—on the
high functionaries — together
with cars, country houses,
bonuses, = promotions
decorations.

Undermined

These also weighed heavily
on the budget and undermined
the capacities of the state
machinery. The spirit of initia-
tive succumbed as unbridled
servility flourished. Consider-
ation for ‘position’ was sub-
stituted for those interests
which were allegedly being
served.

This is perhaps what gave
birth to phenomena like
‘golikovchina’,! an  attitude
which consists in sending in-
telligence information that will
please hierarchic superiors.
This problem too is still to be
studied.

Nekritch is silent on all
these problems, but this can-
not be held against him. On
this ground he is a pioneer and
it is good that he has raised
even part of the veil covering
the secrets hidden from the
popular masses for such a long
time.

The only complaint that

1 Golikovchina: comes from
Golikov, chief of intelligence on
the eve of the war who special-
ized in false information which
would please Stalin.

Towns such as the one above fell quickly to Hitler’s invading Panzers.
¢, . . And in our country the people paid for the mistakes of our
government, mistakes which were terrible betrayals . . .’

‘., . . On the German-Russian front alone we lost 13:5 million men . ..



NORKERS’ PRESS

Saturday, November 22, 1969

OOK

P3.U’

torical journal

an
first
the

, to

sive
try-
hole

rces

the
as
tire
res-
the
anet

der
rces
only
pre-
war,
heir

top

. the
iting
nder

at 1

jda Grigorenko

arned that a directive ordered the
the mentally ill, but allowed them
Party after their cure. What has

ecision of August 29, 1964, my
II tlinlel rank of private and expelled
y ill.

sitalized with my husband, except
ons. The law was strictly observed
1t-Colonel Chevchenko, who killed
.ieutenant-Colonel Burkovsky, who
retired but kept their ranks and

“my husband left hospital with a
ty. Although provided with this
d in the war, he could not get his
months. He therefore had to take

. by decision of the medical com-
umber 1 in the Lenin district, my
ane and taken off the psychiatric

er, reintegrated into the Party, his
nd the pension he had earned after
tary service was not given to him.
he could not even get a certificate
old here is a grotesque parody of
/ a prelude to new reprisals against

rror—even more so as during the
individual, I lost my first husband,
sther-in-law, not to mention the
subjected to.

nd citizen of the Soviet Union I
legal acts of which my husband and

» the persecution unleashed against
I demand the complete restoration
s a Party member and citizen, and
his in the army be returned to him.

try to imagine how a handful
of traitors or even a fairly
large and coherent organiza-
tion could have successfully
infiltrated our state machinery.

But this is so preposterous
that I cannot even express
these ideas. It appears indubit-
able to me that any organiza-
tion of this kind woud have
been unmasked and disarmed
very quickly in any country.

However, an enormous
betrayal, unprecedented in
history, did take place.

Disarm

And after taking place, it
succeeds to this day in hiding
itself from the eyes of the
people. Only terrible forces
are capable of that. )

The people cannot live
peacefully in this world full of
contradiction as long as such
forces exist. They must be
surrounded and disarmed, and
quickly. The needs of the
defence of our country require
this above all.

It is finally time to say: me .

more! We have had enough

insipid declarations and hollow
talk !

The human conscience can
no longer compromise with
hypocrisy and lies.

We cannot allow anyone to
hide behind the deeds of un-
known heroes who died
through the direct fault of
amateurs with pretty phrases
about the heroism of others.

We can no longer scoff at the
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Why | will not vote for Kosygin
—il |BHBI‘ lll MIISI:llW BlBI:[ﬂI‘S By Piotr Grigorenko

ALEXIS KOSYGIN was part of Stalin’s government. Then,
at Khrushchev’s side he occupied the post of First Vice-

President of the Council of Ministers.

He therefore shares responsibility for the activities

and mistakes of these two governments.

We can allow such deeds to sink into darkness and be
forgotten when it is clear that the implicated man has
become conscious of his errors and does not intend to

repeat them.

Unhappily this is not true in Alexis Kosygin’s case. He
remains the disciple of Stalin and Khrushchev precisely in
the area in which the old leaders failed most seriously:
respect for socialist law. Indeed, Kosygin does mot think

Soviet law concerns him.
I will give several examples of this.

From 1961 I spoke out against the unreasonable and
often damaging activities of Khrushchev and his gang.
From that time I became the victim of unlawful

reprisals and on February 2, 1964, I was arrested.

I won’t discuss the legality or illegality of this arrest
here; neither will I dwell on the way the law was twisted in
the course of the investigation and judiciary debates.

I will only point out that an appearance of legality was
given to the verdict when, on July 17, 1964, the military
college of the Supreme Court of the USSR aligned itself
with expert opinion on my psychological irresponsibility,
shelved my case and decided that I must undergo treatment.

According to the law, the shelving of a case is as
good as an acquittal. But the authorities did not look at it
this way and from the time of the pronouncement of the
verdict I was subjected to harsh administrative reprisals.

Shut up in the psychiatric hospital adjoining the prison,
I learned by hearsay that, by decision of the Council of
Ministers, I had been reduced from General to second-class
soldier, then struck off the army lists and deprived of all

my pension rights.

I never received official confirmation of this news at the
time, but everything led me to believe that such a decision

had been taken at the insistence of Khrushchev.

memory of those who fell on
the battlefield by pardoning
past and future traitors.

All members of Lenin’s
party, all conscious citizens
must demand a public investi-
gation into the real causes of
the defeat we suffered during
the first months of the war.

That will increase our coun-
try’s international authority,
reinforce its defensive poten-
tial and bring unknown heroes
out of the silence; men like
Golikov’s predecessor as
general staff chief of intelli-
gence, Air Force Lieutenant-
General Proskurov, who was
sent to his death by Stalin and
Berig’s executioners because
he refused to give false in-
formation about the enemy in
order to please Stalin.

Finally it will serve as an
excellent warning to the pre-
sent and future commanders
of the Soviet armed forces.

What has been the result of
Nekritch’s research ?

He reached the conclusions
I express in my letter on
almost all these problems, but.
with more form, more diplo-
macy and more circumlocution.

Not good

His .book doesn’t analyse
the relationships between
forces at the beginning of the
war; his description of the
evolution of Soviet military
theory is not good; he doesn’t
throw light on the whole of
the problem—far from it—of
the leading cadres of the Red

Army; he never analyses the’

effect of the massive repres-
sions on the defensive poten-
tial of the country.

Previously I have only
approached this last problem
from; a specifically military
anglé. During the purge years
the arrests hit every area of
society, shaking and drainin
all the links in the chain o
economic, political and cul-
tural life of the country.

On the eve, and even in the
middle of the war, millions of
men qualified for combat,

many of them eminent special-
ists on the economy, languished
in the camps.

Guards

Hundreds of thousands of
young, robust men who were
needed at the front were out
of action guarding the ‘eénemies
of the people’ behind their
barbed wire, although the
contingent reserves were e€x-
hausted and the need for fresh

supporting troops tragically
unsatisfied.
These camps and their

guards weighed heavily on the
country’s budget and gravely
weakened its defensive poten-

The illegality of such proceedings is so flagrant that the
government, without wanting to rescind the decision,

prefers to keep quiet about it. This is no doubt because of

of the uniform’.

the absurd idea that nothing should ‘tarnish the honour

But if I wasn’t officially informed of the sanctions
against me, I suffered their consequences. From the day of
my arrest I haven’t received a kopeck.

Nevertheless, according to the law I should receive

the pay due to me up to the day I was struck off the army
list, not to mention the service pay. ‘

I was refused the pension legally due to me. I received
no document attesting that I’d left the military, and deprived

of such a document I could not find work. Accordingly,

demned to need.

my family, which includes two invalids, and I were con-

As I could not accept such arbitrary action I pro-

tested as soon as I regained my freedom.

