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Black

Africa

in revolt
THE SPECTRE of the African

revolution which the white

of S Africa
was effectively
buried at Sharpeville 11
years ago is onee more
haunting the Salisbury and
Pretoria dictatorships.

This “is the unmistakable
message of the curling
columns of black smoke
rising out of Rhodesia’s
third largest city Gwelo
after three days of violent
demonstrations against the
terms of the Rhodesian
settlement and the Pearce
Commission.

Despite the presence of
heavily armed troops and
police firing tear gas, over
8,000 Africans—mostly un-
employed youth — demon-
strated through the town-
ships of Monomatapa and
Mambo.

racialists
thought

53

They were singing ‘Ikelele
Africa’, the national
anthem, and shouting a

continuous chant of ‘No’.

More than 70 per cent of
Gwelo’s African work force

struck.
As a result of this massive
demonstration the Pearce

Commission was forced to
abandon its fraudulent exer-
cise in ‘fact-finding’ and
‘consultation’. ‘

The Gwelo - demonstrations,
coming so soon after the
very effective Ovamboland
miners’ strike against con-
tract labour and the 100
per cent asbestos miners’
strike in Shabani, are clear
proof that the African
working class is the un-
disputed leader of the
national struggle—and the
greatest threat to the white

racialists and petty-bour-
geois black nationalist
regimes,

Social Democratic reformists
and Stalinists would very
much like to attribute the
Rhodesian African opposi-
tion to the reactionary con-
stitutional proposals of the
Smith-Home settlement.
This is not so.

Behind the hatred to the con-
stitutional settlement lies
the growing- problem of
urban and rural unemploy-
ment; increasing landless-
ness and the constant,
haunting fear of dis-
possession by a ruthless
white bourgeoisie.

At the same time the world
economic recession has
affected the mining industry
directly. Mineral prices have
toppled and costs have
soared.

Predictably the profit-hungry
mining magnates have tried
to offload the burdens of
the crisis on the backs of
the mining workers.

So, unlike 1961, when the S

- African regime, because of
rising investment and a
'soaring demand for its
goods, was able to stabilize
its system after the Sharpe-
ville massacre, today it is
faced both with an insur-
gent working class and a
declining market and
profits.

The situation for the racialists
is further vastly com-
pounded by the example of
the defeats inflicted on im-
perialism in Indo-China
and Bangla Desh.

In S Africa this has led one
section of the ruling class,
the so-called liberals, to
urge the Vorster regime to
grant full citizenship to the
2 million Cape coloureds in
case this community be-
.comes completely alienated
from the whites.

But the white rulers—like the
proverbial Bourbons—have
learnt nothing and forgotten
nothing.

Their chief spokesman, Dr
Schalk Van der Merwe,
Deputy Minister of
Coloured Affairs, summed
up the bankrupt philosophy
of every ruling class doomed
by history when he told a
symposium at the Univer-
sity of Cape Town:

‘To raise expectations too
high will not do in a time
of revolutionary tendencies
as the present.’

Bhutto and Yahya Khan, it

‘d¥ill be recalled, also spoke

similar language.

class war!

The
was

Opposition ‘attack’
led by millionaire

voted with the Tories to
get Britain into the Com-
mon Market.

The first Labour speaker in
the debate, Mr Joel Barnett,
demanded of Tory Prime
Minister Edward Heath:

something in this strike and
when are you going to vise
your good offices to bring the
two sides together?’ The
chamber was half-empty when
he spoke.

Other Labour MPs dis-
tinguished themselves in a
more bizarre way. In a

flourish of utter selfishness, a
group of them have decided
to contribute £1 a week to
miners for the duration of the
strike.

If the strike lasts as long
as the 1926 affair, this could
mean MPs could suffer an
‘almighty loss of earnings
totalling £26!

(By the way, these same
MPs recently voted themselves
salaries of £4,500 a year
which was a 38 per cent
increase.)

The debate however did
confirm two essential features
of the present miners’ strike
g;lich today enters its 1lth

y. :

The Tories have declared

all-out class war on the
miners who are today bearing
the brunt of the working-class
fight for jobs, better wages
and a decent standard of
living.

The Labour Party and the

Communist Party reform-
ists are totally paralysed to
enter the fight with the
miners because they evade the
central political demand of the
working class- today — GET
THE TORIES OUT.

The evasions of the trade
union bureaucrats, the °‘lefts’
and the ‘radicals’ can best be
seen by examining the actions
of three men.

VICTOR FEATHER, of the
TUC has refused to convene
a meeting of transport unions
-to fight alongside the miners.
And now he has written to
the Tories pleading for the
reconvening of the Energy
Advisory Council, a body of
top Tory and trade union
bureaucrats.

His latest stunt came at
noon yesterday when he an-
nounced he was calling to-
gether the NCB and NUM for
‘talks about talks’ today. In

TWO THOUSAND Lyons
bakery workers at Cadby

face redundancy by 1974 as a
result of the sjte’s projected
closure.

. GING unions are¢ 65
eral and Municipal Wor-
kers’ Union members at
Pillar Patent Glazing, Strat-
B 7mon. who are to

z ted Union

Workers.

‘this meeting lie the
treacherous seeds of arbitra-
tion or courts of inquiry.

JACK JONES, the transport
workers’ leader, has told the
miners his union is ‘holding
out the hand of fraternal
friendship’. In the coalfields
this gesture is cynically called
‘the stab in the back"”

{ Members of Jonés" union
e still handling coal and oil:

‘When are you going to do,

Mines debate
in parliament

Class
lines
are drawn

BY ALEX MITCHELL

THE HOUSE of Commons debate yesterday on
the miners’ strike proved to be nothing more
than a monumental talk-in.

From the Labour benches came a torrent
of pious irrelevancies. The Tory speakers were
at least refreshingly honest — they "espoused

banker Harold Lever wh&.

T&GWU statement is creating
confusion and acrimony on
picket lines and onlv helping
the Tories’ reactionary plans.

HUGH SCANLON, the en-
gineers’ chief, has abandoned
a hational pay claim, thus
atomizing his members’
struggle against the Tories.
When the working class most
needs unified action to get rid
of this hated government, the
engineers’ sector is hived off
into literally dozens of small
local actions which will have
to be fought under the shadow
gf the Industrial Relations
ct.

The Tories are drawing

tremendous comfort at present

from the activities of these

exl. .

But what’s afoot is a Tory
onslaught against not only the
miners, but the whole work-
ing class.

Embodied in the Tory
strategy against the miners is
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e absence of a decisive

T & GWU docks
chief attacks
jobs strike

BY DAVID MAUDE

DOCK union leader Tim O’Leary yesterday
attacked next week’s proposed nationwide 24-
hour strike against the threat to jobs at most of

Britain’s major ports.

His attack was made at
a meeting of the Transport
and General Workers’
Union’s docks and water-
ways committee in London,
where 800 dockers have just
been told they will lose their
jobs by the end of the year.

O’Leary’s argument was that
a nine-point programme for
defending dock jobs had been
put out for discussion in the
ports, but that some stewards
and committee members had
jumped the gun. ‘

The meeting was expecte
to discuss calls for a national
docks delegate conference to
discuss the crisis which will
threaten 5,000-6,000 jobs in
the ports by mid-June.

As the T&GWU men were
meeting, there were further
rumblings of the crisis from
the Port of London Authority.

Yesterday, PLA director-
general John Lunch sent out
letters to all employees warn-
ing that 800 more jobs and
ten-15 more berths than pre-

- viously expected are to be

axed by the end of the year.

Originally 1,200 jobs were
threatened.

Now the figure is 2,000,
with Lunch. looking further
ahead to only 45 conventional
berths in London by 1974-

1975 instead of the 54 fore-
cast.

Since late 1967 the authority
has cut back its work force
from 12,500 to the current
level of 8,700. .

It now wants a reduction
to 6,700—a drop of over 46
per cent—inside five years

But it seems certain that
the latter phase of this cut
will not be achieved in the
atmosphere of industrial peace
the PLA claims for the earlier
ones.

‘Lunch’s explanations for
his stiffer cut-backs include
the severity of the unexpected
slump in world trade, ship-
owners’ speeded-up shift into
containerization and the faster
turnrounds planned for con-
ventional cargoes.

He confirms that discussions
are taking place both locally
and nationally to achieve the
necessary reductions of regis-
tered dock workers — osten-
sibly through the 1947 Dock
Labour Scheme.

The plans of the PLA and
the employers are designed to
explode the scheme, however.
Requests for a government
inquiry into the scheme are
already believed to have been
made by the employers.
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Continual police intervention has prevented effective picketing

WEST DRAYTON, MIDDX
Pickets face
large-scale
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FIFTY housewives from Bolsover, Derbyshire, came to
London yesterday to demonstrate their support for their
husbands and sons in the miners’ strike. They were met
at the House of Commons by four miners’ group Labour
MPs and then went to No 10 Downing St and the NCB
headquarters to hand in letters. They
the NCB’s paltry £2 offer. Mrs S. Williams, whose husband
works at Whitwell colliery, remembers 1926: ‘I was ten
and I remember the soup kitchens and my father who was
a miner. We won’t give in now.’ ‘However long they strike
we're right behind them,” said Mrs Joan Butts. ‘We're
both on strike. My husband is a miner and I work in the
NCB offices, so we get no social security under the new
laws. But to accept £2 is to take a drop in wages and
we're behind our husbands on this principle.’ Two coach-
loads of striking miners and their wives from Kent lobbied
parliament at the start of the emergency debate on the

scabbing

From IAN YEATS

MINERS picketing Europe’s largest coal depot
at W Drayton, Middlesex, said yesterday that
scab lorry drivers were taking out hundreds

of tons of domestic coal.

\

were bitter about

Coal “talks

about

MINERS’ leaders have
agreed to TUC general
secretary Victor Feather’s
invitation to meet the Coal
Board this morning for
‘talks about talks’.

NUM president Joe Gorm-
ley said yesterday that the
general secretary of the trade
union movement ‘was entitled
t- call us together’.

But Gormley added that
any useful talks must include
tl&e possibility of an improved
offer.

Asked how this move
would be viewed in the coal-
fields he replied:

‘I don’t see why anybody
should read anything sinister
into it unless they want to.

MINERS IN Scotland stopped
essential .oil supplies to power
stations  yesterday, writes
Stephen Johns from Edin-
burgh.

Oil tankers were turned
away at Cockenzie power
station outside Edinburgh by
pickets after the intervention
by Scottish miners’ leaders.

‘Our aim is to bring the
generati9n of electricity in

talks’

Scotland and in Britain, for
that matter, to a halt, said
Jimmy Young, a member of
the Scottish miners’ executive.

The district strike commit-
tee of the Lothians area will
meet today to extend the ban
on oil.

Without these supplies the
coal burners in the power
stations cannot be started off
each day.

Oil supplies were stopped
after two Transport and
General Workers’ Union
representatives from the big
Grangemouth refinery on the
Firth of Forth met members
of the Scottish executive on
the. Cockenzie powen station
picket line.

Asked .if electricity was the
miners’ concern, EC member
James Tennyson replied: ‘We
surely are concerned with the
disruption of industry in this
country because our strike is
against the government.’

He was sspeaking after a
meeting of 700 Lothians’
miners had made it clear that
they would outlaw any
attempt to bring in an
independent tribunal to judge
their claim.
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And they claimed that
the action of the National
Coal Board in employing
16 non-union men to load
stocks for delivery was
the only thing keeping
supplies moving.

‘It’s disgusting,’” said Sam
Harrison,  vice-chairman of

Coventry mine lodge, Keres-

ley. ‘If they were wunion
men we could have pulled
them out and put a stop to
all this. This is an NCB
plant, but there is non-
union labour handling union,
coal. ’

‘We're tgking it up with
the liaison committee, but
after the strike we'll insist
that there is union labour
at this depot.’

Mr Harrison to.d ane
pickets had come ciose to
being run down by scab
workers trying to drive their
lorries into the depot with-
out stopping.

