November 25th 1922, (e

Chairmen: Comra.&e Mar

pport on co-speration. Comrade Meshteriskoff.—Draft résoin

Spealkers: Meshteriskoff, Lauridan, Henriet

ssion opened 7. 10 P. M.

jrman Markhlevsky: I declare
sion open. I call on Comrade Meshte-
0 report on co-operation. <
\teriskoff: Measured not by {he
nd discipline of ifs organisation bul into ‘the other pa
number of its members, the co-opera- head and contaminats
ment represents one of the strong-
0 of the labour movement.
no exaggeration {o state that the co-
~organisation bas tens of millions of efore, the co-op:
f members throughout the world. aftention of the
¢ co-operative is not merely a movement the working class
8 members combina from {ime to time for
: cessary purchases in common, it is
tion which endeavours to create
logy, to permeate all its work
cology, and to inculcate it into the
1S members  The view  persistent-
by tho old leaders of the co-
vement, i. e., {hat the co-opera-
} “the third form of the labour
nlirely independent from the two
he Parly and Trade Union org
{o create in the
perator a  special
~Wherein  the old
uled supreme. Of
fid '

Y
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e of the Russian revolution
‘clearly what colossal difficulties
the organisation of public feeding
change of commodities, in case the
proletariat captures power without having
S eliminarily gained control over the
operatives.
Under such conditions the proletariat is
ompelled to carry on the styugglo for this
osition at a time when all its forces should
be concentrated on the retention of political
power and the organisation of the new so0-
ciety, when it is imperative tha,t_ the co-
operatives should immediately begin to per-
form their useful functions at the cgmma,nd
‘of {he new proletarian government. The con-
~ quest of the co operatives cannot be achie-
yed at one blow. It is impossible during a
brief period of {ime to thoroughly clean up
the swamp of the old co-operatives. Many
- of the ig:portzmt co-operatives remain for a
Jong time in the hands of the old co-opera-
tives—the enemies of the proletariat who
sabotage the work, and the organisation of
_public feeding and of exchange of commodit-
jos is carried on inefficien{ly This arouses
the resentment of the masses bnt weakens
the power of the new revolutionary gover-
- nement. A
" The Communist Infernational is fully aware
~ of the importance of the co-operatives. At
~ tho Third Congress of the Comintern held
during the summer of 1921 the question of
the co operatives was placed on the agenda
and the Congress adopted the theses presen-
‘ted by the speaker on this question.
~ Thesetheses chiefly dealt withthe work which
- communist should carry on in the co-opera-
tives. The question of tactics and of organi-
sation was dealt with only very g nerally.
~ The theses mainly conveyed the idea that the
co-operatives should cease to be “the third
form of the labour movement* — enfirely
ndependent and isolated from the other forms,
the work of the revolutioniry co-opera-
es should be most closely united with the
rk of the revolutionary political and trade
n organisations of the proletariat. The
emphasied that the old slogan of the
yorfunist. co-operatives as to the political
ty of the co operatives should he de-
epudiated, for under the sereen of
the social-traitors boldly carried
hindrance the policy of tran-
co-operatives into the hand-
oisie. In respect to the

£3

form of organisation the thegeg
the communist co-operativeg shy
communist nu lei which shoylg
district organisations and also

rowth and development of new
ary ideas in the co-operatives.

s unanimously admitled by all the
that the Communist parties of

ur
uld

) T
Uity

and that the entire movement pe ﬁ‘e‘z‘&ouaﬂ,/ Furone devoted very little " attention

the co operative section of thg umedb o ternco operative movement and to the

This section was instructed tg o Mgy to:”‘"’ of Communists in the co operatives.
ai

First International Conference of

Ny,
‘ o Vene g8 cork papers reluctantly devoted space to
o0-operatives.

5 )
mmuu,:,art questions: In many countries the reso-
these ¢ the Third Congress of the Comin-

In compliance with this instryeri oy
2 5 3 ue tion 0 7 4 3
first international conference of ].mer“m.( Juti0 o the organisation of Communist nuclei
Nafy has not been carried

cooperators conven d in Moseow on Noye s [tlhe co operatives j
1.1922. At this conference 36 delcg“e: )l:]t The parties have not appointed comra-~
resenting 20 countries were present. Delenr ‘3es'for carrying on work in the co-operati-
with voting power repres nted Russia, kaz'ves and very little has been dogs& by our
Georgia, Azerbeidjan, Armenia, Tpa '-=.ﬂ.r£ies to gain Con_trol over them. The Com-
Bastern Republic, Germany, EFrance, Im“nist Parties did not L‘ndozll\'Oll.I‘ to enlist
Swifzerland,  Austria, Bulgaria, Pol“eassismnce of th.o co-operative 1}1 the po-
Denmark, Swelen, Norway, Finland, Eg ﬁ"'al and  economic  campaigns. There the
nia, Lithuania and a representative of mnmmst Party l-m‘s hl'l now entirely igno-
Anglo Saxon countries and the members #ed the.co-oporntxw n‘m\t‘m(‘lllt and gave no
the co operative section of the Comiy ructions to tlx-o Communists working in
Of the coutries with large  c0-open Qo ojeratives. llence great confusion
movement Czecho-Slovakia and Belgiums m']"’d““““)“g our comrades in the co-ope-
not represented. There was also no s ‘ﬁes‘ ““.‘ }““"3' ”d".!"t"l_il‘ vesolution obli-
representative from England. ¥ting all its {“*‘”_”{“"N to Jomn the _co-opera-
continued for 6 days - and'to work in them. But this 1‘.050[11-

i romained only on paper. According to

&

The conference

‘0 » 15t — 61 holding two sSessions el ; d » (s p
vember Lst.-—6th., holding (W0 SesSIOnS 68 =oyostionnaire, the  majority of the
day. s ; ~mgembers of the Communist Party are not
The agenda of the conference was S&s8nbers of the co-operatives”. “Only the
lows: mmunist  working men belone fo the co-

peralives”—is anothoer answer to the question-
€.
s And then again: "The  communist party
tus far failed to adopt a dofinite atti-
" towards the tendencies arising among
‘:,‘, l()‘/Oﬂlp(‘r:.llm'x affiliated to the l’;n‘l)”".
& Harty did not exert any influence upon
‘l’ﬁ"’lf’('.rullf'vs and did not endeavour to
e’ ¢ control of this movement into its

wrales.
dolorales on the S
movement i the
on the work of 8

1. Seating of dels

2, “1'[;01‘1\ |»§‘ the
of the (‘u-u‘n‘[\tilw'
pective countries
Communists in the co-0pe
| ('u-ulu'r‘;llil)ll.

and
atives.
3, Communism an
4. Tactical questions.