At the end of December 1965, almost two years after

my arrest and after long months of waiting, I received a
pension book in the mail indicating that I would be paid

a third of the sum the law gives me a right to.

the army.

I therefore protested again.

In February 1966, after a long silence, I was answered
with the threat of depriving me of my pension, sending me
out of Moscow and shutting me up in a psychiatric hospital
for a second time.

Faced with these threats, I wrote directly to Kosygin.
I asked him in my letter to tell me at least if the Council
of Ministers had actually decided upon my dismissal from

The head of the government didn’t answer me. I con-
cluded from this that he himself was an accomplice in this
arbitrary action against me and that he was perfectly aware
of the threats of which I was the object.

A man guilty of such conduct does not deserve the

tial. However no one has yet
dealt with this problem,

There was, however, a
prodigious turnover in the
Soviet, Party, economic and
other organizations. The boot-
lickers, the slanderers, the in-
formers, the incapable and
those unqualified for aerg' lead-
ing position, attain key
posts.

Careerism and its inevitable
corollary, bluff, expanded
sumptuously.

Unrestrained flattery rein-
forced and hardened delirious
bureaucratism. Stalin’s policy
favoured this situation. He
poured important appoint-
ments—and secrets—on the
high functionaries — together
with cars, country houses,

s,  promotions and
decorations.

Undermined

These also weighed heavily
on the budget and undermined
the capacities of the state
machinery. The spirit of initia-
tive succumbed as unbridied
servility flourished. Consider-
ation for ‘position’ was sub-
stituted for those interests
which were allegedly being
served.

This is perhaps what gave
birth to phenomena like
‘golikovchina’,! an  attitude
which consists in sending in-
telligence information that will
please hierarchic superiors.
This problem too is still to be
studied.

Nekritch is silent on all
these problems, but this can-
not be held against him. On
this ground he is a pioneer and
it is good that he has raised
even part of the veil covering
the secrets hidden from the
popular masses for such a long
time.

The only complaint that

1 Golikovchina: comes from
Golikov, chief of intelligence on
the eve of the war who special-
ized in false information which
would please Stalin.

Towns such as the one above fell quickly to Hitler’s invading Panzers.
s, . . And in our country the people paid for the mistakes of our
government, mistakes which were terrible betrayals . . .’

‘. .. On the German-Russian front alone we lost 13-5 million men ...’

confidence of the electors. Therefore I will vote against
Kosygin and I call on the electors to do the same.

June 3, 1966

should be made against him is
that he constantly smooths
sharp edges.

He pares down his con-
clusions to such an extent that
he gives the impression, in
spite of the correct facts he
reports, that it really was only
a question of ‘mistakes’,
‘errors of calculation’ and
‘inadequacies’ for which Stalin
alone was responsible. And
that is far from the whole
truth.

But can Nekritch be blamed
for that?

No, of course not. And the
best proofs of this are the
‘critics’ of his work.

Their ‘criticism’ shows that
Nekritch conducted his re-
search in the right direction
and that, on the road he
followed, the truth could be
reached. And those who fear
this truth are alarmed.

Defame

They set out to defame
Nekritch and terrorize other
historians.

I firmly believe that Nekritch
and all authentic Marxist
historians will have enough
courage not to be frightened
by the pitiful—and harmful to
our country—terrorist incan-
tations of the Deborines, the
Telpukhovskys and other pro-
pagandists of the lie.

They must pursue their re-
search on the period we have
looked at and establish the
complete truth in the interests
of our country.

As for those who, in the
fashion of Deborine and
Telpukhovsky, try to oppose
the truth, they are committing
the greatest crime one can
commit against our people and
our country.

They should remember the
great Cervantes’ wise and true
warning :

Falsifiers of history must be
punished just as counterfeiters
are punished.

_actual history is distorted.
To write about the tevisioh:

]
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Review conta

ins

misleading passages

DAVE SPOONER'’S review of
the volume ‘Selected Works’ of
Lenin (November 14) contains
a number of misleading pas-
sages.

For example he writes: ‘The
development of imperialism in
the late 19th century exerted
enormous pressure upon the
traditional working-class
parties.

‘Kautsky ‘was the major
theoretical spearhead of this
revisionist trend, which was
based on the labour aristocracy
which enjoys a privileged
position within imperialism.’

Kautsky certainly became, in
the period following the out-
break of the First World War
in August 1914, a bitter oppon-
ent of the Russian Revolution
and Marxism.

He was a centrist covering
up for the right on the basic
questions of the struggle
against imperialist war and
against the German bourgeoisie.

But when Bernstein attacked
Marxism in the 1890s and, thus
‘spearheaded’ the revisionist
attack, Kautsky ‘was one of
his opponents.

The writings of Lenin before
1913 contain many, many
acknowledgements of Kautsky’s
contributions to Marxist
analysis, and he replied
heatedly to those who at that
time suggested that the Bol-
sheviks were ‘a different kind
of Marxists’ from Kautsky.

Trotsky points out in his
‘Permanent Revolution’ that
both he and Lenin arrived at
similar conclusions to Kautsky
and Rosa Luxemburg on the
probability of the working class
achieving power in backward
Russia in advance of the rest
of Europe.

Comrade Spooner is rightly
anxious to point out the unique
contribution of Lenin on the
building of the revolutionary
party, and the fact that this
role required the defence of
Marxist theory against enemies
like Kautsky, but this cannot
be properly understood if the

ists revising Lenin’s character-
ization of imperialism, and then
to quote against them Lenin's
article ‘Marxism and Revision-
ism’, can only mijslead.

The article in question was
written some seven years be-
fore Lenin even set down his
characterization of imperialism.

The danger here is that
Marxism is not grasped his-
torically, in its contradictory
development, but presented as

Kautsky : Made important

contributions to Marxism before

I‘l‘i(s support of the First World
ar.

a fixed truth, to be defended
from outside attacks.

In dealing with Lenin’s ‘Left-
Wing Communism, an Infantile
Disorder’, Comrade Spooner
makes similar errors.

Lenin certainly  strongly
attacked the oversimplified ‘no
compromise’ talk of Gallacher
and Pankhurst in Britain and
other ‘leftt communists in
Europe.

But it is wrong to say that
‘. .. Pankhurst, like the middle-
class protesters of yesterday,
defends the purity of her per-
sonal ideals’.

Whatever the undoubted in-
fluence of middle-class radical-
ism on Pankhurst’s group, that
group certainly cannot be
equated with the reactionary
middle - class protesters  of
recent days.

On the contrary, Lenin did
not direct his criticism against
any ‘defence of personal ideals’.

He considered that ‘Sylvia
Pankhurst and Gallacher are
mistaken in thinking that this
[urging the workers to vote
Labour] is a betrayal of com-
munism, or a renunciation of
the struggle against the social-
traitors’.

Of Gallacher’s letter to
Pankhurst’s paper, Lenin says:

‘In my opinion, this letter
to the editor expresses excel-
lently the temper and point of
view of the young communists,
or of rank-and-file workers
who are only just beginning
to accept communism.

‘This temper is highly gratify-

ing and valuable; we must
learn to appreciate it and sup-
port it for, in its absence, it
would be hopeless to expect
the victory of the proletarian
revolution in Great Britain.

‘. . . At the same time, we
must tell them openly and
frankly that a state of mind
is by itself insufficient for
leadership of the masses in a
great revolutionary struggle,
and that the cause of the
revolution may well be harmed
by certain errors that people
who are most devoted to the
cause of the revolution are

about to commit, or are
committing.’

This puts the criticism in a
different perspective.

