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£1.000 fun

November
total reaches
£1009-8s.-44.

BY 8.15 a.m. on Monday,
December 1, our Novem-
ber monthly appeal fund
had reached £1,009 8s.
4d.

This is truly splendid
when one takes into
account the really great
efforts by our readers to
successfully build up the
circulation of Workers
Press.

We shall have more
good news later on this
week —so now on to
December 31st £1,000
monthly fund.

Send the donations in
early. Post to:

Monthly Appeal Fund

Workers Press
186a Clapham High Street
London, SW4.

Unborn babies-

C.P. SUPPORTS
WILSON’S VISIT
TO NIXON

THE FIGHT to stop Wilson’s visit to Washington is
on. And predictably, the first to speak out in favour
of the visit to Nixon was John Gollan, British Com-
munist Party secretary.

deformed by
chemical
still in use

AS MORE and more US soldiers were coming:

forward to give their accounts of the ‘Pinkville’
massacre, it was revealed at the weekend that

defoliant chemicals used by the US Air Force m-

Vietnam are causing the birth of thousands of

deformed babies.

No one should have any
illusions about Nixon’s de-
termination to continue
with his policy of genocide
against the  Vietnamese
people.

For not only are the
chemicals involved exempt
from Nixon’s ‘ban’, announced
last week, on chemical and
biological weapons, but the
US government has been
aware of the terrible effects of

the defoliants for many
months.
South Vietnamese news-

papers have carried reports
of the births of deformed
babies throughout the country-
side.

A prominent biologist, Pro-
fessor E. W. Pfeiffer, who
was recently in Vietnam, has
said that the births of de-
formed babies had multiplied
so enormously that the Saigon
Health Ministry had made all
the statistics secret.

Unpublished

The Professor said that the
US government was informed
of these effects in a report,
as yet unpublished, which was
submitted many months ago
to the government's National
Cancer Institute by a private
research laboratory.

The defoliants, ‘2,4,5-T"
and ‘2,4-D’, were given
orally to pregnant mice and
produced deformities such as
cleft palates and blindness.

The report makes no com-
ment on the effects of the
chemicals on pregnant women
who are much more sensitive

WEATHER

Qutlook for Wednesday and
Thursday: Sunny intervals and
showers, chiefly in the north,
where they will turn to sleet
or snow. Becoming colder
from the north.

London area, SE England,
East Anglia, Central Southern
England, E Midlands: Dry
with bright intervals. Wind W
light or moderate. Near nor-
mal. Maximum 8C (46F).

SW England: Dry with bright
intervals becoming cloudy
later. Wind W moderate be-
coming fresh, Near normal.
Maximum 10C (50F).

Channel Islands, Central
Northern England: Dry with
bright intervals. Wind W light
or moderate. Near normal.
Maximum 7C (45F).

NW  England, Edinburgh:
Rather cloudy with rain
spreading from W during

afternoon and evening. Wind
moderate or fresh, SW. Near
normal. Maximum 8C (46F).

Glasgow area, N Ireland:
Cloudy with some rain but
snow on mountains, becoming
brighter and drier later. Winds
SW fresh, becoming W fresh
or strong. Near normal. Maxi-
mum 9C (48F).

BY PETER READ

to drugs than laboratory

animals.

The US government is
quite consciously using
weapons which it knows will
result in thousands upon
thousands of babies being
born deformed in the same
terrible way as the thalido-
mide babies.

The growing awareness that
the US imperialists will use
every means to destroy the
Vietnamese people is one of
the main forces behind the
mounting opposition to the
‘wa4ar.

There is no question of a
@ PAGE 4 COL. 1 —»

Yesterday’s ‘Morning
Star’ carried this report
of Gollan’s speech to a
Communist Party public
meeting in Leeds on
Sunday :

‘Pinkville has shown that
Vietnamese accusations that
the US is practising geno-
cide in Vietnam are true,
Mr Gollan said in Leeds
yesterday.

‘“This horror can’t be
shrugged off by sacrificing
Lieut. Calley or Capt.
Medina as the fall guys”,
commented the Communist
Party’s general secretary.
“The real criminal is Nixon
as commander-in-chief” . . .

Having condemned Nixon
as ‘the real criminal’, what
does Gollan propose as the
next step to develop solidarity
with the Vietnamese people ?

Does he demand that
Wilson refuse to meet this
exponent of genocide? On the
contrary.

Gollan says that he should
go to Washington :

‘Which voice is it going to
be when Wilson goes to
Washington ? [our emphasis].
That of George Brown
[Gollan’s ‘fall guy’] who says
stop the weeping and get on
with the war, and Stewart
who justifies the atrocities, or
that of the labour and pro-
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LEEDS

Wednesday, December 3, 8 p.m.
The ‘Old Bar
Students’ Union, Leeds University

Speakers :
CLIFF SLAUGHTER (Central Committee member,
Socialist Labour League)
JOHN NOLAN (Young Socialists)
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The Cornwallis Bullding
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MIKE BANDA (Editor of Workers™ Press)

SHEILA TORRANCE (National Secretary of the
Young Socialists)
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STOP THE
VISIT—SAY
MERSEY
STEWARDS

JOSEPH LUCAS' Mersey-
side area shop stewards
committee, meeting on
Sunday, have supported the
campaign to stop Wilson’s
January visit to Washington.

Their

resolution con-

demned - the “atrocities -coms=- -

mitted by American troops
in Vietnam, demanded the
withdrawal of all American
troops from Vietnam now,
called for the cancellation
of Wilsen’s Washington
visit and a break from
Nixon’s war policy.

gressive movement who want
an end to the war now?’

Here we have the heart of
counter-revolutionary Stalinist
politics.

Gollan acknowledges in the
same speech that in Australia
and the United States, the
working class is beginning to
move against the war.

Build-up

Yet it is precisely now,
when the opportunities exist
in Britain for similar class
action, that Gollan builds up
Wilson as the main agency for
halting the war:

‘Mr Gollan said that pres-
sure should be exerted on the
Prime Minister now. He called
on every organization and
every individual to flood
Downing Street and the MPs
with the demand that Britain
should dissociate itself from
the war and that US troops
should be withdrawn now.’

So just at the time when
the working class’s revolt
against Wilson’s wages
policy reaches a level when
it can be broadened into a
struggle on international
aspects of Wilson’s policy,
Gollan steps in to protect
the Labour leaders, calling
upon Wilson to ‘speak for
Britain’ when he visits ‘the
real criminal’ in Washington
early next year.

Right from the outset then,
the campaign to stop Wilson
speaking for Labour and the
working class, not ‘Britain’,
meets the determined oppo-
sition of the Stalinists.

In this they are consistent.

Opposed

When the Socialist Labour
League called for a campaign
against the Piices and In-
comes Bill at the end of 1965,
the Stalinists opposed it as
being premature.

When they did finally enter
the campaign, it was to pro-
tect those ‘left’ trade union
leaders and Labour MPs who
were afraid to fight Wilson.

Now the Stalinists again
come to the hard-pressed
Wilson's assistance, just when
the growing revulsion against
the war is threatening to
challenge the imperialist foun-
dations of the Labour govern-
ment’s foreign policy.

Unlike the Stalinists, we
believe that class solidarity
with the Vietnamese people
can best be expressed at
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BY ROBERT BLACK

Striking women teachers seenm before enter

quarters

Teachers
in militant

ALMOST 5,000 teachers—
including 500 members of
the National Association
of Schoolmasters—stopped
work in 330 schools all
over England and Wales
yesterday at the start of
a two-week selected strike
for their interim £135 pay
claim.,

Wales, the North West,
Manchester, Birmingham
and London were among the
worst-hit areas.

Altogether, 81 local

education authorities are
affected by the strike.

ing yesterday’s meeting at the NUT’s London head-

mood

BY JOHN SPENCER

400 London strikers met
yesterday in the basement of

Hamilton House, the NUT's

headquarters, and sent
a solidarity message to fellow-
strikers in other parts of the
country.

The strikers’ mood was
clearly expressed in the roar
of ‘Nol’ which went up when
they were asked if they would
accept rumoured offers of £84

HALF-HEARTED

Faced with this kind of

- determination, platform

speakers made an effort to

appear militant—without com-

mitting themselves to anything

beyond the present less than
half-hearted action.

Stanley  Newens, NUT-
sponsored ‘left’” MP for Epp-
ing, said the teachers had
reached a high pitch of anger
with the way their claims were
treated by the ‘community at
large’.

The strike, he said, had
‘really shown people right
throughout the community
that teachers mean business’.

Having thus absolved the
Labour government, Newens
went on to appeal demagogi-
cally for a cut-back in over-
seas military expenditure—the
sav;ngs to be invested in edu-
cation.

By obscuring the teachers’
real enemy —the Labour
government — the ‘lefts’ and
NUT leaders are doing their
best to- keep the. struggle on
the level of protest, providing
a safety-valve for militancy in
‘selective’ strikes, instead of
making it an all-out national
action.

Briefly

MERGERS APPROVED : Mrs
Barbara Castle, Secretary of
State for Employment and
Productivity, does not intend
to refer three proposed mer-
gers to the Monopolies Com-
mission.

National Westminster Bank
Ltd is to go ahead to acquire
Lombard Bank Ltd.

Jessel Securities, Parnell
Electrical Industries Ltd and
Falks Ltd are involved in
merger talks and the special

~products group of GEC-
English Electric will merge
with the Rotax subsidiary of
Joseph Lucas (Industries) Ltd.

STEEL SCHEME: The British
Steel Corporation is to spend
an additional £4 million at the
Spencer steel works at Llan-
wern, near Newport.

Earlier this -year, the £7.5
million first phase of the
scheme was announced.

Both projects are scheduled
for completion in 1972.

BOEING 707 CRASH : A Pan
American Boeing 707 jet air-
liner crashed on taking off
from Sydney airport yesterday
through colliding with a large
flock of birds.

The aircraft was travelling
at high speed on the runway

Scottish bus strike spreads

dinburgh

men warn
management

BUSMEN from Edinburgh’s New Street SMT depot
have decided to stop work in support of East and
Central Scotland crews who have been on strike for two

weeks.

Their  resolution  was
carried 130 votes to 22 at a
midnight meeting on Satur-
day (November 29).
Management was warned to
start immediate negotiations
for an £18-a-week minimum
wage.

The strike began in Kirk-
caldy, originally over the
operation of indicator board
levers.

But this issue became sub-
merged in the wider demand
for a £4-a-week increase in
pay and the strike spread to
bus depots throughout East
and Central Scotland.

There is a real determin-
ation to win the claim and a
growing awareness that this
can only be done in conflict
with the leaders of the Trans-
port and General Workers’
Union.

Five-hour meeting

A special delégate meeting
held in Glasgow on Tuesday

(November 25), attended by

80 delegates from every depot

in the Scottish bus group,
recommended a return to
work.

The meeting, which lasted
five hours, agreed to submit a
claim for a basic £18 minimum
for drivers, conductors and
conductresses.

When the delegates reported
to depot meetings, however,
the majority of the crews on
strike rejected the recom-
mendation to return to work
and other depots decided to
come out.

In depots where single-
manning of buses is not in
operation the present basic
rate for a driver with more
than a year's experience is
£13 14s.

A conductress receives a
starting wage of £12 4s. 2d.
and takes six years to obtain
equal pay.

In depots where the prin-
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ciple of one-man operated
buses has been agreed all
crews receive an extra 15s. a
week.

Still out
In Fife, bus crews of W
Alexander & Sons rejected

the return to work by 740 to
163

In Falkirk, a return-to-work
motion was carried by 11
votes.

The 115 against the return
called on their union -officials
to resign and said they had
been ‘sold down the river’.

At a further meeting it was
agreed that those in favour of
strike action should continue
the ‘strike.

Picketing is being carried
out at all main depots.

