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What Happened In Moscow* By
Ben Bitlow

' The following analyhis of the Irank statem ent— w hich is a re-, tions for unity of action than 
m licles' of the Seventh World ™ a' of fhe Social-dem ocratic I that it he directed against the
iZuiress of the Communist In- PoBcy of coalition goveim m ent! 
fermtional, which recently met! Can coalition governm ent be 
at Moscow, has been prepared I form ed, upon any other basis 
lor The CALL by Ben Gitlow of i f* ’ ®”  the m aintenance of capi- 
Kew Jersey. Comrade Gitlow, talism ? It  w as in G erm any that 
helore he rejoined the SociaUst: w orking-class through the
Party last year, was a prominent j G e r m a. n Social - D em ocracy 

[shared governm ent^esponsibili- 
e capitalist rulftrs—

w ith an area of 5,657.802' pansion. A lliances and counter­
square m iles. In Prance live i alliances are being cem ented. 
40,938,847 people but French im - The line up for the next w orld 
perialism subjects 69.834.953. w ar is being drawn. Is aU this* 
French fortifications, a big air preparedness and m ilitary ex­
fleet. a large standing arm y and pansion a guarantee for peace? 
enorm ous m ilitary expenditures Rubbish! 
prove that should the* occasion 
profit. Prance w ill  not shrink 
from instigating w ar.

There is then the added ex­
cuse that the N azis are the orig­
inators of the crusade against 
the Soviet U nion. But Ijefore 
the N ^s it  w as England at one 
tim e, Japan at' another and a 
com bination of capitalist pow ers 
at still another. Should the 
Soviet U nion adhere to the prin­
cip les of proletarian revolution, 
it  w ill  d iscover that all the cap­
italist pow ers w ill  be m -rayed 
against her. But it is even 
•doubtfu l w hether the sacrifice
of princip les w ill  guarantee the
Soviet U nion the peace it de­
sires. O nly a strong revolution­
ary w orking cli^  m ovem ent in
the capitalist coim tries w ill  as­
sure her that guarantee.

Prepare for W ar 
,A 11 the capitalist countries, 

fascist and non-fascist, are qn- 1 the struggle against fascism lu id 
gaged in feverish m ilitary ex- w ar.

class eneint/, against the of­
fensive of capital, afiraiT ist. 
fascism and the loar danger.”

G ood and Bad
W ho then are. o u k class ene­

m ies? A re the capitalist rulers 
in  non-fascist countries our class 
enem ies? A re capitalist govern­
m ents to.,be_di^e(i into, tw o 
categories— bac^'gdvernm ents and 
good governm ents? A nd even in 
fascist coim tries, is there a good 
fascist governm ent and a bad 
fascist governm ent?

D im itroff  states:

“ The most reactionary type 
of fascism is the German type. 
German fascism, plays the role 
of the gendarme of the inter­
national counter-revolution, of 
the chief instigator of imperi­
alist war and of the originator 
of the crusade against the 
Soviet Union.”

M ussolin i '*m beral"

If  w e follow  this logic. Italian 
fascism is m ore liberal, m ore 
progres^ve, m ore tolerant than 
the G erm an brand. - Perhaps 
M ussolin i’s m ilitary regim ents 
of 'S-year-olds is an advanced 
liberal step and his cam paign in 
E thiopia is really a good-w ill 
flight of the dove of peace! The 
soft-pedalling of Italian Fascism 
at the com m unist congress show s 
the extent of the^degeneration 
of the C l and exposes the fact 
that the Russian com m unist 
leaders are fully  aw are that as 
a result of the Franco-Soviet 
pact they m ay have to- fight 
w ith France on the side of 
Italian Fascism . H ence, w e now 
have not only good governm ents 
and bad governm ents but good 
fascism and bad. fascism ! The 
Com intern can sink into no low­
er depths ■ ■ ■ ----

The A -B-C of SociaUsm 
teaches us that capitalism breeds 
w ar. that under capitalism w ar 
is inevitable. But, says the re­
port. “ G erm an Fascism is the 
chief instigator of w ar.” Is 
England less of an instigator of 
w ai‘ w hen it allow ed H itler a 
free hand to prepare for w ar by 
appioving his policy to build up 
r. pow erful m ilitary m achine in
defiance of the V ersailles treaty?
Is Japan— w ith w hich the com­
m unists lose no love— a peaceful,
unw ailllce nation as it ‘ carries on
w ar in the Par East?

Im perialist France 
Is Prance an innocent baby 

in the w ar instigation gam e? 
Prance is the second im perialist | 
pow er as far as colonies and : 
subjected people are concerned. 
W ith a dom estic area of 212,659 : 
square m iles. Prance has colonies

If there ever was a time to 
adopt the Socialist view agaiTist 
capitalism and its wars, now is 
the tune, juuc me uominiern '3e  ̂
cisio7is give us a new line. It  
confuses the revolutionary work­
ers; many of them reason: "Per­
haps under certain conditions if  
becom es the duty for. revolution­
ary workers to support their im­
perialist masters in war and to 
fight heroically on their side" 
The Comintern policy "breaks the 
international front of the work­
ing-class and throws worker 
against w orker. The slogan of 
International Socialism— Work­
ers of the World Unite—becomes 
a huge fraud. The ComiAtem 
policy disarms the workers, di­
vides them and renders them 
helpless in the face of fasetsm 
and war.