5. Organisational questions.

3 ¢ aids, The Q A% -
6. Ele tions. bl s“”‘ndl'r?“,llm“nL‘\'[ Party,~—the answer
y 'S [l S no ¢ A s
The reports of the ‘luln-::m.\hFU“MI T ud to the committee ‘O.f
he fact that the c¢o operative movel ty a 0pe rators, We had groat dif-
the fact tha ! the beginning  {o

o to the ’“”0 publish a few
{ho sharp!

10 viol nb ol

undercoing a big crisis du

causes: the economic erisis,

tion of the currency and t s

list offensive. Tho :lssismn(‘,("r”}' !

membership by the uu-upvrnhu.s""dcri 3

their former narrow functions f::sl(mg
\

1elos { explain our

actions”
8 rosulte of (e X : <
! SUlts of {hig policy are very dotri-

Hirg 1o u;l(l:bl(}"nnmmisl, Party evinces no
ATV l‘\h‘ closer relati ms with the
ﬂsumol ;:).pu““‘“'h‘, {he latter retaliate

i anner, They do not look for

=25

conditions b““f""(\. llgl'lhiiiy'(gl|li)|()y 4 ml agii from the party, ""Our committee
©0-0poratives "“”l’l'”"“ are unable 0.8 5o o Operators says the questios
methods of work t,:i'y ho bankrup"?b— PMO Offi ful connection vith the Com-
any substantial aid. ) ¥y but is endeavouring to maintain

oyen j

t
Y:lfti‘lltltl()ns wlth it”,
eadly velations™ with the general

bheen
to)mlly un&bll"
of work

old co-operatives has 1o 08
old leaders, who arc

ver any new methods
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frilzlzfegg I’lcile fer{t‘lre revolutionary proletarian
R t‘o ¢ country. One of the most
co-o;) ;z?i ‘«,L; Slll)r"ll((;lples of the revolutionary
S fthou be the closest contact of
LR of the revolutionary labour move-
ent, thglr subordination to one centre,
United action and the hegonomy of the «om-
munist Party over all ti : his
o by the various forms of
proletarian organisations will secure
success in our work. It is very natural that
owmg,: to the alienation of the Party from
the Communist co-operators and vice versa
the movement of the revolutionary CO-0pera-
?xlvs is developing unsatisfactorily in France

The Party has failed to render us the
assistance  which we expected of it” —says
the report. This is why our inﬂuex’lce has
been less than it should be. -

The‘ less atlention the party pays to the
work in the co-operative movement, the more
dllﬂus.od it will be and the more ditticult
\\:1]1 it be to co-ordinate it. In this respect
France offers a sad example. This is what
we read, for insfance, in one of the letters
of our French comrades.

“At the co-operative congresses we witnes-
sed the following sad spectacle: as soon as
a communist comrade raised his voice aga-
st the report of the reformists, some other
member of the party got up and demanded
(to the great delight of our opponents) a
vote of confidence in the leaders of the co-
operative movement. Thus it happened that
most of the arguments against the statement
of the communist came from members of
our party. At every opportune moment the
reformists, inspired by the desire to spht
and weaken the communist party, pointed
with glee to the differences of opinion esisting

among us”.
The communist parties must everywhere
devote the greatest attention to the co-oper-

ative movement, otherwise the lack of dise-
ipline among the communist co-operators’
will become a habit which will be very
difficult to combat in the future. The failure
to oceupy a position at the proper time,
always results in great losses. e
The time has come for communists to put
up a serious fight within the co-operati
Everywhere we observe dissatisfaction
the old leaders and with the old m
of co-operation. The new revolutionary
are being carried by the wind storm. I i)
of the chaos, the weakness and the
anisation of the work of the commy
operators in France even there the
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chieved some success.
e fullowing statement
rts of our French comrades:
“of our work is best shown
at our Congresses. In 1919 no
place at all. In 1920 our com-
d 21 mandates out of a total of
- 1921—we had 51 mandates out
lar total, in 1922—300 mandates
000... Every day brings us new ad-
. We are justificd in expecting brill-
results in the near future”. In some
jes, Holland for iostance, there is no
cction between the communists and the
erative movement. Our section in Spain,
al, Yugo-Slavia, Rumania, Greece, and
to speak only of the Europeau co-
es) have no notion whatever of what is
in the co-operative movement.
he other hand, it is evident from the
fthe delegates. that whercver commu-
and the communist parties pay even the
ttention to the work in the co-operatives,
1k begins to bear fruit very rapidly. In
espect Germany takes first place. There,
\ber of experienced comrades have taken
s work. The German communist co-
rs have established 112 factions within
eties of which they are members.
re go-operatives in which the Manag-
consists entirely of communists, altho-
h societies are few. From time to
strict conferences of communist co-
s are organised. (Three conferences
e in 1921, and four in 1922). Pan-
~conferences are also periodically
d. A special periodical “The Commu-
operator”” is published for the benefit
movement. Five of the party organs
d co-operative supplements. A co-
ve section is attached to the Cenfral
ee of the Communist Party, which
ver is not very strong. On the whole,
erman  Communist Party has made a
in co-operative work, although it
dmitted that it has not yet done
is direction. ,Co-operative questi-
the reply to the questiinaire,—
‘seen treated by the party as
child”. /
for a young movement, the
within the co-operatives

1e

s growing rapidly,
hich they take in
m the number

pumber of organised

c?nfggencféenq‘h;??d szh confergnea, -, co DOW in Germany is the question of

&?ed' { e kgl the fipgt @ rw‘rgetic campaign in favour of thé parti-

}x:)s litm%hse wSé‘ce();gplgbe?ted by 24 ell'” tle of the consumers’ co-operatives in the
£ e onierenc ipd T as initiated witl )

30 representatives from 91 disetri}»}tl:m pugale which W 1 such zest

Uzo rv councils. The communist ¢o-
the 3rd. (on :}ugust 20, 1922 i Wei’ Ay by m&::c[tr?ugt. juitiate in their societies acr?d
there were 9{) representatives, ang fl P‘?ws an energetic campaign for the parti-
to the questionaires says that the Uy : Otn-on of the co-operatives in this struggle
would have been greater if the .. st “n the factory coun il Congress. 2
hag been better organised. If ¢, 'ﬂ'nfdlltaly the task of the communist co-
Communist Party will give its gp nat.ors consists in drawing the urban con-
ideration to this movemeat, we E‘;rs, co-operalives, as well as the rural
see brilliant results of this work. ‘umducers into the struggle against Fasecism.

