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Behind the ‘Big Ten’ talks

Trade war
suicide

pact

PAUL FOOT

BY JOHN SPENCER

_out right-wing

-not known,

CURRENCY REALIGNMENTS agreed at the
Washington Group of Ten talks this weekend
are a major victory for America’s trade-war

Strategy.
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December
Fund needs
£524.30 by
Saturday

WILL WE make it? SIx more
days to go o try and complete
our £1,250 target by Christmas.

We knew it would be a
fight to the last—but we felt
that with the latest Tory
government onslaught that
you, our readers, would make
this special effort.

Everywhere,- miners, car
workers, englneers and un-
employed are all under attack.
Workers Press Is vital to fight
back and defeat the Torles.

Make sure, therefore, we raise-

our Fund In time. Send an
extra amount {f you can and
post every donation immedi-
ately to:

Workers Press
December Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High St,

London, SW4,
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THE AIR war over N Viet-
nam and Laos showed signs
of hotting up yesterday with
reports of the 97th so-called
protective reaction strike by
US aircraft against anti-
aircraft installations,

Americans’ demands.

The dollar price of gold
has been raised from $35
to $38 an ounce and the

10 per cent surcharge
imposed on  August 15
dropped. R

In return, the US gets what
it has been demanding from
the beginning —a complete
shake-up of international cur-
rency rates to make it much
easier for American manu-
facturers to sell abroad and
more difficult for foreign
countries to export to the US.
The overall dollar devaluation
is effectively 11 per cent.

The Japanese ven is to be
revalued 16.8 per cent against
the dollar, the German mark
goes up 12.6 per cent, while
the pound sterling and the
franc are to rise to a new
dollar: parity of $2.61—a
revaluation against the dollar
of 8.57 per cent.

Sales

The small rise in the gold
price does nothing to ease
the position of America's
trading opponents.

With only $10,800m-worth
.of gold to cover the $40,000m
in foreign central bank re-
serves, the US has no inten-
tion of resuming gold sales.
Nor did the Washington deal
contain any indemnity for

countries whose dollar re-
serves have now been
devalued. |

Stench of 1922

WITH ALL the props hacked
away, capitalism in Ulster is
about to rest itself four-square
on the backs of the trade
union and Labour bureaucrats.

It was one thing for these
bureaucrats to refuse co-

operation with Stormont and,

Westminster while it looked
as if there was something to
be gained.

It is quite another now that
the ‘Tories have shown they
are prepared to turn the entire
Six Counties into the worst
kind of concentration camp
rather than bow to extremists
on either side.

Social Democratic Labour
Party leader Gerry Fitt said
at the weekend: ‘I am des-
perately anxious that a formula

can be devised enabling the

SDLP to talk)

Home Secretary Reginald
Maudling last week sounded
Protestant
leader the Rev Ian Paisley
and, although the result is
Desmond Boal
(the ex-Unionist MP for
Shankhill) has gone on record
as saying:

‘Of course there must be
a reconciliation. Only a fodl
would say otherwise.”.

While the political pack is
being shuffled to find a win-
ning hand, Tory repression
continues unabated in its bid
to reduce IRA violence to an
‘acceptable’ level. :

Eire premier Jack Lynch,
under growing pressure from
his, own working <class and
right wing,

has decided at.
" least ,to give a hand to his.

IS In
the
air

BY IAN YEATS

political kith and kin at
Westminster. .
‘There will be no pulling
back in dealing with IRA and
other subversive organizations®
he said at the weekend, hint-
ing that Irish troops might
be brought home from.Cyprus.
The moves towards a Pro-
testant-Catholic detente reflect
a new approach to the emer-
gency pinpointed by the

‘Sunday  Telegraph’s’ - Ivan
Rowan:

‘This means a power
struggle resolved at the
working-class level where

violence first arose.’
In other words the Tories
have written off Stormont.
They have concluded that
the only chance for a settle-
ment lies in dealing with- the
. ‘rebel’ politicians rather than
. with those Unionists who have
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The US has made limited concessions, but
the European and Japanese capitalists have been
forced to capitulate on a grand scale to the

And the US is still de-
manding major trading con-
cessions from the Common
Market countries — including
the virtual scrapping of the

EEC's-farne-price policses and .

a freeze on preferential deals

with other European states.
Treasury Secretary John

Connally said after the Wash-

‘ington talks:

“Trade is, was and shall be
a part of the package’, adding
that if progress was not made
on urgent trade issues, it was
possible the Nixon adminis-
tration might not submit the
gold price increase for
ratification by Congress.

No wonder President Nixon
hailed the deal as ‘the most
significant monetary agreement
in the history of the world’
—outshining even Bretton
Woods in his eyes.

Nobody can say how long

the ramshackle new arrange- -

ments will last. But one
thing is absolutely clear.
'The deal solves none of the
basic questions posed by
the collapse of the 1944
Bretton Woods agreement.
It does nothing to restore
the shattered connection be-
tween paper money and value
which was ruptured when
Nixon stopped selling gold for

dollars.
Float

It cannot be interpreted as

a return to fixed parities,
because currencies like - the
pound will now be allowed
to ‘float’ 24 per cent either
side of their new rates against
the dollar.

In reality the Washington
deal is a realignment of
trenches in the trade war
and there is no question that
the Americans have gained
considerable  ground from
which to fight the next stage
of the battle for markets.

In terms of politics it
means that the employing
class all over the capitalist
world must now step up their
onslaught against the work-
ing class as an integral part
of the trade war.

AS YAHYA RESIGNS IN W

Hand in
weapons
‘threat to
guerrillas

AWAMI LEAGUE leaders in Dacca have
launched a campaign to disarm the
guerrilla army in Bangla Desh. Mukti
Bahini fighters have been ordered to hand
over all weapons other than rifles and all
policemen and former policemen in the
Mukti Bahini have been asked to report

for duty in a bid to restore law and order.

® NUMBER 642

‘Private Eye’

The daily paper
. that leads the

fight against the
Tory government

and Paul Foot

THE DOUBLE-life of Paul
Foot continues . . . We've
previously had occasion to
point out the two hats worn
by Foot—as leading mem-
ber of the ‘state capitalist’
International Socialists
group and joint editor of
‘Private Eye', the so-called
satirical magazine.

Nobody in the IS group has
yet raised a murmur about
Foot's involvement with the
‘Eye’, a magazine noted for
its deeply right-wing, anti-
working-class views.

In its latest issue there is a
page of joke book reviews
which réfers ‘satirically’ to
Foot’s double life.

The article says: ‘Incidentally,
some of the comrades may
be asking why I am writing
this article in a neo-élitist,
Christian fascist reactionary
journal, ie Private Eye, and

with this gutter journal is
‘trendy’.

After all, it brings him in con-
tact with ‘important people’
like Tory MP William
Deedes (a director of the
‘Daily Telegraph"), right-
wing Labourites like Brian
Walden, trade union leaders,
‘media’ men and ‘birds’.

Where does this double-life
lead ?

In the two most recent issues
of the ‘Eye’, full-page
articles have appeared slan-
dering the TRA.

One was a photograph of a
girl tarred and feathered
which was captioned : ‘All
in a night's work—join the
Provisionals’, It was the sort
of illustration which could
have come from the reac-
tionary pen of Cummings of
the ‘Daily Express’.

Did Foot complain about the
illustration? Did Foot resign

‘state capitalist’ group—and
as yet not from Bernadette
Devlin, MP, who has re-
cently expressed a very prin-
cipled position in relation
to the IRA.

That brings us to the latest
‘Eye’.

This contains an item which
names the head of the Pro-
visionals as ‘Mr Seamus
Q'Bloidboaith’ and goes on
to say:

‘Our market research shows
that 99 per cent think of
the IRA as sub-normal
morons who go around
bombing and shooting
people.

We searched in vain in this
week’s ‘Socialist Worker’ to
note any disapproval of this
slander. None appeared.

This week’s IS sheet, in fact,
is handed over to a front-

PRIVATE EYE

u i

\ hey

the answer is . . .J

And the article ends there—

without giving us  the
answer. "

But the comrades in IS aren’t

asking Foot why he is
writing for the ‘Eye’.
think his association

These are the latest
moves in the campaign to
snatch the power from
the Bangla Desh guer-
rillas, who have a strong

socialist element. and
transfer it to Awami
League administrators
who do not intend to

fundamentally alter the
capitalist property rela-
tions in the country.

At presem‘“ the
army presides over the
power vacuum that exists in
Dacca. It has allowed the
defeated W Pakistani forces
to keep their arms and they
are protecting leading E
Bengali politicians who col-
laborated with the vicious
Yahya Khan regime.

PRESIDENT Yahya Khan
will resign today as soon as
a government is formed in
W Pakistan. A new consti-
tution will also be an-
nounced. Dr Ali Bhutto,
leader of the People’s Party
and Foreign Minister desig-
nate, was on his way back
to Pakistan last night at the
request of Yahya Khan.
During a brief stop in
‘London he said the situa-
tion in W Pakistan was
pretty grim and he was
hurrying home ‘to help build
a new world and new coun-
try’. Bhutte is almost cer-
tain to succeed Khan as

leader of the Pakistan
administration.
- |

When Mukti Bahini guer-
rillas surrounded the Inter-
continental Hotel demand-
ing the quisling E Pakistan
governor, Dr A. M. Malik, .
be handed over as a war
criminal, the Indian army
threatened to open fire.

Overall Indian Comman-
der Jack Jacob told the
guerrillas that he wanted
the transfer to be bloodless.

The guerrillas assured
him théey would do their
best.

‘Don’t just try —do it
roared the enraged general.
‘If not I'll start shooting
vou fellows.’ g
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Exiles in embassy vigil

f{_
1

Basque and Spanish exiles maintain a vigil outside the Spanish Embassy at

the weekend In solidarity with political prisoners. Six Basque nationalists, who

were sentenced to death and later rep rieved this time last year, are on hunger
strike against their conditions. ( See prison conditions page four.)
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And what

We can report that not a

from the paper over this
vicious attack on the IRA ?
about ‘Socialist
Worker’, the weekly rag of
the IS group? Was any
criticism made?

murmur was heard from the

consulted

placement

economy.

=

Following Friday’s
Leyland’s Berkeley Square headquarters, union
leaders said they would not tolerate a Ford-
style national agreement.

“What the deal will mean

FOR BRITAIN, the Wash-
ington deal can only in-
tensify the exports slump
and crisis in the economy.

Since August sterling has
‘loated’ upwards by about
5 per cent. The Tories
wanted to peg the pound at
this level, but the size  of
the Washington revaluation
is a severe blow to their
plans on the eve of Common
Market entry.

WELL BEYOND

The Tory ‘Sunday Tele-
graph’ commented : ‘There
will be few indeed to say
that Britain has done very
well out of the realignment’,

It adds that the pound
revaluation figure was ‘well
beyond what most analysts
had expected and will raise
the question of how far Mr
Barber has been finessed’.

for exports

It wipes out the advan-
tages of the 1967 devalua-
tion and will deepen the
slump in Britain’s export
trade. The Association of
British Chambers of Com-
merce announced yesterday
that new export orders have
declined over the last four
months.

They blame the high price
of British goods on foreign
markets and ‘the political

and economic climate
abroad’.
"The effect in Germany

and Japan is likely to be
even more disastrous.

Japanese steel and motor
manufacturers are already

complaining that the yen
revaluation is too high and
will adversely affect their
operations.

The W Germans are try-
ing to comfort themselves
with the thought that the
mark revaluation only raises
it by 4.6 per cent over the
average of other countries.

. STAGGERING

Over the last two years,
the mark parity has risen by
a staggering 35 per cent
against the dollar, causing
the biggest post-war crisis
German industry has seen.

MODIFY RATE SYSTEM
’ CALL BY TUC

UNION chiefs call in a TUC
papér published today for
abolition or modification of
the notoriously unfair rating
system,

Criticizing the government’s
Green Paper on local govern-

ment finance, they call for the -

introduction of local income
tax at rates determined by
councils.

The paper says this would

have to be balanced by con-
tributions from industry—pos-
sibly local corporation tax or
more likely super-rating.
Philip Wade writes: Instead
of fighting to remove the
Tories, who have decided to
keep rating despite wide-
spread protests; the TUC has
decided to engage in yet an-
other academic, time-wasting
discussion with them.

ITALY'S deadlocked presiden-
tial election yesterday entered
a critical phase as the 17th
ballot failed to produce a re-
sult and the Christian Démo-
crats prepared to make a
crucial decision on whether to
replace their candidate.

Few observers doubted that
Amintore Fanfani, who has
stubbornly held on as the
official party candidate
throughout the first 11 days
of voting, would be replaced
at a meeting of the 423 Chris-

tian Democrat electors last
night.

He has held the post of
premier four timés, but only
picked up five votes in yester-
day’s ballot as his party
officially
tenth time amid hectic nego-
tiations with other parties to
find a compromise candidate.

