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[ The following speech was de-
| livered by Comrade John Pepper
| at the Sixth World Congress of
| the Communist International. It
| analyzes the position of American
| capitalism and the nature of the
sharpening class struggle in the
United States.
¥ L *

Comrades: the American com-
i rades who spoke here took a some-
what critical attitude towards the
| thesis of Comrade Bukharin, I have
! to state that these comrades spoke
only in their own name. In the name
of the American delegation I am
authorized to state that the Amer-
ican delegation fully agrees with
the thesis of Comrade Bukharin. |
Small wonder that these comrades ]
|criticized the thesis( of Comrade|
Bukharin—they had a very good
reason to do that. They have an es-
timation of the present world posi-|
tion of American imperialism which |
differs fundamentally from the es-|
timation given by Comrade Buk-
harin.

It is necess'ary to mention here
that ot the same day the thesis of
Bukharin was distributed another
document was distributed in the
Anglo-American Secretariat of the
Comintern called “The Right Dan-|
ger in the American Party,” signed
by Comrades Bittelman, Foster, Can-
non, ete. This document is not with-
out significance for the discussion of
the Vith World Congress on the in-
ternational situation because it con-|
tains a basically different analysis|
of American imperialism and its|
role in the general world situation
from that expressed by Comrade
Bukharin in his speech and thesis.|

Outstanding Features.

The outstanding features of the
thesis are the following: P 1
| 1. The continuing ascendancy of‘
| American imperialism.

{ 2. The shifting of the economic |
| centre of gravity from Europe to |
| America. y

3. The growing expansion and
| aggressiveness of American imperi-
| alism, the growing disproportion be-
|tween the economic growth and
| power of American imperialism and
its lack of colonies and its “insuf-
| ficient” military preparedness.
| 4. The export of American capi-
| tal was and is the basis for Eur-
| opean stabilization of capitalism.

5. The very technical progress
and increase of forces of production
serve to increase the inner contra-
dictions and outer conflicts of Amer- |
ican imperialism, to sharpen the|
class struggle and the resistance of
the working class.

This is the line of Bukharin’s
thesis regarding the world role of
American imperialism.

The line of the document of the
| American comrades is a basically,
different line from that expressed
"in the thesis of Comrade Bukharin.

rightness of these
will show that American capitalism |
is about to reach the apex of
growth.” {

The document says that it is an|
erroneous conception for American
Party is erroneous because it is|

® based on the growth of American

imperialism instead of emphasizing |
the diminishing reserve powers of |
the same: |

“This follows from a correct|
| analysis of the diminishing reserve!
| powers of American capitalism.” |

1-|  The document asserts that the|

J
n

. American Party has

“a different |

| coneeption of the position and pres- |
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it still has huge reserve powers. At/
{ the same time we have to emphasize |
| that American imperialism has its
!limitations. that it is necessary to
| analyze these factors which make up
for the eventual downfall of Ameri-

| can imperialism. What are these

Movement in United States

“The main emphasis upon the
tendencies making for the growth
and power of American capitalism.”

The document says that it is an
erroneous conception for the Amer-|

these partial crises is the very tech- |
nical progress and particularly the
shifting of the centre of gravity of |
these industries to the south where |
cheaper water power and cheaper|

limitations? .

1. The aggressive imperialist poli¢
cies of the United States are creat-
ing many complications in world

' dubs the estimation of the American

| conception.” | grow.

| politics and it is inevitable that these
| complications will reflect themselves

Imperialist Resources. | in the internal situation as well. The
American imperialism still has gi- | very ?ggressiveness of American im-

< i ibiliti | iali lls for a growing resis-
Party “a dangerously opportunist gantic resources and possibilities to | perialism ca ;

4 - bl 72 4 * Facts show that the present tance on the part of the other im-
| economic depression is characterized?iel'lﬂ]}St powers and of the Latin-
j : .+ | by the following tendencies: | American countries against U. S.|
ly that t deep- dif- o {5 ialt s iali
fzrén:e b::\:i e:f &e e:spti;‘r?;:i%n Iof‘ 1. Trustification is asserting itself imperialism.  The imperialist ag-|
the thesis and the “document” of With irresistable power. Consolida- | gressiveness of the U. S. makes!

