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glnrs’ president Hugh Scanlon In pensive mood with
Employment Secretary Robert Carr.
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To defeat Tories

Engineer

Miners' leaders Joe Gormley, president (left) and secretary

P

Lawrence Daly.

iner alliance

BY DAVID MAUDE

A FIGHTING alliance between
Britain’s miners and engineering wor-
kers could decide the fate of the Tory
government next month.

London protestover jailed seamen

scared Bengalis

BY IAN YEATS

THE FATE of 22 Bengalis who jumped their ships at Rochester and

Dundee rather than return to W Pakistan has ‘shocked and saddened’
Bangla Desh officials in London.

Guerrillas hold
- politicians
in contempt -

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT .

EIGHT leading Bangla Desh
politicians—including the act-
ing president and the prime
minister—made a triumphant
entry into Dacca—the capital
of their new nation—yesterday.

However, the upsurge of the
mass movement frightens the
official Bangla Desh govern-
ment as well as the Indians.

It wants to see the guerrilla
moverhent disarmed and its
leaders neutralized. At pre-
sent the guerrillas still hold
a key position because they
have <close ties with the
masses of the people who
want to see collaborators
punished. ;

According to Henry Brad-
shaw reporting from Dacca
for ‘The Washington Post’,
the bulk of the young guer-
rillas hold the Bangla Desh
politicians in contempt.

‘They feel the politicians
who formed the exile regime
in April should have been
fighting inside Pakistan in-
stead of sitting comfortably
and safely in India,” he com-
mented.

The most radical wing of
the guerrilla forces call them-
selves the ‘Mujib Bahini’ to
distinguish themselves from
the larger and more official
body, the ‘Mukti Bahini’.

Although claiming allegi-
ance to Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man, they actually stand for
a programme which is much
more radical than his. Most
of them are university
students. -

Even the Mukti, Bahini feel
themselves., independent of
the politicians sitting it out
in Calcutta. As Bradshaw puts
it: ‘The Bangla Desh regime
are conservative in -orienta-
tion, as was the Sheikh. The
university students had always
pushed him to the Ieft to

adopt a more radical position.
‘It, was the students who
demanded independence while

Sheikh Mujib was trying to~

negotiate autonomy for E
Pakistan within a PaKistani
framework. Bangla = Desh
officials now say that it was
this radical pressure that
brought about the Pakistani
army crackdown.’

In other words, those who
claim to speak om behalf of
Bangla Desh' believe that they
would have been able to do
a deal with Yahya Khan but
for the revolutiomary upsurge
of the masses. and the guer-
rillas,

In Pakistan the arch-
demagogue Zulfigar Ali
Bhutto is still keeping his
options open.

BEFORE surrendering, Pakis-
tani troops murdered at least
280 Bengali intellectuals in
Daceca. .

Similar Killings were in-
tended to wipe out all intel-
lectual leaders in the country,
a Bangla Desh government
spokesman said in Calcutta
yesterday. .

The troops were assisted by
armed levies known as ‘Al-
Badr’ who roamed the country
for months carrying out kill-
ings, torture and rape of
supporters of Bangla Desh.

That is why the anger of
the masses has burst out!
against all those who sup-
ported or collaborated with
Yahya Khan's forces.

‘I was under the impres-

_sion they would be treated

as honourable and law-
abiding citizens’, Mr M.
Ahmad, second secretary at
the Bangla Desh  Mission
told me yesterday.

. “Why should they be taken
into custody and sent to
prison? It is a slur on their
characters.’

- Eleven Bengali seamen left
the 6,148 ton cargo vessel
‘Bagh E Karachi’ in Dundee
and another 11 walked off the
the BP tanker ‘British Vision’
at the Isle of Grain, near
Rochester.

Mr Ahmad said the captain
and officers of the ‘Bagh E
Karachi’ were W Pakistani
and relations between them
and the Bengali crew were
strained to breaking point
when they tried to drum up
a cash collection to aid
Pakistan.

The crew also feared what
would happen to them when
they returned to W Pakistan,
where the safety of over
400,000 Bengalis is in
jeopardy following the victory
in Bangla Desh.

The tanker crew felt the
same way, but BP agreed to
fly them back to Bangla Desh
as soon as circumstances
permitted.

, Good faith

Both groups of seamen re-
ported to Bengali authorities
when they landed and the
matter was referred in good
faith to the Home Office.

The Tory response was to
commit 21 of the men to
Pentonville prison and to
clap one youth into Ashford
remand centre.

They will be kept there
until arrangements are made
to return them to Bangla
Desh, a Home Office spokes-
man said.

‘I am terribly sad the gov-
ernment has done this,’ said
Mr Ahmad. ‘They
treated the seamen as illegal
immigrants but there was
never any question  of that.
They asked only for a limited
time to stay.’

“claim,

have .

Steelmen back campaign

FIRTH BROWN joint shop
stewards’ committee has
passed a resolution to give
financial and material support
‘to the. Young Socialists’

‘Right - to - Work®  campaign.
The committee also wants the
Sheffield Trades and Labour
Council to support the cam-
paign.

Leaders of the National |

Union of Mineworkers now
appear convinced that their
members are being forced
inexorably towards strike

action. on Janvary 9 over |

their £5 to £9 pay claim.

At their meeting with the
union executive earlier this
week, the Coal Board insisted
that their £1.90 to £2 pay

offer was the upper limit of Y

what they could afford.- .

Contingency plans for a
strike are already under dis-
cussion betweén industrialists,
coal-industry officials and elec-
tricity-board chiefs all over
the country. :

All the blandishments ..of

TUC secretary Victor Feather ™

after his meeting with the
NUM top brass yesterday can-
not disguise the fact that
Heath and his ministers want
the scalps of 280,000 miners
to hang on their belts.

The Tories badly need a
repeat of ldst year’s Post
Office defeat in order to ram
the Common Market, plus the
effects of US President Nixon's
trade war, down the throats
of the working class.

FOUR DAYS before the
miners are due to strike,
leaders of the Amalgamatéd
Union of Engineering Workers
will start a three-day meeting
on the rejection of their pay
claim.

The Engineéring Employers’
Federation — like the NCB —
exudes smug complacency that
the Tories will back to the
hilt their hard line against the
2.8 million engineers.

A measure of their arro-
gance is that they have replied
to just one aspect of the
for minimums:rate in-
creases of £5 to £6, with an
offer of just £1.50. :

Yet the leaders of both
sections of workers still talk
in vague, guarded tones about
‘suspecting” possible govern-
ment intervention behind the
scenes—without ever saying
how they propose to combat

it.

The one question that
really scares hell out of the
miners’ and engineers’ chiefs

is: Do you think you can beat |

the Tories alone?
But the Tories
defeated by joint

can be
mobiliza-

tion of engineers and miners,

On January 22 the Tories
propose to sign the Treaty of
Accession to the Common
Market sight unseen by those
who will be expected to
suffer its effects: the British
working class. :

They will do so two days
after a key House of Com-
mons vote on the Tories’ sell-
out terms of fisheries, in
which there must be no re-
peat of the October 18 be-
trayal when Labour’s right
shored up Heath’s tottering
majority.

January 20 will undoubtedly
form a new focus for big
popular opposition to Com-
mon Market entry,

Yet neither Lawrence Daly,
the miners’ secretary, nor
AUEW president Hugh Scan-
lon has lifted a- finger to
whip right-wing Labour MPs
into line.

Daly and Scanlon must be
forced to do so. Much more
even than the fate of their
own pay claims depends on
it.

@ NUMBER 643
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£181.74 needed
[0 complete

December Fund
£1250 target

IT REALLY is fantastic.
£163.52 arrived vyesterday
bringing our total up to the
grand figure of £1,068.74. We
are overwhelmed by this mag-
nificent response. There is no
doubt that if you keep this up
we can clear our target in
time. We cannot thank you
enough.

Immediately in the New
Year, our editorial board will
be travelling around the areas
to discuss plans for the
expansion of Workers Press,
with you, our readers. So let's
press on In the last few days
left. Rush -all last minute
donatlions to :

Workers Press Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High St,
London, SW4.
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warned Upper Clyde

been charged with offences.

SIXTEEN men were arrested by troops in Ulster yesterday
in the 24 hours to 8 a.m. Most were from the Belfast area.
Since internment on August 9, 1,950 people have been
arrested under the Special Powers Act. At oresent 620 are
being held in detention centres. Only 18 of these have

Mr Geoffrey Johnson Smith, Defence under-Secretary
(army), has admitted in the Commons that two boys, aged
13 and 15, were taken from their homes in Belfast by
British soldiers. He said the boys were taken into custody
by the army and then handed over to the RUC. The
Minister also revealed that both beys had been photo-
graphed and fingerprinted before being released. ‘I do not
intend to-set up an inquiry,’ he added. ‘This is a matter
for the N Ireland government.

CHRISTMAS
ON'THE
CREGGAN
On-the-spot
interviews with
Ulster workers
and thelr wives =

Starts on p. 2 today

that the

begin.

Davies

policy  of

big problem?

divisions’.

yards.

government.

admitted
. problem was the shop stewards’ official
insisting on
proposals’ covering four yards before
talks could start.

SIX ALLEGED members of
the underground Portuguese
Communist Party have been
sentenced by a state security
court in Lisbon to up to two
years’ imprisonment and 15
years’ loss ©  of political
rights. The six, including one
girl, were charged with being
members of the party and
organizing conspiratorial meet-
ings. The trial has been going
on since November 8.

THE INCREASE in family
income supplements (FIS)
announced on Tuesday is
no more than a cheap gim-
mick by the Tory govern-
ment and a fraud from be-
ginning to end.

From its inception = in
QOctober 1970, the FIS system
has been used by the Tories
to drive another nail into the
welfare state and the free
health service,

Allegedly catering for the
needs of Britain’s poorest
150,000 families, it is in¥tead
a ‘poor-law’ system based on
the holding down of wages
and the most vicious means
test.

The £1 increase takes the
maximum pay-out up to £5.
This is sheer window-dressing
of the cheapest sort.

For the average pay-out to

date has only been £1.72 a
week. And Brian O’Malley, a

Labour’s pensions’ spokesman,

BY PHILIP WADE

reckons only 50 per cent of
those entitled to claim have
done so.

The capitalist press as
usual, jumped into action to
hail Social Security Minister
Sir
stroke.

What they did not make
clear, of course, is that the
incréase will, in any case, only
take effect from April 4, 1972.

In other words, the soaring
cost of living will have more
than swamped any possible
few pence to be added to FIS.

With three days to Christ-
mas the Tories have tried a
stunt . which only such a
reactionary crew of bankers,
financiers and  monopolists
could try.

Prices are rising at least
11p in the £ each year, 1
million are on the dole,
millions of workers are
offered wage-cuts and thous-

Keith Joseph’s masterly.

Cost-of -living takes
the fizz out of FIS

ands of pensioners face
starvation.

Try asking for more and
the Tories reply with the
same viciousness as that
shown to Oliver Twist.

Yet what a charitable

season the Tories and their
Royal hangers-on have en-
joyed.

One family not on FIS was
awarded £1m.

As leader of Tory Sym-
phony Orchestra, Edward
Heath got another - £6,000.
For services to Europe ‘an-
other £37,000: - T

Harold Wilson—a'''104 per
cent wage increase.

MPs 37 per cent etc., etc.

What about-their friends in
business and the property
world? A meafis test? "

Jim Slater, “former partner
of Peter Walker, now Envir-
onment Minister, buys com-
pany after company. His firm
Slater  Walker Securities

@ PAGE FOUR COL. 1
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Ultimatums fly on Clyde

% Davies
- gets tough

UCS

stewards

FROM STEPHEN JOHNS IN GLASGOW

TORY INDUSTRY Secretary John Davies

Shipbuilders’ workers

yesterday — co-operate or shipbuilding on the
upper Clyde could collapse.

Speaking after a meeting with
UCS stewards, he made it clear

future of the Tory-

appointed company Govan Ship-
builders Ltd would be grim if
negotiations to establish ‘agreed
procedures and co-operation of the
workforce’ did not immediately

that the main

‘cumulative

He warned that there was no ‘active
“buyer for' tpe Ctydebank yard-—-=—
“There "is ‘Aow, a ‘danger of not seeing dis-
cussions that would make Govan Shipbuilders
a viable concern,’ he said. ‘There is no time
to lose, there is really no time to lose, we
really must get on with this task.’

5 He said that there was ‘a real danger of
‘Govan “Shipbuildérs running out’ of work. *
“ ‘If they run out of work this will ‘be a
for the company and the whole
of the Clyde for that matter.’

At a press conference the stewards, led by
James Reid and James Airlie reiterated their
formula that there could be no discussions
with Govan Shipbuilders except unless there
were ‘cumulative proposals covering the four

CONFRONTATION

Said Airlie: ‘If this drags on into the new
year there will be some form of confrontation
socner or later and the way things are going
it looks like being sooner.’

He was referring to the shop stewards’
threat not to allow any more ships out of the

The next one is due for delivery from
Govan in mid-January.

There is, however, one way the CP Stalin-
ists can still avoid a battle with the Tory

If union leaders like Danny McGarvey,
boilermakers’ president, can persuade Break-
sea Tankships,
Clydebank;they could argue that their ‘cumu-
lative proposals’ ultimatum had been met.

a company ‘interested’ in

This would, of course, break
the shop stewards’ policy of
no meaningful discussions
without cast-iron guarantees
over Clydebank’s future.