Solidarity action is now
needed from busmen through-
out the whole of Scotland and
from workers in other sections
of transport secure an all-out
victory for the £18 minimum
with no productivity ‘strings’.

Scotland

Rail shopmen
may strike again

SCOTLAND’S railway shopmen have elected a rank-and-
file committee to call strike actions if their demand for

a £4-a-week pay increase is

1,400 shopmen  from
depots throughout Scotland
came out for 24 hours last
Wednesday.

Their stoppage was or-
ganized by an unofficial group
which met in conference the
same day, with 300 delegates
attending from as far apart
as Inverness and Dumfries.

They demanded that their
wages be brought into line
with those paid in the main
railway workshops.

Under the railway efficiency
deal, regional shopmen’s
wages were left out of line
with those which applied in
the main depots.

Fine job times

In the regional shops,
which deal with running re-
pairs of rolling stock, crafts-

men receive £16 6s. basic
with a £4 6s. bonus. .
The bonus, they say, is

exceedingly hard to earn due
to job-times which are ex-
tremely fine.

A craftsman in the main
railway workshops receives
£19 10s. basic with better
bonus earnings than regional
men.

Resolutions were passed at
the delegate meeting to be
sent to the leadership of the
main craft unions and the
National Union of Railway-

New productivity threat
at Rolls Royce

ALTHOUGH the 16-week-old
strike of Hillington’s (Glasgow)
Rolls-Royce electricians ended
last Friday, there are already
indications of a new conflict
—involving not only the elec-
triclans—as stage two of a
pay and productivity deal is
brought forward.

The decision to return was
taken at a meeting of the 70
strikers when union officials
announced an agreement for
re-grading electricians after an
investigation by independent
consultants appointed and
agreed by union and manage-
ment.

A small minority vote were
against the calling off of the
strike without a scrapping of
the job-evaluation deal, which
was introduced last year.

The electricians are to re-
ceive a £150 bonus payment
as an incentive to get the
factory back to normal work-
ing within two weeks.

Electricians were approached
on the day they returned to
work round the clock to clear
the backlog of work.

What is involved is not only
clearing up after the strike,
but the hurry to introduce
further job - evaluation
measures,

not met soon.
[IFHATH R Rt

men protesting about the dis-
parity.

A motion to withdraw the
payment of trade union dues
was defeated, but decisions
for the taking of further
action and the extension of

when two of its engines lost
power because of hitting the
birds.

The pilot took emergency
action and managed to bring
the plane to a stop 2,000 feet
off the end of the runway.

Although  the = aircraft,
which came to rest on its
nose, was not badly damaged,
its landing gear was destroyed.

SPRINGBOKS BAN: The
South African rugby touring
team, the Springboks, have
found a non-union hotel to
accommodate them  during
their visit to the Irish
Republic in January.

The use of a non-union
hotel was necessary because
‘the Irish Congress of Trades
Unions instructed its members
not to provide service for the
team at hotels or on public
transport.

Mr Michael Mullen, general
secretary of the Irish
T&GWU, said that the Irish
Rugby Football Union are
‘bringing a disgrace on our
city by inviting the Spring-
boks’.

FOREMEN STRIKE: 150
foremen and supervisors at
Massey Ferguson’s Coventry
tractor factory began a strike
vesterday which could affect
the jobs of 3,500 other men.

The strikers say that the
company has refused to recog-
nize their union, the Amal-
gamated Engineers and
Foundryworkers, at super-
visory level.

@

LUCAS LAY-OFFS: Five
hundred workers were laid
off yesterday at the Joseph
Lucas starter and dynamo fac-
tory at Hall Green, Birming-
ham following a strike of 120

strikes to depots in the | machinists demanding a £2-a-
South were carried. week increase.
SOCIALIST LABOUR LEAGUE

PUBLIC MEETING

Czechoslovakia, persecution
of Soviet intellectuals and the
- Communist Party Congress

Monday Dec. 15, 8p.m.

HOLBORN ASSEMBLY HALL

John’s Mews off Northington Street
{nearest tube Chancery Lane)

Speaker : G. Healy (national secretary, Socialist Labour
League)

Chairman :

M. Banda (Editor, Workers Press)

STOP WILSON’S WASHINGTON
VISIT'!

FOR THE DEFEAT OF US

IMPERIALISM

IN VIETNAM!

DEMONSTRATION
SUNDAY JAN. 11

ASSEMBLE : Speakers’ Corner (Marble Arch),

2 PM.
MARCH :

via Oxford Street, Regent Street,

Trafalgar Square past Downing Street.
MEETING : Lyceum Ballroom, near Aldwych,

4 P.M.

Auspices Young Socialists
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£1000 fund

November
total reaches
£1009-8s.-44.

BY 8.15 a.m. on Monday,
December 1, our Novem-
ber monthly appeal fund
had reached £1,009 8s.
4d.

This is truly splendid
when one takes into
account the really great
efforts by our readers to
successfully build up the
circulation of Workers
Press.

We shall have more
good news later on this
week —so now on to
December 31st £1,000
monthly fund.

Send the donations in
early. Post to:

Monthly Appeal Fund

Workers Press
186a Clapham High Street
- London, SW4.
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C.P. SUPPORTS
WILSON’S VISIT

TO NIXON

THE FIGHT to stop Wilson’s visit to Washington is
on. And predictably, the first to speak out in favour
of the visit to Nixon was John Gollan, British Com-
munist Party secretary.

deformed by
chemical
still in use

AS MORE and more US soldiers were coming’

forward to give their accounts of the ‘Pinkville’

massacre, it. was revealed at the weekend that
defoliant cheitiicals used by the US Air Force'm~
Vietnam are causing the

deformed babies.

No one should have any
illusions about Nixon’s de-
termination to continue
with his policy of genocide
against the Vietnamese

people.
For not only are the
chemicals involved exempt

from Nixon’s ‘ban’, announced
last week, on chemical and
biological weapons, but the
US government has been
aware of the terrible effects of
the defoliants for many
months.

South Vietnamese news-
papers have carried reports
of the births of deformed
babies throughout the country-
side.

A prominent biologist, Pro-
fessor E. W. Pfeiffer, who
was recently in Vietnam, gas
said that the births of de-
formed babies had multiplied
so enormously that the Saigon
Health Ministry had made all
the statistics secret.

Unpublished

The Professor said that the
US government was informed
of these effects in a report,
as yet unpublished, which was
submitted many months ago
to the government’s National
Cancer Institute by a private
research laboratory.

The defoliants, °2,4,5-T'
and ‘2,4-D’, were given
orally to pregnant mice and
produced deformities such as
cleft palates and blindness.

The report makes no com:
ment on the effects of the
chemicals on pregnant women
who are much more sensitive

WEATHER

Outlook for Wednesday and
Thursday: Sunny intervals and
showers, chiefly in the north,
where they will turn to sleet
or snow. Becoming colder
from the north.

London area, SE England,
East Anglia, Central Southern
England, E Midlands: Dry
with bright intervals. Wind W
light or moderate. Near nor-
mal. Maximum 8C (46F).

SW England: Dry with bright
intervals becoming cloudy
later. Wind W moderate be-
coming fresh. Near normal.
Maximum 10C (50F).

Channel Islands, Central
Northern England: Dry with
bright intervals. Wind W light
or moderate. Near normal.
Maximum 7C (45F).

NW  England, Edinburgh:
Rather cloudy with rain
spreading from W during
afternoon and evening. Wind
moderate or fresh, SW. Near
normal. Maximum 8C (46F).

Glasgow area, N Ireland:
Cloudy with some rain but
snow on mountains, becoming
brighter and drier later. Winds
SW fresh, becoming W fresh
or strong. Near normal. Maxi-
mum 9C (48F).

irth of thousands of

BY PETER READ

to drugs than laboratory
animals.,
The US government is

quite consciously using
weapons which it knows will
result in thousands wupon
thousands of babies being
born deformed in the same
terrible way as the thalido-
mide babies.

The frowing awareness that
the US imperialists will use
every means to destroy the
Vietnamese people is one of
the main forces behind the
mounting opposition to the
war.

There is no question of a
@ PAGE 4CQL. 1 >

Yesterday’s  ‘Morning
Star’ carried this report
of Gollan’s speech to a
Communist Party public
meeting in Leeds on
Sunday :

‘Pinkville has shown that
Vietnamese accusations that
the US is practising geno-
cide in Vietnam are true,
Mr Gollan said in Leeds
yesterday.

‘“This horror can’t be
shrugged off by sacrificing
Lieut. Calley or Capt.
Medina as the fall guys”,

arty’s general secretary.

“The real criminal is Nixon
as commander-in-chief” . . .’

Having condemned Nixon
as ‘the real criminal’, what
does Gollan propose as the
next step to develop solidarity
with the Vietnamese people ?

Does he demand that
Wilson refuse to meet this
exponent of genocide? On the
contrary.

Gollan says that he should
go to Washington :

‘Which voice is it going to
be when Wilson goes to
Washington ? [our emphasis].
That of George Brown
[Gollan’s ‘fall guy’] who says
stop the weeping and get on
with the war, and Stewart
who justifies the atrocities, or
that of the labour and pro-
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LEEDS

Wednesday, December 3, 8 p.m.
The ‘Old Bar
Students’ Union, Leeds University

Speakers :

CLIFF SLAUGHTER (Central Committee

member,

Socialist Labour League)
JOHN NOLAN (Young Socialists)

CANTERBURY

Monday, December 8, 8 p.m.
The Cornwallis Bullding
University of Canterbury

LIVERPOOL

Sunday, December 14, 7.30 p.m.
Shaftesbury Hotel, Mount Pleasant

Speakers at Liverpool and Canterbury will be :
MIKE BANDA (Editor of Workers® Press)

SHEILA TORRANCE (National Secretary of the
Young Socialists)

STOP THE
VISIT—SAY
MERSEY
STEWARDS

JOSEPH LUCAS’ Mersey=-
side area shop stewards
committee, meeting on
Sunday, have supported the
campaign to stop Wilson’s
January visit to Washington.

Their resolution  con-
1 +the “atros ~GOW=-
mitted by American troops
in Vietnam, demanded the
withdrawal of all American
troops from Vietnam now,
called for the cancellation
of Wilson’s Washington
visit and a break from
Nixon’s war policy.

L T

gressive movement who want
an end to the war now?’

Here we have the heart of
counter-revolutionary Stalinist
politics.

Gollan acknowledges in the
same speech that in Australia
and the United States, the
working class is beginning to
move against the war.

Build-up

Yet it is precisely now,
when the opportunities exist
in Britain for similar class
action, that Gollan builds up
Wilson as the main agency for
halting the war:

‘Mr Gollan said that pres-
sure should be exerted on the
Prime Minister now. He called
on every organization and
every individual to flood
Downing Street and the MPs
with the demand that Britain
should dissociate itself from
the war and that US troops
should be withdrawn now.’

So just at the time when
the working class’s revolt
against Wilson’s wages
policy reaches a level when
it can be broadened into a
struggle on international
aspects of Wilson’s policy,
Gollan steps in to protect
the Labour leaders, calling
upon Wilson to ‘speak for
Britain” when he visits ‘the
real criminal’ in Washington
early next year.

Right from the outset then,
the campaign to stop Wilson
speaking for Labour and the
working class, not ‘Britain’,
meets the determined oppo-
sition of the Stalinists.

In this they are consistent,

Opposed

When the Socialist Labour
League called for a campaign
against the Piices and In-
comes Bill at the end of 1965,
the Stalinists opposed it as
being premature.

When they did finally enter
the campaign, it was to pro-
tect those ‘left’ trade union
leaders and Labour MPs who
were afraid to fight Wilson.

Now the Stalinists again
come to the hard-pressed
Wilson’s assistance, just when
the growing revulsion against
the war is threatening to
challenge the imperialist foun-
dations of the Labour govern-
ment’s foreign policy.