ican Party to lay the main emphasis| labor power can be obtained.
upon the tendencies making for the|
growth of American capitalism andl

These quotations prove sufficient-

| some American comrades. Comrade | tions of railways, big combines and | necessary the building up of an ex-|

Stalin just a few days ago in Lenin- | mergers in all industries are the tensiye navy ar?q army Whi.ch means |
grad contrasted the ascending star|order of the day. The special feature 8rowing ln§tﬂbll}ty, Increasing taxa-
of American imperialism to the set-| of the present situation is that not| tion, growing discontent of various |
ting star of British imperialism, and only individual corporations merge | strata of the population and growing
characterized America as the coun-|into trusts but trusts are already resistance of the masses against im-

try of the gigantic growth of capiw‘merging into veritable super-trusts.’PeTiaHSt aggressiveness.

talism. It is unquestionably one of
the thesis and the “document”
Comrade Bukharin’s thesis that the

| whole world situation as regards im-

perialist powers revolves around the
world hegemonyt of American im-
perialism. The world hegemony of

| American capitalism is today the

axis of all capitalist relations in the
world. An oversight of that amounts
to political blindness. Not to empha-
size that implies a basically differ-
ent line.

Important Antagonisms.

Those comrades who maintain
that American imperialism is al-
ready in its general decline, are
afraid that if we analyze facts as
they are and estimate realities as
realities, if we state that there are
still possibilities of growth of
American capitalism—then we deny
possibilities of increased outer and
inner conflicts for American im-
perialism. This conception is grave-
ly erroneous. Quite the contrary is
the correct position. The very fact
that American imperialism is grow-
ing, that its economic power is in-
creasing with such unheard of speed
is the basis of most important an-
tagonisms within the capitalist
world. Not the “diminishing reserve
powers,” but the economic world
hegemony of American imperialism
is the basis of its conflicts
with British imperialism. The dis-
proportion between the growing eco-
nomic power of American imperial-
ism on the one hand and the lac
of colonial possessions, the lack as

| compared with the colonial empire

of Great Britain and with the pow-
erful British navy or the huge
French Army is the real source of

'present-day imperialist conflicts.

The statement that the reserve

powers of American imperialism are |
I cite first the follwoing sentence: |already diminishing is not borne out‘[

“An analysis of the degree of by the facts. How can one say that
contradictions | the reserves of American capitalism

are already exhausted knowing the
fact that just recently a large sec-
tion of the American continent, the
so-called solid South is being indus-
trialized? America still has huge
agrarian territories which in the
first time in her history are becom-
ing centres of highly centralized
modern industry. The agricultural
crisis is one of the sore spots in
American capitalist economy. The
source of the agricultural crisis is
the growth of industry, trustifica-
tion, the speedy progress of tech-
nique. Another sore spot in Ameri-

e | ent phase of Am~vican capitalism,”| can capitalism is the crisis in the

|and it defines this conception as
wllows:

coal and textile industries. But

| 2. A process of centralization sim- |

{on in the field of distribution. We
| failed so far to give a thorough
analysis of this entirely new preccess
| of trustification of distribution. For
| the first time in the history of the
| capitalist world are we facing the
| phenomenon of trustification of dis-
| tribution which creates a powerful
| material basis for socialism in future |
America.