Said picket leader Ian
Brown:

‘The drivers are all non-
union men and we're getting
no co-operation at all from
them.

‘150 lorries have left in
about six hours. We've
appealed to them not to
move the coal so that stocks
can be conserved for pen-
sioners and hospitals. When
the stocks run out, theyll
blame us, but it’s the mer-
chants insisting on satisfy-
ing their own customers.

‘WRONG’

‘The drivers say they
don’t belong to glunion and
they’ve got to Ho as they
are told or face the sack.
But it's all wrong. They
should be union members.’

Six-man  pickets were
forced to watch helplessly
as merchants’ lorries piled
high with coal left the
depot. But all bulk tanker
deliveries stopped after
T&GWU drivers refused to
cross miners’ picket lines.

‘We can’'t mount a mass
picket, said Brown, ‘be-
cause the police say that

st

WY
Sam Harrison

if there are too many here
they’ll disperse us. They
said the 25 here yeste-day
were too many.’

Police yesterday accused
pickets of intimidation after
scab drivers were told their
lorries would be - black-
listed from all NCB depots
if they crossed the picket
lines. ‘

But Sam Harrison said:

‘I don’t care what the -

police say. If we're digging
coal we'll have something
to say about who handles

it,

‘I think we'll win this
strike, but the TUC -should
call everybody out. It’s a
General Strike we want,
They've offered us fraternal
sympathy, but we want
action, .

‘We’ll not go back until
we get the full amount.’

Dec 18
cash
~ deal
breaks up

THE WASHINGTON agree-
ment on currency realign-
ment is breaking up only a
month after it was reached.

The agreement — involving
revaluation of the main cur-
rencies against the dollar,
combined with a rise in the
gold price—has yet to be
operated fully. Yet it is already
proving impossible to put into
effect.

Persistent selling on the
foreign exchange markets is
driving down the dollar’s price
in relation to other currencies,
while the price of gold is
being pushed up to record
levels.

was forced to intervene in
the market on Monday to
maintain the agreed relation-
ship between the dollar and
the lira.

In W Germany, Belgium and
Holland, the dollar fell below
its newly-agreed official central
rate.

The Group of Ten meeting
in Washington a month ago
has done nothing to restore
confidence in the dollar.

One banker was quoted yes-
terday as saying the meeting
‘may just turn out to have
been a reprieve before the
next crisis’.

Sharp reductions in US
interest rates are discouraging
doHar-holders in Europe from
repatriating them to the US.

At the same time, there are
growing fears in capitalist
circles that America will de-
value by even more than ‘the
. amount agreed at Washington,
"in order to wundercut its
competitors.

These considerations have
deterred holders of ‘hot’
money from moving their
funds back into dollars, de-
»spite the December 18 agree-
ment.

Since August 15, when
President Nixon stopped sell-
ing gold for dollars, there has
been no stability in the re-
lations between currencies.

Even the ever-optimistic
‘Times’ economics editor Peter
Jay is now forced to admit:

‘The US authorities are
never going to restore the
convertibility of the dollar in-
to gold whether or not the
official gold price is raised
as agreed on December 18.’

And there is no guarantee
that the US will raise the
gold price. The administration

legislation before Congress
until Europe agrees to tear
down its tariff barriers against
US goods.

Nixon is taking an extremely
aggressive line against the
Common Market, spurred on
by the rapid development of
recession  throughout the
capitalist world.
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The Italian central bank.

has said it will not put the |
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13 days to
raise £536.20
for January
£1250 Fund

EVERYWHERE, In Rhodesla,
Britain, lreland, and through-
out the world, the enormous
strength of the working class
is making itself feit. .
The magnlficent support we
recelve each day for Workers
Press expresses the growth
of this mass movement. It
gives us great confidence to
go forward now to the ex-
pansion of the paper next
month to a 12-page tabloid.
We must keep up this bl
struggle. Make January’s Fun
our best effort yet. Our tolal
stands at £713.80—so0 press
on as fast as you can, and
keep pushing this figure right
up. Post all donatlons to:

Workers Press
January Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4 7UG

ARRREEETI TR EEE R DR CR TR

Cash backing
for YS jobs

campaign

CAR WORKERS, en-
gineers, clerical workers,
,railwaymen, garment
workers have all sent in
messages of support along
with financial aid for the
Young Socialists’ ‘Right-
to-Work’ campaign.

The Transport and
General Workers’ Union
5/55 branch at Oxford,

representing carworkers at
British-Leyland’s Austin-
Morris assembly plant at
Cowley, has given its
support.

In London, the Divi-
sional Council of the Asso-
ciaiion -of Scieatific, Tech~
nical and Managerial Staffs
representing clerical workers
in the area has voted to
support the campaign and to
sponsor one unemployed
ntxiaarcher with a £25 dona-

on. :

Engineering union
branches, Coventry No. 35,
Iiford No. 3 and Deptford,
SE London, have pledged
support and donations. En~
gineering workers’ shop
stewards at Decca and
Morgan Carbonite in Batter-
sea, S London, have con-
tributed to the fund.

Building workers’ shop

stewards at McAlpine’s
Bloomsbury site, Russell
Square, London, unani-
mously agreed at their
works committee to raise at
least £25 from the site for
the campaign.

Railwaymen in the Swan-
sea No. 1 NUR branch
have backed the campaign
llfld£ slmve raised a collection
of £5.

In Leeds, garment workers
in the city’s No. 1 Tailor
and Garment Workers’
union branch have added
their voice to those sup-
porting the campaign.

GLASGOW FEBRUARY 5

Accommodation
Cooking equipment

Tinned food

Brass/jazz bands

Clive

We will be marching from
~— LIVERPOOL FEBRUARY 19
SWANSEA FEBRUARY 19
To a mass rally at
EMPIRE POOL,"WEMBLEY on MARCH 12

WANTED URGENTLY

Loan of vehicles—road-worthy vans, cars
(reasonable hire will be considered) O

....................................

Finance ....................

YOUNG SOCIALISTS

 Right-to work
campaign begins

................... w0

Please tick box where applicable.

Please complete above form and post to:
orris, national secretary .
Right-to-Work campa
186a Clapham High Street, London, 8W4.
Or phone 01-822 7029.




PAGE TWO

Workers Press, Wednesday January 19, 1972

The British Empire —
An everyday story of BBC

disaster and confusion

By Anna Tate

AFTER WHAT seemed
like an eternity of prepa-
ration (in fact, three
years), the British Empire
series, poetically entitled
‘Echoes of Britannia’s
Rule’, began its 13-week
run on January 11 with a
programme devoted to

Queen Victoria’s Jubilee.
It was not so much an

‘echo’ as a celebration, a
tribute to 1897, the ‘high

noon’ of Empire, the ‘zenith’, .

the ‘apex’.

Yes, there it was, after all the
axings, the knifings-in-the-back,
the urgent memos passed down
anxious BBC corridors for the
past two to three years, in all its
pathetic, abject mediocrity—Part
1, The British Empire. And
somewhat ill-conceived, poorly
executed, reactionary and cheap
it was, to be sure.

Stalwart

Not that one had expected
that Tom Haydon, writer and
producer of this particular sec-
tion, would necessarily adopt the
Leninist thesis of imperialism as
the monopoly stage of capitalism,
or even the view of social
reformer, J. A. Hobson, that
‘imperialism is the endeavour of
the great controllers of industry
to broaden the channel for the
flow of their surplus wealth by
seeking foreign markets and
foreign investments to take off
the goods and capital they can-
not sell at home’.

That would have been too
much to ask of a BBC stalwart.
But what one might at least
have hoped for was a semblance
of informative coherence, some
communication of anything
othér than ‘atmosphere’. But
‘atmosphere’, that is to say, a
feeling about feelings running
over the surface of phenomena
(largely upper and middle-class
phenomena at that) was what we
got.

In attempting to convey the
feeling of the period, what the
film succeéded in doing was in
turning into televisual Victori-
ana, bric-a-brac imagery, politics
like potted plant paraphernalia,
or in less polite words—a load of
Victorian junk.

But why, one has to ask one-
self, did the programme lock as
though it was thrown together
as cheaply as possible? After all,
the series consists of 35-minute
programmes each of them bud-
geted at £50,000, which is four
times more than the BBC nor-
mally spends on such projects.

Part of the reason for the
lavishness is that the series is co-
financed by Time-Life (Interna-
tional) the men who make big
profits from words and pictures.

Grotesque

It is they who are splashing
the pages of the Radio Times
and the screens of independent
television with grotesquely spuri-
ous advertisements for the
equally profitable booklets they
are bringing out to coincide with
the BBC series. Selling at your
local bookstall at 25p per book-
let, of which there will be 98,
that should cost you (if you are
thinking of buying them all)
exactly £24.50. The adverts,
which should be read in a heavy
American accent, are geared to
making vou feel part of that
glorious adventure. They consist
of such atrocious slogans as
‘They seemed like ordinary men

. . till they built the British
Empire’! and ‘History is people
. . . people like you’l

What they mean is, history is
people like you who they hope
will buy the British Empire on
‘easy’ instalments.

: Queen Victoria

But to get back to the most
expensive decumentary seéries of
all time at the BBC.

A group of radicals have
issued a bulletin in - criticism of
the ‘Empire fiasco- from. which
some -very interesting- data tran-
spires. It seems that
Singer, head of Features at the

" guished Part 1,.
echo his “words.
. bright hoys burned their way , .

Aubrey
through 75 miles of actual film .

BBC, commented after viewing
two of the programmes: ‘Bloody
terrible . . . it doesn’t look like
£100,000 worth of film to me.’

After the incredibly undistin-
one can only-
But still. his

The real British Empire in London’s squalid East End.

footage in far-flung corners of
the world at vast expense and
with what looks like vast con-
fusion.

It seems very much as if only
one of the four producers of
this series has tackled the sub-
ject with any attempt at inde-
pendence and clarity. For his
dogged integrity he was awarded
with harassment and pressure at
every turn. This was Dominic
Flessati, who compiled Part 2
on the Sugar Slaves. His pro-
gramme distinguished itself from
that of Tom Haydon not only by
a more creativer use of the
medium, but also by its exposure
of the sheer brutality, exploita-
tion and profiteering which is
the true face of the Empire. The
content of the Flessati film jus-
tifies a separate view, for we
must now endeavour to find a
general line of approach in the
séries as a whole. ‘

‘Subject peoples’

The BBC issued a statement of
principles which claims: ‘We are
not setting out to justify the
British Empire, nor to belittle it.
We will try to strike a balance

between achievements and fail-,

avoid = over-
Although  the

ures. We will
sentimentality.

British point of view will gen-_

erally predominate, it will not
be to the exclusion of the views
of the subject peoples.” Get that!
—*‘the subject peoples’.

Perhaps the BBC wasn't aware
that they are no longer ‘subject’?
Does that seem
you? It's quite conceivable really
if you think that the series’ over-
all Editor, Max Morgan-Witts,
was heard to say during the
course of last year: ‘Do you
mean to say they have closed
the Suez Canal?’

. The same who planned this

gigantic historical enterprise, was :

il
'g%lbml_llul.r H
o Dt el

impossible to .

also not aware that Ireland ‘had
ever been part of the Empire’.
There will therefore not be any
mention of Ireland in the series.
And, what is more, there will be
another grand omission in the
shape of the Middle East. Such
‘oversight’ or ignorance or mis-
hap, call it what they will, would
seem to smack of tidy, uncon-
scious policy-making.

Tom Haydon’s ‘Oh, the Jubi-
lee’ reflected all these tendencies.
It fell over on the side of the
anecdotal — ‘anecdotal’ béing a
trendy television producer’s
euphemism for social gossip, the
chit-chat of great people.

Endeavour

When Her Imperial Majésty
Victoria cried out in the film
‘How kind they arel” one had
the impression she could have
been speaking of her BBC pro-
ducers. Of course, Haydon con-
trived just now and then to stick
a few not-very-nice statistics
over the gradually grandiose,
self-congratulatory picture.