Unlike the Stalinists, we
believe that class solidarity
with the Vietnamese people
can best be expressed at
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BY ROBERT BLACK
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Teachers
in militant

ALMOST 5,000 teachers—
including 500 members of
the National Association
of Schoolmasters—stopped
work in 330 schools all
over England and Wales
yesterday at the start of
a two-week selected strike
for their interim £135 pay
claim.

Wales, the North West,
Manchester, Birmingham
and London were among the
worst-hit areas.

Altogether, 81 1local

education authorities are
affected by the strike.

ing yesterday’s meeting at the NUT’s London head-

mood

BY JOHN SPENCER

400 London strikers met
yesterday in the basement of
Hamilton House, the NUT’s
headquarters, and sent
a solidarity message to fellow-
strikers in other parts of the
country.

The strikers’ mood was
clearly expressed in the roar
of ‘No!’ which went up when
they were asked if they would
accept rumoured offers of £84
or £100.

HALF-HEARTED

Faced with this kind of
determination, platform
speakers made an effort to
appear militant—without com-
mitting themselves to anything
beyond the present less than
half-hearted action.

Stanley Newens, NUT-
sponsored ‘left’ MP for Epp-
ing, said the teachers had
reached a high pitch of anger
with the way their claims were
treated by the ‘community at
large’.

The strike, he said, had
‘really shown people right
throughout the community
that teachers mean business’.

Having thus absolved the
Labour government, Newens
went on to appeal demagogi-
cally for a cut-back in over-
seas military expenditure—the
savings to be invested in edu-
cation.

By obscuring the teachers’
real enemy-—the Labour

overnment — the ‘lefts’ and

UT leaders are doing their
best ;ta- keep the. struggle on
the Jevel of protest, providing
a safety-valve for militancy in
‘selective’ strikes, instead of
making it an all-out national
action.
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Scottish bus strike spreads

Edinburgh
men warn
management

BUSMEN from Edinburgh’s New Street SMT depot
have decided to stop work in support of East and
Central Scotland crews who have been on strike for two

weeks.

Their resolution was
carried 130 votes to 22 at a
midnight meeting on Satur-
day (November 29).
Management was warned to
start immediate negotiations
for an £18-a-week minimum
wage.

The strike began in Kirk-
caldy, originally over the
operation of indicator board
levers.

But this issue became sub-
merged in the wider demand
for a £4-a-week increase in
pay and the strike spread to
bus depots throughout East
and Central Scotland.

There is a real determin-
ation to win the claim and a
growing awareness that this
can only be done in conflict
with the leaders of the Trans-
port and General Workers’
Union.

Five-hour meeting

A special delegate meeting
held in Glasgow on Tuesday
(November 25), attended by
80 delegates from every depot
in the Scottish bus group,
recommended a return to
work.

The meeting, which lasted
five hours, agreed to submit a
claim for a basic £18 minimum
for drivers, conductors and
conductresses.

When the delegates reported
to depot meetings, however,
the majority of the crews on
strike rejected the recom-
mendation to return to work
and other depots decided to
come out.

In depots where single-
manning of buses is not in
operation the present basic
rate for a driver with more

| than a year’s experience is

£13 14s.

A conductress receives a
starting wage of £12 4s. 2d.
and takes six years to obtain
equal pay.

In depots where the prin-
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ciple of one-man operated
buses has been agreed all
crews receive an extra 15s. a
week.

Still out

In Fife, bus crews of W
Alexander & Sons rejected
tl%% return to work by 740 to

In Falkirk, a return-to-work
motion was carried by 11
votes.

The 115 against the return
called on their union officials
to resign and said they had
been ‘sold down the river’.

At a further meeting it was
agreed that those in favour of
strike action should continue
the 'strike.

Picketing is being carried
out at all main depots.

Solidarity action is now
needed from busmen through-
out the whole of Scotland and
from workers in other sections
of transport secure an all-out
victory for the £18 minimum

" with no productivity °‘strings’.

Scotland

Rail shopmen
may strike again

SCOTLAND’S railway shopmen have elected a rank-and-
file committee to call strike actions if their demand for

a £4-a-week pay increase is

1,400 shopmen from
depots throughout Scotland
came out for 24 hours last
Wednesday.

Their stoppage was or-
ganized by an unofficial group
which met in conference the
same day, with 300 delegates
attending from as far apart
as Inverness and Dumfries.

They demanded that their
wages be brought into line
with those paid in the main
railway workshops.

Under the railway efficiency
deal, regional  shopmen’s
wages were left out of line
with those which applied in
the main depots.

Fine job times

In the regional shops,
which deal with running re-
pairs of rolling stock, crafts-
men receive £16 6s. basic
with a £4 6s. bonus.

The bonus, they say, is
exceedingly hard to earn due
to job-times which are ex-
tremely fine.

A craftsman in the main
railway workshops receives
£19 10s. basic with better
bonus earnings than regional
men.

Resolutions were passed at
the delegate meeting to be
sent to the leadership of the
main craft unions and the
National Union of Railway-

b

not met soon.
LTI

men protesting about the dis-
parity.

A motion to withdraw the
payment of trade union dues
was defeated, but decisions
for the taking of further
action and the extension of
strikes to depots in the
South were carried.

Briefly']

MERGERS APPROVED : Mrs
Barbara Castle, Secretary of
State for Employment and
Productivity, does not intend
to refer three proposed mer-
gers to the Monopolies Com-
mission.

National Westminster Bank
Ltd is to go ahead to acquire
Lombard Bank Ltd.

Jessel Securities, Parnell
Electrical Industries Ltd and
Falks Ltd are involved in
merger talks and the special
~products group of GEC-
English Electric will merge
with the Rotax subsidiary of
Joseph Lucas (Industries) Ltd.

STEEL SCHEME: The British
Steel Corporation is to spend
an additional £4 million at the
Spencer steel works at Llan-
wern, near Newport.

Earlier this' year, the £7.5
million first phase of the
scheme was announced.

Both projects are scheduled
for completion in 1972.

BOEING 707 CRASH : A Pan
American Boeing 707 jet air-
liner crashed on taking off
from Sydney airport yesterday
through colliding with a large
flock of birds.

The aircraft was travelling

at high speed on the runway
when two of its engines lost
power because of hitting the
birds.
. The pilot took emergency
action and managed to bring
the plane to a stop 2,000 feet
off the end of the runway.

Although the ° aircraft,
which came to rest on its
nose, was not badly damaged,
its landing gear was destroyed.

SPRINGBOKS BAN: The
South African rugby touring
team, the Springboks, have
found a non-union hotel to
accommodate them during
their visit to the Irish
Republic in January.

The use of a non-union
hotel was necessary because
..the Irish Congress- of Trades
Unions instructed its members
not to provide service for the
team at hotels or on public
transport.

Mr Michael Mullen, general
secretary of the Irish
T&GWU, said that the Irish
Rugby Football Union are
‘bringing a disgrace on our
city by inviting the Spring-
boks’.

FOREMEN STRIKE: 150
foremen and supervisors at
Massey Ferguson’s Coventry
tractor factory began a strike
yesterday which could affect
the jobs of 3,500 other men.

The strikers say that the
company has refused to recog-
nize their union, the Amal-

gamated Engineers and
Foundryworkers, at super-
visory level.

o
LUCAS LAY-OFFS: Five

hundred workers were laid
off yesterday at the Joseph
Lucas starter and dynamo fac-
tory at Hall Green, Birming-
ham following a strike of 120
machinists demanding a £2-a-
week increase.

Chairman :

SOCIALIST LABOUR LEAGUE
PUBLIC MEETING

Czechoslovakia, persecution
of Soviet intellectuals and the
. Communist Party Congress

Monday Dec. 15, 8p.m.

HOLBORN ASSEMBLY HALL

John’s Mews off Northington Street
(nearest tube Chancery Lane) ‘
Speaker : G. Healy (national secretary, Socialist Labour
League)
M. Banda (Editor, Workers Press)

New productivity threat
at Rolls Royce

ALTHOUGH the 16-week-old
strike of Hillington’s (Glasgow)
Rolls-Royce electricians ended
last Friday, there are already
indications of a new conflict
—involving not only the elec-
tric stage two of a
pay and productivity deal is
brought forward.

The decision to return was
taken at a meeting of the 70
strikers when union officials
announced an agreement for
re-grading electricians after an
investigation by independent
consultants appointed and
agreed by union and manage-
ment.

A small minority vote were
against the calling off of the
strike without a scrapping of
the job-evaluation deal, which
was introduced last year.

The electricians are to re-
ceive a £150 bonus payment
as an incentive to get the
factory back to mormal work-
ing within two weeks.

Electricians were approached
on the day they returned to
work round the clock to clear
the backlog of work.

What is involved is not only
clearing up after the strike,
but the hurry to introduce
further job - evaluation
measurcs.

IMPERIALISM

2 PM.
MARCH:

4 P.M.

STOP WILSON’S WASHINGTON
VISIT!

FOR THE DEFEAT OF US

IN VIETNAM!

DEMONSTRATION
SUNDAY JAN. 11

ASSEMBLE : Speakers’ Corner (Marble Arch),

via Oxford Street, Regent Street,
Trafalgar Square past Downing Street.

MEETING : Lyceum Ballroom, near Aldwych,

Auspices Young Socialists
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WE SAW in the first of
these articles that neither
the Dutt nor the Gollan
faction in British Com-
munist Party could point
a way out of the crisis of
Stalinism. Both of them
are victims of its history
and hope to cheat this
history.

When Dutt criticises Gol-
lan on the Czech interven-
tion, he gets the support of
some Party workers who
want to oppose Gollan’s
‘peaceful road to socialism’
line.

But what neither side in
the argument can explain is
this: what is the connection
between the Soviet Union’s
and Stalin’s international line
and the ‘peaceful, parliamen-
tary road to socialism’?

As we have shown many
times, the British CP leaders
know very well that Stalin
himself was the architect of
their ‘British’ road to socialism,
first adopted in 1951.

The intervention in Hungary
(1956) and in Czechoslovakia
(1968) were perfectly in har-
mony with the class-comprom-
ise politics of the Communist
Parties of Western Europe and
the whole capitalist world.

If the followers of Dutt want
to explain the invasion of
Czechoslovakia in August 1968
as a necessary action against
‘counter-revolution’, let them
explain the conduct of the
French CP in May-June of the
same year!

The French Stalinists drove
the workers back to work. In-
stead of a struggle for power
against a capitalist state on the
verge of collapse, they settled

for wage increases and a par-
liamentary election.

This meant the retention of
power by the capitalist class.

It meant a counter-revolu-
tionary consolidation tempor-
arily in western Europe.

The Kremlin bureaucracy
was interested, in August as
well as in June, in a ‘stabilized’
Europe. That is why they
guaranteed de Gaulle’s ‘come-
back’ in June; and it is why
the President of the United
States knew of the Warsaw
Pact invasion of Czechoslo-
vakia before it took place, and
before a single Czech knew of
it, in August.

‘Dutt: Criticises Gollan on Czechoslovakia, but avoids the
question of the Party’s ‘parliamentary road’.

By Cliff
Slaughter

PART TWO

Those workers who want a
revolutionary road in Britain,
but who remain in the Commu-
nist Party, must ask therefore:
by supporting the Soviet inter-
vention in Czechoslovakia,
what social and political force
am I supporting in the struggle
in western Europe?

A Marxist analysis under-
stands that the class role
played by a party or state can-
not change, but is consistent
historically.

The Stalinist bureaucracy is
is counter-revolutionary—in
western Europe and in eastern
Europe.

When these Communist
Party militants observe the
policies of Gollan and their
leaders (including Dutt) to-
wards the treacherous trade
union bureaucracy in their
country, they tend to think
that Gollan’s line on Czecho-
slovakia is no doubt part of
the same liberal rubbish.