The left-wing bloc remained
united in support of Francesco
de Martino, who won 397
votes,

abstained for the.

page tirade against the Con-
corde by none other than
. . Paul Foot. It is an
entire rehash of more than
a score of articles which
Foot has churned out for
the ‘Eye’.

Yet this corny old story in

‘Socialist Worker’' provides

Union
law In
Leylan
procedure
wrangle

DAVID MAUDE

SHOP STEWARDS in the British-
Leyland combine have not been

about the company’s

move for a new procedure agree-
ment with union leaders.

" They are by no means happy with

Friday’s soundings about a possible re-
for the
engineering-industry procedure, imposed
in 1922 after a national lock-out.

now-defunct York

Fears that Leyland is after an even more
advantageous
heightened at the weekend by reports that
the Department of Employment may resort
to ' the Industrial Relations Act if further
talks next month fail.

Under the Act, the new National Industrial
Relations Court has the power to impose a
model procedure in the combine if it con-
siders there is a threat to profits or to the

agreement this time were

Employment Secretary Robert Carr would
first ask the court to order an investigation
by the Commission on Industrial Relations
headed by Len ‘Dodger’ Neal—the former
meat porter and union official turned labour
director of British Rail.

preliminary talks at

And under considerable
pressure from the combine’s
130,000 manual workers, they
have rejected’ plans for a cen-
tral negotiating body to dis-
cuss issues such as wages.

Early last year, however,
they did respond to threats of
sackings from Leyland chair-
man Lord Stokes by trying to
sell their members the idea of
plant-level investigation of the
causes of disputes.

;Though a majority of the
senior stewards went along
with them at that stage, the
idea got a cool reception in
the factories.

There is good reason for
believing the spectre of the
anti-union law is being raised
now to frighten the union
chiefs into similar but even
greater concessions.

But no real compromise js
possible on the central issue
over which the national pro-
cedure talks broke down: the
emplovers’ right to change
working conditions without
consulting the unions.

If this is Leyland’s aim, it
will need the Industrial Rela-
tions Act in earnest and not
just as a threat in—-the -back-

ground.

him with the ‘left’ cover he
so desperately needs to con-
tinue his activities among
the reactionaries of Greek
St, home of the ‘Eye’.

Tony Cliff and the IS group
are consciously assisting the
unprincipled double role of
Foot, just as they remained
silent about why they sup-
ported the sending of British
troops to Ulster in 1969.

Foot has been stomaching the
reactionary bilge of the
‘Ey¢’ for about four years.
That’s a feat of some politi-
cal—as well as medical—
accomplishment.

But as the ‘Eye’ swings further
and further right, how long
will it be before even Foot's
cast-iron intestines give in?

On the other hand the inter-

penetration of ‘Private Eye’

and ‘Socialist Worker' is
now so complete, that every- .|
one might swing right
together.

Perhaps we can look forward

to the launching of an en-
tirely new concept in ‘radi-

cal” publishing — ‘Private
" Worker’ with a ‘Socialist
Eye’.

Another
DATA

official
sacked

DRAUGHTSMEN at the
Lancer Boss plant in Leighton
Buzzard, Beds, enter the third
week of official strike action
over the victimization of one
of their members.

Office-committee man Alex
Fraser was sacked just three
weeks after his election to a
post in the téchnical section
of the AUEW in his office.

The management say his
dismissal was necessary be-
cause of economic recession.

But the men point out that
up to his dismissal they had
been working unlimited over-
time and the firmm had taken
on six contract draughtsmen.

And the basis of .last-in
first-out given by management
was wrong because members
with shorter service were not
chosen.

The sacking follows the set
pattern of long, official strikes,
instigated after the Engineer-
ing Employers’
made plain their intention of
breaking the draughtsmen's
union.

Only last week, draughts-
,men at the Rugby GEC-AEI

plant saw committee member

Bernard Peéarce finally sacked
because their union executive
refused to continue backing a
series of one-day strikes for
his reinstatemeént.

They have now implemented
a work-to-rule and overtime
ban to try and get his job
back.

At Leighton Buzzard AUEW
divisional organizer Eric Win-
terbottom has held talks with
the management and now says
the redundancy was genuine
and there is nothing he can do
about it

STRIKE FOR
JOBS IN
 SCOTLAND

THE SCOTTISH TUC has
been asked to stage a token
one - day strike throughout
Scotland as the first stage of
what is called ‘a progressive
campaign to end unemploy-
ment once and for all’.

The resolution demanding
the strike was put forward by
the Auyrshire joint co-ordin-
ating committee against unem-
ployment at a rally in Kilmar-
nock on Saturday.

About 800 marchers
assembléd in Howard Park to
hear a tape-recorded message
from the Labour leader Harold
Wilson.

When the audience de-
manded a Geéneral Strike to
end Tory rule, James Milne of
the STUC said that the time
may come when the trade
union movement may have to
us ‘that method’.

Guy Stobbs, of the miners’
union, called on workers to
support the miners in their

forthcoming battle.
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Hand in
weapons

THE DOUBLE-life of Paul
Foot continues . . . We've
previously had occasion to
point out the two hats worn
by Foot—as leading mem-
ber of the ‘state capitalist’
International Socialists
group and joint editor of
‘Private Eye’, the so-called
satirical magazine.

Nobody in the IS group has

The article says: ‘Incidentally,

‘Private Eye’
and Paul Foot

|

with this gutter journal is
‘trendy’.

After all, it brings him in con-
tact with ‘important people’
like Tory MP William
Deedes (a director of the
‘Daily Telegraph’), right-
wing Labourites like Brian
Walden, trade union leaders,
‘media’ men and ‘birds’.

Where does this double-life

of illustration which could

The daily paper
. that leads the

fight against the

Tory government

‘state capitalist’” group—and
as yet not from Bernadette
Devlin, MP, who has re-
cently expressed a very prin-
cipled position in relation
to the IRA.

That brings us to the latest
‘Eye’.

This contains an item which
names the head of the Pro-
visionals ‘Mr  Seamus

week’s ‘Socialist Worker’ to

)

PRIVATEEVE

him with the ‘left’ cover he
so desperately needs to con-
tinue his activities among
the reactionaries of Greek
St, home of the ‘Eye’.

Tony Cliff and the IS group
are consciously assisting the
unprincipled double role of
Foot, just as they remained
silent about why they sup-
ported the sending of British
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Christian fascist reactionary
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tionary pen of Cummings of
the ‘Daily Express’.

Did Foot complain about the

note any disapproval of this
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This week’s IS sheet, in fact,

is handed over to a front-

cast-iron intestines give in?
On the other hand the inter-
penetration of ‘Private Eye’
and ‘Socialist Worker’ is
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CURRENCY REALIGNMENTS agreed at the
 Washington Group of Ten talks this weekend
are a major victory for America’s trade-war

strategy.
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WILL WE make Iit? Six more
days to go to try and complete
our £1,250 target by Christmas.

We knew it would be a
fight to the last—but we feit
that with the latest Tory
government onslaught that
you, our readers, would make
this special effort.

Everywhere,- miners, car
workers, engineers and un-
employed are all under attack.
Workers Press Is vital to fight
back and defeat the Torles.
Make sure, therefore, we raise
our Fund In time. Send an
extra amount if you can and
post every donation Immedl-
ately to:

Workers Press
December Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High St,

London, SW4.

THE AIR war over N Viet-
nam and Laos showed signs
of hotting up yesterday with
reports of the 97th so-called
protective reaction strike by
US aircraft against anti-
aircraft installations.

The US has made limited concessions, but
the European and Japanese capitalists have been
forced to capitulate on a grand scale to the

Americans’ demands.

The dollar price of gold
has been raised from $35
to $38 an ounce and the

10 per cent surcharge
imposed on August 15
dropped. - <

In return, the US gets what
it has been demanding from
the beginning—a complete
shake-up of international cur-
rency rates to make it much
easier for American manu-
facturers to sell abroad and
more difficult for foreign
countries to export to the US.
The overall dollar devaluation
is effectively 11 per cent.

The Japanese yen is to be
revalued 16.8 per cent against
the dollar, the German mark
goes up 12.6 per cent, while
the pound sterling and the
franc are to rise to a new
dollar: parity of $2.61 —a
revaluation against the dollar
of 8.57 per cent.

Sales

The small rise in the gold
price does nothing to ease
the position of America’s
trading opponents.

With only $10,800m-worth

.of gold to cover the $40,000m

in foreign central bank re-
serves, the US has no inten-
tion of resuming gold sales.
Nor did the Washington deal
contain any indemnity for
countries whose dollar re-
serves have now  been
devalued. \

Stench of 1922

WITH ALL the props hacked
away, capitalism in Ulster is
about to rest itself four-square
on the backs of the trade
union and Labour bureaucrats.

It was one thing for these
bureaucrats to refuse co-

operation with Stormont and,

Westminster while it lpoked
as if there was something to
be gained.

It is quite another now that
the ‘Tories have shown they
are prepared to turn the entire
Six Counties into the worst
kind of concentration camp
rather than bow to extremists
on either side.

Social Democratic Labour
Party leader Gerry Fitt said
at the weekend: ‘I am des-
perately anxious that a formula
can
SDLP to talk.’

Home Secretary Reginald
Maudling last week sounded
right-wing  Protestant
leader the Rev Ian Paisley
and, although the result is
not known, Desmond Boal
(the ex-Unionist MP _for
Shankhill) has gone on record
as saying:

‘Of course there must be
a reconciliation. Only a fodl
would say otherwise.’

While the political pack is
being shuffled to find a win-
ning hand, Tory repression
continues unabated in its bid
to reduce IRA violence to an
‘acceptable’ level.

Eire premier Jack Lynch,
under growing pressure from
his, own wotking class and
ight wing, has decided at

be devised enabling the

IS In
the
air

political kith and Kkin
Westminster. .

‘There will be no pulling
back in dealing with IRA and
other subversive organizations’
he said at the weekend, hint-
ing that Irish troops might
be brought home from.Cyprus.

The moves towards a Pro-
testant-Catholic detente reflect
a new approach to the emer-

at

gency pinpointed by the
‘Sunday  Telegraph’s’ - Ivan
Rowan:

‘This meahs a power
struggle resolved at the
working-class level where

violence first arose.’

In other words the Tories
have written off Stormont.

They have concluded that
the only chance for a settle-
ment lies in dealing with- the
‘rebel’ politicians rather than
with those Unionists who have
@ PAGE FOUR Col 5

And the US is still de-
manding major trading con-
cessions from the Common
Market countries — including
the virtual scrapping of the
EEC's-farm -price policws and

a freeze on preferential deals

with other European states.
Treasury Secretary John
Connally said after the Wash-

‘ington talks:

‘Trade is, was and shall be
a part of the package’, adding
that if progress was not made
on urgent trade issues, it was
possible the Nixon adminis-
tration might not submit the
gold price increase for
ratification by Congress.

No wonder President Nixon
hailed the deal as ‘the most
significant monetary agreement
in the history of the world’
—outshining even Bretton
Woods in his eyes.

Nobody can say how long

the ramshackle new arrange- -

ments will last. But one
thing is absolutely clear.
The deal solves none of the
basic questions posed by
the collapse of the 1944
Bretton Woods agreement.
It does nothing to restore
the shattered connection be-
tween paper money and value
which was ruptured when
Nixon stopped selling gold for

dollars.
Float

It cannot be interpreted as
a return to fixed parities,
because currencies like - the
pound will now be allowed
to ‘float’ 2} per cent either
side of their new rates against
the dollar.

In reality the Washington
deal is a realignment of
trenches in the trade war
and there is no question that
the Americans have gained
considerable ground from
which to fight the next stage
of the battle for markets.

In terms of politics it
means that the employing
class all over the capitalist
world must now step up their
onslaught against the work-
ing class as an integral part
of the trade war.

These are the latest
moves in the campaign to
snatch the power from
the Bangla Desh guer-
rillas, who have a strong
socialist element. and
transfer it to. Awami
League administrators
who do not intend to
fundamentally alter the
capitalist property rela-
tions in the country.

At present the Indian
army presides over the
power vacuum that exists in
Dacca. It has allowed the
defeated W Pakistani forces
to keep their arms and they
are protecting leading E
Bengali politicians who col-
laborated with the vicious
‘Yahya Khan regime.

PRESIDENT Yahya Khan
will resign today as soon as
a government is formed in
W Pakistan. A new consti-
tution will also be an-
nounced. Dr Ali Bhutto,
leader of the People’s Party
and Foreign Minister desig-
nate, was on his way back
to Pakistan last night at the
request of Yahya Khan.
During a brief stop in
London he said the situa-
tion in W Pakistan was
pretty grim and he was
hurrying home ‘to help build
a new world and new coun-
try’. Bhutte is almost cer-
tain to succeed Khan as

leader of the Pakistan
administration.
]

When Mukti Bahini guer-
rillas surrounded the Inter-
continental Hotel demand-
ing the quisling E Pakistan
governor, Dr A, M. Malik,
be handed over as a war
criminal, the Indian army
threatened to open fire.

Overall Indian Comman-
der Jack Jacob told the
guerrillas that he wanted
the transfer to be bloodless.

