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4. The final decision on the programme shall be taken at the next congress. 

THE FOURTH ENLARGED PLENUM OF THE ECCI 

[The enlarged Executive met for one day (12 June 1924) before the fifth Comintern 
congress opened, and for two days after it had ended, on 12 and 13 July. On 12 July 
the Executive dealt with the work referred to it by the congress. Manuilsky reported 
for the Italian commission. MacManus reported that the Japanese commission had 
been unable to work 'owing to a number of incidents', and the Japanese question was 
referred to the presidium; the resolution submitted on behalf of the Bulgarian 
commission was adopted unanimously, but does not appear to have been published. 
The resolution on Poland, adopted unanimously, confirmed the charge of right-wing 
deviations among the Polish communist leaders as shown in their attitude to the 
Russian opposition, to the disputes in the KPD, and to internal Polish affairs; they 
had systematically obstructed the Polish minority which truly reflected Comintern 
policy. An extraordinary conference of the Polish party was to be called to correct 
the line and choose a new central committee. In the meantime the Executive was to 
appoint a committee of five to take charge. The resolution on the question of the 
intellectuals was referred to the Executive. 

The report of the Swedish commission was given by Thaelmann. Hoglund held 
the ECCI responsible for the split in the Norwegian party and resigned from that 
body, but in December 1923, after a conference between representatives of the ECCI 
and the Swedish party, he withdrew his resignation. The plenum adopted the 
resolution of the Swedish commission against the two votes of Hoglund and his 
followers, who described it as a catastrophe. Hoglund, contrary to Comintern 
statutes, had called a congress of the Swedish party without consulting the ECCI. 
Asked if he would co-operate in its executive, Hoglund said that if the Swedish 
central committee thought it possible to continue on the lines of the resolution he 
would co-operate. The resolution amounted to a vote of no confidence in the 
Swedish party leaders; Samuelson, for the Swedish minority, and Bukharin said that 
the central committee majority had always been anti-Comintern. Zinoviev suggested 
that, to avoid humiliating Hoglund, the discussion and the resolution need not be 
published, but only circularized to the parties, if they were assured that the decision 
would be carried out. They did not wish to change the composition of the central 
committee, but to send an ECCI representative to see that Comintern decisions were 
carried out. The resolution was published. An ECCI resolution of 11 August 1924 
'warned Hoglund for the last time'. He had referred to the resolutions of the fifth 
congress as a 'Jesuit comedy'. At the end of August he and his followers were 
condemned by the ECCI as 'renegades and enemies of communism'. Although he 
carried with him a majority of the Swedish central committee (the opposing faction 
was led by Kilbom and Samuelson) Hoglund took only a minority of the party with 
him when the split came. 

The plenum approved the formation in January 1924 of the Scandinavian 
communist federation, consisting of the Norwegian, Swedish, Danish, and Finnish 
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communist parties, with headquarters in Oslo. It was agreed to set up a standing 
Negro commission, with representatives of the British, French, and Belgian parties, 
to organize propaganda among Negroes.] 

EXTRACTS FROM AN ECCI MANIFESTO ON THE DAWES REPORT 
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[On 1 May 1924 the ECCI called a conference in Berlin of representatives of the 
German, French, Belgian, and Italian parties (the British were invited but did not 
attend) to discuss the Dawes report and draw up a provisional programme of action 
to fight the 'second and more cynical Versailles'. The conference issued an appeal to 
the European proletariat to oppose the report, which meant the colonization of 
Germany and the enslavement of its working class. On 24 June 1924 a conference 
was held in Cologne of representatives of the French and German communist 
parties and revolutionary unions; the Dawes plan, said the resolution adopted at the 
conference, was a scheme to organize world capitalism for the fight against the 
proletariat and against Russia; German capitalists would act as the slave-drivers. It 
was agreed that the communist parliamentary fractions in both countries would 
oppose the report. 

On 9 October 1924, after the adoption of the Dawes report, communist deputies 
from France, Germany, Britain, Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, Italy, and 
Czechoslovakia met in Cologne to co-ordinate action; the resolution adopted, which 
dealt with hours, wages, unemployment, etc., described the plan as an attack on 
working-class standards. A manifesto issued by the Comintern said that this attack 
could be met effectively only if the trade union movement were united; it was 
therefore essential to clear the reformist splitters out of the unions.] 

TO THE PROLETARIANS OF ALL COUNTRIES 

After four years of war and six years of fruitless conferences on the division of 
the spoils, the victorious imperialist robbers are planning to squeeze out of the 
German proletariat the profits of their robbery. American capital is once again 
joining the old European robber band. . .. After four years of a fruitless reparations 
war, America, the most frightful and furious of the belligerents, is again entering the 
European scene. Once again the working millions are to be mowed down by the 
tanks of hunger and the poison gas of pacifist illusions. This is the 'new method' of 
reparations policy. 

The old fascist war method, which culminated in the occupation of the Ruhr as a 
solution of the reparations problem and as a means of strengthening capitalism, did 
not stand the test. It frightened the invader with the spectre of communism in 
Germany, brought down the franc, furthered the decline of world capitalism and the 
destruction of the European market, and so brought about an economic and to some 
extent even a political crisis in America. 