Parasitic

But this is superficial and
dangerous. Once we under-
stand that the policies of
Stalinism, ever since 1925-
1926, have been those of a poli-
tical faction representing a
parasitic bureaucracy in the
USSR, then these things fall
into place.

The ‘parliamentary road to
socialism’ within a particular
country goes hand-in-hand
with the international class
compromise of the bureaucracy
and ‘peaceful co-existence’.

The Communist Parties’
policies are not worked out
from the standpoint of revolu-

tionary struggle for power, but
from the standpoint of provid-
ing the best groundwork for
Soviet diplomacy.

Without doubt, the only
guarantee of the security of
the Soviet workers’ state—
which we defend despite its
degenerations—is the conquest
of workers’ power in new
revolutions.

But the Soviet bureaucracy
substitutes for this a policy of
bargaining and ‘pressure’ poli-
tics to keep the imperialists at
bay.

All sorts of alliances are
made with particular national
bourgeoisies or with particular
parties. The policies of national
Communist Parties are subor-
dinated to this.

Trotsky analysed this state
of affairs already in the 1920s,
and in the Ilate 1930s he
warned that, now the Com-
munist Parties were freed of
effective Marxist guidance in a
Communist International, their
leaders would tend to fall prey
to the particular reformist, op-
portunist trends inside the
labour movements of their
own countries.

When the British and other
Communist Parties announced
their opposition to the inter-
vention in Czechoslovakia,
they were showing signs of
exactly this historical ten-
dency. They have become
adapted to the middle-class
‘democratic’ and anti-commun-
ist ideology of the ‘official’
labour movement.

Only an analysis of this
Marxist type, can answer the
questions raised at the 3lst
Congress of the Communist
Party.

‘programme.

Any Party workers who still
think that the ‘peaceful, par-
liamentary’ emphasis of ‘The
British Road to Socialism’ is
for external consumption, while
the Party ‘understands’ that an
armed struggle for power and
the smashing of the capitalist
state will be necessary, should
finally learn their lesson from
this Congress.

The rules of the Party were
amended, on the EC’s recom-
mendation, to incorporate defi-
nitively the idea that the capi-
talist state can be ‘taken over’
and not ‘smashed’, as Marx,
Engels and Lenin expressed it,
to be replaced with organs of
workers’ power.

Parliamentary

Rule 1(b) of the Party now
includes the injunction to *. . .
work to achieve the unity of
the working class and a broad
anti-monopolist alliance around
the working class, so that such
a united struggle so expressed
in a parliamentary majority of
Socialists and Communists
pledged to a genuine socialist
With such a
majority, based on the strength
of the working people, and on
continuing struggles inside and
outside parliament, and the
economic and political power
of the capitalist class, establish
the rule of the working people,
and begin to build socialism’.

The Bexley branch proposed
to add this to a paragraph (c)
as follows :

‘.. . work to explain to the
workers that the transforma-
tion of capitalism to socialism
could occur by other than par-
liamentary means, such as the
development of purely work-
ing-class  extra-parliamentary

organizations formed to defend
their interests in opposition to
parliamentary legislation
against strikes, factory clo-
sures, wage decreases and
other attacks on working class
living standards and present
legal organizations.’

In other words, the British
Communist Party must be a
thoroughgoing Party of the
British Constitution, and this
must be reaffirmed in antici-
pation of the struggles now
beginning, when all ‘constitu-
tional’ powers are about to be
used against the working class,
and the working class is going
to need a Party to lead it to
the taking of power and the
smashing of the bourgeois
state.

It is the same in the trade
union field. Militant workers
in the factories, often organ-
ized in their work and their
unions around the Communist
Party and the ‘Morning Star’,
are now facing entirely new
problems. The issues are clear
as daylight.

Militancy

During the boom, it was a
question of militant organiza-
tion to improve piece-work
earnings and district and
national rates. At district and
national level, this militancy
was crowned by efforts to re-
turn ‘left’ full-time officers and
national committee members
at union elections.

Left unity’ appealed to many
as the best way of continuing
this state of affairs.

The advent to office of Scan-
lon, Jones and Daly in the last
two years appeared to many
of these workers as a big gain,
opening up a new stage in the
fight for concessions.

But the harsh reality is very
different.

Instead of concessions, the
future holds the promise of
massive mergers, unemploy-
ment, and Measured-Day
Work and job evaluation to
replace piece-work.

The employers are backed in
their strategy by Labour gov-
ernment support through the
millions given for mergers by
the Industrial Reorganization
Corporation, through  the
threat of anti-union laws and
the Prices and Incomes Act,
and through the wholesale be-
trayals of the TUC General
Council and trade union lead-
ers on disputes procedure and
on productivity deals.

Daly in the miners’ strike,
Scanlon and Jones on all pro-
ductivity deals and in relations
with the government, the TUC
and the motor employers, have
shown their true colours.

The time has come, it is
clear to more and more Com-
munist Party and other mili-
tants, for political policies of
struggle against the govern-
ment, against sackings and
productivity deals and for a
new, revolutionary union lead-
ership.

Yet now is the time when
the Communist Party lays yet
more emphasis on its treacher-

ous line of ‘left unity’. Marx-
ists are for working-class
unity. But the ‘left unity’ of
Gollan means handing the

workers over to the class

enemy through the betrayals of
the so-called ‘left’.

The slogan of the Congress
was not preparation for power,
but ‘Turn Britain to the left’.

Gollan’s main speech at the
Congress told the delegates:
‘In general, there has been a
significant shift to the left in
the labour movement, and this
is of the utmost importance’.

In point of fact, the working
class has begun to take up
battle positions, along with the
workers of all Europe. The
‘left’ in the labour movement
has not provided a single
socialist policy for the working
class, and seeks above all to
confine the class within capi-
talist limits.

Gollan says, ‘What is emerg-
ing is a new militant British
trade unionism which is start-
ing to feel its muscles’.

The purpose of that is to
paint Jones, Scanlon, Daly and
their like as tough and militant
union leaders, to be supported
at all costs.

Not a single word of criti-
cism is offered of their con-
duct in any dispute, not a
single word said against their
support of productivity deals,
of Jones’ recent signature on
the TUC-CBI declaration on
industrial relations, or of Scan-
lon’s action in the 1968 engin-
eering strike or the 1969 Ford
penalty clauses.

Dick Etheridge : Praises
Feather’s intervention to stop
strikes.

Gollan and the Stalinists
hope to prepare a gigantic sell-
out of the struggles now com-
ing up, through the illusions
they implant about Scanlon,
Jones and company.

Thei# hatred of the Workers
Press and Trotskyism is pre-
cisely because we are not go-
ing to allow this to happen.

We expose every twist and
turn of the trade union bureau-
cracy and their Stalinist de-
fenders, and we fight, with the
All Trades Union Alliance, for
revolutionary  policies and
leadership in the unions.

\
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IN 1965 the first pictures of
earth were sent back from
space by the orbiting photo-
graphic and weather satellite.
Looking at the pictures, one
scientist commented : ‘There
are no signs of intelligent
life’.

Watching ‘Miss World 1969’
(BBC-1 November 27) one
could see what he meant.

In the same week that
television brought pictures of
the Apollo 12 crew approach-
ing and leaving the moon, and
then film of them actually on
it, we were also treated to
what one middle-class feminist
organization described as ‘A
trivial cattle market degrading
to all women everywhere’.

Degrading certainly, but for
the bourgeoisie not trivial.

Bookmakers were giving
odds on the winner of the
contest as they do for horses
and parliamentary candidates;
the Fleet Street rags were
covered with grotesque pic-
tures of the girls happily acting
out their tawdry roles as
sentient merchandise; the
lucky handful of faithful
soldiers for imperialism who
survived into retirement as
Chelsea Pensioners were
snapped shaking hands all
round.

Queen’s Stalin

One big story, for a few
hours anyway, concerned a
horse of the Queen’s stable
called Stalin. He too got his
picture taken, if only with
beauty queens. ‘

Feminists of the Women’s
Liberation Workshop protested
outside the Albert Hall where
the contest was held but, of
course, that only added a little
more excitement to the cover-
age of this glittering occasion.

It’s difficult to do justice to
the crudity, corruption and
contradictions which glared
out from the small screen.

But above all what remains
is the decadence in which the
show orginated and the cynic-
ism with which it is continued.

Under the guise of ‘giving
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people what they want’ (over
25 million viewers are claimed
for the programme) the BBC,
using licence payers’ money,
has happily helped the Mecca
Organization stage this annual
meat market.

The meat, of course, is all
on the hoof; the judges don't
squeeze it or prod it. )

They have the girls parade
in front of them with only the
most discreet guidance from
the handlers.

Ugly sideshow

£100 to that one; £250
there; she’s the champ —
£2,500 for her plus a few trim-
mings to imply luxury and
tasteless glamour.

The inspiration—Hollywood.

And the drive—profit,

The constant repetition that
all the proceeds go to child-
ren’s charities only deepens the
ugliness of the whole side-
show.

The money, of course, is
taken from the labour of the
workers in the first place and
is now sparingly handed out
in magnanimous donations to
the carefully selected and de-
serving poor.

The contestants cannot be
ignored either. Many of them
are obviously deluded and un-
conscious of any values beyond
those foisted on them by the
cultural agencies of the system.

They are caught acting out
their dreams; the dreams
themselves are second-hand
reproductions of agency models
photographed in six-cylindered,
air-cooled, high performance,
sterile cola bottles on wheels;
nights of bliss, days of joy,
grace and calm. ‘

They wear their hair as they
should, do their lips as pre-
scribed, choose their evening
gowns and swimming costumes
as the instructions on the
packet dictate.

At these marks on the floor
they smile (Camera One gets
the equally allocated close-ups
there); by that edge there or
at a command they turn.

The winner’s ambition was
reported to be getting a wax-
work reproduction of herself
into Madame Tussaud’s.

No need; the real thing will
serve just as well.

Another said she wanted to
see the changing of the guard.
She shall.

Miss USA was described as
‘one of the most envied girls’
in the troupe because she has
met Frank Sinatra and crowned
lf)ean Martin as ‘Mr Wonder-
ul’.

Not all seemed as deluded
though. Miss (white) South
Africa who speaks Afrikaans,
comes from Durban, and has
travelled throughout her coun-
try, reported her most exciting
experience as travelling on a
train with just two other
passengers when it was carry-
ing £150,000 in gold.

Sounds like a nice normal
young white bourgeois South
African.

This impression was height-
ened by her description of how
she likes to ‘spend all the time
I can’ on the beach or playing
tennis and netball.

It is claimed there are no
politics in the Miss World
competition.

To make sure, Miss Jamaica
shouldn’t be too black and
Miss Guyana must express how
‘very much dedicated’ she is
‘to social work’ as chairman
of the Needy Children’s Com-
mittee in her area.

Class questions

Conscious or not, each of
the contestants is treated .as
an object.

Sniggering remarks by the
commentators and patronizing
exhortations to ‘Dad’ at home
to ‘pull up your chair a bit
closer to the telly—you’re go-
ing to enjoy this’, both con-
tribute to this disgusting
capitalist circus and help to
confuse important class ques-
tions.

Women are ‘twofold and
threefold enslaved’. (Trotsky,
‘The Struggle For Cultured
Speech’.)

Their slavery as sexual ob-
jects, as housebound, isolated
child-raisers, cooks and
cleaners, and as unequally paid
wage-workers  binds  their
future closely with the whole
working class.

i
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Anything which encourages
the backward and obtuse
bestiality which has been
planted by this system in all of
us in our attitude towards
women is a serious matter for
revolutionaries.

Anything which divides the
working class, whether along
economic, political or sexual
lines, is a force hostile to the
future under socialism.

