=~ 2

LT

s

Spednl-ﬂumber

|
l i
P f
E

‘Session of Enlarged Executive of Cl |

'English Edition.

Unpublished Manuscripts - Please reprlnﬁ

- INTERNATIONAL -

Vol. 3 No. 49

"DRESS

{2th IUly 1023

CORRESPONDENCE

Central Bureau. Berlin SW 48, Friedrichstrasse 225, I11. — Postal address Wilhelm!Bartz, Berlin SW48, Friednchstran:m 11

f HoovEr WAR
" CoLLECTION

June 18. 1923.

by Com-

rade Gallagher, The discussion was continued.

Eweri (Germany):

Comrade Strom said that in national questions the Par-
tics must have, the right of seli-determination. but in the pre-

- sent period of the development of the revolutionary struggle

of the proletariat, therc are no purely national and local
questions.  An erroneous policy in any one country has an
influence far beyond the frontiers of that country, and is used
in every country to our detriment by oyr opponents. In his
interview. Comrade Tranmael also touched upon the question
of the relations between the Party and the Trade Uniops. The
ommon expressed in this interview. that the Norwegian Par-
ty’s influence on the trade tinfons is hampered by its lack of
independence,. viz, owjng to its fuliiment of the decisions on
ggntralism, is contrarv to facts. The Communist Party must
see to it that e trade unions work for the class inter-
ests of the etariat. We too are familiar with the argument
of the “spécial conditions”, which make it impossible for the
Norwegian Party to carry out the decisions, for it was urged
during the struggle with the wavering elements in the Ger-

~“man Party. The fact that the class antagonisms are not vet

as-acute in Norway as in Central Europe, is only one more in-
centive to carry on a relentless struggle against any oppor-
tunist deviations. The Swedish comrades should make it their
task to help the Norwegian Party to carry out the principles
oi the Communist International. Conditions on the Continent
are becoming increasingly difficult, necessitating closer con-
tact with the other brother parties. Therefore. it behoves

the Scandinavian brother parties to establish closer relatlons
with us in Germany and with the other parties. In conclu-
sion, I wish to point out the experience of the German Party
in_coancction with the Executive's interference with the so-
called internal affairs of the Party. Only quite recently, the
Executive pronounced a decision concerning the Germian Party
conflict, which was accepted and carried out by both sides.
We can already say that the decision of the Executive was
correct. It has contributed to the .consolidation of the Party.
We are of the opinion that the International must continue
on the way to stronger centralisation, and we appeal to the
delegates of the Scandinavian parties. to _do their share in the
establishment of a real General Staff of the proletariat.

: (Aoolause)

for laprekorr. — Telegraphic eddress: luprekorr.

The Enlarged Execuiive S

Sixth Day of Session
“ Evening

) .

The Evening Session was opened at 7.30 p.m.

Amter (U.S.A)): %

He felt as Bucharin said that the Scandinavian Comrades
and Parties seem to think that thev are in the erg hefore the
war and that they have not been touched by imperialism. We have
to ask the Norwegian comrades and the Swedish comrades who

support them: What kind of party-do they want {hzmselves?

‘We know that the other parties are well organized centrali-

zed parties that obey the instructions of the Comiptern.

The strange thing is that it is the leaders of the Dartv
who come here and say that they do not want a centralised
partv. It is also strange that the Swedish Party.|which is a
centralised party based upon individual membership, should
support a party that is built wpon quite different liges.

As to the imperative mandate, that had been| got rid of -
in America even within the national organisationj Members’
are scnt to the party congress to represent certain tendencies
and sentiments of the group they represent. afjd they go
bound to cxpress that viewpoint. The .same must be the case
with the International Congress: but the rwresunamc should |
be open to be convinced by the greater experience and know-
ledge of the International. If he is a rcal leader he can on
his return convince his membership of the necessity for his
change of view. 1i not, he i$ no leader and the membership
will be abic to deat with him,

The complaint has been 4nade that the 'members of the
Executive Comitteg are now elected at the Congress. The
Comintern is a unit and should be ablé to fight as a unit. As
Comrade Radek said, the Russians were forced| to take the
leadership because the comrades in the other parties came to
the Intermational merely as liason agents and refused to
assume the responsibilities of leadership.

It has also been complained by the Norwegjan comrades
that the Communist International interferes in the - internal
aifairs of' the Party. It was owing to the interfcrence of the
International with a strong hand, after two vears of persuasion,
that the two American Parties were forced to coalesce. dand
an end was put to the state of disruption that existed in the
American movenient. It was also the firm demand of the
International which. uithough the ifitial steps were taken by
the American Partv, niallv forced it to come out into the
open. with the result that in 1923 we have g consolidalcd
Partv which is a unit,

Falk seemed to think that the mass party of Norway can-
not be transiormed into a Communist Partv. Why not? No
reason was given. It was done in other countr FLs Why cant
it be done in Norwav? ¢ 5 :
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A remarkable thing is that Falk did-not even demand a
fixed period in' which to transiorm the Norwegian Party, We
stand for the unity of the-movement as we_did in 1919, We
want a centralised party so that it ?v;ll be a fighting party.

Every other country-has its peculiarities, just as Norway

has. and it must adapt ifself, as gvery other party does. to -

become a part of the unity of the
T Schiller (Young Comm

i ;
. It seems to me that we ha
the discussion, for the Norwegian
Iriternational centralism as ‘a principle. Of course, there is
still falk about the possibility of!going too far. Of -all the
parties, the Swedish Party is the least entitled to talk in -this:
fashion. The Communist Internatianal has always .kept strictly
within the bounds-of necessity and has always acted with the
greatest tactiylness. Our Scandinavian comrades mow say:
" Yes, we .are for international centralism, pravided the Parties
are allowed to regulate all national questiops. At this rate
we shall soon catch up with the zanisatibx:fl principle of the

ommunist International.
t International):

made some progress with
‘comrades have recognised

Second International. There must be no: differentiation bet-
ween national and international questions, as far as we are
concerned.  All the questions of e‘variousiSec ions concern
also the International. It is almo
tral mmittee of a Party need [not concern itself with the
happenings in the various local groups. Whenever the Inter-
mational ‘intervened in one or other of the Sections, it was
always in the sense that it isssed the watchword “To the
~masses”. It does so even to-day. as far as’the Norwegian
Comrades are concerned. by bringing forward the slogan of
the Workers' and Peasants’ Goyernment, . Our Norwegian
comrades had.much to say on the relations between the Com-
inunist Parties,and the Young Communist Leagues. It is ex-
‘tremely painful. that comrades who here advocate self-deter-
mination,” decentralisation, etc.. w:sh in their own country to
; “Youth Leagues.
The Fourth Congress expressed itsei in the sense that the
Young Communist Leagues shall| be politically and centraily
- subardinate toxthe Parties, viz. tﬁat it is mot only their right,
but their- duty to take part in the life oi'the Party, not only
individually, but as_Organisations. The Norwegian comrades
have asked us if the-Comintern wishes the Communist Youth
1o be in opposition to the Parties. The Norwegian Young Com-
munist League has hitherte never been in actual opposition to the
Party. .It has merely expressed different opinions on some que-
- “stions. The Youth will continue- to demand the right to freedom of

- ticular statement made by the Swedish comrades. It was .said
that the Communist International was inciting the Communist
Youtls -in the Scandinavian countries .to act like insurgent
bands against the Parties. This military term reminds me
wery much of Longuet. who spoke of Zindviev's pistol. To-

_~day, Longuet is one of the most bitter onponents.of the Com-
munist International. Ml I can say is:| as long as there
.is a Communist International and Young Communist Leagues,
the latter will be the vanguard of Communism not only in

I hope that it-will be pos-

sible to arrive \at an agreemént with our Scandinavian com-

rades.  The first -oremise for this is. the recognition that the

.Communist Internnational must be a World Party.

ot

Lévi (Franee):

We often heard people who are no langer in our Party,

- rdise’ the same’ objections as the Norwegian comrades raised

- .pn this platform. As soon:as~the decisions of the Fourth

(

/- Russian . domination of the international.

. Congress hecame known, the comirades, who -since then adop-
established a new -

ted the name of resisters, left the Party an
party in . opposition to the International. = They adonted an

7 attitude similar to that of some of the Scandinavian delegates.

We do_not wish to prejudice the attitude which will be taken
up by our Norwegian comrades, but it would be painful for
“the International if the difficulties and the| experiences of one
of its Sections did not serve as a lesson to another Section.

' The speaker further dealt with the chief arguments of the

isters. which are analoguons to those the Norwegians—
i The  bourgeois
mnd the democratic press were the first fo| raise this question.
.\We all know that the Executive frequently asked the Partics
‘40 send to it their most trustéd and most capable members.
10l§fmnst -admit that those who made the revolution are en-
titled to. exercise influence in the International.

rotsky has already disposed of this. poor argument. The
Russian Revolution and the International are one. the defcat
;ﬁ“jﬂlej!prmer would be thé undoing of the latter, and

as if one! said, that a Cen- .

opinion. I wish to protest very ¢nergetically against one par- .

s I The Inter-
" pational 48 a tool in the hands of the Russian Revolution:

_Like thé Norwegians,

‘gian comrades.
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vice ‘versa. It has also. been— said that the  Inter-
natiofia] _wanted to impose excessive discipline, ~ But
our discipline is voluntary and active, it consists in

action after a fraternal discussion. National traditions were
conjured. up. just as during the French crisis. References ‘were
made to the: delegates’ imperative mandate. as if International
Congresses, would be of any use if delegates arrived’ with
cast iron’resolutions. It is only natural that delegates be given
general directions by their parties, but they should not be
deprived of  the advantage of international experience.
our resisters alleged that thev wanted
to rehabilitate the revolutionary policy of the Party which,
according to them, was compromised by the decisions of the
Fourth Congress. He had no desire to call into auestion the
courage in action shown by our Norwegian comrades in their
country. There is one thing, however, which we find rather
strange: their paper is still called the Social-Democrat.

The Norwegians are repeating to-day the arguments of
yesterday .of the French adversarics of ithe International.

ur resisters of yesterday quote today the Norwegians. Thus

their action. goes against the International, even if they had
a mind to keep it strictly within the limits of their country.
iIn the present period ore can no longer discriminate between
national. and international.

Our experience must serve as a
Let them ‘study it.

lesson to the Norwe-
There is still time for
them to change their mind ang
directions of the International.” This would be in their inter-
est as well as in the interest of the International,

Schetlo (Norway):

On- behalf of the minority of the Norwegian Delegation.
1 declare that we do not see the danger of a split. mentioned
by Comrade Strom. We hope that our faction will be victo-
rious at the next Conference of our Party. Even if it is not,
we will not desert the Party. I believe that Comrade Tran-
mael will make a similar declaration. N

Kuusinen (Finland):

In one of his articles Comrade Tranmael reproaches the
Communist International with two defects inherited irom the
Second International—opportunism and centralism. We know
the history of the Comintern to be one of relentless crusade
against opportunism. We also know that the Second Inter-
national collapsed because of decentralisation, of which fact
comrade Tranmael is well aware. Comrade Tranmael appa-
rently has a different conception of centralism than we have.
And this is probably the consequence of his traditions of the
fight against the old Trade Union bureaucracy. He is afraid
of dualism and of the contrast between the. membership and
bureaucracy. and he is to a certain extent right when calling
attention to the danger. This is provided for in the theses
of the Third Congress. where it says: “Even the revolu-
tionary labour movement inevitably inherits this tendency
of formalism and bureaucratism from the bourgeois environ-
ment, up to a certain point. These contrasts must be com-
bated by the Communist Party by persistent work of political
organisation and education, and by many improvements %
provisions”. By .democratic centralism we mean
association of centralism . with proletarian democracy,
the unification of the struggle. The .relative limits of
centralisation must be extended as far as-rEquired by revol-
utionary activity. The slogan of the World Party raised by

the Fourth Congress; is not a new thing, it is as old as the |

Communist International itseli. This World Party has not
yet come, it is. our goal, and we may discuss the way to
ensure its ‘quickest achievement, but not question the-slogan
itself. 1t Is a difficult thing to create a World Party. We
only. have the beginning of it. The history of the formation
of this Party has been.chiefly the history of inteérvention in
so-called .internal affairs. of afiiliated parties.
ventions have. rarely satisfied all concerned, but aiter the
first unavoidable conflicts, there remained something very

A

solid, which ermabled all these parties to learn something about

the importance of coordination. This gives rise to truly united-

fighting and to a deep-rooted confidence of the parties in the

Executive, which means much more than-the mere adherence . \

to ‘the Comintern. It is true that the leadership is still to
a great extent. in the hands of Russian comrades., but this is
due not only to their Russian, but also to- their International
experiences. ; ,

Let us take the latest intervention in the internal affairs

.of the American Party. After a few months the two factions,
which were hitherto at' loggerheads, informed us that at last

-

to accept® without reserve the .

These inter- -

N
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they had created a united Party. thanks to the intervention
of the Executive. The peculiar circumstances in Scandinavia
do not absolve Scandinavian comrades of their duties; they
only suggest the starting point, but by no means a different
policy. According to reports from the representative of the
Executive in Norway, only a small section of the membership
is active there. It is therefore a question of arousing them
all to greater activity. Comrade Tranmael asks for guaran-
tees against opportunism. The Qest guarantec is, on the one
hand, the actions of the bourgeoisic; and, on the other hand,
the Communist preparations for the overthrow of the bour-
geoisie. The situation is more difficult in Sweden, where a
small Communist Party is opposed by a great Social-Democ-
ratic Party, but I must say that the Communist Party has
a large following, particularly in the Trade Unions. Also in
that country it is most important to increase the activity
of the members. We must particularly criticise the attitude
of the leaders of thé Swedish Party towards the Youth
League. Comrade Hoeglund should remain true to his tra-
ditions as the champion of the Communist Youth Movement
by creating at the present moment better relations between
the Youth and the Party. The criticisms of Comrades Tranmael
and Hoeglund put them at the parting of the ways. I conclude
with the wish that at tliis Congress Tranmael and Scheflo will
shake hands and resolve to build together our Communist
Party in order to lead the working class to victory.

Heeglund (Sweden):

We did not attempt to force our will upon the Exccutive.
we only gave the facts in justification of our attitude. We
are, and we have always been in favour of democratic cen-

centralism  and bureaucratism. The Executive must deal
best be applied, and how to avoid the danger of suner-
centralism and bureaucratism. The Executive must deal

with the Scandinavian question more caréiully than hitherto. [
must also protest against the accusation thrown against us
by Comrade Bucharin on the basis of an article by a pacifist.
With regard to the Swedish-Norwegian complications in 1905,
we did raise the slogan of the general strike and the armed
insurrection. The same happened in 1916, which can be borne
out by Comrade Bucharin who lived in Sweden at the time.
We do not represent the standpoint of peaceful evolution,
neither does Tranmael in Norway, but we are living in another
phase of development, and it would be ludicrous -today in
Sweden to raise the slogan of arming the proletariat. In-

° creased centralism would make such demands upon the Exe-

cutive, as it cannot fuliil, and we would reject such increase
of centralism.

Koriischoner (Ausiria):

We have watched the development in the Scandinavian
countries with increasing misgivings, for we have evolved
out of ‘the left wing of Zimmerwald, whose founders included
also the Swedish Youth League. The manner in which Com-
rade Falk, representative of the Norwegian Party, has spoken
here appeared to me to be a direct provocation. The Com-
munist International is a united body which cannot be severed,
and to, which all of us must cling with determination. Some
comrades may seem to find inexpedient some of the things
done by the Executive upon one or another occasion. For
this reason we must try. so to shape our centralism. that it
may become an active weapon of the International. A fede-
rative organisation of our Infernational would deprive us of
fighting ability as against the concentration of forces, now
started by the opportunistic opposition. It is neccessary to
remind the Scandinavian comrades of their duty towards the
workers of Central and Western Europe. Every step under-
taken by them against the Communist International, every
undermining of the edifice of centralism, is a hindrance to
us in our hard struggle, in the fight against world capitalism
and international reformism. We express the hope that the
masses of the Scandinavian workers and their leaders will

recognise that they are part of the International Movement,
and will fulfil their duties.