The same prospects can be openeg ik The communist co operators must also carry
the communists in Czecho-Slovakia ip an energefic agitation in connection with
communi-t co-operators themselyes ’\n‘ll h questions as the growth of militarism,
more energetic in their work. P ich is the cause of increased taxation, the

All the replies received from various eougligeril of €W Wars, attempts at Intervention ete.
show that the IV Congress of the Comipst: Only DY means of such a struggle side by
must repeat with great insistance the gebside With the communist parties and red
sion of the 1II Congress on the duty of de unions, \\'i_'xl it be possible to destroy
communists to organise their nucleii principles of political neutrality cherished
co-operatives. The Congress must also

the old leaders of the co operative move-
on the party organisations concerning ot and also the conception that the co-
selves very seriously with this move

prative movent is an entirely independent
From the report on ,Communism i

fhird form of the labour movement. It is only
Co-operative Movement* and from fhe jy such joint straggle that we will be able
cussions which took place on this repd

astablish a united [r nt of all the sestions

Confy
¢ G
TI0US o
shal]

is evident that the 1[I Congress of e labour movement, and subsequently
mintern laid down correct fundamental$ 0 the complete unity of this movement.

on this question. The Ifirst Internationtid O:GF?F~ those are not ,i'y any means the
ference of Communist Cooper tors i : ‘M“, of the communists in the co-ope-
introduce any amendments to this States rke 'g"“""““t- Fhey must carry on their
There was n:;l, oven a single motion B § purely co-operative me-

ods, endeavouring to discover methods of
itk most suitable to (ho existing conditions
«th? Co-operatives and other organs of the
fmz "“\:‘"5(‘75 (peasants, labourers, and
getically in all questions connected vil :1:; If'”:l "‘l.i\"'."'\'* for instance, to the
c0-01 eratives or with the consumers. Thet S, ¢ of {h 5 "" ishing of ‘ll\hh‘.nnls and the
3 ) o o(ppeole side bu sidoand A e profits made to increase the
conduet this struggie SiA€ s 0 fund of the co-operafive society, and
contact with the communist p;uheb } operative society, anc

direction.

On the question of tactics, the CORIE
laid down very emphatically that the &
rative movement must intervene very S

4 S0 tahlic f 1 5 3
ddsnd tons.: Of spt cial ImpOreEiy rlio ‘%l"'b'l‘h‘h special funds for the relief
JResruce lumi:n' o (.\1'.1.)»“,”,;; which S8, Worfi?y vietims of capitalist reaction locked
A rucele ag: o S ofe ML . Bt
the struggle agains oot of INIERRRR RIS, ets. This applies to the work
butes to the rise in the cost B0 o SEERIR the wome ST 2
1 Jo against it oo omen members of the co-opera-
whith hinders the StEE gt all 1o hy ~$00l(lm_ and also to the work among

PP “tp y Agalng .. o 510 ; ’ S
Pl es to tho §l|n;:g;r|( import dutits lesu:‘!! and combat ing guild socialist ten-
increased taxation, lo IMPUE Ty S - ithin the ¢o-operative movement, ete.
taxation,

tha
brenco field

Ol g

duties and indirect fof S8
against the attempts to ”n'loﬁves 4
special taxes on the (-,()-nl')(-m
demand that the dist ribution OF H,
ries of life among the pnpuulconsu
entirely in the hands of th i
operatives, and finally t(l) it
of the co operatives and the
the forms of this struggle.

of  organisation, the
has drawn up the outlines for
the un:-‘;(:ﬂf within the co-ppcrgtivgs,
10 (o, eus to the co-operative bl,_!cllun
. usm:{::i;”‘- The latter must consist of
7 ves  of the various countries
10 b gloctad af the Infernational

artie SO0, For current work, the section
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has appoi

membf?rps(.) M e
Thus; basin

the first year

Co-operatives,

idium  consisting of °

g itself on the experiences of
, e e M
i?:gg;,montt ti?ptsa 'l'tr} fzonnectiox_l wiih t?meeglaftycl)(-)
tio(l})not:chthe ‘mm’%‘]:lcesnz).f the form of organisa-
e streng is w i
1613[11: iest etlll(la t{(’)f(i}é}g tgtg tt}?és I\‘f‘ 0(13'})‘511;::;;3'S'gt('5 t:?:;
on the question t())?,c;c)l_]gpeiﬂ?g\;ng !

Draft resolution of the Fourh Con-
gress ot the Comintern on Coope- -
ration,

(On the report of N. Meshteriskoff).

During the last years preceding the world
war and especially during the war, the Co-
operative movement developed extensively in
all countries and drew into its ranks the vast
masses of workers and peasants. The present
capitalist offensive the world over compels
the workers and especially the women to ap-
preciate stille more highly the aid rendered
by Consumers Cooperatives.

The old social compromisers have long un-
derstood the great value of the cooperative
movement for the attainment of their aims.
They entrenched themselves firmly in the
cooperative organizations whence they inde-
fatigably directed their efforts towards poiso-
ning the minds of the toiling masses, and
created a duality of conseiousness and of
¢onduct even among the revolutionary ele-
ments of the proletariat. In certain countries
the social democratic parties, through having
the leadership of the cooperative movement
in their hands, derived funds from the coope- -
ratives for the support of their parties, while:
under the flag of political neutrality they
actually carried on a policy of supporting the
bourgeoisic and its imperialist aims. i

Rotaining in theirr hanis the leadership of
the cooperative movement, some of the old
leaders are unable, and others unwilling, to |
understand the social conditions that have |
taken place and the new tasks of the co
rative movement, and the necessity for a
ting nw methods of wqu. Obstinately r
sing to renounce their tme-lmnored:coapg
tive principles, they dlsorganize even
purely econumic work and undermin
existence of the cooperative and conseq 3L
destroy the cooperative,movement. bt

Finally, they do nothing to prep
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unmenéély’ important cooperatives or to split them

roing compells the Communists to  kening of the contact of the

y proletariat.

specialy:

ooperative section controlled by the Central working cluss. Co-operativ
ommiftee of the Communist Party of the in combating the increases
ountry. The entire work of the Comnunists especially of indirect taxes al

asis of the most rigid discipline under the on their busmess opera
ol of the Central Comittee of the Com- prices. The co-operative
st Party. The task of these nuclei con- transfer o distribution
n establishing the closest connection prime necessity to the hi
o broad masses of the working class consumers cooperatives.
rators, in criticising not only the prin- pate in the struggle ag
‘but also the practice of the old co- is the cause of the growth
d in organizing the discontented ture and consequently
order to cieate, in the cooperati- taxation, against the ma
nifed front against capitalism and the imperiulist governments,
alist State. All the naticnal organi-  depreciation of the currency
the Communist cooperators should  should fight against the