How is it possible for these Amer-
| ican comrades to have such a wrong
Econception of the estimation of
| American imperialism?
| 1. These comrades confuse the
present depression which is a tem-
porary phenomenon with the basic
|and general decline of American im-
| perialism. They overlook the fact

| that the very rapid growth of Amer-
|ican imperialism is responsible for
| the growing antagonism between
America and other imperialist coun-
tries. They do not understand one
of the most important thoughts of
| the thesis of Comrade Bukharin, ac-
' cording to which the main feature of
| the present situation is the growing
| inner and outer conflicts of imperial-
ism based on the technical recon-
! struction and growth of capitalism.
This is the special feature of the
| present situation in contra-distinc-
| tion to the post-war crisis. Ameri-
can capitalism never needed any
| stabilization because it never suf-
| fered from a post-war crisis in the
| same sense as European capitalism.
| 8. The third source of the errone-
| ous conception is the mistaking of a
| special acute decline of American
|imperialism for those elements of
| decline which are present in the im-
| perialist development of all capital-
ist countries, such as the export of
capital, the growth of parasitic ele-
| ments, a rentier class, etc. The pres-
ence of these elements in not equi-
‘valent to an absolute decline of
American imperialism, but it means
the growth of contradictions in
America capitalism.

4. Another source of the misunder-
standing is the erroneous interpreta-
tion of Lenin’s definition according
to which imperialism is generally
the period of decline of capitalism.
But Lenin never said that the period
of imperialism excludes the growth
of capitalism or the rapid growth
of capitalism in individual countries.

Imperialist Limitations.

Summing up: American capitalism
]still has possibilities to grow, it did

; Wut&k at the T:ilouth of the
th%h. 'Fjord last Thursdav.

| agaiv facts prove tha the hasis for vot reach the apex of

2. The very technical progress of |

of ilar to that in production is going} industries calls for partial crisis |

which stir up broad strata of work- |
ers. The industrialization of the
south spells unemployment, wage}
cuts, insecurity of living for hun-|
dreds and thousands of workers in |
New England. The crisis in the min- |
ing industry serves as the basis for
a fomentation among the huge mas- |
ses of coalminers. The technical|
progress in agriculture, the very
fact that in 1925 there were 200,000
and in 1927 already 700,000 tractors |
in use makes hundreds of thousands
of farmers “superfluous” and cre-
ates a critical situation for large
sections of the farming population
of America. |

3. The centralization and bureau-
cratization of the U. S. government
is making headway all the time. The |
government is in a growing degree |
becoming merged with the apparatus |
of the trusts. ‘

4. The inter-dependence hetween
American capitalism and world cap- |
italism manifests itself in a grow-
ing degree. The decay of European
capitalism must affect the fate of
American imperialism also. ‘

5. America does not enjoy the
same monopolistic situation as Great
Britain did for decades. America

3

has to face other powerful imperial- |

ist countries to compete with and|

therefore we can foresee that Amer- |

ican imperialism will not be in the
position to bribe large sections of
the American working class for
many more years.

6. Other limitations of American |
imperialism are: the existence of the
U. 8. 8. R, the growing revolt of
the colonies, and the growth of the
revolutionary proletarian movements
in Europe.

(To Be Continued.)

Hassell Expedition
Reported Stranded

COPENHAGEN, Sept. 10 (UP).
—The Greenland administration de-
partment announced today that a
radio message from South Green-
land reported the motorboat carry-
ing Bert Hassell and Parker Cram-
er, rescued Rockford, Ill., fliers,
and their companion, Professor
Hobbs of ‘the University of Michi<
gan expedition, to Greenland, had
struck a rock and sank four miles

{.
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| The second problem I want to
| elaborate upon is the question of
| radicalization and bourgeoisification
| of the American working class.
| The same document of certain
" | American comrades which I already
{quoted from errs in the estimation
|of the amount and volume of the
| radicalization of the American
| working class also. I have to give
|a few quotations:
“There is a general growth of dis-
]  content, militance and readiness to
1| struggle among the semi-skilled and
, | unskilled workers (the bulk of the
) | American proletariat).”
,|  Another passage:

-1 “The progress of widespread and
1| general radicalization is taking place

| in all industries among the most ex-
¢ ploited sections of the workers.”

