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THE BERLIN AGREEMENT OF THE CHIEF
INSTIGATORS OF WAR

HE Berlin agreement concluded between Ger-

many and Japan, and with which the Italian
government is also closely linked, has its published
and unpublished sections. The published agreement
“ Concerning the Struggle against the Communist
International ” is well known, although it has
received very little interpretation in the international
press. The unpublished agreement is less known but
given more elucidation in the press. Let us first
examine the secret section of the Berlin Pact.

There are only three countries in the world, namely
Germany, Japan and Italy, where the press assure us
that no secret agreement exists. In otherscountries,
even the capitalist press immediately discovered the
existence of the unseen section of the Berlin pact and
more or less clearly interpreted it as an agreement for
a military alliance.

The government organs of the three agressor states
assured us that *“the Berlin agreement is of a
defensive and not aggressive nature” (“ Giornale
d’Italia ”) that it is “elaborated as safeguarding
peace” (* Voelkischer Beobachter ) and concluded
“ for the purpose of self-defence against Bolshevisa-
tion ” (“ Gaiko Dziho ). However, these assurances
only brought forth peals of Homeric laughter in the
international press. In this connection even such a
hoary mouthpiece of reaction as the London “Times”
mocked at the alleged “self-defence™ of Japan as
follows:

“ The tanks and bombers with which levies controlled by
the Kwantung Army are even now ravaging the Mongol
border would doubtless be described—if Tokyo could be
persuaded to mention them at all—as the instruments of
self-defence against Soviet aggression.” (‘‘ Times,”
November 18.) .

Concerning the real contents of the unpublished
military agreement, the well-informed English press
brings information of the following nature: firstly,
the exact nature of the military and technical aid
which Germany and Japan are immediately prepared
to offer each other is clearly indicated in the agree-
ment; secondly, agreement exists concerning * the
joint defence of lawful interests” with regard to
colonial expansion, including the establishment of
German and Japanese spheres of influence in the
Dutch Indies; thirdly, the agreement binds Japan and
Germany not to conclude any agreements with any
third state without the cognisance of the other party
to the agreement; fourthly, agreement has been
arrived at concerning mutual action in case of war.

Augur, a well known English journalist from the

“Times > explains the conclusion of the agreement
thus:

“ the chiefs of the Japanese army were evidently impressed
by the possibility of obtaining an almost unlimited supply
of all kinds of arms and ammunition from Germany. In
exchange they had the immense resources of raw materials
which Manchukuo represents to offer to the Germans.”
(I’Ami du Peuple, November 20, 1936.)

Undoubtedly, this is a true, though far from complete
explanation.

It is no surprise to anybody that it is precisely these
states which have found in each other suitable accom-
plices. It was precisely because Japan and Germany
wanted “to have absolutely free hands for the
purpose of carrying on their aggressive war adven-
tures ” that they left the League of Nations. Italy
already has one foot outside the League of Nations,
and is trampling down the Covenant of the League
with the other.

It is clear that it is a question of a concerted offen-
sive of fascism on the international arena. It is no
accident, moreover, that two of the plotters namely,
Germany and Italy, are the foremost fascist states,
and the third, Japan, is a semi-feudal Asiatic
monarchy, in whose politics the fascist militarists play
the decisive role. There are no other countries in the
world where such black reaction, such outrageous,
bloody terror, such inhuman exploitation of the
working people is to be found. There are no other
countries where from day to day such unbridled
chauvinism is encouraged by the state organs, where
the ruling clique carry on such unheard of slander
against other peoples, whose land they want to
plunder. The rulers of these countries are real fascist
robbers, prepared to seize everything that is not kept
under lock and key.

It is perfectly obvious that the German Govern-
ment is the ring-leader of this monstrous plot of
fascist robbers. The famous pamphlet of the Japan-
ese War Ministry clearly reveals the extent to which
even the ruling bodies in Japan closely connect their
criminal war plans with the task of the complete
fascisation of the state system. In this pamphlet we
find the following :

“ The war to come will be a symphony of armed forces,
economic power and an ideological war, Therefore, it is
essential in advance, already now in peace times, to create
a totalitarian system of state, which will ensure the full
development of all the forces of the state. It is essential
that all the forces of the country should be strained, what-
ever the sacrifices which have to be made, in order to en-
deavour to predetermine the outcome of the future war by
one mighty blow at the very beginning of the war.”
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See what leaps these robbers are preparing to take!
And now they have concluded an agreement for joint
preparations for these criminal plans and for their
joint operation. It is quite comprehensible why it
was impossible to publish such an agreement, and it
is equally understandable that some sort of * ideologi-
cal ” covering had to be concocted for it. They
reckoned, of course, that it would be impossible to
say openly : that they had entered into a bloc for
mutual support of their rapacious plans both in the
East and in the West, for the seizure not only of the
territories of China, Spain, and the Soviet Union, but
also of various possessions of Great Britain, America,
Holland, etc. And so they said that they had entered
into a bloc not at all for purposes of war and expan-
sion, but only for the struggle against Communism.
See what an excellent cover!

Only serious people do not believe this, the more
so since the talkative friends of the fascist plotters
have already given away the secret. For instance,
M. Sigemori Tadasi commented on the conclusion of
the Berlin pact in the December number of the
“ Sekai Tisiki,” a Japanese reactionary magazine, by
giving the following frank information concerning
the military policy of fascist Germany :

“In the West, the guns of National-Socialist Ger-
many are trained against France, in the East they menace
the Soviet Union. But Germany knows that it is extremely
disadvantageous for her to fight at one and the same time
against France and against the Soviet Union. Therefore,
she is striving to destroy the Franco-Soviet pact.

‘“ Germany is first and foremost striving to separate from
the Soviet Union France, Czechoslovakia and other coun-
tries with which the Soviet Union has friendly relations,
and to isolate the latter completely. Then it wants to have
as its allies, Poland, Italy, Rumania and Finland, and
together with them . . . start a campaign against the Soviet
Union. In preparing to realise its extensive plans for the
seizure of the Ukraine, Germany is attacking Communism
as the most deadly enemy of world culture.”

As can be seen, the last phrase of this fascist author
gives a quite definite explanation of the reason why
German fascism depicts Communism as “the most
deadly enemy of world culture ”: it wants to seize
the Ukraine, and the Communists are against that.
Therein lies the crime of Communism, from the view-
point of fascist “ world culture > !

Moreover, Communism is not only determinedly
against the seizure of the Ukraine, but in general
against all the * extensive aggressive plans,” of which
the fascist aggressor is so passionately fond. Hence
the declaration of war against Communism, and the
triumphant invitation to all capitalist states to adhere
to the Berlin * anti-Communist pact.”

An enticing bait, but few willing to be caught by it.
England immediately replies: no thanks, not for us!
France recalls the fact mentioned by Hitler’s Japan-
ese friend, that “ the guns of National Socialist Ger-
many are trained against France.” Czechoslovakia

feels like the man who, offering one finger to the
devil, fears that he will tear away from her not only
North Bohemia, but endangers her very life. The
Polish bourgeoisie is hesitating ; true, it is not loth
to make something out of participating in Hitler’s
war “against Communism,” but fears the conse-
quences, not only of defeat, but of Hitler’s troops
over-running Poland.

Perhaps the United States will take part .in the
Berlin anti-Communist concilium ? It hardly looks
like it. Why ? Not only because of the fact that in
this hazardous enterprise, the dishonest participants
want to earn something at the expense of the Ameri-
cans (the Philippines and America’s Chinese interests),
but also because of the sober political estimate of the
American Conservatives. Their reasons were most
frankly expressed by Walter Lippman, a columnist
of a leading Republican newspaper, “ The New York
Herald Tribune ”:

“Tt is a curious paradox that the governments which
talk the loudest about saving the world from Com-
munism are the same governments which are openly
intent upon disrupting the existing order of things in
the world. These three pretended champions of
conservatism, authority and the rights of property
have since 1931 been the leaders of a movement to
unsettle boundaries, overthrow governments, break
up empires, and to undermine the prestige of the
powers whose prime intent is the preservation of law
ang order in the world.

“They have smashed the League. They have
smashed the agreements in the Pacific. They have
started wars of conquest. They have fomented re-
bellion in China, in Austria, in Spain. They have
done their best to impair the authority of the British
Empire and of France. They have pursued a policy
of economic nationalism which even Dr. Schacht calls
medieval. - They have obstructed and drawn away
from any kind of agreement—political, economic,
financial, monetary—designed for restoring peace and
prosperity and to quiet the forces of social unrest.
And then they ask mankind to believe that they are
the defénders of law and order.”

“ New York Herald Tribune,” November 28, 1936.

It is reasoning of this kind, apparently, that makes
many English Conservatives refuse to take part in
the Berlin anti-~Communist bloc. The “ Times” ex-
pressed this briefly and precisely in a statement which
said that if anti-Bolshevism leads to war, it also leads
to Bolshevism.

Indisputably, a weighty argument !

Thus, so far the fascist instigators of war have not
managed to obtain the participation of other coun-
tries in the Berlin Pact. This is the first positive
point. Secondly, they have not succeeded in hiding
the existence of their military agreement for mutual
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support for their plans of expansion. That is also
important.

But it still remains a fact that the chief instigators
of war, Germany and Japan, have concluded a defin-
ite pact for a military alliance, and with which Italy
is also closely connected. This signifies a tremendous
increase in the menace of world war.

The extent to which this sharpens the already tense
international situation both in Europe and in the Far
East is quite clear. For Germany and Italy are al-
ready fighting jointly in Spain, and Japan is already
fighting in China. Now they will endeavour on the
basis of their mutual support, to extend these military
operations over a wider expanse.

The mutual terms of agreement and the establish-
ment of military and technical collaboration will now
increase their aggression and adventures on all sides,
as well as their feverish preparations for a “ big war.”

Besides this, it would be a great mistake to think
that they have ceased, or will cease, to fight to get the
support of other countries for their * extensive ” mili-
tary plans. It must not for a moment be forgotten
that they have their agents, their direct or indirect
allies, in almost all countries of the world, whose
activities they will urge forward with all their might.

This part of their work in the different countries
is part of the realisation of the published part of the

Berlin Pact.
* * * *

The published agreement concerns not only Ger-
many and Japan, but all the other capitalist countries.
In its text, it definitely talks about all the states in
which, as the German and Japanese governments
“are convinced,” the “toleration exercised towards
the interference of the Comintern in the home affairs
of the state” is a menace to their “ internal peace
and social welfare.” In view of this, the German
and Japanese governments have now come to an
agreement to afford aid to these other states in the
work of destroying all forms of “ toleration towards
the interference of the Comintern,” in order to pro-
tect their “ internal peace and social welfare.”

It is not surprising that they immediately receive
the following answer from the other countries : We
didn’t ask for your aid, and we don’t want it. How-
ever, this answer did not in the slightest degree em-
barrass such people as these “high contracting
parties.” And what if they didn’t and do not ask !
Neither did the Chinese government ask for Japanese
aid “against the Communists”; on the contrary,
they earnestly asked that no aid whatever should be
sent. But the aim of the fascist policy in interna-
tional affairs consists precisely in forcing the unwill-
ing (or hesitating) states to accept German, Japanese
or Italian “aid against Communism.” It is this
that constitutes the chief aim of the published section
of the Berlin Pact. -

It stands to reason that they could not write about
it quite openly in the published text. But is it diffi-
cult to see this Berlin interference in the internal
affairs of other countries in, for example, paragraph
(b) of the Supplementary Protocol to the main agree-
ment which runs:

‘“ The competent authorities of the two High Contract-
ing States will within the framework of the existing laws
take severe measures against those who, at home or abroad,
are engaged directly or indirectly in the service of the Com-
munist International or promote its subversive activities.”

It follows therefore from this article of the agree-
ment that the German and Japanese governments
agree to adopt, through their subordinates, * severe
measures ” not only in Germany and Japan, but also
outside these countries, i.e., in other countries, and
not only against Communists, but also against all
who even indirectly * promote” the work of the
Communist International. Well, there are not a few
such people ! Not counting the Soviet Union, where
the masses of the people as a whole “indirectly
promote ” the work of the Communist International,
there are many millions of working people in other
countries of the world as well who are directly or in-
directly promoting our work. There are still more
people everywhere whom the fascists call * promoters
of the Comintern ™ or ““ are engaged in the service of
the Comintern ” directly, for the simple reason that
they do not want to help fascism. For example, in
France, all the supporters of the People’s Front, i.e.,
a tremendous majority of the population, obviously
belong to this category of people against whom the
Berlin Pact threatens to use “ severe measures.” It
is extremely characteristic that the periodical of the
Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs (“ Gaiko
Dziho ”) is already asserting that even ‘ among the
officials of the League of Nations there is a large
number of people who are sympathisers if not mem-
bers of the parties of the Third International.”

But not only in Geneva and in France, but in all
capitalist countries without exception, the fascists in
their struggle against other parties and political
leaders try in general to scare them by depicting them
‘*“as persons in the service of the Comintern > or, at
any rate, “ persons indirectly assisting the work of
the Comintern.” The fascists in Berlin know this best
of all, and it is precisely for this reason that they wrote
in this way in their agreement, so as to give reasons
in a truly fascist manner for their constant inter-
ference in the political life of other countries.

The “ Manchester Guardian” commented on this
quite correctly and stated: —

* Taking ‘severe measures’ against those who, ‘indirectly,’
¢ further or promote’ the Third International might, if
needed, cover anything from intervention in Spain to an

open attack on Czecho-Slovakia or North China.”—
Manchester Guardian, 26.11.36.

Thus it appears that the published agreement has
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not merely one function, but two: it is not only a
cover for the secret military pact, but also an agree-
ment for constant political struggle by the Berlin
bloc inside other countries for the creation of war
conditions most favourable for these fascist agressors.
This is its second function !

The influential Conservative “ Daily Telegraph ™
recently wrote:

‘“If the new pact against Communism involves no
obligations other than those publicly undertaken, its main
mischief is that of a fresh obstacle to international agree-
ment for peace.””—Telegraph, November, 26th.

The whole point is that a bloc has been formed by
the Berlin Pact, which aims to destroy every oppor-
tunity of there being any effective international
agreement concluded to maintain peace. It is pre-
cisely the efforts to effectively safeguard peace,
primarily these efforts, which are labelled “ Commun-
ism > by the Berlin plotters, or, at any rate, * indirect
assistance in the work of the Communist Interna-
tional.” And we by no means conceal the fact that
the work of the Communist International to-day is
first and foremost a struggle to maintain peace, in
spite of all the intrigues of the fascist aggressors.

Comrade Molotov, at the recent Congress of Sov-
iets stated this very clearly:

“In a sense even a plot against peace can be called
¢ the struggle against Communism.” But in that case one
must be consistent and say what actually is taking place:
in the conditions which exist to-day, fascism with its allies
constitute the programme of war, while Communism and the
U.S.S.R. constitute the programme of peace.”

The fascists are afraid of our programme, they
are so afraid that they dare not say a word about the
slogans for which we, Communists, are fighting every
day in all the capitalist countries. In all the coun-
tries where the fascists are not in power, they them-
selves are feverishly plotting, and in the countries
where the fascists are in power, they are plotting on a
world scale, and at the same time they are trying to
depict the Communists as stupid plotters !

The first act of Hitler and Goering when they
came to power was to stage a “ Communist putsch ”:
they required for this purpose the burning of the
Reichstag and the Leipzig Trial where they tried to
“prove” a putschist attempt on the part of the
Communists. But it turned out to be an unheard-of
scandal on a world scale for them, and meant the
complete failure of their fascist plan. In France, of
late, the fascists and their allies have been creating
sensations almost every two weeks about the coming
“ Communist uprising.” Oh ! how they would like
the Communists to take the road of putschism !
Only they wait in vain ! The Communists know that
they would then present no obstacle to the fascist
enemies of the people. For the Communists want to
bar the way effectively against both a fascist coup

d’etat and against war. Therefore the French Com-
munists, like all the other sections of the Communist
International, are to-day concentrating all their efforts
upon mobilising the masses of the people for the
struggle in defence of democracy and peace.

This is the real policy of Communism at present.
It is quite comprehensible that the fascist war incen-
diaries are infuriated by this fact and are creating
blocs for “anti-Communist Struggle,” for all their
extensive war plans are threatened with failure.

But it must be borne in mind that they will increase
the work of their agents and allies in all countries
wherever they can. It is not for nothing that they
have now created a “ permanent commission for
struggle against the Comintern ” on the basis of the
Berlin Pact, i.e., an international state centre of the
Berlin bloc for work in other countries.

This Berlin centre will incite imperialist elements
everywhere to struggle against the foundations of the
policy of peace, against all measures of collective
security and against the League of Nations.

The Berlin centre will seek to strengthen the posi-
tions of its allies in the armies and fleets of other
countries, especially of France, Belgium, Poland,
Czechoslovakia and Rumania, in order to paralyse
the defence of these countries against the Hitler in-
vasion or to bind hand and foot those of its allies
(Poland, Austria,) who show hesitating tendencies.

At the same time the Berlin centre will still further
increase the campaign of lies and slanders against
the Soviet Union in all capitalist countries, using for
the purpose the known readiness of the majority of
the capitalist newspapers and a number of social
democratic newspapers, to spread all kinds of anti-
Soviet “ sensations ” and the more willingly, the more
monstrous they are. How many times, for instance,
during the last three months, have the canards of
Goebbels appeared in the press about “ bloody
battles between the Red Army men and the troops
of the OGPU,” about “the arrest of thousands of
Red Army men in the Ukraine,” etc.

The Berlin centre in all the countries of bourgeois
democracy will ignite the fire of fascist struggle
against democracy and parliamentarism. It will
spread the foulest slander everywhere against the best
advocates of democracy and peace, and organise
groups of bandits, which will not only make attempts
upon their lives, but, in individual cases, will adopt
the ““strict measures” provided for in the Berlin
agreement. Even during the last few years there
have been not a few terrorist acts in Europe, com-
mitted with the direct or indirect assistance of Berlin,
for the purpose of destroying the “ toleration  mani-
fested by the given state towards Marxism.

The Berlin centre will use all means at its disposal
to inspire preparations for fascist uprisings in the
countries neighbouring on Germany. An illustra-
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tion of this is to be seen in the campaign “ against
the Bolshevisation of Czechoslovakia™ and the
already begun secret arming of Henlein’s guards.
The “ technical collaboration ”” between the agents of
Hitler and the French and Belgian fascists also point
in this direction. If Hitler considered distant Spain
“an ideal arena of struggle against the Marxists,” as
bourgeois journalists from Berlin inform us, then it
is easy to understand how much more of the forces
of the state and other means he is prepared to mobi-
lise to convert France, Belgium or Czechoslovakia
into a similar ““ ideal arena.”

The Berlin and Rome Governments, using the ser-
vices of the local reactionaries, have already set in
motion all their “ strict measures ” in Spain. We are
all well aware of the nature of these measures. But
they have not yet obtained their booty. It was not
difficult for them to deal with the population in the
rear using Hitler methods; they killed even women
and children by the thousand. But at the front they
are finding it difficult. Madrid is being heroically
defended. The Spanish Republic is not conquered.
The Spanish people have not capitulated. They have
not been scared away by the invasion even of
German and Italian troops of occupation. They love
freedom, that is understandable; but how are we to
explain the fact that they are in a position to defend
their freedom so wonderfully against all these
violators?

They are in a position to do this because they have
united their scattered ranks in one united anti-fascist
people’s front. An example for others to take!

* * * * *

The movement for a united working class and the
united People’s Front against fascism and the war
danger is developing, true, by overcoming great diffi-
culties, but at a steady pace. No more than eighteen
months have passed since Comrade Dimitrov, at the
Seventh Congress of the Communist International,
pronounced these guiding slogans, which are deter-
mined by the whole of the present position of the
working people of the capitalist world, yet already
to-day serious changes and successes on the road to
establishing a united front of the working people are
to be found in a number of countries.

Without doubt, the Berlin agreement is also a
reflection of a certain feeling of alarm among the
fascist warmongers concerning the growth of the
mass movement of the united proletarian and
people’s front. Regarding this growth as a special
menace to their own war plans, they openly
announce that they have concluded an agreement
against the Communist International and against all
those directly or indirectly assisting its work.

The Berlin pact is clearly directed against the
movement of the united People’s Front. It is calcu-
lated to scare away the petty-bourgeois organisations

and prevent them from taking part in the anti-fascist
struggle with the Communists. However, there is no
doubt that the indignation caused by the conclusion
of this aggressive pact, which clearly menaces uni-
versal peace and the independence of free peoples,
will be a strong impetus in the direction of a further
upward swing of the People’s Front movement.

For the very fact that this pact has been concluded
most clearly refutes the constant arguments and
prevarications of the opponents of the united front.

What now can those people say who pointed to
Hitler’s declarations of peace at the same time assert-
ing that we were exaggerating the danger of war?
Or what now can those people say who sought refuge
under the wing of “ neutrality,” imagining that war
does not menace the neutral countries, as Hitler has
promised to “localise war”? For it now transpires
that the bloc of fascist aggressors intends to wage
war simultaneously on two, and perhaps three, con-
tinents, i.e., to ignite such a world conflagration that
not a single country will be able to maintain its
neutrality or remain secure. In England, for example,
up to now many have been dreaming of isolating
Western Europe from the hearth of war by means of
a special “ fireproof ” agreement exclusively for the
countries of Western Europe. But now even Eden
has come to understand, as he expressed it in his last
speech, that even England cannot live in security in a
Western European glasshouse.

What can the cowardly “democrats” now say
who supported the position of “not resisting the
evil ”? For they tried to replace the People’s Front
policy, the policy of people’s resistance against the
advancing aggressor, by a policy of constant conces-
sions. By means of such a capitulating policy they
proposed to “tame the beast,” i.e., they hoped to
prevent Hitler from concluding a dangerous military
alliance and from taking further aggressive steps.
And this only made Hitler more insolent, and the
military alliance, which they feared so much, now
exists. Why did these woe-begotten democrats refuse
to believe when Comrade Dimitrov wrote:

“It is not true that the policy of constantly yielding
to the demands of the Fascist war-mongers by the League
of Nations and by various countries (Great Britain, France,
Belgium, etc.) can help to preserve peace. The workers
have not forgotten that at one time in the international
policy of Germany, it was precisely the concessions and
capitulation to attacking Fascism which paved its way to
power. In the international arena, a similar capitulatory
policy sets the hands of militant Fascism free to make an
attack.”

-—Dimitrov, The United Front of the Struggle for
Peace, K.I., No. 5., May 1936.

Of course, the Berlin agreement will now still
further increase the insolence of the aggressive
powers, who always relied upon blackmail and up to
now have achieved much. Now even the British
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bourgeoisie are beginning to fear this, judging by
what the Times writes: —

“ The chief effects to be apprehended from the alliance
are a greater liberty of manoeuvre (and probably an acces-
sion of ebullience) for Herr Hitler in Europe and for
the Japanese fighting services in the Far East.”—Times,
November 26 1936.

