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ssion opened at 12. 30 p. m.
(O )
ff: The session is now open.
comrade Bordiga to report on
on of Fascism.
oa: Dear comrades, I regret that
nt extraordinary conditions of
jcations between the delegation
Party will not permit me to avail
of all the documents upon this

port was written on the subject by
de Togliatti, but I have not
opportunity of seeing it. It has
arrived, I would advise the com-
10 desire to obtain exact informa-
e subject to read that report
tives, for as soon as it is re-
ill be translated and distributed

, last night 1 was able to get
nformation, as the special

t our Party has arrvived in
furnished me with more
mation on the impressions
ades in Italy in connection
fascist events, and with

th the question raised by

erday as to the attl-

Party towards

Our comrade criticised the att
our Party on the question of
which is the dominant political qt
in Italy. He criticised our point
our alleged point of view—which
posed to consist of a desive to |
small party and to lumit the consi
tion of all questions solely to &
of Party organisation and their in
importance, without going any
into the larger questions at issue

I will try to be brief, on acco!
the time limit, with these few ten
I will start my report.

The Origin of the Fascist Moveme

The origin of faseist movement
traced back to the years 19t4—1
the period which preceded the i
tion of Ifaly in the world war, wi
foundation for this movement
down by the groups waoi
intervention. From &
view, these group:
veral tendencies:
the right, led by
industrialists,
the war and




. e. the
blicans who
n favour of libe-
to. PFinally, the
vent included also
of the proletarian mo-
onary syndicalists and
rom a point of view of
t is worth mentioning that
joined by the leader
Wing of the Socialist Party,
—the manager of *Avanti”.
be stated approximately, that
groups did not participate in
tion 0%) the fascist movement,
ned to their traditional bourgeois
ies. The only groups which
| were those of the extreme Right
e of the extreme Left, i. e. the
idts, the ex-syndicalists and for-
olutionary syndicalists.
olitical groups which in May 1915
big victory in forcing Italy into
against the will of the majority
untry and even of parliament
influence when the war was
a close. Already during the
ould foresee the inevitable wan-
the influence of the Interventio-

had represented the war as a
¢ enterprise, and when the war
‘prolonged, they lost their popu-
Indeed, one might doubt whether
even populal. :
he period that followed immedia-
after the war, we saw the influence
ese groups reduced to the minimum.
the end of 1918 to the first half
the period of demobilisation and
is political tendency was com-
eated owing to discontent
1e consequences of the war.
ess, from a point of political
we may connect the origin
1ent which seemed so insig-
with the formidab%‘ mo-
ve see to-day
di combattimento”, did not
ini remained the leader
ement, and their paper

L :.,Millan in October
were completely de-

ical chief. They

obtained a widiculously low nupy,

continued to be pu-

aving - their daily

votes; nevertheless, they continueq Lh,,o
activities. ; !

The proletarian revolutionary ang
cialist movement which was considery
sttengthened by the revolutionary eny
siasm of the masses after the wap
not malke full use of the favourable
ation, for reasons I need not go ingg noy il

The revolutionary tendencies lackp‘j"
the backing of a revolutionary orggpic:
tion and of a party that would lend tl\e$§"-
permanence and stability, and thyg th
favourable psychological and objectiyd
circumstauces were not utilised, |
not assert—as Comrade Zinoviey aceyset
me of saying — that the Socialist Pardy
could bring about the revolution in [ty
hut at least it ought to have been e
pable of solidly organising the reyolt
tionary forces of the working masses, [
proved unequal to the task. .

We have seen how the anti war soc
list tendency has lost the populaip
which it enjoyed in Italy. E

==

) (lu‘l &

To the extent that the Socialist moyet

ment, failed to take advantage of the sift
tuatiop and the crisis in social life inf
Italy, the opposite movement of fascism
began to grow. s, S
Fascism henefited above all by U8
crisis which ensued in the economic sige
tuation and the influence of which v
begun to be felt in the labour organds
Sations. :
Thus the fascist movement at a me
trying period found support in the DARE
nunzio expedition to Fiume. The ‘}mmf 3
expeditton in a sense gave to fascisi IS8
moral support, and even the hacking U

its organisation and its armed IONSES

although the I’Annunzio movement il

thing. : e
We have spuken of the attitude Ufm'
proletarian socialist moyement: the %
national has repeatedly criticise

mistakes. The consequence of thes
stakes was a complete change I o
state of mind of the bourgeoisié N &8
other classes. The proletariat bee(; i
disorganised and demoralised. U s
the Failure to win the victory thn_’ 3
within its grasp, the state of _g“ Iy
the working class changed considt

e N

“the:
One might say that in 1919 aBd G
first half of 1920 the Italian bout

Sitye

_certain extent became resigned
ble idea of having fto see the
oh of the revolntion. The middle
pand the petty bourgeoisie were
to play a passive part, not in
zv&ke of the big bourgeoisie, but in
the wake of the proletariat which was to
erch Bh 40 vigtory. ‘
?I‘his state of mind has undergone a
-~ lete change. Instead of submitting to
victory of the prolm‘,z,u‘mt,'\\_'e see on the
&oﬁtrm‘y how the bourgeoisie are orga-
gjsed for defence. : ;

The middle class became discontented

when it saw that the Socialist Party was

anable to organise in such a manner as

\ 4o cain the upper hand; and losing con-
"edence in the proletarian movement, it
" wrned to the opposite side.

It was then that the capitalist offen-
sive of the bourgeoisie started. This of-
{ensive was to a certain extent the re-

" qult of capable exploitation of the state

of mind of the middle class. Fascism by
peason of its heterogeneous character
offered- a solution of the problem, and
for this reason it was chosen to lead this
offensive of the bourgeoisie and of capi-
talism.