H ie new line of the Com intern 
cannot be the basis for im lty  In

communist and in 1928 was the
tv i

yresHerd of 'the United States,, this poU cy proved dis- 
i astrous to the w orking class.

A fter seven long years, years | M ust K eep Status Q uo 
of trem endous consequences to . U pon w hat basis did the So- 
the w orking class, the Com m tin- 'cial-D em ocracy in G erm any en- 
Ist International has ^hbld its ter the coalition governm ent? 
Seventh W orld Congress. Its O ne does not have to be a po- 
decisions. are * im portant to So- litical  genius to realize that the 
cialists and com m unists alike; G erm an Socialists could not 

■ as an im portant section of the have form ed a coalition govem - 
fforld.labor m ovem ent, the Com - m ent on the program of Social- 
m unist International sessions j ism and the abolition of capital-

‘and reports com m and the atten- • ism . The capitalists w ould never
tion of every class-conscious participate in such a govern- 
w orker. , m ent. The capitalists are not

• W hat w as the com m unist going to agree to enter a coali- 
analyds of the grave problem s tion the basis of w hich is to be
M ore the w orking class? D id that they are to com m it suicide,
it m ake an effort to overcom e ^ Every coalition therefore is in
the errors of the past? W hat the first and final analysis a de- 
poUcies did it  adopt in the fight fense of capitaU sm . M ospow,
'against fascism ? D id the con- w hieh has fought against this
gres  ̂take a real international, policy, of coalition for so m any
stod against* w ar? years, know s very w ell that co-

-. D ecisive Turn j alition governm ent, w hether So-
The answers of the com m unist, cialists or com m unists, partici- 

congress to these questions m ark I pate in it. will rest upon the 
a decisive turning point in . itsprem ise of m aintain ing the sta- 
abandonm ent of M arxian revo­
lutionary positions.

D lm itrdff ’s report on “ The

FO R LA BO R V ICTO RY
tus quo. i. e.. ru le of the capital- 

i 1st state. Com m unist leaders
, m ay call participation in a ca- 

M lm sive of and the • p itaiist governm ent a “ united-
Tasks of the Com intern” — (The 1 front”  governm ent, but putting 
Com intern is an abbreviation for | ass's skin on a w olf does not 
Com m unis  ̂International Ed.) ' change the w olf or his nature. 
— be com m ended for its j calling a coalition governm ent a 
frankness. N o doubts are left | "unlted-fronf or a "peoples''' 
as to w hat is now Com intern governm ent does not change its
policy for Jhm itroff IS no^ex^  ̂form or its nature. . , - "
BQ yndjng his ow n view s; Ee is r ................ — :------^
reporting ' the official views of j D oesn’t Stop Fascism 

C l. j Can coalition block fascism ?
The offensive of Fascism , in- ! It did not do so in G erm any, 

'g iv ing as it. does the destruc- There it aided fascism because 
lion of the ^ labor m ovem ent and * the paitnership w ith the capi- 
the p lunging of the w orld jn to a talist governm ent tied the hands 
horrib le capitaU st m edieva&sin  ̂of the Socaalists. It forced the 
oi darkest reaction, t e r r o r_. ^Socialists to agree to m easures 
bloodshed and servitude, m akes . w hich sought to bolster capital- 
necessary that the labor m ove- ism by seeking a w ay out of the 
■ nent take a positive stand on crisis at the expense of the
Iw w to defeat fascism . W hat is w orkers, farm ers and low er m id- 
the position of the C l? die-ciasses. These “em ergency

D im itroff.  g ives the position of decrees”  fsuch as the Bruening 
the C l as follow s: em ergency decrees) did m ore

^ than anything else to discredit 
the Socialists and to throw m il ­
lions in the arm s of the N azis.

It  is no accident that the left 
' w ing in the Socialist m ovem ent 
! recognizes the necessity of re- 

non-commu7iist but pudiating the policy of coalition.
'W c have learned from the G er­
m an debacle. But such is the 

' nature of history that the Com - 
. in tern, w hich has alw ays re­
pudiated coalition, now 
to grasp it  and revive it.

D im itroff  continues. H e states 
as the official policy of the C l; 

“ The Communist Interna­
tional makes no other condi-

I
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Coalition
"The Communist Parties are 

^ot only ready to join m the 
united-front struggles against 
file fascist offensive, but they 
arc willing as well to partici- 
We in 
nti- fascist
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governmeitts.
aratpinp a sharp distinction 
otiween 5 o c i  a l-Democratie 
PlTticipation in coalition„  90V-
"H ffienfs aimmg to bolster hastens

on the one hand, 
“ Pa united front governments
/or the
fascism For A Powerful Labor  Movernentpurpose of blocking

on the other." 
fee w e have a very bold, very

A M A LG A M A TED  CLO TH IN G
W O RK ERS O F A M ERICA

FRA T€RN A L G REETIN G S I
1

FRO M TH E

Cincinnati Joint Board
Amalgamated Clothing Workers 

of America
204 RA ILW A Y  CLERK S BU ILD IN G

11-15 Union Square

New York  City I

C-’ncinnafi, O hio

r
* ★ ★

r
SID NEY H ILLM A N ,  Prestdenf 

JO SEPH SCH LO SSBERG , G eneral Secretary-Treasurer
REN  ̂ N U ■ ^resident'

A LM A  W E •usurer’

k~~.
 ̂'