Jied with the Comintern through against [fascism, which
ction. everywhere and subjecting
t cooperafives should under to cruel repressions. The ¢0-0

on elements from the  vention, and demand the

OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

h Soviet Russia, ete. The com-
erators should endeavor to draw
zations into this struggle alongside
rist Parties and Red Trade
eating a united proletarian
munist co-operators should de-
t their o ganizations extend aid to
f capitalist terror.
e or lockout. etc. The communist
hould insist that the co-operatives
jonary cvltural and educational
scale and take this

ill devolve upon them after the tacties would only lcad to the ’or?dca
r by the proletariat. power of the cooperatives ang

fgno'st serious efforts towards wrest-  cocperators with the broag m;:v
ooperatives from the hands of the working class. For identical reag s
nmpromisers, and the conversion of not en'deavm}r to separate the
operatives from instruments of the oporatgve unions from the I“tel‘natio o) D
isie into the weapon of the revolu- operative Union. On the contrgy nal gy the
nists should demand the admissiony».c iy

‘Third Cengress of the Comintern stu- Union of all the national union iy ‘i
ied and approved the theses _on the work of cqmmymsts const}tute & majority
ommunists in the cooperatives. The expe- minority, and which do not as ye
ence «f a year and a half has shown that the Internatmnal Coopor_uti\'e U
hese theses were based on a proper estima- .2) ”lhe_ Central Committees of tho Cop
n of facts. The Fourth Congress of the nist Parties as well as the commupjg c
omintern reaffirms these theses and urges rators should initiate an energetic cam
e Communist Parties, groups and orga- against the coojerative illusions, that
tions to take an active part in the co- cooperatives are able, by th('msolves’ to
erative movement and instructs the press of ve th.e‘ Su('iz.llist or(h.'r 'hy means of 4 gl
the Party to devote sufficient space for the transitions into socialism without the capipl
iscussion of the questions of cooperation. of political power by the proletariat, o
Tor the furtherance of these theses, the by employing the old methods, will achie
urth Congress of the Comintern points out considerable impravement in the conditig
. the working class. A similarly energetic cang
1) The imperative necessity for all the ign should be carried on against the ping
ommunist Parties carrving out the instru- of the political neutrality of the co-operaf
jon that all the members of the Party shall This so-called n: utrality is indeed onlyase
e members of the consumers cooperatives for open or secret support of the infer
nd take an active part in their work. In the bourgeoisic and its hanger on, This
very cooperative organization the Commu- paign should be carried on not only i
ist members should organise openly or se- form of a a {heoretical propaganda, buts
tly—a communist nucleus. These nuclei  attracting the cooperatives to the ecos
ould be united into district organizations and political struggle now being cond
which in their turn should be organized into by the political parties and the Red T

a pational organization headed by a special  Unions for the defense of the interests @
; es should partich

energetically participating
al and economic struggle of the
letariat, thie communist co-
should also carry on purely co ope-
k in order to imbue the co-opera-
h those principles which the new
of the proletariat de-
The amalgamation of the small consu-
large organizations, the
udiation of the old principle of dividends
d the employment of al
strengthening the power of the co-operatives,
e establishment of a special strikers aid
find out of profits, the defence of the infe-
ts of co-operative
h forms of bank credits as may jeopardize
B co operatives:—snch are the tasks which
g communist co operators
i the event of it being necessary to raise
gllie price of shares in the co-operatives, the
goommunists should demand that such increases
flonot lead to the expulsion from the coopera-
unable to pay the

conditions and fasks

profits made for

should perform.

made for such category of workers.

e Communist nuclei in the co-operative
Sould also connect their work most closely
g h .u’t" work of the women trade union
[;Z;:WI):IS and f\'ith the ('mnnnn!i.'\‘t Young
‘ eague in order to facilitate, by
of co-operative
iginda among the working womens and '
,ég{;t‘h'slit IS also necessary to initiate an
‘e‘lucruc rllggle u;:.-_nnsl ﬂ}e (‘,l‘)-()p(‘l'il.tl\'()
: Y, Which, shielding itself under the
d“mocrnuy, has reduced this prin-
while in reality
do whatever they please in the
S, refusing to call general mee-
the will of the

focting the &
¢ cooperatives should be carried on the sumers—exhorbitant taxes o0 cooperallt

tions, and the rist !
s should deman
of commodities
nds of the W
They shou d p
ainst militarisn®

Versailles,
i raising
the €0

the election

\V ‘vnr, oS : .
bers, including women, to the

¢ to separate the revo- combat the menace of a ne (3stub]i3hm

a%g;greg&rét and the control organs of the
e spclgtles and shall take other -
kng;?;gs fo provide the communists with the
theLco oigxé:t‘g etsr'ammg necessary for directing
auridan,— i ;
ion of the Third ggr?g?clezzls rg:gtithedrqwl’:lht-
motion before us deals with the f)ne e
s wi th‘(, co-operative
Criticism sh(mlg(f nl?aﬁ‘j:a f;lafggh(i?l?. views more
definite: Comrade Mestcheriackoff complained
Just now that we had not dome sufficient
work 'in the cooperatives, especially in France.
In his report he deals primarily with the
cox;sumers cooperatives.
L agree fully with the )
Importance of the consumersseea(l:{oeorpeggtivtehsf
;léld _I_ glsh that we would give it all the
quired attention because the cooperatives
present great danger, that they can be used
by all sides.
In 187s, when Guesde returned from exile,
he found such a neutralist spirit among
the cooperatives, that when for instance, he
domnn'dod help for the strikers of Montceaw
les Mines at a Cooperative Conference, one |
of the members of the council, Chabert,
opposed him on the ground of political
neutrality. 5
This same political neutrality has been of
great use to the employers and the Church
to combat the workers co-operatives. An
employer from Roubaix told Jules Guesde
who was then carrying on propaganda for
the cooperative idea in the North and est-
ablished the first workers co operative in
Roubaix, that these co-operatives were ne-
ither more nor less than milch cows of the
revolutionists. :
We should therefore submit the cooperati-
ves to a thoreugh investigation, we would
be committing a grave errcr if we believed
that the cooperatives contain the elements
of @ new society. The most important element
is created not by co-operation, but by capit-
alism, the concentration forms them. :
Guesde used to say: “The Communism of
the workshop suffices for the workers’. We
must therefore carefully study the activities
of the cooperatives and ot attribute too grea
importance to them. We must make o_f thes
cooperatives & haven for the prol tariat
its stores ammunition in its struggles. In th
North of [France every cooperative has
Maison du Peuple, for the working cla
organizations, and they distribute unemplo
yment and strike‘submdles. Certain ¢0-0f
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indirectly, support the
ty. This may be expressed by simple
mula: Today, the co operative must be the
uxilliavy of the Party, tomorrow, it must
ccome the auxilliavy of the proletarian
power. This is why Communists must win
over the co-operatives.
[ was speaking of the traditions of the
" North and the Pas De Calais. In that district
there are numerous cooperatives and a co-
~operative movement similar to that in Belgi-
I um. After the split in Tours, the Socialist
Party attempted to oxpel the Communists
from the co-coperatives.
In certain co-operatives, as in Tourcoing,
a city of 80,000 inhabitants, in Hulluin,
known as Red Halluin, in Marco en- Barooul,
~ we are in a majority; but in Solesmes, in
" Roubaix, the Communists are in a minority.
By a series of underhanded manoeuvres, the
dissidents managed to expel the Communists
" from the cooperatives. The Communists have
then built another co-operative in competition
with them. This proletarian cooperative of
~ Roubaix, which has existed one year, had a
turnover of 500.000 francs in the first six
months. It possesses 1000 square metres of
property, bakeries, a coal wharf on the canal,
a cafd, meeting halls, music halls, etc.

