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G. Zinovief, President Executive Committee of the
Communist International,
Mosocow, Russia,

Dear Comrade:-

The Socialist Party of the United States held
a convention in Chicago, Illinois, commencing August 30,
1919. Two resolutions on International Affiliations
were presented to this oconvention.

The Majority resolution provided for partici-
pation in the oalling of an international conference. The
objeot of such conference was the formation of a new
International to which delegates should be invited from
the Communist parties of Russia and Germany and from those
Socialist parties in all countries which subscribe to the
principle of. the class struggle, The resolution excluded
from participation any party whioh participates in a govern-
ment coalition with parties of the bourgeoise.

The Minority resoltion provided for direot and
immediate affiliation with the Communist International,
making reservations as to the application of the program
to thodUnited States until such time as a Qongress could

be held.

Copies of these resolutions are attached. Both
resolutions were submitted to referendum of the party
membership with the result that the Minority resolution
providing for immediate affiliation with the Communist
Internat?onal was adopted., I thersfore have the honor to
apply to the Executive Committee for recognition of the
Somialist Party of the United States of America and its -
admission to the Communist International.

_ With fraternal greetings and best wishes for the
success of our struggling Russian comrades, I am

Fraternally yours,

OB-BHW Executive Secretary :2/

Application letter of Socialist Party of America to Comintern.
Comintern Archives RGASPI f. 515, op. 1,d. 37,1. 2.
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nly nddul “strength to _this convic-
1y 'was a notable example otﬂns col-
: Iy with toxts!lﬂmtohhlhnlp-
« ful _'"ﬂe{owudkmmdmmlwydhmmmm
tml’ _of ePeace Conferéice in*Paris and placid acceptance of
- "rebuffs given it by memherl of that conference, the refuul of
Rulmn pusporl:s, for instance.
Any Intemahonul, to be effective in this crisis, muut eon-
tain only those elements who:take their stand unreservedly upon
; thebamoftheclm strugnle,mdwhobythurﬂeedudemon-
| ‘strate that the:r ndherenee -to this principle u-gpt mere lip
: loynlty SR
When Iesdmg Socillmts join t]mr nntmml govu'nmsent
upon a coalition basis“they accept and sanction pohdu which
| hinder Socialists and the working class generally from taking
| fuli advantage of the opportunities for deep—mted  change
. which the war creates. - This makes the workern contcnt with
superficial reformist changes which are readily gunhd by the
ca.pltahst class as 2 means :of self-protection from the rising
. tide of working class revolt. - G e
. And when Socialists” use the militgry- organizstion, of thc
master class as a means of crushing the agitstion of their .more
radical comrades they flatly take their position with the counter-
revolutionaries whom they serve.
" The Second International is dead. We connder
new International which contains those groups which eog;rlb-
uted -to the downfall ‘of our former organization must be so
weak in its Socialist pohcy as to be-useless. - .

The Socialist Party of the United States; in principle. ai:iﬁn
its- past history, has ‘alway4 stood with: those elements of other
countries that remained true to their principles. The manifestos
& i _adopted in ‘national ' convention at .St. Louis (1917) and

|

Chicago (1919), as wel as Referendum *“D” 1919 un-
equivocally affirm -this “stand.- These parties, the Majority
i parhes of Rusaia, Italy, - Switzerland, Nerway, . Bulgu-u,
' Serb;a, ‘Greece,  and ' growing minorities. in every  land,
are uniting on the basis’'of the 'prelunmary eunwutwn, at Mos-
-cow, of the Third Trité¥rnational. As in the past, so in this ex-
lr crisis, we must take our stand with them.
" The Socialist Party of the United States, therefore, | deehres :
tself in support of the- Thirds(Moscow) International, not so
‘much because it mipport& the t'iiomw? ~pmgrlms and inel:'bods,
-but because: i
“ 77 (@) “Moscow” s ﬂomg somethmg' which is tully challeng-
_ing to world iniperialism: - e
' (b) “Woscow” I8’ th!rutnned by"‘the nombmad npxtalist
« forces of the world slmply because it is proletarian.
(c) Under these clrcumstanees, whatever we may have to
. say to Moscow afterwarils i€'is the duty of Socialists-to stand
by 1t now because its fall will mean the fall of Socialist republics
in Europe, and also the dulppurmee of Socialist. hopes for

Original published source unknown. Comintern Archives RGASPI f. 515, op. 1, d. 34, 1.