The guerrillas assured
him they would do their
best.

‘Don’t just try—do it/
roared the enraged general.
‘If not I'll start shooting
you fellows.’

@ PAGE FOUR COL. 9

guerrilla army in Bangla Desh. Mukti
Bahini fighters have been ordered to hand
over all weapons other than rifles and all
policemen and former policemen in the
Mukti Bahini have been asked to report
for duty in a bid to restore law and order.

the answer is . . .’

And the article ends there—

asking Foot why he is

writing for the ‘Eye’.
hey

think his association

.y -

Basque and Spanish exiles

Exiles in embassy vigil

ol

- Prisoncg

iy g

maintain a vigll outside the Spanish Embassy at

the weekend In solidarity with political prisoners. Six Basque nationalists, who

were sentenced to death and later rep rleved this time last year, are on hunger
strike against thelr conditions. ( See prison conditions page four.)

We can report that not a

from the paper over this
vicious attack on the IRA?

without giving us the And what about ‘Socialist
answer. . Worker’, the weekly rag of
But the comrades in IS aren’t the IS group? Was any

criticism made?

murmur was heard from the

consulted

economy.

corde by none other than

. Paul Foot. It is an
entire réhash of more than
a score of articles which
Foot has churned out for
the ‘Eye’.

Yet this corny old story in

‘Socialist Worker’ provides

Union
law in
Leylan
procedure
wrangle

DAVID MAUDE

SHOP STEWARDS in the British-
Leyland combine have not been

about the company’s

move for a new procedure agree-
ment with union leaders.

. They are by no means happy with
Friday’s soundings about a possible re-
placement for
engineering-industry procedure, imposed
in 1922 after a national lock-out.

the now-defunct York

Fears that Leyland is after an even more
advantageous
heightened at the weekend by reports that
the Department of Employment may resort
to ' the Industrial Relations Act if further
talks next month fail.

Under the Act, the new National Industrial
Relations Court has the power to impose a
model procedure in the combine if it con-
siders there is a threat to profits or to the

agreement this time were

Employment Secretary Robert Carr would
first ask the court to order an investigation
by the Commission on Industrial Relations
headed by Len ‘Dodger’ Neal—the former
meat porter and union official turned labour
director of British Rail.

Following Friday’s preliminary talks at
Leyland’s Berkeley Square headquarters, union
leaders said they would not tolerate a Ford- .
style national agreement.

And under considerable

What the deal will mean

FOR BRITAIN, the Wash-
ington deal can only in-
tensify the exports slump
and crisis in the economy.

Since August sterling has
‘floated’ upwards by about
5 per cent. The Tories
wanted to peg the pound at
this level, but the size ‘.of
the Washington revaluation
is a severe blow to their
plans on the eve of Common
Market entry.

WELL BEYOND

The Tory ‘Sunday Tele-
graph’ commented : ‘There
will be few indeed to say
that Britain has domne very
well out of the realignment’.

It adds that the pound
revaluation figure was ‘well
beyond what most analysts
had expected and will raise
the question of how far Mr
Barber has been finessed’.

for exports

It wipes out the advan-
tages of the 1967 devalua-
tion and will deepen the
slump in Britain’s export
trade. The Association of
British Chambers of Com-
merce announced yesterday
that new export orders have
declined over the last four
months.

They blame the high price
of British goods on foreign
markets and ‘the political

and economic climate
abroad’.
" The effect in Germany

and Japan is likely to be
even more disastrous.

Japanese steel and motor
manufacturers are already

complaining that the yen
revaluation is too high and
will adversely affect their
operations.

The W Germans are try-
ing to comfort themselves
with the thought that the
mark revaluation only raises
it by 4.6 per cent over the
average of other countries.

. STAGGERING

Over the last two years,
the mark parity has risen by
a staggering 35 per cent
against the dollar, causing
the biggest post-war crisis
German industry has seen.

MODIFY RATE SYSTEM
) CALL BY TUC

UNION chiefs call in a TUC
papér published today for
abolition or modification of
the notoriously unfair rating
system.

Criticizing the government's
Green Paper on local govern-

ment finance, they call for the -

introduction of local income
tax at rates determined by
councils.

The paper says this would

have to be balanced by con-
tributions from industry—pos-
sibly local corporation tax or
more likely super-rating.
Philip Wade writes: Instead
of fighting to remove the
Tories, who have decided to
keep rating despite wide-
spread protests, the TUC has
decided to engage in yet an-
other academic, time-wasting
discussion with them.

ITALY’S deadlocked presiden-
tial election yesterday entered
a critical phase as the 17th
ballot failed to produce a re-
sult and the Christian Démo-
crats prepared to make a
crucial decision on whether to
replace their candidate.

Few observers doubted that
Amintore Fanfani, who has
stubbornly held on as the
official party candidate
throughout the first 11 days
of voting, would be replaced

at a meeting of the 423 Chris-

tian Democrat electors last
night.

He has held the post of
premier four times, but only
picked up five votes in yester-
day’'s ballot as his party
officially abstained for
tenth time amid hectic nego-
tiations with other parties to
find a compromise candidate.

~ The left-wing bloc remained
united in support of Francesco
de Martino, who won 397
votes,

the .

pressure from the combine’s
130,000 manual workers, they
have rejected’ plans for a cen-
tral negotiating body to dis-
cuss issues such as wages.

Early last year, however,
they did respond to threats of
sackings from Leyland chair-
man Lord Stokes by trying to
sell their members the idea of
plant-level investigation of the
causes of disputes.

;Though a majority of the
senior stewards went along
with them at that stage, the
idea got a cool reception in
the factories.

There is good reason for
believing the spectre of the
anti-union law is being raised
now to frighten the wunion
chiefs into similar but even
greater concessions.

But no real compromise js
possible on the central issue
over which the national pro-
cedure talks broke down: the
employers’ right to change
working conditions without
consulting the unions.

If this is Leyland’s aim, it
will need the Industrial Rela-
tions Act in earnest and not
just as a threat in -the--bgck-

ground.

one might swing right
together.

Perhaps we can look forward

to the launching of an en-
tirely new concept in ‘radi-

cal’ publishing — ‘Private
* Worker’ with a ‘Socialist
Eye’.

Another

DATA

official
sacked

DRAUGHTSMEN at the
Lancer Boss plant in Leighton
Buzzard, Beds, enter the third
week of official strike action
over the victimization of one
of their membeérs.

Office-committee man Alex
Fraser was sacked just three
weeks after his election to a
post in the téchnical section
of the AUEW in his office.

The management say his
dismissal was necessary be-
cause of economic recession.

But the men point out that
up to his dismissal they had
béen working unlimited over-
time and the firm had taken
on six contract draughtsmen.

And the basis of .last-in
first-out given by management
was wrong because members
with shorter service were not
chosen.

The sacking follows the set
pattern of long, official strikes,
instigated after the Engineer-
ing Employers’ Federation -
made plain their intention of
breaking the draughtsmen’s
union.

Only last week, draughts-
,men at the Rugby GEC-AEI

plant saw committee member

Bernard Peéarce finally sacked
because their union executive
refused to continue backing a
series of one-day strikes for
his reinstatement.

They have now implemented
a work-to-rule and overtime
ban to try and get his job
back.

At Leighton Buzzard AUEW
divisional organizer Eric Win-
terbottom has held talks with
the management and now says
the redundancy was genuine
and there is nothing he can do
about it

STRIKE FOR
JOBS IN
- SCOTLAND

THE SCOTTISH TUC has
been asked to stage a token
one - day strike throughout
Scotland as the first stage of
what is called ‘a progressive
campaign to end unémploy-
ment once and for all’.

The resolution demanding
the strike was put forward by
the Ayrshire joint co-ordin-
ating committee against unem-
ployment at a rally in Kilmar-
nock on Saturday.

About 800 marchers
assembled in Howard Park to
hear a tape-recorded message
from the Labour leader Harold
Wilson.

When the audience de-
manded a Géneral Strike to
end Tory rule, James Milne of
the STUC said that the time
may come when the trade
union movement may have to
us ‘that method’.

Guy Stobbs, of the miners’
union, called on workers to
support the miners in their

forthcoming battle.
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‘ROOTS OF THE RIGHT’
A serles of readings edited by George Steiner in
Fascist, Racist and Elitist Ideology.

Writings of
a decaying
System

by Tom Kemp

A SERIES of writings by
theorists of the extreme right
is being issued by Jonathan
Cape under the general editor-
ship of George Steiner.

Each volume consists of ex-
tracts, rather than whole works,
making accessible to English
readers texts which, in some
cases, have not been translated
before, or have been out of print
for some time.

Whatever the literary merits of
their authors, the subject matter,
if nothing else, makes them tedi-
ous and unpleasant reading.

They are not addressed to the
massés, but to highly literate
people who believe that they
belong to an élite.

Steiner calls the authors ‘élitist,
racist and totalitarian dreamers’
who have offered an alternative
to liberalism and bourgeois de-
mocracy. He says that their pro-
gramme has come near ‘to de-
stroying our civilization and is so
alive it must be studied’.

Actually these writings are a
product of bourgeois society in
its decay. Certainly they provide
an alternative programme—which
the ruling class readily enough
makes use of when the old com-
promises—upon which liberal de-
mocracy rest — break up under
the pressure of economic crisis.
They set out a programme for
saving the established order.

Their aim is to conserve, how-.

ever barbarous the means which
they condoqe or to which their
doctrineés lead.

European rightists have gener-
ally been more articulate, more
theoretical, than their Anglo-
Saxon counterparts. But there
should be no mistake: the right
in Britain and America rests
philosophically on the same élitist
and racialist foundations, how-
ever its spokesmen may disguise
the fact in hypocritical lip-service
to liberalism and democracy.

So, in taking up these works,
we do so from a point of view
which is directly opposed to that
of Steiner and the other editors
—who, by the way, are ignorant
of, or hostile towards, Marxism.

They try to maintain a distinc-
tion between the sociology of
fascism and the theory to be
found in these writings.

Of course, they disagree with
them and abhor the consequences
which they believe that they
have. But they do not begin from
a materialist standpoint.

That would mean taking sides.
It would mean deciding by what
means reaction and fascism can
be fought. They are unable to
do this. The whole question of
rightist thought and fascist terror
becomes an enigma to them:
something terrible and scarcely
explicable in rational terms.

Fascism can only be fought by
the working class undér the
leadership of a revolutionary
party based upon Marxist theory:
that is the lesson of German and
Italian history.

The answer to counter-revolu-
tion is revolution.

Steiner and his friends seek a
third way, a way in which capi-
talism continues to exist-and the
bourgeoisie remains the ruling
class.

But as long as capitalism exists
the fascist programme does re-
main alive.

It cannot be deémolished by
rational arguments, by science,
by education, but only in a con-
flict of living forces, that is, in
the course of the class struggle
which leads to the victory of the
working class.

The three books in the series
are: ‘Alfred Rosenberg: Selected
Writings’, ‘Gobineau : Selected
Political Writings’ and ‘The
French Right (from de Maistre
to Maurras’
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A TROTSKY
ANTHOLDGY

ALFRED ROSENBERG was
the leading philosopher of the
Nazi movement and had a big
influence on the thinking of
Hilter. When the Nazis took
power, he was put in charge of
the party’s ideological office,
and in July, 1941, became
Minister for the Eastern Occu-
pied Territories. Tried at
Nuremberg with other Nazi
leaders, he was hanged in
October 1946.

As Pois points out in the intro-
duction, Rosenberg, who fled
from Russia during the Revolu-
tion, first learnt his anti-Semitism
from right-wing Russian circles
who believed that the Bolshevik

‘Revolution was a Jewish plot.

Already, in 1919, a former
Tsarist colonel called Vinburg
had called for the extermination
of the Jewish people.

Rosenberg and Hitler never
put such a demand on paper -
they simply proceeded to carry it
into practice. when they were
able.

Rosenberg also drew on vari-
ous strands in German 19th
century thought—the nationalism
of the Romantic movement and
its hatred for the city (and thus
love for the ‘soil’); the ‘scientific’
racial theories of writers like
Gobineau and Houston Stewart
Chamberlain, which he combined
with popular anti-Semitism; and
the theories of Nietzsche regard-
ing the ‘superman’ and the ‘will
to power’.

Racial theories

His guiding theme is the racial
superiority 'of the blond, blue-
eyed master race which origin-
ated in N Europe, or perhaps in
some lost Atlantis.

From there they began to
spread out in the early Stone
Age, to leave traces in various
parts of the world. In this respect
Rosenberg is a supporter of the
largely discredited diffusionist
school.

At the other end of the racial
scale is the Jew, who is depicted
as a sinister and evil figure who
‘had no feeling for a homeland’
and thus wandered the earth
using usury and fraud to estab-
lish the economic power of his
race.

The Nazi party could not have
come to power unless it was able
to capture the support of millions
of Germans. Its main appeal was
to the middle class, crushed be-
tween the big monopolies and
the working-class movement and
looking for an’' ideology in which
it could assert itself when the old
world seemed to be crumbling.