But the co-ordinating com-
mittee are desperate to con-
tact Breaksea, a mysterious
American firm. They have en-
listed the support of ex-Clyde-
bank managing director John
Rannie.

The possibility of a firm bid
for Clydebank now appears re-
mote, howevér, as Davies
hinted yesterday.

@ Chief Govan Shipbuilders
executive Archie Gilchrist said
he hoped a feasibility study on
the Scotstoun yard would start
‘jelling’ by the second half of
January.

Deputy chairman Ken Doug-

las warned UCS shop stewards: -

‘Any factor which tends to
bring the thing to a standstill
will militate against its even-
tual success.’

Sartre demands
justice for
Iran students

JEAN-PAUL Sartre has called
for action to' support political

Jprisofiers detained i Iran to

‘ensure‘they get medical at-
‘téntion’” and ' have an open
tiial which foreigners can at-
‘tend. © :
The Committee for the
Defence of Iranian Political
Prisoners, of which he is pre-
sident,” thas denounced arbi-
trary “arrests, tortures and
violations of the rights of the
defence in'a letter of protest
to Amir Abbas Hoveida, the
Iranian prime minister. It has
been signed by many pro-
minent French intellectuals.
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IN YOUR CHRISTMAS
WORKERS PRESS
TOMORROW

Tomorrow's edition will be
the last before next Tuesday
December 28. But we can
promise you some enter-
taining and informative
reading for that odd
moment during the holidays.
For instance: Just how
much does Her Majesty
and the Burk House c¢rowd
really earn? Jack Gale
will tell you, penny by
penny . . . stable by stable
. . . limousine by limousine

in .

‘The Queen is in the
counting house . . .’

Of course, if you're not
getting quite as much as
the Royals, you can always.
pop down the West End
in London to do your
shopping. IAN YEATS went
among the Christmas
crowds during the week.
Just your ordinary common
or garden shoppers in
Bond Street and Burlington
Arcade, where the fur-
coated ladies slide from
their chauffeured Bentieys
to ‘window gaze’ at 2,000
guinea gems—and think
nothing of laying out the
cash (sorry, they’re on
credit accounts) for them,
either.

ALSO:

‘How the revisionists see
us and themselves'—
Comments on the Socialist
Labour League by the
International Marxist Group
and International Socialists.

AND :

Your TV programmes for
four days at a glance.

TOPPING THE LIST of a

number of other articles wiil

be exciting news about the

expansion and enlargement

of Workers Press In the
New Year.

All in all, an issue to look
forward to. So make sure
of your copy now by
telephoning our circulation
department: 01-622 7029.

Chinese
aid for

Sudan
butcher

THE CHINESE have just
signed an economic agreement
with Gen Numeiry’s Sudan
regime, which last summer
butchered thousands of com-
munists.

The agreement was signed
in Peking by the Deputy
President of the Sudan, Maj-
Gen Khalid Hasan Abbas, and
Li Hsien-nien, Vice-Premier of
China,

A big and enthusiastic
crowd turned up at the air-
port to see the visitors off,

The agreement includes a
Chinese credit to the Sudan
which will be no doubt used
to equip the repressive forces
to deal with the working class
and peasantry in one of the
most reactionary Islamic states.

The regime is also carrying
on a repressive war against
black peoples in the S.

Talks took place between
the visiting representatives of
the Sudanese military regime
and Li Teh-sheng, who is
politically responsible for the
Chinese army, Peng Chao-hui,
assistant chief of the general
staff and Hsiao King-kuang,

vice-minister of national
defence.
Peking has declared its

support for what it describes
as ‘the anti-imperialist policy’
of Khartoum,

Raids and
resignations
in Croatia

IN ANOTHER raid on a
student hostel in Zagreb,
Yugoslav police have arrested
352 people and confiscated
hostile literature and arms.

. The purge of nationalists
is  continuing throughout
Croatia. Latest to go includes
Croatian prime minister
Dragutin Haramija,” who re-
signed, and: the' editor of the
daily *Viesnik’. "'

Directors of ‘ Zagreb radio
and TV may also be forced to
resign. They have been linked
with the nationalists in party
meetings called to consider
the crisis.
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Miners’ leaders Joe Gormley, president (left) and secretary
Lawrence Daly.
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BY DAVID MAUDE

A FIGHTING alliance between
Britain’s miners and engineering wor-
kers could decide the fate of the Tory
government next month.

London protestover jailed seamen

‘Shur’ on
scared Bengalis

BY IAN YEATS

THE FATE of 22 Bengalis who jumped their ships at Rochester and
Dundee rather than return to W Pakistan has ‘shocked and saddened’
Bangla Desh officials in London.

Guerrillas hold
- politicians
in contempt .

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

EIGHT leading Bangla Desh
politicians—including the act-
ing president and the prime
minister—made a triumphant
entry into Dacca—the capital
of their new nation—yesterday.

However, the upsurge of the
mass movement frightens the
official Bangla Desh govern-
ment as well as the Indians.

It wants to see the guerrilla
moverthent disarmed and its
leaders neutralized. At pre-
sent the guerrillas still hold
a Kkey position because they
have close ties with the
masses of the people who
want to see collaborators
ppnished.

According to Henry Brad-
shaw reporting from Dacca
for ‘The Washington Post’,
the bulk of the young guer-
rillas hold the Bangla Desh
politicians in contempt.

‘They feel the politicians
who formed the exile regime
in April should have been
fighting inside Pakistan in-
stead of sitting comfortably
and safely in India, he com-
mented,

The most radical wing of
the guerrilla forces call them-
selves the ‘Mujib Bahini’ to
distinguish themselves from
the larger and more official
body, the ‘Mukti Bahini’.

Although claiming allegi-
ance to Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man, they actually stand for
a programme which is much
more radical than his. Most
of them are  university
students,

Even the Mukti Bahini feel
themselves. independent of
the politicians sitting it out
in Calcutta. As Bradshaw puts
it: ‘The Bangla Desh regime
are conservative in -orienta-
tion, as was the Sheikh. The
aniversity students had always
pushed him to the left to

adopt a more radical position.

‘It, was the students who
demanded independence while
Sheikh Mujib was trying to’
negotiate autonomy for
Pakistan within a PaKistani
framework. Bangia = Desh
officials now say that it was
this radical pressure that
brought about the Pakistani
army crackdown.’

In other words, those who
claim to speak on behalf of
Bangla Desh believe that they
would have been able to do
a deal with Yahya Khan but
for the revolutionary upsurge
of the masses and the guer-
rillas.

In Pakistan the arch-
demagogue Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto is still keeping his
options open.

BEFORE surrendering, Pakis-
tani troops murdered at least
280 Bengali intellectuals in
Dacca. .

Similar Kkillings were in-
tended to wipe out all intel-
lectual leaders in the country,
a Bangla Desh government
spokesman said in Calcutta
yesterday. v

The troops were assisted by
armed levies known as °‘Al-
Badr’ who roamed the country
for months carrying out kill-
ings, torture and rape of
supporters of Bangla Desh.

That is why the anger of
the masses has burst out
against all those who sup-
ported or collaborated with
Yahya Khan’s forces.

‘I was under the impres-
sion they would be treated
as honourable and law-
abiding citizens’, Mr M.
Ahmad, second secretary at
the Bangla Desh Mission
told me yesterday.

‘Why should they be taken

into custody and sent to
prison? It is a slur on their
characters.’
- Eleven Bengali seamen left
the 6,148 ton cargo vessel
‘Bagh E Karachi’ in Dundee
and another 11 walked off the
the BP tanker ‘British Vision’
at the Isle of Grain, near
Rochester.

Mr Ahmad said the captain
and officers of the ‘Bagh E
Karachi’ were W Pakistani
and relations betweep them
and the Bengali crew were
strained to breaking point
when they tried to drum up
a cash collection to aid
Pakistan.

The crew also feared what
would happen to them when
they returned to W Pakistan,
where the safety of over
400,000 Bengalis is in
jeopardy following the victory
in Bangla Desh.

The tanker crew felt the
same way, but BP agreed to
fly them back to Bangla Desh
as soon as circumstances
permitted.

, Good faith

Both groups of seamen re-
ported to Bengali authorities
when they landed and the
matter was referred in good
faith to the Home Office.

The Tory response was to
commit 21 of the men to
Pentonville prison and to
clap one youth into Ashford
remand centre.

They will be kept there
until arrangements are made
to return them to Bangla
Desh, a Home Office spokes-
man said.

‘I am terribly sad the gov-
ernment has done this,’ said
Mr Ahmad. ‘They have
treated the seamen as illegal
immigrants but there was
never any question of that.
They asked only for a limited
time to stay.’

Steelmen back campaign

FIRTH BROWN joint shop
stewards’ committee has
passed a resolution to give
financial and material support
to the. Young Socialists’

‘Right - to - Work’  campaign.
The committee also wants the
Sheffield Trades and Labour
Council to support the cam-
paign.

Leaders of the National
Union of Mineworkers now
appear convinced that their
members are being forced
inexorably towards strike

action on January 9. over

their £5 to £9 pay claim.

At their meeting with the
union executive earlier this
week, the Coal Board insisted
that their £1.90 to £2 pay

offer was the upper limit of ,

what they could afford.

Contingency plans for a
strike are already under dis-
cussion between industrialists,
coal-industry officials and elec-

tricity-board chiefs all over
the country.
All the blandishments of

TUC secretary Victor Feather ™

after his meeting with the
NUM top brass yesterday can-
not disguise the fact that
Heath and his ministers want
the scalps of 280,000 miners
to hang on their belts.

The Tories badly need a
repeat of ldst year’s Post
Office defeat in order to ram
the Common Market, plus the
effects of US President Nixon’s
trade war, down the throats
of the working class.

FOUR DAYS before the
miners are due to strike,
leaders of the Amalgamated
Union of Engineering Workers
will start a three-day meeting
on the rejection of their pay
claim,

The Engineering Employers’
Federation — like the NCB —
exudes smug complacency that
the Tories will back to the
hilt their hard line against the
2.8 million enginéers.

A measure of their arro-
gance is that they have replied
to just one aspect of the

“claim, for minimum-rate in-

creases of £5 to £6, with an
offer of just £1.50.

Yet the leaders of both
sections of workers still talk
in vague, guarded tones about
‘suspecting’ possible govern-
ment intervention behind the
scenes—without ever saying
how they propose to combat
1t.

The one question that
really scares hell out of the
miners’ and engineers’ chiefs
is: Do you think you can beat
the Tories alone?

But the Tories can be
defeated by joint mobiliza-
tion of engineers and miners.

On January 22 the Tories
propose to sign the Treaty of
Accession to the Common
Market sight unseen by those
who will be expected to
suffer its effects: the British
working class.

They will do so two days
after a key House of Com-
mons vote on the Tories’ sell-
out terms of fisheries, in
which there must be no re-
peat of the October 18 be-
trayal when Labour’s right
shored up Heath’s tottering
majority.

January 20 will undoubtedly
form a new focus for big
popular opposition to Com-
mon Market entry.

Yet neither Lawrence Daly,
the miners’ secretary, nor
AUEW president Hugh Scan-
lon has lifted a  finger to
whip right-wing Labour MPs
into line.

Daly and Scanlon must be
forced to do so. Much more
even than the fate of their
own pay claims depends on
it.

£181.74 needed
to complete

December Fund
£1.250 target

IT REALLY Is fantastic.
£163.52 arrived yesterday
bringing our total up to the
grand figure of £1,068.74. We
are overwhelmed by this mag-
nificent response. There Is no
doubt that if you keep this up
we can clear our target in
time. We cannot thank you
enough.

Immediately in the New
Year, our editorial board will
be travelling around the areas
to discuss plans for the
expansion of Workers Press,
with you, our readers. So let’'s
press on in the last few days
left. Rush ail last minute
donations to :

Workers Press Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High St,
London, SW4,
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Ultimatums fly on Clyde

Davies
~ gets tough
with UCS
stewards

FROM STEPHEN JOHNS IN GLASGOW

TORY INDUSTRY Secretary John Davies

warned Upper Clyde

Shipbuilders’ workers

yesterday — co-operate or shipbuilding on the
upper Clyde could collapse.

been charged with offences.

SIXTEEN men were arrested by troops in Ulster yesterday
in the 24 hours to 8 a.m. Most were from the Belfast area.
Since internment on August 9, 1,950 people have been
arrested under the Special Powers Act. At present 620 are
being held in detention centres. Only 18 of these have

Mr Geofirey Johnson Smith, Defence under-Secretary
(army), has admitted in the Commons that two boys, aged
13 and 15, were taken from their homes in Belfast by
British soldiers. He said the boys were taken into custody
by the army and then handed over to the RUC. The
Minister also revealed that both boys had been photo-
graphed and fingerprinted before being released. ‘I do not
intend to set up an inquiry,’ he added. ‘This is a matter
for the N Ireland government.’

CHRISTMAS
ON THE
CREGGAN
On-the-spot
Interviews with
Ulster workers
and their wives

Starts on p. 2 today

that the

begin.