Comrade Radek:

The question of democratic centralism is of far greater
importance to-the .Communist International now than it was
during the period of the proletarian offensive. We are now
in the stage of transition, and it is therefore much more diffi-
cult to create a central international leadership and to apply

“\the principle of rigid centralisation through the whole of our
or In all questions’ where the Executive deemed it

ganisations,

\
N

necessary to intervene in the so-called internal Party affairs,
it was never a case of insignificant local matters, but always
of questions which were of international importance. During
my stay in Norway, I arrived at the firm ¢onviction, that the
Party there was making good grogress. Whether the faction
which supports unreservedly the decisions of the International’
is strong or weak. I feel sure at all events that on the daw
when we start a campaign under the slogan: “With the Intere
national or against it”, the fate of our opponents will be
sealed. They will be unquestionably deieated. My only anxi«
ety is that in such a campaign we might lose comrades whom
wo do not care to lose. For instance, Comrade 1ranmael is
not merely an individual, but a whsle chapter in the Nore
wegian Labor Movement, and this is also the reason of our
great forbearamce and paticnce.  Neverthéless, not™only are
we convinced of our ability to arrive at a modus vivendi with

our Norwegian comrades, but also that [they will become -

convinced that our tactics are right. Furthermore., we will
have nothing against the “Mot Dag” aroup if they will do
revolutionary communist work among -the intelleduais\ instead
of scaring the Party with the bogey of reformismy_ With
regard to the attitude of the Swedish Party leadwrship
towards the Communist Youth, and also the¢ relations between
the Youth and the Party in Norway. the opposition attitude of

the Communist Youth is a symptom which merits reflectjon,

In the Communist Youth we have ardent and convinced ad<
herents of Communism, and wicen they are in opposition ta
the Party leadership. it is a sign of the weaknes and faulti«
ness of its policy. To conclude: there can be no bargaining

about the general principles of the Communist Iaternational, *-

bccause bargaining is entirely out of plage ‘here. In every
individual case there mav be ground for ¢oncrete agreement
as to the application of our principles. Thers can be no
higgling about terms with the Executive, hut we must under=
stand with perfect clearness the general requirements of oun
revolutionary movement and do our utmost to act accordinglye

Urbani (Iialy):

Attempts were made to_rally the Italian Communists
against centralism.  These attempts were of course in vaing
for the Italian Party and its leader, Bordiga, insisted on tha
strict and immediate application of the decisions on eentralismy
The Italian Youth are also opposed to the Scandinavian stand«
point. 1taly is decidedly for and’/not agninst cemtralisationy

Siewart (England):

The Norwegian comrades had made the declaration that
they did not expect to be able to chanwe the attitude of the
International on the question of centralisation.  That was wells
for whatever their expectations had been it was clear that
the International had not the fzintest intention of ubandoning
one inch of Yemocratic centralisation.

In the commission, when he (Stewart) asked Comrada
Falk just what amount of centralisation the Narwegian Party,
could stand, his answer was, practically no centralisation.

Every Party which had been opposed to so-called Exe«
cutive interference in the long run admitted that the inter<
ference was beneficial.  He'spoke on behalf of a Party which
expected to get some interference, and some drastic inter
fcrence. .

Did the Norwegian Comrades expect that their bourw
geoisie was going to give them a nice little Scandinaviarg
rcvolution which would conform with the peculiaritics of their
national situation.

Democratic centralisation was adopted to make good thd
failure of previous Internationuls, and the proof of its bene«

- ficial influence was the growth.of the ppwer of the Third

International as opposéd to the declining influcnce of the other

Internationals,
Sirém (Sweden):

I have to correct a few of the remarks made (duripg thd
discussion. We do not all imagine that the class strudele In
Scandinavia will be exactly idyllic, and Comrade "Bucharin
knows this from experience, for has he npt spent some tima
in a Swedish -prison? "We bhelieve in contralism, but in
questi‘gns of a purely local nature, we must be atlowed free
dom of gction. It is also incorrect to sayv that we think therd
dre too many Russians at the head of the Communist Inter<
national. 1 say that the contrary is the case: thank God that
the Russian comrades have so much inflience in-thie- Inter<
national. In answer to comrade Schiiller, I should like to say:

that we are not at all opposed to freedom of discussion im-

our Youth Leagues. What we cannot tolérpte is—that a Youtkt

it
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) 1 League should develop into a fraction opposed to the Party.

.| _ Youth League is in opposition to the Party. |1 should like to

" know if there -is a single Party which has never experienced

any opposition from its Youth. But there are many tenden-
cies of which one must beware. s

. Falk (Norway):

Comrade Stewart had repeated a charge which had often
' been made, namely that the Norwegian Party did not want
. _any form of centralisation but was out for perfect freedom
for the Party,-for each™ocal, and for every member. That
: was not true. They waited strong centralisation both for
"4 - the Party .and ifor -the memyers: There was no difference
" " of opinion about that: the question was how to gbtain it.
In Sweden and Denmark the parties-were small. In Nor-
- 1'7 Way the Comumunist Party” contained\the mass of the workers.
“!' " The question was hew to maintain the\Party as a mass Party.
Conditions jn Norway were no different fram Sweden and
Denmark, but they ran the risk of obtaining the same results
as in Sweden and Denmark. if they followgd thie lines of
the . Partfies in those countries. <
* The Norwegian Party made reservations before entering
- the Third International in orders to; rétain ‘in the Rarty the
_‘mass of the workers, The mass Party may be d .Qo,ved
if care is not taken. je T s
% N Such declarations as that made by Scheffo neither keeba
“| - "Party together nor split it. It is the day to day acts of th
Party that do this. In reply to the deelaration of Scheflo,
_the .majority of the Norwegian. delegates desire to state that
the unanimous resolution adopted at the Norwegian Party
Congress ‘on the relations between the International and the
* Party presupposed that the strife between the two was at
3 an end. The majority had loyally observed the resolution. but
i~ “the strife has been taken up again at the Congress. and it
‘. "Js impossibie to foresee the consequences. The situation, has,
< “at any rate,. become far graver than it previously was.
AL They wished to draw the attention of the Enlarzed Exe-

.- cutive to the fact that if the .Norwegian Party was to be main- .

-tained as a_mass Party, the authority of the Exccutive must
- inot’ be used as it has been used in the past vear.

bt <. Fly¢é (Sweden):

| Comrade Strom has asserted that the Swedish Partv is
strongly centralised and that the statutes are also binding
for the Youth League, having been drawn up jointlv with
i | the Youth tepresentatives. He said “that we had alreadv
1. enough disputes in the Party, and that the latter will not
S0 - allow the Youth League to become a Party within the Party.
.+ We lully agree. with this. It is quite true that we have had
+, many futernal disputes, but what caused them? Only Hoc-
i glund's and Strom's. attitude, who always said that they were
i > in favour “of  the] decisions of .the Executive, but could not
. for' the moment put ‘them into practice. I believe that this
i Session of the ‘Enlarged Executive will help us to inprove
* |, the coriditions within the Party. which will-allow us in Swe-
i+ -den and ‘throughout Scandinavia to unite 'all our forces in
working for- the ¢common caise. 1 wish to indentify myseli
"+ 'with_Comradé Radek's statgment that the Party can depend
" lon the collaboration and support of the Communist Youth,
‘- previded it does not oppose ,the Communist [International.

A - Concluding Speech
L of Comrade Bucharin:

_ Comrade Bucharin in closing the t!ebate!said: This item
of the agenda was to be in the nature of aj discussion with
.| . the Scandinavian comrades, ~That it-was converted into an
- [ lattack on the Scandinavian comrades, is not pur fault. Com-
: vade Falk said that he would not deal with the theoretical
=~ sidel of this question. . This was only natur?l. for the com-
-...| -~ rade had no arguments to use against us. At first the Scan-
~ dinavian comrades took up the offensive. When they noticed

| that almost the entire International was-against them, they
71" went over to the defensive. Comrade Hoe¢glund: said: we
“.l 7~ have ot done anything wrong, we merely asked that a little
more attention should be paid to Scandinavian questions. On
this point,-.we are with Comrade Hoeglund, but we must
‘ask the Scandinavian comrades to:pay a little thore attention
forthe entire International. In the course of this discussion,
| “the represententives of almost all the Parties testified to the
" -fact that the Execiitive did always the right thing every time
: -tt_-ht,ef}vén#jln, national questions, . Why * were our Scandi-

i
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Comrade Radek thinks that it is an alarming sign that the-

* said that we had made mistakes in connection with the Scandi-
navian guestions, one should take everything into account
and draw the balance. The discussion which has taken place.
here has shown that the Executive of the Communist Inter-
national was a skilful leader of the movement of the world
prolétariat, and that is the main thing. Why should ‘our
leadership, which was acknowledged to have-been good in
all the countries, have been bad in’ Scandinavia? I hardly
think that the fault lies with the Executive, but that we

must look for it on the ofher side.” Comrade Falk ' pointed

out in His last speech thaf the Norwegian Party had made

reservations ‘at the time of éntering the International, I

think that tHese reservations are the cause of the present

sitiiation’ and ‘of the isolation of the Norwegian Party. Com- -

rade Hoeglund is much too fond of manoeuvring, but l»canghf.
say that-his manoeuvring is always skilful. Comrade Strom aid
that. he acknowledges the. centralist- standpoint. Hoeglund.
.on the other hand, defended the standpoint of the Norwegian
comrades, which is in direct opposition to the centralist
standpoint. I am reproached with drawing caricatures. But
every caricature is the embodiment of the-original. 1 showed
up certain opportunist .tendencies. Did we. hear arguments
against it? The comrades talked about the “split” spectre,
but who wants the split? -We were reproached with warting
to undermine. the authority of this or that comrade. The
contrary is the case. By their attitude, the comrades. are
. themselves undermining their authority. The comrades have
“_accused me of quoting ‘'some paragraphs from an article by
H%glund without explaining the specific situation at the time
when this article "was written. A French proverb savs:
“Tout_comprendre clest ' tout pardonner”. However, .this
does not_apply to us. Comrade Hoeglund also said . that.it
is foolish o carry out the arming of the working class in
Norway and>Sweden. In arguing with Tranmael. I did not
reproach him Wit not having brought forward this slogan.
I merely argued “against’ Tranmael’s anti-militarist ideology.
Hoerlund refuses to~understand this. Strom- said. that I must
be fully aware tha:‘\eo%i}tions in Sweden are mnot idyllic,
having experienced what prisons in Sweden are. But I main-
tain, that in-compauison’ with what is going on in Central
Furope, in the Ruhr, in- Yugo-Slavia, in Italy, in Hungary,

2nd just now in Bulgaria, Scﬁndhaqsv\i’(zm conditions are idyllic. -

Comrade Strom asserted: that the edish Party is in favour
of centralism, I daresay they are, t on the Norwegian
model, with such strong reservations.™~that at a critical
moment, we might find them supporting “another tendency.
Comrade Falk in his first speech argued \a\\{’h{xme that the
quiestion now is, whéther the various peculiarities~of the Nor-
weeian Party should be overcome or should be
In his second speech, hawever, he -said that on this
he heard from us nothing but jeers. Which of the
+things is right? The frouble lies in the Norwegian Party
having joined the International wifh reservations. This
is-exactly the bad poirt. which must be overcome. Comrade
Falk asserted, that to-days discussion will re-open the frac-
tional struggle in the Norwegian Party. Surely. no one in
his senses can protgst against the discussion of such auestions
here in the Executive, for are we not-to explain to the Exe-
ctitive and to all other brother Parties the standpoint of the
Norwegian and Swedish comrades? Much was said  here
aboint the blind obedience of the Russian comrades. I should
advise our Scandinavian comrades to study our Party a little
more carefully. I do not know whether our Norwegian com-
rades are acquainted with our factory nuclei. In some fac-
tories these nuclei consist of only five or six persons, but
even these small units concern themselves with; all political
. questions, and in no oth¢r Party is Party life so active as in
ours. Discipline with us is not blind obedience, but unity
in "action. A 3 .

We cannot say that we never make mistakes, and we
do not object to being criticised. On the contrary, where-
ever we make mistakes,iwe are anxious to make them good
with your assistance. We may say that it is our wish to
bring about, ‘as speedily as possible, a reconciliation between
the Executive and the Narwegian Party. erefore, we shall
‘meet these comrades more than half way in the Commission.

. But we deem-it our duty to criticise every serious symptom
of - deviation' from the standpoint of the Communist Inter-
national, It is. our duty fo do our utmost in the’ Commission,
in order that we may, after this Session of the Enlarged.
Exeic;xtiv«e._ glose our rangs in the struggle against the bour-
geoisie, | £ i . s § e

. ; i
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_Séifenih;l)ay of Session

\
June 19. 1923.
.The Session comemnced at 11 a. m, with Com. Gallaghet.
in the chair. Comrade Lozovsky was called upon to report
on-the Trade Union and Factory Councils Question.

Repori of Comrade Lozovsky
on the Trade Union Question

The decomposition of reformism has been going on for
some time in the international trade union movement. It was
aggravated by the constitution of the Communist Inter-
national. The will of the workers to tonduct class war gave
was formulated by
the' Communist International and the Red International Trade
Union and which gives concrete jexpression to the desires
of the workers for unity of class 'action.

7 The organisers of the Peace Congress of The Hague did
*not suspect that this great demonstration would discredit them
profoundly. But three weeks later the occupation of the Ruhr
revealed the impotence and the duplicity of the reformist
intprnationals. When the moment came for putting their reso-
lutions -into practice, they turned out to be absolutely im-
- potent. Since then, the working masses have begun to unders-
tand - the gravity of the international situation better. The
Frankiurt Conference held in March already reflected certain
definite changes of outlook. There one could observé Social-
democratic and independent socialist fractions declaring their
preference for a united front with the Communists to a united
front with the bourgeoisic. A left tendency began to assert
its influence within the Amsterdam International without the
leaders perceiving it. The reformist leaders lioped to save
the situation at Hamburg. The essential character of the
Hamburg Congress is best expressed in the followims sent-
ence of the opening speech made by the German Social-Democ:
rat, Wels: “The stronger we are against Communism, the
stronger we shall be against reaction”.

* The Congress had not yet ended before the International

Congress of Transport Workers clearly demonstrated the
change of outlook fhat had been taking place amongst the
reformists themselves. '
, 1f it is true that our tactic of the United Front has wade
_access to the mass organisations possible, it follows . that
every Communist Party must apply and develop this tactic.
The Congress of Transport Workers has already given a prac-
tical programme of action for the United Front. It decided to
create an international committee of transport workers to fight
against Fascism and war and to create commissions at the
ports, at the frontier stations, and on the main railways, to
control. the: movement of raw material. It also decided to
summon an international conzress of transport workers in
which all the trade unions cgncerned should participate. We
thus see that the creation of the United Front is the first step
leading to the reconstruction of the Trads Union Movement.

. When the reformist leaders enter into negotiations with us
on the question pf a United Front, they impose on us con-

“~ditions which we| cannot accépt. notably the demand for the

cessation of our polemical attacks—as if we make them for plea-
sure.~In certain communist circles the idea is prevalent that
the United Front is equivalent to an armistice with the refor-
mists. Nothing could be more incorrect. It is gnly an armiis-
tice for the purpose of action and when the refdrmists really
“serve the cause of the proletariat.

~The Transport Workers' Congress showed how an agree-
~ment between the revolutionaries and the left wing of Am-
sterdam was possible. The agreement was reached upon the
following program: ; . '

1. The defence of Soviet Russia as the centre of the pro-
letarian resistance to world reaction. :

2. The fight against the danger of war by means of mass
_action. :

3. The creation of an International Committee of Action
consisting of equal representation from® bdth sides. to con-
duct action and propaganda against war and Facism,

4. The permanert control of transport of raw material.

5. The summoning of a World Congress of Transport Wor-
kers for the purpose re-establishing national and international
unity. f -

6. The joint defence of the Transport workers of all coun-
“Aries who have suficred from Fascism. A common fund for
~ giving assistatee in such cases.

, |

for the formation of mew autonomous groups. I :
to fight for the re-inclusion of the excluded members, but if we -

1 —

7. A joint aﬁveai from the lntcrnationall Federation of
Transport, Workers and the Russian Trade Unlions to the rail-

- waymen and scamen of all countries.- 1

8. An incessant propaganda against Fpsci:‘»m as the
weapon of the burgeocis class.

9. Ufilisation of the parliamentary  platform
Fascisnt. . 1 '

10. Armed resistance to Fascism, \l

11. The supervision of the movements of| Facisti.

12. Contact and collaboration with all workers’ organi«
sations interested in this matter, o .

13. Educational work amongst Transport Workers ~ to
counteract reactionary influences. | *

14:-Recognition of the nccessity for re-establishing Trade
Union unity.

against

of tlie Trans-
port Warkers, -

- 15. Recognition of the principle that join{ action is im-

possible except on the basis of the class war. ‘ -

Th's agreement was made possible becayse ‘the leaders
of the International Federaticn of Transport Wprkers had.lost
faith in their former tactics and themselves d
was no isswz except in a bloc witlr the leit wing.

Of course. the German reformist leaders are working to
destroy the efiect of these resolutions. The French delegate,
Bidegarray, is doing the same. but is meeting with -the re-
sistance of his own followers. Rivellie of the Seamens’ Unjon,

in an article entitled “With Fimmen” expressed himself in fa«

vour of the Berlin resclutions. Even the qu‘stcrdam "Inter-
national. in an extremely elastic resolutlon, |stated. that it
was not bound bv the Berlin avreewents.  This mcderation
is an indication of fear. It fecls the blow but fears to attack
its right wing. It would like to nullliiv the decisions of the
Transport Workers’ Conference, but dares not act openly. I
order to achicve the United Front. we have dignlaved a great
spirit ‘of conciliation. The programrme of the Transport Wor-
kers must now be made to serve for the whole international
trade union movement.

We ‘are faced with two forms of resistange: that oi the
reformist secessionists and that of the revolttionaries who’
wish to remain in the independent groups which necessivy
has caused to be created. Ia our opinion the fight for unity
must be engaged in by everybody.