Rosénberg came from this class
and he fashioned such a theory.

Its elements were diverse. It
was consciously anti-materialist.
It rejected class analysis in favour
of the race and the nation. It
despised the liberal creed which
the bourgeoisie had developed in
its period as a progressive class.
It abounds in terms like ‘race’,
‘blood’, ‘will’. It gave the appear-
ance of being very erudite.

M anghi

Rosenberg: ‘Prophet of
the Nazi movement’

‘ALFRED ROSENBERG : SELECTED WRITINGS’
Edited and introduced by Robert Pois. In the series
‘Roots of the Right’. General editor George Steiner.
Jonathan Cape. Paperback £1.50.

Nazis burning books was part of the oppression of any opposition to Rosenberg’s
ideology.

Equipped with Rosenberg’s
theories, the ruined shop-keeper,
the unsuccessful professional man
or the graduate who had never
had a job could feel himself to
belong to a race destined to rule
the world.

Truncheons

Whether or not the Nazis
actually read his turgid pages,
they imbibed the ideology in the
same way that they put on their
jack-boots and took wup their
guns and truncheons.

With Rosenberg’s blessing, the
Nazis could proceed to smash
the working-class movement, set
up concentration camps and per-
secute and finally exterminate
millions of Jews.

These high-sounding historical
and philosophical theories sancti-
fied oppression and mass-murder
and assured Hitler and his fol-
lowers that they were agents of

history establishing a Reich which
would last for 1,000 years.

They were the saviours that the
monopoly capitalists of Germany
turned to when the combined
effects of the Versailles system,
the economic collapse after 1931
and the threat of working-class
revolution threatened their power
and profits. German capitalism
needed to smash the working-
class movement. It needed new
markets abroad.

Cloak

It made a bid for world power
in a desperate attempt to throw
off the effects of the economic
dépression which struck it in
1931. It turned to Hitler as a
saviour from revolution and to
Rosenberg as the prophet of the
Nazi movement.

Rosenberg was the ‘thinker’
that it needed to provide the
naked pursuit of power and profit
with a decent philosophical cloak.

His theories were taught in
schools and universities, accepted
by the German educated philis-
tine and permeated all the pro-
paganda organs which geared the
masses to the Nazi system.

No accident

In reading this book, one must
remind oneself that Rosenberg
was not an accident or an histori-
cal aberration, but a definite pro-
duct of the crisis of bourgeois
society.

Works in essencé the séme,
though tailored to a different
idiom, find an audience today. .

And, if the working clqss is
beaten back and defeated, it

could again become oﬂicnal ideo-

logy tomorrow.

So, if you do come across this
book, read and be warned .

TOMORROW: ‘Gobineau:
Selected Political Writings’.

Destruction of an
anclent people

FOUR hundred years ago
there were nearly 3 mil-
lion Indians in Brazil’s

Amazon basin. Now
there are only about
50,000.

They are forced workers
on the big ranches and in
the wood industries or
hunters whose means of
sustenance have been
exhausted and whose ancient
traditions are destroyed.

The genocide carried out
against various Brazilian tribes,
not only in th¢ Amazon but also
in the states of Matto Grosso,
Gois and Bahia has been widely
publicized in recent years.

These massacres havé been
linked with the purchase of land
by American firms seeking to
exploit mineral resources—parti-
cularly radioactive minerals —
install strategic military bases and
set up centres of colonization.

Since 1966 native tribes have
been systematically exterminated

so that modern colonizers can
occupy their lands.

Half the Tapanhuha tribe of
the Amazon was wiped out by
arsenic put in their sugar, and in
the state of Bahia members of
the Pataxo tribe died through
bathing in rivers which had been
deliberately infected with bac-
teria.

Brazilian Indians date their
struggle from the ‘conquistadores’
invasion. The Portuguese colon-
ists considered them mere
animals, useful only for cutting
sugar cane and felling trees.

Typical of the conquistadores’
attitude was that of governor-
general Tome de Souza who pun-
ished two caciques (chiefs) near
Sao Paulo by tying them to the
mouth of a cannon and then
firing it.

The Indians began to resist the
Portuguese colonizers as soon as
they saw that their protestations
of ‘friendship’ were due solely
to their greed and exploitation.

Very few of the inhabitants of
Rio de Janiero who visit the

~ sophisticated resort of Cabodrio

know that the. Tamoios Indians
who lived there fought for 12
years against the Portuguese
settlers and twice attacked what
is now the city of Sao Paulo.

Finally, the colonizers, who
had superior military power and
much more craftiness, cheated
the Tamoios by telling them that
they would give up seizing their
lands—and once they had suc-
ceeded in wearing down their

resistance  they  exterminated
them, including women and
children.

The same policy of extermina-
tion continues to this day—and
with only 50,000 Indians left
they will be exterminated in one
or two generations if it con-
tinues.

This year the struggle between
Indians and settlers has stepped
up, climaxed by the illegal sale
of lands belonging to the native
communities.

The old cacique of the Xavan-\

tes Indians told the Cuban press
agency Prensa Latina his tribe
was practically extinct because
of demoralization caused by t

settlers, who introduced aguar-
diente (alcohol) and prostitution.

He also lameénted that many
of the natives do not have
enough food to sustain life, as
the luxuriant jungle where they
used to get their food has been
replaced by wastelands due to

Brazll

Amazon Indians from the Calapos
tribe.

the indiscriminate felling of trees.

Up to now the Indians have
received no effective protection
from the military government
which boasts of having a special
organization, the National
Indian Foundation (FUNAI)
which so far has merely been a
pretext for generals and bureau-
crats to line their pockets.
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THE Communist Party’s
policy in N Ireland re-
ceived an unexpected
endorsement in the pages
of ‘The Times’ the other
day.

It came from Maj-Gen
Lord Monckton of Brenchley,
who wrote to the editor to
complain  about  Senator
Edward Kennedy's call for
the withdrawal of Brltlsh
troops.

Monckton is a big noise.

A former head of the Rhine
Army, he is a director of the
Anglo-Portuguese Bdnk, Ran-
some, Hoffmann, Pollard (machme
tools), the United and General
;I"rgst and Modern Investments

td.

At his country home, Bertie
House, near Maidstone, he farms
400 acres and indulges his pas-
sions for hunting, cricket and
gardening.

He should know a thing or
two about Stalinism, because he
served as military adviser to the
1954 Geneva Conferences on
Korea and Vietnam.

He wrote that ‘It is fact—
acknowledged by eminent politi-
cians in the Republic of Ireland
itself—that British troops were
sent into N Ireland in 1969 to
protect the Catholic minority
from Protestant extremists.

‘The present role, which in-
cludes protection of Catholic and
Protestant communities alike, as
o W -
%*\% W g gy 5

‘The wlthdrawal of British troops
Is not a prlnclple for the CP
leadership.’

. )
well as police action against the
IRA Provisionals in their cam-
paign .of indiscriminate violence,
developed later and as a result
of this campaign.

‘Inevitably unproven, it never-
theless remains the view of
responsible men of all shades of
opinion in Britain and Ireland
(including the Communist Party)
that the withdrawal of troops
at the present time could only
lead directly to infinitely more
and worse horrors and violence.’

The letter must have put
King St in something of a
dilemma. o

It’s not often the Party’s efforts
achieve public recognition in
such high places. On the other
hand, it doesn’t do for people
posing as ‘communists’ to get
patted on the back in public
by military peers.

In the end the Party decided
to wheel out Jack Woddis, head
of its international department,
to ‘explain’ where the CP stands
on the question of British troops.

Not surprisingly Woddis did
not challenge Lord Moncktons
assertion that the troops were
sent in ‘to protect the Catholic
minority’.

Fhis was the Party’s own
position at the time, along with
the various gevisionist groups.

He didn’t deny Lord Monck-
ton’s characterization of the
Party’s policy. He simply quoted
the latest Congress resolution
which states that it is ‘decisive
to compel the [British] govern-
ment to end its repression,
introduce the necessary demo-
cratic reforms, and withdraw the
British troops’.

military
fiat on
. the back

By JOHN SPENCER

In, case any °‘Times’ reader
jumped to the over-hasty con-
clusion -.that the  Stalinists
favoured the immediate with-
drawal of British forces, Woddis
went on:

‘The question of the use of
British troops, in our opinion,
cannot be isolated from need
for a decisive change in British
government policy. The troops,
after all, are only one of the
instruments of government policy
—and their withdrawal, which
we urge, must be related to
changes of policy that make the
withdrawal possible.’

To put it more crudely, the
withdrawal of British troops is
not a principle as far as Woddis
and the rest of the CP leader-
shiq_is concerned.

It is subordinate to their main
strategy of applying pressure on
the Tory government to change
its policies.

The Stalinist conception of

the ‘peaceful road to socialism’ .

represents the army not as the
repressive instrument of the
capitalist class, but as a ‘super-
class’ force responsive to the
will of the people expressed
through parliament.

On this basis, Woddis says:
‘Our Party links the question
of withdrawal of troops with the
question of an immediate end to
internment and the use of British
troops for repressive purposes
[what other purposes can they

- be- used for?]; the introducﬁor;

by -Westminster of a Bill' o

" Rights for N Ireland; and the

Jack Woddis
creation of safeguards against
discrimination and repression

whether by forces of the state
or by illegal armed forces.’

Until the Tories can be in-
duced to grant these reforms—
and' there is not the slightest
indication that they intend to
do so—the troops are to continue
there in their familiar repres-
sive role.

Which is what Lord Monckton
said the CP stood for.

Lessons of October ..................... Leon Trotsky 60p
Behind the Moscow Trial ......... Max Shachtman 75p
Permanent Revolution and

Results and Prospects ............ Leon Trotsky 75p

All for £2 including postage

Complete form below and post to :
Speclal Xmas Offer, New Park Publications
186a Clapham High Street, London, SW4.
Tel.: 01-622 7029

Amount enclosed (£2) £ ......c...........

............................................
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Sinister new
weapons

from

armoury

lan Yeats
. exercised through the purse
THE TORIES are reach strings is necessary becausi 1t_lhe
; exploitation of some research has
mng down some e been or could be harmful to
sinister weapons from the  society. LA )
shelves of their anti- But is a government depart- ‘ Y

working-class armoury.

Bourgeois pundits have said
for a long time that the prob-
lem with the unemployed is
that they are, literally, shift-
less.

When Ship-

Upper Clyde

builders was first hauled up onto

the knackers yard slipway, Tory
Trade Secretary John Davies saw
no difficulty for the 5,000 men
threatened with the sack.

“They’ll have to move, he said.
‘There’s plenty of work on the
lower Clyde.’

This ‘let-everything-find-its-
own-feet’ thinking — beloved of
Enoch Powell — undoubtedly
underlies the super-charging of
the employment service an-
nounced by Employment Secre-
tary Robert Carr last Wednesday.

Once they got the old (cloth
cap) labour exchanges operating
like the Brook St Bureau or Man-
power, woe betide the man who
says he won’'t move.

Shake-up

This is the reason for the
promise by Minister of State for
Employment Paul Bryan to give
the shake-up top priority.

This is what he' means by
describing the rejuvenated ser-
vice as ‘an effective instrument
of manpower policies in modern
employment conditions’.

As yet another Tory trap
springs into place around the
throat of the werking class, the
TUC, whose members have been
invited to take part in a new
national manpower council to

" advise the service, will doubtless

go out of their way to welcome
it as a great step forward.

This isn’'t the only sinister
development. Theré has also been
the Rothschild Report on
scientific research.

Lord Rothschild is Edward
Heath’s special adviser on the
streamlining of government
departments. His report issued
last week came down heavily in
favour of cost control of all basic
scientific research carried out on
the basis of government grants,

Rothschild claimed that gov-
ernment control of research

Tory

ment the best body to decide
what aspects of research are
harmful? Of course not. . e e

The Tories are moving towards

a policy of using
research as an instrument of
government.

Finally, and predictably enough
after the ‘OZ’ trial, a group of
Tory lawyers are demanding new
laws to ‘curb pollution of the
mind’.

It is at this point that the
moves against so-called obscenity
and pornography turn blatantly
into a general legal assault on
freedom of expression.

The Conservative Lawyers’
Society say the laws they want
‘would control displays of books,
posters and publicity pictures,
television and theatrical perform-
ances and film shows’.

New and wider categories of
public indeceny and obscenity
would be created to cover any-
thing ‘grossly offensive to the
public at large’ or ‘which grossly .
affronts contemporary community
standards of decency’.

Wide enough to include vir-
tually anything critical of what
the ruling class regards as decent.

scientific I A

Above : The compound where African contract labourers live. Below :
At wark while the white foreman looks on.

BBC 1

1.00 No peace on earth. 1.30 Along the river. 1.45-1.53 News and

weather. 4.15 Play school. 4.40

Jackanory. 4.55 Blue Peter. 5.20

Asterix the Gaul. 5.44 Magic rouhdabout. 5.50 News and weather.