It comes as no surprise that
the capitalist press and tele-
vision should foster such atti-
tudes; they divide the working
class racially or sexually or any
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9.15 a.m.-12.25 p.m. Schools. 1.00

Dri. 1.30 Watch With
1.45-1.53 News and
Weather. 2.05-2.35 Schools. 3.45
Malcolm Muggeridge asks The
Question Why. 4.20 Play School.
4.40 Jackanory. 4.55 Animal
Magic. 5.25 Wacky Races and
Space Kidettes. 5.44 Hector'’s
House. 5.50 National News and
Weather.

6.00
6.45
7.30
8.00
8.50

Bob Yn
Mother.

London-Nationwide.
Tomorrow’s World.
Harry Worth.

Cilla Black.

The Main News
Weather.

and

9.10 Stampede: documentary

of a rodeo in the Cana-
dian Mid-West.

He and She.
Points of View.

24 Hours.

The Sky At Night,
Weatherman.

10.00
10.25
10.30
11.05
11.20
11.22 Postscript.

other way, whenever they can.

Women’s rights movements,
however militant, can never
meet the problem.

Clear understanding

They point to the genuine
existence of these attitudes
even in revolutionaries, but
they use this perception to
allow them to return to their
protests.

None of us can change
psychologically merely by wish-
ing to do so, but the first step

All regions as BBC-1 except at the
following times:

Midlands and East Anglia: 6.00-6.45
p.m, Midlands Today, Look East,
Weather, Nationwide. 10.00-10.25 It's
Only Natural. 11.27 News Summary,
Weather.

North of England: 6.00-6.45p.m. Look
North, Nationwide. 11.27 Northern
News Headlines.

Scotland: 3.45-4.20 p.m. Sunday Set.
6.00-6.45 Reporting Scotland. 10.00-
10.25 Quizburgh.  11.22 Epilogue,
Scottish News Headlines, Weather.

Northern Ireland: 6.00-6.45 p.m.
Scene Around Six, Weather, Nation-
wide. 10.00-10.30 Speak Your Mind.
11.27 Northern Ireland News Head-
lines, Weather.

Wales: 5.25-5.50 p.m, Telewele. 6.00-
6.45 Wales Today. 6.45-7.05 Heddiw.
8.00-8.25 One Of The Family. 8.25-
8.50 Cadw Cwmni. 10.00-10.20 Z
Cars. 10.20-10.30 New . . Or
Newrydd.

South and West: 6.00-6.45 p.m. Points
West, South Today, Spotlight South
West, Weather, Nationwide. 10.00-
10.25 ‘All For Lorna’ (film). 11.27
South and West News Headlines,
Weather.
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By Frank Cartwright

Miss World and the

in the Moon

for Marxists is to get at least
a clear intellectual understand-
ing of the issue.

Such an understanding will
involve a real appreciation of
the depth and complexity of
the question. Consciousness
develops unevenly and often
reluctantly.

The same person can hold
well-matured political ideas
and still be less than a full
Marxist in his attitudes and
feelings towards domestic life
and the equality of women.

None of us can be sanguine
about such contradictions.

B.B.C.-2

11.00-11.20 a.m. Play School.

7.00 p.m, Britain’s Role In The
Seventies.

7.30 Newsroom, Weather.

8.00 Floodlit Rugby League:

Castleford or Leeds v.

Hull KR.

8.45 Jazz Scene at the Ronnie
Scott Club.

9.10 Hollywood In The Sixties:
‘Back Street’ with Susan
Hayward and John Gavin.
Two people in love but
not able to marry.

10.50 Europa.

11.25 News Summary and
Weather.

11.30 Line Up.

I.T.V.

11.00 a.m.-12 noon Schools. 1.45-
2.53 p.m. Schools. 3.55 Face Of
The Earth. 4.15 News Headlines.
4.17 Paulus. 4.30 Crossroads. 4.55
unior Showtime. 5.20 Magpie.
.50 News from ITN.
6.03 Today.
6.35 Branded.
7.05 The Tuesday Film: ‘Gun-
fight At Dodge City’ with
Joel McCrea, Harry Lau-
ter, Don Haggerty.

But it is only within the
struggle for the socialist revo-
lution that such contradictions
can be heightened sufficiently
to change.

Otherwise the ‘inequality of
women’ becomes an issue by
itself, an issue which can never
be resolved without the over-
throw of the system which
depends on such backwardness
and brutality for its survival.

Played out against a back-
ground of a tinsel globe, the
Miss World competition fell in
the same week as man’s second
journey to the moon.

Both are corruptions of the
real beauty and achievement
possible to human beings.

Solidarity, unity and equality
between workers of both sexes

is as important as inter-
nationalism.
No revolution can grow

which "does not build upon
both principles. And neither
can be achieved outside of
Marxism.

fornia Conquest’ with Cornel Wilde,
Teresa erﬁ t. 11.30 Play With A Pur-
pose. Weat

10.00 News At Ten.

10.30 Girls Wanted in Istanbul.
11.30 How About You?

12 midnight Left Alone.

All independ h Lond
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Is as
ITV except at the following times:

CHANNEL: 4.15 p.m. Castle Haven.
4.40 Chez Oscar. 6.00 Channel News
and Weather. 6.10 Channel Look-
around. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Star
Movie: ‘The Valley Of The Kings’.
11.25 Channel Gazette. 11.30 Commen-
taires et Previsions Meteorologiques,
Weather.

ANGLIA: 4.10 p.m. Castle Haven. 4.35
Anglia Newsroom. 4.40 Paulus. 6.00
About Anglia. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00
Star Western Movie: ‘Man With The
Gun’ with Robert Mitchum and Jan
Sterling. 11.30 All Our Yesterdays. 12
midnight Reflection.

HARLECH: 4.46 p.m, It’'s Time For
Me. 6.01 Report. 6.20 Batman. 6.35
Crossroads. 7.00 Peyton Place. 7.55
Mr. & Mrs. 11.30 Mickey. 12 midnight
‘Weather.

Harlech (Wales) as above except:
4.24 1t's Time For Me. 4.29-4.55 Cross-
roads. 6.01 Y Dydd. 6.26 Castle Haven,
$6.51-7.00 Report. 10.30 Dan Sylw.

ATV MIDLANDS: 4.00 p.m. News
Headlines. 4.02 Houseparty. 4.15 Your
Star Showcase. 4.40 Diane’s  Magic
Theatre. 6.00 ATV Today. 6.35 Cross-
roads. 7.00 Star Western Movie: ‘Cali-

1YiORKSl-lIRIS.: 4.11 p.m. News Head-
nes.
Club. 4.25 Katie Stewart Cooks. 6.00
Calendar, Weather. 6.30 Castle Haven.
6.55 ‘The Gambler From Natchez’ with
Dale Robertson. 9.00 Hadleigh. 11.15
The Man Who Never Was. 11.45 Late
Weather.

GRA
6.00
Newsview and Newsview Special. Put
it in Writing. 7.05 The Name of the

Game,
Dead.

ULSTER: 4.30 p.m.
4.50 Ulster News Headlines. 6.00 ITV
Reports.

week Movie: ‘The Conspirator’ with
Robert Taylor, Elizabeth  Taylor,
Robert Fleming, Honor Blackman.

11.15 Billy. 11.30 Weather.

TYNE-TEES: 4.09 p.m. North East
Newsroom. 4.11 News Headlines. 4.13
Paulus. 4.25 Mad Movies. 4.53 North
East Newsroom. 6.00 Today At Six.
6.30 Where The
Haven. 7.05 Tuesday Film: ‘My Learned
Friend’ starring Will Hay and Mervyn
Johns. 11.30 Late News Extra.

GRAMPIAN:
4.15 News Headlines.
Leprechaun. 4.30 Skippy. 6.00 Gram-
pian News and Farming News. 6.15 Out
Of Town. 6.35 Crossroads.
Film Stars: ‘No Road Back’ with Sean
Connery. 11.30 Play with A Purpose.

Gollan: Proposes to sell out
by creating illusions in
Scanlon and company.

In the same week that the
British-Leyland employers an-
nounced they intend to go
ahead for Measured-Day Work
in the immediate future, thus
anticipating a gigantic struggle
with the workers in their
plants, Mr Dick Etheridge,
Stalinist convenor at British-
Leyland, Longbridge, Birming-
ham, gives praise to Victor
Feather and his role of step-
ping into strikes.

This is true Stalinist prepa-
ration for the coming strug-
gles.

It is naturally accompanied
by Scanlon’s insistence in the
same week that the TUC pro-
cedure for settling disputes
must now be made to work.

We can best complete this
article by pointing out a major
contradiction in Gollan’s
speech.

It indicates the reality be-
hind the phrasemongering.

Gollan praises the ‘Morning
Star’ for its role in the ‘left-
ward’ movement, saying:

‘It has increasingly become
the voice of the whole left.
There is widespread and public
recognition of its role in the
broad labour movement.’

And yet, he says ‘. . . despite
this we have to register a 6 per
cent decrease in membership,
and an overall decline in the
circulation of the ‘“Morning
Star” .

‘Morning Star’

At the end of his speech
Gollan insists'that the new EC '
must give priority to the ques-
tion of ‘Morning Star’ circula-
tion, singling out this problem.

Certainly here is very big
question. A big radicalization
in the working class, fighting
with unprecedented militancy,
is part of an international
trend.

According to Gollan, there
are big victories for the ‘left
unity’ line of the Party.

But membership and circu-
lation go down!

The fact is, of course, that
far from ‘coming in with the
tide’, the Stalinists meet their
gravest crisis just as the work-
ing class comes on the scene.

This is true in both East
and West Europe, because the
working class’s requirements
are revolutionary ones, and
threaten the bureaucracy.

Most important, this upsurge
of the working class, and the
preparation of struggles for
power, have been anticipated,
theoretically, politically and
organizationally by the Trot-
skyist movement, particularly
through the achievement of a
daily paper, the Workers Press.

It is the struggle for this
paper and its policies, and for
the revolutionary leadership
built around it, that now will
put an end to Stalinism and its
counter-revolutionary role.

The path for Communist
Party members who are faith-
ful to the gains of the October
Revolution and the teachings
of Marx and Lenin is to join
in this struggle.

IIIIIllIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIIIIIl!lIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII||||IIII||II|IIIIIIIlIIIlIIIIIIIIIllllIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIlIIllIIIIIIIllllllllIIIIIIIlIIIIIIlIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII'_-‘

8.30 Cribbins.
9.00 Happy Ever After.

er Forecast.

4.13 The Tingha and Tucker

NADA: 4.25 p.m. The Short Story.
The Beverley Hillbillies. 6.25

11.30-12.00 Letters from the

Romper Room.

6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Mid-

obs Are. 6.35 Castle

1.45-2.30 p.m. Schools.
4.17 Sean the

7.00 The
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OVER THE last few
years, the Pabloite chief
Ernest Mandel has ac-
quired something of a
reputation in middle-class
circles as a ‘Marxist
economist’.

His two-volume ‘Marxist
Economic Theory’ has been
translated into  several
languages and the ‘New Left
Review’ and others have
taken up his writings on the
nature of contemporary capi-
talism.

In fact there is nothing
‘talented’ or ‘original’ in his
thought, as his friends claim.

His writings not only suffer
from fundamental theoretical
weaknesses; they serve to
show that there can be no
‘scientific’ political economy
from one who rejects the
revolutionary role of the work-
ing class and the struggle to
construct a leadership of that
class. ’

Mandel’s pamphlet ‘An
Introduction to Marxist
Economic Theory’ has recently
been reissued by  Merit
Publishers, publishing house of
the American Socialist
Workers Party (SWP) who are
in political solidarity with
Mandel.

Objective

A recent issue of ‘Militant’,
organ of the SWP, recom-
mended the pamphlet as the
best available introduction to
the principles of Marxist
political economy.

Before dealing with Mandel,
we may perhaps recall Marx’s
purpose in writing ‘Capital’.