The factory councils are at one and the same time a
product and a weapon of revolution. -They grow with revo-
hution and fade when the revolution slackens. In the period

An appeal to all internatipnal atad national or- -
. ganisations inviting them-to follow the examplt

ided that there

of intense mass activity which is about to commence, an ener- _

getic campaign must be carricd on in the Factory Councils,
or to create Factorv Councils where thev do not exist. Cer-
tain militants wish to replace the Trade Union hy the Factory
Council. We, on_the contrary, think th#t thz Factery Coun-

cil will be the basis of the Trade Union. Thatj has been the -

experience of the' Russian Revolution,

The fundamental principle of the Trade Union Movement :

is organisation on the basis of clags and not on the basis of
the nation,” We are resolutelv opposed to-all divisions of the
trade unions on a national basis, more so than|on a political
basis. _This_gives rise to certain real difficulties. =
ur Pariies and Trade Unions have done too little’ for
the Trade Unions Movement in the Colonies. While the British
Trade Unions and the Labor Party are cleverl
selves into India in order to govern, our British Communist
Party is doing nothing of the kind. It is however certain that we
shall not be victorious before having to appeal fto the activity
and the initiative of the British workers. ‘
* In Spain there are ‘two parallel confederations, the one

instituting them- .

reformist and the other revolutionary. The former has excluded

the revolutionary groups, and this faces us with, an important
ractical problem. Shouid tHose excluded from the Union. of
‘orkers go -into the National Confederation? .| Qur Spanish
comrades of the R.I.LU. have decided that they should, while
our comrades of the Spanish Communist Party| have ‘decided
is-mecessary’

are faced with two parallel organisations, the existence. of
isolated autonomous {rade unions is just as ratignal. 'In. Ger«
many there are, in the free {rade umions, powerful bodies of
milifant -members of the R.LL.U. and of the Conimunist Party.

Here the maintenance of the excluded Trade Unions fighting for
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their reinclusion is far more important than their organic fusion
- with- the union of manual and intellectual workers. |
In America the struggle between the Trade Union Educational

- League and the small independent Trade Unions j8 continuing.
.. The merit of the League is_ that it-has overcome’ he pernicious
custom of parallél Trade Union organisations. e League is
periorming a 'great iwork. The best method would be to create
. | committees of action, or commissions for. co-or inating the
_ " action of the different groups. In a word, the important thing
is io concentrate the opposition movement everywhere, to put
an end to division and to pass frem the unity of the| revolutionary
3¢ mevement to the unity of the Trade Union movement.

" The speaker went on| to paint out how great was the mistake
“of those who wished to wind up the R.I.L.U. 1e successes
achieved by the R.IL.U. are incontestable. He criticised the
|"attitude of the ‘British Communist Party on the Trade Union
_question. 1t is paying foo liffle attention to the quiestion and is
mot- assisting the work of the British Bureau ‘of the R.IL.U.
- In Norway, the question of affiliating with |[the R.LL.U.
‘ 'has been discussed for three years without result.. We believed
for some time that our Norwegian comrades were in agreement
on fundamentals and only postponed formal affiliation for
taclical reasons. -But it appears that this is not the case.
They have left Amsterdam, but do not desire fo send a delegate,
even in the capacity of-consultant and reporter, to the- forth-
' coming session 6f the General Council of the R.LL,U.

A ... Mi othér words, the Norwegian Labor Party is advancing
backwards. We have the flf&fESt concern for, unity. When in
Holland, s -a result of the referendum, the partisans of the

= REL.U. received 7,300 votes as against 6,400, v advised the

- Dutch Secretariat not to affiliate to the R.J.L.U. in order to avoid

-a’ split, -But would the unity of the Norwegian Trade
\Union Movement suffer if a Norwegian .delegate were at

the présént moment in Moscow? No. The Norwegian Labor

Party is committing a great error in not working systematically
_for the RILL.U. . : :

> “In a word, the R.I.L.U. has become a great force. It must

however be recongnised that the successes obfained by the

. Communist Parties in the Trade Union movement are far from

I . corresponding  with the realition of forces within the working

“class. 1t may be said in general that the Communist Parties
are not sufficiently active inside the trade unjon. Movement.

“Every. communist should understand that: our most; important
and immediate task is to conques the trade unions,

-, The prospects are excellent. The failure of the reformist
| - Internationals bas caused the infernational working class move-
| . ments to:gravitate towards the Communist International and the
R.LLU: Many years will not pass before the reformists are
dislodged from all their positions. What is necessary ‘is work,
. work, work!-— -~

i _Whldmt (Co‘-Réportef):

e 1t is true that most Sections of the Communist International
" have recognised the importance of working in the trade. unions,
- but 'unfortunately there is a vast difference betwcen recoguition
and apﬁﬂmﬁ of these princi%les. Thus, in Czecho-Slavakia,
++ which 'has 'a.‘?ood Communist Party, there are no fractions in
' the trade unions. I think there would be ho differences among

! us over the trade unions if we had trade union fractions to serve
| .'as a bond between the Party and theunions. }‘he situation is
still r h comrades on

. ‘various occasions have told us that Communist influence in the
- unions is considerable, but- that it is_not lasting. According {o
g.u' comrades, the explanation for this is—the weakness| of the
miy _In America where the League headed by Foster has an
ideo Pf’lcﬂ influenee over close on two million workers, the forma-
tion of Communist Fractions is very slow, although some progress

.- has been made-recently. Reporis on Party work are frequent, but
" one very seldom hears about the work in’the trade unions. It is
. essential that the” Communist Parties should exercise more
.~ §nfluence than before on the workers in the trade unions from
. below. The change which is now faking place in the Amsterdam
" /International

/ 1 ‘makes this even more necessary. Communist
\// fractions must be established even where leadership is already
£/ im our hands. The fraction will give the necessar supﬁport to
this leadership. Unfortunately, this is very seldom the case.
or the present, our fractions are compelled o act as control

for these leading organisations. The excuse for the in-
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. wherever

‘are being co-ordinated locally according to unions.

adequacy of fraction work is—the lack of forces. I think, it would
be more to the point to say that this work would be the means
of recruiting new_forces.

e must work for the capture of the
Trade Unions, not only to get rid of the reformers, but also to

. acquire the necessary organisational and fechnical knowledge

ourselves. . ° | ; :
'In Germany, they are beginning to organise the Parly,
ossible, on the Russian model. Factory nuclei are
being -established which are-to_make themselves responsible for
the political education of the factory workers. These ii'.tacnoris
scon
became evident, that this local co-ordination must also be extended
to the districts, and on a still l_arﬁer scale, The Union fracticns
are co-ordinated into a so-calléd local cartel, which nteets fori-
nightly, to discuss general questions. This co-ordination extends
to the districts and throughout: the couniry. Every district com-
mittee must appoini one comrade for the special Communist
work in the Trade Unions, for which he must be responsible.
Wherever finances permit, one: comrade must be appointed for
this work. | The fractions mus{ not bnl(y exist on paper.: The
Party’ through them must be able to fead the masses in the
trade union struggle. This necessitates’ supplying the comrades
with material, which can be donge by means of circular letters, or
better still by

by leaflets or special trade umionist opposition papers, such

as already exist in some couniries. The Communist Press must -

also be persuaded to give space 10 Trade Union 1uestions. Our
comrades must also have regular periodical conierences. The
German .Party has also appointed a comrade who will give
courses of lectures throughout: the “country for trade union
officials. The Party school is devofing a special section of its
curriculum {o fhe trade union question.

It is necessary that all thg sections of the Comintern shall

make it the duty of their respective members to organise them-.

selves along Trade Union lines. We must endeavour fo penetrate
into all the sub-sections of the Trade Unions, particularly into
the Wemens’ and Youth sections.

To give a picture of the work of the German Party in the
Trade Unions, 1 will only mgntion the case of two unions. The
Builders’ Union has -approximately 551,000 members in its 749
local branches, In 65 local groups with a {otal membership of
67.200 we have a communist majority, and in 230 locals with a
total of 331,000 members, we have a following equal to Amster-
dam. Approximately 260,000 members are under our organi-
satiornal influence. The Metal Workers’ Union has 1,600,000
members in its 750 locals, of which many are quite insignificant
and individual charters were given them for the sole reason that
they are removed from the large industrial centres. The number
of our factions is about 500. In 81 administrative offices we have
a communist majority, including such large centres as Stutigart,
Halle, Merzerburg, Jena, Suhl, Essen, Solingen, Remscheid, etc.
with a total of 260,000 members. In 26 locals with approximately
half a million members, we are as sirong as-the Amsterdam
organisation, We may s&/y that approximately 720,000 members
of the Herman Mefal Workers’ Union are influenced by us
organizationally. o

Unfortunately the reformists in Germany are still very
strong, and their sfrength is ceptred chiefly in the Trade Unions.
Nevertheless, there is no ground. for pessimism. We must fiot
imagine that the Trade Unions will be captured in a manner fhat
we shall first get the majority districts, then by states, and
eventually throughout the Republic. It is more likely to be accom.
plished by having our factions inside the Trade Unions as sup-|

ing points, which will gain the confidence of the masses and "
e guided by them instead of the reformists. This was already

the case in the struggle of the Ruhr.  In Dortmund one of the |

erstwhile citadels of reformism, the reformists were completely
routed during.that strike. This. is characteristic of the change
that has come over large elements of the proletariat.

If we shall get our sections to give 6réhiqr aftention than .

hitherto, to the small work in the Trade nions; then we shall
win the large masses, and delivering the decisive blow to the
reformists will lead the proleiariat to victory. N
. Ttie Chairman, Comrade Béttcher, anmounced that a Trade
L{nm Commi lisaion .w:shti__omted, cmnposedG, o? comrades Joh(ns%nk
o erica, Rosmer | rang ramsci Italy, Babotozki
Czecho-Slovakei, Gallagher o 4 bl
and Schiiller of the Youth International.

The Session -was then adloumtd until the morning.

|

Eersonal letters to the responsible comrades, also
y

‘England, Tranmael of Norway,

N
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Eighith Day of Session ,

June 20. 1(‘23

Discussion on the Trade
Union Question Urbani (Itoly):

said that the Transport Workers' Conference in Berlin was the
beginning of a new period of action for the Communists. But he
deemed it necessary to point out that {he agreement arrived at
also offers new possibilities to the opportumists.

The Scandinavians have left the Amsterdam International
but have not come to Moscow. The opportunists can do worse.
They can say: * We have got into contact with Moscow, and the
ouicofne is—the unity of the Iaternational Trade Union Move-
ment. There is no need for any workers who desire aciion to
leave Amsterdam. Let them remain there working for fufure
unity and {o capture the Amsterdam International from inside. »
In order to make it jmrossible for certain opportunisis {fo use
these arguments, the Ernlargcd Executive should issue to all
militant Communists in the trade unions the simple watchword:
“To Moscow ”.

Lozovsky has shown us that work in the factory and in
the workshop is work appertaining to the period of revolutionary
preparation. ltalian experience shows that it is also work of the
period of reaction. In ltaly, although the trade ‘union appara.us
has been smashed, the f‘;asci‘s‘-s are always defeated in- the
factories. During the elections of the factory and workshop com-
mittees in March and April they were as a rule in the minority,
even in those fowns where the prolefariat belongs to their unions.

This being so, the Italian Communist Party kas been able
to draw up a plan of work iu the trade unions, which, while
providing for the preparatory work of reorganizing the trade
unions, is nevertheless directed mainly fowards rallying all the
proletarians to the factory and workshop organizations, and to
co-ordinate the work of the latfer on a national-scale. In this
way, it will be possible fo achieve unity, to win over the reformist
masses, and even to assume tre leadership of the reforntist
General Confederafion of Labor. The Italian Delegation fully
endorses Lozovsky's proposals.

Wieser (Swigzerland):

The Swiss Delegation is in full agreement with Comrade
Lozovsky’s and Comrade Walcher’s arguments on the significance
of Trade Union work. In conncction with the Lozovsky-Walcher
resolution on the Trade Union question, we are of the opinion
that the paragraph on the great revolution in the reformist Trade
Union movement is exaggerated. The Walcher-Lozovsky resolu-
tion might %xve rise to illusions among the workers about the
real state of affairs. This applies particularly to Switzerland,
as the representaive of fhe Managing Committee of the Metal
Workers' Union, Ilk, who at the Friedrichshafen Con-
ference together with the representative of the Russian Metal
Workers, signed the resolution against split tendencies, is him-
self one of the most determined split politicians of Switzerland.
When we succeeded in appointing an investigation committee for
the prevention of splits, and when this committee under our
pressure pasced anti-split decisions, the refusal to endorse these
decisions came from no other/ than the Metal Workers’ Unions
under the leadership of Ilk. Therefore we should like a more
definite formulation of this paragraph in the resolution. At

resent, the question of unemploymen{ is very acute in Switzer-
and, which accounts for the falling off in Trade Union member-
ship. Owing fo our clear cut attitude on the unemployment
question, we achieved considerable success. In May, 1022, we
were as yet a small minority at the Trade Union Congress. In
February, 1923, at the Trade Union Conference on unemployment,
our resolutions were adopted by a considerable majority. We
should also like that part of the resolution dealing. with un-
employment to be more definitely formulated.

Zapoiodky (Czecho-Slovakia):

In Czecho-Slovakia, conditions in the Trade Union Move-
ment are not less cemplicated than those on the political field.
We never had a uniform Trade Union Movement. We
had - independent Amsterdam  trade unions, organised
according to nationality, and also nationalist and Christian
socialist unions. The Trate of progress in revolutionising the
trade unions and the Amsterdam trade union,central organi-
sations by the Communist Party was different in the zech
Movement and in the German Movement. This explans why two
independent Red Textile Workers’ sections were formed out of
the two Amsterdam Unions. Anficipating this, and {o prevent

this happen'mF, efforts were made to unite the two prganisations
before they lef <
the question of affiliation to the Profintern after the fusion was
brought about. ) i .

The second difficulty was the “difference of 'opinion withi
regard to the form of organization which was to combine the
usnons and groups expelled from the Amsierdam organizations.
National tendencies had nothing to do with this. The Executive
of the Czech Party did not approve of the exis{ence of two
Red textile Workers’ Unions,sbut elected to plaf'j the role of
mediator. It was resolved to leave the final settlement of this
question to the Enlarged Executive of the Profintern.

Comrade Lozovsky said that the United Fron{ tactics were
not adequately applied. But at the last Internatiopal Congress
it was stated that Czecho-Slovakia ranked high in tiie application
of these tactics. The Executive of the Czech Party f:ever missed
a single opportunity for bringing forward the sl
United Front, and the Profintern unions never failed to support
the actions of the Party on these occasions. | 4

Galiagher (Great Brilail ):

Said that judging by Comrade Lozovskys §peech, great
changes would be takin% place in the Infernational '@'rade niont*
movement in the near luture. ) 1

_ The day of the Amsterdam International iis over. It
depended upon a confented working class and it was more con-
cerned with what it should not do than with what jt should do.
But even in Britain, where the trade unions have tradition of

ccmpromise and where the leaders endeavoured ;to spippress even -’

references {o the class war, there was slowly growing amongst
the masses a desire for international action. What| was wanted
was that concrete demands should be put before [the working
class to aftract their attention to the international working class
movemant. ‘

Lozovskys review of the situation in Britain mvs incorrect.
The Pariy did mot claim that it should be entruste with all the
work in the trade unions, but that it should centrol|all the work
that was being done in the trade unions either by |the R.LL.U.
Bureau, or similar bodies. An undersianding on this matfer
had been reached between the R.LL.U. Bureau and the Party,
A Communist nucleus in a trade union branch would be required
10 secure members for the Party, but as part of a larger irade
union formation, it would carry on the work of the Bureau and-
atfempt to bring over masses of the workers to the Profintern,
The opinion that the Par'y was to coufine itself- to political
work only was an absurdity. |-

He also denied thai the change of the name of the Party
organ from * The Communist” to the « Workers’ Weckly ” was
an attempt to cutsacross the work of the Bureau. ! The change
corresponded with_a change in the organisation of the Party.
They wanted the Party tc be a Party of the magses and the
paper to be a paper of {le masses. i

Katayama (Japan):

said that he missed any reference in Comrade Lozoyskys speech
to the Far East. although work amongst the workers pnd peasants
of the Far Fast was of great concern fo the revplution. The
Chinese workers are amongst the most opfressed in the world,
not only by their own, but by foreign capitalists. Yei the Chinese
workers who were backward and poorly organised were beginn-
ing to take up the struggle against their oppresgors. It was
specially necessary to organise the Chinese Transport Workers.
In Japan the position of the waorkers’ organizations was de-
plorable. The capitalist offensive was crushing the upions. There
was great umemployment, and in addition, the Fascisti were
helping to break the labor movement. Yei even.pmongst the
peasants, trade unionism was a growing influence. |

Johnson (Canada):

Said there were signs of general awakening in the Ameri.
can labor movement and as an example cited the gyeat support
being given fo the Trade Union Educational League and its
campaign for amalgamation. The Yellow Sccialis{ Party was

being compelled to enter into an alliance with Samuel Gompers .
and the other reactionaries. This alliance of Hi'lquit, Berger, -

and Gompers, was combatting all radical tendencies including-
the attempt at amalgamation. Morecver, they w-re not making
the slightest attempt-to build up their own shattered: unions.
Their great fear is a mass niovernient. There was also o doubt
that the Governments of America and Canada would-give their

{

t Amsierdam with the intention ¢f taking up .

ogan of_the -
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support “to ‘this group in its fight against radical tendencies.
/ The. speaker instanced the case of Novia Scotia where armed
police were being drafted in to provoke the miners to an
open clash.
. The
as to the statemenis it issues as to the
. Communisfs and the Trade Unions and also: as: regards in-
- “dependent unions and fedemations.. Although the membership of
" -the Trade Union: Educational League was over 2,000,000 they
were: still not stroug enough to undertake the fight against the
O« s group. -The $§peaker agreed as to the necessity for
- *organization upon industrial lines. He was in favor of a levy
. for the support of trade union. work-and of the organization of

I 7 party unclei in_the Trade Unions. ’

Mastcheriakov (Russia):

"/ 'said that the Amsterdam Trade Union International has allied

Oomintém and the Profintern must be very careful

itself with the Co-operative International which represents the

. most backward and the most “ Right” element of the jinter-
* 5 national working class movement. Foreseeing their decline, the
. reformist leaders of the Trade Union Movement are looking for

. /gupport to the right, to the Co-operative movement. ’

P e Conclud'ing sbcgch of Co’mréde
e  Lozovsky ‘

i Is there a real change of -front within the Amsterdam
‘Organization? Qur comrades Wieser and Mastcheriakov have
? ~warned us not-io .exaggerate it. That is understood. Wieser
L+ [referred to Ilk signing a‘Unity Resolution and then proceeding
. +'1o expel revolutionary metal workers from his union; in Switzer-
.-~ land.. That is frue, but this is a_question of a change of front
i i among the masses which instinctively feel the necéssity for new
1.1 - faclics; As to what is going on in the mind$ of the leaders, it
'is an altogether different matier.. The new tendencies may have
.. & decisive influence if the Amsterdam feft wing unites with the
{ ‘reyoiutionary elements of .the International” working class

N movement. T - . : S N
<l .\, “Urbani was right when ht showed, us that the opportunists
|+ | might take advaiitage of the agreements arrived at'b ptll):e’ Trans-
,, . port 'Workers’ Conference. If is not at all impossible that these
A ..gﬁ:;eqnents will lead 'to a certain amount of communist passivity.