Davies

policy of

divisions’.

yards.

government.

admitted
problem was the shop stewards’ official
insisting on
proposals’ covering four yards before
talks could start.

If union leaders like
boilermakers’ president, can persuade Break-
sea Tankships,
Clydebank,they could argue that their ‘cumu-
lative proposals’ ultimatum had been met.

SIX ALLEGED members of
the underground Portuguese
Communist Party have been
sentenced by a state security
court in Lisbon to up to two
years’ imprisonment and 15
years’ loss of political
rights. The six, including one
girl, were charged with being
members of the party and
organizing conspiratorial meet-
ings. The trial has been going
on since November 8

THE INCREASE in family
income supplements (FIS)
announced on Tuesday is
no more than a cheap gim-
mick by the Tory govern-
ment and a fraud from be-
ginning to end.

From its inception in
October 1970, the FIS system
has been used by the Tories
to drive another nail into the
welfare state and the free
health service.

Allegedly catering for the
needs of Britain’s poorest
150,000 families, it is in%tead
a ‘poor-law’ system based on
the holding down of wages
and the most vicious means
test.

The £1 increase takes the
maximum pay-out up to £5.
This is sheer window-dressing
of the cheapest sort.

For the average pay-out to
date has only been £1.72 a
week. And Brian O’Malley, a
Labour’s pensions’ spokesman,

BY PHILIP WADE

reckons only 50 per cent of
those entitled to claim have
done so.

The capitalist press as
usual, jumped into action to
hail Social Security Minister

Sir Keith Joseph’s masterly.

stroke.

What they did not make
clear, of course, is that the
increase will, in any case, only
take effect from April 4, 1972.

In other words, the soaring
cost of living will have more
than swamped any possible
few pence to be added to FIS.

With three days to Christ-
mas the Tories have tried a
stunt which only such a
reactionary crew of bankers,
financiers 'and  monopolists
could try.

Prices are rising at least
1lp in the £ each year, 1
million are on the dole,
millions of workers are
offered wage-cuts and thous-

Cost-of-living takes
the fizz out of FIS

ands of pensioners face

starvation.

Try asking for more and
the Tories reply with the
same viciousness as that
shown to Oliver Twist.

Yet what a charitable
season the Tories and their
Royal hangers-on have en-
joyed.

One family not on FIS was
awarded £1m.

As leader of Tory Sym-
phony  Orchestra, Edward
Heath got another £6,000.
For services to Europe an-
other £37,000. '

Harold Wilson—a 104 per
cent wage increase.

MPs 37 per cent etc., etc.

What about their friends in
business and the property
world? A means test? .

Jim Slater, “former partner
of Peter Walker, now Envir-
onment Minister, buys com-
pany after company. His firm
Slater Walker Securities

@ PAGE FOUR COL. 1

Speaking after a meeting with
UCS stewards, he made it clear

future of the Tory-

appointed company Govan Ship-
builders Ltd would be grim if
negotiations to establish ‘agreed
procedures and co-operation of the
workforce’ did not immediately

that the main

‘cumulative

He warned that there was no“active
‘buyer for' the Clydebank -yard: —~' - :
‘There 'is ‘fiow, a ‘danger of not seeing dis-
cussions that would make Govan Shipbuilders
a viable concern,’ he said. ‘There is no time
to lose, there is really no time to lose, we

really must get on with this task.’

+ He said that there was ‘a real danger of
Govan Shipbuildérs running out of work.

" “If they run out of work this will be a
big problem: for the company and the whole
of the Clyde for that matter.’

At a press conference the stewards, led by
James Reid and James Airlie reiterated their
formula that there could be no discussions
with Govan Shipbuilders except unless there
were ‘cumulative proposals covering the four

CONFRONTATION

Said Airlie: ‘If this drags on into the new
year there will be some form of confrontation
sooner or later and the way things are going
it looks like being sooner.’

He was referring to the shop stewards’
threat not to allow any more ships out of the

The next one is due for delivery from
Govan in mid-January.

There is, however, one way the CP Stalin-
ists can still avoid a battle with the Tory

Danny McGarvey,

a company ‘interested’ in

This would, of course, break
the shop stewards’ policy of
no meaningful discussions
without cast-iron guarantees
over Clydebank’s future.

But the co-ordinating com-
mittee are desperate to con-
tact Breaksea, a mysterious
American firm. They have en-
listed the support of ex-Clyde-
bank managing director John
Rannie.

The possibility of a firm bid
for Clydebank now appears re-
mote, howevér, as Davies
hinted yesterday.

@ Chief Govan Shipbuilders
executive Archie Gilchrist said
he hoped a feasibility study on
the Scotstoun yard would start
‘jelling’ by the second half of
January.

Deputy chairman Ken Doug-
las warned UCS shop stewards:

‘Any factor which tends to
bring the thing to a standstill
will militate against its even-
tual success.’

Sartre demands
justice for
Iran students

JEAN-PAUL Sartre has called
for action to support political
prisoners detained i Iran to
ensure ‘they get medical at-
tention and have an open
trial which foreigners can at-
tend. -

The Committee for the
Defence of Iranian Political
Prisoners, of which he is pre-
sident,” ‘has denounced arbi-
trary ‘arrests, tortures and
violations of the rights of the
defence in+a letter of protest
to Amir Abbas Hoveida, the
Iranian prime minister. It has
been signed by many pro-
minent French intellectuals.

IN YOUR CHRISTMAS
WORKERS PRESS
TOMORROW

Tomorrow's edition will be
the last before next Tuesday
December 28. But we can
promise you some enter-
taining and informative
reading for that odd
moment during the holidays.
For instance: Just how
much does Her Majesty
and the Burk House crowd
really earn? Jack Gale
will tell you, penny by
penny . . . stable by stable
. . . limousine by limousine
in ...

‘The Queen is in the
counting house . . .’

Of course, if you're not
getting quite as much as
the Royals, you can always.
pop down the West End
in London to do your
shopping. IAN YEATS went
among the Christmas
crowds during the week.
Just your ordinary common
or garden shoppers in
Bond Street and Burlington
Arcade, where the fur-
coated ladies slide from
their chauffeured Bentleys
to ‘window gaze’' at 2,000
guinea gems—and think
nothing of laying out the
cash (sorry, they're on
credit accounts) for them,
either.

ALSO:

:How the revisionists see
us and themselves'—
Comments on the Socialist
Labour League by the
International Marxist Group
and International Socialists.

AND :

Your TV programmes for
four days at a glance.

TOPPING THE LIST of a

number of other articles will

be exciting news about the

expansion and enlargement

of Workers Press In the
New Year.

All in all, an issue to look
forward to. So make sure
of your copy now by
telephoning our circulation
department: 01-622 7029.

Chinese
aid for

Sudan
butcher

THE CHINESE have just
signed an economic agreement
with Gen Numeiry’s Sudan
regime, which last summer
butchered thousands of com-
munists.

The agreement was signed
in Peking by the Deputy
President of the Sudan, Maj-
Gen Khalid Hasan Abbas, and
Li Hsien-nien, Vice-Premier of
China.

A big and enthusiastic
crowd turned up at the air-
port to see the visitors off.

The agreement includes a
Chinese credit to the Sudan
which will be no doubt used
to equip the repressive forces
to deal with the working class
and peasantry in one of the
most reactionary Islamic states.

The regime.is also carrying
on a repressive war against
black peoples in the S

Talks took place between
the visiting representatives of
the Sudanese military regime
and Li Teh-sheng, who is
politically responsible for the
Chl.nese army, Peng Chao-hui,
assistant chief of the general
staff and Hsiao King-kuang,

vice-minister of national
defenqe.
Peking has declared its

support for what it describes
as ‘the anti-imperialist policy’
of Khartoum.

Raids and
resignations
in Croatia

IN ANOTHER raid on a
student hostel in Zagreb,
Yugoslav police have arrested
352 people and confiscated
hostile literature and arms.

. The purge of nationalists
is  continuing throughout
Croatia. Latest to go includes
Croatian prime minister
Dragutin Haramija, who re-
signed, and the editor of the
daily ‘Vjesnik’,

Directors of - Zagreb radio
and TV may also be forced to
resign. They have been linked
wlth‘the nationalists in party
meetings called to consider
the crisis.
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—Christmas on the Bogside

NORA CANNING is 19. ‘Both my parents were also
interned during the war. My

HUNDREDS of workers in N Ireland will spend

. . 1 mother had five children then.
this Xmas interned. For them, as for thousands .She had been married for The youngest was a boy of three v
of unemployed workers and their families in & just over three months and the eldest was nine.

when her husband Cyrll, ‘I feel very bitter about what~

Ulster, the iestive season will be singularly my parents have had fo suffer
22, was interned on Sep- '

bleak.

‘The information they had was land to say what is right for him internment itself will not say we can’t get the money, only

While th li I . b 17 d tak m;hg}ﬁft&ﬁg i:rgeiddnowA Wher; way out. ’If‘helslr thought they hid Irelal;d or for India and Pak- break him. the train ticket.
; sted on Augus ot on the t i istan? ‘ ‘ se :
ile the ruling class are pouring caviare, tember and taken to 9, everybody was waiting for TR Sl A ) , ‘At Long Kesh they do every- But _it's no good going by
turk h d : y ’
urkey, champagne and brandy down their the now infamous Long  another swoop. I had been mar-x but he was never that Internment  definitely hasn’t  thing they can to break the train. You have to walk miles
throats, internees at Long Kesh internment ) ried for two-and-a-half months After Crumlin Road. Cyril worked this time. . men’s Spirits. from the station to get to the
camp will stage a hunger strike from midnight Kesh internment camp. when internment came this time . pon HOtRa" 0 T one Kesh, In this campaign more British ‘During the snow a few weeks  CanP.
Xmas Eve to Xmas Night. They will spend Xmas and I am expecting my first baby 'S then moved fo Long Resa. soldiers have been killed here  ago all the heating and lighting I asked Nora about recent
in over-crowded. rat-infested compounds which Nora’s father Sean Keenan in March. . ‘He is in a compound which than in Aden. The Tory govern- ~ was turned off. They locked  reports that the Stormont gov-
. , rati > o] s . . is supposed to hold 80 men. As ment dosen’t care about soldiers them up in the huts at 4.30 p.m. ernment was allegedly preparing
many of their relatives think are responsible for had already been ‘interned My husband had not been  far as I know there are now 96  getting killed. But I do think
recent outbreaks of scabies. from the first swoop made well. He has a heart condition  men there. they would like to see the vio-
h . due to rheumatic fever. ‘They’re sleeping in bunk lence ending.
In th? c’i[ﬂes,Bfami_lciies Iivg ig a state of semi; by ;he ?TZIY Onttgell;<;t10“0“5 ‘Cyril was arrested the. first bleldls) twith }:ﬁrdly any space at “They are losing all the time.
siege. In the Bogside an reggan areas O night of August 3, . night he stayed at his mother’s 3! Detween em.’ ‘How long can they afford to
Derry there is very little movement after dark. house. {Nora’s mother-in-law lives How had these two intern- keep all these soldiers here? I
Movement is limited as no buses run to the Her fatl;ler ‘Rxa;d {n‘st, of ‘vgg an tlgg LogefMoo}r1 Rgad area of ments affected her? can’t see this campaign ending
Lone Moor Road area and, after 6.30 p.m., . ;;ll(g,n 1tx(1) tB:lfastm lfagglexr, pr:lslen inoglflede.]foret?:;'eeet 3:eeﬁsh%%cgiig I ‘;’\;Vsh;rllozgydgatx;lrl;rin\:gstﬁgresxg; gg;ﬁttgefﬁ\iﬁ?i Sﬁ?lgn?irt of talks
- o : : n
buses to the Creggan area stop, when the last ;h(;gtgd'a}f 321; fcr?)%nlta: lfer(e:ntlaxlxllclex:’ - he was dll. L that the fight should go on. But ‘The government are trying to
p?toplteh Iu:ky’ enoul?h to have jobs return home Road nlg L an " "“‘For ‘the first 48 hours the §incel Eyril was arrested I would gxakg this into a religious fight,
after the day s work. : police and the army would not just like to see him get out and ut it’s not.
oL, ] ‘Internment has been affecting  tell me where he was. . I would go away. ‘It’s the Catholic people—
Xmas shopping is done under the hostile my life since I was very young,’ * ‘My whole thoughts now are  Decause they aren’t Unionist—
stare of British soldiers who stand on street iy Nora said. en I heard that he had been int N I that are feeling the injustices of
‘ e . d : taken to Ballykelly and kept  Internment, internment, Was - this regime
corners and in doorways with loaded weapons. ‘When I was five years old  there for one day. He was then  three months pregnant when )
Just last week, a woman was shot in the hand my father was arrested. moved to Palace Barracks in  Cyril was arrested. If it doesn’t
as she shopped because someone had fired a . ‘It was diﬁergnt l{henl. fﬁr a  Belfast.’ 3;}1"0130‘(’;; inyl%ré‘tav}fe;fe"; ﬂ,’; Support
‘ : i i al ster : h r ar o
shot at a soldier. In the centre of the city there start 1t jras t T th Ve Specials marriage without my husband. O s -
are coloured bulbs and decorations, every- Constabulary an p T. d 1 think that this is the first
, ry who arrested them. orture ‘At the moment I don’t want IRA campaign since the 1920s