Just a few seconds were
devoted to such facts as, in 1896,
92 per cent of the wealth of
Great Britain was owned by 10
per cent of the people; 70
colonial wars were fought in this
period which was known as Pax
Britannica; 11,000 dervishes were
killed and 16,000 wounded in
the year of the Jubilee as Kitch-
ener fought for the Sudan.

Yet Haydon still managed to
convey the notion of a vast terri-
torial empire gained largely
through the great spirit of Vic-
torian endeavour, its peoples
coming from far and near to pay
homage to their Great and Good
Queen.

The working class of England
he portrayed as ignorant brutes
lusting for the blood of the

The real British Empire was brutal repression of the ‘subject peoples’. Abo e : British
army execution of rebels in the Indian mutiny 1857-1859. Below: Execution of Boxers
who took part in the Boxer Rebellion in China 1899-1901.

‘subject peoples’. Never was
there a hint that, in their own
poverty and ‘exploitation, the
working class were deluded by
the patriotic propaganda of a
puritan, conservative ruling class
which used everything in its
poweér to conceal the truth of its
self-interested brutality behind a
heroic, adventurous fagade.

It is this facade which should
have been ripped away.

Instead this programme was
aiméd at making the glorious
comparison between the Roman
Empire and the British Empire.
Such a parallel shows the extent
to which the BBC is divorced
from the notion that imperialism
and capitalism are not only
related, but differ in their forms
at the various stages of capital-
ism itself.

Banality

As Lenin put it: ‘Colonial
policy and imperialism existed
before the latest stage of capital-
ism, and even before capitalism.
Rome, founded on slavery, pur-
sued a colonial policy and prac-
tised imperialism. But ‘“genéral”
disquisitions on  imperialism,
which ignore, or put into the
background, the fundamental dif-
féerence between socio-economic
formations, inevitably turn into
the most vapid banality or brag-

ging, like the comparison:
“Greater Rome and Greater
Britain”. Even the capitalist
policy of previous stages of capi-
talism is éssentially different
from the colonial policy of
finance capital.’

The ‘vapid Dbanality’ and

‘bragging’ of which Lenin spoke
was well in evidence in the
Diamond Jubilee programme and
will no doubt characterize most
of the programmes to come.

What can one expect when
memos such as these fly about
the BBC: ‘Finally, we must
inject “life” and ‘“humour” into
our series. Solemn at times, cer-
tainly, but we have a thumping
good story to tell—filled with
adventure and curiosities of all
kinds—and we should relish the
telling of it.

A thumping good confronta-
tion with reality and truth is
what is badly needed.
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The Brtish Empire —
An everyday story of BBC

disaster and confusion

By Anna Tate

AFTER WHAT seemed
like an eternity of prepa-
ration (in fact, three
years), the British Empire
series, poetically entitled
‘Echoes of Britannia’s
Rule’, began its 13-week
run on January 11 with a
programme devoted to

Queen Victoria’s Jubilee.

It was not so much an
‘echo’ as a celebration, a
tribute to 1897, the ‘high

noon’ of Empire, the ‘zenith’, -

the ‘apex’.

Yes, there it was, after all the
axings, the knifings-in-the-back,
the urgent memos passed down
anxious BBC corridors for the
past two to three years, in all its
pathetic, abject mediocrity—Part
1, The British Empire. And
somewhat ill-conceived, poorly
executed, reactionary and cheap
it was, to be sure.

Stalwart

Not that one had expected
that Tom Haydon, writer and
producer of this particular sec-
tion, would necessarily adopt the
Leninist thesis of imperialism as
the monopoly stage of capitalism,
or even the view of social
reformer, J. A. Hobson, that
‘imperialism is the endeavour of
the great controllers of industry
to broaden the channel for the
flow of their surplus wealth by
seeking foreign markets = and
foreign investments to take off
the goods and capital they can-
not sell at home’.

That would have been too
much to ask of a BBC stalwart.
But what one might at least
have hoped for was a semblance
of informative coherence, some
communication of anything
othér than ‘atmosphere’. But
‘atmosphere’, that is to say, a
feeling about feelings running
over the surface of phenomena
(largely upper and middle-class
phenomena at that) was what we
got.

In attempting to convey the
feeling of the period, what the
film succeéded in doing was in
turning into televisual Victori-
ana, bric-a-brac imagery, politics
like potted plant paraphernalia,
or in less polite words—a load of
Victorian junk.

But why, one has to ask one-
self, did the programme look as
though it was thrown together
as cheaply as possible? After all,
the series consists of 55-minute
programmes each of them bud-
geted at £50,000, which is four
times more than the BBC nor-
mally spends on such projects.

Part of the reason for the
lavishness is that the series is co-
financed by Time-Life (Interna-
tional) the men who make big
profits from words and pictures.

Grotesque

It is they who are splashing
the pages of the Radio Times
and the screens of independent
television with grotesquely spuri-
ous advertisements for the
equally profitable booklets they
are bringing out to coincide with
the BBC series. Selling at your
local bookstall at 25p per book-
let, of which there will be 98,
that should cost you (if you are
thinking of buying them all)
exactly £24.50. The adverts,
which should be read in a heavy
American accent, are geared to
making you feel part of that
glorious adventure. They consist
of such atrocious slogans as
‘They seemed like ordinary men

. . till they built the British
Empire’! and ‘History is people
. . . people like you'!

What they mean is, history is
people like you who they hope
will buy the British Empire on
‘easy’ instalments.

|
- Queen Victoria

But to get back to the most
expensive decumentary series of
all time at the BBC.

A group of radicals have
issued a bulletin in criticism of
the Empire fiasco - from which
some very interesting data tran-
spires. It seems
Singer, head of Features at the

that Aubrey

BBC, commented after viewing
two of the programmes: ‘Bloody
terrible . . . it doesn’t look like
£100,000 worth of film to me.

After the incedibly undistin-

. guished Part 1,.'one can only

echo his "wards. But still. his

bright bays “burned their " way ..
through 75, miles of actual film .

The real British Empire in London’s squalid East End.

footage in far-flung corners of
the world at vast expense and
with what looks like vast con-
fusion.

It seems very much as if only
one of the four producers of
this series has tackled the sub-
ject with any attempt at inde-
pendence and . clarity. For his
dogged integrity he was awarded
with harassment and pressure at
every turn., This was Dominic
Flessati, who compiled Part 2
on the Sugar Slaves. His pro-
gramme distinguished itself from
that of Tom Haydon not only by
a more creative use of the
medium, but also by its exposure
of the sheer brutality, exploita-
tion and profiteering which is
the true face of the Empire. The
content of the Flessati film jus-
tifies a separate view, for we
must now endeavour to find a
general line of approach in the
séries as a whole. ‘

‘Subject peoples’

The BBC issued a statement of
principles which claims: ‘We are
not setting out to justify the
British Empire, nor to belittle it.
We will try to strike a balance

between achievements and fail-,

ures. We will avoid = over-
sentimentality.  Although the
British point of view will gen-
erally predominate, it will not
be to the exclusion of the views
of the subject peoples.’ Get thatl
—*‘the subject peoples’.

Perhaps the BBC wasn’t aware
that they are no longer ‘subject’?

Does that seem impossible to .

you? It’s quite conceivable really
if you think that the series’ over-

all Editor, Max Morgan-Witts,

was heard to say during the
course of last year: ‘Do you
mean to say they have closed
the Suez Canal?’

also not aware that Ireland ‘had
ever been part of the Empire’.
There will therefore not be any
mention of Ireland in the series.
And, what is more, there will be
another grand omission in the
shape of the Middle East. Such
‘oversight’ or ignorance or mis-
hap, call it what they will, would
seem to smack of tidy, uncon-
scious policy-making.

Tom Haydon’s ‘Oh, the Jubi-
lee’ reflected all these tendencies.
It fell over on the side of the
anecdotal — ‘anecdotal’ béing a
trendy television producer’s
euphemism for social gossip, the
chit-chat of great people.

Endeavour

When Her Imperial Majesty
Victoria cried out in the film
‘How kind they are!’ one had
the impression she could have
been speaking of her BBC pro-
ducers. Of course, Haydon con-
trived just now and then to stick
a few not-very-nice statistics
over the gradually grandiose,
self-congratulatory picture.

Just a few seconds were
devoted to such facts as, in 1896,
92 per cent of the wealth of
Great Britain was owned by 10
per cent of the people; 70
colonial wars were fought in this
period which was known as Pax
Britannica; 11,000 dervishes were
killed and 16,000 wounded in
the year of the Jubilee as Kitch-
ener fought for the Sudan.

Yet Haydon still managed to
convey the notion of a vast terri-
torial empire gained largely
through the great spirit of Vic-
torian endeavour, its peoples
cpming from far and near to pay
homage to their Great and Good
Queen.

The working class of England
he portrayed as ignorant brutes
lusting for the blood of the

i
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The real British Empire was brutal repression of the ‘subject peoples’. Abo e: British
army execution of rebels in the Indian mutiny 1857-1859. Below: Execution of Boxers
who took part in the Boxer Rebellion in China 1899-1901.

‘subject peoples’. Never was
there a hint that, in their own
poverty and ‘exploitation, the
working class were deluded by
the patriotic propaganda of a
puritan, conservative ruling class
which used everything in its
poweér to conceal the truth of its
self-interested brutality behind a
heroic, adventurous facade.

It is this fagade which should
have been ripped away.

Instead this programme was
aiméd at making the glorious
comparison between the Roman
Empire and the British Empire.
Such a parallel shows the extent
to which the BBC is divorced
from the notion that imperialism
and capitalism are not only
related, but differ in their forms
at the various stages of capital-
ism itself.

Banality

As Lenin put it: ‘Colonial
policy and imperialism existed
before the latest stage of capital-
ism, and even before capitalism.
Rome, founded on slavery, pur-
sued a colonial policy and prac-
tised imperialism. But ‘“genéral”
disquisitions on  imperialism,
which ignore, or put into the
background, the fundamental dif-
féerence between socio-economic
formations, inevitably turn into
the most vapid banality or brag-
ging, like the comparison:
“Greater Rome and Greater
Britain”. Even the capitalist
policy of previous stages of capi-
talism is eéssentially different
from the colonial policy of
finance capital.’

The ‘vapid banality’ and
‘bragging’ of which Lenin spoke
was well in evidence in the
Diamond Jubilee programme and
will no doubt characterize most
of the programmes to come.

What can one expect when
memos such as these fly about
the BBC: ‘Finally, we must
inject “life” and ‘humour” into
our series. Solemn at times, cer-
tainly, but we have a thumping
good story to tell—filled with
adventure and curiosities of all
kinds—and we should relish the
telling of it.’

A thumping good confronta-
tion with reality and truth is
what is badly needed.
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~ The price of coal

July 1960:

Explosion in
the pits

SOME Workers Press readers
may have seen episodes of
Emile Zola’s ‘Germinal’ on
television. A story of a miners’
strike in the 19th century, this
novel expresses the sufferings
and degradation — almost de-
humanization forced on
miners by the coal-owners in
their never-ending search for
profit.

Are these days long since
gone? Is capitalism more ‘human’
now? Perhaps. Perhaps that’s all
long, long ago.

= Treatment

Men aren’t treated like ani-
mals these days. Or are they? Is
it all so far away? How far
away?

On July 28, 1960, at 10 am,,
too much gas accumulated on a
coalface at Six Bells Colliery in

~

S Wales. The result

explosion.

Thére were 47 men working
the face.

was. an

Nobody can say exactly “what
it was like down there that
morning, because no one lived
to tell the tale.

All that can be said for cer-
tain is that some of the 47
men were lucky. They died in
the blast. The unlucky ones
were caught in the ball of fire
that swept round the face
immeédiately afterwards.

Graham ‘Taffy’ King was work-
ing at Steetly Colliery, Worksep,
Notts, that day. He told me:

‘I was at work and somebody
said there had been an explosion
in Wales. I was surprised about
it and then an hour later I got a
telegram from my mother.