2 re s even a tendency in our movement not to consider the
. Trade Union problem. There is also a tendency which regards

*©L#t betler for trade union unity to join neith¢r-Moscaw nor Amster-

B dam.. We must fight against these errors, and must put more

2o ‘zest into our work, basing onrselves on the results of the Trans-
\. port Workers’ Conference, for if wé do not fake advantage of
. 1t, our opponenfs will, 2 ¥ )

i« ~There are reformist leaders who deem it heéecsary to ally

relations between the

i selves” with_us, .in. order to savetheir -organizations and -
-, . their. position. - Thus, .iwo different categories of people agree _.

¢ Twith us: a-%m .who are sincere believers in the efficiency of class
_Aaction,” and’ those who. still want fo_deceive the workers by
iﬁeﬂ!ng. them: " We arg with the revolutionaries, and therefore
oa it is ’x’wt neCessary for you fo enfer into closer contact with
it them.” 1In order to parry this maneouvre, we: must intensify
{+ [ our efforts after ever{ International Conference, such as that
L+ of the Transport Workers. - )
T2/ oo+ In answer to Urbani, the speaker dealt with the question
. of Factory Committees. In France, there were three different
. plans for ‘the establishment of committees in the mines. 1. Com-
/=, mittees consjsting only of miners belonging to the C.G.T.U. 2. Of
_ 7, miners belonging to all the organizations and. 3. Of miners of
., any description. |We ‘consider that all the workers must group
| themselves around the Factory Committees. It will be our
. ['» business to get our candidatés elected. If we do not succeed, it
. 'will only show that we do not work well. |

mmted out the danger of iniroducing the National Question in

Profintern ' had approved- the establishment jn_Czecho-Slovakia
, of_another aufonomous Trade Union. If our| Central European
Bureau has s.ttlgne that, we must repudiate it, and we shall have
o give it strict instructions for ' the future. But the Czecho-
) - Communist Party has not done anything on its part
correct. these errors, .~ ° i T T
‘Oreat Britain, certain members of our Parly who
je the Profintern Bureau have an erroneous conception
ole of the Parties and of the Trade Unjons, Their con-
~that one must do the political work, and the other

- The speaker dealt pext with the National Question, and’

;| the Trade Unjon organizations, as this was.done in Czecho-.
frgg_nk‘u.f_lapotocky has said that the Bérlin .Buréau of the-

In Great Britain the work in the Trade Unions must be
energetically furthered, and, this will strengthen the Par& It
would be foolish to wait for the #Party to become strong before
making & beginning with this urgent task.

. _In America, where we have to contend with the reactionary
traditions of Gompers and with the revolutionaq traditions of the
LW.W., the struggle against dual-unionism, a though excellent,
must not be carried to an “extreme. When parallel unions exist,
one must adapt themselves to working within them. .

Katayama wanted to know why the report on the Trade
Union question has not dealt with the movement in the Eastern
countries. The reason is that we have not presented a general
report, but have only concentrated on rressing problems. We
must admit that there is a_Colonial Problem in the Trade Union

‘movement. What are the French, Dutch and British Communist

Parties doing for Trade Union work in the Colonies? Not
enough by far. The British Labor Party is of course but a form
of imperial influence over the Colonies. We must do more for
the colonial movement. It is a viial question for thé revolution,
. Generally speaking, the Communist Parties are not work:’
ing enough in the Trade Unions. Our Parties have not made
the best of all their possibilities.” The masses are recovering their
will to actien. A litile more effort and more energy, and we
shall defeat reformism, anarchism and confusionism. ‘What we
see in Spain and in France—the existence of working class in- .
dividualism, of libertarian confusion and a devil may care attitude,
show that the work of the Communist Party on the Trade Union
field is far from safisfactory. > 3

The speaker said that there are still in France small rail-
waymen’s unions of about 30 members. At a recent Congress
of the. Eastern system, menfion was made of twelve rade
Unions comprising three hundred and sixty six members. Thus,
the problem of the industrial ugions, settledll))y the Congress of
the Profintern in agreement with the C.G.T.U. has not yet been
aciually solved in France. 1 ' .

{n conclusion, Lozavsky ‘said that the Profinfern, ‘which
was frequently judged according to its deserts, has become an
important factor in the revolutionary movement. Let us extertd
our activity, let this activity permeate the entire working class
movement and let us strengthen our organization!

s

Report of Clara Zeikin on Fascism

The Congress then went on to discuss the next item of the
agenda,the question of Fascism. The report on this subject was
madeBy the venerable champion of the German proletariat, Com-
rade Clara Zetkin, who was given a rousing ovation by the entire
assembly as she made her appearance on the platform. Owing to
her illness, Comrade Zetkin' was compelled {o déliver her report
seated in an arm-chair, in ‘which she had been carried into
the hall. )

Comrade Zetkin said:

In Fascism, the proletariat is confronted by an extra-
ordinarily dangerous enemy. Fascism is the concentrated ex-
pression of the general offensive undertaken by the world
bourgeoisie against the proletariat. Its overthrow is therefore an
absolute necessity, nay, it is even a question of the every day
existence and of the bread and butter of every ordinary worker.
On these grounds the fight against Fascism must be the cause
of the whole of the proletariat. It will be much easier for us
to defeat Fascism, if we clearly and distinctly study its nature.
Hitherto there were éxtremely vague ideas upon this subject not
only’ among ‘the large masses of the workers, but even among
the revolutionary vanguard of the proletariat: and the com-
munists. Hitherto Fascism was put on a level with the White
Terror of Horthy in Hungary. Although the methods of both
are similar, in essence they are different. The Horthy. Terror

" was established after the victorious, although shortlived, revolu-

tion ‘of the proletariat was suppressed,.and was’ the expression-
of vengence of ‘the bourgeoisie. The ringleaders of the White
Terror were a quite small clique of feudal officers. Fastism,
on the contrary, viewed objectively, is not the revenge of the
bourgeoisie in refaliation for prolelarian aggression against the
bourgeoisié, but it is a punishment for the prolefariat for failing
to carry on the revalution begun in Russia. -The fascist leaders
are not a small and exclusive caste, but they extend deeply into

- wide elements of thé population. -

We have to overcome Fascism not only militarily,l but

~alsa_ ;oliticaﬂy. and ideologjcally. The reformisis even today

consider Fascisth to be nothing else but naked violence, the
reaction aq‘ﬁnﬂ the violence begun by the proletariat. To tlhic
reformist the Russian Revolution amounts to the same thing 2~
Mother Eve’s biting into the apple in the Garden of Eden. Tl:
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reformists frace Fascism back to the Russian Revolution and
its_consequences. Nothing else was meant by Otto Bauer at
the Unity Congress at Hamburg, when he declared that a great
share of the blame for Fasc:sm resis on the communists, who had
weakened tLe force of the proletariat by continual splits. In saying
this he entircly ignored the fact, that the German Indepen:fy;ms
had made their split long kefore the demoralizing example
was given Ly the Russian Revoluiien. Contrary to his own views,
Eauer, at Hamburg had to draw the concusion that the organized
viclence of Fascism must be met by defence organizations of the
proletariat, because ro appeal to democracy can_avail against
direct violence. It is true, he went on to explain that he did
not mean such weapons as .nsurrection or a general sirike which
did not always lead {o success. What he meant was the coordina-
tion of parliaminiary aciion with mzss action. What was to
be the nature of these actions, Otio Bauer did not say, but this
is the very point of the question. The only weapon recomm:nded
by Bauer for the fight against Fascism was the establishment
of an Internaticnal Bureau of Informaiion on world reaciion.
The disiingushing feature of this new-old International is i
faith in the power and permanence of tourgeois domination, a
its mistrust and cowardice towards the proictariat as tHe
sirongest factor of the world revolution. They are of the
opinion that against the invuinerable force of the bourgeoisie,
the proletariat can do nothing else tut act with moderation and
reirain from teas'ng the tiger of the bourgcoisie. Fascism,
with all its forcefulness in the prosecution of its violent deeds,
is indced nolhing elce Lbut the expression of the disinfegration
and decay of capifalist economy, and tie symptom of the dissolu-
tion of the bourgeo's State. This is one of its rcois. Symp.oms
of this decay oi capitalism were oks:rved even before the war.
The war has shatlerced capitelist- economy {o i{s foundation,
resulling not -only in the colossal impoverishment of the pro-
leiariat, but also in the deep misery of the petty bourgecisie,
the petty peasants, and the intellectuals. All these clements
* had been prom’sed that the war would bring about an am:liora-
tion of tleir material conditions.” But the very oppoesite has
hg}\pmed. Large nvmbers of the former middle classes have
become proletarians, having entirely lost thelr economic security.
Their ranks were joined by large masszs of ex-officers, who
are now unemployec}. It was among these elemznis that Fascism
recruited quite a considerable contingent. The manner of its
composition is also the reason why Fascism in some countries is
of an outspoken, monarchist characler. The cecond root of
Fascism Tes in the retarding of the world revolution by the
treacherous attitude of the reformust leaders. Large numbers
of the peity Lourgcoisie, including even the midd'e classes, had
discarded their warime psycholcgfr for a certain sympathy with
reform:st socialism, hoping that th ) ]
reformation of soc’ely, along demecratic lines.. They were dis-
appointed in their hopes. They can now sce that the reformist
leaders are in benevolenf accord with the Lbourgeoisie, and the
worst of it is that these masses have now lost their faith not only
in the reformist leaders, but in secialism ifself. These masses
of disappointed sccialist synfathizers are joined by large circles
of the prolefariai, of worlkers who tave given up their faiht rot
only in socialism, tut also in their own class. Fascism has
become a sort of refuge for the politicaliy sheiferless. In farness
it ought to be said that the conununists, foo—except the Russians
—bear part of the blame for the desertion of these elemenis to
the Fascist ranks, because our actions at times failed to stir the
masses profoundly enough. The aim of the Fascisti when
gaining suprort among the various elements of society, must
have been, as a matter of course, to try and bridge over ti.e class
antagonism in {he ranks of their own adherents, and the so-called
authoritative State was to serve as a means {o this end. Fascism
now embraccs such elements which must become very. dangerous
1o the bourgeois order. Nevertheless, thus far these elemcnis were
invariably overcome by the reactionary elements. :

‘The bourgeoisie had seen the sifuation clearly from the
start. - The bourgeoisie wants to reconstruct cafitalis{ economy.
" Undér the present circumstances reconsiruction of the bourgeols
class domination can be brought about cnly at the cost of
increased exploitation of the proletariat by the bourgeoisie. The
Bourgeoisie is quile aware fhat the soft preaching reform socialists
are fast losing their hold on the proletariat, and that there will
be nothing for the bourgeoisie but fo resort to violent means
against the proletariat. But the means of violence of the bourgeois
States are beginning {o fail. They therefore need a new organi-
zation of violence, and this js oifered to them by the hodge-podge
conglomeration of Fascism. For this reasen the bourgeoisie places
all the force at its command at the service of Fascism. Fascism
has diverse characleristics in difierent couniries. Nevertheless
it has two distinguishing features in all countries, namely the
pretence of a revolutionary programme, which is cleverly adapted

-
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_2mong a small minority of the proletariat.

e latter would bring about a

to the interests and demands of the large rriasses, and on the.qther,
hand,. the application of the most brutal violence. The classic
instance is lfalian Fascism.

could not and would not infervene to increass the power and.
the malerial poss bilities of the indusirial capital of Northern
Italy, The State was giving all its aftention to agrarian capitat
and to petty financial capiial. The heavy industries, which [ had
been artificially boosted during the war, collapsed when the war
was over, and a wave of unprecedented unemployment had m.
The pledges given to the soldiers could :not be redeemed, | All
these circumsiances creafed an extremely revolutionary situation.
Tiis revoiutionary situation resulted in the summer of 1920 in-
the occupation of the factories. Upan that occasion it was shown
that the maturity of the revolution makes its first apgearance
L The occupation of
the factories was thereiore bound to end in a tremzndous défeat
instead of furthering the revolutionary development. I he reformist
leaders of the trade unions acted the part of ignominious {raifers,

tut at the same time, it was shown ttat the proletariat posszgse;

nether the will nor the power to rharch on towards revolution. —

Notwithstanding the reform'st influence, there were forces at
work among the proletariai which. could become incouverient
lo the Eourgeoisie. The municipal elections. in which the. social-
democrats gained a third of all {fe councils, were a signal of

‘alarm to_the Lourgeoisie, which immediately started to seelq‘ for -

a force which couid combat the revoluiionary. proletariat., It
was just at that tme that Mussolini had gained scm> i por-
fance with Fascismo. After the defeat of the proletariat i { the
occupation of the facteries, the number of the Fascisti-was pver
1.000 and grea{ masscs of the proletariat joined the' Mussplini
organ:zation. On the other hand, large masses of the [pro-
letariat, had fallen into a state of indilference. *The causk of
the first success of the Tascisti, was that it ‘made ifs -start
with a revolutionary gesture. Its pretended aim was to- fight
to rctain the revolutionary cenquesis of the revelutionary war,
and for this reason they demanded a strong State which would
be akle {o protect thess revalutionary fruits of victory<agairist
{ie hostile interesis of the various classes of society répresented
by th: *old State”. Its slogan was directed against alll the
exploiters, and hence also against the bourgeoisie. Fastism
at that time was so radical that it even demanded the execu-
tion of Glolitti and the dethronement of the Italian dynasty. | But
Giolitti carefully refrained frem using violence against Fas¢ism,
which secmed to him to be the lesser evil. 1o catisiy {hese
fascist clamocurs, he dissolved parliament. At that time Musso-
lini wes sill pretending to be a republican, and in an inter-
view he declared that the Fascist faction could not participate

at the opening of the Italian pariament bzcause of the monarch st--

ceremony accempanying it. Thesze utterances provoked a crisis
in the lascist Movement, which resulted in ifs establishment.as a
party by a merger of the Mussolini adherents and the representa-
tives of the monarchist organization, and the executive of.the new
arty was made up of an even number of members from iboth
?acticns. Tie Fascist Parly creafed a double-edged wezpon
for the corruption and terrcrization of .the working class. ' For
the corruption of the working class, the Fascist Trade Unions

were created, the so called cooperations in which workers and

employers were united. To terrorize: the working class, the
Fascizt Party creaied the militant squads which had grown cut
of the punitive expeditions. Here it must be emphasized again
that the tremendcus {reason of the Italiai reformists during
the gencral strike, which was the cause of the terrible defeat
oi the Italian proletariat, had given direct encouragement to
the Fascists (o caplure tke State. On the other hand, the m s{akes
of the Ccmmunist Parly consisted in théir regarding Fascism
as merely a militarist and terrorist movement without any pro-
found social Las's.