The Labor Movement.

| I have to state that these asser-
¢ | tions of the document do not corre-
sispond with the facts. There is a
_icertain amount of radicalization of
.| the American working class, a rad-
|icalization of certain industries.
" | There is a certain left trend among
"1the unskilled workers, but we can-
_|not say that that Left trend is gen-
leral or nationwide, that it embraces
|the bulk of the American workera
, already. I am afraid that even in
e;Germ:my, France or Great Britain,
|in those countries which show the
| most marked tendencies of the rad-
| icalization of the working classes—
even there we cannot say today yet
{that the radicalization of the Left
trend embraces the bulk of the
4 working class.
| It is interesting to note a remark-
" |able contradiction: the same com-
®| rades who charge the Central Com-
' | mittee of the American Party, that
'{it overlooks the general radicaliza-
*|tion of the American working class,
| put forward the accusations here in
- | Moscow only nine months ago, that
s |the Central Committee of the Amer-
t | ican Party refuses to recognize that
there is a powerful process of bour-
geoisification of the American work-
|ing class going on. I am of the
opinion that the American Party
had the correct position nine months
ago stating that thereisa marked
tendency of the bourgeoisification of
the American working class, but at
the same time there is another ten-
dency of radicalization of certain
sections of the working class which
serves as sufficient basis for mass
Communist work,

Two-Fold Process. ;
| 1 stated just a few days ago in
- | the Profintern: Stabilization in Eu-
- | rope serves as the basis for the
s | prowth of reformism and the con-
r | iradictions of stabilization create a
.| basis for the growth of the Com-
munist Party. The world hegemony
of American imperialism serves as
the basis for the further growth of
American reformism and creates the
possibilities for the further growth
.| of the American Federation of La-
bor. On the other hand the contradic-
tion arising from the growing power
of An‘rican imperialism create pos-

’
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sibilities for the growth of radical-
ization of the masses for the in-
crease of the Communist mass
movement.

I want to emphasize: it is a two-
fold process and it amounts to po-
litical blindness to overlook one or
the other side of it.

I would like to characterize cer-
tain special American features of
the radicalization of the working
¢lass. T am of the opinion that in-
stead of repeating here. general
phrases about the general radical-
ization of the bulk of the American
working class it is our duty to try
to give a concrete analysis of the

volume, the limitations, the forms |

and the special features of the rad-
icalization of America.

The limitations of radicalization
at present which determine the
amount of the leftward trend are
the following:

1. The absence of big political
issues between the capitalist par-
ties.

2. Unlike 1924 there is no third
party movement at this time.

3. There is no labor party move-
ment on a national or mass scale at
present.

4. The bulk of the American
working class belong still at present
to the old capitalist politicel par-
ties. The twelve railroad brother-
hoods which a few years ago were
the backbone of an independent po-

litical movement of the American |
working class endorsed a few weeks

ago Hoover as president. The Amer-
ican Federation of Labor, which in
1924 endorsed the third party move-
ment of LaFollette will now endorse
Al Smith, the candidate of the demo-
cratic party.

5. The socialist party of Amer-
ica ceased to be a proletarian party
and the Communist Party of Amer-
ica is not yet a mass party. The
American working class was not able
to develop yet a mass political party
which exercises an influence on
millions of workers.

The above given facts show clearly
the limitation of the radicalization
especially the political radicalization
of the American working class. The
basic factor of the situation is—
as stated in the political resolution
of the May Plenum of the American
Party—the analysis of the moods
and actions of the masses of the nn-
skilled and semi-skilled workers.
We can state that there is a very
significant amount of radicalization
going on among the most exploited
sections of the working class as
proven by the struggles of the min-
ers, textile workers and workers in
the needle trades.

Special Features.

The radicalization in America has
certain features in contradistinction
to the radicalization in certain Euro-
pean countries. Germany’s radical-
ization manifests itself on the polit-
ical field and lags behind on the trade
union field. The workers are willing
to follow politically the Communist
Party of Germany, but they are not
willing to accept its strike leader-
ship. In America the leftward
workers are not yet willing to ac-

|cept the political leadership of the
| Communist Party of Amecrica, but
{at the same time they accept in a
growing degree the strike leader-
| ship of the Communists.