‘It said “Dad in explosion.
Come as soon as possible”. I

didn’t have a car and I cquldn’t
drive, but a pal lent me a car
and another pal drove me down
home.

‘When I got home we were
told that everybody on the face
was dead. At the pit there was
a list of names up. Some had
question marks against them. It
meant that those without ques-
tion marks could be recognized,
but those with question marks
couldn’t be recognized. There
was a question mark against my
Dad’s name.

‘The bodies were brought up
that night, They were put in
some old stables at the pit top
and they had to be identified.
There were a lot of wives there,
but mostly men went in instead
of the
neighbours or friends — just to
spare the women from having to
do it.

‘When I went in and looked
at my dad, all there was was
charred flesh and bone. I had
one look and I said “Aye”. [
couldn't really recognize him for
sure, but I said ‘“Aye” because
I couldn’t bear to look any more.

Recognizable

‘They could tell who was
dead by the numbers on the
lamps, but they had a legal
requirement for identification.

‘T didn’t see them all, and
some of them might have been
recognizable. But, my Dad, all
that looked recognizable was the
shape of his skull. If I'd been in
a rugby scrum I'd have been able
to pick out my Dad's head. And
that was how 1 did it then.

‘The features of his face were
non-existent, .There was a smell
all over the room like meat
burning. I came out and 1 was
sick. I can’t remember much else
about it. I was 20 years old,
then.’

Taffy says ‘But this is no sob
story on behalf of miners.
Miners have never had much
time for sob stories or looking
over their shoulders at sad yes-
terdays.

‘But the public must be made
aware of the price of coal. And
I don’t mean in cash but in lives,
men, and in ‘half-eaten away,
rotten, diseased lungs. Miners
know this, but tend not to think
or talk about it

‘Taffy’ King is now on strike
at Bilsthorpe Colliery, Notting-
hamshire.

Even today with modern
technology miners work
~ In conditions
unimaginable to other
workers.

Right : Working on a
wet seam at
Canderrig Colliery.

women—relatives, or-

‘Our fight
1s always

against the

Tories’

—Scottish Miner

ANDREW HORSBURGH will
be 66 in March. He began his
working life before he was 14
—down the pit driving the
ponies to and from the narrow
seams.

A lifetime of work down the
mine generally wrecks a man.
Only a handful finish their days
without some permanent dis-
ability from the decades of toil.

Few get any compensation.

Mr Horsburgh was invalided
out last year with an arthritic
back —the doctor said it was
because of the ‘knocks’ received
at the coal face.

‘But,” he told me, ‘arthritis is
not an industrial disease. The
Coal Board gave me nothing. I
get £1.50 a week pension which
1 paid for myself.’

Andrew says he would never
let his sons work down the mine,

‘I have seen the two big
strikes, 1922 and 1926. We were
betrayed both times.

‘Churchill sent the troops up
round here in 1926. Then the
miners had to scramble on the
tips hunting for scraps of coal.

‘The soldiers used to patrol
with fixed bayonets, but some of
them were human, you know,
they used to give us a bag or
two. But I'll never forget what
that man Churchill did.

‘Now look how this
started.

‘The TUC didn’t organize the
other unions. Thiey should have
settled all the problems of
moving the coal before the
strike.  They say they have
‘confidence’” in the miners’
struggle.

‘They give us sympathy just
like they did in 1926.

The' Loanhead miners’ welfare
club where I met Mr Horsburgh

strike

recently collected for the
Asturian miners’ strike in Spain.
I told him of the coal exported
from Poland to break the strike
and that the Polish government
were now trying to get coal into
Britain. He was not surprised.
‘They did the same in 1926.
‘They brought coal over—and
even miners—from Poland. It’s
always the same, Baldwin or
Heath, Tories always try to use
the workers of one country to

break the strength of the
workers at home.’
Nationalization was a great

day for miners like Andrew and
he still views it as a reform.

In the days of the private
owners, the men worked under
a contract system or were on
piecework.

‘This was a system where one
man earned money at the expense
of another.

‘It was a vicious weapon the
owners used to turn man against
man, the way we are paid now is
better. The more the money is
shared out between men like
brothers the nearer it is to
socialism, and that's what I stand
for,” he said.

‘But otherwise nationalization
was a failure.

‘It didn’t benefit the miner.
The Labour government took it
over but paid massive sums to
the owners and we —the tax-
payers, and the miners — have
been paying these people ever
since. This should be stopped
right away.

‘This strike, like all miners’
strikes, is against the Tories.
Our fight is always against the
Tories, the country will never be
right until we get rid of them.

‘I came to that conclusion 45
years ago when I saw those
bayonets marching up and down.’

B
man

S1gNS
off

THE UNITED STATES Inter-
nal Revenue Service has a
special seven-man unit to
collect information on ‘extrem-
ist political organizations’.

This was revealed by former
Federal Buréau of Investigation
agent Robert N. Wall.

Other FBI activities included
monitoring the telephone of the
Israeli Embassy, planting infor-
mants in a liberal research in-
stitute and fomenting strife
between radical groups by send-
ing anonymous letters.

Wall has written a full
account of his experiences which
is to appear in an Amer@can
journal. He says he is disillu-
sioned with the American way of

life and intends to move to
Canada.

An FBI spokesman, who
would not comment on the

revelations, confirmed that Wall
had been a special agent. .

“Wall said that when an
‘extremist organization’ appears
to have money to spend, the
information is passed on to the
Inland Revenue. Misleading infor-
mation was circulated to New
Left organizations with the inten-
tion of fomenting dissensions.

During the six-day war Wall
was detailed to listen in to the
Israeli Embassy's phone; other
agents monitored the Ara;t_:
embassies. He said he found 1t
difficult to understand  the
accents. )

He also took part in an
investigation of a  ‘liberal
research group called Institute
for Policy - Studies. It was fol-
lowed by individual investiga-
tions of those who worked for
or received money from it. The
FBI secured its records from a
bank without a subpoena and
had them photo-copied. )

Wall . said that he resigned
from the FBI after invéstigating
the Centre for Black Education,
which his superior insisted was
a cover for guerrilla training.

He said he found no evidence
that it was any such thing. When
he sent_a memo to that effect,
the reply was_that ‘either the
agent was naivé or he had been

duped.

ukovsky speaks
on his trial

Part two

TODAY Workers Press publishes the second part of the courtroom
speech of Vladimir Bukovsky, the young Soviet oppositiomist sent-
enced to 12 years’ imprisonment and exile for so-called ‘anti-Soviet
propaganda’ by a Moscow court earlier this month.

Bukovsky, who was tried in semi-secrecy and great haste, fell foul
of the Stalinist bureaucrats for his exposure of the dreadful psychiatric
prisons where oppositionists are held.

Viadimir Bukovsky

‘THE TRIAL proceedings today
have been conducted with
numerous procedural infringe-
ments. The indictment, in which
the word ‘slanderous’ is used 33
times and the word ‘anti-soviet'
18 times. Contains no concrete
indications of which facts are
slanderous among those I com-
municated to western correspon-
dents and which materials of
those taken from me during the
search and which 1 allegedly

distributed, are anti-Soviet.

Of the nine petitions I made at
the beginning of the trial pro-
ceedings and supported by my
lawyer, eight were refused.

Not one of the witnesses I
named, who could refute various
points of the indictment, was
called by the court.

I am accused, specifically, of
handing aver anti-Soviet
materials . in the presence of
Volpin and Chalidze.

[A reference to Alexander
Yesenin-Volpin, son of poet
Sergei  Yesenin, and Valeri
Chalidze, a physicist and member
of an unofficial Soviet civil
rights committee],

However, my ' demand that

these two people be called as
witnesses was not met.

Further, not one of the eight
people I called who could con-
firm the authenticity of my
‘assertions on the facts of con-

finement and conditions of
‘detention of people in spécial
psychiatric hospitals was sum-

moned to the court.

The court rejected my petition
that these witnesses be called
‘and motivated it by saying they
were mentally ill and could not
testify.

At the same time, there are
two people among them—Z. M.
Grigorenko and A. A. Fainberg—
Who have never been placed in
special psychiatric hospitals, but
have been to these hospitals only
as relatives and could confirm my
testimony on confinement con-
ditions in these hospitals.

[The two people mentioned
are relatives of Major-General
"Pyotr  Grigorenko and Mr

Viktor Fainbérg, both dissidents
confined in psychiatric hospitals].

Only those witnesses named by
the prosecution have been
invited to the court. And what
kind of witnesses were they?

Well, before my arrest, a
former school comrade was sent
to me, a certain Nikitinsky who
now works at Sheremetyevo
Airport’s customs inspection
section and who was entrusted
with provoking me to a crime—
arranging for underground print-
ing equipment to be brought in
from abroad.

In all probability, Nikitinsky,
who did military service in the
state security forces, was sent
by KGB officials.

But the ill-starred provocateur
did not succeed in doing this.

Then the investigation, and
then the court too, tried to make
him into a witness on this point
of the indictment. We saw here
how Nikitinsky was not up to
this task either.

What were all these provo-
cations and crude procedural
violations needed for, this stream

of  slander and unfounded
accusations?
What was this trial needed

for? Only to punish one person?

No, there is a ‘principle’, a
kind of ‘philosophy’ here. Behind
the accusation presented, there

stands another, unpresented.

With the reprisal against me
they wint to frighten those who
try to tell the whole world about
theéir crimes.

They do not want to ‘carry
filth out of the izba' [peasant
hut] so as to appear on the
world arena as such irreproach-
able defenders of the oppressed.

Our society is still sick. It is
sick with the fear which has
come down to us from ‘the
Stalin era. But the process of
the public’s spiritual enlighten-
ment has already begun and
cannot be stopped.

The public already under-
stands that the criminal is not
the one who carries filth out of
the izba but the one who makes
it filthy.

And however long I have to
spend in detention I will never
renounce my convictions and I
will express them, availing myself
of the right given me by article
125 of the Soviet constitution, to
all who want to listen to me. -

I will fight for legality and
justice. And I regret only that
over the short period—oné year,
two months and three days—
during which 1 was at liberty,
I managed to do too little for
this cause.?

ITV
9.00:

BBC 1

9.15 For Schools. 10.45 Boomph with Becker. 11.05 For Schools.
12.25 Nai Zindagi Naya Jeevan. 12.55 Disc a Dawn. 1.30 Chigley.
1.45 News, weather. 2.05 For Schools. 415 Play School. 4.40
Jackanory. 4.55 The Tinderbox. 5.20 Soper at Large—Sussex
Downs. 5.44 Sir Prancelot. 5.50 News, weather.
6.00 NATIONWIDE.
6.50 TOM AND JERRY.
7.00 - OWEN MD. Comings and Golngs. Part 1.
7.25 STAR TREK. The City on the Edge of Forever.
8.10 SOFTLY, SOFTLY: TASK FORCE. The Amateur.
9.00 NEWS, Weather. .

9.20 SPORTSNIGHT WITH COLEMAN. FA Cup Soccer, Inter-
national Amateur Boxing, European Bobsleigh._

10.45 24 HOURS.

BBC 2

11.00 Play School. 5.35 Open University.

7.05 MAN IN HIS PLACE. We Are the Masters Now. What
happened to the miners’ dreams of the new Jerusalem?
NEWSROOM, Weather.

TIMES REMEMBERED. Esther Rantzen talks to Professor
Hyman Levy. 2. Conditioning.

LOOK STRANGER. The Statue Man.

FILM: ‘LOVE ME TONIGHT'. Maurice Chevalier, Jeanette
MacDonald. Musical comedy.

NEWS, Weather.

LATE NIGHT LINE-UP.

7.30
8.00

9.00
9.20

10.45
10.50

‘A-Family
at War
—‘Coming Home’

1TV

10.20

For Schools. 2.32 Garden Indoors. 3.00 Houseparty. 3.10

Tea Break. 3.40 Edgar Wallace. 4.40 Paulus. 4.55 Get This. 5.20
Tightrope. 5.50 News.