Marx aimed, in his great
work, to demonstrate the
objective nature and revolu-
tionary consequences of the

MANDEL REVISES MARX

that Mandel has rejected both
of these fundamental princi-
ples.

We shall deal in this article
with Mandel’s rejection of
Lenin and Trotsky’s analysis
imperialism.

‘In the current period of
expansion,” he says, ‘we are
witnessing an  accelerated
technical progress, a genuine
technological revolution, for
which the expression “second
industrial  revolution” or
“third industrial revolution”
hardly seems adequate. We
find ourselves, in fact, before
an almost uninterrupted trans-
formation of the techniques of
production.’

Mandel’s use of the term
‘industrial revolution’ to
describe post-war capitalist
changes is no accident.

Leadership

One of the basic principles
of Trotskyism and Leninism) is
that capitalism in its im-
perialist stage is moribund and
decadent.

In this phase of capitalist
development there can be no
systematic development of the
productive forces.

The Transitional Programme
of the Fourth International
makes this point concrete.
‘Mankind’s productive forces
stagnate.’

Capitalism survived after
1917 not because of its in-
herent strength, but only
because the working class has
been unable to resolve its
historical crisis of leadership.

This Mandel denies. By
speaking of an ‘industrial
revolution’ after 1945 he is
indicating not merely that
a series of important
technical changes took place
more rapidly.

The industrial revolution of
the 18th and 19th centuries
was one which completed the

Marx showed that the logic of the class struggle under capitalism
was the taking of power by the working class.

contradiction between the
developing productive forces
under capitalism—of which
the working class was the most
revolutionary—and the social
relations of production.

It was this objective conflict
which made the working class
—the sellers of labour power
—the only consistently revo-
lutionary force in modern
society.

Marx showed that the logic
of the class struggle under
capitalism was the taking of
power by the working class.

Socialism was not a Utopia
—a vision of a new society—
but an objective necessity
which arose out of the material
struggles within capitalism.
Marx in ‘Capital’ demonstrates
the scientific and objective
content of the struggle for
socialism.

Lenin and later Marxists in
the study of the imperialist
stage of capitalist development
went on to show that by the
end of the last century cap-
italism had completed its
historical mission, that it was
no longer a progressive force
and that the epoch of pro-
letarian revolution had now
arrived.

We start with these basic
points because we shall find

establishment of the power of
capitalism over the whole
period and political structure
of Britain.

A new class, the working
class, emerged as a result of
these changes and the rem-
nants of the old feudal order
were finally destroyed.

likening the

Mandel is

Ernest Mandel: Rejects
fundamental principles
of Marxism.

changes after the war to these
qualitative changes.

But if changes of this nature
have taken place, wasn’t Lenin
wrong to designate imperialism
as the highest stage of cap-
italism? Surely ‘neo-capitlism’
(his- term for these post-war
changes) is a new stage,
according to Mandel.

In his latest pamphlet ‘The
Inconsistencies of State
Capitalism’ (a reply to the
State Capitalist attack on his
book) Mandel is forced to face
these issues.

‘Does this view of a new
industrial revolution’ he asks,
‘overthrow the classical
Marxist-Leninist conception of
imperialism as the final stage
of capitalism?

‘It does not, no more than
the appearance of monopoly
capitalism  overthrew the
classical Marxist conception of
competition being the driving
force of capitalism.

‘The third phase [NB] in the
history of capitalism repro-
duces most of the basic
features of imperialism on a
higher scale, just as monopoly
capitalism Teproduces cap-
italism on a higher scale.’

This is sheer trickery with
words—Lenin  was talking
about imperialism as the last
stage of capitalism.

Opposes Trotsky

It was not that imperialism
merely reproduces the features
of earlier capitalism on a
higher level.

It was a stage which had
had grown organically out of
capitalism in which many of
the characteristics of 19th
century capitalism were by this
century turned into their
opposite, e.g., the relationship
between finance and industrial
capital, the development of
monopoly out of competition
and, crucially, the transforma-
tion of capitalism as a pro-
gressive force into one which
was now a complete fetter on
the further development of
the productive forces.

Mandel openly admits his
opposition to" Trotsky and the
Transitional Programme.

‘In any case, the key aspect
of this development is to
understand the oversimplifica-
tion of the assumption (of
which even Lenin and Trotsky
were at moments victim)
that the structural crisis of
the world capitalist system,
which undoubtedly began with
the First World War. and the
Russian Revolution, somehow
is identical with an absolute
in the development of the pro-
ductive forces.

‘And each time, when a
period of revolutionary up-
surge of the working class in
the industrial imperialist
countries ends in defeat, this
creates a situation in which
the economic recovery is not
only possible but inevitable for
the imperialist bourgeoisie.’
(My 'emphasis. P.J.)

For Mandel, the defeats of
the 1930s—defeats inflicted on
the European working class by
the counter - revolutionary
politics of the Stalinism, which
Mandel and his followers are
now courting—were merely
‘events’ which created a situa-
tion in which capitalism was
given a new lease of life.

For the Fourth International
these defeats, and the crisis of
leadership which they exposed,
have been the only means by
which capitalism has survived.

This is the meaning of the
Transitional Programme, a
Programme which Mandel re-
jects.

Mandel also abandons Lenin
when he writes:

‘It seems obvious to me that
the period 1913 to 1940 was
one of these long-term cycles
of stagnation in capitalist pro-
duction, during which all the
successive cycles from the
crisis of 1920 to 1929 were
marked by particularly severe
depressions because of the fact
that the long-term trend was
one of stagnation.’

Boom

For Mandel, the inter-war
period was not a manifestation
of a crisis of imperialism, but
merely a period of long-term
capitalist stagnation which has
been replaced by a similarly
long-term period of expansion.

Because  Mandel rejects
Lenin’s conception of the
epoch and the tasks for

Marxists which flow from that
conception, he is wunable to
analyse the nature of the post-
war boom.

‘. . . the 1940-1965 cycle,
or 1940-1970 cycle has, on

the contrary, been charac-
terized by expansion and
because in this expansion the
margin for negotiation and dis-
cussion between the bour-
geoisie and the working class
has been enlarged, the pos-
sibility has been created for
strengthening the system on
the basis of granting conces-
sions to the workers, a policy
which, is being practiced on an
intetnational scale in western
Europe and North America,
and may even extend to several

,countries in southern Europe

in the near future.” (My em-
phasis. P.].)

Like all petty bourgeois,
Mandel does not start from
the contradictions of cap-
itialsm during the boom.

By
Peter
Jefferies

Operating from purely sur-
face impressions he has sought
to make Marxism respectable
in the eyes of the trade union
and labour bureaucracy whose
position  was temporarily
strengthened during the period
of expansion.

But if capitalism was not
only strengthened but entered
a new phase (‘neo-capitalism’)
after the war then all prospect
of social revolution has
vanished. This is the logic of
Mandel’s position. And he says
as much:

‘The working class is there-
fore confronted with a fund-
amental choice between a
policy of reform in the neo-
capitalist  structure, which
implies an integration of the
trade unions in the capitalist
system so that they are trans-
formed into gendarmes for the
maintenance of social peace
during the amortization phase
of fixed capital, and a basically
anti-capitalist  policy [not
socialist policy NB], with a
programme of short-term anti-
capitalist reforms.’

In other words, the choice
before the working class is
reformism or . . . ‘structural
reformism’!

THE RECENT approval by
the United States government
of British Petroleum’s plans
to merge with the Standard
Oil Company of Ohio, under-
lines the urgency with which
the US imperialists are now
seeking out new oil sources

| outside the Middle East.

The development of the
Arab guerrilla movement and
the crisis of the national bour-
geois and feudal regimes now
faces the giant oil companies
with the spectre of expropria-
not-too-distant

tion in the
future.

The BP-Standard Oil com-
bine will account for 53 per
cent of the total oil production
of Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia

and Kuwait together!

The discovery of a rich oil

| field in northern Alaska and
the successful voyage of the
tanker S.S. Manhattan through
the icy North West Passage
now point the way to new
supplies and the possibility of
cheap distribution by opening
up the Arctic waters as com-

mercial sea routes.

EXPLORATION

The discovery of the oil on

Alaska’s ‘North Slope’

rim of the Arctic Ocean.

Walter Levy, a prominent
US oil consultant, has stated:
‘The centre of gravity of
exploration for oil is shifting
from the Middle East to the

Arctic.’

No one, at the moment any-
is predicting that the
Arctic will match the Middle
East oil either in volume of
total supplies or in cheapness

way,

of production costs.

It could, however, become
of decisive importance if the
stranglehold of the oil mono-
polies is broken in the Middle

East.

As an indirect result of the
the
Arctic might become a supplier

Alaskan oil discovery,

has
spurred increased oil explora-
tion activity in neighbouring
northern Canada and geologi-
cal structures similar to the
oil-bearing strata of Alaska are
present elsewhere around the

But much more important

. than even this reformist con-

clusion (which is identical to
that adopted by the most
right-wing  element  within
Stalinism, notably the Italian
Communist Party) is Mandel’s
rejection of the basic Marxist
theory of historical mater-
ialism, which is implicit in
this position.

If the contradictions of cap-
italism are such that the work-
ing class is no longer driven
to revolution to solve its
basic problems then what is

the material basis for the
struggle for socialism?

This is the choice for
Marxists, as presented by
Mandel.

‘Either one stands squarely
inside the framework of the
capitalist system on a com-
pletely logical and consistent
basis, and consequently
accepts the fact that the only
way to guarantee a constant
increase in investment and
industrial upsurge based on
such increases in private in-
vestments is through increas-
ing the rate of profit; or one
refuses, takes the socialist
position, rejecting the road of
increasing the rate of profit,
and advocates the only alter-
native road which is the devel-
opment of a powerful public
sector in industry, alongside
the private sector. This is the
road out of the capitalist
framework and its logic and
passes over to the arena of
what we call structural anti-
capitalist reforms.” (My em-
phasis. P.J.)

Mandel’s reformist position
is the perfectly logical out-
come of his long opposition to
the principles of Trotskyism,
his attempt to turn it into an
adjunct of the Stalinists and
reformists.

According to Mandel cap-
italism can now devise policies
which guarantee a stable rate
of profit and therefore a
stable rate of expansion.

Whpther one rejects such a
‘solution’ is for him merely
a moral, individual question.

Socialism has, at the hands
of this revisionist, been trans-
formed into a Utopian dream
to be dangled before the work-
ing class to keep them happy.

As we have stressed, for
Marx and all those who have
followed him, the taking of
power by the working class
arose out of the material con-

:‘\

The defeats of the 1930s inflicted on the working class by the years of unemployment and the
counter-revolutionary politics of Stalinism, are for Mandel just ‘events’ which created a situation in
which capitalism was given a new lease of life. Above: Soup queues in New York.

tradictions of capitalist socikty.

Marxists identify themselves
with this material and objec-
tive struggle and dedicate their
lives to the building of a party
for the taking of power by
this class, not as an abstract
moral choice which flows from
their ‘sympathy’ with the lot
of the working class, but be-
cause the further development
of the productive forces and

Towing the forward section of the S.S. Manhattan in preparation
for her voyage through the North-West Passage.

of other raw materials as well.

Northern Canada is known
to contain valuable mineral

+ deposits.

Until now, however, little
attempt has been made to
develop them commercially be-
cause of formidable transpor-
tation problems.

Getting the oil out of Alas-
ka’s ‘North Slope’ raises big
problems, too, but the pros-
pective profits look attractive
enough to make the petroleum
companies willing to pour mil-
lions of dollars into the effort
to solve them.

In particular, the develop-
ment of an economically feas-
ible route through the water-
and-ice passages around the

north of the North American
continent might make it pos-
sible to open copper, zinc or
iron mines on Canada’s
northern islands.

The oil field is estimated
to ‘contain up to ten billion
barrels of oil.

A barrel holds 42 gallons.