The Italian example is a classical one

#ior the capitalist offensive. It represents,

as Comrade Radek toldus yesterday from
this platform, a complex phenomenon
which should be considered notonly from
the standpoint of reduced wages and
longer hours, but also from the general
standpoint of political and military action
of the bourgeoisie against the working
class, : ;

InTtaly during the period of the de-

9 X%lg&mt?ﬂt of fascism wesaw all the ma-
L atlons of the capitalist offensiv
L e : g st offensive.
the fascist movement were not the st 4 I
§ oonts,
}:_,;tlciSed

U Communist Party, from the mo-
of its inception, consistently cri-
 the situation and pointed out the
OSSity of united defence against the
Pgtem,s offensive. It advocated a united
nsiiféén plan of defence against this
9 88t a full view of the capitalist offen-
’:Vr_e must examine the situation on
’asm'us aspects, in the industrial as
i n the agrarian field. -
.Ve.lndustrl_al field the capitalist
fop . the first place exploits the
ects of the economic crisis. The
~ CISIs caused the shutting down
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of a number of fTactories, and
ployers had the opportunity of d
ging the more extreme elements of
organised workers, The industrial eris
hu'ms.hcd the employers with a good
text for cutting (fown wages and tak e
bacl th(:'disciplinary and moral conces-
sions which they had been forced to make
to the factory workers. :
At the beginning of this crisis we saw
in ltaly the.formation of a General Con-
i(}:der‘atlon Qi »[‘ndustr_\', an association of
the employing class ‘which took the lead
in this fight against the workers and sub-
mitted every individual employer to their
discipline. In the large cities it is impos-
sible to start the fight against the wor:
king class by the immediate use of vio-
lence. The workers of the ecities are ge-
nerally organised in groups; they can
casily gather in a large mass and putup
a serious resistance. The employers there-
fore started by provoking the proleta-
riat into actions that were bound foend
unfavourably for them, hecause the eco-
nomic struggles, in the industrial field,
Wwas to transport the activity of the me-
vement from the trade unions to the re-
volutionary domain, under the dictates of
a political party which was really eom-
munist; but the Socialist Party was no-
thing of the sort. ¥

At the decisive moment of the situa-
tion the Socialist Party proved incapable
of giving a revolutionary lead to the
action of the Italian proletariat. The
period of the great success of the Italian
labour organisation in the fight for the
amelioration of the workers’ condifions
gave place to the new period in which the
strikes became defensive strikes on the part
of the working class, and defeats became
the order of the day.

At the same time the revoluticnary
movement of the agrarvian classes and
what is of great importance, the agricul-
tural labourers and other peasant
ments which are not completely prole-
tarian, compelled the ruling classes &
seek a way, a means of combatting
influence acquired by the Red org
tions in the rural districts. = =

In a great Part of Italy, the
important agricultural districts
Po valley, a state of affairs
which closely. resembled a local -
ship of the proletariat or of the



) AL H
i

ap
n  the agrarian
mjddle elass. The
d, very important
anisations and numerous
» Socialist Party grew up.
laces where the movement
nds of men who were re-
stinet; the working class
the rural districts took a
olutionary trend. The employ-
n forced to deposit sums of.
warantee the carrying out of
ments imposed by the trade

: was reached when the
Itural bourgeoisie could no  longer
eir estates and had to seek
the cities. :
_ervors were committed by the
socialists, especially on the ques-
occupying the vacated lands and
cy of the small farmers who
he war began to buy up land in
to become big proprietors.
eformist organisations coempelled
nall farmers to remain somewhat
layes of the movement of the agri-
1 labourers, and in this situation
scist movement managed to find
ant support. ,
domain of agriculture there was
of such dimensions that would
- landed proprietors to wage
ssful counter - offensive on the
he simple economic struggles
labourers. It was here that the
Dbegan to introduce their methods
sical violence, of armed brutal force,
support in the rural -proprietor
nd exploiting the discontent crea-
the agricultural middle clas-
rs of the Socialist Party
'mist, Fascism benefited also
1 situation which daily in-
discontent among all these
-bourgeois and petty-mer-
roprietors and returned
fficers disappointed in
e glorigs of war.
5 were exploited and
was the beginning of

pt

& .ﬁ‘h
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qethod employed by Fascigm . 7 S ‘ !
cather peculiar: Having got tOget};S:.n jetarian clubs e:lndt.mg%treat.mg' their
the demobilised elements which colﬁ% £ F:&dﬁl’s- Iﬁ‘ tﬁleﬁ‘ b‘x%:ski(gg Bi)f “t(l’l‘"e]*p;{li%y
! , e e . Jea ol 2 e
find no place for themselves in post.y, G d ¢t The terror started

3 g ¢ . i noye i ities.
society, it made full use of their Milifayy 9%1 the ;unglr?né}llc: Rl o

; : Sk an
experience. fascism began to form jtg ! Bologn . ¢ ‘ i
litary orghnisations, not in the- hig jmﬁi" %mbef 21, 1920,. .whenA the Municipal
strial cities, but in those which may 0 council ?f Bolggll; in?ylliis gg‘i‘?"?‘sted by
.onsidered as the capitals of Italian gen i Jence from & g its ers.
consider P & ATl viole Bologna Kascism moved along a

romn.: B . e
1‘05;9 which we cannot outline here in

ofail, but we may say that it went in two
chief geogmphlca] dn'e‘ctzmn‘s._ on the one
and towards the 111.(1ll.<\,11'1‘ill triangle of the
North-West, Viz. Milan, Turin and Genoa,
and on the other hand towards Toscana
and the Centre of Italy, in order to en-
gircle and lay siege to the Capital. It
was clear from the outset that the South
of Italy could not give birth to a Fascist
movement any more than to a great so-
eialist movement.