6.00 LONDON THIS WEEK.

o
3

6.20 ENTERTAINING WITH KERR. ‘Poulet Cote d'Azur’.

6.45 ASK THE FAMILY.
7.05 Z CARS. ‘Collation’.

|

7.30 BEST OF BAXTER. Stanley Baxter with guest Selena Jones.

8.00 PANORAMA.

9.00 NINE O’CLOCK NEWS anld weather.
9.20 THE TROUBLESHOOTERS. ‘We and Them'.
10.10 THE SPINNERS AT THE PHIL.

10.40 24 HOURS.
11,15 SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS.
11.45 Weather.

BBC 2

11.00-11.25 Play school.
7.20 NEWSROOM and weather.

8.00 ALIAS SMITH AND JONES. ‘The Reformation of Harry

Briscoe’.
8.50 CALL MY BLUFF.

"

9.20 HORIZON. ‘The Periscope War’.
10.10 THIRTY MINUTE THEATRE: ‘FOOTPRINTS’. Daphne Slater,

Terence Longdon.
10.40 NEWS ON 2 and weather.
10.45 LATE NIGHT LINE-UP.

REGIONAL BBC

All regions as BBC-1 except:

BBC Wales: 1.30-1.45 Ar lin mam,
6.00-6.20 Wales today, weather.
6.45-7.05 Heddiw. 7.30-8.00 Mar-
garet. 11.47 Weather.

Scotland: * 1.00-1.30 One man’s
view. 6.00-6.20 Reporting Scot-

land. 11.47 News, weather.

N Ireland: 6.00-6.20 Scene around
six, 'weather. 11.47 News.

England: 6.00-6.20 Look North,
Midlands = today, Look East,
Points West, South toda%r, Spot-
light SW, weather. 11.47 News,
weather.

1TV

1.35 Persuaders. 2.10 Katie Stewart. 2.30 This week. 3.00 Country
visit. 3.10 All about riding. 3.40 Rupert Bear. 3.55 Matinee. 4.25
Tea break. 4.55 Lost in space. 5.50 News.

6.00 TODAY. Bill Grundy.

6.20 CROSSROADS.

6.40 OPPORTUNITY KNOCKSI Hughie Green.

7.30 CORONATION STREET.

8.00 THE ANIMAL WAR. Thousands of animals are being
slaughtered in E Africa.

9.00 CARRY ON CHRISTMAS. Sidney James, Terry Scott,
Charles Hawtrey, Hattie Jacques, Barbara Windsor, Bernard
Bresslaw, Peter Butterworth, Frankie Howerd.

10.00 NEWS. .

10.35 INTERNATIONAL BOXING. Middieweight Championship of
Europe. Jean Claude Bouttier v Bunny Sterling.

11.35 FILM: ‘CAT GIRL. Barbara Shelley, Robert Ayres. The
curse of the leopard afflicts a family.

ITV, 9.00 p.m. Bernard Bresslaw in ‘CARRY ON CHRISTMAS’.

REGIONAL ITV

CHANNEL: 2.55 Warm coat. 3.05 SOUTHERN: 1.30 Sara and Hop-
Farmhouse kitchen. 3.30-3.55 pity. 1.45 Peace game. 2.15 His-
Women are people. 4.05 Anita in tory of motor racing. 2.45 Mad
jumbleland. 4.20 Puffin, 4.25 Yoga. movies. 3.10 Yoga. 3.35 Horo-
4.50 Bush boy., 5.15 Freewheelers. scope. 3.40 Women., 4.10 House-
5.50 London. 6.00 News, weather. party. 4.23 Heckle and Jeckle.
6.10 Knockout quiz. 6.45 Lon- 430 Lucy. 4.55 Bottom of the
don. 10.30 Weather. 10.32 Darts sea. 5.50 London, 6.00 Day by day.
final. 11.00 Jimmy Shand. 11.15 6.45 London. 11.30 News. 11.40
Boxing. 12.10 News, weather. Untouchables, 12.35 Weather. It’s

) all vours.
WESTWARD. As Channel except:
3,55 Gus Honeybun, 4.20 News. HARLECH: 2.45 Sesame street. 3.45
6.00 Diary. 6.20 Sports desk. 12.10 Women. 4.15 Tinkertainment. 4.30
News. 12.15 Sing Noel. 12.19 Superman. 4.50 Robin Hood. 5.20
‘Weather. Freewheelers. 5.50 London. 6.01

Report West. 6.22 Report Wales.
6.45 London. 11.30 Film: *“The
Child and the Killer’ Patricia Dris-
coll, Robert Arden. 12.45 Weather.
HTY West as above except: 6.22-
6.45 This is the West this week.
HIV Wales as above except: 6.01-
6.22 Y dydd.

HTY Cymru/Wales as HTY Wales
plus: 8.00 Yr Wythnos. 8.30 Come-
dians. 10.30 Sian, cerdd a chan.
11.15 Boxing. 12.15 Weather.

ANGLIA: 2.00 Mr Piper. 2.25
Seaway. 3.15 Saint. 4,10 Cartoons.
4.25 News, 4.30 Romper room, 4.55
Flipper. 5.15 Freewheelers. 5.55
London. 6.00 About Anglia, 6.40
London, 10,30 Probe, 11.05 Car-
toon. 11.15 Boxing.

- ATV MIDLANDS: 1.50 Secret ser-
vice. 2.15 What we need is more
red tape. 3.10 Yoga. 3.35 Horo-
scope, 3.45 Women. 4.1¢ Nanny
and the professor, 4.40 Origami.
4.55 Forest rangers, 5.20 Free-
wheelers. 5.50 London. 6.00 To-
day. 6.40 London. 11.30 British
Museum. Weather.

ULSTER: 4.00 Yoga. 4.30 Romper
rocom. 4,50 News. 4,55 Forest
rafigers. 5.20 Freewheelers. 5.50
London, 6.00 UTV reports. 6.15
Nanny and the professor. 6.45
Londen. 11.30 Epilogue.

YORKSHIRE: 3.00 Pied pipers.
3.15 Matinee. 3.45 - Yoga. 4.05
News. 4.10 Arthur. 4.40 Anita in
jumbleland. 4.55 Skippy. 5.20 Free-
wheelers. 5.50 Lendon, 6.00 Cal-
endar, weather. 6.15 Rainbow coun-
try. 6.45 London. 11.30 All our yes-
terdays. 12.00 Weather.

GRANADA: 3.40 Cooking Price-
wise. 4.05 News. Towards the
vear 2000, 4.40 Anita in jumble-
land. 4.50 Super car. 5.15 Free-
wheelers, 5.50 London, 6.00 News-
day. 6.25 Bugs Bunny. 6.40 Lon-
don, 11.30 University challenge.

TYNE TEES: 3.05 Pied piper. 3.10
Play with a purpose. 3.35 Yoga.
4.05 News. 4.10 Farmhouse kitchen.
4.35 Anita in jumbleland, 4.50
Rainbow _ country. 5.20  Free-
wheelers. 5.50 News. 6.00 Today.
6.30 Love American style. 6.45 Lon-
don, 10.30 Wrestling. 11.30
~McQueen, ,12.00 News. 12.15 Epi-
louge.

SCOTTISH: 2.35 No easy answer.
3.30 Origami. 3.45 Castle haven.
4.10 Dateline, 4.55 Batman. 5.20
Freewheelers. 5.50 London. 6.00
Dateline, 6,20 Flintstones. 6.40
Londen, 11.30 University challenge.
12,00 Late call.

S. African contract labourers |
| in their barbed wire compound ;
in Ovamboland where at pre-
sent a strike against working
conditions is taking place. The

strike has
reach far beyond the immedi

implications that !

ate complaint against working
conditions.

South Africa

Workers strike
to break the

chains

by Gary Gurmeet

SOUTH AFRICA’S
racialist and repressive

government faces its
biggest challenge for
decades in the 9,000~

strong Ovambo strike in
SW Africa.

, For the first time since
brutal = police activity five
years ago, African workers

—driven to work for inter- -

national companies virtually
in chains — have defied the
police state and struck in
Windhoek and Walvis Bay.

The strikers, mainly from
Ovamboland in the N, are
demanding an end to the
vicious contract-labour scheme
operated by S Africa, or a
return to their homeland.

The strike could paralyse the
country. It has far wider impli-
cations than the immediate com-
plaint against working conditions.

For based on the labour-
contract scheme—an open form
of slavery—is the prosperity of
large mining and industrial con-
cerns in the country.

The scheme has been at the
centre of many previous pro-
tests, This time, however, a
General Strike, illegal in terms
of 5§ African law, takes place in
a political climate of increasing
reaction.

Without cheap labour {from
Ovamboland, industrialists could
do little with the enormously
rich potential mining wealth in
SW Africa.

So far the apartheid regime .

has used the labour scheme as
a form of indirect rule in the
bush.

Recruitment of labour from
these areas is a national institu-
tion. Individual companies work
through a semi-government
agency called the New SW
African Labour Association.

The agency is paid by
employers to go into various
tribal areas of Ovamboland and
—with the help of tribal chiefs
—pick out able-bodied men for
work in the southern mines and
factories.

Selection is left entirely at
the discretion of the tribal
chiefs.

Once selected the men are
then graded into three categories:
firstly, the physically fit ones to
do heavy industrial work; sec-
ondly, the light industry work-
ers, and finally those capable of
doing only domestic work.

Every worker recruited
through the scheme has to carry
an identification disc around the
neck specifying the grade and
name of the person.

The contract then lasts for
about nine months, after which
the worker must return to his
homeland. -

During his employment, how-
ever, he has to work on the
employet’s conditions. He can-
not- organize or ask for better
conditions.

The Ovambos are not
allowed to bring their families
with them either. They must
come to the industrial centres
alone and stay in special settle-
ments.

There is little an Ovambo can
do to change the circumstances
in which he lives. Intense police
activity concerning identification
passes keeps him confined to a
few square miles of the settle-
ment he is allocated to.

Average wage for a worker
enslaved in the system is £5 a
month. The minimum wage for
contract labour in industry is
just over 10p per shift (working
day).

It is this organized method
of super-exploitation the Ovam-
bos are fighting against.

Earlier this ' year the Inter-
national Court of Justice, meet-
ing in the Hague, declared S
Africa’s presence in the terri-
tory illegal.

But Balthazar Vorster’s apart-
heid regime has too much at
stake in SW Africa to be able
to listen to humanitarian ges-
tures from a bourgeois court.

In the current confrentation,
his government could bring in
troops to start work in industry
and break the strike.

.S Africa has already moved
in outside labour, which many
observers believe to be army men
in civilian clothes. :

The other alternative, of
course, would be another Sharpe-
ville and a massacre of Ovambo
strikers. Vorster has hesitated
so far in displaying any open
military involvement.

He knows that for decades the
Ovambos have been the centre
of underground guerrilla activity.
Windhoek was, for many years,
the stronghold of the SW African
Pecple’s Organization. Many of
its members are still in the
capital operating under great
pressure placed by illegality and
police terror.

The government has already
deported about 20 of the strike
leaders, along with 1,000 others,
back to their homeland. But this
has only hardened the strike.

In Katatura, the newly-built
townships for African workers,
the situation ‘is tense.

The Ovambos living there are
also on hunger strike.- They
refuse to eat the food prepared
by municipal officials. Police
armed with pistols, truncheons
and riot eguipment have sur-
rounded the area and sealed it
off completely.

Katatura came into being when
the authorities decided to demol-
ish an older location near Wind-
hoek which happened to be too
near to the ‘white area’.

The township is divided into
sections, each inhabited by one
ethnic group, and includes the
compound where the contract
labourers from the N live,

Earlier this year the police
organized a swoop on the
‘Ovambo  compound’ arresting

800. Ninety-two of them were
either detained or sent back to
Ovamboland while the rest
were forced to continue work.

A similar swoop at this stage
would be nothing new to the
Ovambos.

In the words of a SWAP
publication, the system has pro-
duced many of the traits which
were found among inhabitants of
Hitler’'s concentration camps:
violence, desperation and moral
abandon.

‘One of the basic facts is that
people are treated as objects and
not human beings and this
inhuman treatment leads to
.degeneration and suffering
unheard of elsewhere.’

e —

Free and
obscene

SINGING obscene songs can be
a dangerous business—if it is in
the Soviet Union and if it is over
the air. A radio ham in
Kazakhstan has just been sen-
tenced to two vears detention for
such a lapse. As someone said,
the freest places in the Soviet
Uniont are the labour camps—he
will be able to sing whatever he
likes there. They are also the

i most obscene of places.
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Importing
priests

TR S

FIDEL CASTRO'S conciliation
remarks about the Catholic
church during his Chilean tour
were not made by chance. A
general reconciliation is taking

place between his Cuban
regime and the church.
Priests are being ordained

again for the first time since
Castro took over. To remedy the
shortage, another 150 foreign
priests have been allowed into
the country.

The church was closely linked
to the wealthy Cuban ruling class
and the Batista regime. Most
priests fled or were expelled after
the revolution.

The church itself paved the
way for a reconciliation by giving
the regime its tacit support,
accepting that it is likely to last
for some time.