That is true, but who else but the British Govern-
ment has been particularly encouraging the “ acces-
sion of ebullience” of Hitler and Japanese mili-
tarism? It is now clear that the fascist aggressors
have decided to fight for world hegemony. And
such monstrous adventurism on their part was en-
couraged by the rotten conciliatory attitude of Great
Britain, France and America, the feebleness of the
peace policy of the League of Nations and, to no less
extent, by the disgraceful resistance shown by the
leaders of the Second and Amsterdam Internationals
against the establishment of the united front of the
international proletariat.

Finally, what now will those cranks say who, for
example in France, seeing the menacing danger of
war, were so scared by the danger that they insisted
upon refusing to pursue a consistent People’s Front
policy in defence of peace?

First of all they were afraid that France would be
threatened by war if she applied sanctions against
fascist Germany, which had violated its international
obligations by militarising the Rhineland; and so
Germany went unpunished. Then they began to be
afraid that France would be menaced by war because
of the hostility displayed by German fascism towards
the Soviet Union, and almost accused the Com-
munists of provoking “ war in defence of the Soviet
Union.” . .. Then they were again scared that
Germany would start war against France because of
her normal relations with the lawful government of
Spain, and they not only demanded, but obtained
“ non-intervention ” in the affairs of Spain, which
was tantamount to a blockade of the Spanish
Republic.

And what now will those panic-mongers say, when
they see that it is precisely the fact that one incident
after another has been passed over unpunished that
has encouraged German fascism to still further acts
of aggression, including a military plot together with
Japanese militarism and Italian fascism? Now the
menace of war has increased considerably for France
as well, and precisely because France did not
counter-act German aggression by pursuing a con-
sistent policy in defence of universal peace, by
creating an effective guarantee of collective security.

The conclusion to be drawn is clear. All friends
of peace must unite to resist the insolent war
instigators.

It is not resistance to the aggressors which leads to

war, but capitulation before them by the supporters
of peace. The existence of the Berlin pact illustrates
this most clearly.

Of course, this plot against universal peace is not
an illustration of the growing strength of those who
took part in it. On the contrary, it shows that the
instability of the internal situation, economic and
social, is already strongly pressing upon the fascist
rulers of Germany and Japan. * Fascism 1s a fierce,
but an unstable, power.” (Dimitrov.) It is precisely
for this reason that the fascists are seeking some way
out through foreign adventures. And not wishing to
risk an isolated attack upon other peoples, they have
formed their own military alliance.

The plans of this military bloc will be smashed if
only the supporters of peace, through a mighty, mass
anti-war movement, will firmly decide to force both
the League of Nations and the governments of the
different capitalist countries to adopt serious
measures at last to defend peace.

In his conversation with Mr. Roy Howard, Com-
rade Stalin said:

““ The friends of peace can work openly. They rely on
the power of public opinion. They have at their command
instruments like the League of Nations, for exampie. This
is where the friends of peace have the advantage. Their
strength lies in the fact that their activities against war are
backed by the will of the broad masses of the people.
There is not a people in the world that wants war. As
for the enemies of peace, they are compelled to work
secretly. That is where the enemies of peace are at a dis-
advantage.”

—Interview between J. Stalin and Roy Howard,
March 1 1936.

The supporters of peace are many. Over 4,000
delegates from 35 countries representing hundreds of
millions of supporters of peace took part in the
Brussels Peace Congress in September, 1936. The
Youth Peace Congress in Geneva also represented
organisations which cover tens of millions of mem-
bers. In all countries of the world, including also the
fascist countries, the masses of the people are in
favour of preserving peace. Even the bourgeois
states, big and small, are, in the majority of cases,
interested in preserving peace to-day. It is quite pos-
sible for them to create such guarantees of peace that
no country will find enough resolution to begin war.
But they must be forced to do so while it is not too
late.

The more the fascists collect their forces for a
criminal attack against peace and the freedom of the
peoples, the more necessary does it become to
develop a united front of many millions of workers,
peasants and working intellectuals against the fascist
instigators of war.

This is the urgent, tremendous task of all honest
friends of peace and first and foremost a matter of
honour for all Communists. May the self-sacri-
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ficing, incessant struggle of the Communists of all
countries on the front of peace bring the broad
masses of the people to the conviction that since the
chief instigators of the world war can only achieve
their aims through trying to smash the working-class

movement, delivering blows at democracy and direct-
ing the sharp edge of their struggle * against the
Comintern,” then the policy of a united People’s
Front pursued by the Comintern deserves the
support of the people.

FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE PEOPLE AND
THE REPUBLIC”®

By K. GOTTWALD

THE ASSAULT ON SPAIN—AN ATTACK
AGAINST PEACE AND DEMOCRACY

N the first place concerning the events in Spain.

The intervention of the fascist states, Germany and
Italy, against the legal government of Spain has
lasted already more than four months.

It began with a military insurrection of the fascist
generals against the legal government. But, from its
very inception, the insurrection was organised in
agreement with other fascist states, in the first place
with Germany and Italy. These two countries have
also from the very beginning supplied their putschist
proteges with all the necessary war materials, money
and men. The democratic states, above all England
and France, have stuck their heads in the sand like
ostriches and given themselves up to the fiction of
“ non-interference.” And now Berlin and Rome
have crowned their intervention policy, carried out
from the very beginning, by recognition, in com-
pliance with all formalities, of the “ government ” of
Franco. Thus everybody sees at present that it is in
reality Hitler and Mussolini who are carrying on war
in Spain for the purpose of destroying the indepen-
dence of Spain for the purpose of dividing up this
country among themselves, of turning it into their
colony and of making of it the basis for further . . .
(cut out by the censor) assaults on world peace and
world democracy.

If Japan began the redivision of the world in the
Far East, in Manchuria and China, if Italy continued
in Africa, in Abyssinia, this redivision of the world,
then Germany and Italy are attempting now to carry
on this work of redivision of the world directly in
Europe, in Spain, under the very noses of the demo-
cratic great powers.

The military intervention of the fascist states in

* Speech of Comrade Gottwald delivered December 1,
1936 in the Parliament in Prague in the discussion on the
State budget. This speech is reproduced here according to
the text published in “ Rude Prawo,” with parts of the speech
cut out by the official censor.

Spain reveals the new fascist methods of conquering
and subjugating foreign territories . . . (cut out by the
censor). A merry war is carried on under someone
else’s flag, under someone else’s name, without
declaring war, without setting in motion one’s own
army. And in addition to all that, they are even
posing as holy innocents, for they even sign the
“ neutrality ” pact . . . (cut out by the censor).

Czechoslovakia, too, is greatly interested in
making such things impossible, if for no other reason
than to save itself from becoming the victim of a
similar assault on the part of the Third Empire.
Czechoslovakia has a keen interest in seeing Hitler
defeated in Spain, for otherwise it would very soon
be our turn.

It is no accident that Goebbels, in his stupid, lying,
but stubborn and persistent propaganda, charac-
terised Czechoslovakia as a strategic “ starting-point
for the assault of Bolshevism ” in Central Europe. It
is well known that Hitler has in Czechoslovakia his
Francos and his Molas in the Henlein leaders. It is
no secret that this group is persistently endeavouring
to create in the German territories of our Republic a
mass psychosis of civil war. We, all of us, are also
well acquainted with the filthy campaign of the
German Empire radio (Reichsrundfunk) against
Czechoslovakia, with the description of every
broken-up meeting of the Henlein crowd as Bol-
shevik disturbances in Czechoslovakia. I have here
a letter from Trautenau. Our comrades write
therein: —

“On November 13 there was a Party meeting in
Trautenau where Comade Trapp spoke about the
tasks of the Communist Party in the present situa-
tion and about the defence of the Republic. He
treated these questions thoroughly in connection with
the necessity of creating the united front and the
people’s front. He spoke further of the danger
threatening the Republic from the inner fascist forces
and the danger of an assault by fascist states on the
Republic. The meeting of the Party membership was
unanimous in the opinion that we must defend the
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Republic against a fascist attack. This shows the
character of that meeting and the way it was con-
ducted. At the entrance to the hall there sat Mr.
Streitenberger, the leader of the German Students’
Party of Trautenau, and he listened to the speeches
for hours. On November 17 the paper Die Zeit
published a report that in Trautenau a meeting of
Communists had taken place where a Communist
member of Parliament spoke about preparations for
civil. war. On November 23 the Breslau German
broadcasting station (Rundfunk) already brought this
news in the following form: The Communist Party
of Czechoslovakia is making preparations for civil
war, is holding meetings all over the country; on
November 13 in Trautenau such a meeting was held
where a Communist member of Parliament incited to
civil war.”

Here you have it: a Communist membership meet-
ing where the question of the defence of the Republic
is discussed, is described by the German radio centre
(Reichsrundfunk) on the basis of lying reports from
the Henlein as Communist preparations for civil war
in Czechoslovakia.

TO-DAY MADRID—TO-MORROW PRAGUE;
TO-DAY BURGOS—TO-MORROW EGER'!
It is known, and it is no Goebbels’ invention, but

a fact, that the Henlein party is organising secret or
variously masked shock brigades, is carrying on
systematic military field training and is maintaining
close contact with the shock brigades of the “ Third
Empire.” And who under these circumstances can
doubt that one fine day the “ Third Empire” can
organise a putsch in Czechoslovakia, that, under the
pretext of saving Europe from Bolshevism, it can
support the putschists, and under this transparent
pretext it can carry out a military intervention in
Czechoslovakia? If fascist Germany recognises the
Burgos “ government ” to-day, then it may recognise
to-morrow some “ government” in Asch or Eger.
And if to-day Madrid is reduced to ruins, is destroyed
by German bombs, how can we be sure that to-
morrow a similar fate may not strike Prague?

If this is the way matters stand, then we cannot
pass over in silence the attitude of Czech reaction to
the Spanish events. The gentlemen like Vrany,
Kahanek, Stoupal, Stribrny and Kramer were from
the very beginning backing the Spanish putschists
and their foreign protectors.

The important fact is that in Czech politics, parties,
groups and individuals who approve of the general
putsch against the legal democratic government, who
applaud the unheard-of beastly acts of the fascists
and who become enthusiastic at the news of the
murder of thousands upon thousands of democrats
and republicans and . . . (cut out by the censor). It
is clear that these people are thereby placing them-

selves in the pillory. It is clear that the mark of Cain
is branded on their forehead, and that they should
be thrown out from the midst of decent people, so
that every decent person should shun them like the
plague.

These Czechish Moroccans and Berbers stand by
their Spanish colleagues, although they know that
behind them stands Hitler, the arch-enemy of
Czechoslovakia and of the Czech people, although
they know that it is in reality Hitler who is carrying
on war against the rightful Spanish Government,
although they know that an eventual victory of
Hitler in Spain would mean a mortal danger for
Czechoslovakia. Is it not clear that these- people,
these Czech Moroccans are themselves signing cer-
tificates of their state treason?

As to the official policy of the Czechoslovakian
Government in Spanish affairs, it must be said that
this policy, on the one hand, is influenced by the
terror of these Czech Moroccans and, on the other
hand, reminds one of the ostrich policy. It is an
outrage, when, under the pressure of these Czech
Moroccans, collections of funds are prohibited for
the Spanish democracy as well as all other mani-
festations of solidarity with Spain. And it is incon-
ceivable that the Czechoslovakian Government up
till now has not joined in the initiative of the Soviet
Union, aiming at making the military intervention of
the fascist states impossible, and at enabling the
rightful government of Spain to secure its inter-
national rights.

SIX DEMANDS TO THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN
GOVERNMENT CONCERNING ITS ATTITUDE
ON THE SPANISH QUESTION

We base ourselves on the opinion of the over-
whelming majority of the population when we
demand of the Czechoslovakian Government that,
firstly, Czechoslovakia should support the initiative
of the Soviet Union on the Spanish question;
secondly, it should enter an official protest against
the intervention of Germany and Italy in Spain and
against the bombardment of Madrid; thirdly, it should
accord to the governmen of Spain all rights belong-
ing to it as the rightful government, recognised by
Czechoslovakia; fourthly, it should support the
demand of Spain concerning the convening of an
extraordinary session of the League of Nations and
the declaration of Germany and Italy as the aggres-
sors; fifthly, collections of funds for Spain and all
manifestations of solidarity with the Spanish Repub-
lic should be permitted; and, finally, we propose that
the Czechoslovakian Parliament should vote to give
an expression of sympathy and solidarity with the
Cortes of Spain, with the Spanish Republican Gov-
ernment and with the heroic defenders of Madrid.
(Applause of the Communist Deputies.)
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GERMAN-JAPANESE MILITARY ALLIANCE

The second question of an international political
character about which we must speak in the debate
on the budget concerns the German-Japanese war
agreement. For the outside world this agreement is
declared to be an agreement against the Comintern.
Some people say that one must say the Soviet Union
instead of the Comintern. There surely are in
Czechoslovakia some “ wise men” who will say:
“ Whether it is now against the Comintern or against
the Soviet Union makes no difference. In any case
we are out of it, for it does not concern us at all.”
The fact is that neither the Comintern nor the Soviet
Union require anybody to worry about them. They
can take care of themselves. But all these naive
people, who trust the words of Hitler, should realise
that the recent German-Japanese agreement is in
reality directed against all non-fascist states, that
Hitler, over the heads of Bolshevism and of the
Soviet Union, is in reality aiming at them. For it s
quite clear that Hitler decided to introduce military
service not against the Comintern, and least of all
was it necessary for him to conclude against the
Comintern any kind of military agreement with
Japan and various secret pacts with Italy. And the
Comintern is not a state with its own territory, with
its own armies, a state against which it is possible to
go to war and in a block with some other states at
that. Hitler is indeed insultingly underestimating
here the intelligence of the whole world when he
declares his war agreement with Japan to be an
agreement against the Comintern.

So far as the Soviet Union is concerned it is clear
that the German-Japanese agreement is directed also
against it.

But as to the Soviet Union there is a little hitch. A
desire and appetite for the Soviet Union both Hitler
and Japan certainly have in plenty. Oh, if it all
depended only on wishes! There is no lack of
wishes. There is more than enough of them. Did
not the fox in the fable also have a keen desire for
grapes? But it is indisputable that the Soviet grapes
are hanging altogether too high, and that they are
devilishly sour for this fascist fox, who would like
to steal them.

(Deputy Knorre, in German: “It is not advisable
to climb too high. One may then fall very far! ™)
Yes, Hitler’s dreams are running altogether too high.
It is therefore no wonder that the disappointing
fascist fox is seeking compensation elsewhere.

And, indeed, it is enough to refresh our memory
about some facts of recent years. Let us take the
Japanese, for example. For a good many years
already the Japanese have been saving civilisation in
the Far East from Bolshevism. This is well known,
is it not? For a good many years already the
Japanese have been persuading America and England

that it is the mission of the Japanese, and of the
Japanese alone, to drive the Soviet Union away from
the shores of the Pacific Ocean. “ Give us free play,
Uncle Sam and Mr. John Bull,” they say, “and we
will tackle the Soviets.” And meanwhile? Mean-
while the nice little Japanese have grabbed Man-
churia, Inner Mongolia, some Chinese provinces and
are sinking their teeth deeper and deeper into the
hide—of whom? Of England and America again!
Why are they acting thus? Maybe they have lost
their appetite for the Soviet Far East?

Surely not! Far from it! They have not lost
their appetites. But in China the path is more or less
free, while on the Soviet border, on the Amur river,
Bluecher’s famous Far Eastern Red Army is stand-
ing, and it surely commands the respect of the
Japanese.

Or let us have a look at Mussolini. That’s another
one of the old “savers of civilisation from Bol-
shevism.” He has been saving civilisation from
Bolshevism over and over again, and in the mean-
while, just in passing, he has picked up Abyssinia
and sat himself down precisely at the most important
and most vital artery of England.

And Hitler? He probably came into the world
with an anti-Bolshevik cry. His first cry was
“Down with Bolshevism! ” And to-day and every
day he dreams of devouring the Bolsheviks and the
Soviet Union, and frantically appeals to all of
Europe and to the whole world for a crusade against
the Soviet Union. Meanwhile, however, he has torn
up the Versailles Treaty, which was signed not by the
Sov.et Union but by France, England, Czecho-
slorakia, etc. He has wilfully torn up the Locarno
Tr aty which was concluded by Germany not with
the Soviet Union, but with France and England. His
troops have occupied the Rhine territory and he has
pushed his army forward not against the border of
the Soviet Union but against the frontiers of France
and Belgium. He has fortified the Rhine and threat-
ened with his long-distance cannons not Moscow but
Strassburg and Paris. He is building a thick network
of aerodromes and of great automobile highways
which lead not to Moscow, but to Paris, Brussels,
Amsterdam, Prague and Warsaw. He has wilfully
declared null and void the agreement about the inter-
nationalisation of the river traffic on the Rivers
Rhine, Elbe and Oder, and has thus injured the vital
interests, not of the Soviet Union, but among others
and to a considerable extent the vital interests of
Czechoslovakia. And finally, Hitler’s present cam-
paign in Spain is aimed not directly against the in-
terests of the Soviet Union, but against the positions
of England and France in the Atlantic Ocean and in
the Mediterranean.

Such, then, are the tactics of the fascist swastika,
hysterically crying about the Bolshevik danger. But
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since Moscow is far away, the Soviet grapes high,
and the Red Army strong, in the meanwhile let us
compensate ourselves at the expense of those who are
nearer, who are weaker and are also not so powerful.
... (Cut out by the censor.)

THE BERLIN-TOKYO AGREEMENT IS ALSO
DIRECTED AGAINST CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Czechoslovakia has a double reason for rejecting
the German-Japanese military alliance, because
Czechoslovakia too is threatened by it. The point
of this agreement, so long as it is directed theo-
retically against all non-fascist states and practically
against us, Czechoslovakia, is to be found in the
article, according to which Germany and Japan take
upon themselves the obligation to combat Bolshevism
at home and abroad. It must be stated generally that
fascist insolence and fascist cynicism know no
bounds. Never yet was the principle of non-inter-
ference in the inner affairs of another state pro-
claimed with such cynicism. . . . (Cut out by the
censor.)

Hitler reasons in the following manner: “I will
declare that this or that country, which I will select,
is a breeding place of Bolshevism. I will select, let us
say, Czechoslovakia. This country is nearest to me.
I have there more of my agents than anywhere else,
1 have there more Francos and Molas. In this
Czechoslovakia I will support, through my agents, all
possible provocations and all the vilest acts of my
people. I will distort these intrigues by the classic
methods of Goebbels into ‘ Communist plots,” and
will declare to the world that the government of
Prague has actually fallen into the hands of Bol-
shevism, that it is incapable of acting as a dam
against the Bolshevik world, and that, as a result of
that, Europe finds itself at the brink of the Bolshevik
precipice. When I will thus have everything
prepared, then with the help of my agents I will
start ‘something real’ and will announce it as
struggle against Bolshevism. As to myself, I will
pose as the saviour of Czechoslovakia and as the
saviour of European civilisation. According to the
agreement which I have with Japan, I will intervene
altogether legally ‘for the salvation of civilisation
against Bolshevism.”” Tt is in this way that this
fascist highway robber is calculating. And if some-
one, perhaps, thinks that this is a figment of the
imagination, then let him have a look at Spain.

THE RIVER TRAFFIC ON THE ELBE—A
MEANS OF PRESSURE ON CZECHOSLOVAKIA

The third international political question, which
concerns the vital interests of Czechoslovakia, is the
wilful annulment of the so-called River acts by
Germany. To begin with, this example shows anew

what value international agreements have in the eyes
of the “ Third Empire,” and internationally guaran-
teed and controlled agreements at that. This is a
lesson for all those who advise Czechoslovakia to
renounce its defence agreements with its friends and
conclude with Germany, only between Czecho-
slovakia and Germany, an agreement without any
guarantee of a third power. Hitler has already torn
up a number of agreements, which were guaranteed
by England, and everybody can figure it out for
himself how Hitler will treat an agreement not
guaranteed by anyone. Such an agreement would
clearly mean for him less than a mere scrap of paper.
And if anyone in Czechoslovakia has possibly for-
gotten this purely Hitler attitude towards pacts and
agreements, then the annulment of the River acts
could remind him of it. One can see at a first glance
that this act affects Czechoslovakia more than any
other country, because Hamburg and the River Elbe
are the main arteries for the foreign trade of Czecho-
slovakia. @ Formerly Czechoslovakia had inter-
national guarantees that Germany would not swindle
and exploit it. Formerly there were certain inter-
national obligations and international control. Now,
however, the situation is changed, because Hitler has
freed himself from international obligations and
international control on the Elbe, in Hamburg and
elsewhere; and thus Czechoslovakia, too, has lost its
international guarantees.

If Germany of to-day were not fascist Germany,
then the annulment of the international guarantees
would not be so bad for Czechoslovakia. With a

“democratic Germany, which respects agreements, it

would be possible to come to a mutual understand-
ing without any third party. As it is, however, the
situation is different, more dangerous, much more
dangerous, because the Czechoslovakian traffic on
the Elbe becomes the object for exploitation and
pressure upon Czechoslovakia on the part of the
“ Third Empire ”’; exploitation and pressure not only
on the economic field but particularly in the political
sense. It is possible for fascist Germany now, when-
ever it chooses, to take Czechoslovakia by the throat;
either you give in in such and such matter or we will
subject you to such conditions of traffic on the Elbe
that will make it hot for you. That’s the way things
stand now.

And in view of such a statement of affairs it is
incomprehensible that the government undertakes
nothing to protect the threatened interests of the
Republic. Some may say perhaps that it is not neces-
sary, since Germany has declared that in practice on
the Elbe and in Hamburg everything will remain as it
was. But where is the guarantee that Germany will
not declare something else to-morrow? Who is fool
enough to take Hitler’s word for anything and at a
moment when he has torn up the old agreements? It
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is clear that in such a case, too, the promises of the
“ Third Empire ” are not worth a penny.

WE WANT INTERNATIONAL GUARANTEES

Therefore, we propose that Czechoslovakia should
put before the League of Nations the question of the
one-sided denouncing of the River acts by Germany
and should demand international guarantees, so that
Germany should be forced to respect her obligations.
Some may say that this will not accomplish anything.
We say that this is exactly the trouble, that up to the
present time the fascist states have succeeded in
doing everything with impunity, that those affected
always only shrugged their shoulders with resignation
and declared that nothing could be done. We are
convinced that if from the very beginning proper,
determined and energetic steps had been taken the
fascists would not be so puffed up. But ordinary
common sense tells us that from the continuous
retreats before fascist provocations, which have thus
far taken place, one may not draw the conclusion
that the wisest policy is that of endless concessions.
Some day we will have to put an end to it, and it is
exactly Czechoslovakia that is in the most vital
manner interested in this.

