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GETTING READY FOR ACTION
World  Socialism
‘AND WE SHALL  ALL  ADORE HIM  .. /

j----- - ------------------By HERBERT ZAM. --------------- ----- --------

In 4?vcry w ell-ba lanced circus, the clow n ing com es first. It  
pu ts the aud ience in a receptive m ood. It prepares them for the 
jugg ling , the feats o f .streng th ?ind dex terity , th 'e rap id sh ifting 
from ix)silion to positiim that com es in the m ore serious per- 
fo rm aiicv . ' “  .

T he organ izers o f the Seventh C ongress o f the C om m unist 
In ternational adhered stric tly tosj) 
th is ru le and d id a good job of leadersh ip o f the Party there stood  
c ircus organ ization- T he serious the greatest leader o f the to ilers, 

■ w ork o f the C ongress w as devoted C om rade Stalin , w ho arm ed the
to jugg ling w ith the question of Party to shatter the T ro tsky ists,
national defense, lifting  the cnorm - Z inov iev ists and a ll enem ies o f the

w digh ts of coalition ism and w ork ing c lass, w e ach ieved co lossal
rapW sw ing ing from extrem e left success in ourdand.
to ex trem e righ t on the questions 

. Hi the un ited jlryu t, bourgeo is dem - 
ocrj& cy , etc . B ut th is serious w ork  
w as preceded by the c low n ing acts 
an w hich alm ost the entire C on- H oorah !” ) 
g ress partic ipated , and w h ich w as 
a fitting  open ing to th is po litica l 
c ircus.
" L et us fo llow  the reports on the 
C ongress as m irro red in the 
B ussian press (Q uotations are, 
iro in the T A SS reports 'tn the 
J^os^ow “ E rnes” o f Ju ly 26 ,1035).

"F ifteen m inutes before the 
open ing o f the C ongress, there, ap t 
peared in the hall C om rade S talin 
and the C om rades A ndreyer,
Z hdanor and. E zhov . T he entire 
4dd ience. springs to its feet and the 
heioved leader o f the w orld .p i;o ]e- 
taria tj C om rade S ta lin , is greeted , 
h j.a sto rm y, ovation. For a .long 
•fam e thoocriee of greeting in aJl
lan^uaps continue* C ontinuaU y
■ beg inn ing anew , the ovation lasts
:f<n^ra lm oet fifteen m inu tes."
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Jj"L ong live our great, pow erfu l 
and beloved C om rade Stalin . 
H oorah !” (“ S torm y app lause 
th roughout the hall and cries of
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F inally som eone did rival the 
C h inese oratory— a delegation of 
parachute jum pers! T heir spokes­
m an, Pank ih, m akes a flam ing  
speech and .ends-:

"W e w ill  w in , because w e have 
been brought up in the trath tions 
o f strugg le o f the B o lshev ik ^a i'ty , 
because w e are conv inced of the 
justice of our cause, because w e 
are ch ild ren o f our party , ch ild ren  
o f our fearless leader and uncon­
querab le hero S talin !"

T h is brought dow n the house!
^ * «

Japan bu ilds m otorized b lacksm ith shops to care fo r cavalry w hen the troops are aw ay from bases 

o f supp ly . A  h igh-po in t o f effic iency in m ass-m urder.

L etters O f A  Socia list T o H is .Son--V
I  By David F. Berenberg

Thu the fifth of a senes of eight articles by David P. Berenberg, a member of The GALL Editorial 
Board and an editor of the American Socialist Quarterly.

the dem ocracy that w e are supposed to have. If  

it is a reality , if  it  is no t a fraud , if  the w ill  o f 

the m asses can really be expressed by the vote, 

no th ing can stqp the advance o f the w orkers bu t 

the ir ow n d isun ion , the ir ow n fa ilu re to see how 

the ir po litica l .pow er m ust be used.

So far it  has been easy to deceive the w orkers 

w pth cheap prom ises, to d iv ide them by m eans o f 

rac ia l and re lig ious pre jud ices, to frigh ten them 

w ith horro r ta les o f w hat w 'ou id happen, if  the 

cap ita list systen t w ere to fall. It has been 

possib le to buy then^. o ff w dth the hope. that' 

they , too , m igh t som e day be rich , a hope that no 
long er has‘ any m ean ing .

T he C ongress itse lf w as tak ing 
no chances o f being accused o f d is­
loyalty to "the leader." It  adopted  
a. specia l reso lu tion addressed

" T o the leader, teacher and
friend o f the pro letarians and op­
pressed o f the .en tire w orld 

“ T o C om rade S ta lin ."