In other Latin American
countries, where reactionary
regimes are earning popular con-
tempt, or are likely to be over-
turned, the church is adopting a
more discreet attitude than it
had in Batista’s Cuba. .

Earlier this year a number of
priests caused something of an
uproar in conservative circles by
giving up a whole dav to cutting
sugar cane.

Practising Catholics are said to
be a small part of the population,
but they include a number of
Castro’s comrades-in-arms from
the Sierra Maestra days.

However, Castro can do with
the support of the church both
in Cuba and in other Latin
American countries.

The reconciliation helps to
define the nature of the Cuban
revolution and shows that it is
not an export product.

Dirty work

SOME - DIRTY work has been
going on in the lorry factory in
the Polish town of Lublin. Seven
people have been  arrested
charged with embezzlement.

It appears that private enter-
prise still flourishes in Gierek’s

Poland for the accused include .

‘private producers of spares’ and
their crime was overcharging the
state plant,

Fourth International
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Sinister new
weapons

from

armoury

lan Yeats

THE TORIES are reach-
ing down some very
sinister weapons from the
shelves of their anti-
working-class armoury.

Bourgeois pundits have said
for a long time that the prob-
lem with the unemployed is
that they are, literally, shift-
less.

When Ship-

Upper Clyde

builders was first hauled up onto

the knackers yard slipway, Tory
Trade Secretary John Davies saw
no difficulty for the 5,000 men
threatened with the sack.

‘The)}'ll have to move,’” he said.
‘There’s plenty of work on the
lower Clyde.’

This ‘let-everything-find-its-
own-feet’ thinking — beloved of
Enoch Powell — undoubtedly
underlies the super-charging of
the employment service an-
nounced by Employment  Secre-
tary Robert Carr last Wednesday.

Once they got the old (cloth
cap) labour exchanges operating
like the Brook St Bureau or Man-
power, woe betide the man who
says he won’t move.

Shake-up

This is the reason for the
promise by Minister of State for
Employment Paul Bryan to give
the shake-up top priority.

This is what he ‘means by
describing the rejuvenated ser-
vice as ‘an effective instrument
of manpower policies in modern
employment conditions’.

As yet another Tory trap
springs into place around the
throat of the working class, the
TUC, whose members have:been
invited to take part in a new
national manpower council to

" advise the service, will doubtless

go out of their way to welcome
it as a great step forward.

This isn’t the only sinister
development. There has also been
the Rothschild Report on
scientific research.

Lord Rothschild is Edward
Heath’s special adviser on the
streamlining of government
departments. His report issued
last week came down heavily in
favour of cost control of all basic
scientific research carried out on
the basis of government grants.

Rothschild claimed that gov-
ernment control of research

Tory

exercised through the purse
strings is necessary because the
exploitation of some research has
been or could be harmful to
society.

But is a government depart-

ment the best body to decide
what aspects of research are
harmful? Of course not.

The Tories are moving towards

a policy of wusing scientific
research as an instrument of
government.

Finally, and predictably enough
after the ‘OZ’ trial, a group of
Tory lawyers are demanding new
laws to ‘curb pollution of the
mind’.

It is at this point that the
moves against so-called obscenity
and pornography turn blatantly
into a general legal assault on
freedom of expression.

The Conservative Lawyers’
Society say the laws they want
‘would control displays of books,
posters and publicity pictures,
television and theatrical perform-
ances and film shows’.

New and wider categories of
public indeceny and obscenity
would be created to cover any-
thing ‘grossly offensive to the
public at large’ or ‘which grossly
affronts contemporary community
standards of decency’.

Wide enough to include vir-
tually anything critical of what
the ruling class regards as decent.

Above : The compound where African contract labourers live. Below :
At wark while the white foreman looks on.

BBC 1

1.00 No peace on earth. 1.30 Along the river. 1.45-1.53 News and
weather. 4.15 Play school. 4.40 Jackanory. 4.55 Blue Peter. 5.20
Asterix the Gaul. 5.44 Magic roundabout. 5.50 News and weather.

6.00
6.20
6.45
7.05
7.30
8.00
9.00
9.20
10.10
10.40
11,15
11.45

LONDON THIS WEEK.

ASK THE FAMILY.
Z CARS. ‘Collation’.

PANORAMA.

24 HOURS.

Weather.

BBC 2

11.00-11.25 Play school.

7.20

8.00

Briscoe’.
8.50 CALL MY BLUFF.
9.20

10.10
Terence Longdon.

NEWS ON 2 and weather.
LATE NIGHT LINE-UP.

10.40
10.45

SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS.

NEWSROOM and weather.
ALIAS SMITH AND JONES. ‘The Reformation of Harry

q
i

ENTERTAINING WITH KERR. ‘Poulet Cote d’Azur’.

\

BEST OF BAXTER. Stanley Baxter with guest Selena Jones.

NINE O’CLOCK NEWS and weather.
THE TROUBLESHOOTERS. ‘We and Them’.
THE SPINNERS AT THE PHIL.

>

HORIZON. ‘The Perlscope War'.
THIRTY MINUTE THEATRE: ‘FOOTPRINTS’. Daphne Slater,

REGIONAL BBC

All regions as BBC-1 except:

BBC Wales: 1.30-1.45 Ar lin mam,
6.00-6.20 Wales today, weather.
6.45-7.05 Heddiw. 7.30-8.00 Mar-
garet, 11.47 Weather.

Scotland: * 1.00-1,30 One man’s
view. 6.00-6.20 Reporting Scot-

land. 11.47 News, weather._

N Ireland; 6.00-6.20 Scene around
six, 'weather. 11,47 News.

England: 6.00-6.20 Look North,
Midlands today, Look East,
Points West, South today, Spot-
light SW, weather. 11.47 News,
weather,

1TV

1.35 Persuaders. 2.10 Katie Stewart. 2.30 This week. 3.00 Country
visit. 3.10 All about riding. 3.40 Rupert Bear. 3.55 Matinee. 4.25
Tea break. 4.55 Lost in space. 5.50 News.

6.00 TODAY. Bili Grundy.

6.20 CROSSROADS.

6.40 OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! Hughie Green.

7.30 CORONATION STREET.

8.00 THE ANIMAL WAR. Thousands of animals are being
slaughtered in E Africa.

CARRY ON CHRISTMAS. Sidney James, Terry Scott,
Charles Hawtrey, Hattie Jacques, Barbara Windsor, Bernard
Bresslaw, Peter Butterworth, Frankie Howerd.

9.00

10.00 NEWS.

10.35 INTERNATIONAL BOXING. Middleweight Championship of
Europe. Jean Claude Bouttier v Bunny Sterling.

11.35 FILM: ‘CAT GIRL'. Barbara Shelley, Robert Ayres. The

curse of the leopard afflicts a family.

|

¥

ITV, 9.00 p.m. Bernard Bresslaw in ‘CARRY ON CHRISTMAS’.

REGIONAL ITV

CHANNEL: 2.55 Warm coat. 3.05
Farmhouse kitchen, 3.30-3.55
Women are feople. 4.05 Anita in
jumbleland. 4.20 Puffin. 4.25 Yoga.
- 4.50 Bush boy. 5.15 Freewheelers.
5.50 London. 6.00 News, weather.

SOUTHERN: 1.30 Sara and Hop-
pity. 1.45 Peace game. 2.15 His-
tory of motor racing. 2.45 Mad
movies. 3.10 Yoga. 3.35 Horo-
scope. 3.40 Women. 4,10 House-
arty. 4.23 Heckle and Jeckle.

6.10 Knockout quiz. 6.45 Lon- .30 Lucy. 4.55 Bottom of the
don. 10.30 Weather. 10.32 Darts sea. 5.50 London, 6.00 Day by da}l.
final. 11.00 Jimmy Shand. 11.15 6.45 London. 11.30 News. 11.40
Boxing. 12.10 News, weather. Ul{ltouchables. 12.35 Weather. It's
all yours.

WESTWARD. As Channel except:

3.55 Gus Honeybun, 4.20 News. HARLECH: 2.45 Sesame street. 3.45
6.00 Diary. 6.20 Sports desk. 12.10 Women. 4.15 Tinkertainment, 4.30
News. 12.15 Sing Noel. 12.19 Superman, 4.50 Robin Hood. 5.20
Weather. Freewheelers. 5.50 London. 6.01

- ATV MIDLANDS:

Report West. 6.22 Report Wales.
6.45 London. 11.30 Film: “The
Child and the Killer’ Patricia Dris-
coll, Robert Arden. 12.45 Weather.

V_West as above except: 6.22-
6.45 This is the West this week.
HTV Wales as above except: 6.01-
6.22 Y dydd.

HTV Cymru/Wales as HTV Wales
plus: 8.00 Yr Wythnos. 8.30 Come-
dians. 10.30 Sian, cerdd a chan.
11.15 Boxing. 12.15 Weather.

ANGLIA; 2.00 Mr Piper. 2.25
Seaway. 3.15 Saint. 4.10 Cartoons.
4.25 News. 4.30 Romper room. 4.55

Flipper. 5.15 Freewheelers. 5.55
London. 6.00 About Anglia. 6.40
London. 10.30 Probe. 11.05 Car-

toon. 11.15 Boxing.

1.50 Secret ser-
vice. 2.15 What we need is more
red tape. 3.]0 Yoga. 3.35 Horo-
scope. 3.45 Women. 4.10 Nanny
and the professor. 4.40 Origami.
4.55 Forest rangers. 5.20 Free-
wheelers. 5.50 London. 6.00 To-
day. 6.40 London. 11.30 British
Museum. Weather.

ULSTER: 4.00 Yoga. 4.30 Romper
room. 4.50 News. 4.55 Forest
rafigers. 5.20 Freewheelers. 5.50
London. 6.00 UTV reports. 6.15
Nanny and the professor. 6.45
London. 11.30 Epilogue.

YORKSHIRE: 3.00 Pied pipers.
3.15 Matinee. 3.45 Yoga. 4.05
News. 4.10 Arthur. 4.40 Anita in
jumbleland. 4.55 Skippy. 5.20 Free-
wheelers. 5.50 London. 6.00 Cal-
endar, weather. 6.15 Rainbow coun-
try. 6.45 London. 11.30 All our yes-
terdays. 12.00 Weather. :

GRANADA: 3.40 Cooking Price-
wise. 4.05 News. Towards the
year 2000. 4.40 Anita in jumble-
land. 4.50 Super car. 5.15 Free-
wheelers. 5.50 London. 6.00 News-
day. 6.25 Bugs Bunny. 6.40 Lon-
don. 11.30 University challenge.

TYNE TEES: 3.05 Pied piper. 3.10
Play with a purpose. 3.35 Yoga.
4.05 News. 4.10 Farmhouse kitchen.
4.35 Anita in jumbleland. 4.50
Rainbow  country. 5.20  Free-
wheelers. 5.50 News. 6.00 Today.
6.30 Love American style. 6.45 Lon-

don, 10.30 Wrestling. 11.30
McQueen, .12.00 News. 12.15 Epi-
louge.

SCOTTISH: 2.35 No easy answer.
3.30 Origami. 3.45 Castle haven.
4.10 Dateline. 4.55 Batman. 5.20
Freewheelers. 5.50 London. 6.00
Dateline. 6.20 Flintstones. 6.40

London. 11.30 University challenge.
12.00 Late call.
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S. African contract labourers
in their barbed wire compound
in Ovamboland where at pre-
sent a strike against working |
. conditions is taking place. The

strike has q
reach far beyond the immedi- 8

implications that

§ ate complaint against working
| conditions. !

South Africa

Workers strike

to break the

by Gary Gurmeet

SOUTH AFRICA'S
racialist and repressive

government faces its
biggest challenge for
decades in the 9,000~

strong Ovambo strike in
SW Africa.

, For the first time since
brutal police activity five
years ago, African workers
—driven to work for inter-
national companies virtually
in chains — have defied the
police state and struck in
Windhoek and Walvis Bay.

mainly from

the N, are

The strikers,
Ovamboland in
demanding an end to the
vicious contract-labour scheme
operated by S Africa, or a
return to their homeland.

The strike could paralyse the
country. It has far wider impli-
cations than the immediate com-
plaint against working conditions.

For based on the labour-
contract scheme—an open form
of slavery—is the prosperity of
large mining and industrial con-
cerns in the country.

The scheme has been at the
centre of many previous pro-
tests. This time, however, a
General Strike, illegal in terms
of S African law, takes place in
a political climate of increasing
reaction.

Without cheap labour from
Ovamboland, industrialists could
do little with the enormously
rich potential mining wealth in
SW Africa.

So far the apartheid regime
has used the labour scheme as
a form of indirect rule in the
bush.

Recruitment of labour from
these areas is a national institu-
tion. Individual companies work
through a semi-government
agency called the New SW
African Labour Association.

The agency is paid by
employers to go into various
tribal areas of Ovamboland and
—with the help of tribal chiefs
—pick out able-bodied men for
work in the southern mines and
factories.

Selection is left entirely at
the discretion of the tribal
chiefs.