where else there is almost total darkness. Many when the people have been

i shops do business behind heavily boarded ‘They didn’t just give you two 1 asked Nora if her husband igg :ﬁfs ‘ll)gb;oog“rsn;e?)hv;g of hav interested enough to give sup-
o ind 1 ian ‘Busi Usual’ ki minutes to get out of bed and  bad been tortured while he was : port.
.4 windows, only a sign ‘Business as Usual’ marks come. You at least had time to  in Palace Barracks. ‘Sometimgi 1 get so disheart- ‘Heath and Maudli
v4  these shops still open after the months of fight- - get some belongings together to \ ened. it eath and Maudling seem to
o ing take with you. 'We hear so many reports, but If they do 1 h forget that it’s not just the IRA
od . I don’t know. He is the sort of th hey o let them out soon that they have to beat but its
‘He was interned for four-and-  person who wouldn’t tell me any- ‘i?e. las lto‘ be some sort of the ordinary people and they
ey Fuel f or bi tterness Y a-half years then. wayhin case I would worry too ?i?nlé;canos’; “‘fm&gef:’}::r;t 130’;‘; catnthdo that. Init:erl;lmen‘t hlas
- ; . . much. ) A ’ ' r got the support of the people
mirlldlé?iyeI‘?L\::ytso&eeé‘lepohtlcally- ‘After he had béen in Palace 5o & % be any end to it. for‘ the campaign.
> In the Creggan estate, if anyone wants to i ' . . Barracks he was taken to Crum- “Yet if internment was ended My father had a broken nose
"a : %] ‘At the age of five you grow lin Road. tomorrow, Hume and Fitt [Social when he was in Crumlin,
> go out they risk a hazardous walk down New ¢} ; ‘ ] ) Democratic Labour MPs] and th P . . .
¢ Road ast an arm ost in the grounds of & up very quickly when your father In there he was locked up in ocratic Labour s] and the He said he got it playing
'3 » P ] .Y p . g has been interned. You want to the basement and  wasn’t others would go back into Stor- football. I don’t. know. At his
23 Essex International’s light-engineering factory. ™ know why he has been arrested  allowed to go to the toilet or  mont [at the moment they are  age I don’t think he plays foot-
! |f someone can afford 30p, they might think [  and what Republicanism is all  anything.’ ' .. Dgyeotting it] and I think: why  ball. . i
of hiring a taxi. But that is difficult since none F = about. , Had Nora’s husband been o0 >rormont exist atall ‘He also suffers from arthritis.
of the public phones work. . ‘My father is now 57 and this connected with the IRA? . ‘Ireland is too small a coun- ‘ ; 1 inter.
P . P i ' is thsé third time he has.’been ‘Well he sold papers and he try to be divided in the first - Yet now he looks ten years ﬁldﬂt‘e hafa%rlno?n ?ll:d the men t(:eec'lltdeOﬁ gg tMMflts td inter
: . > : e R 1 younger. I know that might ad to huadle together. nees pendants.
‘ in the Bogside and Creggan most of the interned. Yet .they have never  was politically-minded, but he - Place. seem funny, but it's because he ‘Now they' i th ‘I heard about this, but I
‘243 street lights are broken and the city’s ‘Develop- 1 “broken his spirit_and I know couldn’t do very much because:of - ‘I think every. country has the thinks . that. because. in . this “Mz,li(cjl‘slftone?'y r:ga?rl:‘emﬁgor; pwex;: haven't heard olfl them actl:xa]ly
by ‘ment Commission’ obviously does not think they 8 . now they never will. his health. right to freedom. Who is Eng- struggle the people are behind ' -on:™ LIRS LTI doing-it to-anyone yet.
g are worth repairing since renewed fighting ‘ , “The “Maidstone” is so old ‘They're getting pretty desper-
would see them broken again. . < ! L ' and is in terrible condition.  ate when they're talking about
. 4 They have little portholes as big  cutting off internees’ dependants’
The streets, in almost complete darkness, * as your face and when we came  money.
are hazardous. Pavements in many places to visit the only thing you could What about_the future of the
have been torn up during heavy street fight- see was their hands waving. struggle in Ireland?
> ing and broken stones and glass and rubble wa;rhg1 eon}iye cfl?m;lr% f%ax;ecirsea‘t,gr; _ ‘The interneesF thﬁ(mselv[ei 2y
it i it can’t go on. Faulkner [the
lie in heaps everywhere. On many corners, at small. Ireland premier] must be look-

‘They were only allowed out ing for a way out. I just can’t
for two hours a day. The lighting  see Stormont lasting.
was so bad in there that it used ‘At the moment there is no
to hurt their eyes when they opposition; the opposition MPs
came out into the light. Most of withdrew after internment was
the men who were in it now brought in.

nef'd glasses. ‘As long as there was an
'We are only allowed to see opposition they had the appear-
them once a week for half-an- ance of democracy, even though
hour, It takes us more time being  the opposition themselves weren’t
searched when we get there than doing anything for the people.

we are allowed to see them for. ‘I think Maudling and -Heath
‘Now as well they are cutting would like to see the opposition

the entrance to the areas, stand barricades of.
old, burnt-out cars, corrugated tin and cement
blocks as a reminder of the fact that since
internment began on August 9, the army have
only been able to ‘make short-lived forays but
have been promptly beaten out again. The Bog-
side and Creggan are now controlled by street
committees of local inhabitants and Provisional
IRA. '

Under these conditions, most people stay in-

LTI ST W ST .

i1 doors at night. Television news provides a con- .
¢4 stant source of fuel for anger and bitterness oet tthe trave(li grants we used to  back. They would like to have
¥: as they watch and listen to biased reports of get to go and see them. the semblance of a government.
B ‘We used to get a train ticket ‘They are going to have talks

army activity. Everyone is extremely cynical of
these reports. Arms ‘finds’, they.say, which are
reported to have increased since internment
began, are one thing to be suspicious of. One
woman said to me:

‘Why is it that the army always seem to find
exactly the same weapons every time? In my
opinion these “finds” are just propaganda to
keep up their own morale. And if they did
find anything, they'd report it every day for a
week, saying it was a new ‘“find”.’

to Lisburn or the equivalent of on a united Ireland,

3 e t the
the cost of the ticket if we won’t recognize the f)eg’:le tha,t’
wanted to go in a car. Now they are fighting for it.’
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the blinkers

Suffering under Tory rule

- K # i 3
‘ Ian Yeats looks at the Tory Press ¢ . . ‘ SECRETARY, SOCIALIST LABOUR LEAGUE,
Then there are the conflicting reports from . , . QUEEN MUM—like a Christmas tree. 186A CLAPHAM HIGH ST, LONDON, SW4.
es : IF YOU are one of those bers either hadn’t made up their ’ ’
the army and local citizens e'«rl]eryf t;n;e somfé 1 ho th bt fr minds or didn’t know enough !
one is shot. The recent death o year-o k people who thoug €e-  about it. ! R
Lee Martin McShane at Coalisland is just dom of the press meant CHa;rdly a staggering yes for . j Name oo 4 T S l
v ; o . arr

one examplﬁ. The. a’th maintain he wass ﬁjrlne‘?: ; what it said, you’ve got It was the same with the ques- I AAAress ...
and had taken aim at'some passing so . k a shock coming. tion inviting the public to say  bit in its reporting of events in TO GRASP the true flaseur of
Everyone else says he and his friends were A > ,  what they thought of the Act in  the Yugoslav republic of Croatia.  the Tory mind reflected so fully
playing a game andhhe had abtofy gun given to %oxidotns lgiv.emngl NteWS gerllzt(:)rrz;l); four ver cent of all Theh heTagdlme was haccurate gld th% prgss each day, Anne ' o

s . ndmother years before. said last week in reply to a - per cent of all re- enough—*Tito gets tough’. wards, the woman’s editor on R Ty B s NN IEE I e
him by his gra y - letter that it was ‘concerned  spondents approved and 43 per | But then we learn that Tito  the ‘Sunday Express’ is a rflust.

No one goes to bed very early. There is that the views of its readers cent of trade unionists. ; hag taken a ‘big step backwards’ Last week she was sending out =
always the danger that the army will try to | should be printed. den 56 psr cent of all respon- | which has L demonstrated SO¥ ey Christmas SreetngS. s

. = art ' ) . . of union , clearly how limited political free- ¢ 1
mount a surprise attack. This, if it does come, ‘But it would stop short of  members either hadn't made up - dom Ztill is in Yugo%lavia. is thoe rr?:(;:ern 21‘1vuei\11all;;ctauosfe tﬁg
is usually about 4 a.m. when the army expects 3 glrlll‘tllot;?gtg ;er::t?;cnrgggn?ntlguggiq thelrseénmds or were outright ‘Thce]: leadifs wgom Tito has fairy-tali chil};i who was the first °
everyone to be in bed. When the hooters go . Bost. . opposed. . ~ ousted are all good communists.’ to say that the emperor wore no
4 . y that | The figures for what people For the ‘Sunday Telegraph’ to clothes and continues to make so

off warning of an attack, the cry ‘All out, all thought about the Code of In- . describe any communists as  much sense on every subject that

'

WHILE the ‘News’ was stripping dustrial Relations Practice were ‘good’ is enough to excite doubt it’s no wonder some people think

out!’ resounds through the streets. i
the wool away, the ‘Evening evén more staggering in their flat '~ in even the most politically he’s a trifle mad.’

From the internment camps, too, there are | Standard’ was busy pulling on  contradiction of the ‘Standard’s’ ' naive, let alone those who know 1 wouldn't have mi £17.12 for 12 months (312 iseues)
constant reports that the internees do not | the blinkers. bold headline. the men_ referred to are right-  Christmas inttro for thelssgSlds}.ler £8.56 for § months (158 issues)
sleep well. Dogs are constantly provoked by E 'gln Wegnesday htheg]‘ cameMout Segenty-ﬁ';;e pe}: °ef,“ of all r]e- ‘ i‘rxlgngthl:aatrlx?:sath%tls' c(:iapafblgrofj turn- "I{nl a mood c:f se_asshonal hgood £4.29 for 3 months (78 lssues)
. : wi a banner headline ‘Most spondents thought things would ind o ind eyes wi propose to wish a ha .
the army throwu:\g stt%nes_dand fbt?\rkhaltl ?(lght._ people approve Carr labour Act.  get. worse or S ndnt Sade up  Om a_ creeping restoration of  Christmas to those people "Ry i you want to take Workers Press twice a week the rates are:
_Batons are run along the sides of the nuts keep Incredulous, I examined their their minds or hadn’t heard of it. capitalism. have done most to take my mind £1.32 for 3 months (24 issues)
ing men awake. Men who have been Subjected i poll carried out for them by The figure for trade unionists off the depressing news from £5.28 for 12 months (96 issues
to heavy torture, relatives say, sometimes rave Opinion Research Centre. was 72 per cent, CARTOONS have always been a  Belfast and Bangla Desh.’ Fill in the form beiow NOW and send to :
throughout the night -and* others have to stay ¢ _ Beneath its misleading head- Fifty-nine per cent of all re- g&;??st Z,‘;hlt%l: fé);yc:r:(rin i{lltglgf, %x} str(usghgeles igf xxfgi-]l(:i:rgs ar?go;etasag:: Circulstion Dept., Workers Prees, 188a Cmm- High 8t
up with fhem and try to calr them. B e there appeared a carfuly-  spondents and 5O per cemt of fne "Sun has taken a consisens fop their ights) " —
Co ’ . R ; . : . & view of events in Ulster. ‘To the Que m—| .
Most men tell-their-relatives very little about  F ‘The campaigns by the TUC ;ﬂgkmg ;'ﬂlghlthe COHAmaSSwn the His latest offering last Monday  whenever IQseeex;his ulittlebfi?xamugs , -
their -own sufferinigs«because they are afraid £ and many trade union leaders to  Industrial Relations. And on the  ¢h45uws two Mafia-like figures  ling figure with her dimpling'' | would like to take out a subscription to Workers Press.
h : oppose Mr Robert Carr's Indus-  critical question of should unions  Ganding in an alley watching a  smile, sparkling from . head: to:,
they will cause too "PUCh worry and fam“ety' trial Relations Act is opposed by ~ Work with the Act, 54 pef"cent by f31) dead from an over- foot ’likg a Chgrist? ¢ oo sho ‘ Days required MONDAY THURSDAY
Workers Pressp,l;as interviewed 'relatlves Pf most people in Britain who have  Of all respondents were opposed  tyrned pram while elsewhere the  gives me a cosy fe:l?:g. ree, € {Ploase tick) TUESDAY FRIDAY
internees front 'Derry and the Bogside who will any views on the subject. and g7 per cent of trade union  t4wp burns and mobs rampage. ‘It is good to see someone en- WEDNESDAY SATURDAY
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HOURS after the liberation of Dacca by Indian
and Bengali troops, JAN YEATS obtained this
interview with Dacca MP Subid Al

INDEPENDENT Bangla
Desh will treat Pakistani
businessmen the same as
all other foreign
nationals, Dacca MP
Subid Ali told me only
hours after Indian troops
had liberated the city
from the butchers = of
Bengal.