THE INTERNATIONAL REGIME AND THE
DEFENCE OF THE REPUBLIC

I will now pass on to internal political problems.
It is clear that in a situation where the Republic is so
seriously threatened by the plots of foreign fascism
. .. (cut out by the censor), the internal regime is of
greatest importance for the defence of the Republic.
It is possible that there may yet be such people in
this parliament who, either out of short-sightedness
or evil intent will continue to strive to discredit the
positive attitude of the Communists on the question
of defence of the Republic, the attitude of one of the
strongest parties of the Republic. If, however, these
gentlemen can see farther than what is immediately
under the windows of the Secretariats of their parties,
then they must understand what it means when the
Communists commit themselves to the defence of the
Republic. And they should at last stop their naive
and foolish tricks, by means of which they are en-
deavouring, contrary to the interests of the Republic,
to discredit our positive attitude on the defence of the
Republic. Why, they ask, did not the Communists
speak of the defence of the Republic before, say ten
years ago? Why are they doing it only now?
Simply because the Republic was not threatened.
Therefore, the Communists did not speak of its
defence. To-day, however, when the Republic is in
danger, the biggest party in the government is domi-
nated by people who want to. sell the Republic to
Hitler. (Shouts of approval from Communist depu-
ties.) Why did the Communists proclaim the right of

nationalities to self-determination, including seces-
sion, and to-day they say that they will not give up a
single village to Hitler, Horthy or Pilsudski? Well,
simply because the carrying through of what the
Communists defended and proposed would have
resulted in a state of affairs in the Republic to-day
where there would be no Henlein, no Esterhazy, no
Sidor, Fencik or Wolf, nobody to flirt with Berlin,
Warsaw or Budapest. Why, they ask, do the Com-
munists vote against the State Budget, including the
budget for the army, if they really are for the defence
of the Republic? Well, simply because or, rather,
just because we want real defence of the Republic do
we vote against the proposed budget. To vote for
the budget would mean that we express confidence
in the present government, while we, and with us the
great majority of the people, have no confidence in
it. . . . (Cut out by the censor.) We should vote for
Machnik’s budget? . .. (Cut out by the censor.)
(Deputy Esner: “It is the budget of the Republic
and not Machnik’s budget! ” But Machnik domi-
nates it at the present moment. We simply place no
confidence in the present regime and our distrust is
justified in all respects.

THE GOVERNMENT LOOKS COMPLACENTLY
AT THE REFUSAL OF THE MANUFACTURERS
TO YIELD

One need not be particularly clever to understand
that a real readiness to defend the Republic with
arms in hand presupposes some degree of satisfaction
of the social and economic interests of the active par-
ticipants in this defence. In other words, it is neces-
sary to give the people work and bread if you want
to have success in demanding from the people that
they defend the Republic. But what do we see in our
country? It is a fact that the self-evident necessity
of raising the standard of living of the toiling people
is simply ignored. (An interjection by Deputy
Curik.) There are few countries in Europe where the
productivity of labour is as high as in Czecho-
slovakia, but, at the same time there are few
countries where the standard of living is as low as
ours. (Interjection by the woman deputy Mrkosova.)
What becomes of the difference? It is clear that it
is flowing into the pockets of the capitalists. When
production and the number of people employed were
shrinking the employers had the upper hand every-
where, and they demanded reductions of wages. They
claimed that we were suffering from a crisis and it
was impossible to pay such high wages. To-day
production and the number of employed are rising,
but it does not enter the head of any one of the
gentlemen employers to share with the same alacrity
the increased income with his workers. Thus we
have ‘to-day a situation where, although production
and the number of the employed are rising, and
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profits are rising, too, the subsistence level does not
rise but, on the contrary, in many cases is sinking and
the workers are compelled to-day to fight with the
employers over every miserable increase in wages to
compensate for the high prices. If one really cares
for the defence of the Republic, how can one tolerate
such a state of affairs? How can one tolerate thou-
sands and millions of people suffering from under-
nourishment, while there exists the real, material pos-
sibility for satisfying their demands? And the
government? The government does not in this case
raise a finger to bring pressure upon the manufac-
turers to compel them to yield to the moderate
demands of the workers concerning wages. (Interjec-
tion of Deputy Curik.)

One may, perhaps say that the government has no
influence on wages and their regulation, that the
government cannot dictate to the manufacturers and
tell them what wages they may or may not pay.
Well then, let us take the question of high prices. In
Czechoslovakia nearly everything is under the con-
trol of trusts. We have more than 900 trusts. All
goods are handled by the trusts. Prices of nearly all
commodities are fixed by the trusts. Everybody
curses the high prices. Even Stribrny is agitating in
his little sheet against trusts and against high prices.
The Ministers of the Cabinet speak against them.
Hodza spoke against them. In short, everybody is
against the trusts. There is in this Parliament pro-
bably not a single person who would dare to stand
up here and say: the trusts are all right and I am
also for their price policy. Well then, all are against
the trusts and the high prices. But the prices still
remain at a high level. The trusts fix high prices as
they please and the government does not interfere,
although it has the right and the legal possibility of
doing so. If, perhaps, we are told that the present
law is not sufficient, then let the government submit
to Parliament a new law against the trusts. 1 would
like to see who here in Parliament would dare to vote
against such a law. But the government does not
do so. This means that the trusts and monopolies
have in this case more influence on the government’s
decisions than the demand of the broadest sections of
the public.

THE INTERESTS OF THE MUNITION MANU-
FACTURERS ARE HIGHER THAN THOSE OF
THE REPUBLIC

Business for the munition industry is very good.
The state pays high prices for the products of this
industry, the workers are receiving miserable wages,
and for the miserable increase in wages to compen-
sate for the high cost of living the workers are com-
pelled to put up such a fight against the heavy money-
bags that it makes one indignant. The chief pur-
chaser of the products of the munition industry ig the

State. And logically the question is raised—why is
the munition industry not nationalised, why shouldn’t
the profits amassed by a Schneider, a Loewenstein
and generally by the proprietors of the Skoda Works
(Vrany, too, has some stocks), why should not all
these amassed profits be put into the treasury of the
State if they are in reality profits from State funds?
It would be both logical and useful. The State would
have the products of this industry at a lower cost, the
workers could have better wages, the taxpayers
would not have to pay so much in taxes for arma-
ments, in short, everything speaks for the necessity
for nationalising this industry.

However, just at this time we are witnessing an
unheard-of scandal. All at once the public learns
that at a time when there ‘was no money in the
treasury of the State, when money was borrowed at a
high rate of interest . . . (cut out by the censor) that
just at that time the State threw into the yawning
jaws of the Skoda Works a lump sum of 250 million
krones of government money, more than the whole
stock of the Skoda Works is worth. Nobody knew
anything about it, neither Parliament, nor the public,
nor the Commission for Savings and Control. With
such money it surely would have been possible to
directly buy up the Skoda Works. Two hundred and
fifty million Czechish krones were given, years have
passed, the State has placed orders, the Skoda Works
have delivered what was crdered, have sent bills and
so the debt of the Skoda Works was wiped out. How
could the government permit such a thing? It surely
is only because the interests of the munition manu-
facturers stand higher in the eyes of the government
than the interests of the Republic.

These few examples already show clearly that the
social and economic policy of the present govern-
ment does not correspond with the interests of the
Republic. And what shall one say, for instance,
about what the offices of the Minister of the Interior
are doing in German territories; if we consider the
whole matter from the standpoint of the defence of
the Republic? What is the Ministry of the Interior
doing in the German territories with the unemploy-
ment relief? In the German territories the district
officials and the offices of the Ministry of the Interior
are striking masses of names systematically off the
lists for Czech-cards. (These cards, named after and
introduced by the Social-Democratic Minister Dr.
Czech, entitle the unemployed to a small food
ration.) Thousands of families whose bread-winners
have already been out of work for half a year, fami-
lies who live in misery which nobody here can have
even imagined, have the last ten krone robbed from
them. On the whole, the question here is about 2
trifling sum, about a few million krones. . . . (Cut
out by the censor) (Deputy Curik: “ Everything
there was exaggerated by Dr. Czech! ) You should
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have seen it there for yourselves, how exaggerated it
is! (Deputy Dubicky: *“A revision is needed
there! ”) A revision is needed in the Ministry
of Agriculture!  (Shouting.) But listen, . you
Czech patriot gentlemen! 1f we had given for
the German territory hundreds of millions and
not the miserable Czech-cards, then it is in the
interests of the defence of the Republic. (Deputy
Dubicky: “ You will agitate there again against the
Republic! ”) . . . (Cut out by the censor.) And
people of this kind (he points at the Henlein people)
owe their existence chiefly to these and similar
methods! (Shouting.)

THE NATIONAL POLICY UPSIDE DOWN

In such and in a similar way the poor German
people are tortured and maltreated, but the fascist
swastika agitation of the Henlein chiefs is enjoying
perfect freedom. This is a national policy put
directly upside down. The German little man is irri-
tated, fooled, cheated, pursued and at the same time
the people, who are making use of his justifiable dis-
content in the interest of Hitler, are enjoying freedom
of action. We have proposed to the government
ways and means of how to secure a democratic
adjustment of relations between the Czechs and
Germans. In the coalition papers, too, they are
writing now about some adjustment; but unfortu-
nately it is only written and talked about, but nothing
is being done. And still the German question is a
vital question for the Republic. What should be
done in this respect in the interest of the defence of
the Republic? To give to the Germans what belongs
to them, to give it to them not only on paper, but in
reality, and at the same time to step strongly on the
toes of those gentlemen who believe that Hitler's
Berlin is the centre of the universe and that Goebbel’s
Ministry is the only fountain-head of wisdom. How-
ever, the Ministry of the Interior evidently has oppo-
site views on all these questions. But since the
Ministry of the Interior does not hang in the air it is
clear that ultimately and finally the whole govern-
ment is responsible for the policy of this Ministry.

THE UNITED AND PEOPLE’S FRONT IS THE
MEANS THAT WILL FORCE REACTION
TO RETREAT

These are, in my opinion, some weighty reasons,
explaining why we do not vote for the budget of the
present government. Some Socialists may reply that
they, too, are not enthusiastic over everything that is
being done by the government, that they, too, would
wish to have a different policy, but that under the
given circumstances it cannot be otherwise.

Well, according to our judgment that is not true at
all. The means to force reaction to retreat we find

in the united front and the People’s Front. We ask,
why do not the socialists employ this means? They
say: We don’t employ it in order not to irritate
reaction, in order not to irritate Vrany in Czecho-
slovakia and Hitler in Berlin. Well, but Vrany is suf-
ficiently irritated anyhow. Hitler likewise. He
cannot be still more irritated. Hitler wants to swallow
up Czechoslovakia and Vrany wants to be the com-
mander-in-chief in Czechoslovakia. Well then, how
do you want to irritate him still more? And that it
does not pay to retreat before reaction is shown by
the experiences of December, 1935, or by the experi-
ences of the months that followed. At that time, as
Stivin says, the reaction had covered up the disgrace
with the “ Cloak of Forgetfulness.” They imagined
that men like Vrany would come to their senses, if
nobody would remind them of their miscarried
putsch of December. But what does experience
show? Experience shows that the reactionaries are
at present again on top and so dangerously on top
that they are directly endangering the existence of the
Republic. What can restrain them? Only the united
working class and the middle strata of the city and
of the country acting in conjunction with the united
working class. The People’s Front is just the means
to do it.

At present the situation is such that it is more or
less the reactionary Agrarians who decide the fate
and the composition of the coalition government, the
same reactionary Agrarians who lead deputations to
Hitler in Goslar. The establishment of the united
front in our country would create such a situation
that not the fascist gentlemen of the trusts, but the
democrats, republicans and the people would deter-
mine the composition of the government. At present
the situation is such that some people are in all
seriousness thinking of the establishment of a Right
reactionary regime. The establishment of the
People’s Front would create a situation where it
would be possible to think of the establishment of a
Left regime of the people in Czechoslovakia, of the
establishment of a government of the Left, without
the supporters of gentlemen like Vrany, these agents
and allies of Hitler.

At present the opponents of the People’s Front
have still the upper hand in the leadership of the
socialist parties. Thus far they have still been able to
reject the People’s Front, although its establishment
means security for the vital interests of the Republic.
We are, however, convinced that the day is coming,
and it is coming soon, when the rank and file of the
socialist parties will break the sabotage of the
enemies of unity, and when in Czechoslovakia, too,
the People’s Front will be realised. Then the
Republic will be able to defeat all plots of our own
and foreign fascism. (Applause of the Communist
deputies.)
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THE MILITARISED ECONOMY OF GERMANY

By F. DENGEL

THE economic crisis has shaken German capitalism
to its very foundations. The big German banks,
the Deutsche Bank, the Darmstadt Bank, the Dresden
Bank, have had to close their doors and transfer to
state control ; great concerns like the Steel trust, the
big ship-owning companies of Gapag and the Nord-
Deutscher Lloyd, and dozens of other limited com-
panies have become insolvent; even before Hitler,
they were having to be “ subsidised ” out of State
means.

The crisis showed that it was precisely the tradi-
tional supporters of the extreme course, the most out
and out representatives of the theory of the dominant
role of the German race, the most reactionary sec-
tions of the bourgeoisie, who at the same time had for
a long time been also the expounders of German im-
perialism, who were now incapable of continuing
their existence without direct aid from the state,
They were those who obtained subsidy after subsidy
from the Weimar Republic and after the crash were
able to manage their affairs on state means alone ;
They were those who undermined under the Weimar
Republic.

At the meetings of Thyssen and Krupp and of the
leaders of the “ Langnamforein ” * held in the Dussel-
dorf and Koeln boards of trade, a definite plan was
fixed upon, with the leaders of the large banks.
Under the leadership of this reactionary bourgeoisie,
the Hampsburg Conference took place, and an agree-
ment was arrived at between all the reactionary and
fascist parties and organisations. They were joined
also by the Junkers (landowners) who could not be
satisfied even with presents of billions from the Wei-
mar Republic.

The reactionary bourgeoisie, having made use of
national socialist demagogy to establish fascist dicta-
torship, pushed forward towards two basic aims : the
suppression of the working class and destruction of
their organisations on the one hand, and preparations
for war for a new division of the world and to rob
the peoples of other countries, on the other.

The outrageous aggression of the most reactionary
section of the German bourgeoisie can be put down
to two main causes. First and foremost, the pro-
found upheaval of German capitalism in consequence
of the phenomena produced by the general crisis of
capitalism. In no single large capitalist country was

* An amalgamation of Rhine-Westphalian employers—
the largest employers’ organisation in the heavy industries of
Germany.

the catastrophe caused by the last economic crisis, so
strong and deep-rooted, as in Germany. The second
main cause was the defeat suffered by German im-
perialism in the world war, the loss of colonies, of
dominating influence in Central Europe, the Balkans
and the Near East, the loss of the greater part of her
capital invested abroad. The most reactionary, ag-
gressive section of the German bourgeoisie are de-
manding “ the right ” to dispose of other peoples and
rob them, and they “ base” their pretentions upon
their inability to cope with the problems engendered
by the breakdown of capitalism and the general crisis,
their inability to provide work and bread to the Ger-
man people.

The relation of forces in Europe which grew up
out of the war, stand opposed to these pretensions for
a new division of the world and the subordination
and robbery of other countries. It is the immediate
aim of the fascist section of the German bourgeoisie
to change radically the relation of forces in Europe
to find a favourable starting point for the violent
fulfilment of what it desires. The fascists are pre-
paring for war for hegemony in Europe. This war
plan provides for the destruction of the independence
of small countries : Austria, Czechoslovakia, Ruma-
nia, the Baltic countries, Scandinavian countries, Bel-
gium, Holland, Poland. It provides for the destruc-
tion of France as a Great Power. It aims at a new
division of the colonies. And this can be achieved
only by coming into violent conflict with England.
The basis of the fascist war plan is the desire to crush
the U.S.S.R. and to divide Soviet territory.

It is this plan which explains the bandit methods
used in fascist foreign policy, the arbitrary violation
of agreements, the rude interference in the foreign
affairs of other countries as, for example, Austria,
Czechoslovakia, Belgium, as in the case of military
intervention in Spain, setting countries and govern-
ments one against the other. It is this plan which
explains the widespread utilisation of all forces, all
reserves, people, the whole of economy for purposes
of war, in a fashion hitherto unexampled in the his-
tory of the world.

‘Fascist Germany is a menace to all the peaceful
populations of the world, it is becoming the centre
of all the aggressive forces in the world. It is allied
with fascist Italy and military-fascist Japan. It is
seeking and finding allies in the arch-reactionary sec-
tions of the bourgeoisie in democratic countries.

German fas::ism cax;xe to po,:vver witﬁ the active aid
of the most reactionary section of the General Staff
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which was closely connected with Hindenburg. The
General Staff at that time kept in the background,
keeping up an appearance of “ neutrality.”

As the plan of universal preparation for war was
gradually realised by the Hitler government, the Ger-
man General Staff more and more boldly came to the
forefront. When in 1934, Rosenberg was persis-
tently talking, in accordance with his * theory > of
soil and blood, about ‘““unloading the towns,” and
‘“ reagrarianising ” (returning the workers to the vil-
lages), the General Staff published an article soberly
laying on record that all attempts to close down fac-
tories, to attract industrial workers to the villages,
would signify a weakening of the military power of
the country. The world political importance of Ger-
many is closely connected with her importance as a
powerful industrial country. Military power requires
the strengthening and not weakening of the relative
position of industry, an increase in the cadres of
skilled industrial workers, who are designed to be-
come the backbone of the army today.

Every year the role of the German General Staff
in the home, foreign and economic policy of the
country under Hitler grows more and more considera-
ble. The fascist “ totalitarian > state is becoming
more and more a state with a “ totalitarian,” militar-
ised economy. All the financial resources of Ger-
many were devoted to the service of this militarised
economy, new direction was given to foreign trade,
building construction was almost entirely subordin-
ated to this aim. Tremendous new factories have
been built for war production, the old factories have
been radically reorganised. Industry has been cut
out in the interests of strategy : transport, road con-
structions are now dependent upon war preparations.
The mass work of the National Socialists is entirely
subordinated to the requirements of armaments, a
militarised economy, and preparations for war. This
in particular applies to the training and drilling of
voung men who will be the soldiers of the future.
This applies to the whole of the working class, par-
ticularly in view of the sharpening policy of militar-
ising the factories.

The German General Staff which, under Hitler has
acquired increased influence over the regulation of
German economy, is by no means guided in its work
by these or those “ theories ” invented by the Nazis.
The example which he takes is the adaption of Ger-
man economy to suit the war which took place in
1914-1918. One of the most prominent teachers of
the present leaders of German economy is the Jew,
Walter Rathenau, and it is particularly ironical that
those who followed this man in the sphere of econ-
omics, were his murderers, and that they praise this
murder as a ““ national ” feat.

With a few restrictions, the German General Staft
encourages the fact that this extremely real militarisa-

tion of economy is glossed over with the bright and
blending colours of the national socialist ideology
and propaganda. During the world war, ideological
unification took place with the help of slogans, name-
ly, “War to a victorious conclusion,” “Hold out
whatever happens,” and then the German trade
unions and the social-democratic party also submitted
to these slogans. At the present stage of preparations
for the new war, the General Staff cannot with its
own forces alone, put forward the ideology required
for the complete militarisation of economy, which
demands such sacrifices. All that which the national-
socialist ideologists call “socialism” becomes so
much camouflage of the complete militarisation of
economy.

The national-socialist regime, which carries out the
will of the reactionary, imperialist bourgeoisie, is
satisfying all the requirements of the General Staff ;
it is handing over to the army the control of the
whole of economy, by the direct establishment al-
ready now of Goering’s economic dictatorship; it is
eliminating all controlling, hindering bodies which,
under any other bourgeois regime would have kept
a check upon the militarists with their unrestrained
demands. In this respect, fascist dictatorship goes
far beyond the framework of simple military dicta-
torship. There is no other example of a military
dictatorship, if we exclude war times, which has ever
so unrestrainedly made use of the whole economy,
as fascist dictatorship in Germany is disposing of it
today.

The new stage of militarisation of economy which
has now begun by the German fascists with such in-
credible noise, gives a clear idea of the direction in
which German military aims lie : against the West,
against France and England. It is a question of pre-
serving the raw materials essential for the latest con-
duct of war in the event of an effective blockade in
the West, i.e., in the event of Germany’s attacking in
the East of Europe. Goering expressed this clearly
in his speech after he had been handed his dictatorial
powers for the conduct of the “ Four Year Plan,” de-
manding a division of the world, and colonies for
Germany. A few days later Goebbels said :

“ After the great construction work which we have cai-
ried out in our country, we can now take up the systematic
reorientation of our foreign policy. It goes wihout saying
that we shall enter into a struggle with the world for our
colonies. We will not deny this. If in connection with
the new declaration made by General Goering of our right
to German colonies, the English newspapers reply that we
have opportunities of buying raw materials, that is an in-
solent and insulting argument. What does it mean? Do
the English newspapers consider the German people are
stupid enough to know about the shortage of foreign cur-
rency for the purchase of raw materials? Of course, we
must have raw materials, and since we have none in our
own country, we must be afforded a share in the treasures
of the world.”
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In this speech, Goebbels is already speaking in
Mussolini’s style about “the struggle for our
colonies ”’; and it follows that since neither England
nor France will voluntarily concede any colonies, he
is speaking about the coming war.

If in his Nuremburg speech Hitler makes it appear
that the idea of this new stage of militarised economy
was his own idea, he is only plagiarising and appro-
priating for himself the *ideological ” property of
the German General Staff.

Major Hess wrote the following in the “ Deutscher

Volkswirt ” in the Spring of last year :

“ The soldier demands that the economy of the country
be brought into the process of war preparations. He de-
mands that national economy be expanded, and substitutes
for the insufficiency of raw materials, and the guarantee of
different kinds of reserves. He understands the inevitability,
in case of war, of personal mobilisation in the interests of
economy, of the abolition of freedom of movement, inter-
ference of the state in distributing wealth, in the movement
of prices and wages and much more.”

Here in the form of a categorical demand we have
the whole of “the Second Four-Year Plan.” This
plan also includes a considerable part of what Major
Hess demanded only “ in case of War "—interference
by the state in the distribution of wealth, in the policy
governing prices and wages, and partially also the
abolition of freedom of movement from one work to
another.

More soberly, more drily than Hitler, without his
blustering zigzagging and beating of the breast, Major
Hess proclaims also the principles of the labour
policy connected with this complete militarisation of
economy :

“Without moderation, economy and iron, assiduous work,
no single people has ever brought itself out of want. And

I am convinced that the German worker will fulfil his

duty submissively in regard to the militarised economy even

in the event of the government in consequence of difficul-
ties beipg unab,l’e to give him all he would like in the
economic sense.

To culminate everything, the new role of the Ger-
man General Staff, its role as a supreme controlling
body, was reinforced by providing Goering and his
headquarters with dictatorial powers.