G. Zinovief,

Dear Comrade:-

yer C(

In connection with our formal application for
affiliation with the Communiet International which accompanies

[

this communication, 1% is perhaps desirable that I state at
which
gome length the position m£ our organlzation has maintained

before, during and since the particlpation of the Unlf.ed Btates

in the world war. | At the outbreak of the ‘war in Europe, the

CThes elocuntut not-

Socialist Party immediately took the position that 1t was
fundamentally a war for commerclal supremacy in which the working
class of the various European countries had no interest, We
urged the necessity of the American Government remalning neutral,
denountésd the munition manufacturers for furnishing munitions,

and advocated an embargo on all food stuffe in order to xxx starve

the belligerents into an early peace, We demanded that our

St

government use its good offices at every opportunity to bring
abbut the cessation of hostilities and set forth as early as
May 1915 the basis upon which peace should be made.
The Proclamation of the National Executive Committee,
Moy -3 3 setting forth terms of peace, included the proposals for the
abolition of secret diplomacy and the demand for no annexations
or putitive indemnities, afterwards honestly adopted and made
famous by our Russian comrades a'md hypocritically included by

President Wilson in his fourteen points,

=pPs FArer>

In connectlion with these efforts, we of course’
carried on a continuous anti-militarist and anti-imperialist
campuiga-of agitation., When, in spite of our efforts, the
American government entered the war, we held an Emergency Conven=-
tion at St. Louis, April 7th - 14th, 1917, in whlch we adopted

declavation
the Declaration and War Program, ' This peselutien provided for

Letter from Otto Branstetter in Chicago to Grigorii Zinoviev in Moscow, March 12, 1920.
Microfilmed in the Socialist Party of America Papers, Duke University, Reel 9. '
This document is not found in the Comintern Archive and may not have been sent.



d--]l

Con ToA S Wi G R4 (} foe. -2=-

our—unfiinehing-end—uneeasing opposition to the war and
' u-f position was S HEARARr s WA BBEE oF ois SHALEH
thruout 1tes duration. There were, of-—course, some elements
in our party in this cpuntryy; as in all othere, which became
soclal patriotic and demgnded that the SBoclaiist Party
support the government in its war measures}“=1 am proud to
say that this element in the American Boelalist Party was ¢~ . .
comparatively semall and that the 8t. Louls Resolution was
adopted by an overwhelming majority in the referendum vote,
Some more or less prominent comrades, including
John Spargo, A, M, Bimone, Chas., Ed, Russell, Allan Benson
and the Appeal to Reason staff, either withdrew from the Party
or were expelled on account of théir oppoeition to the Party's
poaition. The number of those who followed them out of the
Party was insignificant and the rank and file of our membership
stood unswervingly by the organization and its dsclarations,
> - That the National Party officlals were no legs
loyal and devoted and steadfast in maintaining the position of
the Party, is proven by the fact that the National Executive
Sesretary, the editoruzg our official organ, the manager of our
th?éature Department, the Secretary of the Young Peoples
Soclalist League, were conviocted and sentenced to twenty years
éaoh under the Espicnage Aot,
The National Executive Committee at that time
' oonsisted of fifteen members. Four members of this committee
were convicted and served or are now serving sentence ranging
from one to twgqty yearg., Another member, Victor Berger, was
‘convicted along/wlth the four party officials memtioned above
and ; cetved a ;sentence of ﬁwunty years which is now pending
: :lwngpadls. The executive Becretary was
;another charge prior to the trial in which
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he was convicted, Comrade Berger has four other indictments
againet him and still another member of the committee was a&lso
indicted.