In fact, on the basis of
Lenin’s advice and the work
of the first four congresses of
the Communist International,
the fight for a change was
begun for the British Com-
munist Party to overcome its
sectarianism, but this turn to
mass work was to fall victim,
as Comrade Spooner indicates,
to the growth of Stalinism after

1925.
CS.

Lenin considered that Sylvia Pankhurst and Willie Gallacher were
mistaken in thinking that urging workers to vote Labour was

‘a betrayal of communism’, In 1921, as can be seen in the picture,

the British CP, heeding Lenin’s advice, changed its policy

but this turn to the mass movement was to fall victim to the growth
of Stalinism after 1925. Seated (I. to r.) Tom Bell, Albert Inkpin,
Arthur MacManus, Willie Gallacher, Fred Peet.

Congratulations

excellent technical quality and
news coverage of the only
daily paper to the left of
Stalinism.

Despite my differences with
Trotskyism, I find its contents
instructive and informative es-
pecially the detailed report-
ing of the miners’ struggle and
the opposition in Russia.

Leftists who slate the SLL
as ‘sectarian’, whilst in the
same breath belittling the
daily, are themselves bei
sectarian, and are guilty o
crying ‘sour-grapes’.

Even if the pessimists are
proved right and Workers
Press has to cut back for fin-
ancial reasons, this will be a
reflection not on the compe-
tence or politics of its con-
tributors but on our bour-
geois-democratic  society in
which ‘freedom of the press’
is open to all—like the Ritz
Hotel!

I was pleased to see in
your October 23 issue the
article headed ‘Speed-up pro-
posed for clerical workers’.

As a white-collar worker I
have been concerned that
over the past 18 months the
struggle of such workers,
other than the teachers, have
gone almost unmentioned in
your press.

The major white collar
unions—CAWU, DATA and
ASTMS—are comparable in
size and importance to the
Boilermakers’ and Blastfur-
nacemen’s’ unions (to which
you give adequate attention).

Such inverted snobbery is
a mistake. Automation means
that inevitably the technical
unions will grow and it is
essential that a revolutionary
party must take account of
them.

In particular, Clive Jenkins,
the ‘cybernetic centrist’, op-
poses the incomes policy not
as an attack on the prole-
tariat, but as against the
national economic interest.

His view is that manual
workers’ wages should be al-
lowed to rise, so that em-
ployers find it profitable to
replace them by machines.

In other words, he wants
to see manual workers price
themselves out of the market,
industry modernized, and a
consequent increase in tech-
nician members of his union.

Further, over the Woolwich
shutdown negotiations, Jen-
kins accepted favourable re-
dundancy terms for his mem-
bers on condition that they
co-operate in running down
the works, thus aiding Wein-
stock in splitting manual and
technical workers.

Finally, during the GEC dis-
pute in Coventry early this
year, when the technicians
wanted to strike as a united

. CONGRATULATIONS on the _body,.the ASTMS leadership

refused to back them unless
they .struck in rotation, one
department at a time.

A technician
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should be made against him is
that he constantly smooths
sharp edges.

He pares down his con-
clusions to such an extent that
he gives the impression, in
spite of the correct facts he
reports, that it really was only
a question of ‘mistakes’,
‘errors of calculation’ and
‘inadequacies’ for which Stalin
alone was responsible. And
that is far from the whole
truth.

But can Nekritch be blamed
for that?

No, of course not. And the
best proofs of this are the
‘critics’ of his work.

Their ‘criticism’ shows that
Nekritch conducted his re-
search in the right direction
and that, on the road he
followed, the truth could be
reached. And those who fear
this truth are alarmed.

Defame

They set out to defame
Nekritch and terrorize other
historians.

I firmly believe that Nekritch
and all authentic Marxist
historians will have enough
courage not to be frightened
by the pitiful—and harmful to
our country—terrorist incan-
tations of the Deborines, the
Telpukhovskys and other pro-
pagandists of the lie.

They must pursue their re-
search on the period we have
looked at and establish the
complete truth in the interests
of our country.

As for those who, in the
fashion of Deborine and
Telpukhovsky, try to oppose
the truth, they are committing
the greatest crime one can
commit against our people and
our country.

They should remember the
great Cervantes’ wise and true
warning :

Falsifiers of history must be
punished just as counterfeiters
are punished.

~
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Review contains
misleading passages

DAVE SPOONER'’S review of
the volume ‘Selected Works’ of
Lenin (November 14) contains
a number of misleading pas-
sages.

For example he writes: ‘The
development of imperialism in
the late 19th century exerted
enormous pressure upon the

traditional working-class *

parties.

‘Kautsky ‘was the major
theoretical spearhead of this
revisionist trend, which was
based on the labour aristocracy
which enjoys a privileged
position within imperialism.’

Kautsky certainly became, in
the period following the out-
break of the First World War
in August 1914, a bitter oppon-
ent of the Russian Revolution
and Marxism.

He was a centrist covering
up for the right on the basic
questions of the struggle
against imperialist war and
against the German bourgeoisie.

But when Bernstein attacked
Marxism in the 1890s and, thus
‘spearheaded’ the revisionist
attack, Kautsky -was one
his opponents.

The writings of Lenin before
1913 contain many, many
acknowledgements of Kautsky’s
contributions to Marxist
analysis, and he replied
heatedly to those who at that
time suggested that the Bol-
sheviks were ‘a different kind
of Marxists’ from Kautsky.

Trotsky points out in his
‘Permanent Revolution’ that
both he and Lenin arrived at

similar conclusions to Kautsky

and Rosa Luxemburg on the
probability of the working class
achieving power in backward
Russia in advance of the rest
of Europe.

Comrade Spooner is rightly
anxious to point out the unique
contribution of Lenin on the
building of the revolutionary
party, and the fact that this
role required the defence of
Marxist theory against enemies
like Kautsky, but this cannot
be properly understood if the
actual history is distorted.

To write about the revisiof-"

ists revising Lenin’s character-
ization of imperialism, and then
to quote against them Lenin’s
article ‘Marxism and Revision-
ism’, can only mislead.

The article in question was
written some seven years be-
fore Lenin even set down his
characterization of imperialism.

The danger here is that
Marxism is not grasped his-
torically, in its contradictory
development, but presented as

Kautsky : Made important

contributions to Marxism before

I‘!‘l(s support of the First World
ar.

a fixed truth, to be defended
from outside attacks.

In dealing with Lenin’s ‘Left-
Wing Communism, an Infantile

Disorder’, Comrade Spooner
makes similar errors.
Lenin certainly strongly

attacked the oversimplified ‘no
compromise’ talk of Gallacher
and Pankhurst in Britain and
other ‘leftt communists in
Europe.

But it is wrong to say that
‘, . . Pankhurst, like the middle-
class protesters of yesterday,
defends the purity of her per-
sonal ideals’.

Whatever the undoubted in-
fluence of middle-class radical-
ism on Pankhurst’s group, that
group certainly cannot be
equated with the reactionary
middle - class  protesters  of
recent days.

On the contrary, Lenin did
not direct his criticism against
any ‘defence of personal ideals’.

He considered that ‘Sylvia
Pankhurst and Gallacher are
mistaken in thinking that this
[urging the workers to vote
Labour] is a betrayal of com-
munism, or a renunciation of
the struggle against the social-
traitors’.

Of Gallacher’s letter to
Pankhurst’s paper, Lenin says:

‘In my opinion, this letter
to the editor expresses excel-
lently the temper and point of
view of the young communists,
or of rank-and-file workers
who are only just beginning
to accept communism.

“This temper is highly gratify-

ing and valuable; we must
learn to appreciate it and sup-
port it for, in its absence, it
would be hopeless to expect
the victory of the proletarian
revolution in Great Britain.
‘. . . At the same time, we
must tell them openly and
frankly that a state of mind
is by itself insufficient for
leadership of the masses in a
great revolutionary struggle,

and that the cause of the
revolution may well be harmed
by certain errors that people
who are most devoted to the
cause of the

revolution are

about to commit, or are
committing.’

This puts the criticism in a
different perspective.