6.00
6.35
7.00
7.30
8.00

8.00
10.00
10.30
11.00
11.45
12.00

TODDAY.

CROSSROADS.

THIS IS YOUR LIFE.

CORONATION STREET.

FILM: ‘THE ENEMY ON THE BEACH’. Robert Wagner. War
film about a new type of German mine which is paralysing
Allied shipping.

A FAMILY AT WAR. ‘Coming Home'.

NEWS.

TREASURES OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM.

PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING.

WHAT THE PAPERS SAY. 1971 Awards.

SCIENCE AND RELIGION.

REGIONAL 1TV

ATY MIDLANDS: 3.10 Yoga. 3.35
Stars. 3.45 Women today. 4.10
Mrs. Muir. 4.40 Enchanted house.

4.55 Skippy. 5.20 Tightrope. 5.50
News. 6.00 ATV today. 6.35 McQueen, 11.00 Scotsport. 11.30
Crossroads, 7.00 London. 8.00 Late Call. 11.35 Wrestling.
Jason King. 9.00 London. 10.30
0Odd couple. 11.00 Wrestling.
GRANADA: 10,18 For Schools.
» 3.40 Yoga. 4.05 News. Here's
ANGLIA: 3.55 Newsroom, -4.00
Romper room, 4.25 Tea break. 4.55
Get this. 5.20 Tightrope. 5.50
News. 6.00 About Anglia. 6.35

London. 8.00 Mannix, 9.00 London.
11.45 Music @at night.

SOUTHERN: 3.35 Horoscope. 3.40
Tea break. 4.10 Houseparty, 4.23
Cartoon. 4.30 _ Crossroads. 4.55
London, 6.00 Day by Day. 6.30
University Challenge. 7.00 London.

8.00 Jason King., 9.00 London.
10.30 Dick Van Dyke. 11.00
Wrestling. 11.45 South  News.

11.55 Weather.

YORKSHIRE: 10.20 For_Schools,
2.33 World in Action. 3.00 Pied
Pipers. 3.05 House and Garden.
3.35 Calendar. News. 3.45 Women
Today. 4.15 Crossroads. 4.40
Rupert Bear. 4.55 London. 6.00
Calendar, weather. 6.30 Univer-
sity Challenge, 7.00 London. 8.00
Jason King. 9.00 London. 10.30
Mr. Digby Darling. 11.00 Wrestl-
ing. 11.45 Weather, .

GRAMPIAN: 11.00 For
3.37 Grampian News
3.40 Smith Family.
4,40 Tuktu, 4.55 London, 6.00
Grampian News, weather. 6.10
Grampian Week. 6.35 London. 8.00
Department S, 8.55 Police News.
9.00 London. 10.3¢ Odd couple.
11.00 Wrestling, 11.45 Music of the
Highlanders. 12.00 Evening Prayers.

Schools.
Headlines.
4,10 Yoga.

SCOTTISH: 10.20 Schools. 3.30
Winter of Enchantment, _ 3.45
Crogsroads. 4.10 Dateline: Early.

4.55 London. 6.00 Dateline:
nesday. 6.20 Popeye.
sity Challenge.
Department S. 9.00 Londen. 10.30

Wed-
6.30 Univer-
7.00 London, 8.00

Lucy. 4.35 Rupert Bear. 4.55 Lon-
don, 6.00 Newsday. What's On,
6.25 Peyton Place. 7.00 London.
8.00 Cade’s Country. 9.00 London.
10.30 Shirley's World. 11.00 Wrest-
ling. 11.45 What the Papers Say.

ULSTER: 10.20 Schools. 4.30
Romper Room. 4.50 Ulster News
Headlines. 4.55 London. 6.00 UTV
Reports. 6.15 What's On? 6.35
London. 8.00 Strange Report. 9.00

London, 10.30 Tommy Cooper.
11.00 Wrestling. per
HARLECH: 10.20 Schools. 3.50

Katie Stewart Cooks. 4.15 Tinker-
tainment. 4.30_ Crossroads. 4.55
London. 6.01 Report West. 6.15
Report Wales. 6.30 Smith Family.
7.00 London. 8.00 Cade’s County.
9.00 London, 10.30 Tommy Cooper,
11.00 Wrestling. 11.45 Weather.

HTV West as above except: 6.01-
6.30 Report West.

HTV Wales as above except: 3.50-
4.15 Hamdden. 6.01-6.15 Y Dydd.
HTV Cymru/Wales as HTV Wales.

CHANNEL: 10.20 Schools. 4.05
Paulus. 4,20 Puffin. 4.25 Tea Break.
4,55 London. 6.00 Channel News,
weather, 6.1¢0 Towards the Year
2000. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Trea-
sure Hunt. 7.30 Coronation Street.
8.00 Hawaii Five-O. 9.00 London.
10.30 Weather. 10.32 The Comedi-
ans. 11.00 Wrestling. 11.45 Epi-
logue. News, weather.

WESTWARD. As Channel except:
3.55 Gus Honeybun. 4.20 News.
6.00 Westward Diary. 11.44 News.
11.47 Faith for Life. 11.52 Weather.
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Sex-change
vicar?

BRENT Labour council’s plan to
provide contraceptive pills to
women of 16 and over has run
into opposition from the local
Catholic heirarchy.

The council’s offer to meet the
churchmen was turned down
and the Catholic Dean of Brent,
the Rev C. E. McMenemy, in
his sermon last Sunday, told his
parishioners that he wished he
was a woman so that he could
lead such a protest to the town

hall as they had never seen
before.
[ .3
Eccentric

Mr Hughes

' HOWARD HUGHES, the multi-

millionaire, recluse, has a phobia
about germs. )

And he plans to have himself
immediately after death
in the belief of future revival.

| His theory is that he can be

unfrozén when a cure is found
for the disease that killed him.

This ancedote appears in a
biography of Hughes published
on Monday. The book, edited by
Robert Eaton (Lana Turner's ex-
husband), describes Hughes as
‘mysterious and eccentric’.

Apologists
are useful

PRAGUE has found a wuseful
apologist in the wultra-Stalinist
journalist and novelist James
Aldridge. In an interview with
‘Rude Pravo’, the Czechoslovak
Communist Party daily, pub-
lished on Januwary 11, he
defended the Warsaw Pact inva-
sion of August 1968.

According to Aldridge, Czech-
oslovakia was threatened by a
plot to restore capitalism: the
original idea was British and the
whole thing was masterminded
by the Intelligence Service. The
CIA did the dirty work while
the W Germans acted as go-
betweeéns.

Aldridge sees somefhing ter-

| ribly sinister in the visits made
| to western countries by Czech

intellectuals before 1968.

‘In articles published after
their return’, he said, ‘one can
trace out exactly the changes
and trends that were in tune
with the plan thought up in
England, regardless of whether
they were infiltrated with these
trends directly in England or in
W Germany, Austria or else-
where.’

This is the great conspiracy
theory used by apologists for
the Moscow Trials and the
of Stalin’s policies. It
resembles that of some bourgeois
politicians who see in every

. strike or revolution the evidence

| of a plot organized, according to

P

——

taste, in Moscow,

Havana.

Peking or

In Aldridge’s case, he still has
to explain why the policies put
forward at the time of the
‘Prague Spring’ had such an
enormous popular appeal after

' nearly a quarter of a century of

‘socialism’.

The idea of this, and pre-
sumably the Hungarian Revolu-
tion of 1956, the riots in Poland
in 1970 and the Berlin uprising
of 1953, all being the work of
British Intelligence, has some-
thing pathological about it.
Aldridge  has

Perhaps been

taking his own books too seri-

ously, or perhaps his hobbies of
trout fishing and underwater
swimming have something to do
with it. In any case, it is very
convenient for the Czech bureau-
cracy to find a foreign author

| to give 'an explanation of the

events of 1968 which it has

' hardly dared to put forward
| itself.
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The price of coal

B
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July 1960:

Explosion 1n
the pits

SOME Workers Press readers
may have seen episodes of
Emile Zola’s ‘Germinal’ on
television. A story of a miners’
strike in the 19th century, this
novel expresses the sufferings
and degradation — almost de-
humanization -— forced on
miners by the coal-owners in
their never-ending search for
profit.

Are these days long since
gone? Is capitalism more ‘human’
now? Perhaps. Perhaps that’s all
long, long ago.

=~ Treatment

Men aren’t treated like ani-
mals these days. Or are they? Is
it all so far away? How far
away?

On July 28, 1960, at 10 a.m.,
too much gas accumulated on a

~

S Wales.
explosion.

Theére were 47 men working
the face.

The result was, an

Nobody can say exactly what
it was like down there that
morning, because no one lived
to tell the tale.

All that can be said for cer-
tain is that some of the 47
men were lucky. They died in
the blast. The unlucky ones
were caught in the ball of fire
that swept round the face
immeédiately afterwards.

Graham ‘Taffy’ King was work-
ing at Steetly Colliery, Worksep,
Notts, that day. He told me:

‘1 was at work and somebody
said there had been an explosion
in Wales. I was surprised about
it and then an hour later I got a
telegram from my mother.

‘It said “Dad in explosion.
Come as soon as possible”. I

didn’t have a car and I couldn’t
drive, but a pal lent me a car
and another pal drove me down
home. )

‘When 1 got home we were
told that everybody on the face
was dead. At the pit there was
a list of names up. Some had
question marks against them. It
meant that those without ques-
tion marks could be recognized,
but those with question marks
couldn’t be recognized. There
was a question mark against my
Dad’s name.

‘The bodies were brought up
that night. They were put in
some old stables at the pit top
and they had to be identified.
There were a lot of wives there,
but mostly men went in instead
of the women—relatives, or
neighbours or friends — just to
spare the women from having to
do it.

‘When I went in and looked
at my dad, all there was was
charred flesh and bone. I had
one look and I said “Aye”. I
couldn’t really recognize him for
sure, but I said ‘“Aye” because
I couldn’t bear to look any more.

Recognizable

‘They could tell who was
dead by the numbers on the
lamps, but they had a legal
requirement for identification.

‘I didn’t see them all, and
some of them might have been
recognizable. But, my Dad, all
that looked recognizable was the
shape of his skull. If I'd been in
a rugby scrum I'd have been able
to pick out my Dad’s head. And
that was how I did it then.

‘The features of his face were
non-existent, .There . was a smell
all over the room like meat
burning. I came out and I was
sick. I can’t remember much else
about it. I was 20 years old,
then.’

Taffy says ‘But this is no sob
story on behalf of miners.
Miners have never had much
time for sob stories or looking
over their shoulders at sad yes-
terdays.

‘But the public must be made
aware of the price of coal. And
I don’t mean in cash but in lives,
men, and in half-eaten away,
rotten, diseased lungs. Miners
know this, but tend not to think
or talk about it.’

‘Taffy’ King is now on strike
at Bilsthorpe Colliery, Notting-
hamshire.

Even today with modern
technology miners work
~ In conditions
unimaginable to other
workers.

Right: Working on a
wet seam at
Canderrig Colliery.

‘Our fight
1s always

against the

‘Tories’

—Scottish Miner

ANDREW HORSBURGH will
be 66 in March. He began his
working life before he was 14
—down the pit driving the
ponies to and from the narrow
seams.

A lifetime of work down the
mine generally wrecks a man.
Only a handful finish their days
without some permanent dis-
ability from the decades of toil.

Few get any compensation.

Mr Horsburgh was invalided
out last year with an arthritic
back —the doctor said it was
because of the ‘knocks’ received
at the coal face.

‘But,” he told me, ‘arthritis is
not an industrial disease. The
Coal Board gave me nothing. I
get £1.50 a week pension which
I paid for myself.

Andrew says he would never
let his sons work down the mine.

‘I have seen the two big
strikes, 1922 and 1926. We were
betrayed both times.

‘Churchill sent the troops up
round here in 1926. Then the
miners had to scramble on the
tips hunting for scraps of coal.