The number xxxxxxxxx of state and local party
offidale who were vonvicted thruout the country is proportionately
large.

In view of this record and of the published
resolutions of the National Executive Coqmittae thruout the war,
dealing with both the domestic and forelgn situation, accusations
that the B6oclalist Party of the United States was reactlonary,
chauvinistic or soclal patriotic, is a deliberate and wilfulgsicj
misrepresentation of the facta, I have the pleasure of enclosing
coples of various proclamations and manifestos adopted by our
organization both in convention and by action of the Hatlional
Executive Committee from August 1914 until the present date,

The Bocialist Party of the United-8tates is justly
proud of thise record. It i Uriy-pariy-4n<anp-of.lhe
belligerent-oountrier—wstelr steadfastly maintained a position in
opposition to the war and the policles of it8 government., 1In
&&% other countries the Boclalist Party was split and the majority
factions wupported thelr respective governments while only
the minorities were Opposed.' In the United Btates, not only
whs the majority in favor of xxx the true international
position, but the entire party was, The few individuals whox
left the Party on account of our St. Lomis Declaration emd L
o =—f'e were not of sufficient
number or importance to constitute a eplit., Our Pakty
was s011dly united in support of our organization and its
declarations. Lfggre was no split in the American Socialist Party
on account of or during the war. The @plit in this country
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ocoured l year after the signing of the armistiee,nanipghe
geceding_pt 1nanrgent elements was largely compoaod of
comrades who had never been affiliated with 3001a113t Party
until after the signing of the armistice and of those who,
tho affiliated, were conspicuously silent and inactive during
the war, B
Suffice 1t to say that the Boolalist Party
- of the United States and its officigls, now denounced by the
“leaders of the Comnunist and Communist Labor Bar%g? MHX
‘a8 traltors and reactionaries, is the same party and its
officlals and leaders are fhe same men who adopted the
8%. Louls Deolaratibn and following resolutions and who
malntained the active party work and agitation during three
years of peraecﬁtion and black reaction, Q
3 trust that you and other members of your
committee and the comrades generally, will take these facte

1nto ooﬁrideration BRforepadsing adrorse It oneRtmipoR—owy
perty. Cartaimy 'Fhe record of the Soclalist Barty of the

United States 1s remarkable for its consistency and revolutionary

character. The personal record of ite officials from the time

we entered the war, #ntil the signing of the arhistice, is

gnqnnnstonabicp far superior to that of the alleged revolutionary

leaders mt who sprang into prominence and activity only after
=

e T‘J\(’v(t—‘tm Y
the eigning of the armistice when’fggigiiisii§i=ihut there was

no partlocular danger attached to such aoctivities,

The fact that the most prominent and influential
1eadera in the recent split MNXXNE KIMMEXEX XMEXE¥ TEXXAN¥E have
rlqd to xufm safety in foreign countries, while their deluded

v

. R
‘and deserted followers-wese being thrown into jails and penitentiar-

ies by th “t“gggpgg, is significant of the caliber and



e
character of those leaders, On the contrary, the leadere of the
Soeialist Party have been in the forefront of the fight since
the beginning. They have not shirked responsibility or ite
consequences, They have not run away to week safety for
themeelves and let the government vent its hatred upon obsgcure

and unknown members, They have made and will continue to make
_\.Q,...{_)r S e s iE S

the fight for international soclalism wi%
b\."-"\-r w‘m [ & - ',I.‘:\S-’__(,\ oA :‘4
to endure/\whate?er persecution or punishment

they receive for the sake of their prinoiples,uw Gids Lo @ais sltfur
Ly ww:}::x;w\iu-a vty ng o
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* Youre for International Socialiem,

OB:EL, Exeocutive Secretary.
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