In fact, on the basis of
Lenin’s advice and the work
of the first four congresses of
the Communist International,
the fight for a change was
begun for the British Com-
munist Party to overcome its
sectarianism, but this turn to
mass work was to fall victim,
as Comrade Spooner indicates,
to the growth of Stalinism after

1925.
CS8.

Lenin considered that Sylvia Pankhurst and Willie Gallacher were
mistaken in thinking that urging workers to vote Labour was

‘a betrayal of communism’. In 1921, as can be seen in the picture,

the British CP, heeding Lenin’s advice, changed its policy

but this turn to the mass movement was to fall victim to the growth
of Stalinism after 1925. Seated (l. to r.) Tom Bell, Albert Inkpin,
Arthur MacManus, Willie Gallacher, Fred Peet.

Congratulations

excellent technical quality and
news coverage of the only
daily paper to the left of
Stalinism.

Despite my differences with
Trotskyism, I find its contents
instructive and informative es-
pecially the detailed report-
ing of the miners’ struggle and
the opposition in Russia.

Leftists who slate the SLL
as ‘sectarian’, whilst in the
same breath belittling the
daily, are themselves bei
sectarian, and are guilty o
crying ‘sour-grapes’.

Even if the pessimists are
proved right and Workers
Press has to cut back for fin-
ancial reasons, this will be a
reflection not on thé compe-
tence or politics of its con-
tributors but on our bour-
geois-democratic  society in
which ‘freedom of the press’
is open to all—like the Ritz
Hotel!

I was pleased to see in
your October 23 issue the
article headed ‘Speed-up pro-
posed for clerical workers’.

As a white-collar worker I
have been concerned that
over the past 18 months the
struggle of such workers,
other than the teachers, have
gone almost unmentioned in
your press.

The major white collar
unions—CAWU, DATA and
ASTMS—are comparable in
size and importance to the
Boilermakers’ and Blastfur-
nacemen’s’ unions (to which
you give adequate attention).

Such inverted snobbery is
a mistake. Automation means
that inevitably the technical
unions will grow and it is
essential that a revolutionary
party must take account of
them.

In particular, Clive Jenkins,
the ‘cybernetic centrist’, op-
poses the incomes policy not
as an attack on the prole-
tariat, but as against the
national economic interest.

His view is that manual
workers’ wages should be al-
lowed to rise, so that em-
ployers find it profitable to
replace them by machines.

In other words, he wants
to see manual workers price
themselves out of the market,
industry modernized, and a
consequent increase in tech-
nician members of his union.

Further, over the Woolwich
shutdown negotiations, Jen-
kins accepted favourable re-
dundancy terms for his mem-
bers on condition that they
co-operate in running down
the works, thus aiding Wein-
stock in splitting manual and
technical workers.

Finally, during the GEC dis-
pute in Coventry early this
year, when the technicians
wanted to strike as a united

.- CONGRATULATIONS on the . -.body,.the ASTMS. leadership -

refused to back them unless
they .struck in rotation, one
department at a time.

A technician

I AM 22. I’'ve been in the CP
for two years and I was in the
YCL for a few years before I
joined the Party.

I have always tried to
remain faithful to the gains
of the October Revolution, to
the thoughts of Marx, Engels
and Lenin and I've always
fought for socialism, for
freedom, for democracy.

I was shocked by the atti-
tude of the French CP during
the General Strike in 1968 but
I did believe they were right.

I was shocked by Stalin’s
crimes and I put a lot of hope
in the ‘de-Stalinization’, until
I realized there has never been
a  de-Stalinization in the

Soviet Union and Brezhnev
does not intend to bring one
along.

I was also terribly shocked
by the military aggression
against Czechoslovakia and
although I tried to justify it, to
understand it from their point
of view, I could not agree.

As I cannot agree to the
Soviet athletes going to Greece.

But as you point out, it is
not enough to say ‘yes’ or
‘no’ to the Soviet ession
against Czechoslovakia. One
must analyse the facts and
find out why they happened.

Doing that I came to the
conclusion that not only de-
Stalinization was necessary,
but also the recognition that

‘A young C.P. member writes:

Leon Trotsky was not the
‘traitor’, the ‘fascist agent’
we thought he was.

He was only a communist,
a Bolshevik, and also a close
comrade of Lenin during the
decisive days of October 1917.

And the fact that the
Socialist Labour League and
Workers Press exist should
also be admitted by the Party.

The ban on Workers Press
was, as far as I think, a
shameful action by the Party.

There is plenty more I could
say. I thought I'd write a bit
to Workers Press because
every time I write my worries
to the ‘Morning Star’, they
never appear in Readers’
Letters.

A regular reader

FOR DECADE upon decade
the workers of this country
have been in conflict with their
employers.

But never for many a year
have so many different sec-
tions of workers thrown down
the gauntlet and locked them-
selves in battle with their
bosses.

The reason for the-strikes
and sanctions which the wor-
kers use at their place of work
is simply one, money.

Many workers after working
50 or 60 hours a week take
home a wage-packet which
should make this government
blush with shame.

At this year’s Trades Union
Congress the Prices and In-
comes Board was voted out.

Workers should take their
cue from this decision and
make every claim a straight-
forward one with no strings
attached — after all produc-
tivity deals are a means of
reducing labour and mean the
surrendering of conditions
which over the years the
workers fought very hard to
attain.

The millionaire gutter-press
as always decries the efforts of
the workers to obtain a decent
living wage; they take sides
with the bosses and make
scurrilous attacks on the

workers.

It is heartening to see ‘The
Newsletter’ now published as
a daily paper with the title of
Workers Press and, I may add,
it is an appropriate name, for
its policy is to defend the
workers and put their case in
“proper perspective. :

1 am a regular reader of the
Workers Press and I shall go
on reading it, for it gives me
all the information on struggles

that are taking place through-
out the country and indeed
the world, for no matter which
part of the world a strike takes
place it is for the same prin-
ciple — the right to have a
decent wage.

This government, and many
trade union leaders, have paid
too much lip-service to social-
ism. The workers are now
looking for action.

Those who think they can
flirt with capitalism and still
achieve socialism are dis-
honest. Socialism can never
be achieved within the frame-
work of a capitalist society.

Once again I send my best
wishes to the Workers Press
and look forward to the day
on which it will be published
six days a week.

One good thing...

ONE GOOD thing about the
Workers Press is its freedom
from commercial advertising.
It’s refreshing to read the
truth without having to avoid
the advertisers’ announce-
ments.

Capitalism in decay spreads
corruption all over the earth,
poisoning fish and birds.

In the same way our minds
are constantly assaulted by
the varied techniques of sales
promotion.

The toddler eats not the

most nourishing cereal, but the
one with the nicest plastic toy
inside and learns his letters
from the cornflakes packet.
. The lonely old woman can-
not get her goods delivered,
but receives a steady supply
of circulars extolling the super-
market where she would be
completely overwhelmed and
lost.

Nationalized enterprises are
as much tied up with manu-
facturers’ advertising  gim-

"micks as any other business.

When you order a fire you
can have a canteen of cutlery
‘free”!

Doctors’ letter boxes are
stuffed with chemists’ samples.

Tube trains may be packed

Harry Shult
like sardine-tins and run
erratically, but the posters

hanging round are brilliant.

The controversy about the
dangerous properties of cycla-
mates is the latest example
of the principle of ‘sell first,
test later’.

This method was respon-
sible for thalidomide babies
and the cancer-stick addiction.

Manufacturers produce for
profit and build up the market
aggressively. Profits can be
used for advertising to avoid
taxation.

The well-being of the con-
sumer hardly enters into it,
and only downright, specific
lies are forbidden.

Women at home with their
children are particularly ex-
posed to the advances of the
tally-man and women out at
work may be pressurized into
many little purchases to make
up for their absence—the ‘I’ll
bring you something nice
back’ syndrome. ' :

When the workers take over

industry and distribution, we
may expect a massive: release..

of talent and effort wasted on
sales propaganda, and a great
sigh of relief from the public.