He said this would happen,
‘f friendly relations between
India and Pakistan grow and
it is to the benefit of the
people’.

Foreign aid and the labour of
Bengal's 75 million population
are to be the basis of the nation’s
economic ‘recovery’ after nine
crippling war-ravaged months.

‘Everything depends very much
on how other states give us aid
to build up our shattered econ-
omy,” Ali told me, commenting
on the desirability of a~ prompt
influx of foreign capital.

‘If the people work with thé
same enthusiasm as they gave
our fight for independence, there
shouldn’t be too many difficul-
ties.’

Aims

India is naturally regarded as
most likely to give the. imme-
diate aid the Bengalis hope for,
but Ali appealed to Britain as
well to recognize his country
and open trade relations.

‘Britain and India will both
be wanting jute, and in return
we can get moving to repair our
industries and for future indus-
trial development.’

Ali admitted post-war recon-
struction would be hard. Ten
million refugees to feed, house
and cloth besides the millions of
others with dislocated incomes.

‘Bangla Desh has attracted
people for centuries because of
its wealth. If this is not true,
w_}?zy did Pakistan want to keep
it?

‘If this wealth is utilized by
our people for the benefit of the

country, it willl be a happy
place.’
An Awami League member

Ali claimed the policy of the
new government would be to try
to ensure ‘the rich don’t grow
richer - while the poor grow
-poorer’,

The Party has plans to nation-

alize the banks and heavy indps-_

tries, most of which were pre-
viously owned by W Pakistanis.

Ali told me: *‘Bangla Desh
won’t remain capitalist if by this
you mean the bourgeoisie. There
will definitely be no scope for
them. We are aiming at social-
ism. We want a society where
there will be no economic exploi-
tation.

_ ‘We shall go for nationaliza-
tion of the big, heavy industries
like steel, chemicals and elec-

*

Bangla Desh:*

capitalist
management’

Dacca MP, Mr Subid Ali.

tricity and we have a plan to
nationalize the banks and insur-
ance companies.’

Sentiment

But Ali denied there would be
workers' control. “Workers would
not be shareholders, but they
would participate as much as
they could and would generally
benefit from. production.’

Commenting on the
bility of compensating previous
owners Ali said it ‘would be
done according to the sentiment
of the people. and the alterna-
tives available’.

And he added: ‘We cannot
nationalize everything at- once
because of ' the chaos and the
problems of training man-
power.’

Turning to agriculture he said
this would be mechanized and
organized on a co-operative
basis with individual owners
pooling their land while retain-

possi--

ing full individual rights over it.

‘Ninety per cent of our people
are peasants and we have a very
special plan for them because
they have suffered the worst.

‘Ultimately we will distribute
the land so there are no land-
less peasants. But immediately
anyone owning only up to four
acres of land would have his
debt to the state cancelled and
would in future be exempt from
paying revenues to the govern-
ment,

Nationalizing

‘Jute will be nationalized to
check the exploitation of the
poor peasants who will be given
a reasonable price for their raw
jute by a jute marketing board.

‘The profit made will be
invested for the benefit of the
jute industry and the ordinary
jute growers.

‘The government will also help
the cottage industfies.
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‘We will ensure something like
a welfare state for the minimum
necessities of life—that is hous-
ing, health,
and a minimum wage.

‘Workers will have substan-
tial control of industry through
the trade unions to whom we
shall give all help and facilities.”

In the new secular state, Ali
claimed, non-Bengalis would be
treated the same as citizens of

* Bangla Desh.

‘Men and women will have the
vote and whatever we do will
be done according to the wishes
of the people.

‘Naturally any political parties
that oppose the people would
not be allowed.’

Explaining what would happen
to the guerrillas who have fought
te make Bangla Desh a reality,
Ali said: ‘They will voluntarily
lay down their arms. They know
they have done their job and
that they are needed for national
reconstruction. 5

‘We won’t need a vast army.
Just a token army to maintain

law and order in times of
emergency.’
The Indians were helping

them find their feet with army
and civil officers, but Ali said
these would leave as soon as
Bengalis could take over.

Non-aligned

He said his country’s foreign
policy would be non-aligned and
discussing relations - with W
Bengal he said:

‘We don’t consider relations
with W Bengal in particular. W
Bengal is part and parcel of
India and she will be benefited
as a result of our trade rela-
tions with India.’

He said he saw no reason

why the world shouldn’t recog-
nize Bangla Desh, including Pak-
istan, whom he stressed ‘had no
right to keep Sheikh Mujibur

Rahmah—the head of state of an

independent country’.

If Pakistan releases Mujib, he
said: ‘This will do a great deal
in  normalizing relations

friendly relations.”

But war is ‘war and Ali warned

that the sentiment of the people

was ‘very strong’ against colla-

_ borators, though he emphasized

that his government had prom-
ised they would be dealt with
according to the law of the land.

BBC 1, ‘The Great St Trinian’s Traln Robbery’.
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unemployment pay’

with
Pakistan and might help create

Rhetoric for workers
- Profit for bosses

BY MICHAEL BANDA

SUBID ALI'S remarks will come
as no surprise to regular readers
of the Workers Press.

They confirm in every detail,
and with unremarkable disingen-
uousness, the Trotskyist thesis
that the nationalist parties in
Bangla Desh — the Awami
League, the National Awami
Party and their Stalinist hangers-
on—are intent on retaining E
Bengal’s status as a client state
of world imperialism. . .

They only wisnh to change
one form of bankrupt capitalism,
under Yahya Khan, to another,
under the patronage of . the
Indian capitalists. .

‘The message ;of the Awami
League is strangely familiar. It is
the message of every ruling class
which wishes to secure the
fruits of an heroic struggle con-
ducted by the workers and
peasants: ‘The workers will work
“with enthusiasm” of course—

late’. 7 |
As usual thére
demagogy about

and the cap_i-%;alii‘st@ will accumu--

is the ‘left’
‘sacrifice’,

- ‘national interest’, ‘equality’ and

even the ‘abolition of the bour-
geoisie’,

Considering the fact that
Chiang Kai-shek and other
leaders of the Kuomintang were
prepared even-to go to Moscow
and shout ‘Long live the world
revolution’ so that the working
class could be more effectively
repressed, the statement of this
Awami League spokesman is very
much in the tradition of bour-
geois nationalism.

Rhetoric for the workers —
profits for the capitalists, land-
lords and bankers.

What are the main problems
facing Bangla Desh workers and
peasants?

They are:

b Rural and urban unemploy-
ment.

@ Primitive  agriculture con-
ducted on economic holdings by
an__ extremely poor, debt-ridden
and oppressed peasantry.

The low productivity of agri-
culture means a small surplus
produced at a relatively high
cost. This exploitation and
unemployment of peasantry and
their indebtedness also helps to
depress the living standards of
workers in the towns and there-
by restricts the home market,

Mukti Bahini guerrillas carry a wounded comrade.

retards industrialization and
intensifies the dependence of
Bangla Desh upon imperialist
finance and industry.

Dependence on  imperialist
loans in turn leads to further
exploitation of the peasantry,
through  increased direct and
indirect taxation, greater rural
and urban unemployment and an
exacerbation of industrial under-
development.

(It has recently been estimated
that, by 1978, capital flowing out
of Asian countries in the form
of payments on interest and prin-
cipal on foreign loans will exceed

‘

Lessons of October ..................... Leon Trotsky 60p

Behind the Moscow Trial ......... Max Shachtman
Permanent Revolution and _
Results and Prospects ............ Leon Trotsky  75p

All for £2 including postage

Complete form below and post to:
Special Xmas Offer, New Park Publications
186a Clapham High Street, London, SW4.
Tel.: 01-822 7029

Amount enclosed () e T e

75p

capital loans to Asian countries
by 52 per cent.)

The only way out of the
vicious cycle is the transfer of
political power to the workers
and peasants; the nationalization
of land, industry, banks and a
campaign to end unemployment
and reliance on foreign ‘aid’
through the gradual collectiviza-
tion of the peasantry and imme-
diate idustrialization on a plan-
ned basis.

Utopian

The reforms envisaged by Al
are capitalist reforms aimed at a
minima] redistribution of rural
income, i

They do not affect vitally the
property relations which pre-
vailed under the previous regime
and in the time of the British
Raj.

So long as these property rela-
tions exist, Bangla Desh will
remain an underdeveloped coun-
try with mounting unemployment

and foreign debt—Ali’s Utopian

hopes notwithstanding.

Not so

IF YOU think TUC chief Vic
Feather doesn’t look too happy
in the picture above, you'd prob-
ably be right.

You see the bespectacled, be-
chinned and bow-tied bed stand-
ing next to him is Irwin Lippe,
labour attaché at the US embassy
in London. And friend Irwin has
just dropped a bit of a brick.

The unhappy occasion was last
month’s London conference on
industrial relations legislation
sponsored by Leo Kramer Inter-
national Ltd.

‘Lippy’ Lippe, as he must in-
evitably be called, devoted several
hundred words to eulogizing the
American system of trade union
law, on which the Tory Indus-
trial Act Feather claims to oppose
is based.

But he led into these remarks
with a lot of guff about how the
average US worker ‘is not an-
tagonistic to the capitalistic sys-
tem as such’, prefers quick action
for quick results to ‘pie-in-the-
sky’ changes in the system, be-
lieves he has ‘access ‘to the
powers ‘and favours of'i’govern-
ment’—in fact all the things the
TUC is trying to tell workers in
Britain.

And the heart of Feather, who
privately believes that all left-
wing groups are just ‘barnacles
on the boat’ (the ship of state?),
must” hdve missed a béat when
the American intoned :

‘. . . the American worker did
not have to fall in with radical
political groups in order to in-
fluence government . . .

It’s a pity about Lippy . .

The workers’
judge

WHAT KIND of men will be
investigating trade unionists who
get on the wrong side of the
Tories’ Industrial Relations Act?,

One of them is Harold de
Ville, a member of the Com-
mission on Industrial Relations.

De Ville is executive director
of British Insulated Callender’s
Cables (BICC), with special
responsibility for personnel and
productivity.

Last year he played the lead-
ing role in preventing the BICC
staff association merging with
Clive Jenkins’ Association of
Scientific, Technical and Man-
agerial Staffs. . '

The staff association’s central
committee backed the merger
and the issue was put to the
vote of the 8,000 members.

De Ville struck back at this
attempt to build a union in his
industrial empire by withdrawing
all facilities from the associa-
tion.

He stopped them using notice-
boards, which made it difficult
to hold meetings and campaign °
for the merger.” He encouraged
members not to vote via a circu-
lar tc all the staff. !

As a result, the proposal was
narrowly defeated — since a
majority of the total membership
needed to vote in favour before
the move could go ahead.

The association therefore
remains in the best non-militant
traditions of these kind of organ-
izations.

Its two full-time officials are
paid by the company and, of
course, it has been accepted
onto the ‘provisional trade union
register under the Act.

In order to get onto the full
register, the Registrar has to be
satisfied that it is an independ-
ent organization—‘not under the
control of an employer’.

Fourth International
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HOURS after the liberation of Dacca by Indian
and Bengali troops, IAN YEATS obtained this
interview with Dacca MP Subid Ali.

4

INDEPENDENT Bangla
Desh will treat Pakistani
businessmen the same as
all other foreign
nationals, Dacca MP
Subid Ali told me only
hours after Indian troops
had liberated the city
from the butchers . of
Bengal.

He said this would happen,
‘if friendly relations between
India and Pakistan grow and
it is to the benefit of the
people’.

Foreign aid and the labour of
Bengal’s 75 million population
are to be the basis of the nation’s
economic ‘recovery’ after nine
crippling war-ravaged months.

‘Everything depends very much
on how other states give us aid
to build up our shattered econ-
omy, Ali told me, commenting
on the desirability of a- prompt
influx of foreign capital.

‘If the people work with thé
same enthusiasm as they gave
our fight for independence, there
shouldn’t be too many difficul-
ties.’

Aims

India is naturally regarded as
most likely to give the imme-
diate aid the Bengalis hope for,
but Ali appealed to Britain as
well to recognize his country
and open trade relations.

‘Britain and India will both
be wanting jute, and in return
we can get moving to repair our
industries and for future indus-
trial development.’

Ali admitted post-war recon-
struction would be hard. Ten
million refugees to feed, house
and cloth besides the millions of
others with dislocated incomes.

‘Bangla Desh has attracted
people for centuries because of
its wealth. If this is not true,
why did Pakistan want to keep
it?

‘If this wealth is utilized by
our people for the benefit of the
country, it willl be a happy
place.’

An Awami League member
Ali claimed the policy of the
new government would be to try
to ensure ‘the rich don’t grow
richer - while the poor grow
-poorer’.

The Party has plans to nation-

alize the banks and heavy indus-.

tries, most of which were pre-
viously owned by W Pakistanis.

Ali told me: ‘Bangla Desh
won’t remain capitalist if by this
you mean the bourgeoisie. There
will definitely be no scope for
them. We are aiming at social-
ism. We want a sociefty where
there will be no economic exploi-
tation.

. ‘We shall go for nationaliza-
tion of the big, heavy industries
like steel, chemicals and elec-

-’

capitalist
agement’

Dacca MP, Mr Subid Ali.

tricity and we have a plan to
nationalize the banks and insur-
ance companies.’