Fascism is so little of a movement of
the backward part ol the bourgeosie that
it could not make its first appearance
in Southern Italy, buf rather in those
districts where the proletarian movement
was more developed and the class strug-
ale was more in evidence. -

Having just descried the prime elemets

v of Fascism, how are we to interpret the
Hascist movement? Is it purely an agra-
fan movement? That we would not say,
although the movement, originated in the
rural districts. Fascism could not be eon-
sidered as the

cultural regions, like . Bologna ang -[%‘
rence, thanlks to support of the State gy,
horities of whom we Wwill yet speak latep |
on. The Fascists possessed arms, means
of transportation, assured 3‘mmunity olf
the law, and they took advantage of thege
favourable conditions while they ey |
still less numerous than their revoluty.
nary adversaries.
The mode of action is somewhat gq
follows. They invade a little country
place, they destroy the headquarters of |
the proletarian organisations, they force
the municipal council to resign at the
point of the bayonet, they would assauli
or murder those who opposed them or, at
hest. force them to quit the district. The
local workers were poweiless to resist
such a econcentration of armed forces
backed by the police. The local fascist
group which could not previousiy fight
by themselves against the proletarian
forces have now become the masters of
the situation, because the local workes
and peasants have been terrorised and
were afraid of taking any action for fear

—

that the Fascist expedition might return ( independent movement
with even greater forces at their com-g of a 5“1.‘4'19 group of the bourgeoisie, as
mand. : - the Organisation of the agrarian interests
Pascism thus proceeded to the COL-g i? Opposition to the industrial capitalists.
in Italian esides, Fascism has (ormed its political

quest of a dominant position 1128 3
politics in a sort of territorial campaigh g
which might be traced on a map.

The Fascist ecampaign started out frol
Bologna, where in Sa-|)L.xmbm-w—()_cl(‘b“‘ 4
1922 a socialist administration was instale 1%
led which was the occasion for a gred!
mobilisation of the red forces.

Several incidents took place: e
ting of the municipal council Was ln"n“tg
up by provocation from \\'itlumt.‘bh‘]““
were fired at the pied D

il?p“iel‘l‘.i,ls military organisation also in
Wh’m-grgt('1‘“““‘\"* even in those provinces
W th 1t had to confine its violent actions
Ae rural districts.
menf l\lva'}“"‘fl seen it in the Italian parlia-
& fitntor ltt_ile ‘t.‘hvo Fascists formed a parlia-
iho abll action after having precipitated
5 g llamentary elections «f 1921, which
an I())itl‘t};) revent the formation of an agra-
: uriugy‘11‘1510pt‘,nd011t1y of the Fascists.
¢ in dushlff‘cmt events we have seen that
he [0 g0 rial employers have supported
oy SCISts. A deciding factor in the

the mee

henches occuf
the bourgeois minority, probably b
agents-provocateurs. e :

i€ « v

\Y SO]“

Phat was the first grand atiac éigt‘_mtl()l{ was furnished by a recent
by the Fascists. e e b R Ixjdul.%{] ol the (feneral Confederation
Prom now on militant reaction ¢ SUy in favour of entrusting to

! torch! il the formation of a new Cabinet.

ran the country, putting the
i g § % more striking phenomenon in

this respect is t e of
Syr}lgica{)ism. 16 Apncnanon 4 :

e Fascists have taken advant g
tl};:t .fgﬁg,sg\c'?élqh‘ we already mentggxe]e&,'

L th ists never had an agrarian
policy and that the interests of certain
elements of the country - side which are
not purely proletarian are in opposi‘tio.j{
to Fthos_e of the socialists.

fascism was an armed movem i
employed all methods of theem(?:tt lv)‘;'ltllltc;i
violence. It also knew how to employ the
most_callous methods of demogoguery.
The Easc_lstx endeavoured to form class
organisations among the peasants and
even among the agricultural labourers.
In a certain sense it even opposed the
landlords; we have examples of the syn-
dicalist struggle, led by Fascisti, which
resembled greatly the old methods of
Red organisation.

We cannot consider this Fascist syndi-
calism, which works through the use of
force and terror; as an anti-capitalist
struggle, but neither can we on the other
hand draw the conclusion that Fascism,
in an immediate sense is a movement of
the agricultural employers. The fact is
that Fascism is a great united movement
of the dominant class, ,which is capable
of using for its final aims any and all
means, martial' interests, and the local
interests of certain groups of employers,
agricultural and industrial.

The proletariat has not properly under-
stood the necessity of forming a united
single organisation for the common
struggle, by sacrificing the immediate
interests of small groups. It has not yet
succeeded in solving this problem. The
Italian bourgeoisie profited by this fact
by endeavouring to do this itself. It was
indeedl a formidable problem. The do-
minant class constructed an organisation
which should defend its power; this orga-
nisation was completely in its hands and
it followed the plan of the capitalist anti-
roletarian offensive. : &
. Fascism participated in unionism. Why
In order to take part in the class strug
Never! The Faseisti took part in the union
movement, saying all economic interests
have the right to organise; one can
associations of workers, peasants, bus
men, capitalists, land owners, qtc\
can orgauise on the same principl
all organisations should, in their
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ng but a class truce, and
le. All interests are
- a certain national unity.
unity——is nothing more than
revolutionary conservation
ois state and its institutions.
ake-up of Fascism, I believe
y count three principal factors:
the capitalist class, and the
elass. The State is the principal
nt of Fascism.

s of the successive government
Italy have lead one to believe
talian capitalist class possessed
paratus which was so unstable
ould be made to fall at one

is not at all the-case. Just at the
when its State apparatus was
ted, the [talian Bourgeoisie for-
ascist organisation.

period immediately following
the [talian State underwent a
- Demobilisation was the obvious
n for this crisis. Numbers of those
| teken part in the war were
y thrown into the Labour market,
- this critical period, the State
, which had previously been
d to its higlest pitch to resist
memy, now had suddenly to
m itself into the defensive
v guarding capitalist interests
internal revolution. This is a for-
~ task for the hourgeoisie. They
not  solve this problem of the
against the proletariat in a mi-
chnical manner; it had to be
litical means. ;
radical gcovernment
‘that of Nitti and

_ mentwasable to reestablish the stabili®s
- the bourgeois State. .