B. Russell.

PAGE THREE

Stalin’s
birthday —
thenand now

YOUR report of moves to re-
vive the celebration of Stalin’s
birthday in the Soviet Union
makes it appropriate to recall
Stalin’s reply to birthday
greetings from Ribbentrop in
1939.

In acknowledging the mes-
sage, Stalin referred to the
friendship between Russia and
Germany which had been
‘cemented with blood’.

The blood in question was,
of course, that shed in the
joint Hitler-Stalin operation
against Poland in the previous
September.

This callous cynicism of
Stalin’s was regarded by some
at the time as proof of his
masterly statesmanship—until
the Nazi onslaught on Russia
in June 1941, and the terrible
losses then suffered as a result

of Stalin’s ‘cleverness’, gave
them a jolt.
The British Communist

Party leadership have remained
ever since then acutely em-
barrassed by this episode of
Stalin’s quasi-alliance with
Hitler in 1939-1941, and have
always striven to suppress dis-
cussion of it, because of its
far-reaching implications,

I remember how when, on
returning from the Far East in
1946, I attended a ‘political
rehabilitation course’ at King
Street, I was made to feel a
proper cad because I tried to
question the glossing-over of
that period which was
attempted by the tutor.

But I did much later have
the satisfaction of learning
that this tutor had gone to
Pollitt and told him that he
would not deal with the sub-
ject again on any of these
courses, it was too embarrass-
ing !

One sometimes achieves
more effect by such efforts
than is immediately apparent
from the brass faces that Party
officials are trained to main-
tain. I mention this to en-
courage those Communist
Party members who may now
be struggling to force discus-
sion of ‘awkward’ questions in
their branches, at political
education classes, and so on.

Brian Pearce
Editorial footnote :
Brian Pearce, as many of our
readers will know, was a mem-
ber of the British Communist
Party from 1934 to 1957, and
wrote, under the pseudonym
of ‘Joseph Redman’, a number
of studies of Communist Party
history including ‘British
Socialists and the Moscow
Trials’ (available in ‘Moscow
Trials Anthology’ from New
Park Publications, 186a Clap-
ham High St.,, SW4, 12s. 6d.).
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Circus.

10.15 Omnibus: a portrait of

George Eliot,

11.30 Weatherman.

All regions as BBC-1 except at the
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Laugh-In.

11.05 News Summary.

11.10 Line-Up.

LT.V.

11.00 a.m. Church Service. 12.15
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6.00 News From ITN.
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10.10 News From ITN.
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1120 Tonight With David
Nixon.
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Talking, 2.13 Today’s eather. 2.15
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‘Thunder Road’ starring Robert Mit-
chum and Gene Barry. 4.45 The Golden
Shot. 5.30 Bugs Bunny. 6.00 National
News and Channel News Headlines.,
7.25 Feature Film: °‘The Kentuckian’
starring Burt Lancaster, Diana_Lynn,
Diane Foster.
10.10 National 12 midnight
Egllo ue, Weather.

SOUTHERN: 1.30 p.m. All Our Yester-
days. 2.00 Farm Progress. 2.25 Seaway.
3.15 Southern Soccer. 4.05 My Three
Sons. 4.35 Southern News. 5.30 The
Flaxton Boys. 8.20 e Sunday Film:
“The Wackiest Ship In The Army’
starring Jack Lemmon, Ricky Nelson
and John Lund. 12.05 a.m. Weather
Forecast, Question Time.

News.
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12 midnight Southern News Extra.

;rzi.os a.m. Weather Forecast, Question
me.

WESTWARD: 12.25 .m. All Our
Yesterdays. 3.55 Half-Time Round-up.
5.15 As Channel.

ANGLIA: 12,55 p.m. News. 5.15
Tarzan. 6.10 News. 6.15 Wheel Of
Fortune. 8.05 The Big Saturday Film:
‘The Bad and The Beautiful’ starring
Kirk Douglas and Lana Turner. 12
midnight Reflection.

ATV MIDLANDS: 12 noon The
English Sickness — Fact or Fiction?
12.25 p.m. All Qur Yesterdays. 3.55
Half-Time Round-Up. 5.15 Tarzan.
8.05 The Saturday Feature Film: ‘Some
Came Running’ starring Frank Sinatra,
Dean Martin, Shirley Maclaine, 12
midnight Weather Forecast.

YORKSHIRE: 12.55 p.m. News. 5.15
Cowboy In Africa. 6.15 The Saturday
Crowd. 7.00 Please Sir! 7.30 Ed,
Wallace. 8.30 ‘Ruby Gentry’ starring
lennlfer Jones and Charlton Heston.
2 mijdnight Weather.

A: 12 noon The English
S Fact or Fiction? 12.25 p.m.
Families Talking. 5.15 The Secret
Service. 5.40 Woodbinda — Animal

Doctor. 6.15 The Saturday Crowd. 7.00
Please Sir! 7.30 Mystery and Suspense:
‘The Hound Of The Baskervilles’ star-
ring Peter Cushing, Andre Morell and
Christopher Lee. 9.00 Strange Report.

TYNE TEES: 12.55 p.m. News. 3.35
Half-Time Round-Up. 5.15 Tarzan.
6.10 News. 6.15 Batman. 8.00 The
Saturday Film: ‘King Of The Roarin
Twenties’ starring David Janssen an
Mickey Rooneg'. 11.55 Alfred Hitchcock
Presents. 12.25 a.m. The Duteous Day
Now Closeth.

SCOTTISH: 12 noon-12.25 p.m. The
English Sickness — Fact or Fiction?
5.15 Cowboy In Africa. 6.15 The
Saturday Crowd. 7.00 Please Sir! 7.30
The Saturday Feature: ‘The Proud and
the Profane’ starrin% William Holden
and Deborah Kerr. 9.25 Scotsport. 12
midnight Late Call.

GRAMPIAN: 12.13 p.m. Vintage
Comics: ‘Off To California’. 12.30 The
Flintstones. 3.55 Half-Time Round-Up.
5.15 Cowboy In Africa. 6.10 News,
Highland League Results. 6.15 Wheel
Of Fortune. 8.00 Main Feature: ‘There
Was A Crooked Man’'.

9.10 Strange Report. -

WESTWARD: 1.05-1.25 p.m. You And
Your Child. 2.00 Farm and Country
News, 2.15 As Channel. 6.00 National
News. 6.15 As Channel. 12 midnight
Faith For Life. 12.06 a.m. Weather.

HARLECH: 12.15 p.m. Families Talk-
ing. 1.05-1.30 You And Your Child.
2.15 Star Soccer. 3.15 Parkin’s Patch.
3.45 Randall and Hopkirk (Deceased).
5.30 The Flaxton Boys. 7.25 Strange
Report. 8.25 Screen On Sunday: ‘Elmer
Gantry’ starring Burt Lancaster and
ean Simmons. 10.10 News.

creen On Sunday (part two). 11.20
This Is . . . Tom Jones. 12.15 a.m.
Weather.

Harlech (Wales) as above except:
5.30-6.00 p.m. Testrun Traford.

ANGLIA: 1.05-1.30 p.m. You And
Your Child. 1.55 Weather Trends. 2.00
Farming Diary. 2,30 The Baron. 3.25
Parkin’s Patch. 3.55 Match Of The
Week. 5.30 The Forest Rangers. 6.55
In Our Time. 7.23 Star Movie: ‘Father
Of The Bride' starring Spencer Tracy
and Elizabeth Taylor. 9.10 Strange
Report. 12.05 a.m. Reflection.

ATV MIDLANDS: 1.45 p.m. Whiplash.
2.15 Star Soccer. 3.15 ‘Crisis’ starring
Cary Grant, Jose Ferrer, Paula Ray-
mond. 5.30 e Secret Service. 7.25
The Sunday Feature Film: ‘Donovan’s
Reef’ starring John Wayne, Lee
Marvin, 9.10 Strange Report. 12.05
a.m. Weather Forecast.