H ere are som e of the gem s of 
serv ility o f th is reso lu tion .

"U nder your leadersh ip , Socia l­
ism w as v ic to rious“ m thk Sov iet 
U n ion

“ T he nations o f the w orld do not 
w ant w ar, they do not w ant fas­
c ism .' 'W ith con tinually m ore H ope 
and love th .ey look to , the Sov iet 
'U n ion , to you C om rade S ta lin 
the leader of the to ilers of all 
coun tries."

Pear K arl :

W H A T  do w e Socia lists w ant?. W e w ant a 

' society in w h ich the productiw m ach ines, 

the land , the raw m ateria ls w ill  be ow ned by the 

w orkers. Y ou asik : “ H ow do you propose to  

estab lish such a society?" T hat is a very im por-

T hen P ieck opens the C ongress 
and eid ls fo r the. election o f a 
presid ipm . T he first dem onstration 
o f. love-w as no t enough/forw hen 
C om rade K opleny m entions the 

' nam e of C om rade S talin , the ap­
p lause again grow s in to a sto rm y 
and long-lasting .v eY ation ,, w h ich , 
d fe ihonstrates iH eS^d^H PV e o f the, 
m any m illions of the w ork ing  

— T im ascs o f the entire-w o l’ ld^ fo r-th^t 
leader ef the„W ork ing c lass." 1 

. T hese fo im alities accom plished, 
the C ongress proceeds peacefu lly 
fo r a w hile* T he fu rther business 
re tires 'no '^m eirtion-^o f - Stalin 's . 
nam e. T hen the greetings beg in . 
T he fii^t  to greet the C ongress is 
a C hinese representative, Q how 
C ho S in . H e concludes w ith the 
fo llow ing peroration : '%
^ "For the v icto ries o f Socia lism 
in the" Sov iet U nion w o aye in­
debted to the B olshev ik cohorts 
w ho ..are led by a m an w hose nam e 
is A yritten oa the pages of h isto ry , 
by the im m orta l C om rade S ta lin .”  
(“ O vation . T he entire aud ience 
stm ids up .")

..B u t C how C ho S in hasn 't.reached 
h is apex yet.

*^L et the entire w ork of the 
Seventh C ongress be perm eated 
w ith Stalin ist practica lity , w ith  
S ta lin ist w isdom , w ith S^ lin ist be­
lie f in the justice of our ow n 
course a^ id w ith S ta lin ist w ill  to 
w in« ;^ong live . the C om in tern . 
Isong^live the w orld revo lu tion . 
L ong live our leader and teacher 
C om rade S ta lin."

O f course, “ T he last w ords of 
C om rade C how C ho S in are echoed 
and re-echoed by a sto rm y O vation 

. in the en tire hall."

tan t question . ^
I  have taken pains to po in t ou t how im portan t 

to cap ita lism is the contro l of governm enta l 

pow er. It c lings “ to that-pow er, even .a fter cap-, 

italism itse lf has broken clow n. T hrough contro l 

o f governm ent, cap ita lism .ca ii^eom pel the w ork- 

to w ork at starvation w ages; it can pun ish  

those w ho 'rebel against poverty and ty ranny; it  

can gov ern the thoughts and m inds o f the m asses.

D oes jio t  that te ll us w here the attack upon the 

cap ita list system m ust be centered? O ne of he 

m ost im portan t steps in the d irection of setting 

up . the W orkei-s’ D em ocracy is the w inn ing of 

po litica l pow er. T he w orkers m ust gain contro l 

over o f the governm q^r~ "

H ow can that be done? O ur governm ent; like 

that o f m ost cap ita list nations, pretends to be a 

dem ocracy . R eal pow er is supposed to rest w ith 

the peop le. G overnm ents, in the w ords that 

T hom as Jefferson w ro te in to the D eclaration of 

Independence, “ derive their ju .st pow ers from the 

consent o f the governed.”  W e, the peop le, are the 

governm ent. W e are sufjposed to g ive our con­

sen t to all that the governm ent does.

as

er-3
“ O tir H erb ie so ldiers in G erm any, 

C h ina, Japan, Spain , Po land , Ita ly  
in o ther lands are lead ing theand

m asses to strugg le, w ith your 
nam e deep in the ir hearts, a nam e 
w h ieh gives them faith in the 
v icto ry o f our cause,”

Resist New Slavery
|F  ever in A m erica the-attem pt shou ld be m ade

by the cap ita lists to des^y dem ocracy , to end 

po litica l freedom  ̂to deny the w ill  o f the w ork- 

g rsjias expressied in the.e lectionS j w ho doubts that 
the w orkers w ou ld resist, by force if  need be, 

“ such an attem pt to set up a new form o f slavery? 