Let us now examine what Fascism has done since the com-

quest of power for the fulfiliment of jts intended revolutionary

pregram, for the realization of ils promise to creafe a Stafe
without class. - Fascism held out the promise of a new and betier

elecforal law, and of equal suffrage for women. The new suifrage

law of Mussolini is in realify the 'worst restriction of the
suffrage law to favour the Fascist Movem:nt.
this law, two thirds of all the seats must be given to the strongest

party, and all the other parties together shall hold only on€ third ;

of ‘the seats. Women's franchise has been nearly entirely eliminated.
The right fo vote is given only td a small group of propertied
women and the so-callad .“war-distinguished” women. There is
no longer any mention made of the promise of the econo“:c
parliament and National Assembly, nor of the abolition: of the
Senate which had been pledged so polemnly by the Fagcists:

The same can be said about the pledge$ made in the social
eir programuhe, the eights.

sphere. The Fascists had inscribed on :
g | EE
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Industrial capital in Italy jwas
not strong enough to reconstruct fte ruined economy. The $tate. -

According to-
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{_° _hour day, but the bill introduced b themg‘mvsdzs for so many
excepfions that there is to be no eight-hour day .in Italy. Nothing
came also of the promised guarantee of wages.! The destruction
of the. trade unions has cnabled the employers to efiect wage

eductions of 20—30%, and in some cases of even 50—60%.

. L Workers were promised. the rigni of tefhnical participation
c¢ i the administration of the hctqges Today there is a law
'fs, " in ltaly which proscribes the factory councils’¢ tely. The
5 State enierprises afe playing into the hands of private capital.

1 The fascist programme had contained a provision for a ‘pro-
', . gressive fax on capital, which was to some exient {o act as a form
t._ . % of expropriation. M fact the opposite was done, Various faxes
" on luxuries were abolished, such as the autgmobile tax, for the
! reétended reason -that if would restrict national preduction. - The
v irect-tayes were increaged for the ‘reason that this would
* caurtail (e} home consumption and thus improve the possibilities
| “for expori. The Fascist Goverament also abrogated the law for
! -the compulsqry registration of transfers of sequrities, thus rein-
; troducing the sysicm of hgarer-bonds and opening the door wide
1§ - 1o the tax-evadet. Tlhe schoois were hauded over to ihe clergy.
4 By capturing the State, Mussclini demanded a commission {0
‘ " enquire into war profits, of which 85% were to be restored to the
-1, - State. When this-commission had become unrcom! le for his
11 financial backers, {he beavy industrialists, he:ordéred ihat the
*commjssion shall only submit 2 report 1o him, apd whoever wouid
- publish any of the things that frauspired in that commission,
‘would be ‘punished with six months impriconment. ~Also in
3 . military matlers Fascism failed to keep its pramises. The army
|10 4. -was promised fo be restricted to ferritorial defence. In reality,
" -the ierm of service for the standing army was increased from
. eight months to eighteen, which meant the increase ef the armed
forces from 250,000 to 350.000. The Royal Guards were abolished
becaupe ihey were too democratic to suit Mussolini. Ou the other
=t - hand, the carabinieri were increased from 65,000 to 90,0600, and all
“ 1 " the police trpops were doubled. The Fascist Organizations were
"I : fransformed into a kind of mational mifitia, which by latest
i, . accounts, have now reachéd the number of half a million. But
,.- . ihe social dilferences have introduced ‘an” element of political
R conirast il the militia, which must lead to the eventual collapse of
0 “Fascism. . : ‘
~NWhen we compare the Fascist program with its fulfillment,
- we _can foresee already foday the complete ideological can{)se
- of Fastism in Jtaly. Political bankruptcy must inevitably follow
0. ointhe ‘'wake of this ideological bankruptey. Fascism is unable
. . 1o keep tofggtber the forces which helped it {0 get into power.
tt A clash of interests in many forms is already making itself felt.
t Fascism has not yet succeeded in making {he old burcaucracy
| .. subservient to it. In-the army there is also riction between the
1 +" " old officers and the new Fascist leaders. The differences between
-7 . the various political parties are growing. Resistance against
il | “Fascism is increasing throughout the country. Class antagonism
| -begins to permeate even the ranks of the Fascisti, The Fascists
~.are unable to keep the promises, which they miade to the workers
.-, and o the fascist Tradé Unious. Wage reductions and dismissals
| © - of workers: are the order .of the day. Thus it happens that the
NEES { protest against the Fascist trade union movement came from
i - the ranks of the Fascisls themselves.. The Workers will very
4. —msuon come back to their class tiz:erest and class duty.  We must
i nof look upon Fascism as a United' Force capable of repelling
wi%, our attack. I{ is  rather a formation, which comprises many
[l * anfagonistic elements and will be disinfegrated from within.
i But it would be dangerous to assume that {he ideological and
53 r)hhcal disintegration of Fascism in Italy would be immediately
& 1" ollowed by mi itary disintegration. On the contrary, we must
+7 . #xpect that Fascism will endeavour to keep |alive by terrorist
& - methods. Therefore, the revolutionary Italian Workers must be
_i& . prepared for further serious strugg It 'would be a great
calantity, if we ‘were satisfied with the role of spectators of this
1 /"' process of diinfegration., It is our duty to hasten this process
4. - with all the means at our disposal. This is not only the duty of
. the Talian proletariat, but also the duty of ithe
- dariaf in the face of German Fascism. | ;
; -After Italy, Fascism is strongest in Germany. As a conse-
wo{ the result of the war and of the failure of the revolution,
4he capitalist economy of Germanyis weak, and in no other

rmag prole-
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ive ripeness for revo-

S

lution and the subjective unpreparedness of the working class
as great as just now in Germany. In no other country have the
reformists 60 ignominiously failed as in Germany. )

I am firmly conviuced that neither the Peace Treaties nor
the occupafion .of the Ruhr have given such a fillip to Fascism in
Germany as the seizure of power by Mussolini. This has en-
couraged. the German fascists.  The collapse of Fascism in Iialy
would greatly discourage the fascists in Germany. We must not
overlook one thing: {he prerequisites for the overthrow of Fascism

* abroad, is the overthrow of Fascism in every single country by the

oletariat of the couniries. [t behoves us to overcomie Fascism
ideologically and politically. ‘This imposes enormous tasks cit us.
We must realise that Fascism js a moyement. of the -disappoiuted
and of those whose existence is ruined. Therefore, we njust
endeavour either to win over or to méuiralise those wide masses
who are siill-in the fascist camp. 1 wish to emphasise thai we
must realise that we mus{ struggle ideologically, for the posses-
siont of {he soul of these masses. We must realise that they are
not only (rying to escape from their present tribulations, but that
they are loogwg for a new philosophy. We must come out of
the narrow, imits of our present attivify. The Third International
is, in contradistinction to the old International an International
of all.reces without any distinctions whatever. The Communist
Parties must not only be the vanguard of the Proletarian manual
Workers, but also {he energelic defenders of {he interests of the
brain Workers. They must be the leaders of all sections of so-
ciely which are driven into oppgsition to bourgeois domination
because of their interests and their expectations of the future.
Therefore, 1 welcome the proposal of Comrade Zinoviev to take
up the struggle for the Workers' and Peasants’ Government. I
» was jubilant when 1 read about it. This new slogan has a great
significance for all countries. We cannot dispense with it in the
struggle for the overthrow of Fascism.: It means that the salva-
tion of the wide masses of the small peasaniry will be achieved
through Communism. We must not limit ourselves merely to
carrying on a struggle for our political and economic progran.
We must at the same time familiarise the masses with the ideals
of Comununism as @ rhilosophy. If we do this, we shall show the
way o a mew philosopiy to all those elements which have lost

their bearings during the historic development of recent times.

The necessary pre-requisite for this is, that—as we approach
these masses, we also become organisationaily, as a Party, a
firmly welded unii. If we do not do that, we run 1hevrisl,of
falling into opporfunism, and of going bankrupt. We must
adapt our methods of work 1o our new fasks. We must speak
fo the masses in & langyage which they can understand, without
doing prejudice to our ideas. Thus, the struggle against Fa-
cism brings forward a number of new tasks.
1t behoves all the parties to carry out this task energetically
and in conformity with the situation in their respective countries.
However, we must bear in mind that it is not enough fo overcome
Fascisi ideologicaily and politically. The position of the prole-
tariat as regards Fascism is at present one of self defence.” This
self defence of the prolefariat must take the form of struggle for
its existence and ifs organisation. o
‘ The proletariat mast have a well organised self defeuse
apparatus. When ever Fascism uses violence, it must be met with
proletarian violence. I do not means by this individual terrorist
acts, but the violenice of the organised revolutionary class struggle
of the proletariat. Germany has made a beginning by organising
factory “hundreds”. This struggle can only be successful if
there is a proletarian united front. The workers must unite for
this struggle regardless of party. The self defence of the prol-
tariat is ope of the greatest incentives for the establishement
of the prolefarian united front. Only by instilling class
consciousness ‘into the soul of; every worker, will we succed to

prepare also the military overthrow of Fascism, which, at this’

LGdure, is absolutely necessary. If we succeed in this, we may
> sure that it will be soom up with.the capitalist system and
with bourgeois power, regardless of any success of general
"offensive of the bourgeoisie against the proletariat. The signs
of disintegration, which are. so palpable before our eyes, give
us the comviction ‘that the gient proletariat will again join in the
rev y fray, and that its ‘call to the boirrgeois world will

be: mihestrsﬁ, th, 1 the will, in me you see the future!
(‘Oﬁi’lﬂﬂllﬁ)-' pt’e’&t’roaandsan;ﬂle International.
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| Ninth Day

Discussion on Reporti of ClaraZeikin
on Fascism T e
June 21, 1923.

 The Session was opened shortly after midday by Comrade
Amter. The first speaker in the discussion on Fascism was.

Krajevski (Poland):

Externally Polish Fascism does not appear as aggressive
as Italian fascism. The Polish bourgeoisie considers it advisable
to set the numerous Fascist organisations into miotion only from
‘time to time. A strictly centralised Fascist movement on the
‘Italian example at present does not exist. As a result of the
financial disorganisation, the frightful increase in the cost of
living and the desperation of the landless peasants, a change of
outiook has taken place amongst wide masses of the petty bour-
geoisie and the peasantry. They are turning away from I-ilsudski.
"+ he bourgeoisie and the present government occasionally provoke
the masses to anti-Semitic excesses and demonstrations against
Soviet Russia. But at the sam  time they fear the elementary mass
ciaracter of the Fascist movemient that unites these masses. The
slogans of Polish Fascism are externally less anti-worker than
national-chauvinistic. Its advocate is the present Glombinski-
Vitosk Government, which prelers to adopt a policy of cunning
towards the working class, with the exception of theé communists,
but naturally only as long as it sits firmly in the saddle. As in
all other countries Fascism is preaching the fundamental reform
of parliament, advocating that all enemics of the Polish father-
land and all members oi foreign nations should be deprived of

electoral rights. The notorious bomb ouirage in Cracow showed -

that Fascism, in spite of ifs externaliy not very agressiv2 manner,
does not refuse to resort to terrorist meihods from Gime to time.
The small and large Fascist organisajjons in Poland are as
follows: The Anti-Bolshevik League of Warsaw; the League for
Social Defence—a strike-breaking organisation; the ‘“ Develop-
ment” League; the military leagues of Domber and Haller; the
Peasants’ Educational {eague, etc. The full brunt of Polish
Fascism is born exclusively by the Communist Party. The Polish
Socialist Party, which on‘y recently took up the fight against
fascism verbally, is still as formerly in its policy the fore-runner
of Fascism.  Cur proposalg for the formation of the united front
in fown and country between the social-democratic organisations,
as the Polish Socialist Party and the Bund, and the revolutionary
organisations of the Communist Party and the labor unions, were
rejected by the former.

Boticher (Germany):

No peril requires such quick international actions by the
international working class, as the Fascist peril. We are now
discussing Comrade. Zetkin's political analysis’ of Fascism,

In Germany, the Fascist organisations have developed into
strong national leagues:—The German People’s Freedom Party
and the National-Socialist Workers’ Party. There are various
tendencies within German - Fascism itself. The struggle of
these various tendencies is very acute. From a central viewpoint,
the Fascist movement in Germany is now a people’s movgment.
‘This people’s movement has two prominent features, 1. anti-
semifism and 2. a pronounced anti-capitalist-demagogic fone. In
connection with internal policy, this people’s movement concerns
itself with propaganda on the so-called debt question. The
struggle against the Versailles Treaty is one of the main features
.of the Fascist movement. Hitler's slogan: Down with the No-
vember criminals! is the internal Eolicy of the Fascists in a nut
shell. This means of course—fighting the labor movement. In
Bavaria, the Fascists apply this slogan even to the social-demo-
~_ crats. Thus, the social-democrats, who helped to bring Fascism
“dnto being, are being beaten with their own stick. The German
Communist Party issued the watchword: Workers’ rule against
Fascist rule, pro{e!arian hundreds against fascist hundreds! But
the Party soon realised that the Fascist movement was not only a
narrow movement of illegal, military fighting leagues, but that
it is beginning to get hold of wide masses. As soon as the Party
re’alisetf this, it took up the struggle against Fascism also on the
political—ideological field. The latest phase -of Fascism is the
struggle for the factories. " In the face of this strategy, the Party
is now propagating the idea of the establishment of joint factory
hundreds, which are the organ of the united front in the struggle
against Fascism in the factories, and which must fake up the
struggle against Fascism on the ideological field. The Commu-
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nists showed the way out of all this chaos and misery. In this
struggle they rally the masses around them. It is only if we
succeed in thus establishing the united front on a broad basis, that

it will be possible to disintegrate Fascism politically, and to over.

come it militarily,

Frey (Austria):

In Ausiria Fascism was called forth solely by the policy
of the social-democrats. Fascism is today very strong in Austria
and is becoming bolder and more insolenr from day to day. When,
in the early period after the break-up of the Ausirian ‘menarchy,
the so-called “ home guards” were formed, we pointed oul the
danger they imriied. The social-democrats, however, continued
to sabotage and nct onlv wrewented the arming of the proletariat
which we Cemanded, but also the formation of workers’ guards.
The Security Police which were then formed, were so organised
as to be the reliable guards of Social Democracy against the com-
munists. In my opinion it is our dufy|to work among the Se-
curity Police, for they are a possible” instrument of the united

front which is worth developing and revolutionising. In Austria,-

there are two distinct kinds of Fascism: the so-called * Hacken-
kreuzler ” (swastica), who carry on an| agitation for a Greater
Germany, and the * Frontkimpfer” (front line fighters), who
would be content with a Fascist Ausiria under the Hapsburg
Dynasty as a starting point for the restoration of the old mo-
narchy. Experience has shown that both organisations are united
in_their ruthlessness towards the working class. So far we have
rejected the slogan of union with Germany because we did not
wish (8 encourage the illusion amongst the workers that union
with Germany could help them. But as the situation is now
changing, owing to the increasing activity of the working class,
it may become necessary to acopt the slogan of unily in conjunc-
tion with the revolutionary fight. ]
a moral weapon against the Greater Germany fascisti movement,
The fight against Fascism must be conducied theoretically, mili-
tarily, and politically. The Austrian Party will exert every effort
in this fight. : .

Serra (laly):

Clara Zetkin has made a clear distinction between terro-
rism and Fascism. The Italian Fascisti always boasted to the
bourgeoisie that lhe)gprCVﬂ:&dg revolution in Italy. From the
point of view of hislory the very contrary was the case: Fascism
sprang up owing fo the check to the revolution. When the fac-
tories were occupied, the Socialist Party found itself faced with
a dilemma: participation in the bourgeois government, or immie-
diate revolution.
bourgeois government, which indeed the masses did not want.
The immediate seizure cl power was out of the question and the
party was unable to make concrete przparations for it or {o in-
dicate the way. Since that time the deceived masses began to
hearken to Fascism.

The two ideological phases of Fascism noted by Clara

Zetkin, viz. the republican phase and the monarchist phase, are-

justified on closer, examination. Mussolini was at first a repu-
lican in order to, flatter the old revolutionary and radical ele.
ments whom he needed, and in order to cause dissension in mili-
tary circles. As goon as he succeeded, he abandoned republica-
nism. Whatever the ideclogical premises of Eascism were, by
developing ‘exclusively in the direction of the suppression of the
workers' movemi¢nt, 1t must take an orientation {qQ the right.