YORKSHIRE: Families
Talking.
Child. 1.45 All Our Yesterdays. 2.15
Sunday Sport. 3.15 ‘Lease Of Life’
starring Robert Donat and Kay Walsh.
5.00 Julia. 5.30 The Flaxton Boys.
7.25 Hawaii Five-O. 8.20 ‘Destroyer’

12.15  p.m.

1.05-1.30 You And Your

- -

starring Edward G. Robinson and
Glenn Ford. 12.05 a.m. Late Weather.

GRANADA: 12.35 p.m. Your Livi
Body. 1.00 You And Your Child. 1.2
All Our Yesterdays. 1.55 Fireball XLS5.
2,25 The Short Story. 2.55 Football.
3.50 The Pursuers. 4.15 Survival. 5.30
The Flaxton Boys. 7.25 The Big
Picture: ‘The Seventh Dawn’ starri
William Holden, Capucine an
Susannah York. 9.40 Dragnet.

TYNE TEES: 10.10 a.m. Postgraduate
Medicine, 12.15 p.m. Families Talking.
2.00 Farming Outlook. 2,30 Shoot.
3.20 Sunday Matinee: ‘The Ugly Duck-
ling’ starring Bernard Bresslaw and
ohn Pertwee. 5.30 The Flaxton Boys.
.25 It Takes A Thief. 8.25 Film
Premiere: ‘Murder Inc.’ starring Stuart
Whlttman, May Britt. 12.05 a.m. Sacra-
ment.

SCOTTISH: 1.30 p.m. All Our Yester-
days. 2.00 Diane’s Magic Theatre.
3.15 Feature Film: °‘Rogue’s March’
starring _ Peter Lawford, Richard
Greene. 5.30 The Flaxton Boys. 7.25
Hogan’s Heroes. 7.55 The Bogart
Festival: ‘The Maltese Falcon’ starring
Humphrey Bogart, Mary Astor, Peter
Lorre, Sydney Greenstreet. 9.55 Age
Of The Buffalo. 12.02 a.m. Late Call.

GRAMPIAN: 11.40 a.m. Postgraduate
Medicine. 1.05-1.29 p.m. You And
Your Child. 1.45 Farm Progress. 2.45
All Our Yesterdays. 3.10. Sherlock
Holmes Film Library. 5.30 The Ghost
and Mrs Muir. 6.55 Action News. 7.25
Marcus Welby MD. 8.25 This Is . . .
Tom Jones, 9.25 ‘Hud’:starring Paul
Newman (part one). 10.10 News,
Weather. 10.20 ‘Hud’ (part two). 11.35
Sunday Talks.
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CEYLON

Tro

Delegates voting on-the main
resolution at the conference.

skyist
youth In

conference

THE Ceylon Trotskyist youth
organization, Revolutionary Com-
munist Youth, held its highly

successful second conference in
Colombo on October 24.

A correspondent writes:

MORE than 200 young workers, unemployed
youth and students attended the conference,
which showed the rapid expansion of the
Trotskyist forces that has taken place during

the past year in Ceylon.

The International

Resolution adopted at the

conference stated its determination ta fight for the
building of a revolutionary Youth International support-

ing the Fourth International.

The necessity for an
international  perspective
was firmly accepted by the
conference, which saw its
work in Ceylon as an in-
tegral part of the world
struggle by the forces of
the International Com-
mittee to rebuild the
Fourth International as the
centralized international
leadership of the working
class.

The youth conference
hammered out perspectives
for expanding its activities
and for developing into a
mass youth movement able
to provide the forces for
building the Ceylonese sec-
tion of the Fourth Inter-
national.

The intensification of the
capitalist crisis—economic and
political—has created a real
upsurge of the class struggle
in Ceylon.

The past two years have
seen three massive strike
waves involving hundreds and
thousands of workers in
response to the attacks of
the capitalist class on the liv-
ing standards of the masses.

The Dbetrayals of these
struggles by the Stalinists and
the Pabloite revisionists em-
phasise the need for a new
revolutionary leadership.

s

The fruits of Pabloism are
seen in this liquidation of a
promising revolutionary cadre
which gathered round the
LSSP(R) after the majority of
the LSSP entered Mrs
Bandaranaike’s capitalist coali-
tion government in 1964.

The assimilation of the
lessons from this degeneration
due to Pabloism was at the
lli%? of all the work of the

The development of the
Trotskyist forces in Ceylon is
a sign that the upsurge of
the international class struggle
is laying the basis for build-
ing sections of the Fourth
International in the colonial
and semi-colonial countries to
establish proletarian leader-
ship in the anti-imperialist
struggle and to confirm the
programme of the Fourth In-
ternational in struggle against
all revisionists, Stalinists and
the petty-bourgeois national-
1sts.

The RCY conference was
pervaded by this sense of re-
volutionary optimism.

It resolved to fight for a
weekly Trotskyist paper in
Sinhala and a fortnightly
Tamil paper from the beginn-
ing of 1970.

There was a highly success-
ful demonstration through the
main streets of Colombo and
a packed public meeting after
the conference.

Growing

The Revolutionary Com-
munist Youth and its parent
organization, the Revolution-
ary Communist League, are
growing in this situation,
which provides unparalleled
opportunities for Marxists.

The conference also noted
the birth of neo-fascist move-
ments, notably one led by
R. G. Senanayake and calling
itself the Sinhalese People’s
Party, which wuses Sinhala
communalism to build up a
mass base.

The RCY pledged itself to
go forward in a ruthless
struggle against these forces
and to build working-class
unity on a socialist programme.

The three Pabloite organiza-
tions—the Lanka Samasamaja
Party (LSSP—affiliated to the
Pabloite United Secretariat
until 1964), the LSSP(R) of
Bala Tampoe (the Unified Sec-
retariat’s present Ceylon sec-
tion) and the Revolutionary
Samasamaja Party (RSP) of
Edmund Samarakoddy—are in
severe crisis.

Leading members of the
LSSP, including MPs, are
openly going over to the capi-
talist United National Party
government.

Dwindled

The LSSP(R) and the RSP
have dwindled to little more
than nameboards, unable to
publish even monthly papers
regularly, and are rapidly dis-
integrating.

The LSSP(R), the section
recognized by the Unified
Secretariat today has no more
than 30 or 40 members and
lacks any base in the youth.

The RSP is even smaller.
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On that occasion, he
announced that Wilson
would do something for
the car workers, and
painted up his chat with

We complain of distortion
in ‘The Observer’

WE ARE publishing for the information of
our readers the full text of the correspon-
dence between ourselves and ‘The Observer’
concerning the story on the Workers Press
which appeared in the Pendennis column
of ‘The Observer’, November 9.

Dear Sir,

I wish to correct the factual
inaccuracies and damaging
insinuations made against the
Workers Press in your
November 9 issue (‘Trotting
Up The Workers’, page 44).

Any mystery about the
source of funds for the
Workers Press is entirely of
your own manufacture. The
money was collected from
members and supporters - of
the Socialist Labour League
and the Young Socialists and
readers of ‘The Newsletter’.

The fund was collected in
a series of stages, the vast
bulk of it at public meetings.
The first stage, up to May 30,
1968, brought in £3,000. The
fund collection was then
halted while £1,000 was col-
lected to send to our com-
rades in France.

The second stage, in which
£12,000 was collected, cul-
minated in a public meeting
at Camden Town Hall on
November 10, 1968, at which
the collection brought the
fund to over £14,000.

A further £1,000 was col-
lected over the days follow-
lngg bringing the total to
£15,000.

¢

The next stage, which
brought the fund to
£25,216 18s. was climaxed by
a meeting in the Porchester
Hall, London, at which
£2,404 15s. was raised to
comme a total of over
£25,000.