Sentiment

But Ali denied there would be
workers’ control. ‘Workers would
not be shareholders, but they
would participate as much as
they could and would generally
benefit from production.’

Commenting on the possi-
bility of compensating previous
owners Ali said it ‘would be
done according to the sentiment
of the people. and the alterna-
tives available’.

And he added: ‘We cannot
nationalize everything at once
because of the chaos and the
problems of training man-
power.’

Turning to agriculture he said
this would be mechanized and
organized on a co-operative
basis with individual owners
pooling their land while retain-

ing full individual rights over it.

‘Ninety per cent of our people
are peasants and we have a very
special plan for them because
they have suffered the worst.

‘Ultimately we will distribute
the land so there are no land-
less peasants. But immediately
anyone owning only up to four
acres of land would have his
debt to the state cancelled and
would in future be exempt from
paying revenues to the govern-
ment.

Nationalizing

‘Jute will be nationalized to
check the exploitation of the
poor peasants who will be given
a reasonable price for their raw
jute by a jute marketing board.

‘The profit made will be
invested for the benefit of the
jute industry and the ordinary
jute growers.

‘The government will also help
the cottage industfies.

BBC 1

9.00 NEWS and weather.

11.00 24 HOURS.

11.50 Weather.

BBC =2

11.00-11.25 Piay school.

11.30 LATE NIGHT LINE-UP.

TV

show. 5.50 News.

6.35 CROSSROADS.

Lamour. :

9.30 THIS WEEK.
10.00 NEWS AT TEN.

adventures.
11.00 MARCUS WELBY MD.
12.00 IT MATTERS TO ME.

7.30 NEWSROOM and weather.
8.00 COLLECTOR'S WORLD. Christmas feast, stocking and cards.

8.30 THE VIEW FROM DANIEL PIKE. Roddy McMillan as Pike
in ‘A Tale of Two Cities'.

9.20 SHOW OF THE WEEK. Vera Lynn with the Young Generation.
10.05 NEWS ON 2 and weather.

10.10 FILM: ‘Une Parislenne’. 1957 Brigitte Bardot in her second
major film. Also with Charles Boyer. :

6.00 TODAY. Eamonn Andrews.

12.55-1.25 Tresarn. 1.30 Pogles’ wood. 1.45-1.53 News and weather.

4.15 Play school. 4.40 Jackanory. 4.55 Biue Peter. 5.20 Dr Dolittle.

5.44 Magic roundabout. 5.50 News and weather.

6.00 NATIONWIDE. Your region tonight.

6.50 TOM AND JERRY. Quiet please.

7.00 OWEN MD. Nigel Stock. ‘The Kingfisher’ part 2. ¢

7.30 FILM: ‘THE GREAT ST TRINIAN'S TRAIN ROBBERY’.
Ronald Searle’s infamous young ladies move to a new

academy where train robbers have hidden their loot.
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‘We will ensure something like
a welfare state for the minimum
necessities of life—that is hous-

ing, health, unemployment pay’

and a minimum wage.

‘Workers will have substan-
tial control of industry through
the trade unions to whom we
shall give all help and facilities.”

In the new secular state, Ali
claimed, non-Bengalis would be
treated the same as citizens of
Bangla Desh.

‘Men and women will have the
vote and whatever we do will
be done according to the wishes
of the people.

‘Naturally any political parties
that oppose the people would
not be allowed.’

Explaining what would happen
to the guerrillas who have fought
to make Bangla Desh a reality,
Ali said: ‘They will voluntarily
lay down their arms. They know
they have done their job and
that they are needed for national
reconstruction.

‘We won’t need a vast army.
Just a token army to maintain
law and order in times of
emergency.’

The Indians were helping
them find their feet with army
and civil officers, but Ali said
these would leave as soon as
Bengalis could take over.

Non-aligned

He said his country’s foreign
policy would be non-aligned and
discussing relations with W
Bengal he said:

‘We don’t consider relations
with W Bengal in particular. W
Bengal is part and parcel of
India and she will be benefited
as a result of our trade rela-
tions with India.’

He said he saw no reason
why the world shouldn’t recog-
nize Bangla Desh, including Pak-
istan, whom he stressed ‘had no
right to keep Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman—the head of state of an
independent country’.

If Pakistan releases Mujib, he
said: ‘This will do a great deal
in normalizing relations with
Pakistan and might help create
friendly relations.’

But war is war and Ali warned
that the sentiment of the people
was ‘very strong’ against colla-

. borators, though he emphasized
that his government had prom-
ised they would be dealt with
according to the law of the land.

REGIONAL BBC

All regions as BBC-1 except:
Wales:  6.00 Wales today. 6.50
Heddiw. 7.15-7.25 Tom and

Jerry. 11.52 Weather.
Scotland, N Ireland,

English
regions: 6.00-6.50 and 11.52 News.

REGIONAL 1TV

CHANNEL: 3.30-3.55 Yoga. 4.05
Origami. 4.18 Puffin. 4.22 Nanny
and the professor. 4.55 London.
6.00 News. 6.15 Sport. 6.35 Lon-
don. 7.00 Film: ‘Cattle Drive’ Joel
McCrea, Dean Stockwell. 8.30 This
is your life. 9.00 London. 11.03
Treasures of the British Museum. .
11.30 News, weather,

WESTWARD. As Channel except:
3 Gus Honeybun. 4.18 News.
6.00 Diary. 10.59 News. 11.30
Sing Noel. 11.35 Weather.

SOUTHERN: 1.40 Sara and Hop-
pity. 1.55 Film: ‘A  Yank at
Oxford” Robert Taylor, Lionel
Barrymore, Vivien Leigh, Maureen
O’Sullivan. 3.35 Horoscope. 3.40
Women. 4.10 Houseparty. 4.23 All
this and rabbit stew. 4.30 Cross-
roads. 4.55° London. 6.00 News.
6.30 Junkin. 7.00 Film: ‘There Was
a Crooked Man’ Norman Wisdom,
Susannah York. 9.00 London. 11.00
News. 11.10 Marty Feldman. 12.10
Weather. It’s all yours.

HARLECH: 2.20 Pippi Longstock
ing. 2.45 Sesame st. 3.50 Some are
so lucky. 4.15 Tinkertainment. 4.30
Crossroads. 4.55 London. 6.01
Report West. 6.18 Report Wales.
6.35. Sky’s the limit. 7.10 Film:
‘Tunes of Glory’ John Mills, Alec
Guinness, 9.00 London. 10.30 Seeds
of love. 11.00 London.

HTV West as above except: 6.18-
6.35 Sport.

HTV Wales and HTV Cymru/Wales
as_above except: 2.00-2.45 Sooty.
4.55 Skippy. 5.20-5.50 Dibyn-
Dobyn. 6.01-6.18 Y Dydd. 10.30-
11.00 Songs of the Celts.

ANGLIA: 2.00 Mr Piper. 2.25
. 3.15 Randall and Hop-
kirk. 4.05 Women. .4.35 News.
4.40 Rupert Bear. 4.55 London.
6.00 News. 6.20 Arena. 6.35 Lon-
don. 7.00 Sky’s the  limit. 7.30
Film: *‘The Black Knight® Alan
Ladd. 9.00 London. 10.30 Carols.
11.00 Cinema. 11.30 Avengers.

ATV MIDLANDS: 1.40 Paulus.
1.55 Survival. 2.20 Thunderbirds.
3.10 Yoga. 3.35 Horoscope. 3.45
Women. 4.10 Family affairs. 4.40
Rupert Bear. 4.55 London.  6.00
Today. 6.35 London. 7.00 Sky’s
the limit, 7.30 Film; °‘Kill ‘or
Cure’ Terry-Thomas, Eric Sykes,
Dennis Price, Lionel Jeffries. 9.00
London.

ULSTER: 4.00 Yoga. 4.30 Romper
room, 4.50 News. 4.55 London.
6.00 News. 6.15 Daves explores.
6.35 London. 7.00 Film: ‘The
Russians are Coming, the Russians
are Coming’ Eva Marie Saint,
Alan Arkin, 9.00 London, 11.00
What’s it all about? 11.20 Trea-
sures of the British Museum.

YORKSHIRE: 3.15 Pied pipers.
3.20 Matinee. 3.45 Yoga. 4.05
News. 4.10 Women. 4.40 Ori-
gmai. 4.55 London, 6.00 News.
6.30 Smith family. 7.00 Cartoon,
7.15 Film: ‘Finders Keepers’ Cliff
Richard, Robert Morley. 9.00.
London. 10.30 Sport. 11.05 Cinema.
11.35 Drive in.

GRANADA: 3.40 Cooking. 4.05
News. Towards the year 2000. 4.35
Rupert Bear. 4.55 London. 6.00
News. 6.15 Put it in writing. 6.20
Sylvester. 6.35 Film: ‘The Key’
William Holden, Sophia Loren,
9.00 London, 11.05 Human jungle.

TYNE TEES; 3.05 Pied piper. 3.10
Ballet. 3.40 Looking at glass. 4.05
News. 4.40 Origami. 4.55 London.
6.00 Today. 6.30 Tournament. 7.00
Popeye. 7.05 Film: ‘The Mountain
Read’ James Stewart. 9.00 London,
10.30 Police call, 10.35 Sport.
11.05 Cinema. 11.35 Drive in,
12.00 News. 12.15 Epilogue.

SCOTTISH: 3.30 Peter. 3.45 Cross-
roads. 4.10 Crossroads. 4.19 Date-
line. 4.55 London. 6.00 Dateline.
6.15 A place of her own. 7.00
Film: ‘Rhapsody’ Elizabeth Tay-
lor, 9.00 London. 11.00 Late call.
11.05 Prisoner.
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Bangla Desh remains a client state of world imperialism.

Rhetoric for workers
-~ Profit for bosses

SUBID ALI'S remarks will come
as no surprise to regular readers
of the Workers Press.

They confirm in every detail,
and with unremarkable disingen-
uousness, the Trotskyist thesis
that the nationalist parties in
Bangla Desh — the Awami
League, the National Awami
Party and their Stalinist hangers-
on—are intent on retaining E
Bengal's status as a client state
of world imperialism.

They only wish to change
one form of bankrupt capitalism,
under Yahya Khan, to another,
under the patronage of the
Indian capitalists.

‘The message ,of the Awami
League is strangely familiar. It is
the message of every ruling class
which wishes to secure the
fruits of an haroic struggle con-
ducted by the workers and
peasants: ‘The workers will work
“with enthusiasm” of course—

and the capj',”:;\l'j;ftqfj will accumu--

late’. LI O
As usual there’ is the ‘left’
demagogy about ‘sacrifice’,

‘national interest’, ‘equality’ and
even the ‘abolition of the bour-
geoisie’.

Considering the fact that
Chiang Kai-shek and other
leaders of the Kuomintang were
prepared even-to go to Moscow
and shout ‘Long live the world
revolution’ so that the working
class could be more effectively
repressed, the statement of this
Awami League spokesman is very
much in the tradition of bour-
geois nationalism.

Rhetoric for the workers —
profits for the capitalists, land-
lords and bankers.

What are the main problems
facing Bangla Desh workers and
peasants?

They are:

@ Rural and urban unemploy-
ment.

@ Primitive  agriculture con-
ducted on economic holdings by
an extremely poor, debt-ridden
and oppressed peasantry.

The low productivity of agri-
culture means a small surplus
produced at a relatively high
cost. This exploitation and
unemployment of peasantry and
their indebtedness also helps to
depress the living standards of
workers in the towns and there-
by restricts the home market,

Lessons of October ..................... Leon Trotsky 60p
Behind the Moscow Trial ......... Max Shachtman 75p
Permanent Revolution and

Results and Prospects ............ Leon Trotsky 75p

All for £2 including postage

Complete form below and post to:
Speélal Xmas Offer, New Park Publications
186a Clapham High Street, London, SW4.
Tel.: 01-822 7029

Amount enclosed (£2) € .....cccoceuvviiininieirnrncncncecannes

BY MICHAEL BANDA

Mukti Bahini guerrillas carry a wounded comrade.

retards industrialization and
intensifies the dependence of

Bangla Desh wupon imperialist
finance and industry.
Dependence on  imperialist

loans in turn leads to further
exploitation of the peasantry,
through increased direct and
indirect taxation, greater rural
and urban unemployment and an
exacerbation of industrial under-
development.

(It has recently been estimated
that, by 1978, capital flowing out
of Asian countries in the form
of payments on interest and prin-
cipal on foreign loans will exceed

capital loans to Asian countries
by 52 per cent.)

The only way out of the
vicious cycle is the transfer of
political power to the workers
and peasants; the nationalization
of land, industry, banks and a
campaign to end unemployment
and reliance on foreign ‘aid’
through the gradual collectiviza-
tion of the peasantry and imme-
diate idustrialization on a plan-
ned basis.

Utopian

The reforms envisaged by Ali
are capitalist reforms aimed at a
minimal redistribution of rural
income. ‘

They do not affect vitally the
property relations which pre-
vailed under the previous regime
and in the time of the British
Raj.

So long as these property rela-
tions exist, Bangla Desh will
remain an underdeveloped coun-
try with mounting unemployment
and foreign debt—Ali’s Utopian
hopes notwithstanding.