ossible precisely becange &

work-

tariat was seizing the

" has been ,'.le : :

ilt?e fivst cabinets of the] pre-war popigl 8 Tge%g the landed estfaty;s.l'ﬂtle %ocx.a—
Nitti and Giolitti made certain i, gho once more, failed to Oring
Nitti and & CoNegyy st;PaI't}f_d action of the industrial

sions to the working class. They acceqqe ®

to certain demands of the Socialist py, Ca easants. And it is precisely

by, »']g,boﬂrers-i to secure united action

demobilisation, a democratic regime g inabi t
amnesty for deserters. They made thezi i ?hmcnablcd the master class to achieve
S lieE B volutionary unity and so defeaf

concessions in order to gain timg = Wl 7
re-establish their State on a solid baSigl) ! ‘f’uni%dust;rial
It was Nitti who organised the “Royy: 'h% the agricultural workers on the other.
Guard” an organisation not puvely of f, “”AS we see, the State has played the
police type, but of the new type, the [mary role in the development of the
militarists. One of the great errors ofth, F;%ist Movement.
reformist socialist was in not hayiy After  the Nitti, Giolliti and Bonomi
SETAE an £ > 3 f ad the Facta Cabine
?%Telzlt?oe;e(i‘hz?mfulz]c}gzrl(,l&t;#m Pl((ilz};mhthe Qovernmentst,yw(? (i]f&(dO}f}(llt"ngn%(l/]ttd '1(1 Jl(tl(bllll(]liil
o hey Ve av Fakutt . Q ) 5 &) 3 o
gresented on constitutional grounds, t}ié, ?01”303@5{« up pthe zmnplete liberty of
fact that the State was forming an auxi-  getion of Faccism in its expansion over
liary army. This point was not grasped ¢ whole country. During the strike in
by the soci‘fllists who regarded Nitti as @ August 1922, several conflicts took place
th:” Hgéllllat‘)‘(r)llt;ltewi}?m‘x L}x:'lyr ((0;1\1& Vertyi be.twienl ‘Eche workel(’)s (url](l ﬁll}(:d]f-‘:}lsciati,
we rate a Left Govermenf,*which later were openly aided by the
This is one more proof of the fundament] ¥ aovernment. One can quote the example
ti:rl;czq&acitly of tt;xs fl;i:rlty to L}'ntglerstand of Bari, During a% \1‘{}131@ week of fighting,
e developement of Italian politics. | the Fascisti, in full force, were unable
Giolitti completed the labours of Nitti ¥ conquer the Bari workers, who had
It was Bonomi, Minister of War in thefetired into the working class quarters of
Giolitti cabinet who fostered the beginEitheold city and who defended themselves
ning pf Eascxsm; he placed at the d1§p0- by armed force. The Fascisti were forced
sal of this young movement demoboliseliggoiretreat leaving several of their number
officers who, although re-entered intiEtonithe field. But what did the Faecta
civil life, were still in receipt of a largefgovernment do? During the night they
proportion of their army salaries, surrounded the old town with thousands
_He placed at the disposal of the Fas Fof soldiers and hundreds of carribi-
cisti the State machine in as larged s neers of the Royal Guard. In the
measure as possible. He gave them every *harbour, a torpedo hoat trained its guns,
possible . facility for organising theil __:?‘anoured cars and cannons. The workers
fighting forces. ; ; : .sylt.r,e_ taken by surprise during their
The government realised that it W_Olla " hgsp; the proletarian [eaders were assau-
be a formidable error to engage I ZE, o labour headquarters were occupied.
real struggle in the period when SIS Was the case all over the country.
armed proletariat occupied the iactol‘fesi by crever Rascism had been beaten back
and the agricultural proletariat sho“f:in b8
signs of being about to seize the Cro¥ 1otng?ed;. workers who resisted were
LSOWNS workers, who were guilty of

lands. ;
This government which had done the dll_lg‘ but self-defence, were arrested
iste Sentenced; while the magistrates

preliminary organisation work of tp:t :
reactionary force with which they desit” B em?‘«tlcally acquitted the Faseisti who

one day to destroy the proletarian MOYe B8 S generally known t o it
ment, was aided iyn its pstrategy by td%f D erable C);‘imes. @iy il
treacherous leaders of the (General Fge R the State is the main factor.
ration of Labour, who were then Mm%, = Seeond factor in the development
of the Social Party. By concedilg o SIS, as [ have already said
law of Workers’ Control, which has 2¢% ale capitalism, the great capita-
> 8reat capjtalists of industry,

been applied or even voted, the goiszf; :
e Commerce, and also the large

Prietors, had an obvious inte-

workers on the one hand,

the workers, the power of the State

"by so doing they would be givi

Test in the formation of a com
organisation which would support tf
attack upon the workers, T
Bub g third factor has also had a very
Important inflnence on the formation of
the forces of Pascism, il

.Ih Qrdc:‘r to fulm an illegal reactionarj !
organisation outside of tne State, one is
compelled to recruit other elements than
those belonging merely to the highest
circles of the dominant class. They gained
the help of these clements by appealing
to those sections of the middle class of
which we have spoken, and, in order to
draw them into their ranks, endeavoured
to express their interests. (One must
confess that Fascism has well understood
]_mw to c}() this, and has well succeeded
in so doing. They gained the assistance
of elements belonging to strata only just
aboves the proletariat, and even among
those suffering from the effects of the
war,—all those petty bourgeois, semi-
bourgeois, tradesmen, and ohove all-those
intellectual elements of the bourgeois
youth which, in adhering to Fascism
discovered in this struggle against the
proletariat, a new energy and the exul-
tation of patriotism and Italian imperia-
lism. They brought to Fascism a consi-
derable contribution, in supplying ic with
those human elements necessary for its
militaristic organisation.