If oil is present in nearby
areas—which experienced oil
men think is highly likely—
the total oil reserve in north-
ern Alaska may run as high
as 40 billion barrels.

Preparation is already well
under way for the building of
a pipeline to carry the oil all
the way across Alaska—from
the Prudhoe Bay area in the
north to Valdez, a year-round

hence = man’s. .control . over

nature can only take place
through this revolution.

In other words, our struggle
with  Pabloism and with
Mandel was not and is not a
conflict over ‘immediate’
issues alone

Involved in the break with
Marxism which Mandel and
company made in 1953 was a

ice-free port on Alaska’s
south coast.

It is thought that this will
be a bigger construction pro-
ject than the building of the
Panama Canal — perhaps the
single biggest construction
job ever undertaken.

The mainline will be 48
inches in diameter and 800
miles long and initially will
be capable of carrying
500,000 barrels of oil a day.

Later, capacity could be
stepped up to two million
barrels a day.

The consortium of oil com-
panies that is building this
line also plans to build 400
miles of smaller-diameter
lateral lines.

Inevitably in such an area
there will be major construc-
tion snags.

The soil in northern Alas-
ka’s tundra region containing,
as it does, a large quantity of
ice crystals, has a disconcert-
ing tendency to acquire a
soupy consistency whenever
warmed—as it would be by
oil flowing through a pipe-
line.

A pipeline laid down in the
conventional manner might
just keep sinking. To get
round this problem, part of
the northern end of the line
will probably be elevated on
cross bars held up by piles
driven into the earth.

Construction is scheduled to
begin next spring and oil is
expected to be flowing through
the pipeline—and on to US
West Coast ports in tankers—
some time in 1972.

GAMBLE

The possibility that some
‘North Slope’ oil might go to
US East Coast markets ‘has
led the Standard Oil Company
of New Jersey and its domestic
subsidiary, the Humble Oil
Company, into an expensive
gamble to determine if oil
tankers can be specially de-
signed to plough through the
floating blocks and ridges of
ice that have so far frustrated
the development of a commer-
cial trade route around the
north of North America.

The S.S. Manhattan, a
150,000-ton  tanker hastily

complete break. from the whole

conception of scientific
socialism and historical
materialism.

It is from this fundamental
revision of the very theoretical
foundations of the revolution-
ary movement that we must
understand all Mandel’s weak-
ness, mistakes and distortions
political

in the field of

economy.

adapted for the job and fitted
with a new ice-breaking bow,
did manage to reach Port Bar-
row, Alaska, from the east, on
September 21 this year, becom-
ing the first commercial vehicle
ever to make the trip.

Considerably more testing
and evaluation is still needed,
however, before it can be
determined if the tanker route
would be economically feasible.

If the answers are favour-
able, specially designed . ice-
breaking tankers much larger
and more powerful than the
Manhattan would be built
solely for the North West
Passage route.

DEFICIT

Before the voyage, oil com-
pany officials estimated that
shipping by ice-breaking tank-
ers in this way might be 60
cents a barrel cheaper than by
the pipeline across Alaska and
then to the US East Coast
through the Panama Canal in
tankers.

Other possible means of
transporting the oil have been
discussed, including transcon-
tinental pipelines.

The United States west of
the Rocky Mountains is the
first logical market for Alaskan
oil.

The region now consumes
more petrol than it produces.

Not counting ‘North Slope’
oil, the deficit is expected to
grow to between 800,000 and
1,200,000 barrels a day by
1975, and to 1,500,000 to
2,000,000 barrels a day by
1980.

By that time, Alaska may be
producing enough oil to cover
this deficit.

For the United States as a
whole, it is estimated that by
1980 there will be a need for
8,700,000 barrels a day more
than it will produce in the 49
States other than Alaska.

This reveals the magnitude
of the problem. The States will
have to find nearly 7,000,000
barrels a day from outside
sources by 1980 and the rapid
development of the struggle of
the Arab masses threatens to
cut off the cheap oil on which
they have relied for so long.
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Wilson’s
visit
® FROM PAGE ONE

this stage by halting Wil-

son’s visit to Washington,

The visit can have only one
purpose, and Gollan knows it.
Wilson's visit will renew his
support for Nixon’s war in
Vietnam.

But the millions of workers,
most of them trade unionists,
who voted Labour in 1964
and again in 1966 did not vote
for such a policy and the con-
tinuation of such a dreadful
war.

That is why we insist that
Wilson, as the leader of the
Labour Party and as the Prime

Minister of a government
elected by workers’ votes,
roust not consort secretly

with the architect of genocide
in Vietnam.
No amount of pressure on

Nixon, which the Stalinists
claim can be exerted by
Wilson in Washington, is

going to stop new ‘Pinkvilles’.
It is the independent
action of the working class
against traitors to socialism
such as Wilson and Brown
that will finally defeat US
imperialism and its sup-
porters in the British labour
movement.

‘Relations’

But why, many might ask,
cannot Gollan suppoit the de-
mand for Wilson to cancel his
Washington visit? .

Part of the answer at least
is on page three of the same
‘Morning Star’, where under
the headline, ‘Optimism over
US-Soviet relations’, the ‘Star’
Moscow correspondent writes:

‘There is a note of qualified
optimism in “Pravda” today,
following one of the most
hopeful weeks of US-Soviet
relations of the past decade.’

These ‘hopeful weeks’ for
the Moscow Stalinists saw the
trickle of US atrocity revela-
tions grow into a flood, ac-
companied by the most
horrifying pictures and eye-
witness accounts of US im-
perialism in action.

The extermination of the
Vietnamese people does not
concern the Soviet bureau-
cracy in the least.

They would have made a
deal with US imperialism
years ago but for the heroic
resistance of the Vietnamese
workers and peasants.

The Stalin-trained Gollan
is acutely aware of the grow-
ing accord between US im-
perialism and the Soviet
bureaucracy, and despite
differences over the correct
way to tame the Czech work-
ing class, he supports this
policy to the full.

Gollan’s call for ‘pressure’
on Wilson to put ‘pressure’
on Nixon is based on the same
blue-print for defeat that the
British Communist Party has
been applying to the class
struggle in Britain.

Anything rather than the
independent action of the
working class.

Our reply to this inter-
national treachery of Stalinism
must be the stepping up of
the campaign to  block
Wilson’s visit to Washington
—the visit that not only
world imperialism, but British
Stalinism, supports.

Unborn
babies

® FROM PAGE ONE

safe dosage of such chemicals
and in the Vietnam war such
a concept is in any case a
complete nonsense.

In October the US Defence
Department very belatedly
acted on the report by limit-
ing the use of ‘2, 4, 5-T’ to
uninhabited areas.

Professor Pfeiffer saw this
to be cynical white-washing
when he observed an airborne
defoliation expedition in
March :

‘Then as we were over a
very watery place around the
tributaries of the Mekong, one
of the sprays failed to work
and 1,000 gallons of this stuff
(2,4,5-T) were evacuated on
the one spot.

‘On another occasion, be-
cause of some difficulty, one
cof the pilots had to evacuate
the entire lot over the town
of Ho Nai.’

These revelations, taken
with the growing stream of
accounts of the atrocities of
US imperialism in Vietnam,
will stiffen the determination
of all those fighting to end
the war and to aid the Viet-
namese revolution through to
victory.

6,000 BAS.
workers out

SIXTY of Britain’s 89 British
Road Services parcels depots
were strike-bound yesterday.

More than 6,000 drivers and
loaders were out solidly be-
hind their demand for a sub-
stantial increase in their basic
pay.

They were joined by 200
drivers from a Birmingham
depot.

Union and management re-
presentatives met across the
table at the road transport in-
dustry’s national joint nego-
tiating council yesterday even-
ing.

BRS and BRS
management were
dance.

The men have already re-
jected a 30s. offer tied to
productivity ‘strings’.

(Parcels)
in atten-
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BY DAVID MAUDE

CONTAINERIZATION-on which

London’s port

union leaders meet tomorrow-last .

employers and

week again became a front-line
issue for dockers in both London

and Liverpool.

Hack writers and

cartoonists for most of

the national newspapers, some of whom clearly
had only the very faintest of ideas what -was at
stake, did their bést to whip up an anti-working
class hysteria against the 22-month-old ban on

new container berth
docks.

Claims have been made,
‘among others, that the ban
is going to turn Tilbury
into a fishing village, lose
Tilbury dockers their jobs,
kill Tilbury, kill London
() and ruin the entire
British economy (!).

All this has been con-
trasted with the new-found
virtue of Liverpool
dockers, who have allegedly
agreed to handle ships for
a third transatlantic con-
tainer service even before
a pay-and-productivity deal
for the work is finalized
and agreed.

Then on Friday, like the
icing on a particularly
nauseating cake, the govern-
ment finally published its
plans for docks ‘nationaliza-
tion’,

Much of what has been
written on all these subjects
is nonsense, a good deal of it
just plain wrong. Some of it,

however, is quite deliberately
misleading.

Last Wednesday’s decision
to maintain a nine-month-old
ban on working two highly-
mechanized containership
berths stemmed from growing
fears of speed-up and re-
dundancies as a result. of
Labour government - employer
plans for rationalization of the
docks.

As during  Merseyside’s
four-day strike at the begin-
ning of July, all the major
hornets plaguing the working
class were quickly stirred up.

The employers threatened
closure; the Tories demanded
government action; the De-
partment of Employment and

Productivity, the Trades
Union Congress and the
Transport and General
Workers’ Union all ‘inter-
vened’.

Pressure

Pressure of one kind or
another is being exerted by
all these bodies for the
dockers to lift their ban.

The Communist Party has
apparently decided to play a
similar role.

The employers, claimed a
‘Morning Star’ editorial on
Friday, ‘could have ended the
dispute ago by making a pay
offer acceptable to all London
dockers’.

As we pointed out in Satur-
day’s Workers Press, this is
to treacherously invite
dockers to sell their jobs for
more wages.

What has the Liverpool
docks Communist Party
branch, which in July pointed
out that ‘containerization is
the most urgent issue facing
“dockers today’, to say about
this?

Prosbect

As a leaflet it produced
during the strike over the
Aintree container depot
stated, containerization ‘poses
a threat to our jobs, liveli-
hood and future . . . employers
are splitting dockers into
groups and sections, managing
to get separate agreements not
only in various ports, but also
in different areas and sections
in particular ports’.

As far as it goes, this is
quite correct.

The Socialist Labour League
has always insisted that re-
velopments like containeriza-
tion present a prospect of

agreements in London

LT T

greater co-ordination, simpli-
fication and planning of goods
traffic on an international
scale; a big rise in the pro-
ductivity of labour; easier,
cleaner and more interesting
work for those involved in it.

But this prospect can only
be realized within the frame-
work of the struggle for
socialism.

Under capitalism,
only mean speed-up, wage-
cuts, a vast increase in ex-
ploitation, even more cut-
throat competition, massive”
redundancies and a far
greater instability of jobs for
those still employed.

In 1967, the management
consultants McKinsey and Co.
estimated an eventual 90 per
cent redundancy on Britain’s
docks.

The International Labour
Office recommends a 30 per
cent cut—16,500 jobs—by the
end of 1970.

In Rotterdam, 20 per cent
of the dockers—3,000 men—
are to lose their jobs by 1975.

Work-
study

As well as cutting down the
number of jobs, employers in-
troducing the high-cost equip-
ment necessary to handle
containers must intensify the
work done.

Thus Measured-Day Work,
method-study and work-
measurement are inevitable
concomitants of containeriza-
tion.

United States Lines, one of
the companies operating be-

it can

Tilbur

The first of two articles on
containerization in London

and Liverpool

Small gangs load one 20-ton
container every five minutes
on America’s West Coast,
above. Under capitalism, con-
tainerization threatens massive
redundancies.

fore the ban, has a 12-hour
turn-round on its vessels at
Tilbury.