This extensive apparatus for conducting the
* Second Four-Year Plan ” is actually a General Staff
which directs the whole of German militarised econ-
omy. The position of Command in this economic
General Staff is occupied by an Army Staff officer,
Major Loeb. In the organisational plan, the follow-
ing tasks are entrusted to him :

1. Expansion of the production of German industrial raw
materials.

2. Planning and organisation of the production of
German raw materials,

3. Assistance to research work essential for the realisation
of the tasks mentioned.

4. Management of the production of mineral oils,
including materials imported and others produced outside
the Four Year Plan.

Thus the “ Second Four-Year Plan ” in the narrow-
est sense, i.e., the realisation of Germany’s indepen-
dence in the sphere of raw materials required for
warfare, is thus entrusted directly to a loyal person
in Army Headquarters.

What now are the direct tasks of this General Staff?

Firstly, “the guarantee of diffrent kinds of re-
serves ” (Major Hess). In this respect things look
bad. It has been necessary to live sparingly for a
long time now, and to work often short time because
of the shortage of raw materials. There is no ques-
tion that the reserves required in case of war have
already been created. In his programme speech,
Goering said :

“to-day we are still to a certain extent standing at the

beginning. To-day we are experiencing a tremendous

shortage of raw materials. In six months time the position
will already have improved, for then we shall be feeling
the practical results of a number of measures we have been

undertaking. The effect of these measures will be felt in
the future to a still greater degree.”

But six months hence the new factories for the pro-
duction of substitutes or artificial raw materials will
not yet be working. Consequently, it is obviously a
question of new changes in the sphere of foreign
trade, of a still greater curtailment of food imports in
favour of raw materials required for war.

Secondly, “ substitutes for the insufficient raw
materials ” (Major Hess). It is a question of building
colossal factories, which are important only from
the viewpoint of preparations for war. Colossal sums
of money are mentioned as being invested in these
factories (10 billion and more). The immediate re-
sult is a considerable increase in taxation, the further
curtailment of private building, primarily for hous-
ing, and increased demands for imported raw
materials.

Thirdly, “ the interference of the state in distribu-
ting wealth,” (Major Hess), and rationing the con-
sumption of products. In this connection Goering
said :

“ The statement of the Fuehrer that in all circumstances
it is essential to provide a sufficient supply of cheap fats
for the people less provided for, is for me sacred. We
can achieve this by means of special supply organisations,
without ration-cards, if each of us will display sufficient
sense.”

With this is connected, also, the further restriction
of freedom of economy of the peasants, the severe
restrictions against the free sale of their products on
the market. Further, it means the subordination of
small trade to irritating bureaucrats, and the further
hampering of the handicraftsmen by means of the
 distribution of raw materials.”
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Fourthly, the mobilisation of people, state inter-
ference in the policy governing prices and wages
(Major Hess). This signifies the beginning of a
period of increased persecution and oppression of the
working class, pressure on wages, and the militarisa-
tion of the factories.

The following is the statement of Dr. Freusler,
Secretary of State of the Ministry of Justice, written
in the official organ, the * Deutsche Justiz > :

“ Who dares now to shake the foundations of our
national commune, who, in Communist blindness strives to
demoralise the solid vital energy of the people, does not
belong to those who have been misled and deceived, but
is a criminal who must be rendered harmless. He who
destroys the peace, the unanimity and, therefore, the
strength of the labour in the German factories and plants,
is not a misguided Marxist ideologist, but a criminal whom
we must destroy.” (‘“‘Berliner Tageblatt,” October 31, 1936.)

This is a declaration of war against the whole of
the German working class. This signifies at the
same time a change in the role of the German labour
front, in the demagogic methods of its leaders.
Gaoering expressed this thought to Ley, almost in the
form of a threat :

“If the task of the guardians of labour appointed by
the state is, in all circumstances, to take upon themselves
the leadership in questions of wages, to reconcile, and to be
responsible in the factories for the preservation of calm,
then the German Labour Front must most passionately
place the whole of its powerful organisation at the service
of this plan . . . Therefore, I shall fight against all des-
tructive forces, against everything that can violate the con-
fidence which exists between the leaders of the factories
and those led, against everything that can help the return
of old, Marxist, habits.”

Speaking of the return of ‘“ old Marxist habits,”
Goering has in mind any form of protest on the part
of the workers on questions of wages, conditions of
labour, etc., manifestations which are making them-
selves felt more and more already within the frame-
work of the Labour Front. The Labour Front is
entrusted with the task of putting through with the
greatest energy the militarisation of the factories de-
manded by the General Staff and of suppressing the
resistance of the workers with the aid of the state
apparatus of violence. The *“ Volkischer Beobachter ”
of November 1, in an article on the Four-Year
Plan puts the workers demanding increased wages in
the same category with the * speculators” who are
liable to penal servitude in the event of their increas-
ing the established prices :

“ The skilled worker who responds to every proposal for
work at a higher price for wages is also guilty of specu-
lation: he is making use of the difficult situation in his
own interests . . . ”

The “ Berliner Tageblatt” of November 10, gives
information about the six injunctions for “the man
empowered to conduct the Goering Four-Year Plan,”

which in effect, are devoted to the question of regulat-
ing the hire of workers and employees. Actually
they signify the abolition of all freedom of movement
in the important categories of labour in Germany
(the metal-workers and skilled building workers),
and their mobilisation and subordination to military
command. The fact that this is being done not by
the Ministry of War and its organs, but by a “civil *
body (Goering’s General Staff) makes no difference.

The new stage of the “ totalitarian ” militarisation
of German economy brings it ever closer to an actual
war time economy with all the awful consequences
ensuing therefrom. This “ totalitarian ” militarised
economy means the robbery of the German people.
Already during the last few years this militarisation
of economy has affected the supply of foodstuffs of
the German people, as well as their housing, clothing,
cultural services and so on, and the consequences can
only be physical degeneration. The new Four-Year
Plan, the appearance of which is now clear, will only
speed up this process.

The “ Frankfurter Zeitung” of October 25, pub-
lishes an article entitled “ Germany’s dividends ™
dealing with the prospects of supplies to the German
working people. There has been an abnormal
change in the “ distribution of the national product ”
since 1933. If the * national income ” rose from 43
to 56 billion between 1933 and 1935, this was to the
advantage of agriculture, the income from which in-
creased from 6.4 billion in 1933-34 to 8.8 billion in
1935-36. But the state took the lion’s share for itself :
revenue from taxation alone increased from 5 to 11.6
billion. Even taxation like the tax on economic
organisations, which the latter cannot directly evade
themselves, affect the position of the workers.

‘“If the employers,” says the  Frankfurter Zeitung,”
*“ enjoyed freedom of movement in respect to finances, they
could pay higher wages.”

Further the ** Frankfurter Zeitung ” shows how

‘“ . .. the expenditure undertaken according to the new
Four Year Plan, affects distribution. For it is necessary,
out of the income from the work of our productive forces to
build up factories for the production of German raw
materials . . . the primary expenditure on the organisation
of this production is also a burden upon the national pro-
duct. . . And since it is possible to distribute one and the
same product only once, and not twice or thrice, hence
there arises the need for reconciling ourselves to restric-
tions in other spheres.”

War is exhausting the German people long before
it has begun. The degree to which the forces of the
people are being drained by the conduct of the new
Four-Year Plan is increasing : the German people

787



are having to burden themselves * with restrictions
in other spheres ” (food, clothing, housing).

Strange though it may appear, the democratically
and pacifically inclined politicians of Western Europe
have clung to the illusion that once German re-
armaments have finished, there will follow a return
to “ peaceful economy.” Now they are beginning to
see. Instead of a slackening of the rate of arma-
ments, there is increasing armaments. Hitler Ger-
many is preparing to begin war in such a state of
preparedness whereby she can utilise to the full all
her industry and human resources. She wants right
at the beginning of the war, to have at her disposal
a ‘“totalitarian ” militarised economy, trained and
working for purposes of war, and use this opportunity
to conquer the enemy. All the working people:
workers, peasants and working people of the middle
strata, have now to live “as in wartime” under a
militarised system of economy. '

This, of course, will lead to Fascist Germasy enter-
ing the war with impoverished, dissatisfied workers
and peasants, emaciated by hunger, and under-
nourishment.

What is most characteristic in this militarised

German economy is that the return of
“ peace-time economy” is impossible without
a political and economic revolution.  Almost

the whole of the accumulated capital is invested
in war enterprises, its ‘ paying capacity " depends
upon ever increasing armaments and the war
itself. The debts incurred by the National Socialists
in connection with armaments represent over 40 bil-
lion marks, while only an insignificant part of these
debts are backed by securities. Private capital to a
large extent is being invested in the war industry, and
their “ paying capacity ” depends upon the military-
economic enterprises. The deeper the National
Socialists involve themselves in this way, the more do
they produce “ guns instead of butter "—this slogan
is again very fashionable now—and the more per-
sistently does the reactionary German bourgeoisie
raise the question of * realising ” these colossal capital
investments. The “totalitarian ” militarised economy
of Hitler Germany is ever more increasingly reducing
the possibility of any return to ‘ peace-time econ-
omy,” under the present regime. It is ever more
surely converting the war of expansion into an im-
mediate question of the evistence of the regime and
of reactionary big capital, which constitutes one
whole with the regime.

Millions of German workers and peasants were
misled by Hitler’s talk about peace. They believed
Hitler’s rearmaments had only one aim—Germany’s
“equal rights ”—and that when this aim had been
achieved, hard times would pass. Now they have
learned a great deal. German fascism is not inter-

ested in “equal rights” it is striving after the con-
quest of foreign lands, after imperialist hegemony in
Europe, after the seizure of colonies. This is why
the German workers are being forced henceforth to
starve and strain, to live worse than ever before.
And the prospects before them are death in the
trenches, devastation in the home land, the annihila-
tion of hundreds of thousands and millions of not
only men, but women and children.

* * * *

Many thousands of Communists, Social Democrats
and other anti-fascists are fighting in Germany in the
severest conditions of fascist bloody terror against
the Hitler policy of war and violence. Goering's
menacing words about the return “of old Marxist
habits,” the fierce threats of Freusler, the Secretary
of State, of the German Ministry of Justice, reveal the
fury of the fascists, enraged by the results of this il-
legal struggle and growing resistance in the factories.
The hatred engendered by the fascist policy of war
and violence has found expression, for example, in
the money collected to help the Spanish fighters
against fascism in many parts of Germany, although
these collections are condemned as treason, as rela-
tions with the enemy abroad. The  Neuer
Vorwaerts ” of November 22, prints correspondence
from Upper Silesia, containing the following informa-
tion :

“The employers’ union in Gleubitz sent a report to the
Berlin authorities a few days ago. In it the statement is
made openly that the industrialists can no longer guarantee
that social peace will be preserved during the winter.
Inside the National Socialist organisations, such a swing
to the left has begun that it is directly favourable to the
opposition which exists in the ranks of the working class.
A display of open harshness is beginning to be felt in the
attitude towards the foremen, so that one can call it sabo-
tage of production; in this connection occasional hitches
are definitely to be observed in industry.”

In the fight for the common aim, for the cverthrow
of the fascist regime, for the establishment of a peace-
ful, democratic German republic, the Communist and
Social Democratic workers in many parts are acting
jointly. The example of France and Spain and their
own bitter experience has already converted a number
of old Social Democratic leaders into supporters of
the United Front, and the People’s Front.. But the
Social Democratic Ieadership still continues to oppose
the United Front.

If we ponder a little on the causes of these tactics,
we are forced to establish the fact that the leaders of
German Social Democracy in general are not against
the United Front. They accept the united front in
Spain and France. They even criticise the hesitations
and weak sides of the Blum government in their press,
recognising that in its foreign policy, it creates illu-
sions about the possibility of *taming” German
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fascism. There are times when they severely criticise
the cowardly opportunism of the reactionary leaders
of the English Labour Party.

In the Zeitschrift fur Socialismus No. 36 (The
organ of the Central Committee of German Social
Democracy), Paul Sering talks of the defeat of the
working class in Germany and the People’s Front in
France : i

“In Germany the working-class movement was con-
quered by Fascism in consequence of the fact that it sub-
ordinated its class struggle to the ‘ general struggle of the
people,” and in effect to bourgeois interests. In this way it
weakened its class power and so became incapable of con-
ducting any struggle for power, and of adopting any social-
ist decision. All the oaths of all the leaders of the working-
class movement to the effect that they support national
interests. (and during the last few years before the coup
d’etat both parties frequently swore to this),* could not
produce any results in view of the deviation from the
class struggle (and this, it stands to reason, refers only to
one of both working-class parties.—F. D.)! The working-
class movement in France during the last few months has
proved that the proletarian class struggle and a fruitful
alliance with the middle classes, the struggle for wages and
the struggle for the nation do not contradict, but only sup-
plement each other. The more resolutely this alliance
acts against big capital, the more stable it will be, the
stronger will be the strength of the government. If the
government, because of pseudo-national interests, leaves its
proletarian basis, it will rapidly lose also the support of the
middle strata.”

We might give dozens of quotations from the
“Neuer Vorwaerts” from the illegally circulated
Social Democratic newspaper “ Socialistische Aktion ”
in Germany, etc., where is to be found an understand-
ing of the need for the United Front and the People’s
Front in the struggle for the overthrow of German
fascism.

What hinders the Social Democratic leadership
from drawing the conclusions from this admission ?
The Social Democratic leadership considers that war
is inevitable. True, if there is no strong resistance to
the regime of ever increasing exploitation and, finally,
if this regime is not overthrown, then war is inevit-
able. But the National Socialists have not destroyed
classes, have not brought about “national unity ™ ;
on the contrary, class contradictions were never so
deep as teday, and they are becoming more and more
tense. Among the broad masses of the peasantry,
among the middle strata in the towns, dissatisfaction
and hatred is growing towards the regime, and there
are favourable premises for the realisation of an al-
liance between the working class and these middle
strata. And this means that already today it is pos-
sible and necessary to conduct a struggle against war,
as against fate itself.

In leading Social Democratic circles there is no
serious belief in the possibility of a struggle against

* Sering has in mind the Communist Party and Social
Democracy.

considers it essential,
danger which he himself characterises, he says noth-

this “fate.”” This fatalism coincides with the wide-
spread feelings inside Germany itself which some-
times penetrate into the ranks of the Communists as
well. In the article already mentioned, Paul Sering
speaks of the war danger in a tone of considerable
alarm. He says :

*“ German fascism has concentrated all its forces upon
war preparations. This refers not only to armaments, to
economy, to foreign policy, but also to home policy. For
months already preparations for war have been going on
inside the country—mass arrests of former functionaries
among the workers, who were suspected without any foun-
dation of being active politically, are taking place now
exclusively because of the preparations being made in case
of danger. There is another side as well which is not so
well known: preparations for concessions in respect of
those who, in case of war, will be prepared to favour
Hitler’s war.

“Tt is planned for concessions to be made in the sphere
of the Labour Front, in the direction of the trade unions;
there is a section of former functionaries among the workers
who are considered sufficiently mature °for constructive
activities ” in order that, in return for those concessions,
they should render assistance to the government in case of
war, using the confidence which their names inspire. More-
over, they are counting upon voluntary °unification’ for
national reasous in case of war.”

What conclusions does Paul Sering draw from this?

In concluding his article, polemising against Otto
Strasser, the leader of those National Socialists and
Nationalists who have split away, he says :

“In an article written against Social Democracy, Stras-
ser at one time put forward a proposal for a ‘national front’
against the alliance with the Communists on the basis
of the people’s front. In the light of the war danger
seriousness of such an alternative is clear. It becomes abso~
lutely imperative, in view of this danger that a common
front of ali anti-fascists be formed. In the event of war,
all the forces of democracy will be on the side of the
Soviet Union, and consequently will join in a common
front with the Communists. All those who propose a
‘ national front’ to eliminate the influences from Moscow,
like Doriot in France, will ‘unite together.” If we are not
mistaken, Strasser of late has rejected the idea of the
‘ national front.” Has he realised that during the war there
will be only two fronts: with Hitler or against Hitler? It
is time that at any rate all Social Democrats understood
this.”

In principle Paul Sering is for the United Front and
But if in the face of the war

ing about the struggle against this danger which it is
essential to conduct immediately, in regard to unity,
he is satisfied with making platonic declarations to
the effect that during the war it is essential to estab-
lish a United Front of anti-fascists. He reduces the
whole question as he raises it, to the following : what
will happen in the event of war ? This is rather an
attempt to lull the forces which are forging ahead in
the ranks of German Social Democracy. This posi-
tion distracts the attention from the actual task and
from the present concrete struggle. Avye, and finally,
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it is simply idle chatter : to consider the united front
essential in the event of war and at the same time to
say nothing about the need for the United Front at
the present time.

The Social Democratic leadership underestimates
not only the force of resistance of the German people
to the war danger, the growing resistance to this
danger in other countries ; it also underestimates the
forces of the supporters of peace throughout the
world. The most reactionary section of the German
bourgeoisie is fully aware also of the risk of war.
The behaviour of the governments in the democratic
countries of Western Europe in connection with the
war being waged for freedom by the Spanish people
against fascism, shows, it is true, that they are still
not sufficiently united and determined; the mass
movement against war has still not acquired sufficient
strength and solidarity. But it would be totally in-
correct to conclude from this that all the roads are
open to fascist Germany, that it can wage a ‘‘ local-
ised ” war in this or that direction. The behaviour
of the governments of the democratic countries of
Western Europe is encouraging the aggressiveness of
German fascism, just as it is encouraging the aggres-
siveness of Italian fascism. But there is not the
slightest doubt that the attempts of Hitler Germany
to create favourable conditions for his aggression will
meet with still growing difficulties.

Hitler has succeeded in obtaining a partial success.
But the point must not be ignored that the vital in-
terests of France and England and also of the small
states of Central and Eastern Europe are at stake.
And besides this, all the hesitations of the democratic
countries of Western Europe cannot “ tire out” the
Soviet Union, cannot force it to reject the policy of
collective security, the policy of defending all peace-
ful countries against fascist aggressors, which policy
it is conducting with iron consistency.

This is the position as regards foreign policy. As
for the home policy of Germany, there are moments
which are strongly felt, and which prophesy not only
an intensification of class contradictions, but also an
increase in the resistance of the workers and peasants.
We have already referred to the correspondence from
Upper Silesia in the “ Neuer Vorwaerts.” The Nat-
ional Socialists themselves report numerous arrests of
peasants who are no longer observing the regulations
governing market trading and ‘the killing of cattle,
and who do not want to reconcile themselves to the
dictatorship of fixed prices.

The National Socialists reply to this with still fur-
ther increased terror. But neither terror nor dema-
gogy nor the inflaming of chauvinist sentiments are
able for long to drown the cries of hunger and sup-
press the feeling of humiliation of the workers and
peasants, to eliminate the profound dissatisfaction
current among the toiling peasantry, the artisans and

small traders in connection with their privations, and
uncertainty of what the morrow will bring. From
all corners of Germany there are countless reports
concerning symptoms of demoralisation in the basis
and among the rank and file officials of the National
Socialists. Symptoms of this kind can be seen in the
Labour Front, among the storm detachments, in the
organisations of artisans and peasants.

These phenomena, partly frank hostility, partly
deep dissatisfaction with the fascist regime, are fed by
the prosperity of socialism in the U.S.S.R., the resis-
tance offered to fascism by the People’s Front in
Spain, and in France, the defence of the interests of
the working people given by this People’s Front.
Why otherwise should Hitler, who in his speech in
the Reichstag in May 1935 was already referring to
the “ democratic Constitution ” of Germany and de-
claring, having in mind English public opinion, that
Germany “does not retreat from the principles of
democratic state structure,” why, otherwise should
Hitler later, at Nuremburg, and then again still more
sharply in his speech about organising winter aid, why
then should he now foam at the mouth and condemn
all kinds of democracy in general ? Hitler feels that
the movement of the People’s Front in other coun-
tries threatens to infect the German people as well.
That is why he is beside himself in his efforts to de-
pict this magnificent movement of resistance to fasc-
ism and war as a “ Moscow Plot,” that is why the
Nazis are badgering and slandering the People’s Front
in Spain and France.

The opposition to the Hitler regime, more or less
obvious, more or less developed, is not limited to the
working class. It covers ever wider circles of the
peasantry and middle strata of the towns, the intel-
lectuals and, as well, certain sections of the small and
middle capitalists, whose existence is also partly men-
aced by the militarisation of economy and the priv-
ileges afforded to big capital.

Among all these sections of the people there is a
growing longing for freedom, for democratic rights.
Among all these sections, with greater or less clarity,
there is an awakening to the understanding that fasc-
ist dictatorship in effect is a dictatorship of a narrow
strata of reactionary, imperialist big capitalists.
Among all these sections of the people these is grow-
ing up a desire to defend themselves against the mon-
strous exploitation and robbery, against the danger
which is menacing their very existence.

* * * *

And so, in Germany there are also growing up sub-
jective premises for the development of a broad
movement of the People’s Front against fascism and
for a democratic Germany. Although the desire
to fight for a new democratic Germany is expressing
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itself in different, sometimes nebulous and confused
forms, there nevertheless exists a unanimous con-
viction that there can be no return of the Weimar
Republic, no coalition with the reactionary bour-
geoisie, that a democracy is required, resting upon a
firm, militant alliance of workers and the rest of the
toiling masses of the people.

On this most important question there exists no
really serious differences between the Communists
and the Social Democrats. Those differences on
questions of tactics which still exist can be overcome
in the process of close collaboration.

The position, of late, of the “ Neuer Vorwaerts ”
on questions of labour and wages illustrates a clear
removal from the passive, attendant tactics which for
a long time have defined the policy of the Prague
leadership of German Social Democracy. We, Com-
munists, are in complete agreement with the Social
Democratic leadership that the development on all
sides of the movement of the workers in the factories
for higher wages acquires, at the present time, tre-
mendous importance, that it constitutes so many con-
crete forms of struggle against war.

If the Communists and Social Democrats were to
come to an agreement on joint action, such an agree-
ment would undoubtedly have a favourable influence
upon this movement, would hasten its development.
The increasing anti-fascist movement in Germany
among the workers as a result of the United Front
would be so much support also for the democratic
forces in the ranks of the Catholics, who rely upon
the Catholic workers and Catholic petty bourgeoisie,
and such support is essential for them in the struggle
against reactionaries in their own camp, against the
policy of the Vatican which is striving after “ recon-
ciliation ” with Hitler. The Social Democratic party
leadership is aware of the fact that the Catholic
workers inside Germany itself are working shoulder to
shoulder with the Communists and Social Democrats,
that the opposition to the fascist regime is particu-
larly strong among the Catholic peasant population
and the Catholic petty bourgeoisie, that the views of
the lower clergy, frequently by no means coincide
with the views of the upper clergy, that among the
broad masses of the Catholic people there lives a de-

sire to resist fascism. If the working class parties will
unite for joint anti-fascist action, these people will be
drawn at a more rapid rate into the broad movement
of the People’s Front against the Hitler regime,
against his economic policy, against all his policy at
home and abroad.