The problems of unemployment
{are among the fundamental prob-
{lems of present-day America. Some
comrades criticized here Comrade
Bukharin that he did not pa\r enough

| attention to unemployment. I think |

it is an unjust criticism because
| Comrade Bukharin
jcughly the new kind of unemploy-
| ment, the permanent growth of the
industrial reserve army, the perpet-
ual disemployment of hundreds of
thousands and even millions of work-
ers.

| Some other comrades think that
|Comrade Bukharin’s thesis on per-
| manent disemployment, on the ab-
|colute decrease of the numbers of

{the working class in America, must |

Elead io “opportunism.” I think this
8 an unfounded and ridiculous
| charge.". Tens of millions of work-
{ers permanently disemployed out of

| the process of production—that does |

[not mean a harmonious development
]b'ut it means a revolutionary situa-
|tion. It is ridiculous to forget that
| those workers who are thrown out
from the process of production, even
if they do not preduce, are still
proletarian elements and humah be-
ings who want to eat, who will re-
eist against starvation.

Sharper Struggle.

It is clear that the increasing
sharpness of the ‘class struggle and

ers will not permit that capitalism
shall push out the bulk of the work-
ing class from the process of pro-
duction.
should note that capitalism is able
to regulate to a certain degree this
process. In America there is a pro-
hibition of immigration which means
that hundreds of thousands of for-
eign-born workers are excluded yvear
| by year from America. Again there
is a possibility of emigration from
America to other younger capitalist
or half-capitalist countries. Again
there is a possibility that the ten-
dency to diminish the absolute num-
bers of the working class will again
come temporarily to an end.

Anycne who denies the.existence
of this new phenomenon is polemis-
ing not against Comrade Bukharin
but against the very facts. The
facts about America speak a very
clear and eloquent language. In
1927 the factories produced 26 per
cent more than in 1919. During this
same period the number of wage
carners employed in manufacturing
decreased by not less than 980,000.
Eleven per cent fewer wage earners
than in 1919 produced in manufac-
turing in 1927 26 per cent more
products. In other words, each
worker produced 40 per cent more.
And the same tendency manifests
itself not only in the factories, but
in railroading, too. And this abso-
lute decrease of the numbers of the
working clazs went hand in hand
with “prosperity,” with rapidly in-
creased producﬁoﬁ.

anaiyzed thor- |

the growing resistance of the work- |

On the other hand, we !

| There is no other country at pres-

'ent which manifests such a marked

borftendency for merging state appa-

|ratuses and finance capital as the
| United States of America.

| There are special historic reasons
{which explain the rapid and almost
| complete merger of trusts and state
| abparatus in America. It is not an
|accident that the whole history of
| America’s political and economic de-
| velopment is responsible for the fact
{that this merging process, this trus-
| tification of the state apparatus,
goes on in America more rapidly
‘;an(l thoroughly than in any other
| country. 4
In the other capitalist countries
| the centralized bureaucratic militar-
istic state apparatus of the bour-
| geoisie developed prior to the period
of finance capital. Centralized bu-
reaucratic state apparatus in Amer-
|ica began to develop only in the
[period of imperialism hand in hand
with the' growth of finance capital
and trusts. Further, America never
had a system of feudalism as the
European countries. The class
| etruggle between the feudalists and
the city bourgeoisie which gave rise
to the hureaucratic centralized state
lapparatus in the hands of the mon-
archy never played any role in the
g f
| history of America.
| As late as in 1884 the number of
| federal employes in America
i amounted only to 13,780. In 1912,
| immediately before the war, the fed-
|eral bureaucracy had already in-
!creased to 278,000. Today, in 1928,
|the federal bureaucracy numbers
| 559,138. The total number of gov-
!ernment employes— (federal, state
{and local) is not less than three
| million today. A list of the leading
| men of the various branches of the
| American government reads lile a
| list of the members of directors of
trusts, banks and corporations.