The evident success of this cooperative is
tempting the Communists of other districts
and cities of the North to emulate them. On
the principle that we must give no money to
the reformists, to the dissidents, the Commu-
nists in the dissident cooperatives insist upon
political neutrality. I know that it is painful

‘ for a Communist to give money to the So-
[ cial Democratic Party. But to seek a reme-
: dy in political neutrality is a great mistake.
We must not attack the principle of subven-
tions, but the Party which profils thereby,
and we must demand that this help be tur-
ned over to the real working class Party,
the Communist Party. 1 call the attention of
the reporter to this isolated Communist coope-
rative in the North which tomorrow may grow
~ {o the importance of a symbol and start a
secessionist movement in the cooperatives.
ityl - that is our slogan.
Naturally, the Communists of Roubaix sup-
their communist cooperative. However,
‘must make all possible efforts to obtain
dmission of its cooperative into the Coope-
nion of Irance. I hope that every
ommunist and eviry other Commu-
vlp our comrades in Roubaix to
n into this organization.

directly or

Everywhere where groups h ¢ s
a¥G n functi :
begy jive has been functioning for many

Blﬁh.

ded trom the cooperatives, we . which \

: s m Ahia i isola 1aSe: i

their readmission but we must ‘I‘ﬁt demw s This 1S qnly an isolated case; in the

possibility that we may have to b ,‘iresea '%evastated regions thctr'e M? others, more
D : : ui el _the cooperatives of r 5

rative like that in Roubaix after d“%pg_ ¥ umerous, the c00p econstruction,

P Thes¢ cooperatives of reconstruction, the
E esmblishment of which we have not been able
k. preveﬂ'ﬂa have awalkened the idea of guilds.
uilds are defended by the Ustica
ives i are other fo b (i the technicians of industry, com-
of cooperatives; especially the agriaufl?; 3 (Ur;;%“ (;fnd agriculture). The revolgt’ionoal?y
cooperatives. I am not speaking of the o g'lgderation B uildine Workersisinas o

2 T I ’
of agricultural workers who, aftep ", the creation of such guilds. It is time that

; : having Lof
all possible means of conciliation Ving {g

This will suffice for the consumep ., #
ratives. They have been sufficiengly gt g
with in the report. There af (ri

wage workers, like the industrial WO;k e ommunist Party study this problem and
I am referring to the unions of small yeyeiglisaf flie Comintern cxpress its view of these

and tenant farmers who sometimes gy
with the sm#il land owners. 1

Should we oppose the formation of fat
unions? Should we not regard the small
owner as fulfiling a double economic funfi$
that of employer and employee? Should o
not rather {ry to bring them into
unions which are really buying and s
couperatives. 4

This is necessary, not because the cops

ids and their possible result in France
and other places.

From this cooperative of reconstruction it
is only a short step to the formation of co-
operatives of maintenance (for maintaining
houses in good repair), uniting all the small
roprietors. Thanks to the law on cheap
houses, many workers have become small
proprietors; we must win them over to our
side if they are not to become our enemies.

ratives will help to socialize the land=#8Sn fact, all the workers are interested in the
one believes that—but vut of our cooperai@shousing problem which is becoming more and

with them may be born in the individuss
mind of the peasant the idea of a new SOt
to replace the individualism of the press

& more acute in France. Tenants’ Leagues are
very popular. This is a field of activity which
we must not leave to our enemies. We must

system. : propug;xle the socialization of houses we
This is a method of elucation which ¥ must find a formula to prevent a conflict bet-
familiarize the pessints with the ides W&=ween tenant workers and those who possess

b small houses. We must show to these small
- proprietors that capitalism will have no pity
With ”10“\3 and that these cooperatives of
, ’re(‘:onstmc!]m,, when they become cooperati-
which little or nothing has «lm-n‘smd. ‘;03 of maintenance, will be ecasily exploited
next Congress should take up this pr?i' m}'tthc bourgeoisie in the name of the inte-
which is at once delicate and dungtu‘ : SSYO[ these small proprietors who are almost
[ am far from defending these pro i t‘\_O‘rkers. .
cooperatives, we must tell them ‘llmi‘(‘r mllnh]; self evident that the first task of Com-
absurd to believe that a pusiness wn‘l‘ 'Nu{c 1.311 every country and especially in
act otherwise than as capitalists u“dbsrolre = angd (2 ' .t° purify our proletarian ideology
pitalist system. But one does not“ Which h%i\‘) tf) the pl,‘(‘)](_‘,till'iilt the importance
problem by shutting one’s eyes “,’ 4 o m‘utrf)}"gh to it. This task requires also
Our comrades of the North hay Sorve t‘ho 4 I/.a;t,um' of elements wlucl} may
hed this idea of producers coopert i (“‘\I'liusu of the counter-revolution.
have goné further; they have ial gl ol I wanted to add a few pra-
bty of ereating @ collective BAECERa bservations to the report of comrade
possibility of ('l}(m“h\\j:mltl place {heir s: ‘N Steherialeo . | ropoat after him that we
s A A AT~ / g N . A ’)
i“nls,i(l:(:d“(l)(l [\)\l(l)i,l(i\l(]:;b them in the l"mic’ s rir(lgg nto the cooperatives our Commus
italists or {i-proletarial bl Tty y Our militant ardor, our revolutio-
p“‘,‘}.i"\‘t\‘ (”l-,l.hlni ‘]l‘n()(is-.\ b projoc X Hon'i.q“es and our revolutionary faifh.
e e 1/;(1‘.,'“;“ \;’()l'kUl'S have ST ll‘”: Cf)ll'll'n(l(\s, at the cooperative con:
great danger. Tho WOTZE L qiges. Congy 10ld in Moseow prior to the Fourth
m@“ 2 ““_"?U- ,PT(’ql\‘?::ill:rb::mi;| calle ,"\ m%nﬁfi of the Communist Intornational we
(éf::;% L‘:)‘ll;(}mlrt;:s“it is o pr(,ducors : Bly agreod that we would not enter

Communism means the restitution 0 &
one that whith belongs to him, under &
Jectivist regime. i

There are also producers (:unpcruh\cs -:

=
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dowed with the qualities necessary for

into discussions about the matter during
; ﬁ;gfoef, ‘for we were well aware (Seeing
intc)rest; dc&maumst comrades are not much
e ¢ co-operative movement) that
exe would be considerable likelihood of our
ha\(r)mg to talk to empty benches.
upm{ i%lérs?a (:ze gﬁtngitn(é(éng{at'ula,te ourselves
Inu‘sx; not ignm"e it. Toie
e also thought that it would be b ;
not to trouble the Congress with the mg.::z:
of prqduc_tive cooperatives. The problem is .av :
very intricate one. Moreover, we were almost
unanimous in the view that, under capitalism,
productive cooperatives engross the workers
who belong fo them to so absorbing an ex- '
tent that they are quite lost as regards pos-
51b1}1ties of revolutionary action.