Just as the rebels o f 1776 fought against the at-' 

tem pt o f the E ng lis li crow n to destroy the B ill  

o f R igh ts, and the liberties w on, by E ng lishm en 

in a century o f strugg le, so the A m erican w ork­

ers w ou ld figh t to preserve the liberties w on in 
the R evo lu tion , and in m ore than a century p f 

labor progress, especia lly w hen they have learned 
tlie real value and the true pow er of po litical 

dem ocracy .

T he price o f lil>erty is eternal v ig ilance. M en 

have ifo  rights and no liberties except tliose they 

are w illing  to figh t ^o r. Just as the cap ita lists 
d iscovered th is in their strugg le against feudal­

ism . so the w orkers are find ing it ou t as they 
f igh t on the p icket line, in the courts, in the leg is­

la tu res., a t the po lls.'in all the phases o t niodeH t* 

life .

“ In the strugg le against the 
counter-revo lu tionary T rq tsky ists-.. 
Z inov iev ists, .in the strugg le against 
the righ t and ‘ le ft' opportun ists, 
you , C om rade Stalin , have de­
fended the M arx ist-L en in ist teach­
ing and developed it in the new 
epoch. o f the w orld revolu tion , 
which will  remain for the genera­
tions to come as the Stalin, epoch.** 

“ T he Seventh W orld - C ongress o f 
the C om m unist In ternational as­
sures you. C om rade S ta lin , in the 
nam e o f the C om m unist Parties o f 
6b countries, that the. C om m unists 
w ill  alw ays ^nd everyw here be 
fa ith fu l to the end to the g reat 
conq uerab le flag of M ar.x and 
E ngels, L en in and S ta lin .”

^ We Are Not Consultedun-

know that m ost th ings are done w ithou t 

our consent. W e are not even consu lted 

about them . B ut suppose that the w orkers took 

it  in to their headsi to call the cap ita list b lu ff. Sup­

pose they w ere to .say , .som e day : ” \'c ry w ell. 

^^ ’e .‘ the peop le, w ill  use the pow er you say w e, 

have. W e w ill  fm 'iu a po litica l party com posev l 

o f the w orkers. Such a 

m ajo rity o f the peop le, 

con tro l o f all branches of the governm ent. It  

w ill  be ab le to w in e lection after e lection . In fu ll  

con tro l o f the legisla ture,-the courts and the exec­

u tive pow er, the w orker«  ̂w ill  take over the land , 

the m ach ines and the raw m ateria l and w ill  set­
up a W orker-,’ D em ocracy .

M ud i dei)tm ls, u t course, upon the value ot

T hus the C ongress w h ich w ill  go 
dow n in lA bor h isto ry as a great 
tragedy riva lling only that of 
A ugust, 1914, started out 
enorm ous I'ev iva llst gathering , a 
gathering w hose purpose tvas to 
en th rone a new god. T he w ell- 
o rganized an* (I\ve ll-tim ed ou tbursts 
o f enthusiasm , far iV oni arousing 
adm iration , can arouse but con­
tem pt for a “ revo lu tio i\ary " or­
gan ization w hich engages in> such 
d isgusting sycophancy , inch ap ing  
o f the N azis. A ny m ovem ent 
w h ich resorts to such m ethods te 
arouse enthusiasm , confidence and 
fa ith in "T he L eader" is ro tten to 
the-core, is su ffering from an in­
curab le d isease.

as an
A fter th is im m orta l effo rt o f the 

C h inese C om rade all subsequent 
ones are bound to appear pale. B ut 
they tried m anfu lly . ^ T here ap­
pears a represento tive of the 
M oscow pro letaria t, a facto ry 
w o j;ker Soko lov .

"T he em bittered enem ies o f the 
w ork ing c lass, the T ro tsky ists/ the 
Z inov ievksts, the opportun ists o f a ll 
co lo rs, m ade special effo rts to pu ll 
the Party and the w ork ing class 
backw ards," he orated .

^ ‘ T hanks to the fact,”  thunders 
C om rade Soko lov , “ that in the

. We propose to gain control of the gov
emraent, and to use the powers-of govern- 

set up a Workers*  Democracy.
do not imagine this will  be an easy task. ^
Easy or difficult,  it  will  be done. It  must be
done. Capitalist control over industry h
growing weak. Unless the strong hand of

iety itself will

party j-w ill easily be the 

It w n l be, ab le xo gain

ment to

the workers mtervenes soci 
do%vn to ruin.