‘The soldiers used to patrol
with fixed bayonets, but some of
them were human, you know,
they used to give us a bag or
two. But I'll never forget what
that man Churchill did.

‘Now look how this strike
started.

‘The TUC didn’t organize the
other unions. They should have
settled all the problems of

moving the coal before the
strike. They say they have
‘confidence’ in the miners’
struggle.

‘They give us sympathy just
like they did in 1926.

The' Loanhead miners’ welfare
club where I met Mr Horsburgh

recently collected for the
Asturian miners’ strike in Spain.

I told him of the coal exported
from Poland to break the strike
and that the Polish government
were now trying to get coal into
Britain. He was not surprised.

‘They did the same in 1926.

‘They brought coal over—and
even miners—from Poland. It's
always the same, Baldwin or
Heath, Tories always try to use
the workers of one country to
break the strength of the
workers at home.’

Nationalization was a great
day for miners like Andrew and
he still views it as a reform.

In the days of the private
owners, the men worked under
a contract system or were on
piecework.

‘This was a system where one
man earned money at the expense
of another.

‘It was a vicious weapon the
owners used to turn man against
man, the way we are paid now is
better. The more the money is
shared out between men like
brothers the nearer it is to
socialism, and that's what I stand
for,” he said.

‘But otherwise nationalization
was a failure.

‘It didn’t benefit the miner.
The Labour government took it
gver but paid massive sums to
the owners and we — the tax-
payers, and the miners — have
bpen paying these people ever
since. This should be stopped
right away.

‘This strike, like all miners’
strikes, is against the Tories.
Our fight is always against the
Tories, the country will never be
right until we get rid of them.

‘I came to that conclusion 45
years ago when I saw those
bayonets marching up and down.’

coalface at Six Bells Colliery in

FBI
man

S1gns
off

THE UNITED STATES Inter-
nal Revenue Service has a
special seven-man unit to
collect information on ‘extrem-
ist political organizations’.

This was revealed by former
Federal Bureau of Investigation
agent Robert N. Wall.

Other FBI activities included
monitoring the telephone of the
Israeli Embassy, planting infor-
mants in a liberal research in-
stitute and fomenting strife
between radical groups by send-
ing anonymous letters.

Wall has written a full
account of his experiences which
is to appear in an American
journal. He says he is disillu-
sioned with the American way of

life and intends to move to
Canada.

An FBI spokesman, who
would not comment on the

revelations, confirmeéd that Wall
had been a special agent.

‘Wall said that when an
‘extremist organization’ appears
to have money to spend, the
information is passed on to the
Inland Revenue. Misleading infor-
mation was circulated to New
Left organizations with the inten-
tion of fomenting dissensions.

During the six-day war Wall
was detailed to listen in to the
Israeli Embassy’s phone; other
agents monitored the Arabp
embassies. He said he found it

difficult to understand the
accents. .
He also took part in an

investigation of a ‘liberal’
research group called Institute
for Policy - Studies. It was fol-
lowed by individual investiga-
tions of those who worked for
or received money from it. The
FBI secured its records from a
bank without a subpoena and
had them photo-copied. .

Wall - said that he resigned
from the FBI after invéstigating
the Centre for Black Education,
which his superior insisted was
a cover for guerrilla. training.

He said he found no evidence
that it was any such thing. When
be sept_a memo- to that effect,
the reply was . that either the
agent was naivé or he had been
dupe
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Viadimir Bukovsky

Bukovsky speaks

on his trial

Part two

TODAY Workers Press publishes the second part of the courtroom
speech of Vladimir Bukovsky, the young Soviet oppositionist sent-
enced to 12 years’ imprisonment and exile for so-called ‘anti-Soviet
propaganda’ by a Moscow court earlier this month.

Bukovsky, who was tried in semi-secrecy and great haste, fell foul
of the Stalinist bureaucrats for his exposure of the dreadful psychiatric

prisons where oppositionists are held.
‘THE TRIAL proceedings today

have been conducted with
numerous procedural infringe-
ments. The indictment, in which
the word ‘slanderous’ is used 33
times and the word ‘anti-soviet’
18 times. Contains no concrete
indications of which facts are
slanderous among those I com-
municated to western correspon-
dents and which materials of
those taken from me during the
search and which 1 allegedly

distributed, are anti-Soviet.

Of the nine petitions I made at
the beginning of the trial pro-
ceedings and supported by my
lawyer, eight were refused.

Not one of the witnesses I
named, who could refute various
points of the indictment, was
called by the court.

I am accused, specifically, of
handing over anti-Soviet
materials . in the presence of
Volpin and Chalidze.

[A reference to Alexander
Yesenin-Volpin, son of poet
Sergei  Yesenin, and Valeri
Chalidze, a physicist and member
of an unofficial Soviet civil
rights committee].

However, my ' demand that

these two people be called as
witnesses was not met.

Further, not one of the eight
people I called who could con-
firm the authenticity of my
‘assertions on the facts of con-
finement and conditions of
detention of people in spécial
psychiatric hospitals was sum-
moned to the court.

The court rejected my petition
that these witnesses be called
and motivated it by saying they
were mentally ill and could not
testify.

At the same time, there are
two people among them—Z. M.
Grigorenko and A. A. Fainberg—
Who have never been placed in
special psychiatric hospitals, but
have been to these hospitals only
as relatives and could confirm my
testimony on confinement con-
ditions in these hospitals.

[The two people mentioned
are relatives of Major-General
"Pyotr  Grigorenko and Mr
Viktor Fainberg, both dissidents
confined in psychiatric hospitals].

Only those witnesses named by
the prosecution have been
invited to the court. And what
kind of witnesses were they?

Well, before my arrest, a
former school comrade was sent
to me, a certain Nikitinsky who
now works at Sheremetyevo
Airport’s  customs inspection
section and who was entrusted
with provoking me to a crime—
arranging for underground print-
ing equipment to be brought in
from abroad.

In all probability, Nikitinsky,
who did military service in the
state security forces, was sent
by KGB officials.

But the ill-starred provocateur
did not succeed in doing this.

Then the investigation, and
then the court too, tried to make
him into a witness on this point
of the indictment. We saw here
how Nikitinsky was not up to
this task either.

What were all these provo-
cations and crude procedural
violations needed for, this stream

of slander and unfounded
accusations?
What was this trial needed

for? Only to punish one person?

No, there is a ‘principle’, a
kind of ‘philosophy’ here. Behind
the accusation presented, there

stands another, unpresented.

With the reprisal against me
they want to frighten those who
try to tell the whole world about
théir crimes.

They do not want to ‘carry
filth out of the izba’ ([peasant
hut] so as to appear on the
world arena as such irreproach-
able defenders of the oppressed.

Our society is still sick. It is
sick with the fear which has
come down to us from the
Stalin era. But the process of
the public’s spiritual enlighten-
ment has already begun and
cannot be stopped.

The public already wunder-
stands that the criminal is not
the one who carries filth out of
the izba but the one who makes
it filthy.

And however long I have to
spend in detention I will never
renounce my convictions and I
will express them, availing myself
of the right given me by article
125 of the Soviet constitution, to
all who want to listen to me. -

I will fight for legality and
justice. And I regret only that
over the short period—oné year,
two months and three days—

during which I was at liberty, -

I managed to do too little for
this cause.
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Sex-change
vicar?

BRENT Labour council’'s plan to
provide contraceptive pills to
women of 16 and over has run
into opposition from the local
Catholic heirarchy.

The council’s offer to meet the
churchmen was turned down
and the Catholic Dean of Brent,
the Rev C. E. McMenemy, in
his sermon last Sunday, told his
parishioners that he wished he
was a woman so that he could
lead such a protest to the town

hall as they had never seen
before.
[ =y
Eccentric

Mr Hughes

HOWARD HUGHES, the multi-
millionaire, recluse, has a phobia
about germs. ‘

And he plans to have himself
frozen immediately after death
in the belief of future revival.
His theory is that he can be
unfrozen when a cure is found
for the disease that killed him.

This ancedote appears in a
biography of Hughes published
on Monday. The book, edited by
Robert Eaton (Lana Turner’s ex-
husband), describes Hughes as
‘mysterious and eccentric’.

Apologists
are useful

PRAGUE has found a useful
apologist in the ultra-Stalinist
journalist and novelist James
Aldridge. In an interview with

" ‘Rude Pravo’, the Czechoslovak
* Communist
~lished on

Party daily, pub-
January 11, he
defended the Warsaw Pact inva-

. sion of August 1968.

According to Aldridge, Czech-
oslovakia was threatened by a
plot to restore capitalism: the
original idea was British and the
whole thing was masterminded
by the Intelligence Service. The
CIA did the dirty work while
the W Germans acted as go-
betweéns.

‘Aldridge sees something ter-
ribly sinister in the visits made
to western countries by Czech
intellectuals before 1968.

‘In articles published after
their return’, he said, ‘one can
trace out exactly the changes
and trends that were in tune
with the plan thought up in
England, regardless of whethér
they were infiltrated with these
trends directly in England or in
W Germany, Austria or else-
where.’

This is the great conspiracy
theory used by apologists for
the Moscow Trials and the
whole of Stalin’s policies. It
resembles that of some bourgeois
politicians who see in every
strike or revolution the evidence
of a plot organized, according to
taste, in Moscow, Peking or
Havana.

In Aldridge’s case, he still has
to explain why the policies put
forward at the time of the
‘Prague Spring’ had such an
enormous popular appeal after
nearly a quarter of a century of
‘socialism’.

The idea of this, and pre-
sumably the Hungarian Revolu-
tion of 1956, the riots in Poland
in 1970 and the Berlin uprising
of 1953, all being the work of
British Intelligence, has some-

i thing pathological about it.

Perhaps Aldridge has been
taking his own books too seri-

, ously, or perhaps his hobbies of
i trout

fishing and underwater

swimming have something to do
with it. In any case, it is very
convenient for the Czech bureau-
cracy to find a foreign author
to give an explanation of the
it has
forward

events of 1968 which
hardly dared to put
itself.
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35,000
GEC jobs
slashed
since
merger

SIR ARNOLD WEIN-
- STOCK Dbegins the New
Year with a characteristic
flourish — he is to sack
another 1,100 men from his
giant General Electric
Corporation.

This brings the number of
GEC redundancies to 4,000
for the past nine months,

By Weinstock standards,
this mass sacking is almost a
drop in the ocean. In the
financial year ended March

31, 1971, he axed 11,000
employees.
And since the GEC-AEI

merger four years ago, a total
of 35,000 men have been put
out of work.

The Labour government—
and in particular Anthony
Wedgwood Benn — gave
approval to the merger which
formed the £890m Weinstock
empire.

And Edward Heath can
have nothing but admiration
for Weinstock—after all, last
year he gave him a knight-
hood for ‘services to industry’.

‘GEC, Britain’s ninth largest
company, made a profit last
year of £82m, an increase of
more than £10m on the
previous year.

The company is desperate to
maintain this high profitability
and to pay fat dividends to
its shareholders.

For this reason when GEC’s
markets are threatened and
sales decline, the first ‘saving’
is made in the work force.
They are thrown on to the
dole to protect profits.

The list of redundancies in
the electronics giant is spread
all over the country.

@ About 605 redundancies

will occur at the GEC-
Marconi plant at Chelmsford,
Essex, because of the ‘con-
tinuing work shortage’. The
company’s order book is now
40 per cent lower than in
January 1970.

A spokesman said: ‘This
reflects the world-wide posi-
tion in electronics.’

Of the men to be sacked
150 are hourly-paid workers
and 455 are staff employees.

@ At Stafford, about 450

men are being sacked at
the GEC Power Engineering
works during the next nine
months. And company officials
say these cuts are only the
beginning.

A company statement said
a shortage of orders—from the
Central Electricity Generating
Board in particular—is causing
the staff reductions.

The plant manufactures
heavy electrical equipment,
including turbine generators,
transformers and switchgear.
The problems of this section
of industry have already been
sharply highlighted by the
sacking of 950 men at C. A.
Parsons, Newcastle upon
Tyne, last month.