There are three main requisites for the
successful development of a productive co-
operation:

1. Adequate capital;

2. thoroughly skilled workers and mana-
gers;

3. a ready market for the products.

Very rarely can these three requisites be
fulfilled in the case of a productive coopera-
tive organised by the workers under capi-
talism.

Speaking generally, the first lack is capi-
tal. The productive cooperatives have there-
fore to be subsidised or to borrow from ca-
pitalists, and are subject to the domivion of
the bourgeois rulers who have subsidised the
cooperative; or to that of the capitalists who,
when the management proves unsatisfactory,
will become to owners of the concern. )

The way in which a productive cooperative
is organised is a vital matter, in the capi-
talist regime. So likely is the constitufion of
such bodies to be defective that there are
strong reasons against communists attempting
to organise enterprises of this kind. e

Another common defect is a lack of dire-
ctive ability. The mere fact that communists
have formed productive cooperative societies
does not necessarily imply that they are en-

cessful management. 3

Finally, as regards having a ready
this is far from being assured in the.
talist rogime, for the cooperatives are
to bo vietims of crises of over-produe
under production arising from caus
beyend their control. In fact, produ
operatives can only be suceessful by
{hemselves unreservedly to the
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rises, the communists who the trade unions had not heep f ; : 4
them are totally lost to the re- the defence of the workers iy 0&" it The O ] X ; operatives, and who still i :
e : struggle, but only to serve as nyg 1® dag§ guetion have beenBt'._ltfjsle founded by inde-  societics e il ;d retmam in these
“the present epoch, when we are faced formation of productive societies, % fo“hs;ji ndent craftsmen.‘ i llSl experience in this  Gide’s theory. It is the i (;,n ddefenders <

jous crises I would ask The first productive co- : b ect has been precisely the same as French. itical ali y_Who, demantled “pos

- gver more Serious Crises ¢ CO-operatives vy ; Beatrica Webb, in her work L neutrality, and who wish to Iull th
‘communist comrades to think twice be- unded Dbetween 1540 and 1848, t‘;']re b b comr&Gé3 : i Y\Iovome‘r\x? 2 working elass to sleep. 5
e attempting to fou_nd < _prodgctwe coo'pe- t.er Yo thank§ i zy.provisi'on.a.l gO\'er:nL&L e h(:)\v I;he productive co-operati\'oslﬁ L di quoques! A moment

‘The position is quite different from tal subsidy, productive societics So & chowll 1l one after ancther into the | ago you were saying that the Party ha
at it was in former days when the capi- all over France. Throughout ths durat?:" | Britain fitalisfs( o (-(‘»,1}11)1('1’l‘1')' dm‘f Omnc(lls nothing to look for from the co-oj}r)era%
Jlist regime seemed a stable affair. To-day the Second, or rather, from 1840 ¢ lrél.of of the ¢ It)mil 2 e di\'ﬂhmionmén{ P1 ﬂ‘rf} > tives, and that you did not espouse the
~ » communist must be careful not to engage the Proudhonist system, known as ‘<mut:1?’ ]gav;(n%saan(d e Wi or the idea of Gide, and that you did not see
in anything which might damp his enthusi- lism» continued to floursh. Many thougyg§ “O(r)u?. P nist ComTades il e how the co-operatives could supply mu-

sm, which might bhamper his freedom for of societies were formed during this pirigh b hypwisely if they enter this path without %.lmons o the. Party. Let us come to
propaganda and for communit activities. but almost all of them have perished, Tyl },‘Emg ouided by experience. I an understanding about this.
ust now guilds were mentioned. I think sole survivors are like those which dafe i@t [ wish to speak nct only of productive old I‘;'n-”et: I say that the comrades in the
 desirable to point out that the ouilds are 1848—the Spectacle Makers Union is one ¢ff co_ope;ati\‘es but also of the social role of ;)é-.q arty considered that tnere wa-FAEECE
simply productive societies, differing from the worst of capitalist societies. E: co_opcration,’Lauridan (accepting Jules Gue- hev'o}?ﬂ lf]r joiing - the co-operatives, not
& oy 1o G, thas dheir nules and con Here then, we have a strong reasgfes’ thecry) said that the cnly “social value thc(P?e't mtyl BLie Lt VeI O
stitution do’not provide for the distribution against productive co-operatives. B of the co-operatives dependend upon their  forbi lg‘ yt(' PRLREE L
jrofits among the shareholders, and that At a later date, after a workers® congreg® peing able to provide ‘a certain dezree of to w(t ‘?“t o subsidise the Party), but simply
n the trade unions are drawn into their held in 1879, a central orzanisation of gl eallective social education, or ll})nl; their '1:1't)1710a]lll]t(l) - c(])."S‘)"-.Z)Jlrld K0
bit. In these circumstances, the disadvan- ductive co-operatives was founded in Fran@®heing able to help the party or to assist tual in the]ePg(?tIEM 5“;"10]1 wehich IS R
ges 1 have just shown to attach in the case It is called the Consultative Chamber #f¥he revolutionary movement. [ differ, for day after da (I-xt)’a a\l\l 1 ?be‘agledto g
productive societics composed of individual Workers’ Productive Associations, and repe#8] hold that co-operation can exercise an On' il 0‘“51'(; e edﬁ:ingst]e t{l-b]e- i
,‘mm;niists, are greatly multiplied in the sents about 150 socicties. It would ne@®Simmense revolutionary force. I am  not tha general treasén ’thosen\:',ho“\ave‘;(:""inattl‘fF
case of the guilds by f‘,he fact these tend to ha'\'e survived \\M'u ut a State ;u“*idy alf myself a _co-cperator; [ have not espoused c¢o ol;emli\'es found ’them very useful. Thee g
involve the trade unions (even the most without the special favours it has beal fhe theoris of Charles Gide, who, in a had a chance of getting hold of all the lea.): :
evolutionary) in the reformist pathway. The granted by some of the municipalities. = Splendid dream, thought that all the capita- ding posts in these organisations. They felt
guilds tend to make their members believe The facts are decisive. It is needlesSig !!sts':md all the workers might be grouped that co-operation could supply considerable
- that something durable, something serious, discuss the matter further. This f*«‘l"‘“"-“‘" "‘dlﬁtl‘ibuh\‘v co-operatives. By degrees he  subsidies. Under the cloakof political neutra-
- something useful, can be achieved in the of 70 years is not peculiar to France. & i toneeived, with the aid of the capital accu- lity, they quietly made use of the subsidies
pitalist regime. Jritain, likewise, where the .\:yswm'ol Bf 1 nulated by these socicties, the world would given by the co-operatives, and even by =
. Owen was based upon the organisation b transformed: the antagonism which issues —communist co-operatives to carry on the o
productive cooperatives, these lullv'r.“ L0m the cconomic  contradictions between  policy of the dissentients, the social-demacrats,
proved an utter failure. The system “l-m;m E ?04“011011 and consumption would disappear; the reactionaries! In France the national
is proposed to revive to-day, the §¥ i tohhm’ a communist society would come federation to wlich the co-operators pay a&
advocated by our comrade of the { ?"c,"s_ 1 A f,x's“‘“(‘.“- subscription of 336,000 francs, has a news-
based upon precisely the same |)rlllflP 4 ino dream, but only a dream! paper with a circulation of 150.000. These:
Upon theoretical grounds which seem A0 Sum up, the bourgeoisie has adopted copies are paid for by the co-operative soci-