For all the scare about loss
of jobs, only a handful of
dockers will actually be em-
ployed on OCL-ACT'’s berth
39 and Seaboard Shipping’s
berth 46.

On the £5 million berth 39
it would be about 30.

As one steward replied to a
previous threat to move the
trade:

‘You might as well move it
to Hong Kong for all the
difference it’s going to make
to us.’

None of these all-important
issues quite deliberately have
been discussed by the ‘Morn-
ing Star’, yet this is the back-
ground to the No. 1 commit-
tee’s ban.

The second article in to-
morrow’s Workers Press will
deal with the role of the union
leaders and the government’s
prop,osed docks ‘nationaliza-
tion’.

" Plessey

It is reported that a deal
—under discussion since the
beginning of the year—is
now reaching final negotia-
tions.

Management and senior
stewards are believed to be

having discussions away
from the factory.
Already, four sections of

workers have held meetings
and rejected any ‘strings’.
The management’s in-
dustrial relations department
has recently issued a state-

|B|iml workers angry-Claim reiecletll

OFFICIALS of the National
League for the Blind meet
next weekend to consider the
refusal of workshop manage-
ments to grant their claim
for a 25s. increase in wages.

‘At the moment’, League
secretary Mr T. J. Parker told
the Workers Press yesterday,
‘there seems to be an im-
passe on interpretation of an
agreement of two years ago
that our wages would rise
in line with general wage
movements.

‘There can’t be many work-
ers in this country getting
only 4s. to 5s. more than they
were in July 1967, as blind
workers are.

‘How can they expect our

OF crepy BRITAN _
TricT COUNCIL

By a Workers Press reporter

members to live on £13 a
week, as many of them have
to at the moment, when prices
are rising all the time.’

League representatives on
the National Joint Council
for Workshops for the Blind
were shocked by last Friday’s
refusal by the management
side to grant what they con-
sidered a modest and reason-
able claim.

Several hundred blind and
disabled workers lobbied out-
side the meeting for four
freezing hours (above). They
were angry and disappointed
by the adjournment of talks
for a further two weeks, said

League president Mr Dan
West afterwards.

Forty areas—some workers
coming from as far afield as

Aberdeen, Newcastle-on-Tyne,

Swansea and Warrington—
were represented.
Many branches of the

League feel that they should
be demanding more than the
official claim. Vigorous chants
of ‘We Want £2 Now!’ came
from large sections of Friday's
demonstration.

‘There’s a lot of feeling that
we should go for the maximum
—like the dustmen, who were
in fact in a lower grade be-
fore the wages were re-
structured,” explained Mr
Parker yesterday.

A new crisis in
the Italian C.P.

LAST week’s suspen-
sion of three Central
Committee members of
the Italian Communist
Party is only the pale
reflection of a deep in-
ternal crisis within
Italian Stalinism.

In many of the recent
strikes, particularly in the
massive Fiat works at
Turin, workers have clashed
physically with Stalinist
trade union officials at-
tempting to impose a
moderate policy on the
strikers.

In Bologna, 60,000 workers
demonstrated  against the
Stalinist-controlled local coun-
cil for refusing to side with
workers in their fight for
higher pay and improved
social facilities.

Numerous groups, styled
‘Maoisti’ and based largely on
students, ‘have attracted the
interest, if not active support,
of many younger workers.

The radicalization of mil-
lions of workers, driven into
struggles that pose the
question of power, was cer-
tain to create strains within
the two-million strong Stalin-
ist party.

Like all Stalinist parties in
the advanced capitalist coun-
tries, the Italian Communist
Party is totally committed to
the parliamentary road to
socialism, and, unlike most
others, presents this as being
possible through a coalition
with the ‘left’ wing of the
main capitalist . party, the
Christian Democrats.

TESTED OUT

Many workers, especially
those in the engineering in-
dustry where the power of the
monopolies is most heavily
concentrated, have tested out
this reformist strategy and
found it useless.

They also see the rise in
fascist activity and the in-
creased police brutality to-
wards strikers.

At the funeral of the police-
men killed in a recent police
attack on Milan strikers, the
fascist salute was given and
the Christian  Democratic
Prime Minister, allegedly a
‘liberal’, kissed the corpse of
the dead policemen.

workers

demand meeting
on new deal

A PETITION is circulating in Liverpool’s
Plessey factory asking shop stewards to convene
a mass meeting to discuss productivity.

By our Industrial reporter

ment in the form of question-
and-answer. It reads:

‘What will be in the pro-
cedure agreement?

‘Company  proposals on
machinery covering negotia-
tions, joint consultation and
procedure for dealing with
grievances and disputes.’

The statement declares that
there will be a new job-
grading structure with asso-
ciated earnings levels and a
list of the changes that will
be necessary to achieve the
required increases in produc-
tivity.

‘The increases are tied
closely to a programme of
work-study and productivity
improvements and it is there-
fore in the employee’s in-
terests to help achieve this
programme’, it continues.

The petition has met quite
sharp opposition amongst
stewards and senior stewards.

The centre of the manage-
ment’s proposals is the bas-
ing of wages on a standard
form of job-evaluation by the
‘direct consensus method’.

‘In any work-situation’, says
part of the management’s
negotiating statement to the
trade unions, ‘a consensus of
opinion will normally be
found to exist concerning the
relationships between various
jobs . . . a latent body of
opinion which expresses an
environmental sense of justice
about pay differentials.

‘The philosophy underlying
the direct consensus method
is that a wages structure will
be more acceptable to em-
ployees and, therefore, more
dl:lrable if it takes account of
this.’

Consistent

Another document admits
that ‘no method of job-evalu-
ation is scientific. All methods
are an attempt to apply sub-
jective judgements in a
systematic and consistent way’.

The employers, of course,
are consistent in only one
way.

Through Measured - Day
Work, job-evaluation and
other productivity schemes,
they want to pare down their
labour force, speed up produc-
tion and gear their factories
for the maximum exploitation
of those who work in them.

Every class-conscious worker
knows this.

The Socialist Labour League
advocates implacable hostility
to productivity deals such as
that proposed by Plessey’s.

A detailed analysis of the
company’s proposals to
published in the Workers

Press in the next few days,
will show why.

Moscow meeting
on 'Eurcpean
security’

THE SOVIET news agency
Tass announced yesterday that
Soviet and East European
state and party leaders are
due to meet in the next few
days at Moscow.

The main subject under
discussion will be the foreign
policy of the recently-elected
Brandt government in West
Germany.

After several weeks of ten-
tative exchanges, the Soviet
bureaucracy has decided to
make formal approaches to
Bonn.

This  ‘summit’ meeting,
Kosygin and Brezhnev hope,
will agree on a common policy
towards West Germany and
the broader questions of
‘European securtiy’.

BQSQC.
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S. African
ties
THE British Steel Cor-
poration has concluded an
agreement with a group of
South African steel firms
on the reorganization of
its holdings in that country.

The regroupment will be
achieved through the creation
of a new holding company,
which will control at least 51
per cent of the shares in
Dorman Long (Africa),
Vanderbijl Engineering and
Stewarts and Lloyds of South
Africa, the last firm having
acquired the entire share capi-
tal in Tube and Pipe Industries
and Baldwins.

The proposed regroupment
will mean that the new com-
pany’s capital will be held
jointly by the South African
firms of Iscor, Afgate and
Metkor (40 per cent), the
British Iron and Steel Cor-
poration (30 per cent) and 10
per cent by the Anglo-
American Corporation.

The remaining 20 per cent
will be offered to the public.

Plaything

This so-called ‘nationalized’

industry becomes, in_ the
hands of its  capitalist
managers, a plaything of

international big business.
What is even more to the

point is that, in this case, it

becomes an open prop of the

apartheid system in South
Africa, which draws its
capitalist profits from the

super-exploitation of the en-
slaved African workers.
Wilson-style ‘nationaliza-
tion’ has nothing to do with
socialism.
This deal must be term-
inated at once.

By a foreign correspondent

All these events have been
noted by the most advanced
Italian workers, the vast bulk
of whom are organized in the
Communist Party.

They can see now that to
follow the line of ‘structural
reforms’ within  capitalism
based on a coalition with the
Christian Democrats spells
political suicide for the Italian
working class.

They have not forgotten the
terrible experience of fascism
under Mussolini.

SUPPORT

That is why the CP oppo-
sition group based on the

journal ‘Il Manifesto’ won
such an immediate and wide-
spread support inside the
Party.

Edited by the three discip-
lined Central Committee mem-
bers (Rossana Rossanda, Aldo
Natoli and Luigi Pintor) the
journal sold 150,000 copies
within a few months of its

first number appearing in
June.
Why has ‘Il Manifesto’

found such a ready reader-
ship ?

It rejects the parliamentary
road, and calls for a return to
the revolutionary line of Marx
and Engels.

It also resolutely opposes
the Soviet invasion and occu-
pation of Czechoslovakia.

Unlike the reformist leader-
sip of the Italian CP, it does
so on revolutionary and not
liberal grounds.

Against the total reformism
of the official Party line, the
group calls for a revival of
‘the sense of revolution as a
rupture and overthrow of the
existing order. . . .

Unlike previous opposition
groups within the Italian CP,
it is led by long-standing

members with deep working-
class roots.

Rossana Rossanda, for ex-
ample, is a veteran of the
Communist-led partisan move-

Rossana Rossanda: One of
three suspended CC members

ment in the war and has
already experienced one be-
trayal of the Italian Revolu-
tion.

Many workers will rally to
this tendency.

In 1last Friday's 100,000-
strong workers’ rally in Rome,
called in support of wage con-
tract negotiations currently in
progress, big contingents of
strikers carried banners pro-
claiming ‘The contract of the
revolution’ and even more to

the point, ‘Long live the
dictatorship of the proletariat’.

It should be emphasized
again that these were not
students but industrial wor=
kers from the biggest factories
in Italy.

The delegation from Fiat of
Turin ran into the central
meeting place carrying Viet-
cong flags to the ecstatic roar
of 100,000 workers.

These are the forces now at
work inside the Italian work-
ing class and they are basically
the same as those which will
smash Stalinism wherever it
has exerted its counter-
revolutionary grip on the
labour movement.

But though tendencies such
as ‘Il Manifesto’ reflect this
crisis, they cannot resolve it.

The Italian working class re-
quires a thoroughgoing settle-
ment of accounts with the
entire history of Stalinism,
which in Italy is particularly
rich in its record of betrayals.

Those workers now moving
towards Rossana Rossanda as
a pole of opposition to the
Italian Communist Party must
be rallied to Trotskyism and
the Fourth International.

This is the only way ahead
to the Italian revolution.

E.E.C. talks
begin at
the Hague

LEADERS of the six Com-
mon Market  countries
arrived in The Hague yester-
day for the vital ‘summit’
meeting which will consider
Britain’s  application to
join the EEC.

Much hinges on the attitude

of France.

Pompidou has insisted that
before any date can be fixed
for negotiations on the admis-
sion of new members, the Six
will have to agree on a de-
finitive farm financing policy.

The Market is due to com-
plete its transition stage to a
uniform economic policy by
the end of this year, but
agriculture, which in France
has seen a series of bitter

revolts by small farmers
against government policy,
remains a tremendous
problem.
Pressure

The National Federation of
Farmers’ Unions is coming
under increasing pressure

from smaller French farmers
to take a more militant line
against government agricul-
tural policy.

The Federation leadership
is being strongly criticised for
its refusal to support the anti-
government rallies held last
Monday by the National
Young Farmers’ Centre.

Despite their ban, more
than 30,000 farmers took part
all over France.

Extinction

Thousands of small farmers
and peasants are threatened
with extinction in the near
future as the French govern-
ment sides openly with the
large-scale capitalist farmers.

Their present leadership,
dominated by these richer
farmers, has no intention of
leading any campaign to save
them.
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