The movement among the peasants and artisans
today is clearly lacking in leadership.  Numerous
cases of spontaneous activity on the part of the peas-
ants are taking place. The working class movement
must not regard these middle sections of the people
who are seized with unrest today, as mere allies of the
future. They must become allies today, and to a cer-
tain degree this is already the case. Therefore, it is
the task of the working class movement to support
the demands, the activities, the interests of the work-
ing peasants, the artisans, the small traders ; it is the
task of the working class movement to help them.

By their joint efforts, the Social Democrats and the
Communists will succeed in making links in the
localities with the leaders of the peasants, the artisans,
etc., with the Christian democratic leaders of these
sections of the people, and in joining forces with
them on a common platform of struggle.

The question of joint action between the Commu-
nists and Social Democrats is a question of the will
to fight for the interests of the people. There is
nothing that can leave any shadow of doubt as to the
possibility of uniting on a platform of joint struggle.

The crimes of the Hitler regime against the Ger-
man people and the Spanish people, and still more
the monstrous crime which this regime is planning in
provoking European war, demands that its opponents
mobilise all their forces. They demand not only the
greatest exertion but also the most expedient action.
It is clear that the most expedient thing to do is to
act jointly.

The reply to the “ totalitarian ” military policy of
the Hitler regime, the reply to the new stage of direct
preparations for war, must be united action be-
tween the Communists and Social Democrats, which
is the starting point for the rallying of all forces hos-
tile to the regime and to its war policy, of all those
who are dissatisfied with it.
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QUESTIONS OF

UNITY AMONG

THE YOUTH

By R. GUYOT

HE unity of the whole anti-fascist youth

movement is necessary to bar the road against
fascism, and to overthrow fascism where it is
in power.

The democratic youth of the whole world must
set all the available machinery in motion to support
the Spanish people who are heroically fighting for
freedom.

The Communist youth movements and the anti-
fascist and democratic youth movements of the world
have displayed great activity in coming to the aid
of the Spanish people.

We can point joyfully to splendid examples of
solidarity in a large number of countries, in particular
in France, England, Belgium and America. Inspired
by the example of the Soviet youth, the anti-fascist
youth organisations in the capitalist countries, inciud-
ing the Communist youth organisations, are conduct-
ing a campaign in aid of Republican Spain.

Many of our Leagues and the anti-fascist youth
organisations of different countries have hundreds of
representatives, young Communists and young anti-
fascists, in the International Brigade which is fighting
in Spain. Many of them have already sacrificed
their lives in the cause of freedom.

However, we cannot be satisfied with the results
already achieved. Our international campaign has
not yet developed as it should and could. From this
point of view the conference which is to be held in
Paris in December is of great importance. This
conference which is being held at the initiative of the
Spanish comrades, will bring together representatives
of all the youth organisations of all the youth papers
which sympathise with the struggle of the Spanish
people. The success of this conference will give new
impetus to the international campaign.

The aim of the solidarity movement is above all
to end the blockade of the lawful Republican govern-
ment and to put a stop to the help the fascist states
are giving to the rebel generals, Franco and Mola.

The leaders of the United Communist and Socialist
youth movements in Belgium have taken an excellent
initial step in calling a conference of the Socialist
and Communist youth movements of that country,
England and France is to seek out the best means of
assisting the Spanish people.

This step of the leaders of the United Socialist and
Communist youth movements of Belgium has
already met with the approval of the Socialist and
Communist youth movements of Belgium, England

and Italy, of the International of Socialist Students,
of the International Committee of Communist
Students, and of the Young Communist League in
France. We regret to say, however, that the Socialist
Youth of France have not rallied to this proposal.

There is no country in the world where this
question of the unification of the anti-fascist youth
movements is not being raised to-day in the most
varied forms.

THE SUCCESSES WON BY THE UNITED
COMMUNIST AND SOCIALIST YOUTH
MOVEMENTS OF SPAIN

In Spain not only do our comrades know how to
fight heroically and courageously against the fascist
enemy; our comrades of the Y.C.L. (Young Com-
munist League) and of the Y.S.L. (Young Socialist
League) know how to do their part in mobilising all
the anti-fascist and democratic forces and organisa-
tions against fascism.

Comrade Carillo, Secretary of the United Spanish
youth organisation, declared at a meeting in Madrid :
“The Communist Party, and with it, the United
Socialist Youth Leagues,” are leading the fight for
the defence of Madrid.

Everyone knows the great upsurge created in Spain
when the Young Socialist and Communist Leagues
were united; before joining forces they had, together,
about 40,000 members, but six months after had
reached a membership of 150,000. The United Youth
League now owns its own daily paper.

We have not forgotten that at the Sixth Congress
of the Y.C.I., voices were raised among the Socialist
youth accusing us of opportunism asserting that the
decisions of the Sixth Congress would lead to the
destruction of the revolutionary spirit of the youth.

As a matter of fact it is the contrary that has
taken place. The appeal of the United Youth
League of Spain says:

“ Our critics tried to prove that we had abandoned our
revolutionary character. Facts have given the lie to those
who criticised us. At decisive moments the youth of the
whole of Spain, Catalonia and Biscay have fought with
honour in the vanguard. The Federation of United
Socialist Youth Leagues has held high the revolutionary
banner.”

Continuing to work in this direction so as to
conguer fascism, our comrades, united young
Socialists and Communists of Spain, are carrying out
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the instructions given by Comrade Dimitrov at the
Sixth Congress of the Y.C.I.:
" “ March boldly along the path of unity with the Socialist
Youth League and form with them single joint organisations.
* March boldly along the path leading to the unity of
all the forces of the anti-fascist youth.”

Our comrades in Spain, not content with the
results obtained are working for the unification of all
the anti-fascist youth organisations, including the
Republican Youth and the Anarchist Youth organisa-
tions. Two factors contribute to this: In the first
place, the Republican Youth and the Anarchist Youth
organisations have changed in the heat of the anti-
fascist struggle and, above all, of the war against fas-
cism, and have become ardent fighters against fascism.

The General Secretary of the Left Republican
Youth, Antonio Munios, who has been seriously
wounded at the the front, told me in the course of an
interview which 1 had with him in the hospital:

“ We Republicans were convinced formerly that we could
attain our ideal of democracy and freedom peaceably. We
were against revolution and arms.

‘“To-day all our illusions have fled.

* Whether we will or no, we are forced to take up arms
to defend ourselves against the violence of the reaction.”

The same might be said of the Anarchist Youth.
Already these young people are beginning to criticise
and revise the false theories on the power of the State,
on the army, discipline, and the army command—
and all these facts help all these groups of young
people to work in common.

In the second place, a serious change has come
about in our own ranks. The Sixth Congress of the
Y.C1. called on us to make a change in our work.
Very few of our Leagues have had the necessary
courage to say that we are arranging our work on
new lines. We no longer want to be sectarians, des-
pising the anti-fascist and democratic youth move-
ments; we want to collabrate with them, to seek the
best ways and means of achieving unity.

The role of the Y.C.I. is not to be a second Com-
munist Party, a copy of the C.P.; our task, as Comrade
Dimitrov pointed out, is to:

‘“find such ways, such forms and methods of work as
will assure the formation, in the capitalist countries, of a
new type of mass youth organisations, to which no vital
interest of the toiling youth will be alien, organisations
}vhich, without copying the Party, will fight for af/l the
interests of youth, will bring up the youth in the spirit of
th; class struggle, of pro'etarian internationalism, in the
spirit of Marxism-Leninism.” (See Communist Inter-
national, November 1935.)

The new facts which are changing the Republican
and Anarchist youth movements and which have dic-
tated our change of line are the coming to power of
Hitler and the menace of international Fascism! The
question of a joint struggle in dgfence of democracy
against Fascism has thus been raised.
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In order to unite the anti-fascist youth organisations
in Spain still more, the Socialist and Communist youth
organisations, the youth of the Republican Left and
the Republican Union, and the Federated Republican
Youth organisations, decided in the beginning of
November to form a national co-ordination com-
mittee. They have issued a joint appeal and are
beginning to work together at the front and in the
rear, endeavouring to rally all the youth of the
working class, petty-bourgeoisie, and peasantry.

THE UNITED FRONT OF THE YOUTH IN
FRANCE

For already more than two years the united front
achieved in France between the Young Communist
and Young Socialist organisations has considerably
helped to form a barrier against the fascist offensive.
But fascism is still strong and menacing in France.
1t is more necessary than ever, therefore, in the period
before us, to strengthen to the utmost this unity
between the Young Communists and the Young
Socialists.

It is regrettable that under these circumstances some
leaders of the Young Socialist League and of the
Socialist Party should have acted on a number of
occasions in a manner detrimental to the cause of
unity. Thus Bernard Chochoy, the General Secretary
of the Young Socialist League, at the time of the trial
of the Trotskyist-Zinovievist bandits, tried to divert
the activities of the Young Socialist Leagues towards
an anti-Soviet struggle. He likewise opposed a reso-
lution calling on the French Government to revise
its policy of non-intervention in Spain.

No one can deny that these elements hamper the
strengthening of the united front between the Young
Socialist organisations and the Young Communist
organisations in France. Yet there are many factors
in France which favour the unity movement. There
exists a uniting centre which co-ordinates the activities
of all the anti-fascist and democratic youth move-
ments. This centre is active in several spheres; the
campaign of solidarity with Spain, support for the
demands of the youth, the soldiers, etc. Another
important factor is the re-organisation of the League
of Communist Youth. This was the first task set by
the Sixth Congress of the Y.C.I. In accordance with
the advice of Comrade Dimitrov the task of the
League was to have done with small exclusively
political and sectarian organisations and to begin the
formation of great mass organisations to meet the
aspirations of the youth in the sphere of organisation
and education,

In this respect the French Y.C.L. can serve as an
example. Thanks to its general policy of unity, which
responds to the feelings of the youth, and thanks also
to reorganisation, it has to-day over 100,000 members.



Comrades often think that reorganisation is purely
an organisational question. It must not be narrowed
down to just that. Reorganisation involves all the
activities of the Young Communist movement.

Comrade Michant, the leader of the French Y.C.L.,
defining the role of the Y.C.L., said:

‘“ The Young Communist League is an organisation for
action, education and amusement . .. Nothing that
engages the minds of the young people is outside our
sphere.”

Then Comrade Michant develops his idea, the scout
movement, athletics, aviation, touring—all questions
which interest us. He says: We are in favour of a
simple pleasing mode of life, in keeping with the
traditions and customs of our country. And he adds:
“The Young Communist Leage is a permanent uni-
versity.” Recalling what Lenin said on education,
our comrade proposes methods such as literary circles,
music, theatre and cinema circles, etc. Finally he
concludes: We are in favour of an organisation which
will fully serve the interests of the youth. And he
quotes the example of the activity of the Y.CL. in
strikes, during the occupation of the factories, when
the Young Communist Leaguers brought food to the
strikers, and organised concerts, which contributed to
the discipline in the factory occupied.

The Young Communist League is an organisation
of public utility and social aid, we help all young
workers who toil for a livelihood and especially those
who are unemployed. Finally Comrade Michant
issues the slogan calling for the establishment of a
People’s Confederation of Anti-Fascist Youth
Organisations.

New forms of work must also be included in this
reorganisation, particularly the formation of special
clubs for girls; the question of an independent league
for girls will be raised in a practical fashion at a Con-
gress of young women to be held on December 25
next. This movement is as yet only in its initial
stages, but it already has over 10,000 members. It
has a paper called “ Young Girls of France,” with a
circulation of 15,000.

An important sphere of activity is work in the fac-
tory. After the election victory of the People’s Front,
and that of the June strikes, the trade union and the
Communist movements became legal in the factories.
Thus, for example, in the Renault motor works there
are 30,000 trade unionists and 6,000 Communist Party
cell members.

These examples show the legal possibilities at our
disposal in the factories. It must be admitted, how-
ever, that the work of the youth in this sphere has
gone very slowly. It was not possible for us, nor
should we have tried, to form cells like those of the
Communist Party—that was not practical; experience
has shown something very interesting in this respect.
Young Workers’ Friendly Societies are now beginning

to be organised in the factories, with the assistance of
the Y.CL. and Y.S.L., and according to all evidence
these may become the basis of a huge movement.

THE STRUGGLE FOR UNITY IN BELGIUM

How far have we got with unity in Belgium? The
National Unity Congress of the Y.C.L. and the Y.S.L.
will be held there on December 25 and the Y.CI. s
invited to send a representative.

The Y.C.L. and the Y.S.L. have already a joint
paper in Belgium, the second joint paper, after Spain,
of the United Youth movement.

Among the results obtained by the Belgian youth
movement along the path to unity we must quote one
more. The Secretary of the Young Socialist Guards,
Fernand Godefroy, was paying to much heed to the
counter-revolutionary Trotskyists; in speeches and in
writing he launched out with anti-Communist and
anti-Soviet attacks and tried to turn the Belgian Young
Socialist Guards from the path of unity with the
Young Communist organisations.

But, thanks to the powerful drive towards unity of
the youth, Godefroy has been obliged to cease these
attacks.

At the same time we cannot claim that everything
is going well in Belgium. We notice that some com-
rades of the Young Socialist Guards still think and
act in a manner contrary to the general line of
development and the tasks of the Youth mass move-
ment. It is our duty to advise our comrades of the
united Young Socialist and Young Communist
organisations, in a friendly but very frank manner,
not to persist in maintaining the purely political
character of the United Young Socialist Guards,
but, on the contrary, to set out consciously on the
road which will lead to a great mass organisation
capable of rallying together all the anti-fascist youth.

We see from the examples of Spain, France and
Belgium that the path leading to the unity of the
anti-fascist youth organisations is not the same in ail
these countries. And so it is important to avoid ali
kinds of mechanical imitation and cut and dried
schemes, on the contrary, profiting by the experience
of those countries where unity was first realised, each
country must find its own particular path along which
this movement will most favourably develop.

THE STRUGGLE FOR THE UNITY OF YOUTH

ORGANISATIONS IN ENGLAND, USA,

POLAND AND THE COUNTRIES OF CENTRAL
AND SOUTH AMERICA

Can unity be established among the youth move-
ments in England without the aid of the big working-
class organisations—the Labour Party, the trade
unions, the co-operatives? Can it be achieved if it is
not linked up with the general struggle that our
English Communist Party is waging for unity in the
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working-class movement? Evidently not. This is
also the opinion of our English friends.

In America, where there are vast perspectives for
our activities, we have not yet solved the very difficult
problem of collaboration and association among the
anti-fascist youth organisations and other youth
organisations which follow in the wake of the Demo-
cratic Party. Would there not be room in America
for a great mass organisation which would bring
together millions of young people, like those who
follow the Roosevelt programme as well as those who
are for the programme of the Farmer-Labour Party
since all these organisations are anti-Fascist and pro-
gressive in their outlook? Is it not possible to unite
them so as to educate them and organise their activi-
ties? The Communist Party and Y.C.L. of the
U.S.A. will have serious work to do to solve this
problem.

In Poland, where the C.P. is illegal, some comrades
have tried to imitate the forms of the United Front
as it exists in countries where the Party is legal! Our
youth organisations should devote themselves to
developing the legal anti-fascist and democratic youth
organisations; they should work within these organisa-
tions to influence them in the spirit of unity.

In South and Central America we have some pro-
gress to report: in Mexico, Chile, and to a certain
extent, in the Argentine. However, our youth
organisations in these countries are developing this
unity movement along lines which do not help us to
win over the broad masses. The decisions for unity
signed by the Young Communist and Young Socialist
organisations in these countries are in effect very
radical; there is a lot of talk about Socialism for
these countries and no mention of the central prob-
lem, i.e., the fight for the vital interests of the youth
(among others the abolition of illiteracy) and the
national struggle against imperialist oppression. If
our comrades develop this unity movement by bring-
ing concrete problems to the forefront, particularly
those of the youth organisatins, we shall have splendid
perspectives in these countries also before very long.

The paths leading to the unity of the youth organi-
sations vary, therefore, according to the different
countries. At the same time, there is one question
which must be settled at all costs, if the unity move-
ment in every country is to be given a new impetus—
that is the question of putting an end to the split
within the working class youth movement, the ques-
tion of the relations between the Young Communist
and the Young Socialist organisations.

DIFFICULTIES CONNECTED WITH RELA-
TIONS BETWEEN THE YOUNG COMMUNIST
AND YOUNG SOCIALIST ORGANISATIONS

Let us take a rapid survey of the relations which
actually exist at the moment between the sections of

the two Youth Internationals in the different coun-
tries, between the Young Communists and the Young
Socialists.

Unity has been achieved in Spain; in Belgium a
unity congress has been convened; in Latvia and Bul-
garia unity has progressed considerably. The Student’s
Socialist International has also declared itself in
favour of unity with the Communist students.

The united front has made indisputable progress in
several countries, particularly in England, America
and Switzerland. The unity movement can also regis-
ter some success with regard to the organisations of
Socialist and Communist emigrants from Italy and
Germany. In Czechoslovakia, where collaboration
between the Socialist and Communist youth organisa-
tions had encountered insurmountable obstacles
until quite recently, these organisations were per-
suaded to take part together in the Geneva Peace
Congress, and to-day they are working in defence of
peace in the National Youth Committee.

Therefore, the area of unity has made visible pro-
gress since our Sixth Congress.

Yet many difficulties still confront the youth of the
working class before the divisions that exist among
them can be abolished.

The Sixth Congress of the Y.CI. had already
pointed out that the Socialist Party, with the backing
of a few members of the Young Socialist League,
would put forward ever greater obstacles in the path
of unity. This was confirmed in France. There are
serious difficulties to-day in England and Belgium
which deserve our full attention.

In England, the youth organisation of the Labour
Party has declared itself in favour of the united front
with the Y.C.L. The unity movement is developing
there. The last Congress of the Labour Party adopted
a memorandum on the relations between the youth
organisations and the Labour Party. This memoran-
dum in effect deprives these youth organisations of
all independence; denies them the right to have their
own responsible leaders, denies them the right to hold
their own meetings, where the youth have a decisive
voice, etc.

In Belgium certain leaders of the B.L.P. have
recently started an offensive against the unity move-
ment. In several places the B.L.P. organisations
have excluded groups of Young Socialists from mem-
bership of the People’s Houses (more than 10 cases
have already been recorded). In brief, the leaders of
the B.L.P. are trying to limit the independence of the
Socialist youth and to smash its unity with the Young
Communist organisation.

What should our attitude be in the face of such
attempts? The easiest answer would be: we shall
simply not recognise, but reject the memorandum of
the Labour Party! But this would only separate the

95



youth movement from the great working-class move-
ment for unity, in the vanguard of which the English
C.P. is fighting. It is our opinion that a mass move-
ment of English youth cannot be developed outside or
against the great working-class movement as a whole.
We must, on the contrary, refuse to allow ourselves
to be deterred by these difficulties, by this reactionary
offensive, but unite with the whole mass working-class
movement and work for unity among the youth, with

the support of those great English working-class.

organisations which have already declared themselves
in favour of unity. The same problem fundamentally
confronts us in Belgium, but in a less acute manner
than in England. to solve this problem properly, we
must put an end to the sectarian attitude of hostility
toward the B.L.P. which has been adopted by some
leaders of the Belgian Young Socialists.

By his wrong attitude in this matter F. Godefroy,
in the long run, plays into the hands of the reac-
tionary elements. He says: before fighting against
Fascism we must fight against the corrupt elements
in the B.L.P.; before setting Belgium in order, we
must set the B.L.P. in order But, since Rexism (Bel-
gian Fascism) directs its fire against the B.L.P. and
the C.P., the attitude shown by Godefroy demoralises
and disarmes the working-class youth.

What we must do on the contrary is to show that
our C.P., in proposing to re-affiliate to the B.L.P. as an
independent organisation, is working to strengthen
the latter. We must explain to the workers in the
B.L.P. that it is by waging a consistent struggle against
fascism, against Rexism, that the B.L.P. will become a
great proletarian force and set its own house and the
country in order.

It is by fighting against Fascism, by concen-
trating all our blows against Fascism, and not by
attacking the B.L.P.that we shall obtain our obiective
and achieve unity for the struggle against Fascism.

The second difficulty is the line of the leaders of
the Young Socialist International. Let us examine the
attitude of the leaders of the Y.S.1. on two important
questions.

In the first place, its attitude to the Geneva Youth
Congress. Twelve Socialist Leagues took part in this
Congress, but the Young Socialist International did
not take part in these sessions and even
called for a boycott of them, declaring that the
Congress could not achieve any results (facts have
decided!ly refuted this argument), and that it did not
want to associate with Hitler and Mussolini Youth
organisations. The Hitler and Mussolini Youth
organisations did not send representatives to Geneva,
but that is not the point. Even if the representatives
of these youth organisations had come to the Congress,
we would have sat at the same table with them and
tried to take advantage of their presence there 10
spread ideas of peace and democracy in Germany
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and Italy. And if the Geneva movement had made
the youth organisations of these countries advance
one step forward, we should have been satisfied with
the results.

If we had wanted to show no mercy to Ollenhauer,
the secretary of the Y.S.I., we could have told him
that it is not we, at any rate, who are responsible for
Hitler’s coming to power in Germany, but that, on
the contrary, we know the names of some leaders who
bear a certain amount of responsibility in this matter.
Therefore, we consider that collaboration with us to
help to develop the ideas of peace and democracy
in every country—including as far as possible Italy
and Germany—and still more the idea of getting rid
of Fascism, is a very urgent task. We believe that if
the Y.C.I. had been able to collaborate in Geneva
with the Y.S.I. as a whole, and not only with some
of its Socialist Leagues, the forces of democracy and
peace would have been more strongly represented at
the Congress. And so we believing that the interests
of the struggle for democracy and peace, the interests
of the youth movement, demand the participation of
the Y.S.1. in all the great international movements.

Secondly, let us consider the attitude of the Y.S.I.
towards the events in Spain.

Ollenhauer, the general secretary of the Y.S.I., like
myself, as the general secretary of the Y.C.L,
received a number of telegrams from Com-
rade Carillo, from the Young Socialist organisations
in Belgium, from the students, calling on the two
Internationals to establish the united front. Yet he
remains unmoved. Fernand Godefroy wrote in his
own name, and then again, jointly with Carillo, to
the leaders of the Y.S.1., simply asking them to mobi-
lise the Young Socialist organisations of the world to
come to the help of Spain, without putting forward
the united front as a preliminary. So far Comrades
Carillo and Godefroy have received no reply.

These facts show how great the resistance still is,
what efforts we have yet to make in every country,
with what perseverence we must work, ever seeking
new means of developing the unity movement on an
international and national scale, while at the same
time supporting the growing socialist youth movement
with a view to changing the policy of the leaders of
the Y.S.L

We must also glance briefly at the situation in the
Scandinavian countries. Many of our comrades still
look upon the Social-Democratic Youth organisations
of Sweden or Denmark as reformist youth organisa-
tions devoted solely to education. We must get rid
of this pernicious idea.