nly prosperous co-operatives of pro-

Laurodan: Why did you not say
that in your report? If that was your
~opinion, you ought to have expressed
(it. That is what was asked of you.

nriet: We said in the report that we

t warn {he comrades against productive

calling themselves guilds. We did ¢ adequate our comrades, oré ‘l”)‘l“gu.’ LS theory hocause carcful study makes it eties, which are reformist neutral, absolutely
SS-'the matter for the reasons I have rovive the scheme in the name of cerEgE I:rfccuy plain that co-operation (having to reactionary, though the communists have to
/_la,lrned. Tatn ¢:ullczl {h05: Gormany: " X eez 'Cﬂpilulixl, competition) cannot possibly  foot the bill. Thus it comes to pass that a

~ Lauridan: The danger exists. You But what they never say i {hat tltcu“” ‘0‘0 the rosults looked for by Charles reactionary policy is carried on by indirect
¢ like an ostrich, You put your head ductive societies organised in Germany et Inasmuch as thoe theory has none the means, by taking advantage of the general
S e 11 they have o e deluded {he working class for half a condition of the co-operative movement, and

ler your wing. the form of guilds, though

et: Lauridan is quite right. There some service to the German petty o
hanks to ¢!

even by taking advantage of Jules Guesde’s

pourge? Y or More, the adv \ s been on :
il , {he advantage has o which we belong,

0 e R
Cipitalist side. Our ox comrades, the jdeas. In the societies t

rreat danger for him, but there is no bave done so solely t ITINAS TN S s in t
danger %or communiét cooperators. circumstances—the outcome ot the s;x:p ki m:o\?'f the Co-oporative Alliance, V!)‘ﬂve t{m same question 18 mooted in the s
enty years the working class has of building operations for cight ;(flh "l 4 l\:(d the dream of Charles Gide. \\a‘yv. o all agroed in the co-opers
to emancipate itself from capi- essential to find a means DY “i:l,e‘a r - 5 ;\uh(‘“ t'"‘v I'rench Sgcmllst Pﬂ;lr"lty cietic‘i‘ arThé creieral meetngs  are

ethods have been fried, and tions could be promplly !)mc‘{,ly nor ishoq l'pm'”"" Gooparatiys e perfectly harmonious, but we are th

that of Proudbon, and that of excess of population. But €It B o fow rovolutionary EUCEEER s, to pay div
G e s tiiAna. pobirn S Charles Gide’s (heory which was propaganda purposes, LpAyeL
ndeavoured to induce the wor- nearly normal conditions ¢ wrn, tog the g((’:ia(|li:il,(,l§a:'!l§('O(Il‘}d“‘lll(l)lf; litself PromE ot social solidarity, ©

aoured to induce ol o0n el - gami] 3 i '
productive societies. Down famed profits earned by ih ofits fll IUCh gt 0 holoss  communist propaganda and  th
king class congresses in - will fall exactly as capitalist PTE i R e | mattan SRS ables us to develop communist
clas footed DY 0 ingor. plenty of indivi ‘ual comrades who fgmout quitting the economi ﬁem,

A i ill be affecte AR ‘stribuli
S Vtil;xelegnga};if’ 2%&;)5&&33. b “1eSted i joming the distributive ¢0-
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one side of the question.
ly object were to get subsidies for
‘the reason would be inadequate,
operation has its dangers. A general
g. after beiog served for communist
aganda, might very well serve for refo-
st propaganda.
aurdan:—It is our
e co-operatives. G
Henriet: Co-operation for me is only
another form of social action. Under capita-
m, co-operation can never be what I have
st been cutlining. But when we have to do
ith a country like Russia, for instance,
‘where the proletariat, has political power in
< hands, where the dictatorship of the pro-
ariat is a fact, the matteris quite different.
If the aim of revolution is socialisation,
“this does not mean that everything which
has been socialised is en expression of com-
munism. There are many things which remain
individual and cannot be socialised. It is
 easy to speak of socialisation when we are
“dealing with big estates, or great factories
where the workers are already organised,
where there exists a special capacity for ta-
 king over managerial functions, and when
the workers’ councils already exist. But the
‘trade unions are incapable of socialising
~ small undertakings, agricultural work, petty
erafts, trade, or exchange. Here is our dif-
ficulty. In the Republic to day we have had
3 bitter experience because we have never
taken much notice of co-operation hitherto.
It was looked upon as useless and. even
capable of preventing the revolution. I have
of en heard socialists cife Basle as an
example. They declare that in Basle, a town
shere co-operation is more developed than
nywhere else/in the world, gosds are sold
cheaply in the co-operatives that the wor-
g class standard of living has been shame-
ly lowered, because the employers have
de this an excuse for paying low wages,
no aftention was paid to the workers’
for better wages. The iron law kept
ges at a subsistance level. The Rus-
communists, having neglected the co-ope-
saw these organisations sabotaged by
%xsh viks who had the upper hand in
3 At that time the co-operati-
hree fourths of the provisions

duty to work in

an instrument of distribution—

ed responsibility in

the matter of provisioning the
result of this earlier neglect is
to-day in N.E.P. This policy
been unnecessary if the Bolshevikg
stood the part that co-operation
in social orgamisation. Of course,
tion is not a final form, it is noyp;
provisional form. Co-operation my
capital, but it is not the servant
Co-operatiom is essentially democratie: v
who is interested in co-operation Car’1 hMOne
voice in the management, no mattey howema
tle or how much .L'il[))lt»‘dl the paticular (:Q.ope.I 3
rators have put in the concern. Consequﬂ]{ .
ly, trgm & social point of view, C0-0peratiyy
is of inestimable value, especially if insteg]
of distributing the profits all round (s
done in certain socicties), these profits
devoted to the creatiom of indivisable colla
tive capital. Would we not by such an ing:
rect method achieve a system of socialig
tion.