The immediate problem in Italy is principally that of the
reiation of forces. We must oppose éur ideology to that of
Fascism, and do so practically, at the same pointing out . the
bankruptcy of the latter. Clara Zetkin has done well fo lend her
authority to this. The Fascist ideology can-be summed up briefly:
it consists in opposing the ‘ national” to the ‘‘international ™.
Mussolini said recently that he would geize the bourgeoisie by the
throat in order fo compel it io be a {rue bourgeoisie, and the So-
cialists, to make them take the consequencess of their position.
Julian the Apostate in the same way persecuted the Chrisiians to

compel them to be true Christiang, but we must got allow Fascism |

to exclude us from the life of the nation. We must present our
internationalism in a manner intelli%ible to all workers and even
the sympathetic sections of the middle classes as the only solution
to the practical problems of Italian life. ~

The speaker pointed out the necessity of fighting Fascism
from its very commencement. Once it has seized power, it is

very difficult to combat if. He considered the boycott.of ltaly ;
impracticable since it demanded too much preparation and-could .
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In this way, too, we shall have -

The left wing prevented the entry into the
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not be effective at some decisive moment which was still very far
distant. The Italian communists, he said, cherish no illusions.
We are only at the very outset of a long perigd of struggle in
- which communists from other courntries can little to help us
"directly. But they will help us greatly if theyFo their dyty in

their own countries, that is, if they draw all the necessary lessons
from our experiences and from our defeat. /

. Smeral (Czecho-Slovakia):

Uriitil recently there were no Fascist !org:nisations_ in
Czecho-Slovakia worth mentioning. We feared that the Legion-
... aries who hdad returned from Siberia might bé converted into a
— Fascist corps, but it-'soon became evident fhat this fear was
| groundless owing to the predominance of the proletarian element
i m these legions. It is only during the last few weeks that there
|- are symtonis of serious attemps being made to|organise ascism
b . ' in Czecho-Slovakia. By the way of illustration, 1 will mention
* | iwo facts. On June 1Gth, Dr, Kramarsch the leader of the Na-
. tional-Democratic Party, which is still part of the government
; coalition, spoke at a public meeting of the possibility of the present
! v - bourgeois-socialist coalition government being replaced by another
.. gevernment.. He meant of course by a Work¢rs' and Peasants’
.| Government including also German workers and peasards. He
i said: Those who reject the coalition today, are saddling them-
J: | selves with-an awful responsibility. We do not want to give up
.|| our State, and if parliamentary means prove irgadequate, we must
..« ‘yemploy ofber means. A similar fendency was voiced in an ar-
- ticle in the Youth organ of the Kramarsch Party. The Czech
& ' social-democrats are to blae for this arrogant and confident
|.. aititude of thé bourgeoisie. The turn which Brﬁish policy towards
Soviet Russia has taken and events in Bulgaria are also contribut-
.- ing factors in this situation. It is siguificant, that the Fascist
..+ movement, in the first phase of its developmjent, is mot as yet
=1 directed against the .communists as a mass Parly.. Qn the con-
: trary, in some places the Fascists are pesitively coquetting with
i, the communist demands. On the other hand, they are decidedly
posed ‘to the Bemes-Masaryk policy. The Czecho-Slovakian
mmunist Party is confronted with responsible tasks. It may
- harpgn that the bourgeois and social-democratic elements inimi-
' cal 1o Fascism, will invite us to joint action against Fascism. We
~ . must make it quite clear that the metheds ofaﬁm opportunists are
{ mot good enough for us. The Fascist offensjve cannot be over-
coine by parliamentary means only. It must be mei by deeds. We
.., -.must organise the working masses into a fighting front, and we
;’;‘(\ " must arm them in such a way as to make|them a real force
'\, capable of successfully resisting the armed rltack of bourgeois
tet o reaction.s s !
~Ha .~ In Czecho-Slovakia, national- reasons had mwuch more {o
.+ /do with the rise of Fascism than social reasons! The result is
that Fascism with us is nationally djvided, that we have beside the
Czech ) Fascism, a Gérman and a Hungarian Fascism which to
a certain exfent paralyse -each other. In [Slovakia there are
Fascist organisations 6n the model of the “ Awakening Hungar-
ians”. In the German districts, Fascism s represented by the
German National-Socialist Party.. Lately, Jthis Party, which
‘hitherto shared the standpoint of the German Majority Socialists,
has transfcred its sympathies to the Bavarian| National Socialists
led by Hitler, and has even entered ‘info'a certain organisationa
alliance with them. It is rather interesting {that in Czecho-Slo-
.- -vakia the Fascisis, who are followers of Huls, are coliaborating
with the Clerical People’s Party. It is difficult to say as yet if
* s . this is purely accidental or nof. But it is jhst possible that: an
- attempt will be made fo bring the Catholi¢ States. of Central-
% Furope—Bavaria, Austria, Horthy-Hungary and Poland" into
i line, politically, and that efforts will also be mage to incorporate
- Czecho-Slovakia in this'bloc. | -

Gypiner (Germp@iﬁ)z

it gl | .wagt_.’io deal with three main points in connection with
" the fight against Fascism: 1. The proletarian hundreds. 2. Our
{7 activities in rural districts. 3. The infernational fight against
.+ Fascism.” The communist youth holds the point of view that the

“working class youth from {lie age of 17 should be included in the
- 'proletarian. hundreds, otherwise the danger (will arise that they
= will either form their own organisa(ionswwﬂich is not desirable
from the point of view of the working clag: movement—or go

)
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] they can find activities, i. e. to the Fasdist organisations. In
 this connection I shonld like fo point out tHat ithe party’ cannot
. exercise a theoretical influence upon the factory hundreds because
‘the party has no factory nuclei. i .

- “Our activities in the country side h:;e hitherto been in-

. ‘'We must develop a much more ljvely propaganda so
rour; experiencing in Germany i

at was-experienced

’ International Press Corresponidence
: :

E Italy, namely, Fascist expedjtions upon the fowns organised
the couniry. :

As to the international sfrugg‘l; against Fascism, our ac.
tions hitherto have been too fesble. We see that Fascism is con-
daciing its fight internationally, yet the proletariat of one country
has been unable to count upon the parallel activily of the prole.
tariat of other countries in the fight against Fascism. [ hope
that just as the activities of the Comintern in the fight afamst.the
danger of war have been infensified, so will the siruggle against
Fascism be intensified. The communist youth will do all in its
power to assist the -communist parties i their fight against

fascism. .

" The chairman read a declaration from Comrade Korit.
schoner (Austria) wherein in reply to the criticism of Comrade

.Frey on the question of the fight against Fascism, the tactic of

~ would have to pay the price of defeat.

-Schlageter was mourned 'by.the Stinnes press,

the ‘Austrian Communist Party was stated to be the only correct
one. Frey did not speak as the representative of the Austrian
Communist Party. .

'Comrade Radek ‘

We have just heard the comprehenive and deeply impressive
report of Comrade Zetkin on International Fascism, that hammer
meant to crush the bead of the Proletariat, but which will fall
uFou the petty bourgeois class who are wielding it in the interests
ot large capital. can neither supplement nor complete the
speech of our venerable leader. 1 could not even follow it clearly,
because there hovered before my eyes the corpse of German
Fascism, ‘our class enemy, which was sentenced to death and
shot by the hirelings of I-yrench imperialism, that powerful orga-
nisation of another section of our class enemy. Throughcut the
speech of Comrade Zetkin -on the confradictions within Fascism,
the name of Sch/ageter and his tragic fate was in my head. We
should remember himhi here when we are defining our attiiude to-
wards Fascism. ' The story of this martyr of German nationalism
should not be forgotten nor passed over with a mere phrase. It
has much to tell us, and much to tell the German people.

We are not sentimental romanticists who forget friendship
when its object is dgad, nor are we diplomats, who say: By the
graveside say nothing but good, or remain silent, Schlageter, a
courageous soldier of the counter-revolution, deserves to be
sincerely honoured by us, the soldiers of the revolution. Freksa,
who shared his views, published in 1920 a novel in which he
described the life of an oificer who fell in the fight against
S .ét,acus. Freksa mamed his novel ' The Wanderer into the

oid " :

If those German Fascisti, whe honestly thought to serve
the German people, failed to understand the significance of
Schlageter’s fate, Schlageter died in vain, and on his {ombsione
should indeed be inscribed: “ The Wanderer into the Void”,

Germany la;_y crushed. Only fools helieved that the vic-
torious capitalist Entente would treat the German people differ-
ently from the way the victorious German capitalists treated the
Russian and Roumanian people. Only fools or cowards, who
feared to face the truth, couid believe in the promises of Wilson,
in the declarations that the Kaiser and not the German people
In the East a people was
at war, Starving, freezing, it fought against the Entente on
fourieen fronts. That was Soviet Russia. One of these fronts
consisted of German officers and German soldiers. Schlageter
fought in Medems, Volunteer Corps, which stormed Riga. We
do not know whether the young officer understood the signifi-
cance of his acts. But the then German Commissar, the Social-
democrat Winnig, and General Von der Golz, the Commander
of the Baltic troops, knew what they were doing. They sought
to gain the friendship of the Entente by performing the work of'
hirelings against the Russian people. In order that the German
hourgeoisie should not pay the viclors the indemnities of war,
the{ hired young German blood, which had been spared the
bulleis of the Great War, to” fight against the Russian people.
W% do not know what Schlageter thought at this period. His
leader, Medem, later admitfed {liat he marched through the- Baltic
into the void. Did all the German nationalists understand that?
At the funeral of Schlageter in Munich, General Ludendorf spoke,
the same Ludendorf who even foday is offering himself to Fng- -
land and tq France as the leader of a crusade against Russia.
0 . Herr Stinnes
was the colleague in the Alpina Montana, of Schneider-Creuzot
the armourer, the assassin of Schlageter. Against whom did
the German neople wish fo fight: against the ’l:gntente capitalists
or against the Russian go ? With whom did they wish to
ally themselves: with the Russian Workers and peasants, in’ order
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* kept under in the rear, but not a majority.
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~ to throw off the yoke of Enfenfe capiial or for the enslavement
of the German and Russian po:op!ozsfP

Schlageter is dead. He cannot supply the answer. His
comrades in arms swore to carry on his ngf;: at his graveside.
They must supply the answer: against whom and on whose side?

Schlageter went from the Baliic to the Ruhr, not in the

ear 1623 but in the year 1920, Do you know what that meant?
He took Eart’ in the attack of German capital upon the Ruhr
workers; he fought in the ranks of the troops whose task was to
bring the miners of the Ruhr under the heefoi the iron and coal
kings. The troops of Waters, in whose ranks he fought, fired
the same leaden bullets with which General Degoutte quelled the
Ruhr workers. We have no reason to believe that it was from
seliish motives that Schlageter helped to subdue the starving
miners, !

Tha manner in which he chose to die speaks on his behalf,
and proves that he was convinced he was serving the German
people. But Schlageter thought he was best serving the people
by helping to restore the masiery of the ciass which had hitherto
led the German people, and had brought such terrible misfortune
upon them. Schlageter regarded the working class as the mob
that must be governed. And in this he shared the view of
Count Reventlow, who calmly declarcd that no war against the
Entente was possible until the internal enemy has becn overcome.
The iniernal enemy for Schlageter was the revolutionary working
class.: Schlageter could see the proiound mistrust of the workers
towards the Germzn government and the German bourgeoisie.
He could see how the deep cleavage in the nation hampered ifs
defensive power. He could see more. Those who share his views
complained of the passivity of the German people. How can a de-
feated working class be active? How can a working class be
which has been disarmed, an from  whom
it was demanded that they should allow themselves
to be.exploited by profiteers and speculators? Or should the
activity of the German working masses be replaced by the ac-
tivity oi the German bourgeoisie? = Schlageter read in ihie news-
papers how the very people who prefended to be the patrons of
the German nationalist movement, sent securities abroad so that
they might be enriched and the rich impoverished. Schiageter
cerfainly cou!d have no hope in these parasites, and he was
spared reading in the press liow the representative of the German
bourgeoisie, Dr. Lutierbeck, turned to his executioners with the
request that they should permit the iron and steel kings to shoot
down csons of Germany, the men who were carrying cut the
resistanice on the Ruhr, ‘with niachine guns.

Now, that the German resistance, through the rascally
trick of Dr. Lutterbeck, and still more through the economic
policy of the possessing classes, has been {urned into a farce, we
ask the honest, patriotic masses who are anxious to fight against
the French imperialist invasion: How will you fight, on whose
support will you rely? The struggle against Entente imperialism
is a war, even though the guns are silent. There can be no war
at the front when there is unrest in the rear. A minority can be
The majority of
the German people are the working men, who must fight against
the poverty and want which the German bourgeoisie is bringing
upon them. If the patriotic circles of Germany do not make up
their minds fo make the cause of the majority of the nation their
own, and so create a front against both Entente and German ca-
pital, then the path of Schlageter was the path into the void, and
Germany, in the face of foreign invasion and the perpetual
menace of the victors, will be transformed into a field of bloody
internal conflict, and it will be easy for the enemy to defeat her
mod destroy her. -

When, after Jena, Gneisenau and Scharnhorst asked them-
selves how the German peonle were to be raised from their defeat,
they replied: only by making the peasants free. From submission
an? slavery shall come freedom. Only the free German peasantry

. can lay the foundations for the emancipation of Germany. What

the German peasamrz meant for the fate of the German nation
‘at the beginning of the nineteenth century, the German workin
class means at the beginning of the twentieth century. Only by it
can Germany be freed from the fetters of slavery, and not
against it,,

Scblageter's comrades talked of war at his graveside. They
swore {o continue the fight. It had to be conducted against an
enemy that was armed to the teeth, while Germany was unarmed
\and beaten. If the talk of war is not to remain an empty phrase,
if it is not fo ccnsist of bombing columns that blow up bridges,

but not the enemy; that derail trains, but cannot check the ar~ -

trdins of Entente capital, then a number of condifidns

“must be fulfilled. It demands that the German people should

break \with those who have not only led it into defeat, but who

pre perpetuating the defeat ~and the defencelessness of
R %
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the German peopie - by regardin(g, the majority of the
German people as the” enemy. nly. when the German
cause becomes the cause of the Germian people, only when
the German cause becomes the fight for the rights of the
German people, will the an people win active friends. The
most powerful nation cannot endure without friends, all the more
so a nation which is defeated and surrounded by enemies. If
Germany wanis to be in the msition to fight it must create a
united front of workers, and the brain workers must unite with

the hand workers, and form a solid phalanx. The condition of

the brain workers cries out for this union. Only old prejudices

stand in the way. United into a victorious working people,

Germany will be ‘able to draw upon great sources of resisting

power which wilf be able to remove all obstacles. If the cause

of the people is made the cause of the nation, then the cause of .
the nation will became the cause of the people.  United into a

fighting nation of workers, il will gain the assistance of other

people who are also fighting for their existence. Whoever is not

prepared fo fight in this way is capable of deeds of desperation

but not of a serious struggle.

This is what the German Cominunist Party and t(he

Communist International { have to ‘say at chlageter’s
graveside. It has nothing to conceal, for only the complete
truth can pencirate into the suffering, internally disinte- -

gra.ed mases of Germany. The German Communist Party mus
declare openly to the nationalist petty bourgeois masses: Whoever
is working in the szrvice of the profiteers, the speculators
and the iron and coal magnates, to enslave the German ‘people
and 1o drive them into desperate adventures, will meet with
the resistance of the German Communist Workers, They will
oppose violence by violence. Whoever, from lack of comgrehen-
sion, allies himself with hirelings of. capital, we shall fight with
every means in our power. But we believe that the great
majority of the na‘ionalist minded masses belong %ot to the
camp of the capitalisis but to the camp of the \50rkers. We
want to find, and we shall find, the path to these masses; We
shall do all in our power to make men like Schlageter, who are
prepared o go to their deaths for a common cause, not wanderers
info the void, but wanderers into a betfer future for the whole
of manind; that they should not spill their hot, unselfish blood
for the profit of the coal and iron barons, but in the cause of
the great toiling German people, which is a member of the
family of peoples fighting for their emancipation. This truth
the Communist Party will declare to the greaj masses of the
German people, for it is not a Party fightin®for a crust of
bread on behalf of the indusirial Workers, but a Party of the
struggling prolefariat, fighting for its emancipation; an emancipa-
tion that is identical with the emancipation of the whole people,
of all who toil and suffer in Germany. Schlageter himself cannot
now hear this declaration, but we are convinced that there are
hundreds of Schlageters who ‘will hear it*'and understand it.

Concludiné Speedl of Clai‘a Zetkin:

We may look back on tkis debate with satisfaction. Its
level was much higher than that of the Hamburg Congress. There,
the question was not dealt with theoretically at all, and practically
it ended in a call to fight the communists, * The mountain, labored
and brought forth a mouse’s tail, a Bureau tha{ is to collidet
material. Only the Hungarian, kunfy. ahd Wels, one of -the
foremost assassins of the proletariat, took part in the "debate.
Their wisdom amounted fo this: if there were no communists
there would be no Fascism. .

The debate has born out my statement that Fascism must . -

be fought and conq;_mred not ouly militarily but also politically
and intellectually. The speakers supplemenied my review of the
situation. Smeral gave a particularly geod analysis of the si-
tuation. Radek's speech moved me greatly. Serra expréssed the
opinion that there was no confradiction between the former atii-
tude of Fascism and. its present conduct. This in itself is correct.
But in the imagination of {hs masses, between what was repre-
senfed to them by Fascism and what Fascism has actually ac-
complished, there exis's a mighty coatradiction, and that must
be insisted ugon., Serra is of the opinion that a boycott of
Fascism would be valueless. This demand was put forward by
the Frankiort Conference, and we must adhere fo it however
great the dificulties are. Italian industry is built up exclusively
upar. foreign coal and iron. If the baycott has. the slightest suc-
©ess, the capitalists will feel the effects. Italy imports a consider-
able quantity of American cereals. The boycolt will in. itself not
be of much significance. It will however rouse up the workers
of the boycotting countries. It must moreover be remarked that
this demand was advanced by a conference at’ which representa~
tives of all parties and industries participated. This conference
A i
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was the first success of our united front tacfics, and we should
‘therefore be very slow o neglect its demands. The boycott of
- Horthy’s Hungary also did not give the results desired, but it
"however served to arouse the workers. It pppears that, apart
from Germany, very little 'has yet been dong practically in the
fight against fascism. The best of .theory {s valueless if it is
t accompanied by practice. The standing armies are the hot-
- beds of Fascism and our agitation must be caryied into the
armies. We must also wig over to our side ‘those elements who
sympathise with Fascism {in good . faith. ;Wg, who are not
marching into the void, but into a bright future, must reveal this
future to the sincere elements amongst the Fascists. We must
strive to bring the fight home to every single poul. If we do that,
we can configem}y cr{: Tho the world {ull of devils, we

. shall overcome them all! (Enthusiastic applapse,)

' Comrade Budcharin's Report on the

Program Question

It is my duty to report to you on the position of the work

. .ou the question of the program of the Comintern. The Fourth
Congress did not go very decply info this question. It simply
demanded that the partial demands should be referred to in the
first part of the program.. Congequently, gemeral lines were
lacking on which fo base the discussionn. The Enlarged Exe-
cutive is fo give directions 1o all the parties upon which the
question should be discussad. ' 1
In my: opinion, the Executive must Qecide how the pro-
constructed, whether ‘there shopld be a compulsory
; commion section for all parties or not. In my epinion it would
be advisable that all ‘the parties should have such a common
section.. That was also the unanimous opinion of the Fourth
Congress. ' This common section was to be the symbol that we
-are on the way to becoming a world party. This, to a certain
degree, is already the case, for the Comintern|has already adopted
innumerable resolutions and theses commion| to all our parties.