At Wembley, Middlesex,

all 500 employees stand
to lose their jobs with the
closedown of the factory
‘towards the end of 1972’.

The factory manufactures
marine and general com-
munications systems.

The company says that the
situdtion in the plant has
worsened rapidly since the
cancellation of a contract with

Bolivia for radar defence
equipment.
@ Further staff  cutbacks

are being put into effect
at the company’s Merseyside
operation. The former GEC
used to employ 12,000 men at
its three plants on the East
Lancs Road,

But as part of its so-called
rationalization two of the
plants—Napier and Netherton
—have been
leaving only the domestic
appliances and switchgear
divisions. The remaining staff
xsugalgers between 4,500 and

At Lewishath in SE Lon-

don the GEC-Elliott
Automation’s Century Works
is threatened with closure.
This comes on top of previous
closures at Woolwich, Black-
heath and Sydenham during
the past three years. .

More than 100,000 jobs
have been lest in SE London
during the past seven years
as a result of the closure of
more than 100 industrial
premises.

closed down |

Chrysler pay strikers stay out

Fresh burst
‘of militancy
in car plants

LOCAL and national union officials were making
a second bid last night to end a major Scottish
pay strike which has brought chaos to the
Chrysler car combine.

Their success depends
on whether they can break
the new wave of militancy
now sweeping Chrysler’s
Linwood plant near Glas-
gow.

Officials tried last week
and forced management to
remove some of the strings
on a £4 offer, but the 6,500
Chryslér workers rejected
this unanimously on Friday.

The men’s determination
continues in the face of a
vicious press campaign to
intimidate them back to
work. It marks a new burst
of industrial unrest in a plant
which has been docile for a
year.

The strike has already
threatened the company’s bid
to get an 18-month pay and
productivity agreement.

Chrysler offered the deal
without naming the wage in-
crease involved, but spiced its
move with a promise that after
18 months there will be a
three-year climb to full parity

with the  highest paid
Chrysler men at Ryton,
Coventry.

Car workers at Luton and
Dunstable have fallen for this,
but the Linwood men want
nothing to do with group
negotiations or deals.

Chrysler’'s countered by
withdrawing the package deal
and offering £4 with strings
to their Linwood employees,
who are demanding an across-
the-board £8 increase.

Clauses

The capitalist press has
angered the men in two ways.
Firstly it maintains that the
latest £4 offer is without
strings. But this is not so.

One Linwood steward
explained: ‘They have' with-
drawn to conditions which
demand an amalgamation of
various skills and groups.

‘But a clause on overtime
remains — I personally am
against this.’

This clause insists on one
hour’s compulsory overtime
four nights a week whenever

"production requires this.

Newspapers have also
dubbed the dispute as a
‘parity’ strike. This the

steward vehemently denied.

They want the money
rewards that go with wage
equality with the top earners
at Ryton. But not the con-
ditions.

For example, Ryton men
have ‘sold’ their tea breaks
under their Measured-Day
Work scheme.

MDW has operated at Lin-
wood too since 1968. But
stewards claim that conditions
that apply under this vicious
form of exploitation are the
best that can be obtained.

Advantage

There is another reason to
their opposition to ‘parity’.
Workers on lower grades at
Linwood, like viewers and
mechanical handlers, get more
money than their Ryton
counterparts.

This is an advantage the
Scottish carworkers would be
loath to lose.

One man explains why:

‘With the stress and strain
of the Linwood track, we all
end up sweeping the floor
sometime — keeping the pay
up is our insurance.’

But why the sudden burst
of militancy?

From STEPHEN JOHNS IN SCOTLAND

Three factors have affected
this.

Last year, against advice
from shop stewards, Linwood
workers passed up the chance
of a parity fight and went for
a £5 increase instead.

Predictably the management
tagged on the promise of
parity. But the pledge was
only words and now the
strikers are demanding money.

Secondly, the new structure
of the factory floor leadership
has given more power to the
shop stewards.

The union side of the plant
is normally run by a Joint
Representative  Council. On
this body the more conserva-
tive ancillary trades can com-
mand a majority with one or
two votes from the big three
unions — the engineers, the
vehicle builders, and the
Transport and General.

This dispute, however, is
run by a 44-man strike com-
‘mittee consisting of the JRC
plus the works committees of
the unions.

Weakness

Even this body has shown
weaknesses. Last Thursday a
split developed when local
union officers, acting on
instructions from head office,
attempted to persuade a
delegation of stewards to enter
‘informal’ discussions with the
management.

A mass meeting of the 33
shop stewards was called to
decide the issue. And the vote
rejected the talks.

There is a third factor. The
Linwood strike coincides with
the shutdown at Bathgate —
British-Leyland’s truck divi-
sion near Edinburgh.

The strikes have similarities.
The 3,500 Bathgate workers
are in for a £9 ‘no-strings’
rise. :

Both disputes are an indica-
tion of a new upsurge of
militancy among workers in
Scotland.

Officials will be making a
new bid to get the Linwood
men back. This may come on
Friday when they meet again
to hear the progress of their
claim.

Some stewards fear that
Chryslers will come back with
an increased offer in exchange
for the old package.

Hurting

Certainly the strike is
hurting them. The Linwood
men produce body panels for
the key Avenger range on
which Chrysler is staking its
fortunes after a disastrous
performance last year.

If the men get past Friday's
meeting without going back,
they will face their first week
on social security.

Having cleared this obstacle,
the strike may be a long one
—long enough to coincide
with the other strikes loom-
ing in the industry over the
engineers’ pay claim now
being fought at plant level.

Dec 18
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The instability of currency
relations has a direct impact
on production, particularly
for export, as there are no
longer any guarantees, even
in the short term, that con-
tracts will be profitable.

Production is going' down
and unemployment mounting
throughout the  capitalist
world.

Japan’s steel barons reported
yesterday that world prcduc-
tion had fallen last year for

the first time in more than a.

decade.

The drop in this basic pro-
duct was 2.5 per cent, the
Japanese steel federation said.

Unemployment is growing
throughout W Europe, the
brunt being borne within the
Common Market by migrant
workers from Spain, Greece,
Yugoslavia and Turkey.

In both Italy and Britain,
about a million workers are
out of work:.

Major commercial failures
are now likely.

In W Germany, for example,
the Ruhrkohle coal cartel has
reported a $108.9m loss over
the last year and sources in
Dusseldorf say the company’s
situation is so severe it may
not be able to pay its current
bills by the end of next
month.

Tyre plants
screech to halt

MAINTENANCE workers at
two Michelin tyre factories in
N Ireland are on strike over
a pay claim. Five hundred men
at Mallusk and Ballymena, Co
Antrim, struck work on Mon-
day bringing the factories,
employing 2,500 men, to a
alt.
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quarters demanding more positive support for the pit strike
(see story below).

Coal talks

® FROM PAGE ONE

SEVERAL hundred Kent and
Warwickshire miners lobbied
parliament yesterday after-
noon to ‘bring home to our
representatives the serious
situation  confronting  the
miners’, as Betteshanger NUM
president Bill Morris put it.

A major talking point
among the lobbyists was the
intervention 'of TUC general
secretary Victor Feather in
the dispute.

‘It's about time he got off
the fence,” commented Derek
Streeton. ‘But we don’t want
to go to any kind of arbitra-
tion.’

William Tills sported a
large  placard demanding
solidarity action from other
trade unionists. He pointed
out that while production in
the Kent coalfield had
rocketed over the last few
years, wages had gone down.

‘We want some action from
MPs to help us change this
situation,” he said.

Engineers
critical of

pay retreat

ENGINEERS in W London
are attacking union leaders’
abandonment of their national
pay claim as a blow against
the miners.

Chiswick No. 5 branch of
the Amalgamated Union of
Engineering Workers views
the union national committee’s
decision last week to go for
plant bargaining ‘with disgust’.

A resolution to be for-
warded to the executive adds:
‘Small factories and those
whose organization is weak
will become victims of un-
scrupulous management.

‘Those traditionally strong
would face the full force of
the Industrial Relations Act
in the context of more than a
million unemployed.’

The branch concludes that
had the national .committee
called on the membership to
fight for the claim, ‘we would
have linked with the miners
and rallied the whole trade
union movement to bring
down this reactionary Tory
government’,

LATENEWS : , WEATHER

NEWS DESK
01-720 2000

CIRCULATION
01-622 7029

LINWOOD STRIKE

SHORTLY before shop stew-
ards met management * in
London, Chrysler’'s managing
director Gilbert Hunt issued
a statement saying the com-
pany could not possibly afford
to meet the pay demand at
Linwood. He said the company
would face ‘commercial suicide
by pricing ourselves out of
the market’.

ABOUT 2,000. construction '

workers on the Esso .oil
refinery site af Milford Haven,
S Walés, weug, on strike yes-
terday. They claiming a

bonus payment already paid
to workers on the BP Baglan
Bay site as well as the re-
instatement of a shop steward
who was sacked for refusing
to work in the rain, The men
are to meet again in a week’s
time.

NIGHTSHIFT workers at
Rover’'s Birmingham plant are
due to strike tomorrow as
part of a campaign of stop-
pages to win a piecework
average of £40. This follows
a stoppage by 1,700 engines

and transmissions workers on

Monday. The strikes were
decided on at a mass meeting
last Friday.

All overtime has been ban-
ned in support of the claim.
Shop stewards believe the
management’s refusal to con-
cede the claim stems from
British-Leyland’s determination
to introduce Measured-Day
Work.

W SCOTLAND and N Ireland
will have a few showers. The
rest of Scotland except the
SW will have sleet or snow at
first, clearing during the day.
SW Scotland, Wales and W
England will “have rain and
sleet at first, becoming mainly
dry during the morning.

The remainder of England
will have sleet or snow in
places, gradually clearing from
the W during the day.

Temperatures will return to
normal except in SE England,

where it will be rather cold..

QOutlook for Thu and
Friday: Some rain or showers
in most places. In SE England
probably also some snow.
Temperatures near normal but
rather cold in SE England.
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Worse

off than

when pit opened

e —— ——————

VIEW OF THE PIT WHICH WORKED DURING 1969 AND 1970 STRIKES

‘THROUGH this strike the
non-militdnt lads have be-
come more militant than
the militant lads’, says
Malcolm Gregory, president
of the 2,000-strong Bold
(Lancs) branch of the
National Union of Mine-
workers.

The truth of what he says
is borne out by his branch’s
solidarity and determined
action against the Coal Board
and the government.

When NCB chairman Derek
Ezra withdrew his offer in the
first days of the strike, Bold
pulled out the safety men. At
the weekend, the last remnants
of the workforce, including
the scientists at the Bold NCB
laboratory, joined the strike.

Bold has never been a
militant pit. It took no part
in the unofficial strikes of
1969 and 1970. It has never
lost money since nationaliza-
tion and the Board had it on
the list for capital develop-
ment.

It is in the heart of right-
wing NUM president Joe
Gormley’s home territory, but
his supporters are watching
him closely in this strike—
and they are not sure they
like what they see.

‘This is not the Joe we
knew,” says Malcolm Gregory.

‘The trouble is there are too
many right-wingers on the
executive. If they were
stronger and more militant
they'd - have had the safety
men out from the start and
the strike would have been
over more quickly.

‘We’ve the best relations in
Lancashire with our manage-
ment,” says Malcolm. ‘The
men have tried hard to pro-
duce coal under harsh con-
ditions. But now this has
come upon us. . . .

‘The lads on the picket

now are saying: “We'll fight
it to the bitter end”. And they
mean what they say. There’s
no going back on this strike.
It's a battle with the govern-
ment and if anyone can beat
them it’s us.’

‘The Bold miners’ anger at
the NCB leads them to de-
mand real nationalization and
an end to the present bureau-
cratic set-up. ‘It's @ partly

LANCS

nationalized industry,’

says
Malcolm Gregory. ‘Full nation-
alization would mean workers’
management.