These are the three factors which have
permitted our adversaries fo, confront us
with a movement of which we may de-
nounce its ferocity and brufality but in
which we must nevertheless recognise an
organisational solidarity as well as the
political intelligence of ifs leaders. Thes
Socialist Party never understood the
importance of this growing antagonistic
movement. The “Avanti” never under-
stood what the bour%eoisie were preparing.
by profiting from the criminal errors of
the working class leaders. They did not
wish to denounce Mussolini, fearing. that

advertisement. : 5

We uderstand then, that Faseil
not a new political doctrine. 1t has
ever, a strong political and
organisation, a considerable press .
cted with a good deal of joi
ability. But there is no idea
oramme; and now that they ha

at the control of the State,



't of Fascist g
t value. It is angj
anti-democratic.
ism is coneerned, it iS‘-O\b‘
cism is the movement of )
n forces, and that it must
clare itself against all S0l
or semi -socialistic tendencies, y
- being able to present any new justifiy
of the system of private ownershi

o it be the well-used one of the g

fajlure of communism in Ruossiy,
 their criticism of the democratic regiy,
~ that it has not been able to compat
volutionary and anti-national tendeneies
. and that therefore it should be reply
. by the Fascist State, is nothing py
than a senseless phrase. o
Faseism--is not a tendency of the Rig
wing bourgeoisie, which, basing jig
upon the aristocrats, the clergy, and
high civil and military functionaries
to replace the democracy of a cop
tutional monarchy by 2 monarchic d
~potism. In reality, Fascism condueis|
counter-revolutionary struggle by mu
of an alliance of all bourgeois elem
and for this reason it is not absolu
necessary for it to destroy demoor
institution. From the Marxian point
view, this fact need by no means beti
sidered paradoxical, as we know well
the democratic system is nothing ud
than a scaffolding of false guarap
erected in order to hide the dominal
“of the ruling class over the proletarias
At the same time, Fascism uses bl
reactionary violence and those demoges
Sophistries by which the liberal b0
eoisic have always deceived the prif

tariat while assuring the supremacy s

c_a%i’tali‘st interests. &
When the Fascisti turned from

alleged criticism of libeml}D(:n)p@ﬂ
. proclaim fo us their positive concePl
inspired by patriotic exulation and &

- ception of a historical mission )ft I
country, they based it upon a his (;
th which has no basis in fach Mg
congiders the gravity of the 68
‘which exists in this ltaly,
the victorious”. In their M

wnc[ng the mOb, we &b n .

than an imitation of the t’i

‘be sub-

t of national supremacy,
hing more than the collabo-
asses, and is a means of pro-
geois institution against the
ary attacks of the proletariat.,
feature which IFascism has re-
- the organisation of the bour-
overnmental machine. Recent
Parliamentary development would
‘us believe t};aﬁ one was in the pre-
i such a crisis in the evolution of
geois State machine that one more
would have shattered it. In reality
re only faced by a critical period
hange in b«‘)ul"ge.(\is governmental
due to the importence of the
ical groupings and of the tradi-
alian politicians in conducting
inter revolutionary strugele in a
ly disturbing situation.
m has constructed the organ ca-
i fulfilling this vole, if placed at
ad of the state.
when the Fascisti wish fto place,
by side with their negative anti-
arian  campaign, a positive pro-
neand conerete proposals for the re-
ation of the economic life of the
and the administration of the State,
re only able to repeat the banal
les of traditional democracy and
‘social-democracy. They have fur-
Lus with no trace of an original
0-ordinated programnie. !
‘example, they have always said
€ Fascist programme advocates a
on of the State bureaucracy, star-
‘above, with a reduction in the
ol ministers, and extending into
branches of the administration.
true that Mussolini has with-
6 special train  usually alloted
remier, but on the other hand
mented the number of cabinet
8 and of the assistant secretaries
ate, in order to give jobs to his
after having temporarily adop-
anism fipally rallied to the
Uonarchist loyalism; and ofter
and constantly cvied out
lamentary corruption, it has
Iy accepted conventional
procedure.
ed so far from the tenden-

: in 1921,

ridiculous  attempts.

doctrines, they ¢nde

Fascist syndicalism th

the supremacy of the moy.
more intellectnal categori
workers. But even this theory
Tully denied by their practice, w
their trade . union organisation
use of physical violence and the
shop” sanctioned by the employers

the object of hreaking up the revoll

trade  unjons, Faseism has
able 1o extend its power in those ¢
sations where there is the least
of that technical specialisation of
which facilitates the control of
Their methods have had some
among agricultural workers and
sections of the less skilled city
such as for example, the dock
without having attained suceess
more advanced and intelligent
the proletariat. It has not even given
new impulse to the organisation of o
workers and metal workers. There
substantial theory of Fascist syndi
The Fascist programme is a confus
mixture of ideas and of bourgeois
petty bourgeois demands; and the sy
matic use of violence against the
tariat does not prevent them from m
use of the opportunist methods of s
democracy. S

One proof of this is contained inm the
attitude of the Italian reformists, whose

policy, during a certain time, apps
to be dominated by an anti-Fascist
ciple and by the illusion of forming
bourgeois-proletarian coalition govern
against the Fascisti, but who at |
have rallied to the support of trius
Fascism. This combination is not
doxical; it has been produced by & .
of events, and there -were many
incidents which made it easy to
this alliance. One may mention for im
ce, the d’Annunzio movement, which
the one side is related to Faseisa
on the other, endeavor to attraet
working class organisations en the
of the programme of Vienna

wed to have a labour, or evel

basis.