The youth organisations of Sweden and Denmark
are democratic and anti-Fascist youth organisations;
they are against Hitler, against reaction in their own
country, they are in sympathy with the Spanish revo-
tution, they are trying to defend the economic and

O



cultural interests of youth. And what right have we,
whose task is to unite the democratic and anti-Fascist
youth of the whole world, to say that the youth
organisations in Sweden and Denmark are Right
organisations, reformist and reactionary. Those who
say this show that they fail to understand our tasks.

Our task is to achieve unity in the democratic and
anti-Fascist youth movements and to incorporate in
this movement the great organisations of a democratic
and anti-Fascist kind, and, therefore the youth
organisations of Sweden and Denmark also have
their place there.

Moreover, are those of us who reproach the Social
Democratic Youth organisations of Sweden and Den-
mark with being concerned solely with education,
etc., always right? Isthata fault? No, it is one of the
good qualities of these organisations and not a fault.
Our comrades in Sweden and Denmark as well as in
several other countries, should devote much greater
attention to the problem of organising recreation,
problems of education, etc. Our comrades will come
much closer in this way to the masses of the demo-
cratic youth movement, and will thus be able to create
bases for unity with the Socialist Youth organisations
and help to guide all active and progressive elements
to the logical anti-Fascist struggle.

Finally, examples have proved, particularly in
Spain and Belgium, that unity between the anti-Fascist
youth movement and the Socialist youth movements
cannot be developed without waging a struggle against
counter-revolutionary Trotskyism, a systematic, stub-
born and patient struggle.

The sharper the class struggle becomes, the more
Trotskyism reveals itself in its true role as the agent
of international Fascism.

For this reason it is a task of the greatest urgency
to instruct the youth organisations on the counter-
revolutionary role of Trotskyism, both from the
aspect of the history of the working-class movement
and of present day realitiecs. We must explain it not
only to the Young Communists, but also to the anti-
Fascist and Democratic youth.

FOR COLLABORATION WITH RELIGIOUS
YOUTH ORGANISATIONS IN THE STRUGGLE
FOR PEACE AND THE RIGHTS OF YOUTH

Is collaboration between the organised Young
Communists and Young Socialists and the religious
youth organisations, especially the anti-Fascist Catho-
lic organisations, possible on a certain number of
definite questions, as, for instance, the struggle for
peace? :

In England, in the U.S.A., collaboration has already
been established between the anti-Fascist youth move-
ment and the Christian youth organisations and a
number of other Catholic youth organisations. In

France, Czecho-Slovakia and other countrigs we arc
now witnessing the beginnings of collaboration. In
the Young Catholic world we can see the desire
developing for unity in defence of peace and the
struggle for the rights of youth.

The heads of the Catholic church are opposing this
tendency towards unity. Many documents could be
quoted in evidence of this opposition to the
movements.

By their anti-Communist crusades the heads of the
church are seeking to conceal their betrayal of the
very principles of Christianity. Did not the Pope and
the higher clergy give their support to the Abyssinian
war, a war against a whole nation, waged for the sake
of the profit of big Catholic financiers?

They also want to hide their responsibility, their
share in the assassinations in Spain, their collabora-
tion with Franco. Hitler and Mussolini.

By this crusade against democracy they want 1o
cover up Hitler’s crimes against the Catholic Youth
of Germany; they want to make people forget that
Hitler has arrested the leaders of the Catholic youth
associations on a charge of plotting against the state,
when they were only defending the independence of
their organisations. The heads of the church seek to
hide the fact that it was Hitler who ordered the assas-
sination of Probst, the leader of the Catholic youth
organisations, of Heinz Basler, the former leader of
the sections of the Reichsbanner, as well as of Richard
Hutting and Willi Rochow, two young Communists.

They want to turn the wrath which the Christian
Youth organisations of the whole world feel against
Hitler away from this man who destroys all feelings
of human brotherhood and crushes all freedom of
conscience; they want to turn this wrath against the
Communists, against democracy, against the Soviet
Union.

The reactionary elements of the Catholic church are
striving to force the Catholic masses to the side of
Fascism, to the side of big capital against democracy
and against civilisation.

It is our duty to explain all the problems which
engage the attention of the Catholic masses with
patience and conviction so as to denounce these lies
and calumnies, and to form a basis of collaboration
against the real enemy of their sentiments and
aspirations.

We respect the religious beliefs of young Christians
and young Catholics. The attitude of the Soviet
Union towards religion is proof of this.

The Stalin Constitution adopted by the Eighth
(Extraordinary) Congress of Soviet states:

“The Church in the U.S.S.R. is separated from the
State and from the Church. Freedom to practise
religious rites and freedom of anti-religious propa-
ganda is granted to all citizens.”

The leaders and certain organisations of the
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Christian Youth movement accuse us of being sup-
porters of principles of violence; they reproach us
also with denying all morality.

We are struggling for a society in which the ex-
ploitation of man by man will be ended, in which
oppression and violence will be abolished. But when
a people tries, even by legal methods, even within the
framework of our bourgeois democracy, to free itself
from forces which impede its economic, political, and
cultural development, when it tries to ensure the
independence of its country, it finds itself in conflict
with the forces of reaction which impose violence on
it. This is what is happening in Spain to-day.

When the forces which hinder the development
of mankind resort to violence then the masses of the
people must answer violence with violence, if they
do not wish to perish. And we Communists, and
Young Communists, are on the side of the forces of
progress in their struggle against violence of reaction.

Can we remain neutral to war, when the Italian
troops are in Abyssinia or the Japanese in China;
can we remain impassive when in Spain Franco, with
Hitler and Mussolini, is slaughtering the population
and trying to destroy the independence of the
country? Can we remain indifferent in face of the
violence of the fascists when they exterminate the
whole pppulation of Badajos, shoot hundreds of
people in Rio Tinto and massacre women and child-
ren in Madrid? Can we remain neutral when the
Fascists, pushing their cruelty to the limits of sadism,
carve up the body of a Republican pilot and drop
it down in a parachute on the streets of Madrid.

The Spanish people have not only the right to meet
the unleashed violence of the Fascists and reaction-
aries with equal violence, it is their direct duty to do
so, for their life is at stake.

In connection with the international offensive of
Fascism and the experience of Spain the words of
Comrade Dimitrov are particularly to the point. He
said :

* They (the Fascists, R.G.) have come up against the
armed People’s Front. The Spanish people to-day are

showing by their heroic fight how democracy must be
defended against Fascism.”

- Comrade Dimitrov, generalising on the events in
Spain declares:

* The time has come to defend democracy against the
Fascist attack by every means, including armed force.”

We are also told that we do not recognise the value
of man. And yet the Soviet Union is the only country
where the principle holds good, as Comrade Sralin
said, that “ of all the valuable capital the world pos-
sesses, the most valuable and most decisive is people.”

Those who accuse us of *“ denying morality ” should
study the words of Comrade Stalin in his interview
with the German author, Emil Ludwig, words which

cannot be read without a feeling of deep emotion:

“If in my efforts to elevate the working class and
strengthen the Socialist State of that class, every step
taken were not directed towards strengthening and
improving the position of the working class, I should
consider my life as purposeless.”

In his speech in the Kremlin on May 22, 1935, at
the meeting with the Red Army men who took part
in the May Day parade, Comrade Stalin said :

“ As for us, the members of the C.C., the members of
the Government, we have no other life but to live for
our great work, to struggle fir the general well being of the
people, for the happiness of all the toilers, for the count-
less masses. . .. "

This is our morality, the morality which we learn
from our teachers, the morality to which the Young
Communist organisations adhere and which they wish
to spread throughout the whole world.

It is not enough to reply to all the questions raised
by the Young Catholic and Young Christian organisa-
tions: we respect your religious beliefs and we want
unity with you. No, it is necessary to go deeply into
the many complicated questions raised by the Chris-
tian world and to give an exhaustive reply in each
individual case.

We want to strengthen the collaboration already
begun with the Young Christian organisations, to
smash the counter-offensive of the reactionary circles
of the Catholic Church, and achieve unity on the
basis of the essential demands and requirements of the
youth; and so, taking into account the concrete situa-
tion in each country we must work out with great
care the line of conduct and the arguments to be used
with regard to the great Christian and Catholic
organisations.

An end must be put immediately to sectarian ten-
dencies, to a contemptuous attitude towards the
Catholic youth wherever these tendencies still exist.

FOR CADRES ARMED WITH THE MARXIST
LENINIST THEORY

The task of all our Leagues is to work in the ranks
of the Young Communist, the Socialist and anti-Fas-
cist youth organisations so as to abolish sectarianism,
rid our organisations of all contempt towards the
religious youth, free our organisations of Left phrase-
mongers, arm the youth against Fascism, expose the
counter-revolutionary role of Trotskyism, the agency
of Fascism and train the youth in the spirit of the
teachings of Marx and Lenin. The cadres of the
Communist, anti-Fascist youth organisations must be
equipped with Marxist-Leninist revolutionary theory
so as to solve all the problems which engage the
minds of young people.

These are the cadres we must train to-day, cadres
devoted to the cause of the anti-Fascist struggle,
cadres which regard it as their task to train the youth
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for their struggle in defence of democracy by every
available means, including armed force.

We must also overcome the tendencies to boycott
military training for the youth, to boycott the army
which tendencies are still to be found in the ranks of
the anti-Fascist and democratic youth organisations.

We must use every opportunity to get the mass of
the anti-Fascist youth to study military science in the
schools, in order that the historic inevitability of
defending democracy by every method without excep-
tion does not become a mere phrase.

These are the problems before us. Great difficul-
ties stand in our path, but we have the strength to
overoome them. We have the strength because we

have teachers like Stalin, because we are being
trained in the ranks of the Communist International,
under the leadership of our Comrade Dimitrov. We
have the strength, because tens of millions of young
anti-Fascists and democrats are rising up to take part
in the struggle all over the world. We have the
strength because in the ranks of youth the idea of
fighting for peace and freedom, the idea of united
action is growing.

We have strength because we have already gained
some experience of our own. By studying our
experiences in a critical spirit we are convinced that
we shall be able to overcome all difficulties. We are
certain of victory!

THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF THE LEIPZIG TRIAL

DIMITROV’S GREAT VICTORY

By W. PIECK

T was three years ago on the 16th of December that

Comrade Georgi Dimitrov made his “closing
speech ” in the so-called Burning of the Reichstag
Trial as the accused before the German High Court
of Justice, which turned into a tremendous accusa-
tion against Hitler fascism. This speech showed the
whole world the complete superiority of Communism
over fascism. The Bolshevik behaviour of Comrade
Dimitrov during the whole trial was a powerful call
to the masses of working people throughout the
world, calling them to form the united and people’s
front against Hitler fascism, to form a front against
his crimes and to lead to his overthrow.

The remembrance of the burning of the Reichstag
by Hitler fascism, with which he introduced his
bloody offensive against the German people, is par-
ticularly in place to-day when Hitler fascism is under-
taking an even greater crime in his military interven-
tion in Spain. Comrade Molotov was only too right
in his statement at the Eighth Extraordinary Soviet
Congress :

‘“The German Fascists have truly deserved the Hero-
stratus fame of modern cannibals.”

Hitler fascism, after countless murders and execu-
tions, torturing men to death, beating them till
crippled for life in Germany, has now passed on to
sending German troops to Spain, so as to continue
his murderous work there, to rob the Spanish people
of their freedom and to prepare for them the fate of
the German people.

At that time Hitler fascism undertook its bloody
crimes with the excuse that it must save Germany

from Bolshevism, and to give battle in the Leipzig
Trial to international Communism. To-day he is
embarking on his greater crime of military interven-
tion in Spain, with which, under the pretence of
saving Europe from world Bolshevism, he wants to
let loose a world war. His earlier slogan, “ Germany,
awake! ” with which the Nazi band of murderers in
Germany carried through their pogroms and crimes,
has been turned by Hitler, Goebbels and Goering
into the slogan “ Europe, awake! ” in order to set
fire to the world. But the masses of working people
are preparing a defeat for this crime of Hitler
fascism such as the world has never yet seen.

The greatness of Comrade Dimitrov’s deed can
only be fully understood now when it is realised what
an apparatus the Hitler government put to work in
order to force through their plan “ to destroy world
Communism > at the trial in Leipzig. The whole
fascist press, all the bourgeois telegraph agencies, all
the bourgeois newspapers and correspondents abroad
whom they had bribed were busy for weeks before
the trial and during the trial with spreading the most
infamous lies about the alleged plans of the Com-
munists for an uprising, and the part taken by
Dimitrov in these plans. Forged statements and con-
fessions of the accused were spread abroad, false
witnesses were bought and coached. General
Goering saw to it that sensational news was spread
about alleged discoveries of secret documents, arms,
poisons, dynamite and similar things in Karl Lieb-
knecht House in Berlin, where the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of Germany was at that
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time. He knew it was a lie. Never were any dis-
coveries of the kind made. The whole apparatus of
the State was called on for this trial. The Hitler
government was absolutely certain of its success, of
winning world public opinion for the death sentence
it planned on Comrade Dimitrov.

What was the position of Comrade Dimitrov as
accused ? On the 9th of March, ten days after the
fascists had set fire to the Reichstag, Dimitrov was
arrested. During the six and a half months imprison-
‘ment up to the beginning of the trial on the 21st of
September, he was completely cut off from the outer
world, completely isolated, robbed of every legal pos-
sibility, manacled and forced to endure the worst
physical and mental tortures. The Fascists thought
to curb his spirit, to be able to catch him by surprise
with their * proofs.” In addition there was the fact
that Torgler, who was in the dock along with Dimi-
trov, by his attitude made it very much easier to carry
through the plan for the trial. Torgler not only took
a notortous fascist as his counsel, but also, openly
before the court, dissociated himself from Dimitrov’s
Bolshevik behaviour. The two Bulgarian Commun-
ists throughout the trial concentrated only on their
persona] defence.

But what did Georgi Dimitrov do at this trial?
The fascist court grew more and more enraged at
the behaviour of Comrade Dimitrov the longer the
trial dragged on, which only finished on December
23. It was a hard three months battle by Comrade
Dimitrov against the power of the court, of the State
apparatus, against the Public Prosecutor and the per-
jured witnesses he brought forward, and finally also
against the leaders of the Hitler government, Goer-
ing and Goebbels, brought in to save the plan which
was bound up with this trial.

From the first day of the trial when he stood be-
fore the public of the world, George Dimitrov main-
tained the quiet, thoughtful attitude of a Bolshevik
fighter, did not allow himself to be provoked, but
with iron consistency steered towards the exposure
of fascism as a burner of the Reichstag, and used
every opportunity to represent the cause of Com-
munism before the world. Dimitrov showed him-
self to be a loyal pupil of Lenin and understood how
to make use successfully and skillfully of the teach-
ings of Lenin to the revolutionaries on their behav-
jour before bourgeois courts, which he gave in a
letter in 1905 to comrades who had been arrested :

“It is best, at once, before the arguments on the
serious questions of the President to declare one is Social-

Democrat (to-day of course Communist, W.P.) and then

bring out in the speech what this means.”

Lenin in his letter, recommended that under con-
ditions similar to those in Leipzig, the accused revolu-
tionaries should make propaganda for their ideas and
take part actively in the proceedings of the court :

*““Why siwouldn’'t ene take part in order to catch out
the witnesses and to be able to agitate against the court.
OFf course great czre must be taken in order not to fall
into a tone of unsuitable justification. For this every
word must be considered. . . . If, on the other hand,
the facts are vague, if the witnesses of the secret police
are contradictory, then it is hardly suitable to deprive
oneself of the agitational material for the exposure of the
law.”

George Dimitrov, with his Bolshevist fight in the
trial, gave the finest example of the use of this teach-
ing of Lenin. He knew that by this fight he drew
all the hatred of the fascists on himself, that they
would all the more feverishly try to force the court
to pronounce his death sentence.

The court was a puppet in the hands of the fascist
rulers. General Goering in his “testimony” shot
the bolt of his wrath over the defeat of fascism at
the trial which could no longer be disguised. Gnash-
ing his teeth, he swore ai the “accused ” Dimitrov,
and threatened him with murder when he was let
free by the court. He roared :

“ What's your idea, you rogue. Just wait till we have
got you outside the authority of this court.”

But Dimitrov did not allow himself to be side-
tracked. With his question : “You are afraid of
my questions, Mr. Minister President ?,” and with
his remark : “I am very satisfied with the statement
of Mr. Minister President ” he was completely mas-
ter of the situation.

The Bolshevist attitude of Dimitrov has also been
adopted in fascist prisons, by thousands of imprisoned
anti-fascists, and also helped to give them courage
and force in their trials for the fight against the in-
dictment and for the presentation of their political
opinions. The great example, the steadfast behav-
iour of our worker revolutionaries, August Luettgens,
Fiete Schulze, Edgar Andre, Rudolf Claus and many
others before the court and even on the gallows, were
inspired by the great deed of Comrade Dimitrov.

But Georgi Dimiirov won great authority for the
Communist movement,—which affected even bour-
geois circles abroad. In the bourgeois press his be-
haviour in court aroused open wonder and admira-
tion. To give only a few examples :

“ The presiding judge has made Dimitrov the Danton of
the Reichstag trial, to the tremendous spirit which—I can
add this here—has more honour in Germany than one
might think.” (De Telegraf, Amsterdam).

“In the words which he threw in the face of the court:
‘I am here not as debtor but as creditor’ there was
something of the greatness of an historic moment.”

(New York Times.)

“ Natural dignity seems inborn in the Bulgarian.”

(Times, London.)

“ Dimitrov is a man of brilliant intelligence and ability
who has turned the dock into a dock for the accusers.
Dmitrov accuses the Nazi government and the law, and
the foreign press reporters look on him with complete
sympathy.” (Gazeta Warszawska, Warsaw.)
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When, at the end of the trial, the Supreme Court,
realising the defeat of fascism, had to let Comrade
Dimitrov and the three other accused go free, this
is first and foremost the great service of Comrade
Dimitrov. His attitude not only had the result of
interesting world public opinion in the course of the
trial, but it also involved the further developments
which were to result from the trial. By his exposure
of the provocation by Hitler fascism by means of the
fire, it made it impossible for the fascist court to
pronounce a death sentence or any other sentence.
It is true irony that the court condemned van der
Lubbe to death, their tool bought to set the fire alight.
By that fascism which carried out the sentence, con-
demned itself.

But with the end of the trial the fight was not over.
In spite of the sentence of release of Comrade Dimi-
trov and the three other accused, they were still held
in prison as before by the fascist rulers. The revenge
announced by Goering threatened Dimitrov because
of his Bolshevist behaviour in court, his courageous
propaganda of the cause of Communism.

Throughout the world a further, renewed move-
ment of protest was needed, (filled with the unex-
ampled, bold attitude of Dimitrov before the Court)
in order to force the Hitler government, on the 27th
February, 1934, to release Comrade Dimitrov and
the two other Bulgarian comrades, who had mean-
while received Soviet citizenship from the govern-
ment of the Soviet Union, so that they could travel to
the Soviet Union.

Comrade Dimitrov himself has declared:

“ We were released because the wave of indignation
about the shameful deeds of German Fascism rose so high
throughout the world, and Fascism in Leipzig had
damaged itself so much that they could do nothing else
than deport us.”

The significant result of the brave deed of Comrade
Dimitrov was that it became the signal to the work-
ing people throughout the world to come together
in the fight against Hitler fascism, and against fasc-
ism in general, to form the United and People’s Front
in the fight against all reactionary powers for the
maintenance of peace. Never before in the world
was such a tremendous international campaign car-
ried on with this result, as was the campaign for the
release of Comrade Dimitrov from the clutches of
German fascism. Never before have the working
people in the whole world so learnt to know their
power when they are united as they did when they
tore Comrade Dimitrov out of the hands of blood-
thirsty Hitler fascism. This campaign became the
beginning of the movement for the formation of
unity of action for which Comrade Dimitrov at the
Seventh World Congress of the Communist Interna-
tional gave the great slogan of the creation of the
United Front in the working class and the People’s

Front of the masses of the working people against
war and fascism.

Here lies above all the great historic importance
of the victory of Comrade Dimitrov in the Leipzig
Trial. This trial was thought out by Hitler fascism
as a justification of its terrible bloody terror, of its
murder of so many anti-fascist fighters. They
wanted to “ prove” by this trial that they had saved
the world from the Communist uprising. The bold
Bolshevist attitude of Comrade Dimitrov not only
defeated utterly this plan, not only exposed the
bloodthirsty criminal plans of Hitler fascism, but also
showed the masses of the people the path of vic-
torious struggle against fascism.

Comrade Manuilsky, in an article on the first anni-
versary of the collapse of fascist provocation in the
Leipzig Trial, aptly expressed this in the following
words :

‘“German Fascism, by burning the Reichstag wanted
to compromise Communism and to isolate the masses of
the workers from its influence. But in reality it managed
to compromise itself and contribute to the formation around
the Leipzig Trial that United Front of the world prole-
tariat, which in the end turned away the Fascist axe raised
over the heads of the Leipzig prisoners. The Leipzig
trial gave the impulse to the movement of the international
working class for unity in struggle, which made it possible
for the Communist International to develop the success-
ful application of the tactic of the united front.”

The progress of the idea of the People’s Front and
its realisation in France and Spain started with this
great deed of Comrade Dimitrov and with the first
great movement for unity of action of the working
people introduced by it. It is easy to understand
that the Hitler government regrets the release of
Comrade Dimitrov, as Ribbentrop, the fascist foreign
agent, expressed in a letter to Lord Allen of Hurtwood
in February of this year. He says that the release
is to be ascribed to the ““ Excessive gentlemen of fasc-
ism ” which will never be practised again. By this
he is aiming at the world wide demand for the release
of Comrade Ernst Thaelmann.

Comrade Dimitrov with his great victory is Leip-
zig, with the defeat which he dealt fascism in the
trial, also defeated the plan of Hitler fascism against
Comrade Ernst Thaelmann. The fascists made the
same attempts as they had made with Comrade Dimi-
trov, by forgeries, bought witnesses, lies and an in-
famous campaign to persuade world public opinion
that Comrade Thaelmann is a dangerous criminal,
who has 400 murders on his conscience and who is
the organiser of the uprising prevented by the fascists,
and many other such things. Although Comrade
Ernst Thaelmann, who is one of the most popular
leaders of the German proletariat, has been sitting
in prison since the beginning of March, 1933, Hitler
fascism has steadily postponed the trial. It is now
made known that they are not going to carry through
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the trial and Thaelmann has been transferred from
prison to protective arrest.