IF YOU think TUC chief Vic
Feather doesn’t look too happy
in the picture above, you'd prob-
ably be right.

You see the bespcectacled, be-
chinned and bow-tied bod stand-
ing next to him is Irwin Lippe,
labour attaché at the US embassy
in London. And friend Irwin has
just dropped a bit of a brick.

The unhappy occasion was last
month’s London conference on
industrial relations legislation
sponsored by Leo Kramer Inter-
national Ltd.

‘Lippy’ Lippe, as he must in-
evitably be called, devoted several
hundred words to eulogizing the
American system of trade union
law, on which the Tory Indus-
trial Act Feather claims to oppose
is based.

But he led into these remarks
with a lot of guff about how the
average US worker ‘is not an-
tagonistic to the capitalistic sys-
tem as such’, prefers quick action
for quick results to ‘pie-in-the-
sky’ changes in the system, be-
lieves he has ‘access to the

‘powers and favours of'-'govern-

ment'—in fact all the things the
TUC is trying to tell workers in
Britain.

And the heart of Feather, who
privately believes that all left-
wing groups are just ‘barnacles
on the boat’ (the ship of state?),
must” hdave missed a béat when
the American intoned :

‘. . . the American worker did
not have to fall in with radical
political groups in order to in-
fluence government . . .’

It’s a pity about Lippy . .

The workers’
judge

WHAT KIND of men will be
investigating trade unionists who
get on the wrong side of the

Tories’ Industrial Relations Act?,

One of them is Harold de
Ville, a member of the Com-
mission on Industrial Relations.

De Ville is executive director
of British Insulated Callender’s
Cables (BICC), with special
responsibility for personnel and
productivity.

Last year he played the lead-
ing role in preventing the BICC
staff association merging =~ with
Clive Jenkins’ Association of
Scientific, Technical and Man-
agerial Staffs. . ‘

The staff association’s central
committee backed the merger
and the issue was put to the
vote of the 8,000 members.

De Ville struck back at this
attempt to build a union in his
industrial empire by withdrawing
all facilities from the associa-
tion.

He stopped them using notice-
boards, which made it difficult
to hold meetings and campaign
for the merger. He encouraged
members not to vote via a circu-
lar tc all the staff. !

As a result, the proposal was
narrowly defeated — since a
majority of the total membership
needed to vote in favour before
the move could go ahead.

The association therefore
remains in the best non-militant
traditions of these kind of organ-
izations.

Its two full-time officials are
paid by the company and, of
course, it has been accepted
onto the provisional trade union
register under the Act.

In order to get onto the full
register, the Registrar has to be
satisfied that it is an independ-
ent organization—‘not under the
control of an employer’.

Fourth International

ouT
Now,

pBolivia ®lukacs
aThe struggle for

o
25“ power




[

Il o

e e

NP

N

PAGE FOUR

Workers Press, Thursday December 23, 1971

Kraft
strike
in 6th

week

WORKERS at Kraft Foods,
Kirkby, near Liverpool, are
in the sixth week of a bitter
strike over the sacking of
a fitter.

Each day pickets watch the
production workers at the
plant file through the gates
and work with supervisors
who are doing the work of
the 150 craftsmen on strike.

But one of their leaders,
Eric Staniford, explained that
he did not blame the mainly
female labour force.

‘Some time ago manage-
ment announced that they
were 180 workers surplus to
requirements. The girls have
this redundancy threat hang-
ing over them all the time.
If‘ they refuse to work with
the scabs they are afraid they
might be sacked,” he said.

The men believed that the
sacking of the fitter is part of
a management drive to weed
out unwanted labour.

In Kirkby this is ho joke
—an estimated 20 ver cent of
the labour force is already on
the dole.

The pickets explain that
the action was against estab-
lished discipline procedure
under which a man cannot be
fired if he had a clean slate
like the sacked fitter.

They are angry because the
Amalgamated Union of En-
gineering Workers has re-
fused to make the struggle
official.

The AUEW district com-
mittee did endorse it, but the
national executive refused.

The last meeting of the
AUEW shop stewards’ quar-
terly demanded that AUEW
divisional organizer Arthur
Hearsey give a full report of
talks they claim he was hav-
ing with Kraft’s personnel
director at York.

#Gambridge
chapel
rejects deal

CAMBRIDGE journalists have
rejected the proposed pay
agreements between the
National Union of Journalists
and the Newspaper Society.

Ray Swingler, father of the

Cambridge ‘Evening News’
NU]J chapel, said the mem-
bers voted overwhelmingly

not to accept the new two-
tier wage offer.

He said the formula worked
out in negotiations on Mon-

day night ‘inhibited local
chapel bargaining on pay,
hours, holidays and condi-

tions of work’. The members

decided to6 call on other
chapels to take  similar
decisions.

No fizz
in
FIS .

@ FROM PAGE ONE

made £14m in buying and
selling Hay’s Wharf shares.

We leave you with two
small items which indicate
what Christmas means to the
Tories. .

On the day the £1 ‘in-
increase’ was hailéd, Wililam
Stern announced his resigna-
tion from Freshwater Group,
London’s biggest private land-
lords.

Was he going on the dole?
No. He was setting up his

own company with over £35m .

worth of property.

Finally, you will be pleased
to know that Christie’s, the
art auctioneers, are not starv-

ing. P

On Tuesday they said there
was no truth in rumours that
prices for impressionist paint-
ings were sliding.

A Picasso was recently sold
for £280,000. Christie’s turn-
over for the autumn sales was

LONDON Transport yesterday
rejected 15 per cent pay claim
for 23,000 busmen and made
no counter offer.

-

‘Work-on’ or
‘work-in’ —~it
traps workers

River Don workers protest outside The No 2 plant.

WHILE upper Clyde shop
stewards were meeting
Industry Secretary John
Davies in Glasgow yester-
day, Sheffield steelwor-
kers’ representatives were
closeted with one of the
city’s top private-enter-
prise managements in
talks affecting 4,500 jobs.

THE STEELMEN were
stewards from the British
Steel Corporation’s troubled
River Don Works.

THE MANAGERS were
those of Firth Brown Ltd.
AND the subject of the
talks: What will happen to
the jobs and wages .of 800
workers the BSC plans to
‘hive off’ to the company?

Hiving off was first
mooted by Davies, the Tor-
ies’ chief hatchet-man
against jobs, last June.

The plan was to sell off
River Don’s useful drop-
forge operation to Firth
Brown — ‘reorganizing’ the
rest of the works to kill
most of its 4,500 jobs.

But two weeks ago, the
BSC unveiled a plan to save
most. of the jobs and invest
£5m in the works.

Local union leaders began
telling workers that their
campaign against redundan-
cies—involving a UCS-style
action called a ‘work-on’—
had been successful.

And on Tuesday the River
Don shop stewards met BSC
chief éxecutive Dr Monty
Finniston and social-policy
director Ron Smith, the
former Post Office workers’
chief.

ULTIMATUM

The atmosphere is said to
have been friendly. But the
BSC’s message was a clear
ultimatum: either accept our
plan or we close.

What are the facts sur- .

rounding this challenge, and
the claims of victory?

ALREADY over 800 men
have lost jobs at the
plant since the original
redundancies were an-
nounced in the summer.

2 THE investment plan is
subject to certain condi-
tions of rationalization :
closure of the Ickles
machine shop by 1972;
‘closure of the West
machine shop by 1973;
possible closure of Hawke
St planing shop by 1975.
These closures mean the
sacking of 256 technical

Sheffield steel
jobs in
deadly danger

staff and 150 manual
workers over the next two
years,

3 THOSE machine shops

that remain open will
have all the modern
machinery shipped into
them and the workers; at
present on a two-shift
system, will be expected
to work three shifts which
will mean cuts in their
wages.

. Only if these conditions—
plus a thoroughgoing speed-
up—are accepted will BSC
go ahead and invest the
£5m.

So after six months of
protest, directed by the
Communist Party engineers’
union leadership in Sheffield
towards proving the eco-
nomic viability of River
Don, the steelworkers face
exactly the same trap as the
UCS shipbuilders.

‘The futuré depends on
collaboration and effort by a
lot of people, Finniston
told reporters on Tuesday.
The BSC plan would be
implemented in a spirit of
‘commercial aggréssiveness’.

THE FORMER editor of
the Soviet literary journal,
‘Novy Mir’, popular poet
and novelist Alexander
Tvardovsky, was buried in
Moscow on Tuesday.

Prominent at the graveside
was Nobel prize winner Alex-
ander Solzhenitsyn, greatest
contemporary Russian novel-
ist, whose works are banned
in the Soviet Union.

Tvardovsky had published
the famous story of life in the
prison camps called ‘A Day in
the Life of Ivan Denisovich’
which made Solzhenitsyn’s

reputation.
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STRONG backing for Bristol’s
6,800 Rolls-Royce strikers has
been expressed by workers in
the Midlands and SW, Bob
Underwood, the strikers’ sec-
retary, said yesterday.

He told Workers Press after
a meéting of the Patchway,
Bristol, factory’s stewards yes-
terday that next week their
campaign for support will
spread into the N and Scot-
land.

A Bristol meeting of Rolls
combine stewards to discuss
the pay diipute, now in its
éighth week, ,has been put
back to January 3 so that
Scottish and Irish delegates
can attend.

The stewards are planning
a big press conference next
week to publicize their fight
against the government-ap-
pointed board of Rolsl-Royce
(1971} Ltd.

JRON and steel production
came to a halt yesterday at
the Spencer Steel works at
Llanwern, near Newport, Mon-
mouthshire following an un-
official strike by 411 blast-
furnace men.

They stopped work at 6 a.m.
over what the British Steél
Corporation described as a
dispute about holiday working
arrangements.

It is understood the men
were questioning a manage-
ment plan to stop production
of the two blastfurnaces for
24 hours on Christmas Day.

STRIKES in the first 11
months of this year showed a
decrease of 45 per cent com-

pared with the same period
last year, Mr Paul Bryan,
Minister of State, Employ-

ment, said in a Commons
written reply yesterday.

He told Mr Barney Hayhoe
(C, Héston and Isleworth)
that the provisional total of
stoppages so far this year was
2,075 as against 3,786 in the
first 11 months of 1970.

ENGLAND will be cloudy
with some rain at first. It will
become dry later.

E England and Scotland will
be dry with sunny periods.
Extreme NE Scotland will,
however, have some wintry
showers.

NE Scotland will have some
showers at first with sunny
intervals, but cloud'and more
general rain will spread E
later.

SW Scotland, N Ireland,
Wales and W England will
& ave, sunny periods with rain

Ajater. . '

Temperatures will be mainly
near normal, but in SE Eng-
land it will be mild.

Outlook for Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day: Some
rain or showers at times in all
districts. Temperatures near or
rather above normal in most
places.
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The ‘work-on’ has not
stopped sale of the drop
and medium forges to Firth
Brown, throwing 800 wor-
kers on the untender mer-
cies of this privately-owned
firm,

DEMANDS

Militants at River Don are
fighting back against the
speed-up and rationalization
threats. They are demanding,
that the stewards hold fast
to their original statement
that théy would fight all
redundancies.

At the Parkgate and Tins-
ley Park plants of BSC, the
management are going ahead
with their plans to sack.
They hope to separate wor-
kers at Rivér Don from a
united fight of all Sheffield
and Rotherham area BSC
workers against redundan-
cies and closures.

@® UNION officials at the
BSC's Clydesdale tube
works, near Glasgow, have
welcomed a £9m develop-
ment scheme which wi
save 2,500 jobs.

Although Tvardovsky had
undoubtedly beén a loyal
Stalinist (he three times re-
ceived a Stalin prize) and was
a member of the Communist
Party from 1940, he later re-
cognized the damage which
Stalin had caused to literature.

He then began a principled
campaign against bureaucratic
interference in literary matters
and opposed all forms of
mediocrity in art.

Within the limits imposed
by the bureaucracy in the
Khrushchev period, he made
‘Novy Mir a stronghold of
literary liberalism. The maga-
zine published the work of
other dissidents besides Solz-
henitsyn and made Tvardovsky
many enemies.

He was subjected to many
pressures and came under con-
stant attack from the con-
firmed Stalinists in the Union
of Soviet Writers.

These pressures, intensified
after the invasion of Czecho-
slovakia in August 1968, were
opposed by many Soviet in-
tellectuals. In February 1970
he was forced to resign from
‘Novy Mir’.

Police made sure that only
a small number of people
attended the funeral, which
the bureaucracy obviously
feared might be used by op-
positionists to stage a public
demonstration.

It had to permit Tvardov-
skys’ body to lie in state in
the building of the Union of
Soviet Writers and to accord:
him the customaryigributes.

The situation "in Soviet
society is clearly very tense.
A growing number of intellec-
tuals are opposed to the
bureaucratic regime and re-
spect men like Tvardovsky
and  Solzhénitsyn, however
many differences they may
have with them.

Lift
ban on
cult

says MP

SIR JOHN FOSTER, Tory
MP for Northwich, has re-
commended in a White
Paper that government bans
on the cult of scientology
‘be lifted.

Foster has just completed a
two-year inquiry into the cult,
which - was started by Ameri-
can science fiction writer
Lafayette Ron Hubbard.