Once selected the men are

then graded into three categories:
firstly, the physically fit ones to
do heavy industrial work; sec-
ondly, the light industry work-
ers, and finally those capable of
doing only domestic work.

Every worker recruited
through the scheme has to carry
an identification disc around the
neck specifying the grade and
name of the person.

The contract then lasts for
about nine months, after which
the worker must return to his
homeland. .

During his employment, how-
ever, he has to work on the
employer’s conditions. He can-
not organize or ask for better
conditions.

The Ovambos are not
allowed to bring their families
with them either. They must
come to the industrial centres
alone and stay in special settle-
ments.

There is little an Ovambo can
do to change the circumstances
in which he lives. Intense police
activity concerning identification
passes keeps him confined to a
few square miles of the settle-
ment he is allocated to.

Average wage for a worker
enslaved in the system is £5 a
month. The minimum wage for
contract labour in industry is
just over 10p per shift (working
day).

It is this organized method
of super-exploitation the Ovam-
bos are fighting against.

Earlier this year the Inter-
national Court of Justice, meet-
ing in the Hague, declared S
Africa’s presence in the terri-
tory illegal.

But Balthazar Vorster’s apart-
heid regime has too much at
stake in SW Africa to be able
to listen to humanitarian ges-
tures from a bourgeois court.

In the current confrontation,
his government could bring in
troops to start work in industry
and break the strike.

S Africa has already moved
in outside labour, which many
observers believe to be army men
in civilian clothes. ‘

The other alternative, of
course, would be another Sharpe-
ville and a massacre of Ovambo
strikers. Vorster has hesitated
so far in displaying any. open
military involvement.

He knows that for decades the
Ovambos have been the centre
of underground guerrilla activity.
Windhoek was, for many years,
the stronghold of the SW African
People’s Organization. Many of
its members are still in the
capital operating under great
pressure placed by illegality and
police terror.

The government has already
deported about 20 of the strike
leaders, along with 1,000 others,
back to their homeland. But this
has only hardened the strike.

In Katatura, the newly-built
townships for African workers,
the situation ‘is tense.

The Ovambos living there are
also on hunger strike. They
refuse to eat the food prepared
by municipal officials. Police
armed with pistols, truncheons
and riot equipment have sur-
rounded the area and sealed it
off completely.

Katatura came into being when
the authorities decided to demol-
ish an older location near Wind-
hoek which happened to be too
near to the ‘white area’.

The township is divided into
sections, each inhabited by one
ethnic group, and includes the
compound where the contract
labourers from the N live.

Earlier this year the police
organized a swoop on the
‘Ovambo compound’ arresting

800. Ninety-two of them were
either detained or sent back to
Ovamboland while the rest
were forced. to continue work.

A similar swoop at this stage

. would be nothing new to the

Ovambos.

In the words of a SWAP
publication, the system has pro-
duced many of the traits which
were found among inhabitants of
Hitler’'s concentration camps:
violence, desperation and moral
abandon.

‘One of the basic facts is that
people are treated as objects and
not human beings and this
inhuman treatment leads to
degeneration and suffering
unheard of elsewhere.’
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Free and
obscene

SINGING obscene songs can be
a dangerous business-—if it is in

* the Soviet Union and if it is over

the air. A radio ham in
Kazakhstan has just been sen-
tenced to two years detention for
such a lapse. As someone said,
the freest places in the Soviet
Uniont are the labour camps—he
will be able to sing whatever he
likes there. They are also the
most obscene of places.

f

Importing
priests

FIDEL CASTRO'’S conciliation
remarks about the Catholic
church during his Chilean tour
were not made by chance. A
general reconciliation is taking

place between his Cuban
regime and the church.
Priests are being ordained

again for the first time since
Castro took over. To remedy the
shortage, another 150 foreign
priests have been allowed into
the country.

The church was closely linked
to the wealthy Cuban ruling class
and the Batista regime. Most
priests fled or were expelled after
the revolution.

The church itself paved the
way for a reconciliation by giving
the regime its tacit support,
accepting that it is likely to last
for some time.

In other Latin American
countries, where reactionary
regimes are earning popular con-
tempt, or are likely to be over-
turned, the church is adopting a
more discreet attitude than it
had in Batista’s Cuba. -

Earlier this year a number of
priests caused something of an
uproar in conservative circles by
giving up a whole day to cutting
sugar cane.

Practising Catholics are said to
be a small part of the population,
but they include a number of
Castro’s comrades-in-arms from
the Sierra Maestra days.

However, Castro can do with
the support of the church both

in Cuba and in other Latin
American countries.
The reconciliation helps to

define the nature of the Cuban
revolution and shows that it is
not an export product.

Dirty work

SOME DIRTY work has been
going on in the lorry factory in
the Polish town of Lublin. Seven
people have been arrested
charged with embezzlement.

It appears that private enter-
prise still flourishes in Gierek’s

A

Poland for the accused include .

‘private producers of spares’ and
their crime was overcharging the
state plant.
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Tories make Rolls’

RDE STRIKE

BY DAVID MAUDE

BRISTOL union officials meeting today to
discuss the pay strike at Rolls-Royce’s Patch-
way aero-engine factory are expected to call
for talks with the company’s full board.

Shop stewards representing the 6,800 workers
from the factory will also be meeting at the Patchway
labour club which has become the organizing head-
quarters for their struggle for a cost-of-living increase

—now in its seventh week.

If they accept the talks
move, they will do so
without enthusiasm. For
a sizeable majority of
both stewards and rank-
and-file workers now
appear convinced that
the Tory-appointed board
of Rolls-Royce (1971) Ltd

has dug in for a long
fight.
‘What's there to talk

about?’ Jim Witt, a young
engineers’ - union member,
asked after an overwhelming
vote to stay out at last
Friday’s mass meeting.
‘All we've had so far is
deadlock, deadlock, dead-
lock—no, maybe, no, no.
‘You can't expect anything

FINANCIAL support for the
Bristol strikers, who are
now officially backed by
their unions, has started to
come in in earnest.

Rolls workers have sent
£500 from Parkside in
Coventry, and £137 from
Leavesden. Bristol Post
Office workers collected
£100.

Donations can be sent to:

Bob Underwood
11 Greendown
Troopers Hill

St George
Bristol 5.

else. The people who
appointed our directors are
the pecple who pushed
through the Industrial
Relations Act.

For strikers like Jim, the
reports of union officials
Ernie Brown and Vic Ryan
to Friday’'s meeting proved
the Tories’ involvement in
the dispute.

Brown described how in
talks lasting until 2 a.m.
eight days ago, local man-
agement had dropped the
chief obstacle to an agree-
ment: a clause that 50p of
its £1.50 offer must be
offset against whatever rise
is agreed next year in
engineering nationally.

He went on to report that
the following day the Rolls
directors had instructed its
local men to reinstate the
clause.

AN APPEAL TO ALL OUR
READERS :

Ask your Public Library to take
a copy of Workers Press

We would like to ask all our
readers to help us expand the
circulation of Workers Press.
One thing you all can do is—
ask your Public Library to take
a copy each day. All requests
to:

Circulation Department
Workers Press

186a Clapham High Street

London, SW4,
Telephone : 01-622 7029

ISRAELI chief of staff Lt-Gen
Haim Bar-Lev warned that if
Egypt rénewed fire it might
lead to total war on both the
Egyptian and Syrian fronts.

Gen Bar-Lev told a public
meeting in Tel Aviv that if

firing was renewed, Israel had °

two military objectives — to
prevent the enemy from gain-
ing any territorial advantage
gnd to reach a speedy cease-
re.

He saw three possibilities

at present. The first was purely

theoretical and involved the
possibility of a peace agree-
The chances for this
were close to nil, he added.

The second involved a con-
tinuation of the ceasefire and
the third a resumption of
fighting by Egypt — although

it had no chance of winning.

His .speech follows recent

dent Anwar Sadat.

militant war-talk from Presi-

F T s T

Ray Gardner, chairman of
the factory’s joint shop
stewards’ committee, is sure
the Tories have had and
are still having considerable
influence over the company’s
conduct of the dispute.

‘When we started, our
focal management claimed
they were able to negotiate,’
he told me shortly before
Friday’s mass meeting. ‘Now
we know they've no power
to negotiate independently
at all’

He and other stewards
give a blow-by-blow account
of the strike which solidly
backs up this view.

Faced with -'the rapid
erosion of an interim,
phased pay increase of £3
agreed last year, they sub-
mitted a claim for £5 based
on the rocketing cost of
living.

On August 3, the com-
pany rejected the claim out
of hand at a local con-
ference.

So the six unions each
went away to chew over
their next move. They all
decided to press on to a
national conference at
York, which was the final
stage of the engineering
industry's  procedure for
avoiding disputes,

But as time siipped by
the workers became in-
creasingly impatient.

With the disputes pro-
cedure due for termination
in any case in mid-
December, they decided to
try and force Rolls’ hand.

Token strikes

At a mass meeting on
September 4, it was decided
to ban all overtime in the
factorv and stage a series
of token stoppages on
Friday afternoons. Those
working the Friday night
mini-shift would also stay
away.

The plan—slightly modi-
fied by shop stewards to
prevent a total shutdown—
went into action on Sep-
tember 6 and lasted until
halfway thrqugh October.

On October 17, after six
half-day strikes, the com-
pany asked for talks.

Increases of up to £1
were offered in return for
complete acceptance of both
productivity strings and the
principle that the full
amounts would be offset
.against any national agree-
ment.

All sanctions had been
lifted by the labour force
to allow these negotiations
to take place, but at a
6,000-strong mass meeting
on October 22 the com-
pany’s proposals were almost
unanimously rejected.

Ray Gardner explains that
the £5 claim had originally
been submitted on the basis
of a clause in the August
1970 agreement providing
for talks about a further

NEWS DESK
01-720 2000

CIRCULATION
01-622 7029

IN SEVENTH WEEK

$

CONCORDE AT REST

ay strike

test case

there was an
rise in- the cost

increase if
‘abnormal’
of living.

Management argued that
despite their traumatic
bankruptcy earlier this year
-—an abnormal occurrence if
you like—they had shelied
out the increases due under
the old agreement.

But the money from Con-
corde was not coming in
fast enough, costs were
shooting up and the com-
pany would face a massive
increase in its wage bill if
the engineering unions’
national claim was success-
ful. The £1 was the most
they could afford.

Co-operation

What really incensed the
October 22 meeting was
that the offer was not really
£1 at all.

For unskilled workers it
would be only 80p and for
semi-skilled 90p. And the
company’s pound of flesh
would be full co-operation
with activity sampling and
work - measurement, with
negotiations after six months
on  further  productivity

concessions.
The prospect of any
further increase in these

negotiations was extremely
nebulous, since besides
demanding off-setting the
company made clear the
80p-£1 was only brought
forward from a rise it had
already budgeted for in
April 1972.

Local management was
given notice that the labour
force would begin working
to rule on October 29 un-
less a more acceptable offer

was made.

With 24 hours to go, the
management called the
stewards in and offered
them £1.50 across the
board.

They claimed this was
the limit of what they could
afford. 50p would have to
be offset against whatever.

The meeting, which by
then comprised all the
manual workers on the site,
unanimously rejected the
offer and voted to strike
with only six votes against.

During the seven weeks
of strike a series of meet-
ings have taken place at
national and local level
between stewards, union
officials and senior manage-

ment, but the end result
has been the same: dead-
lock.

The government appoin-
tees on the Rolls board had
intervened to stiffen what
is, for them, an important
battle for position in the
war over engineering pay.

As in the Coventry tool-
room dispute, the Rolls-
Royce (1971) Ltd directors
have been cast in the role
of pacemakers for the
EEF; testing out the weak-
ness of the union leadership.

There can be little doubt
that today’s meeting of
union officials will seek to
re-open talks with the com-
pany.

Last Friday’s almost un-
believable comment from
Vic Ryan, Transport and
General Workers’ Union

official most closely in-
volved day to day at
Patchway, bears this out.

‘The board,” he claimed,
‘are obviously not aware of
the problems surrounding
the dispute.

But Ray Gardner and a
strike-hardened majority of
both stewards and workers
are convinced that not only
are the board aware of
what they are doing, they
are doing it with the sup-
port and encouragement of
the Tory government.

As Alan Hembury, a fitter
ten ‘years at Patchway,
summed up: ‘Of course
there are people who want
to go back, there always
will be.

‘But I know blokes who
were Dbitter against the
stewards when we came out
—saying we didn’t ought to
take unofficial action and
all that sort of thing—but
who’re all for it now the
directors have really showed
what they are.

‘The way I think most
of us see it is that we've
been out seven weeks and
lost £150-odd. We can’t
afford to go back with
nothing now.’

Burgos

Six

sufier
agony
in jail

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

THE SIX young Basque fighters who were
sentenced to death a year ago this month by
Gen Franco’s dictatorship are serving their
sentences under conditions which are terrible,

even by the standards

A world-wide storm of
protest narrowly prevented
Franco from carrying out
the death sentences on the
Burgos Six.