‘The present management is
no good. Look at this safety

issue. Last week, after we
withdrew the safety men, they
wanted us to send an elec-

trician down because one of

the machines was arcing. They
had the chief electrician and
the chief engineer down there
and they weren’t able to deal
with it.

‘They told us the cost of
living had gone up 14 per cent
last year. It’s gone up 11 per
cent this year. They won’t

Malcolm Gregory, president of
Boild NUM

even give us a wage rise that
would give us an average living
for five years ago.

‘There're some miners that
can’t afford television sets and
they're working five or six
days a week. They work their
life out in the pits and they
get pneumoconiosis or bron-
chitis [which is not termed
an industrial disease]. They’re

. put on light work and their

money comes down by half.’

Thomas Brown, who  has
worked in Bold for 42 years,
said:

‘We're worse off now in
the main than we were when
the mines first opened. We
were drawing wages six years

back far superior to what

we're drawing now.
‘Some miners at this pit

have to get up at 4.30 in the
morning and they’re getcing
home at five o’clock at mght.
They’re not recompensend for
the number of hours they’re
working.

‘At one time we were
second in the wages table.
Now we’re 14th—they say. I
say we're 19th.

‘What's being done to im-
prove it? Are we going to
change this sort of thing on
our own?

‘The NCB is to blame. It’s
only turned around and said
negotiations have ceased. Ezra
has said “That is that” and
we should be saying “That is
that”. We’ll get nothing out
of arbitration.

‘Behind the NCB is the
Tory government. Our fight is
with them. They have got to
go. We can’'t beat them on
our own. We've so many
unions going separately for
the same case.

‘We should be unified.
Every union with pay claims
should come out together
united against the government.

‘What the TUC has done is
inadequate. It smells of an-
other 1926. Why should we
have to go out every day to
stop coal movements when
Victor Feather has only to
say the word and industry
can be stopped?

‘We all either drown or
swim. And if we don’t defeat
this government we’ll all
drown.’

ANGRY scenes flared at
Dover yesterday after the
driver of a coal lorry struck
a picket over the head with
an iron bar. The injured miner
was taken to Dover hospital
for treatment.

In the ensuing incident
police arrested three miners.

SEAMEN and miners staged
a joint picket outside the
National Union of Seamen’s
S London headquarters yester-
day calling on the NUS to
take a ‘more positive line’ in
support of the miners’ strike.

London seaman Jack Raw-
lins told Workers Press:

‘We are fully in support of
the strike. We will give it as
much support as we can.

_‘We’re lobbying the execu-
tive to ask them to give fuller
support to the miners’ strike.

‘If it comes to it we will
take the position that we can’t
supply labour to scab ships.’

Commenting on the TUC'’s
position Jack said:

‘I would hope that the TUC
would take a more positive
position, in the same way as
we are asking our executive
to do here today, which would
entail financial and physical
contact.’

Seaman Stephen Devreux
said:

‘We want to register our
disgust at the whole position
of the NUS. This lobby is in
solidarity with the miners.’

The NUS executive, how-
ever, refused a request from
miners’ pickets to receive a
miners’ delegation to ask for
support for the strike.

MINERS’ ATUA
MEETINGS

AYLESHAM: Monday, Jan-
uary 24, 7.30 p.m. The Grey-
hound.

DEAL: Tuesday, January 25,
%-Illl’m The Yew Tree, Mill

ill.
CASTLEFORD: Friday, Jan-
uary 21, 7.30 p.m. Sagar St
Rooms.

head- -

sitionist Vladimir Bukov

The appeal was lodged on
Monday with the Russian
Federal Supreme Court.
Bukovsky (29), was sen-
tenced on January 5 to
seven years’ imprisonment
followed by five years’ exile
to a remote region.

He was sentenced after a
semi-secret trial at which he
accused the court of reviving
‘| Stalinist practices. He has
become known abroad for
publicising the fact that sane
oppositionists are detained in
mental asylums.

Bukovsky's sentence has
been followed by increased
police activity against other
members of opposition ‘groups.
In the Ukraine, at least six
people have been arrested in
Kiev, and another seven at
Lvov. Among them is the
noted Ukranian critic Ivan
Dzyuba, accused of Ukrainian
nationalism.

In Moscow, police recently
searched the homes of eight
people suspected of opposi-

Bukovsky’s
lawyer
appeals

MOSCOW lawyer Vladimir Shveisky has
appealed against the imprisonment of oppo-

sky earlier this month.

tional tendencies. The Stalinist
press is also taking part in
the clamp-down.

Valeri Chalidze, physicist .
and co-founder with
Academician Andrei Sakharov
of an unofficial civil rights
committee, was attacked yes-
terday by ‘Izvestia’.

Noting that visiting US
Congressman James Scheuer
had been to see him in Mos-
cow, the government news-
paper said he had hoped to
obtain ‘slanderous information
about Soviet reality’.

Last week’s: ‘Pravda’
launched the present campaign
with an article attacking
oppositionists, and trying to
establish an amalgam between
them and Maoists, ‘revision-
ists’, " “bourgeois ideologists’
and sthe US Central Intel-
ligence Agency. '

@® SEE INSIDE for part of
Bukovsky’s speech to the
court.

W coast
resume

PORTS from San Diego up
to Seattle along the American
W coast were closed down
yesterday as 13,000 dockers
resuymed their 100-day pay
strike interrupted by a govern-
ment ‘cooling-off’ order.

Talks on a new contract
broke down in San Francisco
on Monday night and Pre-
sident Nixon's troubleshooter
J. Curtis Counts was on his
way to Washington yesterday
to recommend legislation to
end the strike, :

The dock dispute began at
the end of June last year, and

dockers
strike

after- 100 days the Nixon
administration invoked the
Taft-Hartley Act to force a
return to work.

This expired at Christmas, -
and the International Long-
shoremen’s - and Warehouse-
men’s Union have since tried
unsuccessfully to get agree-
ment on a new contract with
the employers.

The Nixon government now
has no further powers to order
the dockers back under exist-
ing law and is thought almost
certain to appeal to Congress
for more powers.

Mest Editorial Board

spoakers. Discuss your

Ideas for the expanded
paper

CENTRAL LONDON
Wednesday January 19
7 p.m.

‘Weish Harp’

. Temple Lane
off Fleet Street

workers press

READERS MEETINGS

SOUTHAMPTON

Thursday January 20
7.30 p.m.

Conference Room
Clvic Centre
Southampton
. sy

S LONDON

Wednesday January 26
8 p.m.
Lower Hall

Brixton Town Hall
_Brixton SW2

Class lines
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the success or otherwise of
the whole gamut of their
policies for Britain in the next
few years.

The Tories want to cut
wages, smash ‘the trade unions
with their Industrial Relations
Act, create even higher levels
of mass unemployment to
intimidate the working class
and to get into the Common
Market on any terms so that
the big European capitalists
can join ‘fraternal hands of
friendship’ to fight workers.

The class lines, therefore,
are drawn quite clearly: the
reactionary plans of the bour-
geoisie against . the fight of
the miners on behalf of the
entire working class for a
decent wage and the right to
work. :

On the outcome of the
miners’ fight hangs the future
of this government.

Despite the treachery in the
trade union and Labour
leadership, the conditions are
rapidly building up for the
Tories to be forced out of
office.

ALL TRADES UN
MEET!

Make the Tory government
resign!

yReturn a Labour govern-

ment pledged to restore full

employment and repeal all
aws against the unions!

SW- LONDON: Tuesday
January 18, 8pm. Small Hall,
Clapham  Manor  Baths,
Clapham Manor St, SW4.
‘Right-to-Work’ campaign.

. SOUTHALL: Tuesday
January 18, 8 p.m. Indian
Workers’ Association, 18
Featherstone Rd. ‘The
miners’ strike’.

W LONDON: Tuesday Jan-
uary 18, 8 p.m. Prince
Albert, Wharfdale Rd, off
York Way, Kings Cross.
‘Back miners: Force Tories
to resign!’

CORBY: Wednesday
January 19, 8pm. Civic
Centre. The ‘Right-to-Work’
campaign.

ACTON: Wednesday Jan-
uary 19, 8 pm. The Grey-
lvxgix;d, Becklow Rd, Acton,

SKELMERSDALE: Wednes-
day January 19, p.m.
Quarry Bank community

Camp protest

REFRIGERATOR workers at
LEC Refrigeration Ltd, May-
down, Londonderry, have
staged a_ walk-out in protest
against the opening of a new
internment camp at Magilligan,
Co Derry, N Ireland.

A workers' spokesman on
Monday stated that two-thirds
of the 100-strong work force
left the factory.

‘This half-day stoppage rep-
resents one of the only ways
left by which our workers can
express their condemnation of
the present repressive policies,’
he said.

centre, ‘Right-to-Work cam-
paign’.

CROYDON: Thursday
January 20, 8pm. Ruskin
House, Coombe Rd, E
Croydon. Support
miners.

KIRKBY: Thursday January

20, 8 p.m. St Chad’s Hall.
‘Right-to-Work campaign’.

the

IONS AIL.LIANCE
INGS

MANCHESTER: Thursday
January 20, 8 p.m. Room 3,
Social Centre, Brownley Rd,
Wythenshawe.

WILLESDEN: Monday Jan-
uary 24, 8 p.m. Trades and
Labour hall, High Rd, Wil-
lesden, NW10. ‘Rents and
housing’.
LIVERPOOL: Monday
January 24, 7.30 pm.
Museum (nr tunnel entry).
‘Right-to-Work campaign’.
E LONDON: Tuesday Jan-
uary 25, 8 p.m. All Hallows
Hall, Devons Rd, Poplar.
‘Right-to-Work campaign’.
DAGENHAM: Wednesday
January 26, 8 p.m. Room 11,
East Ham Town Hall, East
Ham. °‘Right-to-Work cam-
paign’.

LUTON: Thursday January
27, 8 p.m. Recreation
Centre, Old. Bedford Rd,
Luton. ‘Right-tosWork cam-
paign’.

N LONDON: (Please note
change of date.) Thursday
January 27, 8 p.m. Town

Hall, Edmonton. ‘Support
the miners’.
SE LONDON: Thursday

January 27, 8 p.m.. Room 2,
Deptford Engineers’ Club,
opp New Cross Stn. ‘The
Right-to-Work campaign.”
SLOUGH: Thursday January
27, 8 paa ‘The Merry-
makers’, Langley. ‘Right-to-.

" Work campaign’.
LANCASTER: Monday
January 31, 7.30 p.m. York-
shire House, Parliament St
(nr bus stn). ‘Right-to-Work
campaign’.

B U S

31 unions now

THIRTY - ONE organizations
have been as trade
unions under the provisions,
of the Industrial Relations
Act.

A government spokesman
said 120 organizations had
been removed from the pro-
vistional register at their own
request.

The TUC had hoped to
know the registration position
of all unions by next Monday.
But this now looks impossible.

Lord Cooper’s General and
Municipal Workers’ Union has

pﬁtponed its decision and he-

will not be coming to Momn-~
day’s meeting of the TUC

registered

Fitance and General Purposes
Committee.

'The seamen’s union is stifl
having talks with employers

about the closed shop and 1

also may not attendd.

@ The Bank Employees’ Union
—one of the first on the full
register—has referred its claim
for a sole bargaining agency
in the United Dominions Trust
to the National Industrial Re-
lations Court set up under
the Industrial Relations Act.

Socialist Labour League
Speclal courses of lectures

In line with decision of ATUA November 6 conference to
build revolutionary party

Lecture Room 1
Digbeth Hall, Digbeth
BIRMINGHAM, 8 p.m.

TUESDAY JANUARY 25
- Economics and Politics

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 1
Historical Materialism today

given

Mid-Hal
Woodside Hall, St George’s Cross
GLASGOW, 3 p.m.

SUNDAY JANUARY 23
Essential Marxism

SUNDAY JANUARY 30
Economics and Politics

by

G. HEALY (SLL national sbereteny
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