1 should like to deal with a




e bad come when Ragej
e between putting an epq
n Or experiencing a very su
nal crisis. The question of ooy
ad also to be considered. Magy
{0 be found to provide for the nepgs
@ Rascist movement and fo keep
nancially. These means were to
extent provided by the employ;
d as it seems,

ussolini group. At a secret sessiy

the French Chamber a hudget w
e considered which comprised considerable |
o sums of money handed over to Mussolin
\in 1915. Documents of that kind came

h to the noticeof the Socialist Party, whie
 did not care to take any notice of them
 at the time, saying that Mussolini wasga |
beaten man. ‘ A
The Ttalian Government has facilitated

the task of the Fascisti, for ¢nstance, b
‘allowing its bands to use the railways)
free of eharge. Nevertheles, the enormouss
‘expense in connection with the Fascis)
movement compelled its leaders fo as

~ sume power as the real government of th
country. They could nof wait for news
elections in spite of the cerfainty of su¢
cess. . 4
. The PFascists have already a strong po=
litical organisation. They number 300.000
and claim even larger numbers. They
could have conquered through “demos
cracy”, if they had not been obliged
accelerate the process.
~ On October z4th a

Jouncil was hold in

National Fascist
Naples. [Everyoits

$ ab present that this event, W 3

as adverfised in the entire hpux’.gﬁt]ll&
58, was only a manoeuvre to dl‘\‘rert"tlz‘
neral attention from the “Coupdlitat ,'A
iven moment the parliamentarians w\el&.
d:“Cut short your debates,theve are maxs,
ant things to do, every mal ‘tO Iio

s was the heginning of the E asl

tton. It was October 26th, &

ng was still quict in the Cabic

had declared his determindy

fore at least another M

mber, in order nOZ

¢ traditional proct

f this declaration: =g

esignation to the N

also by forejp

or started for the pur‘- 2

a new Cabinet. The Fas-

arching on Rome, the centre

ty. They were especially

e centre, in Tuscany. They
terfered with.

was summoned to form a new

order to countenance Fascism

me it was quite possible that
t armies would have behaved
nds and would have pillaged
yed everything in the towns
s in the rural districts even
he will of their chiefs, if satis-
ad not been given them by cal-
ssolini to power.
here came a period when public
as rather purturbed. The Facta
nt decided to proclaim Martial
rtial law was proclaimed, and a
between the forces of the State
Fascist forces was expected to
. Bor a whole day. publie opi-
aited developments. Our comra-
re very sceptical about such a

Fascists did not wmeet with any
esistance anywhere, but there
ertain feeling in the army which
al' to the Fascists. The soldiers
dy to fire at the I'aseists while
the officers were for them.
Ning: refused to sign the procla-
of martial law, which was tanta-
aceepting the conditions of the
Wwho wrote in the “Populo Ii'Ita-
tder to obtain a legal solution,
‘necessary to ask Mussolini to
W Cabinet”. If this is not done,
reh on Rome”. A few howrs
laration of martial law was re-
‘Wwas known that Mussolini was
 to Rome. The military defen-
eady prepared, advance for-
icentrated and the town was
with barbed wire entangle-
Ver, an agreement was arci-
- Qctober 31 st the Fascists
triumphantly and peace-

od the new Cabinet, whose
- know. The Fascist Party
36 seats in Parliament,
majority in this Gove-

of
the portfolios of the M
rior and of Foreign Affeirs

_The other important portfolios
divided among the members of
cist Party. :

In the other Ministrias
occupied important posts.

However, as the severance from
traditional parties was not complete
Cabinet corngrised also  two represer
tives of the Social Domocracy, vi
bourgeois elements and also liber:
the Right and one adherent of Giol
During the war, we had General
Admiral Thaon de Revel at the
ralty, both of them representatives
the monarehy. L

The popular party which carried
weight in the Chamber, was very
in its compromise with Mussolini. Under
the pretext that the official organs ¢
the Party could not meet in Rome, |
deputed to a semi-official assembly of
some of the Party’s parliamentarians,
the responsibility to accept Musselini’s
offers. SRS

Some concessions were at least obtained
from the latter. and the-press of the po
pular party was able te announce :that
the new Government had not produced
many changes in the electoral system :
and in parliamentary representation.

The compromise was extended to the
Social democrats. At one time it was
thought that the reformist soecialist Bal-
dazi would join the Cabinet. Mussolini
was clever enough to approach him
through oue of his lieutenants, and after =
Baldazi had declared that he would be
very pleased to occupy such a po:
Mussolini represented the whole
as a personal demaxche of one of hi
triends, for which he would not take
responsibility. This is how if came

‘that Baldazi did not enter the Cabinet.

It Mussolini had not accepted a r
sentative of the reformist General K
vation of Labour, it is principally be
the Right elements in the Cabinet .
opposed to it. But Mussolini
he must eventually have a r
of this organisation in his *

Coalition” now that he has b
pendent of all revolutionary
ties. Bl ot i L







G This is ‘there
omic erisis. Alreag
tated here in my repg
st offensive which muyg
risis is bound” to e
Slovalkian bourgeoisie cay
| laid plan to reduce the
orkers throughout the St
h was the position last s
ion with the capitalist off
ce then four months have el
‘now have an entirely new:
hings confronting us. It is no:
uestion of reducing
o-Slovak capitalists are deter
way with a large part of
Three moaths ago we witnes
omenon of a rapid upward moy
the value of the Crecho®Sloy
pone. [n Zurich the value off
Jrone rose from 8—9 to 18
mes. This was due to an antif
ion by the Czecho-Slom
~ Now, what was the aim of th
~rise of the Czecho-Slov
Bxchange? The aim was 10
absolutely impossible. In
erence held by the Crecho-Sloval
mbers of Commerce and bank
y stated that the Czecho-Sl

nment wat deliberately encouragii

icial rise of the Tixchange ral
* {0 make it impossible for
‘small and middle industry to &
roduction and export.
1 factories were to be
- were not only to be clost
( eriod, but were
xcluded from the comp
-Slovakian State. Thi
od to that used
nters durving the

ad
tion

with

political organisations not

1 temporarily but ave posi-

ing their well equipped
ertakings, in order to gain a

ell. This is a very serious

sis through which the Czecho-

is passing. I wish to draw

jon to the fact that there are
that this reduction of industry
he present intolerable situa-
ot for long. The factories are
‘but the population remains,
_who were concentrated in
ustrial districts will remain
the factories have disappeared.
asily imagined what the tem-
se workers will be; this des-
i the industries is being carried
plan of restoring the inner
m of the national State. From
t point of view this is equi-
a lost war resulting in the loss
ory. [ venture to say that this is