.. This common section of the program was to consist of an

. -analysis of capitalism, the development of imperialism, a descrip-
tion of our maximum program, a description of our transitional
demands, -and of the partial demands based on the decision of
the Fourth Congress. So far we have ‘three drafts ¢f a pro-
gram; one which 1 drew up, anothef {rcnl:fhe German Party,

and another from Comrade Varga. Cértain rather important
theoretical differgnces exist befween these|three drafts. The
German draft is based on the views of Comrade Luxemburg on
the ‘accumulation of capital. They are of the opinion that the
scientific exposition of the breakdown of capitalism can only be

made with the did of her theory. I do not share this view.
According;fo whether we share this view or not we shall have
to give -the introductory common section |of our program a

specific framework. A “lively discussion over' this theory has
already taken place in the Ryussian Party. I cannot go into a
discussion . of this theory. because Comrade | Thalheimer, {he
representative of the Luxemburg theory of the accumulation
of capital is not here. 1
Since the Fourth Congress certain incidents have occurred
" in the life of the Comintern and ifs Sectians which make the
. introduction of certain special points necessary. One of these
questions is the national question to which we must attach greater
‘significance than heretofore. ' Another, of which we have spoken
hardly at.all, is the question of philosoph’y{ (Weltanschauung).
I also regard it as necessary that we should fdrmulate in detail our
+, Marxist maferialist -standpoint and also iifdicaté our aftitude
towards religion. _ : 9 :

I now come {6 three questions which arg bound up together
and which are of a rather delicate nature. | These are the so-
called red imperialism, the possibility of the dllignce of the prole-

. tarian States with bour_%eoxs States, and workers’ capitalism and

hese questions must be meritioned in the
eral section ‘of the program. A program must contain direc-
adapted to the; present, but also for

7

"7 some fairly long time ahead. The conditions prevailing in Ger-

-

3’55 ‘a_theoretical question.

et

T

. wof defeated bourgeois

‘mmmre a symptom of further development, and indicate what
-the future may bring. Strife may arise between 'bourgeois States,
there may arise struggles for national emancipation on the part
tates, or of colonial peoples, or there may

arige sfruggles of the proletarian and peasant classes against
It oppressors. The question af assistance from already
Proletarian States for the revolutiopary proletariat of
‘States is, as far as the very near fufure is concerned,
! oretic In the more distant future it will
ainly be more than a.theoretical question;, 'We have already
. such 2 ‘case arise in. Georgia, The problem of alliance
‘ proletarian: States and bourgeois Slates must also be

el

considered. . For instance, Soviet Russia supported Turkey at
Lausanne, and no Communist Party thought of criticising her
for it, Or take the case of the government of Sun Yat Sen.
We are supporting Sun Yat Sen although he will cerfainly. not
create a promarian fovemment, but rather a bourgeois revolutio-
nary government, All these examples %we rise {o the possibility
of various combinations, which must all be considéred under the
general problem of the strategy of the proletarian state.
We are compelled to widen greatly our point of view.
We have .already seen this practically in the present assembly
over the qudstion of the relations between the proletariat and
the peasantry.  First we had to build up parties consisting of
the best proletarian elements. Then we transformed these parties
info mass parties. Now we are trying to win over the followers
of the Social-democrats. As time goes on we sh:gll be faced
with still wider problems.-—When the prolefarian. State comes
into being, the question immediately arises, whether or not it
is to be the rallying point of all oppressed elemenis, i. e, not
merely the proletariat. As:capitalism decays it will become’more
and more apparent that the already existing proletarian States
will become ‘the rallying paint of all the oppressed.
~ I must now turn {o a point about which Comrade Treint
has writtén several articles. -He says he is in favor of labor
imperialism. - What is imperialism? Does it not mean expansion?
Imperialism has no other end than to extend those conditions
which place the whole world under the domination of a clique
of finance capialists. Labor imperialism implies that the working
class would undertake the expansion of finance-capitalist rela-

“tions. This would be absurd. Furthermore, such a terminolo: Y.

is capable of creating considerable confusion in the heads of the
Workers. The expansion of Socialism is another matter. I am
of the opinion that in the general section of our program, the
question of the rising proletarian States as concentration points
of all oppressed peoples should be placed under the heading of
the Strategy of Proletarian States.

The question of partial demands should also be placed in
the program in connection with the Workers’ and Peasants’
Government. - We must make the assertion in our program that
a lasting, independent peasant government is impossible. Only
the domination of the bourgeoisie or the domination of the prole-
tariat is possible. The fight between the bourgeoisie and the
proletdriat will, in the long. run, become a fight for the leadership
of the peasantry.

I now want to make some practical suggestions. The
Executive shopld decide that all the parties of the Communist
International should supply the following material: an analysis
of the situation in their countries in the present period, not from
the standpeint of the immediate state of affairs, but with refe-
rence to a fairly long period. All parties should draw up a list
of their partial demands, which will of course vary according
to country. - In relation to the question of the general sira y
of the working class, material must be supplied us as toktie
relations between our parties and other parties. Our campaign
for the United Front must be mentioned in the draft program,
on the basi.s‘vof existing facts. The various ‘national Sections
of the Comintern should send us the drafts of their national
programs, and in addifion, should criticise the already existing
drafis and agrv subsequent proposals. 1 would propose that we
should here elect a small commission consisting of threz or four
comrades {o elaborate the material received from all the parties.

This Commission should get into relations with the parties,
for which purpose each Section should appoint a comrade to be
responsible for this, work. I note that drar((s) for a British and a
Japanese program already exist. The British draft will have to
be specially considered, while this present meeting cannot decide
as to the Japanese draft, since it contains a general section,
the adoption of which will depend upon our decisions for the
general section of other programs. 1 therefore propose the follo-
wing resolution:

The Enlarged Executive Committee considers it necessary
that the programs of all the parties should contain a common
general section. -

Furthermore, the Enlarged Executive Commitee regards
it as desirable that references should be made in the program
to the" following subjects: Communist hilosophy (Marxian
materialism, relations to reljgioss, etc.), the national question,
the strategy of proletarian statgs, Workers'-and ' Peasants’
Government. ; !

~ Every party should collect and atAhe dispoesal of the
Executive Committee, material on the follo ing subjects: 1. For
an analysis of the comtemporary situation in the country. 2.'For
the drawing up of partial demands. - 3. On the relations’ with
ether labor ‘parties. 4. Suggestions for. the section of the pro-
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gram dealing with the national question., 5. Criticism of the
already received suggestions for the general section and of such
suggestions as may be received in future.

Every party should appoint a comrade to be responsible
for this work. .

The Enlarged Executive Committee shall appoint a small
commission, the work of which shall be:

1. To establish relations with other parties.

2. To initiate and lead the discussion on the program.

3. To draw up a &roposal for the general section of the
programs for the Fifth Congress upon the basis of the material
received, as well as on the basis of the views of our national
sections.
The Report was adopted without discussion.

Tenth Day
June 22. 1923.

The Session was opened at 4 p. m. Comrade Béttcher was
/in. the chair. The agenda was: Report of the Commissions.

Sir6m (Sweden):

The Danish Commission is of the unanimous opinion that
" there are no vital differences in Denmark between the two Comi-
munist Parties, but mainly a few organisational and personal
differences. We think, that the resolutiong of the Commissions
will meet with the approval of both Parties, and that they will
again unite. Notwithstanding the great difficulties in Denmark,
the Danish comrades by joining our forces, are sure to be
successful in their work.” The resolution submitfed by the Danish
Commission to the Enlarged Executive is as follows:

Resolution on the Danish Qesiion

The Enlarged Executive endorses the decisions of the
Fourth Congress which, inter alia, demanded the unification of
all the communists in Denmark into one Party.

The Enlarged Executive recognises that the process of
rapproachment during the last few nionths has made progress,
but a relatively large numkter of Danish coniradcs siill stand
apart from the Danish section of the Communist International.

In accordance with the proposal of the representatives of
the Danish and Swedish sections of the Communist International,
and in consideration of the rapproachment already made, and also
finally to overcome the split, the Enlarged Exencutive calls upan
the (¥ommunist Party of Denmark (section of the Communist
International) to call upon the so-called old Party to unite with
the Communist International.

In order to facilitate reunion the Enlarged Executive
deéclares that at the time unification takes place the conditioits
that have applied to the ex-members Ernst, Chritianson and
Helberg are to be withdrawn.

%he Enlarged Executive instructs the Danish section imme-
diately to proceed with the work of reunification and requests
both sides to complete the unification by the 1st September,
1923. -

The settlement of the details of organisation is left to the
organisations affected. These, however, must be endorsed by the
Presidium of the Executive.

The Resolution was put to the vote without discussion aitd

carried unanimously.

Repori on the Norwegian Question
Ewert (Germany):

The Commission on the limits of centralism, had decided
on the following resolution on the Norwegian question, all those
resent (except the representative of the Swedish Party) voting
or it. The resolution is as follows:

Resolution on the Norwegien
Question
I

The Enlarged Executive takes note of the following decla-
ration made by Comrade Radek at the Conference of the Nor-
wegian Party, held on the 5th. and 6th. January, 1923,
“ It has never been the aim of the Executive to deprive
the Communist Parties of their independence. It has alwaﬁs
vnderstood that the International cannot be strong unless the
Communist Parties independently, frem their own knowledge
and with their own will, conduct a correct Communist policy.
Unfortunately, the situation in the Communist International 18
that the Communist Parties of various countries have departed
. from the correct path towards the right or towards the ‘left.

It is consequently necessary that the International Congress,
- and the Executive Comnittee elected by it, should interfere and
- attempt to correct these errors on the basis of the common

¥ »

_ membership of the Party are convinced of the

of Session

experience of the International working class movement. The
Executive Committee has never Lelieved that this can be done
simply by resolutions of the Executive Committee, but that its
resolutions will be put into practice only if the mass of the
rectness of the
attitude of the Executive Committee,

, I therefore declare that any fears that may exist that-the
decisioins of the Fourth Congress represent the beginning of the
suceessive withdrawal of the independence of the national Sec-
tions.are entirely unfounded. The Norwegian Party, like every
other Section of the Communist International, is entitled to
arrange. and conduct its own affairs independently. Only - if
events lead the Executive Commitiee to believe that the decisions
of the Norwegian Laktor Party are mot correct or Communist
decisions, has it the right and the duty to intervene. In such

cases it will place itseif in confact with the Norwegian Party,.’

will go into a thorough examination of the differences of opinion,
and will base its decision upon all the material available. The
Norwegian Party will then have to adopt -fhese decisions, since
if one is to belong {o the luternational its decisions must be |
carried out. The Norwcgian Party can always appeal from
the decisions of the Executive Commitice’ to tue International
Cengress, which is the highest auihoriiy for all Ccmmunists and
all Communist Parties. 1f there is to be an Infernational at all,
there can be neither ahsolute luternational cenfralism, nor -
absolute party independence. The independence of tlie
Sections on the bas’s and within the framework ot the Communist
International is essential both in the interests of the Norwegian
and the international working class movement”. e

. The Executive Committee endorses this+declaration.

The Executive Comniittee takes note of the following decla-
ration made in the nam2 of its delegation by Comrade Bucharin
at the Congress of the Norwegian [’arty, held on February 23
rd., 1923: v

“In the name of the Executive Commitiee we eonlirm the
declarations made by our Comrade Radek.

We consider it desirable that at the next meeting of the
Enlarged Executive, in addition to the members elected by the
Fourth Congress, tliere should ke sent another responsible com-
rade having a consultative vote representing the téndencies of
Comrade Tranmael. ,

We declare that at the next meeting of the Enlarged Exe-
cutive, as an exceptional measure in view of the severe crisis
within the Norwegian Party, that two Norwegian comrades
(Scheflo and another responsible comrade representing the Tran- -
mael tendency) should be appointed members of the Executive
with one voie between them. .

As, in view of the decisions of the World Congress of the
Communist International that the Norwegian Party should send
two other comrades in addition to Comrade Scheflo to the
Enlarged Executive, the Delegation insists that Comrade Tran-
mael should be delegated to this meeting.

The Delegation of the Communist International is of the
opinion that the minority within the Central Committee of the
Party as also upon the editorial staff of the Central Party organ
shculd be represented, independently of which fraction obtains
a majorily at the National Congress".

The Executive Comittee ratifies the decisions made by the
Presidium on the Lasis of the above declaration. The Enlarged
Executive Committee ratifies the decisions of the Presidium with
regard to the representatives of the Communist Interpational,
the desirability of previous discusgion with the Pariies on im-
portant questions, with regard to the officials of the Communist
International, the correspondence beiween -the Communist Inter-
national and the Parties, etc. - All these decisions will help to
avoid conflicts and misunderstandings. The Enlarged Executive,
anroves the policy -of the Executive Commitiee on the quéstion
of the Norwegian Party. It approves that the Execufive Com-
mittee, in pursuance of the principles of organisation of the
Communist International, and in view of maintaining a centralised
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leadership of the proletarian class war, ha
gradual transformation of the Norwegian Pa [
liarities, and has made concessions fo majority of the
m which will make it clear to everi'l No ian worker' that
the zommunist International attaches the greafest importance to
maintaining the courageous Norwegian Pa y within its ranks,
in spite of its’ deviations on organisational and political questions.

- While approving the conciﬁato% policy of the Executive Com-
' mitlee, t‘:e Enlarged Executive. Commiftee désires fo express its
firm conviction that the Norwegian Comradep for their part will
do all in their power to emable the Norwegian Party to over-

i i i organisation and
the modern class
war as embodied in the decisions of the Comthunist International.

IL

. The Enlarged Executive accordingll{ re¢commends the follo-
‘wing proposals for organisation to the orwegian Party;

: a) The pariy leadership must take prefautionary measures
%o prevent the “ Mot Dag” group from becoming a fractional
clique of leaders. To the extent that the !* Mot Dag” busies
‘itself with communist propaganda amongst students., it has
a right 10 a séparate organisational existen But many leading
comrades have attached themselves to ¢ ot Dag”, who are
not students, but who regard it as a cluh for tre discussion
of -Party matters. The Communist Internatibnal welcomes every
dttempt to- strengther ‘the intellectual life| of the: Communist
Parties; but this should not be done by separating the leaders
“from the Party rank and {ile in special discgission clubs together
-with youu% parly intellectuats, and even legs by separating one
. group of leaders from the rest. Discussiops within the Party
must take place in the general proletarign organisatious, so
that questions of party practice and questions of Communist
“philosophy do not become a secret science of a. small roup
within the -Party. The transformation of the * Mot ag
group into a'{ractional club contains the dpnger that the other

kept in view the

ractions, will also form séparate organis tigns involving the

" whole Party in the danger of disruption: | '

Practical_ work must be .undertaken towards rearga-
nising the Party.. The Executive Commifttee lis in complete agree-
ment with the Norwegian Party in the view fhat the or%anisation

. of communists should be based upon the Party -nuclei in in-
. dustries. As ‘to” the question whether theése nuclei should be
local or basedwupon trade unions, the |Enlarged Executive
Cemmittee makes the followin%edecla:ation:g ‘As the Communist
Parly is an organisation for ading the general class war of
“the groletan'at and not for leading the tfade union struggle,
which is -the task of .the trade unions the elves, the Execufive
Coimmittee regards the local coordination pf the nuclei as the
onR' possible form of Pariy organisation. | But of course it is
undersiood that it must be leit to \the Parfy to decide in what
manner and by wirat means the transition s$hould be made from
. -1he present situation to a form of organi#ati}n which a Com-
munist Parly needs and demands. |
’ c) As regards the question of the r#ﬁﬁons of the Party
- o the trade unions, the very separation of Party organisations
from the Trade Union organisations nds that the Norwegian
Party should be all the more atienti , earpest and circumspect
- I its approachies to the Trade Unions. is the dufy of the
i Commurysts in the Trade Unions to see that they continue to
develop in a Communist spirit. To this end! {he Communists must
work i the Trade Uniens under the lea hip of the Central
Commitiee of the Party which on its part must make its deci-
s10n3 in full confact with the
Unions. 1t js the duty of the Norwegian |Party as well as of
~1he_com‘m:‘1msts in the Trade Unions fo pndeavour to secure
the affiliation of the Norwegian Trade Unidns to the Red Inter-
national of Labour Unions, i )

d) With regard to the Youth Or nisation, the Ilatter,
‘While remaming independent as an organ tion, is under the
olitical leadership of the Central Conmyitiee ‘of the Party.
1t is self-understood that the Communist Youth has nof onf;'
.| thé right but the duty to concern itself earnestly with all questions
affecting both the Party and the Communijst International; to
. wdiscuss them and, upon the basis of the iconclusions reached,
- 1o adopt iits policy. The Executive’ Committee requests the
X of the orwegian Party to adopt a sympathetic attitude
~dowards the Youth organisation, which requires a considerable
amount of intellectual freedom in order to educate its members.