Having thus ensured the
ublication of the Workers
ress, our members and sup-
porters collected a further
£4,529 1s. 5d. between May
4 and September 28.

At the inaugural rally for
the paper in Brighton’s West
Pier Theatre on September
28, a collection totalling
£1,867 18s. 6d. was taken.

The bulk of the fund for
the daily paper was collected
in public rallies to which the
press were invited. Like most
of the other capitalist papers,
‘The Observer did not deign
to report any of these events.
That gives it still less right
to put into circulation lying

rumours about the source of
the money.

Thousands of people who
attended the rallies witnessed
the money being collected.
The entire campaign for the
Workers Press fund was fully
reported in ‘The Newsletter’,
forerunner of the Workers
Press.

It is clear that an attempt
is being made in collusion
with members of the Com-
munist Party—who dare not
come out openly with their
slanders—to discredit Trot-
skylsm by means of vile
insinuation.

The anonymous Communist
Party members who are
‘hinting darkly’ that the money
behind the paper comes from
‘American millionaire Trot-
:kylst:’ must know this is a

It is a lie in the .worst
teadition of Stalinist slanders
agairst Trotskyism.

w

While Trotsky was alive he
was falsely accused of receiv-
ing Nazi gold. 20 years after
he was struck down by the
GPU’s murder machine, tht
Stalinists equally falsply
accuse his followers of making
millions out of his estate.

The Socialist Labour
League has no connection with
the Trotsky estate, which as
far as we knmow receives the
royalties on Trotsky’s books.

So far as we are aware,
the money is used to provide
for the upkeep of Trotsky’s
house in Mexico and for other
purposes decided by Trotsky’s
grandson. Neither the Social-

ist Labour League mnor the
]Workers Press receives any of
t. '

On a par with your retail-
ing of this unfounded
Stalinist gossip—all of which
could have been checked and
found to be baseless—is your
repetition of personmal attacks
on the Socialist Labour
League leadership.

Your cheap gibes about
‘skinheads’, ‘tough guys’ and
‘non-whites’” are an open
expression of liberal hos-
tility, racialism, and hatred of
Marxism.

* }

You seem to be intent on
proving you can stoop as low
as the Stalinists in attacking
Trotskyism and its press.

But you only prove you are
politically as bankrupt as
they are.

Even worse is your attempt
to represent the Workers
Press as ‘anti-Soviet’.

Our fight against the Stalin-
ist bureaucracy has always,
without exception, been con-
ducted on the basis of the un-
conditional defence of the
USSR.

Unlike the Communist
Party who are the foremost
defenders of bureaucratic
privilege against the Soviet
workers and intellectuals,
Trotskyism defends the USSR
by fighting consistently against
the bureaucracy and its privi-
leges, which threaten all the
conquests of October.

We do not expect the capi-
talist publicity machine to
back the Workers Press, but

we surely bave a right to
expect even ‘The Observer’ to
check its facts and assertions
before retailing the latest
Communist Party lies and
gossip about our paper.

John Spencer,
Assistant Editor.

Dear Mr Spencer,

Thank you for your letter.
I've discussed it with
Pendennis: we can’t find in
his piece on the Workers Press
the factual inaccuracies and
damaging insinuations you
mention. You seem to assign
to Pendennis responsibility for
remarks and opinions which
he was simply reporting, cor-
rectly, as having been made by
‘resentful Communists’.

w
We thought this piece
would provide some possibly
useful  publicity for the

Workers Press.

Pendennis spoke of your
paper as ‘well-produced’ and
‘professionally written’, and
presented it to our readers
as a remarkable achievement
in the short time since it
began. You seem to have mis-
interpreted his intentions.

Yours sincerely,

Charles Davy,
Assistant Editor.

Dear Sir,
Your reply to my letter of
November is completely

unsatisfactory and evasive. It
does nothing to explain why
Pendennis saw fit to retail
gossip picked up from the
Communist Party, gossip

which could without difficulty
have been checked and found
to be false.

If the publication of un-
substantiated, unfavourable
and untrue rumours is not
damaging, then what is?

It is hard to see how the
publication of your article
‘Trotting Up The Workers'—
even the headline is snide
and derogatory—could pro-
vide any ‘possibly useful pub-
licity’ for the Workers Press.

On the other hand it seems
perfectly calculated to give
the maximum publicity to
anonymous Stalinist liars.

In addition, the entire tone
of the article, with its
references to our organization
as ‘anti-Soviet’ and a ‘splinter
group’, to our editor as ‘non-
white’, and to our National
Secretary as ‘an Irish tough
guy’ and ‘a political skinhead’
is aimed to denigrate the
Socialist Labour League, its
leadership and its daily paper.

There is absolutely no
foundation in fact for your
claim that some of the money
from your Stalinist informants’
mythical ‘American millionaire
Trotskyists’ ‘may find its way
to Clapham’.

*

As 1 pointed out in detail
in my previous letter, the
money for the daily paper was
collected in the course of a
public campaign, the vast bulk
of it at public meetings.

This being the case, it is a
highly damaging insinuation
to imply that some of it may
come from ‘American mil-
lionaires’ of whatever political
tendency.

Not only is there not a
shred of truth in this story,
but your failure to correct it
by publishing the facts set out
in my letter can only be in-
terpreted as a desire to per-
;ist in damaging the Workers

ress.

If this is not your inten~
tion, you have a simple remedy
—to publish my reply to your
article, and thus answer the
Stalinist rumours and innuen-
does contained in ‘Trotting
Up The Workers’.

John Spencer,
Assistant Editor.

CLOTHING WORKERS are up in arms about
the recently-agreed wages settlement between

their union’s executive and the

Clothing

Manufacturer’s Federation.

Earlier this year a special
report from the Prices and
Incomes Board had some
damaging things to say
about the clothing industry
—wages were low, the rate
of exploitation was high
and there was a lack of
organization amongst
workers.

When it was published
some workers were misled
into thinking that some-
thing positive would come
from it.

But its purpose was to con-
vince them to accept ‘modern-
ization’ through work study
and Measured-Day Work, as
a way to improve their
earnings.

New settlement

This new wages settlement
flows directly from the report
and from the Donovan Report
before it.

The employers have had
the active support of the
union leadership as well as of
the government.

Two weeks ago a packed
meeting of the Leeds No 2
branch of the Tailor and
Garment Workers’ Union
unanimously passed a resolu-
tion rejecting the settlement
as ‘paltry’.

Calling for the re-opening
of negotiations on the basis
of a ls.-an-hour increase for
men and women, irrespective
of earnings, it demanded the
productivity clauses in the
present agreement be deleted

as being against the best
interests of the clothing
workers.

180b Clapham High Street, London,
SW.4.

If there was any undue

Barbara Slaughter looks
behind a new pay deal

Measured-Day Work
in clothing industry

delay it was agreed that a
national union conference be
called to decide further action.

Series of strikes

The agreement offers 9id.
an hour to workers on
minimum rates, 4d. an hour to
women and 5d. an hour to
men earning above the
minimum.

There have already been a
series of lightning strikes
throughout the North East at
Gateshead, Peterlee and
South Shields.

Shop stewards are confident
that tge battle will be taken
up in Leeds, which is the
centre of the industry.

Why is it necessary?

Since the last war clothing
manufacturers have moved
into high unemployment areas
in search of cheap labour.

Assisted by big government
grants, factories have been set
up in Jarrow, South Shields,
Peterlee and other places on
Tyneside.

Recently they have moved
further north into Scotland.

These are areas which do
not have a strong clothing
industry tradition. In the new
factories the employers have
introduced new machines and
methods which
intensified

roduction
ve enormously
exploitation.

This has been done without
any opposition from the union
leadership.

Machines like the one for
fusing canvas to the front of
a jacket have cut out
thousands of jobs.