The life of Ernst Thaelmann is in constant danger,
because of the sharpening of the situation in Ger-
many, the growing indignation against the fascist
regime, the ever growing opposition within the ranks
of fascism itself and the undiminishing effects of the
military intervention of Hitler fascism in Spain. The
fascists know the great significance Ernst Thaelmann
has for the German proletariat. His imprisonment
is a deliberate blow at the masses of the working
people in Germany, for whose rights and freedoms,
for the improvement of whose standard of living, he
fought.

Comrade Dimitrov, immediately after his release,
made his first appeal to the whole world for the re-
lease of Ernst Thaelmann, which he declared to be
a matter of honour of the international proletariat
and as the duty of every honest thinking man in the
world. He gave the masses a characterisation of
Ernst Thaelmann with these words :

“ The life of Ernst Thaelmann shows that the true revo-
lutionary, the real proletarian leader only arises on the
basis of deep-going absorption of Marxism-Leninism, only
in the fire of the class struggle.

“ It is not enough to know theory—one must be steeled
to Bolshevik steadfastness as a revolutionary. It is not
enough to know what must be done for the victory of Com-
munism—one must have the courage to carry it through.

“ One must ever be ready, at the price of any sacrifice,
to do what serves the interests of the working class. One
must be able to subordinate one’s whole life to the
interests of the working class.”

These words of Dimitrov and the recollection of
his Bolshevik fight in Leipzig and his enforced re-
lease should spur on the masses of the working
people to the fight for the release of Ernst Thaelmann
and to force it through.

Hitler fascism, with the burning of the Reichstag
and the murderous terror which it introduced against
the Communists and all anti-fascists, aimed at des-
troying the Communist Party and of “rooting out
Communizm.” It dealt a very severe blow to the
Communist Party, and also to the Social-Democratic
and Catholic movement. But it was not able to
suppress the Communist movement and the work of
the Communist Party. The nervous, feverish cam-
paign which Hitler and Co. developed against the
Communists, or as they have recently taken to call
it, against “ world Bolshevism,” proves that the Com-
munist Party is working effectively in the country and
the Communist movement in Germany as throughout
the world is gaining strength.

The growing difficulties of the economic policy of
Hitler fascism in Germany, the growing indignation
against the fascist regime, the blind alley into which
fascism is running with its war economy, drives Hit-
ler fascism towards aggression, towards starting a
war, from which it hopes, by warlike conquests, to

find a way out of the home difficulties. The speeches
of Hitler at this year’s Nuremburg Congress were
based on the plan of starting a war of adventure.
He tried anyhow, to deceive the masses by his talk
about his apparent readiness for peace.

The aggressiveness with which Hitler campaigned
against democracy at the Party Congress shows clear-
ly the purpose of his plans. The West European
countries, like France, Spain, Czechoslovakia, Bel-
gium, Holland, Denmark and the Baltic border states
are the ones which are threatened by him in the first
place. But the great Soviet Union as well, particu-
larly the Soviet Ukraine, is the aim of his imperialist
plans. The military pact which Germany has con-
cluded with Japan under the cover of a pact against
Bolshevism, is to make easier the fulfilment of these
robber plans.

The military intervention of Hitler fascism in alli-
ance with Italian fascism against the Spanish people
shows clearly the swindle of his alieged readiness for
peace. The Hitler government is quite clear that
military intervention is an open act of war, which it
undertook speculating on the aloofness of France and
England. German soldiers are being sacrificed in
Spain to the imperialist robber plans of Hitler fascism
which are concerned with Spain and its colonies as
well as with positions in the Mediterranean. The
Spanish people are to be drowned in blood in
accordance with the openly proclaimed plans,

International solidarity, which has so often devel-
oped such tremendous force, as was particularly the
case in the release of Comrade Dimitrov, is also
helping the Spanish people. Throughout the world
the masses of the working people which as Comrade
Stalin stated, feel that the fight in Spain is not the
private affair of the Spaniards, but the affair of the
whole of advanced, progressive mankind. Interna-
tional solidarity which has found its expression in the
formation of the International Brigade and in the
other support, helps the Spanish people to prepare
an end for the criminal deeds of German and Italian
fascism in Spain. The Spanish and the German
peoples have now to bear the sacrifice which is being
called forth by this adventure of Hitler fascism in
Spain. But from this the forces will arise which will
make it possible to defeat Hitler fascism not only in
Spain but also in Germany. This fight will also have
the same effect on the Italian people also, against
Italian fascism.

The formaiion of the United and the People’s
Front, this great slogan of Comrade Dimitrov, is con-
tinually developing the force necessary to defeat
fascism. Communists, Social Democrats, Catholics,
Democrats, Republicans, all those oppressed by fasc-
ism, who are robbed of their rights, whose material
situation is constantly worsened, who are to be
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forced into war—they are beginning to understand
that only by the formation of unity of action in the
fight for democracy, for peace and well being can
fascism be defeated. The world of all the friends of
peace, all democrats must stand opposed to its
criminal war,

The country of Socialism, the Soviet Union, under
the wise leadership of our great Stalin, by its peace
policy, by its great example of the construction of a
socialist economy, by the constant rise in the well-
being and the cultural level of the masses, by the
national freedom of its peoples, pronounced in the
recently adopted new Stalin Constitution, by its

socialist democracy, the guaranteed right to work,
education, rest and care for old age, is showing to the
working people in the capitalist countries the path to
complete emancipation from slavery, exploitation
and the abolition of the constant danger of war of
the capitalist countries.

Hitler fascism shows its real face of hostility to the
masses of the people by its hatred, its lies which it
uses against the Soviet Union in the hope that thereby
it will win the masses of the working people for its
war crimes, and keep them back from unity in the
fight for the destruction of fascism, from the fight
for freedom, peace and well-being.

THE HEROIC STRUGGLE OF THE SPANISH PEOPLE

FALLEN IN BATTLE

VERY day of struggle brings with it fresh sacri-

fices. Communists, Socialists, Anarchists and those
who belong to no Party, workers, peasants and intel-
lectuals, who have taken up arms for the first time,
young people straight from school and elderly fathers
of families, women and girls are fighting and dying
side by side. Ever new reinforcements arrive to take
the place of those Kkilled, the fate of their perished
comrades does not frighten them. Anti-fascist work-
ing people from Germany, Italy, France, England,
Poland, Czechoslovakia and other countries are fight-
ing side by side with the Spanish, defending the
common cause of all advanced and progressive
mankind on the Spanish fronts.

* * * *

“ Communists in the front line ! ” This is the slo-
gan proclaimed by the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Spain. And the slogan met with
a lively response. In the battles against fascism, in
the battles for freedom and happiness in the land, the
Communist Party of Spain has lost not a few of its
best fighters.

One of the leaders of the Madrid Party organisa-
tion, by profession a baker, Huan Antonio Eredia,
who brilliantly passed the test of underground work,
whose spirit long months in solidarity confinernent in
gaol could not break down, perished at the gates of
Madrid while commanding the “ Asturia > battalion
of the Fifth Regiment.

Areliano, a Communist, was also a commander of
the Fifth Regiment, and the militia men said of him:
“ Wherever danger is, there is Areliano.” He was
struck down by an enemy bullet while commanding
the Fourth Brigade in the defence of the French
Bridge from the offensive of the fascists.

Then Captain Ezekiel Moreno Menailla. An old

member of the Communist Party in the Badajos
province, he took up arms in the beginning of the
fascist mutiny and fought in the battles at Alcala and
Toledo. Later, while commanding the First Com-
pany of one of the battalions of the Fifth Regiment,
Menailla perished in battle on the central front.

Evaristo Gil, an active leading member of the
Communist Party, leader of the railwaymen, well
known to the Madrid workers, also died in battle..
Courageous Communists like Commissars Thomas:
Gonzalez and Jesus Montero have also perished.

Young fighters from the United Socialist Youth:
Alliance display unequalled examples of loyalty to
the cause of the people. The names of Andres
Martin (Perez) and Lina Oden are famous among
millions of people throughout the world.

Andres Martin began to earn his living at the age
of 13, and while still a lad he joined the revolutionary
youth movement. He was one of the leaders of the
Y.C.L.,, one of the most beloved leaders of the
Spanish youth. From the first days of the fascist
rebellion Martin took up arms and fought against the
cnemy of the people, commanding a detachment of
the workers’ militia; he was killed in the front line
of fire.

Lina Oden, one of the closest comrades of Dolores
Ibarruri, was one of the leaders of the United Front
Alliance and of the Women’s Anti-Fascist Com-
mittee.

Lina perished in the province of Almeria. She
found herself alone and surrounded on the road by
fascists and, faced with the alternative of surrender-
ing to the enemy, she turned her last bullet on herself.

During a battle against the rebels on the Grado
section of the Asturian front, a young girl, Lempin,
was mortally wounded; she was the commander of
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one of the women's detachments of the Maxim
Gorky battalion. The girl commander died just as
her unit, despite the desperate resistance of the rebels,
had managed to occupy the hill dominating Grado.

Sand, a 19-year-old youth, member of the Barce-
lona city committee of the United Socialist Youth,
was killed in battle on the Madrid front. He was
fighting on the barricades during the July events in
Barcelona, He was constantly in the foremost posi-
tions on the Aragon front and commanded a bat-
talion on the Madrid front,

A number of military specialists, who before the
rebellion had been regular officers in the Spanish
army and remained loyal to the cause of the people,
apply their military knowledge with eminent courage
and fearlessness in the battles against fascism.

Commander Branias—“ Father Braniaz,” as the
men called him—was the best military specialist in
the “Lopez Tienda-Libertad” column. When the
government units were almost wavering under the
pressure of hostile tanks, Braniaz hurled himself to
the front and, with a fiery speech and by his own
example, encouraged the men and led them into a
counter-attack. The fascists retreated. On the field
of battle cleared of the enemy lay the corpse of
Braniaz, mowed down by fire from the tanks.

One of the officers of the Spanish Army who from
the first day of the rebellion actively fought in
defence of the Republic was Colonel Luig Gendolaz,
who fell in action on the approaches to Madrid.

The fascists are imbued with particular spite and
hatred towards these military specialists of the
Spanish Republic who rose in defence of the people.
Soon after the treacherous murder of one of the best
of the Catalonian people, Buenaventura Durruti, two
officers of the Republican Army, well known as
active fighters against fascism and militant com-
manders, Major Elime Esquobar and Auriel
Martinez, were treacherously shot down from
behind in Barcelona.

The best representatives of the Spanish intelli-
gentsia are also sacrificing their lives at the front.
Emiliano Barral, an active member of the Socialist
Party and talented sculptor, organiser of the People’s
Militia in Segovia, died a glorious death leading the
attack on one of the most dangerous sections of the
central front.

On the Sierra front a young, prominent anti-
fascist student, Nasario Cuartero, General Secretary
of the Federal Union of Spanish Students, met his
death. Together with many other comrades, he
fought for the salvation of Spanish culture, for a
free and happy life for the Spanish youth.

* * * *

The Spanish anti-fascist toilers are not alone in
their struggle: ever fresh units of anti-fascists from
different countries come to their assistance by leaving

their work and families and ready to lay down their
lives in the struggle against fascism. They bring with
them to Spain the hearty sympathy, militant solidarity
of the whole of progressive mankind. They fight
stubbornly and suffer heavy losses.

In the fighting near Madrid on December 1, one of
the best, most tried German Communists, a member
of the C.C. of the Communist Party of Germany,
Hans Beimler, was Kkilled.

Hans Beimler, a locksmith, joined the Communist
Party when it was first founded. In 1919 he fought
armed in defence of the Bavarian Soviet Republic.
For many years he was one of the most active func-
tionaries of the Communist Party, was elected a
deputy to the Bavarian Landtag and later to the
Reichstag. He enjoyed the love of the Bavarian
workers and was popular among them. The fascists
detested him. He was one of the first whom the
fascists hastened to arrest after the establishment of
fascist dictatorship in Germany. Beimler was put in
the Dachau concentration camp, where he was most
inhumanly tortured. Wanting to get rid of Beimler
altogether, but fearing to kill him because of the out-
burst of indignation his death would have caused
among the workers of Bavaria, the fascist butchers
left a rope and sharp knife in his cell, in the hope
that he would commit suicide. But Beimler told the
head official of the concentration camp: “1I have
been a member of the Communist Party for 14 years,
I have been fighting for my own life and that of the
working class, and T am not inclined now to part
voluntarily with my life.”

The butchers could not break down the energy of a
courageous proletarian fighter. Beimer managed to
escape. The little book about Dachau, published
soon after his escape, was one of the first human
documents, astounding in its force and verity, which
revealed the brutal face of fascism to the whole of
the civilised world. Hitler’s fine fellows avenged
themselves on Beimler by throwing his wife into
gaol; she is the captive of the fascist gaolers to this
day.

During the first weeks of the fascist rebellion in
Spain, Beimler began to organise German anti-fascist
units which voluntarily joined the armed forces of
the Spanish people. He died gloriously as he lived.
Dying he cried out “ Rot Front! ”

Many other German comrades, Communists,
social democrats and others, perished by Beimler’s
side in the fighting near Madrid. Both the Political
Commissars of the Thaelmann battalion, Gustav
Kern, and his army leader, Willi Wille, fell in action.
A number of Communists also perished: Georg
Mayer, Paul Baumgarten, Rudolf Gemmel, Philipp
Mayer, Josef Graaf, Willi Pukallus, Wilhelm
Engelmann, Robert Vigier, Richard Wagner and
Bruno Preuss. A number of social democrats who
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fought shoulder to shoulder with the Communists
also perished: Wilhelm Pfort, Paul Losch, Hans
Schwindling and Wilhelm de las Heras; among the
fallen German anti-fascists and those belonging to
no party are Maslow and Karl Katz.

Great is the number of Italian anti-fascists who
have perished on the fronts of Spain.

There is Guido Jacobini, a Communist from
Thurin. Having arrived in Spain during the first days
of struggle against the fascist rebels, he joined a
group of gunners in the Fifth Regiment. Jacobini
was killed on the Guadarrama front, defending his
gun till the last breath.

There is Attilio Papparotto, a Communist railway-
man, who long ago had to quit Italy, who was driven
also out of Belgium for taking part in the miners’
strike at Borinage, in 1931, and who has been work-
ing actively in France among the Italian anti-fascist
emigrants. One of the first to go to Spain, he
perished on the Huesca front.

Domenico Nardini, an active worker in the Com-
munist Party, who fought in the imperialist war, was
killed on the Talavera front while fighting in the
Italian ‘ Gaston Sozzi” battalion.

Renigio de Pola Maurovich, who perished at the
defence of Irun, had been an active member of the
Communist Party of Italy from the day of its founda-
tion. During the imperialist war he was a sailor in
the Austro-Hungarian fleet and took part in the
famous mutiny of the sailors in Cattaro. After that
he carried on illegal Communist work in Italy for
many long years. On the eve of his heroic death he
was taking an active part in the anti-fascist move-
ment of France.

Bruno Baldini, a member of the Italian Com-
munist Party since its formation, perished on the
Talavera front after fighting with great courage near
Irun.

But among the Italian anti-fascists who have
perished in Spain there are others besides Com-
munists. Mario Anjeloni, a Republican lawyer;
Pietro Bertoni, a gunner, was a Socialist from
Boulogne; Djuiseppe Puddas, member of the Central
Committee of the democratic organisation * Justice
and Liberty ’; Giordano Vezzoli, airman and active
worker in the same organisation; Enzo Picceli, a
young Maximalist; Fernando de Ross, a Socialist
student; Mario Rietti, a young journalist belonging to

no party, who had warm sympathies for the Com-
munist Party and came from a bourgeois family; a
number of anarchists Fisco Falasci, Giovanni
Barberis and Michele Centrone. They were all people
of different ages, different professions, but ready to
lay down their lives in the struggle against fascism,
and fighting on the different fronts of Spain shoulder
to shoulder with the Communists.

From among the English comrades who fought in
the International Brigade, the following died in
action: Ralph Fox, Arnold Jeans, Ray Cox, Harry
Addley, Sydney Avner, Joseph Gough, Martin
Messer, L. Birch, F. Brown.

There are not a few brave individual fighters
among the fallen in Spain, who have come from dif-
ferent countries to help in the struggle of the Spanish
people. Not long ago the name of a young Belgian
Socialist, the editor of the “ Peuple,” Pierre Brache,
who joined the army of the Spanish people on his
own initiative and perished in the fighting, was men-
tioned in the world press. Among the dead there is
also a young English artist, Felicia Brown, who went
to Spain to reproduce in artistic form the heroic
realities of the anti-fascist struggle, and who died
wounded by a fascist bullet. Among them is a
German actor, an anti-fascist emigrant, Alexander
Mass, who went to Spain to fight as a volunteer, and
there are many others.

& * * *

The fascist cannibals want to use the dead to
frighten the living; not so long ago the whole cul-
tural world was struck by the news of an unprece-
dented outrage committed against the body of a
Republican airman—one of the many heroes of the
glorious Spanish air force—whose body was hacked
into pieces and dropped into Madrid by parachute.

But the Spanish people are not to be frightened;
neither is it possible to frighten their self-sacrificing
comrades-in-arms, the fighters of the International
Brigade who have gone to Spain from different parts
of Europe. The fighters for the freedom and indepen-
dence of the Spanish people march boldly into battle,
their banners inscribed with the names of their dead
heroes. The examples of Eredia, Areliano, Antonio,
Colia, Andres Martin, Hans Beimler and many other
heroes inspire the fighters to new feats. Ever more
and more are taking the places of the fallen fighters.
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SECOND INTERNATIONAL AND SPAIN

N December 4, in connection with the appeal of

the Socialist Party and the Trade Union Centre
of Spain, a joint meeting of the Socialist and Amster-
dam Internationals took place in Paris. Having
heard the delegates from the Spanish trade unions
and the Spanish Socialist Party, this meeting adopted
a resolution which says:

“The two Internationals repeat that there can be no
question of equality between the legal government of the
Spanish Republic and the bloodstained bands led by rebel
generals and that the government is fully entitled to obtain
all the means necessary for its own defence. They are
of the opinion that at the present moment it is important
to concentrate all efforts in checking the reinforcements
of the Spanish rebels in arms or men by Fascism in other
countries.

“They declare that the preservation of peace, which
constitutes the supreme interest of the working masses of all
countries, and therefore takes the first place among the
duties of governments under Socialist control or in which
Socialists take part, cannot be assured unless democracy
takes a firm stand against Fascist blackmail and threats.”

However, if we compare the words of this resolu-
tion with the deeds of the leaders of the social-
democratic parties in the different countries, there is
a clear divergence between the words and deeds.
To-day, socialists are leading or participating in the
governments of France, Belgium, Czechoslovakia,
Denmark, Sweden. And in all these countries the
governments, under guise of “ neutrality,” treat as
equals—in direct contradiction to the resolution men-
tioned above—* the legal government of the Spanish

Republic and the bloodstained bands led by the rebel
generals.” In no single one of these countries does
the government allow the legal Spanish government
to carry out in actual practice the theory that * the
government is fully entitled to obtain all the means
necessary for its own defence.” In all these countries,
in downright opposition to the resolution solemnly
adopted by the Second and Amsterdam Inter-
nationals, the governments, under the guise of caring
for the preservation of peace, retreat step by step
before “fascist blackmail and threats,” i.e., act in
direct opposition to the preservation of peace.

The resolution of the Executive Committee of the
Socialist and Amsterdam Internationals was adopted,
as the social-democratic press informs us, after long
and passionate discussion. In the main, the resolu-
tion, despite its unclarity, the reservations and silent
gaps that it contains, corresponds to the will and
desires of the tremendous masses of Socialist workers
and trade union members. Now it is essential to put
into practice all that the resolution says. It is now
essential for them to act jointly with the Communist
workers who are giving active aid to the Spanish
people.

The duty of all honest anti-fascists is indicated in
the words of Comrade Dimitrov:

“In the struggle against fascism and war, not empty
words, not platonic wishes, but action is needed. To
achieve this action it is necessary to bring about the uni-

fication of all the forces of the working class and to carry
out unswervingly the policy of the People’s Front.”

THE UNITED ANTI-IMPERIALIST FRONT IN CHINA

OPEN LETTER TO THE KUOMINTANG

g VER a year has passed since the Communist

Party of China, the Chinese Soviet Government
and the Red Army published their declaration con-
cerning resistance to Japan to save the country.
Although our platform, the aim of which is to form
a united national front including all parties, group-
ings and circles, for joint struggle against Japan, has
the support of all patriotic leaders and the people
throughout the country, your Party and your govern-
ment have not resolved to adopt this platform and,
therefore, the sacred national war of defence has not
yet been launched. The Japanese aggressors, utilis-
ing this fact, have still further increased their aggres-
sion and, having obtained a finger, are demanding
the whole hand. We are threatened with the danger

of total enslavement, and the whole of our people are
in a state of constant panic. This tremendous danger
is only the result of the mistaken policy of your party
and your government. At this critical moment to-
day, when we are threatened with the doom of our
land and nation, our Party cannot fail to appeal to
you once more for the immediate cessation of civil
war, for the establishment of a united national anti-
Japanese front, for the organisation of a sacred
national war of defence so as to defeat the aggression
of Japanese imperialism, defend and restore the terri-
torial sovereign rights of China and save the whole
of our people from tremendous calamities. If, as
hitherto, you continue the civil war, instead of turn-
ing your bayonets against the foreign enemy, i you
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will not give up the policy of concessions, and under-
take resistance against the Japanese aggressors, if you
will not give up the policy of disunity and conduct
that of solidarity and unity, then an indescribable
catastrophe will occur, and you shall never be able to
erase this crime before the court of history. There-
fore, with all sincerity, we appeal to you and to all
members of your party in this present letter.

We have studied the Manifesto issued by the
last, second plenary session of the Central Committee
of your Party and also the report of Mr. Chiang
Kai-shek at the same plenary session. We consider
that the plenary session of your party has not yet
given a definite reply to the question concerning the
plan of national salvation, which in the highest
degree occupies the minds of the whole of our people,
and has not made essential, radical changes in the
foreign policy which were proposed at the Fifth Con-
gress of your party and were expressed in the words:
“ Until such time as all hopes of peace vanish before
us we shall not reject peace; and we shall not speak
lightly of sacrifices until the last moment, when these
sacrifices will become necessary.” This could not but
call forth deep disillusionment among the patriotic
masses of the people of our country.

True, Mr. Chiang Kai-shek in his report gave a
new interpretation of the policy adopted by the Fifth
Kuomintang Congress, when he said: “In our
foreign policy the minimum demand of the central
government is the preservation of the integrity of our
territorial sovereignty. We shall never tolerate any
country encroaching on our territorial sovereignty.
We shall never conclude any agreement that may
violate our territorial sovereignty.