ABut in revenge, the Spanish
dictator is determined that if
he cannot bring them before
his firing squads they will
suffer a long-drawn-out agony

in his jails.
A member of the illegal
Workers’ Commissions who

recently escaped from Spain
after serving nine months’ in
jail has revealed details of the
appalling regime to which the
Six are subjected.

‘They have been singled
out for especially harsh treat-
ment,” he said at the weekend.
‘They are even treated worse
than the rest of the political
prisoners, whose conditions
are in some cases considerably
worse than the common
criminals.

NO CONTACT

‘They are kept incommuni-
cado in a special area of the
jail, where every second cell
is kept vacant to prevent the
prisoners making contact with
one another.

‘They are allowed no books,
no letters, and no tobacco
and not even allowed out of
their cells for exercise,” the
escaped trade unionist told
Workers Press.

‘The Six get only half the
ration of food allowed to
common criminal prisoners in
the jails — all measures de-
signed to break down their

was agreed nationally. The
deal would have to run for
a year with full co-
operation in pushing up
productivity.

It was rejected.

Hurried consultations then
took place with the Rolls

board, who stood firm and
instructed local manage-
ment to insist that no
further improvements would
be made and all the strings
must stay.

The following Monday
(November 1), electricians
and boilermen found that
supervisors had  broken
their work-to-rule. Some
groups of pieceworkers were
told simultaneously that
their earnings that week
would be cut back to the
national fall-back rate.

By 8.30 a.m. the produc-
tion and service departments
had walked out—to be
joined an hour later by
the development and test
sections.

LATENEWS , WEATHER

IT WILL be bright at first
with some showers in the NW,

Babcock

.

jobs fight decision

- e 3 3

but it will become cloudy
and rain will spread from the
W later.

Winds will be strong to
gale force in many areas and
it will continue rather mild
for late December.

Outlook for Tuesday and
Wednesday: Continuing
changeable with rain at times
in most places. Temperatures
near normal.
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Dangerous loss for
Alfred Herbert’s

BRITAIN’S leading machine-
tool manufacturer has an-
nounced a trading loss for
the year, confirming the col-
lapse in capital investment
by industry.

Alfred Herbert said on Fri-
day that accounts for the year
to October 1971 will show a
trading loss in the second six
months ‘substantially greater
than in the first half’.

The first-half results showed

that the group incurred a
£828,000 loss in the six months
to April.

After chairman Sir Richard
Young’s statement, shares in
Alfred Herbert fell 33p on the
stock market.

-Earlier last week the De-
partment of Trade and Indus-
try issued figures which
showed that investment on
plant and machinery by in-
dustrialists could fall by as
much as 8 per cent in 1971.

Taken together with falling
stocks of goods held by firms,
the returns from Alfred
Herbert are further proof of
British capitalism’s recession.

Alfred Herbert has been
attempting desperately to
rationalize its production, cut-

ting down the number and
range of tools.

This has not brought the
desired results because of a
general slump in orders.

Although the firm says there
are no liquidity problems, the
fact that Jessel Securities have
taken a 10 per cent share in
Alfred Herbert is significant.

Jessel has long experience

WORKERS from the foun-
dry section of Babcock
and Wilcox Ltd, Renfrew,
Glasgow, will meet again
tomorrow to decide on a
policy for fighting the
closure of the foundry and
the loss of 380 jobs.

On Friday 2,000 workers
stopped for two hours in
protest at the closure.

But a meeting which
followed the foundry sec-

of ‘rescuing’ troubled engineer- tion's march (above)

ing firms. It also has a repu- broke up without any

tation for buying out com- decisi

panies when they're in finan- ecision.

cial difficulties.

1922 in Ulst

@ FROM PAGE ONE internment (the ending of
which the SDLP ceases to

ceased to represent anything oppose as the basis for a

politically credible. settlement) and ‘security’

The only question left is
how long it will take to get
the Social Democratic Labour
Party, the N Ireland Labour
Party and Paisley’s Demo-
cratic Unionist Party around a
table together.

Once agreement is reached,
the plan is almost certainly
to transfer responsibility for

from Stormont to Westminster.

This would establish a form
of direct rule but through
local agents —a semi-fascist
formula in which the trade
union and labour bureau-
cracies are transformed into
a direct arm of the capitalist
state.

Fitt is in London today for

of fascist prisons.

health and strength
destroy their resistance.

‘They are now on hunger
strike demanding the right to
be visited regularly by their
relatives. At present they are
allowed visitors only on the
whim of the prison adminis-
tration which rarely allows
them to see their families.

‘The visiting room at the
prisons is divided by a long
corridor fenced on both sides
with wire netting.

‘The prisoners stand on one
side of the barrier, their
visitors on the other. Armed
guards patrol - the central
corridor.

‘The prisoners and their
relatives have to shout to
make themselves heard to
each other and the visits last
only 15 minutes. The Basque
prisoners are not allowed to
speak to their families in
their own language.’

NO PRIVILEGES

In addition to these special
measures, our informant said
the Burgos Six have to suffer
the special regime to whigh
all political prisoners are
subject:

‘The common prisoners are
allowed to watch television
until late in the evening. They
are given the cushiest and
most sought-after jobs. These
privileges'are forbidden to the
political’ prisoners.

‘Only two newspapers are
allowed between the -whole
complement of political

THE SIX Basques reprieved
by Franco and now serving
life sentences are: Xavier
Izko, a printer (29); Jose-
Maria Dorronsoro, student
(29); Joaquim Gorostidi,
mechanic (25); Mario Onain-
dia, worker (25); Xavier
Larena, student (23); and
Ezduardo Uriate, a student
(25).

prisoners in any jail. These
are invariably the extreme
right-wing ‘ABC’ (Monarchist)
and ‘Arriba’ (Falange).

‘To prevent the prisoners
from undertaking any intel-
lectual activity, the day is
broken up by constant trumpet
calls, summoning the prisoners
to reveille, lunch, to
counted, go on parade and
so on.

‘The cells are constantly
being searched. Each day the
prisoners are forced to salute
the flag and until two years
ago they were all obliged to
attend mass every Sunday.

‘The prisons are riddled
with informers planted there
by the political police. Even
in prison a man cannot speak
freely. There is the constant
fear of being hauled once
again before a military tribunal
and receiving another lengthy
sentence.’

10,000
Ovambos
now out

THE STRIKE of Ovambo
workers in SW Africa is
spreading, with almost 10,000
out demanding higher pay and
better living conditions.

Over 5,000 workers struck
last Monday in protest against
the contract system which
obliges them to leave their
families at home when they
seek work in the SW.

Reinforcements of police
have been sent from Pretoria.

and

coalition-style talks  with
British and Irish Labour Party
leaders. Inter-party discussions

_between Westminster, Dublin

and Stormont are due to begin
early in the new year.

It is at these top-level talks
that the complementary com-
ings and goings of Maudling
and Opposition leader Harold
Wilson to Ulster will be put
to full effect in bringing the
Protestants and Catholics to-
gether.

The search for common
ground shouldn’t prove too
difficult. At least they all
believe in capitalist law and
order.

LARISSA
DANIEL
BACK IN
MOSCOW
BY 1972

LARISSA DANIEL

has
completed her full term of

exile and will return to
Moscow before the end of
the year, usually reliable
sources say.

The wife of writer Yuli
Daniel, himself sentenced to
five year’s hard labour in
1966, she was arrested in
August 1968 in Red Square
after demonstrating against
the invasion of Czechoslo-
vakia.

Larissa Daniel was sent
into exile along with Pavel
Litvinov, grandson of the
former Soviet Foreign Min-
ister, and three others.

Mrs Daniel was banished
to the remote settlement of
Chuna where she worked in
a timber plant. Her health
is reported as good.

Wwe'll
strike
again—

US dockers

WEST COAST

80-day ‘cooling-off’

expires on Christmas Day.

The strike, which tied' up
shipping on the W coast of
the United States and Alaska
and almost brought the econ-
omy of Hawaii to a standstill,

began on July 1.

The federal government won
an injunction for an 80-day
return to work on October &
when the strike was 100 days

old.

President Nixon has since
invokeéd the same act against
striking E coast longshoremen,
but their cooling-off period
does not end until February.
offer,
described as a ‘final offer’, was
voted on December 14 and 15.
No details of the offer were

The latest shippers’

revealed.

In dispute are wages, work
jurisdiction
over handling of containers

guarantees and

used in overseas shipments.
— e it

Croat crisis

‘still not
right’

longshore-
men have voted by an over-
whelming majority to re-
sume their strike when the
period
ordered by President Nixon
under the Taft-Hartley. Act

Bangla
Desh

@ FROM PAGE ONE

This remarkable exchange
epitomizes the delicate equi-
librium established by the
Indian army, which received
a joyous welcome when it
entered Dacca, and the E

Bengalis in the liberation
army, who are increasingly
wary that true national

liberation may be snatched
from their grasp by a dirty
deal between the bourgeois
Awami League leaders and
the Indian government.

RESISTING
Reports show that the
guerrillas are resisting

attempts to disarm them.

In Jessore out of 2,000
Mukti Bahini, only three
have handed in their wea-
pons. The force there has a
500-strong element described
as ‘leftist’.

One other Indian briga-
dier was more blunt about
the Indian army’s role.

‘Bangla Desh must remain
stable. Some semblance of
democracy can be created,
but no one of any honesty
in Delhi or elsewhere pre-
tends that’s the real reason
we are here. Bangla Desh
will be like Calcuttta, which
we keep firmly under our
thumb . . ., he said.

While Indian Army lead-
ers sharpen their hostility
towards the Mukti Bahini
the super-Sandhurst cama-
raderie between the butchers
of E Bengal and Indian
commanders continues to
flourish.

Lt Gen Aurora, com-
mander of the Indian army
in the E, said this of his
vanquished counterpart,
Niazi :

‘He is quite an old friend,
really. Off the battlefield we
general chaps are quite
chummy with each other,
you know.’

It was Niazi who must
have sanctioned the butchery
of 125 doctors, scientists

and other intellectuals in
Dacca.
The imperialist powers,

too, are holding back from
recognizing the new state
until it is clear that all
socialist elements are purged.

Prim¢ Minister Edward
Heath said that the British
government would not re-
cogniz¢ the new Bangla
Desh administration until it
was clear that the govern-
ment had control of the
territory it claimed, had
‘popular’ support and it
acknowledged the inter-
national obligations assumed
by the Pakistan regime.

Manwhile in W Pakistan
observers predict that the
totally discredited Yahya
Khan will hand over power
to People’s Party leader Ali
Bhutto.

EARNINGS

He will face a desperate
internal situation after the
loss of the E.

Half Pakistan’s exchange
earnings came from what
was E Pakistan and the E
was a source for exploitation
by western capitalists and
land-owners.

The whole of the sub-
continent is now im the
melting pot.

The forces released by the
struggle for Bangla Desh,
threaten the stability of the
Indian and the W Pakistani

YUGOSLAVIA would have
been faced with civil war and
foreign intervention within six
months unless action had been
taken to quell separatism in
Croatia, President Tito has
said.

Tito said he was prepared

governments.

Bangla Desh cannot
achieve genuine and com-
plete liberation under capi-
talism.

Only the socialist revolu-
tion on the sub-continent

to use ‘the ultimate means’ to
crush the nationalists, rather
than accépt intervention from

a foreign power.

He warned that the situa-
tion in Croatia had been very
dangerous and that the situa-

tion ‘was still not right’.

will realize to the full the
just demands of the Bengali
workers and peasants.

They must now resist
these opén attempts to rob
them of power to carry for-
ward the socialist revolution
in their country.

ALL TRADES UNIONS ALLIANCE
- MEETINGS

Make the fory government
resign!

Return a Labour govern-

ment.pledged to restore full

employment and repeal all
laws against the unions!

NUNEATON: Monday
December 20, 7.30 p.m.
‘The Ball and Plough’,
Corporation Street. Discuss

SW LONDON: Tuesda;
December 21; 8 p.m. Sm

Hall, Clapham Manor Baths,
Clapham Manor St, SW4.
‘Elect a Labour government
pledged to socialist policies’.

BIRMINGHAM: Wednesday
December 22, 3 p.m. Christ-
mas social: Mount Pleasant
Community Centre. All un-
employed workers and
youth welcome.

COVENTRY: Thursday

December 23, 2 p.m.-5 p.m.
Right to Work Committee
Christmas Social. Buffet—
Disco—Comedy films. ‘The
Bear’, High Street. All un-
employed workers and youth
welcome.

ATUA manifesto.

LEAMINGTON : Monday
December 20, 7.30 p.m.
‘The Golden Lion’, Regent
St. Discuss ATUA mani-
festo.

. Socialist Labour League
Special Course of lectures

following ATUA National Conference decision to prepare for the
i buliding of the Party

SUNDAY JANUARY 2
Historical Materialism today

BEAVER HALL, GARLICK HILL
(Nr Mansion House tube) 7 p.m.

given by
G. HEALY (SLL national secretary)
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