The employers are now pre-
paring to go much further
with the modernization pro-
gramme. This means breaking
down traditional practices in
the long-established clothing
centres.

The agreement makes it
clear that this is what they
propose to do.

Work-study demand

The employers and the
union leadership jointly call
for increased production.

They declare that ‘work-
measurement and method-
study are essential for

establishing the work content
and in installing and regu-
lating payment - by - results
schemes. Wherever possible
the rate shall be established
by work-study’.

They list three types of
incentive schemes: piece-work
(where earnings increase in the
same proportion as output),

split incentive or bonus
schemes, and Measured-Day
Work.

All three systems are ac-
ceptable, they say.

It is pointed out that

modernization  will mean
changes in production
methods.

Although safeguards are

mentioned the agreement also
states:

‘This should not preclude
adjustments being made be-
tween rates which have
proved too tight or too loose,
the object being to provide
equal opportunity where in
certain instances the oppor-
tunities might have become
unequal.

‘Where operations are de-
skilled by virtue of changes of
method or machinery the
current earnings of operators
must be protected for a
reasonable period.

‘However new operators on
the de-skilled operations must
accept that the yield for the
job may be less than that
previously paid.’

Reason for first clause

This is the reason for the
first clause in the agreement
that the period of learnership
should be reduced to two
years. The work will be de-
skilled and rates will be cut
accordingly.

A qualified worker is
actually defined in the agree-
ment as someone able to carry
out ‘the work in hand to
satisfactory standards of
safety, quantity and quality’.

This means the sack for
those who cannot achieve the
required standard.

As in the car industry,
Measured-Day Work means
speed-up in an industry
where most workers feel that
they are working at maximum
speed already.

And all this has been sold
by the union leadership for
5d. and 4d. per hour for men
and women respectively.

More than this! In the past
it has been a legal require-
ment that all bonus schemes
should be based on the
national minimum rate or
above.

The new agreement states
specifically that ‘where an
hourly rate is paid plus an
incentive bonus, the hourly
rate may be less than the
general minimum rate’l

On piece-work the agree-
ment goes further. At present,
it is general in the clothing
industry that in a piece-work
or incentive scheme the yield
level for the average worker
should be 33 per cent above
the starting rate.

The new agreement states
the employers can pay a 20
per cent yield level.

Feeling building up

This agreement has been
reached behind the backs of
clothing workers. Enormous
feeling is building up in the
factories that it must be re-
jected completely.

Like many other sections of
lower paid workers they are
determined to fight for a
substantial increase in wages
without productivity strings.

This means taking on not
only the clothing employers,
but the Labour government
and the union leadership.

It means a fight for equal
pay for all clothing workers
now.

It means a fight for the
nationalization of the - big
monopolies in the industry
linked with the nationalization
of the banks.

MR DICK ETHERIDGE, Communist Party
executive member, convenor of the Austin
motor factory at Longbridge, Birmingham, and
AEF delegate at the TUC, is perhaps best
known for his private tea-time chat with Prime
Minister Wilson during the car-workers’ lobby
of the Labour Party conference in 1966.

BY JOHN SPENCER

Wilson as a major victory.

Three years later, Ether-
idge is still following out
the same opportunist line,
this time providing a cover
for the manoeuvrings which
took place at the TUC Con-
gress in October.

This month’s issue of the
AEF journal features his
article on this year’s Congress,
which, Etheridge writes, was
‘Xictory all the way' for the

EF.
The TUC Congress, it will
be remembered, set the seal

on the class-collaboration poli- |

cies worked out by the
Croydon conference of trade
union executives in June.

NO COMMENT

The article, of course,
makes no comment on the
rotten character of the com-
promise arrived at during that
meeting, where it was decided
that the TUC would police
the unions against unofficial
strikers.

Etheridge instead states ‘We
unanimously elected a new
general secretary, Bro. Vic
Feather, and there was a feel-
ing of confidence at the meet-
ing that with a new secretary
and new policies, the TUC
was a force that no govern-
ment could afford to ignore’.

The AEF, says Etheridge,
‘played an honourable’ and
positive role’ in this.

WARNING

Etheridge’s open admission
of support for the ‘new poli-
cies’ of the TUC and for
general  secretary  Feather
should be a warning to all
car workers.

The Communist Party, which
Etheridge represents, is more
and more openly lining up
with Wilson and the TUC
against the working class.

No real defence of the
unions can be expected from
those who support Feather
and the TUC's strike-breaking
agreement with Wilson.

There is little doubt that hes
is speaking on behalf of
Gollan, Ramelson and com-

Dick Etheridge
praises Feather

Scanlon
defends
T.U.C.

plan

By a Workers Press
correspondent

MR HUGH SCANLON,
president of the Amalga~
mated Union of Engineer-
ing and Foundryworkers,
speaking at a Warwick
University meeting Thurs-
day night, said:

‘The antagonism between
capital and labour is
irreconcilable. However in
the [Second World] war the
unions voluntarily harnessed
themselves to the state and
had a no-strike pledge in
order to fight fascism. This
was right. I broke more
strikes then than [ ever
made in that period.”

Following this clear, open ad-
mission, Scanlon vigorously
defended his role in helping
to vote in the TUC plan of
action on strikes against
union members who critl-
cized him,

“The unions voluntarily gave
this power to the TUC. It
was either the TUC plan or
penal legislation,” he said.

Dismissing the fact that a
general strike would have
stopped those penal laws
and the TUC sell-out Scan-
lon said:

‘I'm not going to be a general
without am army’, even
though 250,000 workers
struck unofficially on May

Scanlon finished up by plead-
ing for mew procedures in
engineering and company
agreements with shop stew=
ards having full . respons
sibility for these and for
carrying them out.

CENTRAX

STRIKERS

ANGERED BY PRESS

WORKERS on strike at the
Centrax light engineering
factories in Exeter, Newton
Abbott and Heathfield were
incensed on Wednesday by
press attacks calling shop
stewards ‘a bunch of
troublemakers and
agitators’.

The signs are that the 1,100
strikers are not prepared to
return to work until all their

demands have been met.
The management, with the
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ATTACKS

aid of the local newspapers
and TV, has been conducgfng
a campaign against the strikers,
deliberately distorting their
dema.n_rh ds.

.The men are claiming parit;
with the Bristo]l area, w!iicg
would involve a 4s. an hour
rise.

Some of the lower paid
workers go home with as little
as £9 10s for 40 hours work.
Operators take home a basic
£12 plus bonus which does
not average more than 30s a
week for 40 hours.

Across the board

D. Ferguson, chairman of
Centrax committee stated:

‘The strike is for this sub-
sgantial interim wage increase
right across the board. The
strikers are not prepared to
accept or discuss any produc-
tivity deal until these in-
creases have been paid.’

He went on to point out
that the claim that workers
were earning £19 10s per week,
as reported in the local press,
was an ‘absolutely ludicrous
and fictitious figure — wage
slips in our possession can
confirm that their claim is a
deliberate lie’.

The tactics of the Centrax
bosses make it clear that they
will not yield without a fight.

They have resorted to every
means at their disposal to
isolate and break the strike.

Workers allege executives
have been working machines
and company cars have been
used to convey material.

Letters have been sent to
individual workers ‘offering’
as one worker put it, ‘a miser-
able increase of wages tied to
productivity deals’.

The workers reacted angrily
to this underhanded deal by
burning the letters at the
factory gates.

The usual spate of venomous
bourgeois insults were directed
against the strikers by the
press and television.

Extend greetings

Dave Ferguson, on f of
the strike committee stated
that they would like to extend
their greetings to the Workers
Press for its support of the
strike.

‘I see the Workers Press as
the one paper fighting on be-
half of the working class’, he
said.

The workers on strike at
these three factories see this
fight as a crucial one — one
which they have to win.

‘We believe we are in the
vanguard to eradicate low
wages in the West,’ com-
mented one picket.
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