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INTRODUCTION

AT the close of the Communist trial the judge at the
Old Bailey summoned seven of his prisoners to choose
between a six months’ sentence and the opinions
expressed in this book. They are, if we must read
this summons in its literal meaning, prohibited opinions
on which the law has put its ban. If this were really
our case, then the thesis which Trotsky maintains in
these pages is established already. For we should
have to admit that even before violence had been
attempted, the mere appearance in our politics of a
tiny revolutionary party has sufficed to frighten the
ruling class out of its respect for the liberty of opinion
on which democracy is founded. It needs no energetic
exercise of the imagination to predict from this episode
what would happen if the challenge grew to a for-
midable threat.

But the battle for freedom is not yet lost. It is
precisely those of us who ditfer from Trotsky’s reading
of our inevitable destiny, who are bound in duty to
welcome the appearance of this book. If it may
come freely from the press, if it may be discussed,
as it deserves to be, with equal freedom for assent
or dissent, then, for the moment at least, the night-
mare of this trial is dissipated. Of all parties in
Great Britain, the Labour Party has the chief interest
in demanding for this ruthless attack upon itself
both liberty and attention. We can hold our faith
in the democratic approach to Socialism as a reasoned
conviction, only if the opposite opinion may be argued


















PREFACE

BRITAIN stands to-day at the turn of the road—much
more, indeed, than any other capitalist country. And
a change of direction for Britain is in large measure a
change of direction for four-fifths of the world, and at
least the beginning of a change for the fifth part,
to-day the most powerful—America. At the same
time the political development of Britain presents
great distinctive features of its own, resulting from all
her past history and in large measure standing athwart
her future path. Without encumbering our exposi-
tion with facts and figures, which the reader can easily
find for himself in books of reference or in special
investigations into Britain’s economic situation, we
have set ourselves the task of selecting and charac-
terising those historical factors and circumstances
which must define Britain’s development in the
immediate future.

It has to be borne in mind that we shall be talking
particularly of Britain, and not of the British Empire,
of the mother country, and not of the colonies and
dominions, The latter have their own lines of develop-
ment, which increasingly diverge from the lines
followed by the mother country.

Our exposition will be mainly critical and polemical.
History is made by people. The evaluation of the
vital forces making present-day history cannot but be
active in its aspect. In order to understand what the
classes, parties, and their leaders are struggling for
and what is awaiting them to-morrow, we must tear































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The Labour Revolution
By KARL KAUTSKY
Teamuateo sy H. J. STENNING
Cr. 8vo. Cloth, 71. 6d.

‘“ Extremely interesting and suggestive.”—Star.

“For all students of Labour politics and economics, the experience and
industry of this veteran will bring up new outlines of policy for con-
sideration.”"—Manchester Guardian.

The Marxian Economic Handbook and
Demy8wo. Glossary By W. H. EMMETT ., 6z,

“ The meticulous cleverness of the book is beyond question, and his
extensive correction of the earlier translators and commentators will make
considerable demands on the attention of any who may desire to put up
defences for Kerr and others in respect of their alleged misrepresen-
tation."”—Yorkshire Observer.

An End to Poverty

By FRITZ WITTELS

TransLATED FROM THE GErMAN By EDEN ano CEDAR PAUL
Cr. 8vo. 6s.

This is a brilliant exposition of the scheme for Universal Civil Service
devised by the late Josef Popper, better known by his pen-name of
Lynkeus. As a contribution to sociology it is of supreme importance.
Lynkeus held that the fundamental social problem, at the present stage
of social evolution, is to organize society in such a way as to ensure
security for all, to provide a ‘¢subsistence ”” or “ minimum " for all un-
conditionally throughout life. This could be done, he believed, by a
scheme of Universal Civil Service, replacing the Universal Military
Service of our present warlike and predatory communities. Every able-
bodied man and woman would serve for a term of years in the Minimum
Army or Subsistence Army until the minimum requisites of food, clothing,
and shelter were supplied for every member of the community for life.
After subsistence had been provided, a certain “cultural minimum "
would also be supplied—such as is already provided gratuitously by our
museums, libraries, etc.
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