In scientology literature
Hubbard is elevated to almost
god-like status. :

It is said that he has already
died on at least one occasion
and returned to life.

His followers also claim he
has visited other planets.

In his report Foster says:

‘Put bluntly, what is often
said against the scientology
leadership is that they are
quacks, dishonestly exploiting
for their own financial gain
the hopes of betterment or
cure which they hold out to
the anxious, the lonely, the in-
adequate, the credulous and
the deluded, but in which they
do not themselves believe.’

Foster said he had not come
to any conclusion on the sub-
stance of these charges. They
were, in any case, notoriously
difficult to prove, he said.

He calls for sanctions against
a number of scientology com-
panies to file accounts and
annual returns within the pre-
scribed time.

He concluded that measures
against scientology imposed by
the Labour government were
not justified. He said the ban
on foreign scientologists enter-
ing Britain should be removed.

When Labour introduced
the ban, Health Minister Ken-
neth Robinson said scientolog
was, ‘socially harmful’.

‘It alienates membeérs of
families from each other and
attributes ‘squalid. and dis-
graceful motives to all who
oppose it.' e :

FORMER Néw Yotk-. state’

senator Seymour. Thaler . has
been charged with criminal
receiving $800,000 in stolen
Treasury bills. It is alleged
‘that the bills: were lifted from
a Wall St securities firm.

PRESIDENT

minor concessions

Brussels.

Eberle wants immediate
concessions for American
grain, tobacco and citrus
fruit exports to Europe.
He is also asking for fun-
damental changes in the
Common Market’s agricul-
tural policies and the dis-
mantling of the EEC’s
protective trade deals with
other European countries.

Earlier this month the
Common Market commission
mandated its negotiators to
resist the main US demands.

Eberle hopes to have a
deal sewn up by January 18,
to be put to Congress as
part of a dollar devaluatipn
package.

He madeé clear when the
talks opened on Tuesday
that while the discussions
were on the basis of ‘reci-
procal good faith’, there
would be no reciprocal con-
cessions from the US to
balance what they are de-
manding from Europe.

It is clear from the
Brussels talks that the re-
cent Washington agree-
ment on currency realign-
ment has only opened up
a new stage of trade war
between the major capi-
talist nations.

This was also shown by
the Heath-Nixon summit in
Bermuda, which ended yes-
terday.

- Antagonism

l’i‘he platitudes of the joint
communiqué which marked
the end of the talks did
nothing to hide the antag-
onism between British and
American capitalism.

with the Tory decision
.to enter the Common Mar-
‘*ket, thé two countries’ so-
called ‘special relationship’
is a thing of the past.

Britain and the United
States are now aligned on
opposite sides of the trade
war battle-lines.

20,000 face
cancer risk

ABOUT 20,000 workers
who were employed in
Britain’s rubber industry

may run the risk of devel-
oping cancer of the bladder.

Dr Guy Parkes, medical
director of the British Rubber
Manufacturers’ Association
health unit in Birmingham is
giving the men—who worked
in the rubber industry up to
1950—tests three times a
year.

Funeral reveals tense
- Soviet situation

Solzhenltsyn

The bureaucracy is afraid of
losing control of the situation
and is caught between the
need for greater repression
and the fear of the open break
with the intellectuals and
many Party members which
would result.

The disease appears to have
. beeri caused by the use of
beta napthylamine for rubber
il;zl;lg between 1927 and

Dr Parkes says that every-
one who worked in the in-
dustry should be tested three
times a year.

He also revealed that the
chemical became suspect be-
fore the war, but the danger
was ignored until the hazard
was detected in the chemical
industry.

Dr Parkes added: ‘This
condition is a Kkiller. Ta the
best of our knowledge, there
is no comparable situation in
the industry today.

Risks

‘1 would never say with
cancer of this type that it is
curable. Nothing can undo the
exposure. The risk of recur-
rence must always be re-
garded as high. What we are
attempting to do is to try to
control it.’

Dr Parkes said that on
average the disease took. 23
years to show itself.

He was speaking at a Stoke-
on-Trent inquest where a ver-
dict of death from industrial
disease was passed on an ex-
employee of Michelin Tyre
Company.

Within this company alone,
up to 3,000 workers may have
been involved with the killer
chemical.

Only 10 per cent have been
contacted.

Goodyear and Dunlop’s say
they are trying to contact
their ex-employees.

NIXON’S special
trade envoy William Eberle has
condemned as unsatisfactory the
offered by
Common Market negotiators in

rade war
“battle
drawn

Wage-cutting: Leeds
workers claim

WORKERS at Raylands
(Fashions) Ltd, Leeds, claim
that the management is im-
posing 15 per cent wage cuts
on piece-rate work.

Weskers also claim that
managment is putting as many
time-hands as possible on
piece-work. Management origi-
nally wished to impose a 25-
per-cent wage cut, but reduced
this to 15 per cent after pro-
tests, say the workers.

Negotiations are in progress
for Raylands Fashions to be
taken over by March, the
tailors’ credit outfitters.

Raylands is a non-union

shop but claims to have the
highest-paid workers in Leeds.

Managing director, Mr Ray-
mond Gerstein, told us:

‘We have had cases of over-
booking on piece rates.” He
refused to say whether the
wage cutting was true, but
said it had no connection with

the deal wigx March the
tailors. ¥
He added that Raylands

workers were not in the union
because ‘the National Union
of Tailors and Garment Wor-
kers is not particularly strong
in Leeds’. (This particular
union has the highest member-
ship of any union in Leeds.)

BY JOHN

SPENCER

- Chilean
by-elections

could

show

right’s strength

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

CHILE’S right wing is losing no opportunity to
mobilize its forces and probe out the weak-
nesses of President Salvador Allende’s Popular

Unity government.

In preparation for the -
election of a Senator and a
Deputy in the country’s
southern region on January
16, an alliance has been
made between the Christian
Democrats and the right-
wing National Party.

The role of marriage broker
is played by a reactionary off-
shoot of the Radical Party.

So-called ‘Civic  Fronts’ -
have been set up in many
places to re-group right-wing
forces. The pro-government
press alleges that these com-
mittees have the active sup-
port of the many CIA agents
in the country. .

Meanwhile right-wing vio-

Allende

Italy ‘in
recession’
bosses’ chief
admits

THE ITALIAN eonomy is in
‘evident recession’, according
to Renato Lombardi, presi-
dent of the Employers’ Con-
federation of Industry.
Industrial production, busi-
ness investment and private

consumption are falling and
only unemployment is rising.

Answering claims that the
recession is ‘bottoming out’,
Lombardi said he could see

no signs of a halt in the
developing slump.
Industrial production, on

latest statistics, was 3.2 per
cent less than last year and at
about the same level as in
the first months of 1969.

Prospects - for Italian ex-
ports had distinctly worsened
and no significant growth in
gross national income could
be expected this year.

_ Lombardi said the Wash-
ington currency realignment
had posed a question mark
over the situation. He ques-
tioned whether the 7.5 per
cent up-valuation of the lira
against the dollar accurately
reflected Italy’s situation in
view of its present economic
difficulties.

_In fact, Italy escaped rela-
tively lightly at Washington,
as the lira was devalued by 1
per cent against the pre-
August 15 dollar parity.

But the slight edge this
will allow to Italian goods
within the Common Market is

more than counter-balanced
by the increase in export
prices to the US, which

takes a major slice of Italian
export production.

The political crisis is un-
derlined by the inability of
the parliament to find a suc-
cessor to President Giuseppe
Saragat.

Amintore Fanfani, a staunch
right-wing Catholic who held
an important post as profes-
sor of economic history under
Mussolini’s fascist regime, has
now been dropped as candi-
date by the Christian Demo-
crats.

Nineteen ballots have so far
failed to produce a majority
for any single candidate. The
new Christian Democrat
nominee is Giovanni Leone, a
lawyer from Naples.

lence continues in Santiago
university. Police claim to
have unearthed-a fascist plot
to carry out attacks which
would then ‘be blamed on the
left. At the same time a right-
wing newspaper ' came out
with a scare story that the
left was planning an attack
on the city’s wealthy suburbs.

PLOTTING

In the face of so much
plotting and provocation —
which is leading up to an
anti-government coup — the
Allende regime’s passivity is
a betrayal of the working
class.

It confines itself mainly to
verbal polemics and to plain-
tive protests against its
opponents’ Y*bad faith’.

Typical of this supine at-
titude was a recent TV broad-
cast by Economics Minister
Pedro Vuskovic. He charged
the opposition parties with
acting irresponsibly in oppos-
ing the government’s econo-
mic policy and fomenting a
climate of unrest.

What did he expect from
the big land-owners, the
wealthy bourgeoisie and their
American backers but hos-
tility to every reform?

At a mass Santiago rally
last Monday Allende conten-
ted himself with denouncing
right-wing attacks on Vus-4
kovic and Minister of the
Interior Jose Toha.

The main speaker was a
woman senator who claimed
that the elimination of the
exploiters was definitive and
that Chile was on the road to
socialism.

But such rhetoric is no sub-
stitute for action and only
lulls the working class into
complacency.

RESTLESS

Productivity call by

FIDEL CASTRO has been
taking advice from the Soviet
bureaucracy on how to im-
prove the Cuban economy. He
has called on workers to keep
a stricter watch on costs and
on quality control in order to
increase productivity.

'Speaking to the closing
session- of a conference on
the building industry, Castro
said that cost analysis was
an ‘indispensable element of
the socialist economy’.

What has been described
as a return to realism has
been apparent in Cuba for
some time.

Much of the equipment
bought in the years 1967-1970
has been under-employed. It
is claimed that this year plans
are being fulfilled, in contrast

Castro

to the disasters of 1970.

Castro said that Cubans
should use the equipment they
have and not dream of
‘applying the criteria of mil-
lionaires in a poor country’.

In other words Castro
wants more hard work and
better use of the often old-
fashioned equipment already
installed.

This trend has .probably
been insisted upon by the
Soviet Union as a condition
for more aid. President
Dorticos is at present -in
Moscow to discuss further
aid for the shaky Cuban
economy.

Army build-up in Brazil

ASSURED of full US support,
the Brazilian military dictator-
ship is strengthening its re-
pressive forces.

Army Chief-of-Staff Gen
Alfredo Souto Malan has
boasted that they had been
re-equipped and re-organized
as ‘our first line of defence
against the attacks of the
international communist move-
ment’.

Headded: ‘We can see the
moment when the existence of
sufficiently large, diversified
and well-trained civilian groups
will allow the milita,y to con-
centrate on the exercise of a

profession which nobody can
substitute for: that of a
soldier.’

In other words the regime
wants to build up fascist bands
to deal with the working class
while it concentrates on fight-
ing guerrilla forces in Brazil
and perhaps in other Latin
American countries as well.

Some of the openly fascist
members of his regime are
causing some embarrassment
to President Emilio Garrastazu,
who wants to keep on good
terms with the US, which has
been promoting the so-called
‘economic miracle’ in Brazil.

Many of the Popular Unity
coalition supporters (a popu-’
Jlar front government .with
elements of the bourgeoisie
and ‘left’ Christian Demo-
crats) are becoming restless.

And the Revolutionary
Peasant Movement (MCR),
while reiterating its support
for the government, has
stressed the weaknes$es in
its agrarian policy which it
called ‘legalistic’.

It accused Allende of fail-
ing to mobilize the farm
workers to oppose the offen-
sive launched by the estate
and factory owners and their
political tools in the Christian
Democrat and National Par-
ties.

It was treating the enemy
too softly and made too many
concessions to the rural
bourgeoisie.

Government papers console,

themselves by pointing . to
divisions in the Christian
Democrat ranks, especially

among its worker and peasant
supporters who are . alarmed
by the shift to the right.

Allende’s reformist policy
leaves the road open for the
fascist offensive and is unable
to exploit the divisions in the
rival camp to break up and
confuse the opposition.

The coming by-elections
may very well lead to a defeat
which would strengthen the
right and give it the backing
it needs to break through the
limits of °‘legality’ which the
Popular Unity leadership sets

for its own actions.

ALL TRADES UNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

Make the Tory government
resign!

Return a Labour govern-

ment pledged to restore full

employment and repeal all
laws against the unions!

COVENTRY : Thursday
December 23, 2 p.m.-5 pm.
Right to Work Committee
Christmas Social. Buffet—
Disco—Comedy films. ‘The
Bear’, High Street. All un-
employed workers and youth
welcome.

LUTON: Thursday Decem~
ber 30, 8 p.m. Recreation
Centre, Old Bedford Rd.
The fight against Stalinism
in the trade unions.

READING: Monday January
3, 8 p.m. Trades and Labour

Hall, Minster St. Discuss
ATUA Manifesto.

BRACKNELL : Tuesday
January 11, 7.30 p.m. ‘Red
Lion’, High St. Discuss

ATUA Manifesto.
BEXLEYHEATH : Tuesday
January 11, 8 p.um. ‘The
Upton’, Crook Log. Trade
unions and basic rights.

Socialist Labour League
Special Course of lectures

tollowing ATUA National Conference decision to prepare for the
buliding of the Party

SUNDAY JANUARY 2
Historical Materialism today

BEAVER HALL, GARLICK HILL
(Nr Mansion House tube) 7 p.m.

given by
G. HEALY (SLL national secretary)
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