[ Czecho-Slovakia were to -

third of its territory, it would

16 population 1 in this

i however, Gzecho-Slovakia

crease horizontally, hut verti-

its industrial construction, it

the factories and with them

ity of feeding the population,

¢ population itself will remain.

h circumstances the govern-
S Will get beyond solution.

re is the political crisis. The

¥y of the structure of the Czecho-

tate consists in the fact that a

population (the State is com-

zechs, Slovals, Germans, Poles,

8 and Ukrainians) is in oppo-

© government on principle.

entary authorities must be

.6 Czecho-Slovak two thirds

opulation. In this por-

‘Population, the Communists

party must be includes.

wtion of the Communist

al elections have taxen

akia. The Communal

t political elections

nt of our Party)

- Spring according

postponed for

a

proof of the faet tha
bourgeois social dem
ger exists, The new
tionalist State wil
which i
be of
bourgeois ‘democracy is
it is putting, just as tk
does, the very existence
its bourgeois form into.

Comrades, there is s i1l
to be considered in this
the parting of the ways,
nomic and parliamentar
themselves in the forma
type of government, we
pass through a long phase of
strife. The impression is bejn
among the wide strata of the n
nist population that national in
Is in peril. It is quite possi
irredentist nationalist among
man and Hungarian bourgeo
petty bourgeoirie will want.
advantage of this situation. This
lity is making matters more ¢
as lar as the temper and
sciousness of the masses are co
Under Capitalist governmen
nations are either hammer or
a wave ol nationalism may have &
ence over the masses which the b
ois world might use ih the inte:
their fascist aims and against th
struggle of the working eclass, T
have three important phenomina
us: an immediate economic crisis,
of parliamentary government w
undermining the foundations
owing to the impossibility
tary solution, and the
national circles with regar
independence. The Commun
for all this. The Ozecho-S
geoisie has already use
ces in the gover
WhendMassalj k,




ding them forward in the
’pglicatign-. ‘When in March
917 Lenin came forward
nd for socialisation of banks 3
dustrial organisations, of the
f commercial secrets and of
isation of the consumers, he did p
erensky and the world that it w.
ndle and a lie and only a mat
d manoeuvre as far as we were €0

On the contrary, he said: “we wil fig]
for these slogans which we hold as bei
within reach of possiblities at present’
Because the watchwords were brough
before the masses in this form, thi
carried them away and led them info
. struggle. During the subsequent phas
~ they learned from their own experiend

that one must go beyond these watchword

As to the tactics of the gathering of fors

o venture to say that we mustl
stillmore cunning and circumspect abo
them because our bourgeoisie has car

fully studied the Russian Bolshevist tag
tics | ;

ics before the assumption of power.
knows the dialectical side of our tacti
It knows that the watchword which
- considered excellent yesterday, can !
Iy unsuitable today, and vice vers
this reason we must know how
0euyre. However, in order to he
anoeuvre, the party mnst be ¢0
om within; confidence, autho
line must reign within ib
hem we will not be able to
urgeoisie.
' reduced to mere dogi
and will make the Vi
igie more difficulty
to be influenced D
1 by a _G()Illl’!ti

‘revolutionary struggle, v
y, that such leaders musi
ever, il the leaders of
¢ the confidence of the
this party is entitled to
ithout any interferance and
the part of the International,
able to bring the masses over
My time is too short to deal
tail with the tactics of the
eriod in Ozecho-Slovakia, I
to state that the workers
s not a dogma for us during
stage, and not a definite so-
evils, but a watchword hy
ich we want to mobilise the
want to enlist the sympathies
nalist socialist workers who
‘a vey important role under
~or Krascist government.
» of this watchword we wish
¥ as much as possible all the
n elements from coalition with
goisie and from the influence of
circles. Moreover, we want to
f these watchwords for the
ment of independant proletarian
5, and in order to penetrate
1y. For propaganda in the
side of our endeavour to bring
rians to our side, is the second
Ich we must erect against
of the Fascist movement. I
/.10 give you a mere outline, as
as too short to discuss the
detail.
Pullman: Comrades, The im-
t has disturbed the normal
and the inter-dependence of
ection, of world capitalist
erica  the least affected by
hrough similar experience.
class of America, powerful
took advantage of the
ression and launched a vio-
N the workers’ organisa-
eeded during the war in
msiderably their position.
t of the restriction of
L curtailment of in-

o
When they re-opened
the formerly employ.
and at reduced wages. T
reduction exceeded 60°

feel the shock of the a
Insufficiently organised cr:

the attack was turned against
unions. FaE

~As a result of the capit:

the working class to-day ¥

basis shattered and its r
During this period there w

able decrease in the number ¢
workers. The American RFeder
Labour alone has lost over one
The working day has been le
wages reduced, shop condition
much worse, seniority and p
rights taken away. | &5

In the metal trades the num
nised workers has been redu
800,000 to 275,000. Wages havwi
from 25°/, to 40°, and the wo
increased from 8 hours to 9 and

It the steel industry, which a
of the last strike had over 350,00
nised workers is now practically
any organisation. Here,'wages; h
reduced from 22°% to 40%;
barons persisted in maintai
12-hour day, and a 24 hour d
the change of shifts. &

In the packing industry, not
remained of the 200,000 for:
ised. Here wages were reduced
to 85%, and the 8-hour wi
increased to 10 hours.