Cachin: You are falling into the reasy$
ning of Charles Gide

Henriet: I could accept that criticism i
I were meaning a capitolist regime. Unde &
capitalism, co-operation cannot develop pi
perly owing to competition. In Italy, fr
instance, the [ascists have burned & 2
co-operatives. But in a State such as Russ?,v
where we have the dictatorship of the prEsg
tariat, co operation is the only way 10 avt
the inconveniences which the old regime b
Jeft behind and which hinder the organs £
tion of the dictatorship of the |)|'«ult*t:1rl{\l-

There are no other methods. The .100 ug
120 millions of Russian peasants will n

: i
be coerced into organising {hemselves lc
brought to ths

Cou 9

tonh\;y' T §
Mgt o
llﬂ;d U
could g, &
C0-0pgy
0g - fy
ey useto{
Of capiy

o)
i
4

= < &

3 deedy wh
:él[]()ed the

:, repfo

- communists

: viet Government is not mistaken,
hat the ,Soen the Soviet Government intro-
N.E.P. it re-organised the co-ope-
¢ consumption and of production so

At the fundamental contradiction between
mdduction and consumption which is charac-
Pro.sm of capitalist society, should not he
terl duced by @ competition between these
two kinds of co-operatives.

What did the Soylct ({()\'ernmcnt do in
order to achieve tlng end? [t provided the
necessary funds and. it placed at the dispo-
qal of the co-operatives all thgt could help
in their development. At the first session of
our Congress, the secretary of the Moscow
Soviet told us he was delighted to find some
who were interested in the

uwestion of co-operation. He declared that if
St had been possible to organise co-operation
in such a way that it had been in the hands
of the communists, the new economic policy

ratives 0

| might not have been necessary.

4s Lenin said: we have to pass though a
period of transition.

The dictatorship of the proletariat does
not suffice to change the world into & com-
munist world. At the outset of the revolution
we had so many things to attend to and to
destroy in order not to be destroyed oursel-
ves, that there was no time to consider the
period of transition. But if you (have enough
intelligence to utilise the means that are re-
ady in your hands, vou may avoid the blun-

_ ders which we have made—and you may be

wble to organise communism. You may be

4 &‘hlc’ under the dictatorship of the proleta-

A, to organise production on the grand
Stle and place co-operation as the founda-

ctively. They must rlw pres st 1 21‘1)3 of your economic system, even though
31 ans ¢ ree. 18 € . UCh o operati io {ill have its roots

Otl“.’l Jleans ”J“‘_ ¢ \thods. Proudbon (g i oy .'.l(;’"‘"““‘”{ I{\I?lxl :xml have its roots

achieved by indirect methods. i cours R o pitalist and individualist outlooks.

Ul e dliton, tromw I'.”m sodd ‘.” Y\Iur'\' i = 0 ,"b. 15 what is meant by communist co-

his controversy with Marx: »* sho M8 Peration,

only of the Revolution®. l"'(.)m“mn’xnriS, e (Applause)

resented the petty industries OF o o ] :

: oV il foretold by Marx © b 11“_‘ Chairman: Since no other speaker has
that the revolution loreto / costpPPR o0t in hig o |
achieved by the world proletariat P'E ol ey 1S name, I call upon comrade Khint-

G R e 1y £ 0 view of ol
sed that the proletariab shoul zlxs tho W E the d“hllto 0w of the agreement, to conclude
into existence on a large St ('f “; ol g hin(" '
come of the establishment O L (1S i auriq ¢huk. This argument between

did not & 0 and Henriot has nothing to do with

industrial system-——which
exist in Paris. oS

That was why Proudhon’s fll”ffﬁ:g:l
ries led him to believe that Sj""‘; of it
be brought ahout by c()()[)cl'tbyl:{(l’l" ander
tion, But though Proudbon, Livng “gyol 8
pitalist regime, was mistaken,

10 Quosti ;
0. So far they have not spoken to
€ Quostion. v they have not spok

O, : ;
mm“‘de Lauridan was wrong in reproa-
US with haying forgotten the produ:

Otion in tho resolution because it has
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8 ¢o. ;
Ly Operatives. We hayve nof mentioned

IC‘JOt yet been studied. We spoke of it at th
w(éng@éﬁﬂgfd of Communist Co-operators, and
s hp il'a’ r’ﬁolutlon which states in pa-
Rk é)rcdit (7 l:‘ p‘roduc.ers co-operatives
i b associations, which are nearly al-
¢ ganizations of the petty bourgevisie,
&IG‘HOF capable of leading a struggle against
ggl’(“tg;;!_flz and for this reason are doomed
Gt cohxrm})"xm:‘ to become capitalist joint
X mfpill?_(,& I will read you only part
T solution, and you will see from it
ab are acquainted with the subject.

If we have not mentioned the subject in
tlje 1zesolut10n' presented here, it is because
we did not wish to speak at this Congress
on & question which has been insufficiently
studied.
~We shall postpone this question to the
V International Congress to which we shall
})}-escq‘c a Special vesolution. Henriel was not
right in saying that we now have the ,NEP*
b‘ouauao' we did not have co-operation befire.
'lho. object of ,NEP“ is to construet State
capitalism, and the co-operatives cannot aid
in this.

[efviel is right when he says that, with
communist co-operatives well developed befo-
rehand, the task of the revolution will be
easier: but ,NEP“ does not enter into this
question.

Lauridan observed that we must preserve
the unity of the co-operative movement. He is
quite right on this point. We are in favor of
that unity and haye mentioned it ‘in the re-
solutions of the IIl Congress. We did not
repeat these matters at the IV Congress be-
cause one does mnot wish to say the same
thing over and over again.

Al any rate, at present in Russia we are
doing all we can to make the Co-operative
Alliance international in scope, and to extend
it so as to cover Bulgaria where it has not
as yet entered. We are with you in the idea
{hat communists should stay in the co opera-
tives, that we must capture the co-operative
societios just as we captured the labor unions.
We have no right to abandon the power of
the co-operative to our enemies. To try _a.ud
ostablish a separate co-operative movement
in Egypt for example would never succeed
we must capture them as a whole._

The importance of the co-operative mo
ment is not yet thoroughly realized b
munists. It is nevertheless an extremely p
ful and useful instrument. We saw in
when the Soviet Government was: obl
undertake the distribution of comms
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