Now comrades, I want to refer to
the Right danger in the American
Party. The document officially sub-
mitted to the Communist Interna-
tional and signed by some of the
American leading comrades, calls it-
gelf “The Right danger in the
| American Party.” Is there a Right
danger in America? It must be so
in such a powerful imperialist coun-
try with sach a powerful labor
aristocracy. Yes, there is a right
danger and the American delegution
is justified in introducing an amend-
ment to that section of the thesis
of Comrade Bukharin which deals
with  America. Our amendment
reads: ; 3

“It is necessary that the Ameri-
can Party C. E. C. should continue
and intensify its fight against Right
deviations.” ¢

(To Be Continued.)

Williamsburg Red
Week Will Begin
" This Saturday

Section 6 of the Workers (Com-
munist) Party will launch an in-
tensified Red Week Election Cam-
paign next Saturday, which will last
thruout next week and which is ex-
pected to result in a sufficient num-
bei of signatures to put the candi-
dates of the Workers (Communist)
Party on the ballot in the 6th and
13th Assembly Districts of Brooklyn.

Saturday night, Sept. 22, gvill be
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I consider it my duty to cite one
outstanding example of the fight of |
the American Party against Right
dangers. I think it is not without
significance that the document which
accuses the C. E. C. of the Ameri-
can Party of constituting a Right-
wing, that this document does not

* *
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self in favor of the immediate na-|

tionalizatien of all large-scale in-
dostries such as railroads, mines,

super power plants, and means of

communications and transportation,
and for the organization of the
workers in thesesindustries for par-
ticipation in the management and
direction of these industries indus-

'trialized, thus developing industrial

contain one single word about the |

most impmtant the fundamental er-
ror the American Party ever com-
mitted.
referring to is contained in the elec-
tion platform of 1924.
comrades who accuse the American
Party of being a Right-wing party
'had the leadership of the Central
Executive Committee of the Ameri-
can Party in 1924. These comrades
are therefore fully responsible for
| the policies of the election platform
| of 1924. This election platform reads
{as follows:

“The Workers Party declares it-'

The Right-wing error I am |

The same |

democracy, urtil industry comes un-
der the control of those who produce

|the wealth of the nation.”

Repeat Mistake.

Comrades, this statement was
written, introduced and propagan-
Jdized by those comrades who are
accusing the present Central Ex-
ecutive Committee of being a Right-
wing leadership. It wants to de-
velop “industrial democracy” today

in the middle of capitalist society |
and fosters the .illusion that indus- |

trial democracy can develop before |

 the working class seizes power and |

takes over the control of state power |
and industries. I have to state that |

the same mistake was repeated two
| years later, in 1926, in the election
platform of the Party, though in
not such a bad form.
Two election platforms

of the

trol which was here characterized

wards a social-democratic line. And
| vet, such a deviation, such a grave
error, was never mentioned, never

rected by those ' comrades who
signed the lengthy document called
the “Right danger in the American
Party” and who claim to have the
monopoly of Leninist policy in the
American Party.

Party Corrects Errors.

The mistakes of the election plat-
forms of 1924 and 1926 were cor-
rected in the last election platform
|adopted by our Party in May, 1928.
| The initiative to correct these
g'rave errors did not come from
those comrades who signed the doc-

|to eover up its mistakes.

Party contained a policy towards
| the nationalization and workers’ con- '

by Comrade Bukharin as a step to-

criticized, never noticed, never cor- |

'reject the charge that the present
| Central Executive Committee of the

|
!
l

[
|
I
{
| ument called “Right Wing Danger'
{in the American Farty,” but from

the Central Executive Committee |
which they accuse of being a Right |

| wing. r

The American Party does not want |
Read the |
resolution -of the May Plenum of |
our C. E. C. on the Trade Union
question. There is a ruthless criti- |
cism in it of all mistakes we have |
made. ‘

No one can question that the pres- |
ent Central Committee was the one |
to notice the major error contained
in the previous platforms of the
Party regarding immediate nation-
| alization, control of production and
industrial democracy. The present
program of action of the Party does
not contain such grave deviations
to the Right.

We hope the whole Congress will

Party is a Right ‘wing or has the
Right wing policies. Especially is
it unjustified to put forward such a
grave accusation based on a funda-
mentally wrong analysis and estirs -
tion of American imperialism as it
is given in the document of these
comrades.
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