In the needle trades ind
ber of organised workers
80,000. Wages were red:
gro S R

In the oil fields
dustry there is pri
and white
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parties, oppose the has the government so clearly exposed

of the workers and the its class character to the workers. And

f a bonafide labour party. we may expect the industrial conflict

cap lies in the defective form that will break out in the immediate

ganisations which permits future will assume a more revolutionary

alists to lead their aftack and political character.

the workers and prevent their con- The party must be ready for this
) struggle, it must develop its membership,

rty has reacte@ against thc it must win the confidence of the masses

.offensive and tried to do its by consolidating and developing the

jthstanding the fact that within strength of the workers in their struggle

unist Party during the last for their immediate demands. o

rnal friction existed. It made a The Party must intensify the activity

f attempts to rally the workers of its members in the trade unions and

| the capitalist offensive. Several take an active part in the daily strug-

“have been made to organise the gles, in their fight against the union bu-

ed; due to this fact however, reaucracy and prepare them for political

at time the party did not have action. 'The party should establish its

ons with the trade unions our nucleus in every plant, mine and work-

ere not successful as objective shop and by attracting into its ranks all

ns warranted. The Party concent- militant elements gain the leadership of

attention on the penetration of the revolutionary struggles.

unions and took an active part These we believe are the most impor-

ormation of the Left Wing move- tant tasks facing the Communist Party

Under the guidance of the Party’s in America. L

ing movement has heen organised Urbans, Germany.—Comrades, First

rade unions which has gained a of all, allow me to state that I represent

influence. For the purpose of here the views not of the majority but

ishing close contact with the wor- of the minority of the German Delegation.

and developing a strong mass orga- Both, Comrade Zinoviev and Comrade

na legal political party was orga- Radek have said that the chiel task of

‘and whenever the workers were this Congress was to define the danger

ed in a struggle the party attemp- from the Right. It is my opinion that

) apply the United Front tactic. Comrade Radek has not done any too

grican capitalists having reached great service to the Congress of the In-

ighest state of its development and ternational by his speech; he gave the

> created the most efficient system centrists and their friends the opportunity

uction has been forced to find an to use his arguments in support of their

in two directions:—first, the emi- own position. The unanimity on the views

D of finance — capital to the of this congress has been thereby greatly

al backward countries, and se- damaged. It seems to me that Comrade

, the expansion of foreign mar- Radek has been carried away by the

‘American capitalism has thus fascination of his theme. He put too much

16 involved in a desperate com- emphasis upon the offense of capital, in-

Ve struggle with European ca- tense though it is, and forgot that this

Sm. American fcapitalists will thus ruthless offensive also brought about the

0 bear an additional presure upon counter olfensire of the proletariat.

Tking class of America. However, He spoke of defensive struggles only;

6, the struggle of workers parti- he forgot the beginning International mo-

D the metal trade struggle and vements which are already more than

g industry, will change its iso- mere defensive struggles. .

aracter. The achievement of co- This overemphasis of the capitalist of-

and joint action of American fensive is demonstrated in the following

ean miners and metal workers extract: (from Radeks speech) “It is a

ble the workers to take the of- characteristic of the present per_md that

The present moment finds the The Masses of the proletariat have

ly dissatisfied, Never before lost faith in the possibility of the con-

9%

Iurmwy states a state coﬂSbabula,

been established which assist the rai

been steel and mining magnates to my;,
which produced 500 cars. This the white terror. :

ot 650,000 miners were on strike  About the ascisti organisation j 4

riod of five months. A temporary rica: We have the American Legion y
. ed with the operators was organised by a group of officepg g3

ontinuation of all con-

he ¢o drew into its ranks a large numbex-
ch 1928. Thus the sacrif-

war veterans under the pretext of Zain
of the workers accom- a few economic demands such ag Dénsigy
ﬁ%ﬂ%‘ibh results although they bonuses and medm_al treatment of wOqu i
sopeded in checking the ca- soldiers. The capitalists maintain gy,
e large army of private detective agen39~ :
d strike was also defeated and factory guards. A secret organisétl"
rference of the government in America known as the Ku-Klux.K :
¢ o teeachery of union bure- plays an important role’in the capitalig
yv. The railroad men were forced offensive. It is especially active iy ¢
¢ wage reductions of over 15°,. South, but it extends its activities g
@ of the strike the govern- in the North. It terrorises the Negrd :
mained passive, and apprently compelling them to do compulsory yyg
but as the workers’ resistance at reduced wagesand under legal guise
stronger, the government openly sists plantation owners in maintaining
to the support of the railroad mag- practical system of espeonage. At the gy
As a ruIlDe‘ in all industrial con- of the elections the polls are heavily ivu
Government rushes to the assi- ded and Negroes prevented from’eyey
‘the capitalists by throwing on sing their formal rights. ‘
, the entire force of the judiciary Though the capitalist offensive asgym
ilitary machine. This was especially an ever increasing impetus, the g
d in the Corenado decision of bureaucracy did not put up any acf
me Court, announcing that the resistance but, on the contrary, heen
were responsible for damages cau- passive and treacherous to the  worket
kes. The most striking instance interests. The many improvements gaing
ment interference was provided by the workers during the war ha
rginia where government troops been sacrificed by the union bureauct
the strike. In Herrin, Ill, the practically without a struggle. Sami
tion was financed and instigated Gompers,chead of the American Fed
e Illinois Chamber of Commerce. tion of Labour, at the present timei
Mw railroad strike the attorney ge- active in establishing cordial relat
Dougherty obtained an injunction and joint committees with the Amer
it the unions which practically pa- legion while, on the other hand, Gom
and made illegal all strike acti- fought against the Communists. and
When obtaining the injuction Doug- Wing elements in the trade unions.
openly stated that. the Government In the miners’ union the bureauc
pport the drive for the “Open have betrayed the miners at a time ¥
: o & e the strike was all but won. ‘
following on the heels of the  During the railway strike, B. F. Grall
gw’ﬂensive came the raids on the the head of the International Brotherho
Party and the Left Wing mo- of _maintenance-of-way employees b
»_trade' unions. The arrests railroad shop labourers, held back If
tions of the active members organisation of 400.000 men, notwithsti
S became an everyday oc- ding the fact that an overwhelming I
ynching, tar-and- jority of them had voted to join
litical priso- ‘strike. It is due to this treachery U
_denied the defeat of the railroad union may
ur largery attributed. g
ra- In the political field, the union bu®y
s. crats while serving as tools Il %










