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IIow the Coinémuiiis,ts Defend*
Bourgeoisiﬂemocratic Rights

. (Continued from Page l)
posed and will continue to opg
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for Socialism and the éxaltation of
democratic rights as the sum and
substance of all that the workers
néed, and of bourgeois democracy as
the “peaceful transition to Social-
ism.”

This brings us to the whole ques-
tion: of the relation between bour-

geois dem and fascism, |
Fascism and
Both bourgeois L]
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“bourgeois democracy” is here used

rights, but the entire political sys-
tem of capitalist parliamentary
rule.)

Pﬁrthermore.’ fascism develops in
the womb of bourgeois democracy.

masses, utilize the form of bour-
igeois democracy in an effort to de-
iistroy its essence. :

Perhaps the clearest example of
. this is furnished by Austria. There
the bourgeois democrat, Dollfuss,
whom the Social-Democrats sup-
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Throughout the wh
‘| the Weimar Republie, while the So-

and.| which called on

to deseribe not merely -democratic -

whole period df

cial-Democratic

Communist Party |
the workers to de- |
fend this right even against _the |

i The Barriéades of Berlin |

fought on the barricades on May
Day, 1829, were fighting not for |
the of capitalism, but |
for the defense of — bourgeois |
demoecracy! |
While defending democratic
rights, the Communist Party of Ger- |
many at the same jime sought to
free the massts from the illusions

:[cultivated by the Secialist leaders

{that in bourgeois democracy lay |
| salvation and that the bourgeois
| democratic political system was :!
I bulwark against fascism. The tragic |
{history of Germany from Bruening
|to Hitler has shown the cotrectness
of this position and has vindicated |
/the Communi® charge that Soctal- |

bullets of Zoergiebel's police. ’

The heroic Berlin workers who

» many, too, Hitler took power “legal- |

Democracy, paved the way for fas- |
ported on the plea that he would ' cigm. R y

prevent fascism, developed into the | jeck’
fascist dictator, Dollfuss. Inh Ger- ¥ * s.tatement Net New |
It is evidemt from the foregoing |

/15" and still continues to rule nomi- | that Communists have ziways made |

® nally under the Weimar Constitu- & - distinction _beétween
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tion, which was considered the most ;’m’o:a‘t;:mi::mbem |
democratic of all bourgeois eonsti-
tutions. And there, too, ﬂlnden-i';h:;’ Smthgrm' ot c:‘pli.;n;t“mle.}‘
burg, whom the Socialist leaders At “:mmk% mmzij
supported a4 the defender of de- O CoMO g througheut
mocracy, turned over the reins of O W um:hp";‘od ““g‘ the ‘;’e‘;
government to Hitler and himseif | ‘:."t‘mmg % !:gl' i emonstr: |
|continued as president of the fas- !w i T o m]e“d‘ﬂmcez:guﬁfﬁ
et mﬁiﬁ“_mn“m, |M émploy. It is not true, there- |
The deminant sections of the cap- i fore, that Wilhelm Pieck, report-
{ing for the Executive Committee of
italist class have, in fact, every- | re Communist Internationa] at the |
where in the epoch of imperialism gt HNTIRE OCongréey, Wme; |
and especially since the war h‘“@:g'put Communist tactics upside
\increasingly anti-democratic—e ne- ! ;

: ( {down when he declared:
mies of real bourgeois democracy. ' |
In the iod aftér t - the | “It is not immaterial to us what |

leaders of the Bocialist Parties also| Dol ical system rules this or that
'became infected with these anti-|
demoeratic tendencies, and wherever |
they gained power, carried through
'the capitalist offensive on bourgeois
'democratic rights. In Germany the
'man who first ruled by emergency
(décree was not Bruening, but the | tarism and democracy against

Social-Democrat, Ebert. Incidental- | fagcism and ocontin |
ly, Ebert, fifst Socialist president, | ,*: the continue to struggle |

traveled so far on.the road of be-| The tactieal conclusions to be
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dom exist, there, in spite of the
capitalist interference, where _it
 is possible for open fighting or- |
ganizations of the proletariat to |
exist, there we defend parliamen- |-

>
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article in the Jewish

trayal that he evén the |drawh from this statemen ]
abolition of the monarchy (this fact oty

is related by Ebert's colleague, the
formeér Socialist chancellor, Philip
‘Scheidemann, in his autobiography,
' | Memeirs of a Social-Democtat; t
,|same charge was made by the well-
| knoWn Menshevik, R. Abramoviteh,
|in &l reeent
| Daily Forward).
' )

jcertain changés — changes not of
principle, but of tacties—that it is
im| t to understand. These

be discussed ih the final article

present period of the sharpened of- ||
{fensive of fascism, especially in view I
[,‘of‘tbe new developments in the So- 3
|clalist Parties, do, however, involve |
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