Hr. . -

= The Executive Committee welcontes the growth and
idation of the Norwegian Party,” Its growth, its influence
Qg.yp;hpg, class, its penetra the official classes,

intg

g’ and its historical
e

“and Peasants’ Governiment,

comrades wprking in the Trade.

—

to the so-called free professions, show that the sharpening
:fndt’hig struggle in Norwa pwﬁl enable the Party to extend ite
influence beyond the purely proletarian elements, i. e. to-fulfill
the tasks which are required of the proletariat as the leader
of all who are oppresced and suffering. The social structure
of Norway, the existence of a large population of poor fishermen
and of very poor peasants, .imposes the duty ca the Party to
increase their efiorts tenfold in order to get these masses awa
from the influence of the bourgeois parties, who, under the mas
of friendship {owards the peasants, are conducting a thcy in
the interests ®f the large peasants and the banks. The Enlarged
Executive is convinced that this penetration nto the poor pea-
santry will facilitate organisation partly in the ranks of the
Norwegian Labour Party, partly in the peasant organisations

.who are prepared to fight in" a united front with the Labougp

Party, and that we are not seeking for any predominance of
the working class over the inferests of the poor peasantry but
together with them desire to represent the toiling and exploited
populations of the town and country. L

The Executive Committee notes ‘the fear of a majorgiy'ot
the Norwegian Delegation that the slogan of a Workers’' “and
Peasants’ Government would not be without certain dangers in
Norvay. The general resolution of the Executive Committee
on {he slogan indeed indicates these dangers. . The dangers are
that the fight for the peasant masses and their permeation and
organisation may be replaced by a parliamentary combination
with reactionary peasant parties.” But the party can easily avoid
these dangers if it carries its propaganda mfoc the broad masses
of the peasantry, and, by corresponding action in parfiament and
in the country, compels the bourgeois peasant parties to adopt
or reject its proposals made in the interests of a poor peasar}try,
and fo express their attitude on the guestion of a_Workers'and
Peasants’ Government, which implies a break with the bour-
geoisie. In this way the differentiation of the peasant parties
mnd the united front with the masses of the poor peasaniry cam
only be furthered.

In view of the doubts of the representatives of the majority
of the Norwegian Comrades about the slogan of the Workers’®
the Executive Committee daclares
that although it regards these fears as unfounded, it calls upon
the Party to first have this question discussed throughout the
broad masses of the country and only after such a discussion
to decide at the Part Coug'ress how the slogan of the Cormunist
‘International, the \X)z')rkers and Peasants’ Government, is to ba
applied.

.2 In view of the repeated complaints made by the Party
majorily, alleging that the Storthing Fraction carries on an
opportunistic folicy, the Executive Committee suggested {o the

orwegian delegation to recall the Storthing Fraction, or part
of its, members. In this suggestion the Executive Committee was
guided by the conviction that however useful {o the interests
of the development of commimism might be the use of the
parlimentary {tribune, it may be possible under certain conditions
to give up for some time the advantage of making use of par-
liamentarism, in order {o ensure the unity of the Party uponm
revolufionary grounds and thus prepare the future revolutionary
use of parliamentarism. majority of the-Norwegian dele-
gation opposed the recall of the entire Storthing  fraction, and
oot only did it see the inferest of {he party in the existence
of a Communist Fraction in the Storthing, buf it also added that
1t considered on the whole the charges against the Storthing
Fraction were exaggerated While the majority of the Fraction
proposed o the party executive to recall individual members of
the Storthing fraction, it thereby only granted to the Party
Executive a privilege which had natura{ly belonged to the latter
already. If indeed there were individual comrades in the Fraction
who carried on opportunistic policies, the Executive can only
regret that the Party Executive has failed to avail itself of the
privilege, and the hope is hereby expressed that, in the future,
clear revolutionary instructions will be given ‘the Storthing
Fraction, which will not onl prevent any possibility of conflict
between the Fraction- and the Party, but will also bring about
the closest association between the work of the Storthing ‘Fraction
and the strug;%le of  the masses of the proletariat.

. 3. The Executive expresses its firm conviction that this
solution of the Norwegian question allows the most independent
development of the oppartupities for the Norwegian Party to
adhere firmly and surely to the international front of the com-
munist proletariat, and eventually fo become part and parcel of
the Communist International, without any reservation whatscever.
The'ExecutlvedconSI%?rsu;)t as a mz:itter of course, that the ‘Nor-
Wwegian comrades will submit any doubts that may still m Sis
to the Fifth Congress, with the distinct under;tagding tﬁ: the
idea will Be given up once and for all of threatening ‘a. with-
drawal from the Communist International, as has been the case

/
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with some individual comrades, or any threat of producing
a split in the Party, from whickever side it may emanate, and
that the Party will develop into a- Communist Party which will
be altied with the Communist International for life and death.

~ Eweri (continuing):

. This resolution embodies far reaching concessions, without
%mgmg the principles of the Commun:st International. It
also embodies a number of political concessions which will enable
the Norwegian Party to adapt the watchwords of the Communist
International to the concrete conditions prevailing in its country.
We trust that the masses of the Norwegian Pariy will be
satisfied with this resolution that they will get info closer confact
with the Communist International and will overcomz the oppo-
sition in their own ranks. We hope that they will take an active
part in the construction of an efficient Internaticnal. (Applause.)

Sirém (Sweden):

The Swedish Delegftion, made the following explanations
' and amepdmient proposals to the resolution before the Commission,
and we inferid to support here this explanation and these pro-
posais: .

. 1. We welcome the concessions embodied in the resolution,
and tie said decisions in connection with certain organisational
questions. But we reserve to the Swedish Party the right to
support at the World Congress-ceriain amendments to the statutes
-of the International proposed by the Norwegian Party.

2. In connection with the question of the “ Mot Dag”,

Pl

we propose “that this affair be considered liquidated by the .

decision of the Norwegian Pariy Congress.

3. In connection with thie relation~ between the Youth
Leagues and the Parties, we agree that the Youth Leagues are
entitled to discuss the affairs of the Party, if such discussion
is, taking place in the Party. But we demand unconditional
acceptance of all Party decisioris by the Youth Leagues, The
Young Communist International must be forbidden to carry on
through the Youth Leagues propaganda directed against Parties
or Party leaders, or to support propaganda of such a nature
as to convert the Youth Movement into an organised fraction
within the Party. In the event of a conflict between a Party and
the Executive, efforts must be made to settle such a conflict
without interference on the part of the Youth Leagues as an
Orgavisation. The Youth are entitled, as Party members,’ to
work for the popularisation of their conception within the Party
organisations. . :

- 4, Concerning the attitude of the Norwegian Party to the
Red Labour Unpion International, the Party must work, .as
hitherio, for adherence of the National Organisaticns to the
Profintern, while kee[;_ing in view the necessity for mainfaining
Trade Union unity. The Party members must act as well disci-
lined communisis in their trade union activities, which must

conducted on a uniform plan. This necessary coilaboration
between the leaders of the Party and the active trade union
comrades, however, must be of such a nafure as-{o remove even
the semblancé of h;?:noring on the part of the Party leaders,
or of purely mechanical subordination on the other side.

5. We think that the watchword of Workers’ and Peasants’
 QGovernment is, in a political sense, as yet premature in Norway.
The Communist Party must- first of al{
agitational and educational campaign among the proletarian
sections within the Norwegian Peasant class, in order to capture
these seclions for the Party and for cooperation with the orga-
nised industrial workers, with™ the object of a joint struggle
against bourgeois reaction and capitalist exploitation. The
watchword of a Workers’ and Peasants’ Governmen{ must be taken
in this sense. [Every attempt to use this watchword for a
parliamentary rapprochement between any one of the bourgeois
partiss and the Communist Parliamentarian fraction, or for
concessions 10 opportunist tendencies within the Party (which
would wedken the revolutionary class struggle), must be most
decidedly resisted. Now as before, the main task of the Party
must be, with the support of the most important sections of the
inddsirial working class, to rally the eéntire prolefariat, and to
ofganise it as a class for the direct economic and political
~liberation struggle. . p .

Such are our amendments, which were rejected in- the
Commi’ssion. : ’ . 2
4 We acknowledge that the proposal before us is satisiactory
in many respecis, but we canol accept some of its poinis, espe-
cially those of the Youth question and of the ¢ Mot Dag’
tion. If the voting is to be done en bloc, we must reject

“proposal.

. The danger did not

conduct a comprehensive’

Falk (Norway):
He and two: other Norwegian' delegates, Hafmoe. and
Tranmael, wished to state that the Norwegian‘Party rese

itself the right to present proposals for the revision of the statutes f:)

of the International to the Fifth World Congress.! They admitted

that concessions were made but thought {hey ought 10 be incor-

porated in the statutes. The majority of the delegation objected °
to the principlées of the concessions and to several practical
proposals made, They would therefore vote against the reso-
lution. They were of the opinion that the slogan of the-Workers’

and Peasanfs’ Government should not apply to all the Communist -
They had, however, no objection to it teing discussed -

Parties.
§n the Norwegian Party and being left to the Party Congress’

o decide. They also wished to declare that they did nof specially

criticise the parliamentary group with opportunist tendeucies,
Such tendencies were everywhere in the Party.. ‘The majority
of the delegation could not vote for %ie resaiution. : -
Continuin%, the speaker said that Bucharin had- criticised
the delegation for not taking up a broad discussion of . the
measures proposed with regard to the Norwegian Party. The
reason was that they were invited to discuss the boundary fine of
cen(tjralism and did not expect that definite proposals would be
made: P )
They were aware that they were alone in the Congress,
but were asgured that they were not alone in the Communist
movement and therefore they thought it advantageous for the
moyement to be given a chance {o discuss these questions. =
In spite of the accusations of opportunism, their outlook
was not less revolutionary than that of the majority. - :
There was much falk of the danger of a splitin the Party.
roceed from their fraction. It depended far
more on the practical policy followed by the EXC. of the Comintern
in the next few months and upon the acts of the oppositiol
whether there would be a split or not. .

Inkpin (Great Briiain):

-

It is not the desire of the British Delegation to prolong -

the discussion. They desired to deny the statement by rade
Falk that the views, for which he and his collezgues,stand have
support in cther sections of the International.. No section of the
International would lend support to these views. There was not
a shred of evidence that such opinions were supported by the
British Communist Party. The British delegation had ‘instructed
him to read fhe following declaration which had been accepted
unanimously by them: ‘ . '
“The British Delegation, whose Party-is presenily under
investization by th:e Comintern, places on record its approval
of the Executive decision in the case of the Scandinavian Par-
ties. It trusts that the Scandinavian comrades will do their

very utmost to put into complete effect these decisions, as the

British Party will do in {heir own case, as there is no other
way of cementing the bonds of comradeship throughout the
Communist International than by its sections acting in loyal
obedience {o its decisions and in complete co-operation in its
activities.” i ‘

(Amier U.S.A.):

Ccmrade Falk had the insolence to state that he beﬁeved

“that he and his colleagues did not stand alone in their ideas in the

‘Communist ‘International. The demonstration from this Confe-
rence should convince Comrade Falk that he does stand.absolutely
alone. o7 ! ) N
Falk also said that the danger of a break would déepend
upon the practical acts of the Executive. This was the act of a
provocateur who dared to come here with a charge of ill-fajth
against the Communist International. 'The Enlarged- Execative
had made great concessions, more concesfions than Falk deserved.
This resolution will have the effect of uniting those who are
desirous of remaining in the Communist Internatiofal and bring
the workers of Norway under the banner and discipline of the
Communist Infernational. | ' )
Amter {hen read a declaration on behalf of the American
and Canadian Delegates, approving (;he decision taken with
regard to the Norwegian question and the principle of demo-
cratic centralism. i : L
He continued that he was convihced hat the Norwegian

workers would accept democratic centralism not only as ander- g

munist International.

¢ Falk (Norway):

Replying fo the discussion, said {hat no threat of a split in
the Norwegian Party had cofne from .their side or arose imm

/

stood by the present Congress but by every Sectiou‘o‘f Ahe. Com<
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" anything fhey had said. The dat'ui: oj a split arose from the

activities of the ogposition within the Pirty as well as from the
act_l.vitie]s of the Executive Committee of the Communist Inter-
natienal. . : i

- . The Norwegian Delegation was ynited in this statement,

Stirner (South America):
‘The Norwegian comrades cannet|have taken the possible
cousquences of their attitude into-account, In the South American

parties we have just finished debating that very subject of demo-
defeated the anarchist™

cratic ‘cénfralism and with great difficul
and syndicalist tendencies. If the question of centralism. and
revision -is not decided” in the sense of the Communist Inter-
national then the anarchist and syndicalipt elements in the young
party will “again open the discussion.
ties will vofe in favor of the Executive’s resolution:

| Ewert (Germany):
In.the name of the Communist Parties of Germany, Czecho-

Slovakia, Austria, France, Italy, Holland, Switzerland, Finnland,-

Jugoslavia, Esthonia, Lithuania, Latvia, jand Poland, and of the
~Communist . International, indignantly repudiated ihe assertior
‘of Falk that the Norwegian Farty did no{ stand alone in its point
of view in the Communist International. These parties saw in the
‘concealed threat of a split made by Falk an act of provocation
which the Norwegian working class would most cerfainly reject.

i (Great applause).

. . Comrade Bottcher (Chairhxan) said:

: _The' debate has shown clearly that Comrade Falk stands
alone in_his peint of view and that no sgction of the Communist
Internatopal shares it. - !

: L'Zinoviév%,

Although Comrade Falk's last speech makes it difficult

' for me to make this proposal, I nevertheless suggest that in

- order. fo. obtain a closer bond with th

in a Scandinavian parties,
another Scandinavian comrade be elected! to the Presidium. The
two Scandinavian representatives will share a vote between them.
I would suggest that the Swedish and jthe Norwegian Parties
should alternately send a comrade whese task should be to keep
the Executive informed of the actual state of affairs in the Scan-

Iy )

lirsatona Press Cortespondece

+1 had already said more
-Comrade Tranmael to be :a comrade who has iougzt for many

1e South American par-

dinaviai parties. 1 hope that tis proposal wil be adopted in’
ite of the ocative speech o rade Fa o e
s 0’l’h_e cﬁxssiox:\-has shown that Comrade Falk stands ab-

- goldlely alone in his point 6f view in the Communist International,
"If he deliberately set.out fo emphasise his isolation,

he has suc-
eat what

ceeded brilliantly. As to the threat of a split, I must
‘e know

than once in the Commission.

ears in {he labour movement and who will remain faithful to the
abour movement. Of Comrade Falk we know nothing. But we

-know from frequent experience that intellectual left-radicals like

him end up on the side of the bourgeoisie. 1 do not know whether
Comrade Falk is entitled to make the threat of a split in the name
of the Norwegian Party. But we are not so easily intimidated.
Many a man who staried out to make a similar split is now a
political corpse. - (Applause). If he is determined to pursue {his
path, then let us assure him that he may be able to play a part
amongst the Social democrats, but not with us. The Norwegian
workers will not'give him the opportunity to play with the
the Party, Long live the unity of the JNorwegian Party. (Loud
and proiy iged applause. The delegates sponfaneously strike up
the Interpational.) : .

Furuboion (Norway):

" As chairmdn of the Norwegian Young Communist League
stated that the Norwegian youth movement reﬁgrdeg it as its duty
to prevent a split and they would do everyt m&m their power
to Einder the Party breaking away from the Communist Inter-
national. The Norwegian Working Class were in favour of inten-
sifying the class war and they would feel the fist of capitalism
just as the Workers of other countries do. In such a situation
every honest and revolutionary worker, even those that were not
in the Young Communist League, would regard it as his duty to

repare, in conjuction with the Communist Internatienal, the
&/orkers for the coming struggle and the coming revolution.

The Chairman-Béttcher

hereupon put the resolution on the Norwzgmn uestion to the
vote in toto. Amidst lpud applause it was adopted by the votes of
all the delegates against the votes of the Scandinavian Delegates.

After the propesal of Confrade Zinoviev for the appoini-
ment of another Scandinavian Comrade to the Presidium was
adopted unanimously, and after Comrade Neurath had made cer-
tfain business announcements, the Session was adjogmed.

by Friedrichstadt-Druckerei G.m.b. H,, Berlin SW 18,
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