“In the same way we shall not permit any cases of
violation against cur territorial sovereignty. To
speak more clearly, if, for example, anyone tries to
force from us recognition of a puppet state, i.e., the
signing of an agreement violating our territorial
sovereignty, this will mean that the last moment has
arrived when our patience is exhausted and we shall
have to make extreme sacrifices.” This explanation
given by Mr. Chiang Kai-shek is extremely essential,
because the people of China up to now have been
unable to understand the meaning of that last
moment when “ all hopes of preserving peace vanish
before us and it will be mnecessary to make
great sacrifices.” We recognise that this new
interpretation given by Mr. Chiang Kai-shek is
something in the nature of a step forward in com-
parison with the past, and we sincerely welcome it.
But fundamentally this explanation does not yet suf-
ficiently respond to the demands of the whole of our
people, for in the other part of his report Mr. Chiang
Kai-shek stated that: * All hope of peace is not yet
lost, judging by the diplomatic situation during the
last six months . . . as compared with what we had

six months ago, there still remains a ray of hope for
peace. I can say boldly that we have not yet arrived
at the last critical moment, judging from the results
of our diplomacy.” That is why Mr. Chiang Kai-
shek still was not desirous of raising the task of
organising a united anti-Japanese front, refused to
begin immediately a sacred war against Japan and
continues his policy of concessions, referring to the
defeat of Abyssinia as justification for such a policy.
This is to be regretted and is far from corresponding
with the demands of the masses of the people. The
loss of the four North-Eastern provinces, the occupa-
tion of the greater part of Chahar, the unbridled
license of the so-called anti-Communist autonomus
government of East Hupeh, the fact that the Hupeh-
Chahar Political Council has become a mere puppet,
the increase in Japanese military forces in Hupeh
and Chahar, North China’s loss of economic rights,
the open distribution of contraband articles through-
out the whole country, the restrictions imposed upon
national industry and trade, the menace of the
approaching complete bankruptcy which faces the
finances of the state, the destruction of the customs
and administrative regime, the widespread network
of Japanese administrative bodies with special tasks
to fulfil in the North and North-West of China, the
united offensive of the Japanese, Manchurian and
Mongolian troops under Japanese command in
Suiyang, the formation of the so-called government
of Inner Mongolia, the unrestricted flight of hostile
aeroplanes over our territory, the outrageous acts of
the Japanese Ronini*, the suppression—by direct or
indirect order of Japanese aggressors—of the
patriotic movement of the students and patriotic
propaganda among the people, the mass murder of
workers and peasants, the unbearable insults- against
many patriotic citizens in the army, among the police,
among journalists, and even among a number of
prominent representatives of your party and leaders
of your government, the violent removal of patriotic-
ally inclined troops from the garrisons, the threat to
seize Tsindao, incitement to the ‘ autonomous”
movement in South China, etc.—all these factors, in
the eyes of the people of our country, signify the
violation of the territorial sovereign rights of China.
In the eyes of the people the Shanghai-Busin agree-
ment concerning a truce, the agreement in Tangu, the
agreement of He Intsin Humets, the agreement for
struggle against the Communists in North China, and
other signed and unsigned agreements are all, with-
out exception, violation of the territorial integrity
and rights of China. This is why the whole of the
people consider that any hope of peace vanished long
ago, and that it is already high time to make up our
minds to extreme sacrifices. There is no other way

* Ronini—Bands if Japanese robbers,
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to preserve the territorial integrity of China and save
it from perishing than to conduct a determined
national war of defence through the mobilisation of
the people and armed forces of the country.

Japanese imperialism will never relinquish its
robber plan of enslaving China until that plan is
smashed to atoms at one determined blow by all the
forces of China mobilised for battle. The change in
the form and direction of the aggression of Japanese
imperialism and its declaration of “economic col-
laboration ” in no measure signify that Japanese
imperialism intends to cease its aggression, but is
only an attempt to facilitate its rapacious assault.
And anyone who thinks he can assert that there are
any fresh hopes of peace since the Japanese robbers,
after bringing new troops into Chahar and Hupeh,
turned their special attention for a moment on the
economic aggression in North China, is only
deceiving himself. Completely illusory also is the
view that the Japanese robbers will limit their in-
vasion of the territory to the North of the Yellow
River, and that the South can count upon quiet and
peace. Why, look! Even while you are saying that
there is still hope for peace, the troops of Japan, the
troops of Manchukuo, are undertaking a new big
offensive against Suiyang; beginning first of all with
the creation of a network of administrative organs
for special purposes in Suiyang, Ninsa, Inner Mon-
golia and Kiangsu. The Japanese aggressors have
now begun to build central aerodromes and branches
in all these places. In Szechwan, in connection with
their demand that a Consulate be opened in Chendu,
an incident occurred, as a result of which our own
patriotic citizens were killed. Having obtained fresh
reinforcements, the Japanese troops in North China
are ardently preparing for new seizures. Informa-
tion is being received concerning small conflicts
between the outposts of the 29th Army and the
Japanese troops. The situation in the North is
becoming more and more alarming.

Japanese so-called economic and military research
commissions, are entering all parts of China under
the pretext of making investigations. The network of
Japanese intelligence organisations cover all parts of
the country and are even penetrating into the most
varied organisations of your own party and your
government. All this points to the fact that our
country is in an extremely critical situation, it is
menaced with the danger of being seized once and
for all by the Japanese imperialists. There is no
longer any hope for peace with the Japanese aggres-
sors, it is absolutely essential, therefore, to resist.
All this is beyond question. And your arguments are
absolutely mistaken.

In the declaration of the last, Second Plenary
Session of the Central Committee of your party we
find the solemn statement that: * The essential factor

for resisting aggression is a concentration of all the
forces of national salvation under the guidance of the
centre, so that these forces can march shoulder to
shoulder and reinforce their front. Therefore, in
order to resist aggression and save the country, it is
essential to have complete unity and discipline. This
is an unshakable, iron law. The more so, therefore,
does unity of the military administration and com-
mand constitute the minimum demand put forward
to the present state.”

We are in full agreement that in order to mobilise
the forces of the whole of the Chinese people, in
order to ensure the complete success of the war and
resistance, it is absolutely essential to concentrate and
unite all the forces which stand for the salvation of
the country. During the Mukden events* our Party,
the Chinese Soviet Government and the Red Army
were already calling upon the people and the troops
throughout the country to join the sacred national-
revolutionary struggle so as to drive Japanese im-
perialism out of China. After the Shanghai battles in
1932, our Party, the Chinese Soviet Government and
the Red Army made a proposal to the army units of
your party and your government who were then be-
sieging the Soviet region, to put an end at once to the
civil war and negotiate for peace in order to conduct a
joint struggle against the Japanese aggressors. Imme-
diately after the North Chinese incident, we once
more made a proposal for a new policy, for the most
rapid organisation of a broad, united anti-Japanese
front covering all parties, groupings and circles to be
found in our country, at the same time making con-
stant proposals to your party and government to
cease the civil war, in order to march against Japan
in a united front. We also proposed the immediate
convening of a congress of delegates elected from the
people and army units, wishing to fight against
Japanese aggression, in order to lay down basic
measures for the anti-Japanese struggle and national
salvation, the election of an All-Chinese united
government of national defence, and the organisation
of a united anti-Japanese army on a broad scale. We
declared firmly that the Soviet Government is
prepared to take part in a government of national
defence organised on these lines, and that the Red
Army is prepared to subordinate itself to the com-
mand of the united anti-Japanese army, and to fight
on any definite section of the front to which it is allo-
cated, and fulfil the fighting tasks entrusted to it.
This proposal of our Party, our Soviet Government
and the Red Army fully coincides with the demands
of the people of the whole country, and is the only
correct policy of national salvation. Never before
have the people of the whole country demanded so

* September 18 1931—the day the Japanese seized Mukden,
i.c., the beginning of the actual occupation of Manchuria.
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insistently that civil war cease and that all forces be
concentrated and united for the common struggle
against Japan, as they are demanding to-day. Only
the Japanese aggressors and their agents are in-
terested in inciting to further constant quarrels, to
civil war in China, for it is precisely this that they
require as a condition for the complete enslavement
of China.

And meanwhile the line adopted by the last, second
Plenary Session of the Central Committee of your
party, which calls for “ concentration and unity,”
raises the question upside down. You must realise
that the reason the civil war has not ceased during
the last ten years, the reason why there is no unity,
lies in the policy of your party and government
which has been ruinous for our country, the policy of
dependence upon imperialism and, in particular, the
policy of non-resistance which has been pursued since
the Mukden events. Under the slogan of your party
and government “ first pacification at home and then
resistance against the foreign enemy,” the civil war
dragged on for years, one campaign after another
was sent against the Soviet regions and the Red
Army, and the patriotic democratic movements of the
people throughout the country were suppressed by
every possible means. And even until quite recently
you have pursued the policy of leaving the North-
East and North China to their fate, forgetting that
Japanese imperialism is the bitterest enemy of China,
and you have thrown all forces into the struggle
against the Chinese Soviets and the Red Army, sowing
internecine warfare in our own ranks. You utilised to
the utmost all the forces at your disposal to cut off the
advance of the Red Army on the front of direct
struggle against Japan, you demoralised the anti-
Japanese movement in the rear of the Red Army, you
ignored the anti-Japanese demands of the whole
country and deprived the people of their civil rights.
A situation was created in which patriotism was
qualified as a crime, and patriots were unjustly per-
secuted and confined in prisons throughout the
country.  Treachery against our people is en-
couraged, and the traitors congratulate each other on
the promotions they are given. To resort to such a
mistaken policy for purposes of “ concentration and
unity ” is, in truth, to do the same as the proverb
says: “ Climb a tree to catch a fish.” Only the oppo-
site results can be obtained from such a policy. We
sincerely warn you that if you do not change your
mistaken policy and turn your hatred against
Japanese imperialism, instead of directing 1t against
your own brothers, we shall be unable to maintain
even the situation which exists to-day, not to mention
the fact that “ concentration, unity and the modern
state " will all remain so many empty words.

Our people to-day demand concentration and unity
directed towards the struggle against Japan and for

national salvation, and not kowtowing to foreigners
and smothering the people. The whole of our people
insistently demand to-day that a government be set
up which will effectively fight for the salvation of the
country and the nation. They demand a truly demo-
cratic republic and democratic government, acting in
the interests of the people and according to a pro-
gramme which will allow, firstly, the organisation of
resistance against Japanese aggression; secondly, the
safeguarding of civil rights of the people; thirdly, the
guarantee of development in national economy and
the mitigation and elimination of the sorrows and
privations which the people are having to suffer
to-day.

If we raise the question of the modern state in the
true sense of the word, then these programmatic
demands are precisely the conditions necessary at the
present moment for semi-colonial China. But while
the people of the whole country are yearning for a
resolute struggle to be waged to realise these condi-
tions, your party and your government are pursuing
a policy which is totally contradictory to the desires
of the people. It is absolutely out of the question to
think of winning the confidence of the people in
this way.

The Communist Party of China, the Chinese Soviet
Government and the Chinese Red Army declare in
all seriousness that they stand for the creation of a
united democratic Chinese republic, for the conven-
ing of a National Assembly through general elections
and the formation of an All-Chinese United Govern-
ment of National Defence. We declare that the
moment a united democratic Chinese Republic is
established, the Soviet regions will become composite
parts of the united democratic republic, the delegates
from the population of the Soviet regions will par-
ticipate in the National Assembly, and a democratic
system will be set up in the Soviet regions similar to
that introduced in the remaining parts of the country.

We consider that the Council of National Defence,
the organisation planned by your party at the last,
Second Plenary Session of the Central Committee,
and the National Assembly, which is being called
now by your party and government, cannot fulfil the
task of concentrating and uniting the forces to save
the country. In the Council of National Defence
provided for by your last, Second Plenary Session,
only a small circle of officials holding the reins of
power in your party or the government will take part;
also, by virtue of the tasks entrusted to it, it is only
a consultative body attached to your government. It
is perfectly clear that such a council can do nothing
and cannot win the confidence of the people.
According to the “ Draft Constitution of the Chinese
Republic,” the “ organisational position concerning
the National Assembly,” and the “law governing
elections to the National Assembly,” adopted by your
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party and government, the National Assembly which
you insist on convening, similarly cannot achieve
anything, cannot win the confidence of the people,
for this meeting will be a body wholly in the hands of
a small circle of officials of your party and govern-
ment, it will serve only as its bauble and appendage.
A Council of National Defence and National
Assembly of this kind can have nothing in common
with the All-Chinese anti-Japanese Congress of
National Salvation (the Council of National
Defence), the democratic Chinese Republic and its
parliament, as they were proposed by the Communist
Party. We consider that the anti-Japanese Congress
of National Salvation should be composed of dele-
gates from all parties, groupings, circles and army
units, so that it can thus effectively serve as a repre-
sentative body for determining the measures essential
in offering resistance to Japan for national salvation,
and form an All-Chinese United Government of
National Defence. In just the same way, the
National Assembly must be elected by the people
throughout the country and be the supreme organ
of power in the democratic Chinese Republic. Only
a Council of National Defence, only an All-Chinese
Parliament of this kind can meet with the approval
and support of the people, only in them will the
people take an active part, only they can put the
tremendous work of saving the country and the
people on a truly firm and invincible basis. In the
other event, however loud-sounding the names of
these bodies, they will be of no use, and the people
of the land will never support them. We have proof
of this in the failure of different congresses and con-
ferences convened in the past by your party and
government.

The Second Plenary Session of the Central Com-
mittee of your party pointed out in its declaration
that ** adversities and difficulties are no surprise to us
and we shall never shirk the responsibility which, in
this connection, lies upon us”; and further, “ our
Party will do all in its power and all of which it is
capable to fight to the end for the future of our
country.” Of course, your party, which is the ruling
party over a larger part of the territory of the
country, must bear the political responsibility for all
that has taken place in the past. The Kuomintang
cannot shirk this responsibility since it is the dictator
in the National Government. In particular, after the
Mukden events, your party acted against the will and
the interests of the people of the whole country. And
as a result of this mistaken policy, almost half the
territory of our country is lost, and the responsibility
for this can by no means be shifted from your party
to other shoulders. Therefore, our Party and the
whole of the people of our country consider that in
so far as the loss of almost half the territory of the
country is the consequence of your policy, the

responsibility for restoring what has been lost
inevitably lies upon your party. At the same time, in
your party also there are not a few conscious

elements, who, realising all the horror of the
approaching fate of the country, and the fact that
any action against the will of the people is not to be
tolerated, are beginning to adopt a new attitude and
to express their indignation and dissatisfaction at
those elements in their own ranks who have caused,
and are still causing, harm to their party and the
country. The Communist Party of China fully sym-
pathises with this new change, warmly welcomes the
efforts and conscientious attitude of these members
of the Kuomintang, which is inspired by patriotic
sentiments, which supports and inspires the heroism
of the Chinese nation, and approves their self-sacri-
ficing desire to fight to save the country from ruin,
and their bold new efforts in this direction. We
know that there is a large number of conscious
patriots, the number of which is steadily growing, in
the central and local committees of your party, in
your central government and local government
bodies, and in all social, cultural and business circles,
among the students, scientific workers, in the world
of art, among journalists, women and industrial
circles, in religious societies, among medical workers,
and even in the ranks of the police, in different mass
organisations, especially in broad military circles
among the leaders of your party and its members, old
and new. This is a very pleasing fact. The members
of the Communist Party of China are prepared at any
time to offer a hand to the members of the Kuomin-
tang in organising a national united front of struggle
against the bitterest enemy of the people, Japanese
imperialism. We hope that these members of the
Kuomintang will, in a short space of time, become
such an influential force in the ranks of their party
that they can keep the upper hand over all the worst,
disgraceful elements of the Kuomintang who, against
the interests of the people, are actually acting as the
agents of Japanese imperialism. and traitors of the
country, namely, those who disgrace the name of
Dr. Sun Yat Sen. We hope that this influential force
will restore the revolutionary spirit of the three popu-
lar principles of Dr. Sun, will restore the three-fold
policy: alliance with the U.S.S.R., alliance with the
Communist Party, and support of the workers’ and
peasants’ movement. We hope that it will devote all
its “ mental powers and abilities  to carry out to the
end the three revolutionary popular principles and
three-fold policy, and to put into practice the doc-
trine of Dr. Sun as laid down in his last political
testament, “ fight to the finish.” We hope that this
force will take the responsibility for carrying out to a
finish the revolutionary work of Dr, Sun and will
rise up resolutely with all parties, groupings and
circles, all patriotic leaders and all our patriotic
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people, and fight to drive out Japanese imperialism
from China, for the democratic rights of the whole
of the people, for the development of the national
economy of China, to get rid of the suffering of the
majority of the Chinese people and to set up a
Chinese democratic republic, its democratic parlia-
ment, and democratic government. The Communist
Party of China declares to all members of the Kuo-
mintang: if you truly want to fight in this direction,
we will resolutely support you. We are prepared to
form 2 strong revolutionary united front with you, as
was the case during the first Great Chinese Revolu-
tion 1925-27, when there existed a broad united front
for struggle against national and feudal oppression,
for that is the only proper way to save our country
to-day.

You and all members of the Kuomintang, most
probably, have not yet forgotten the glorious history
of collaboration between the Communist Party and
the Kuomintang during the first great revolution. It
was precisely thanks to this collaboration that all the
national and feudal oppressors shook before us. At
that time our national oppressors, and Japanese
imperialism in particular, were very much afraid that
our collaboration might lead to final victory and the
complete emancipation of China. Therefore they
sowed the seeds of strife between us and set in motion
all possible means, threats and temptations, as a
result of which one side gave up their collaboration
and buried the united front. Do you feel no pricks
of conscience when you recall all this to-day?
To-day it is clear to all that if the Kuomintang had
collaborated with the Communist Party to the end,
China would not have been in the position it finds
itself to-day, when it is torn in pieces with impunity,
when it is almost half enslaved; but China would
have been an independent and free country. At the
present time the people of the whole country are
passionately desirous of restoring the collaboration
between both parties, in order to save the country,
being fully convinced that only by restoring the col-
laboration between both parties, and only through a
broad alliance with the remaining parties, groupings
and circles, can the salvation of our country truly be
achieved. Japanese imperialism and the traitors, of
course, will try once more to prevent collaboration,
for they know that it will be the last, fatal blow for
them. The so-called * three principles ” presented by
Japanese imperialism to your government and the
immediate aim of which is the “struggle against
Communism,” is just one of these attempts to prevent
this collaboration between the Kuomintang and the
Communist Party and, should collaboration be
arrived at, to smash it.

There are two alternatives: to form an anti-
Communist front, i.e., a united front to enslave the
country, together with Japanese imperialism and
national traitors, or a united anti-Japanese front, i.e.,
a united front to save the country, together with the
Communist Party of China and the whole of our
people. The moment has come for the final choice.
All hesitation and delay will lead only to the ruin of
the country and the people and will serve the purpose
of Japanese imperialism. The key to collaboration
between the Kuomintang and the Communist Party
lies in your hands. For, as stated by your last, the
Second Plenary Session of the Central Committee,
your party is responsible for the fate of the land.
And if your party truly wants to bear the responsi-
bility for saving the country, then the moment has
now come when you must come to the final decision.
When the country has already been enslaved, it will
be too late to repent and talk about collaboration.
We, for our part, have been prepared for a long time
to send our representative at any time and to any
place to undertake practical and concrete negotia-
tions with your representative, in order as quickly as
possible to arrive at a concrete agreement concerning
the anti-Japanese front to save the country; and we
shall strictly observe this agreement.

When a united front has been set up between us
and you, including all parties, groupings and circles
of our country, on that day we, together with you
and all the people of China, will have the right to
cry aloud:

“ Let the cowardly traitors and scoundrels cry out
in the face of Japanese imperialist violence: ‘China
is not strong enough to fight against Japan.””

The sons of the great Chinese people swear that
they will neither surrender nor retreat! We shall
fight to the last drop of blood for the independence
and emancipation of the great Chinese people. China
is not Abyssinia! The day will come when 450 mil-
lion Chinese people will proudly raise the banner of
the final victory of the national revolution in the
East, and will stretch forth a hand to all liberated
people, including the Japanese people, who will
throw off their imperialists in order to make the
whole world beautiful and shining in the light of the
new peace!

Let the enemy quake before our united front!
Victory is ours!

With national revolutionary greetings,
THE C.C. oF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF CHINA.

August 25, 1936.

811



POLITICAL NOTES

HITLER IN ALSACE

By H. EBERLEIN

HE shamelessness with which Hitler demanded

the suppression of Communist propaganda in
Alsace-Lorraine and the official protest made by
Hitler’s Ambassador in Paris to the Blum Govern-
ment against the speech of Thorez have shown world
public opinion that, despite all lying assertions,
National Socialism has not stricken the reconquest
of Alsace-Lorraine from its plans of conquest. In
view of this situation it is not unimportant to know
the attitude of the population of Alsace-Lorraine
itself towards German fascism.

During the war the men of Alsace-Lorraine served
unwillingly in the German army, and many of them
fought on the French side. The defeat of German
imperialism and the reunion with France were hailed
with joy by the great majority of the people of
Alsace-Lorraine. Fifty years of Prussian domina-
tion, under the heel of the police and bureaucrats,
had not succeeded in eradicating their love for
France as the country of the revolution, of peasant
liberation and of democracy. On the contrary, the
“Prussian bluster ” of the imported officials and
policemen, of the officers and non-commissioned
officers in the numerous garrisons of the border dis-
tricts, the baiting of recruits according to all the rules
of the art of the semi-absolutist Hohenzollern
regime soon made the population forget the great
economic advance in the years following 1870-71 and
encouraged their wish for reunion with France.

Only a small section of the big capitalists were con-
nected with the German bourgeoisie. To be sure, the
workers of Alsace-Lorraine had been closely inter-
woven with the German labour movement which was
highly developed in its organisation. But the transi-
tion of German Social Democracy to social imperial-
ism after August 4, 1914, put an end to this
connection also.

The reunion of the people of Alsace-Lorraine to
France was in accordance with the will of the great
majority of the people. But the victorious French
bourgeoisie has done everything to show the people
of Alsace-Lorraine that in the French Republic also
they have remained “ inferiors.” French finance
capital has taken pleasure in “compensating” de
Wendel and his colleagues, the war profiteers. They
traded the country’s railways among themselves and
exploited the Saar district jointly. They extracted
countless millions of profit out of reconstruction
work and reparations.

Meanwhile the peasants of the country were being
made to feel that they had lost their markets in the
industrial centres of South-West Germany. Their
wine and vegetables could not be sold or had to be
given up at ridiculously low prices. The great Alsa-
tian textile industry, which had lost the German
market, was in a pitiable state of stagnation. Only
the lords of heavy industry were doing good business.

If the Prussians had treated Alsace-Lorraine as a
conquered colonial country, the French bourgeoisie
acted no differently after 1918. They regarded and
treated this country as a French colony. Like
Algiers or Morocco, Alsace-Lorraine was a colonial
territory for the “inland French.” The -higher
officials in the police, judicial system and army, com-
ing from France, felt themselves quite in the position
of colonial officials and behaved accordingly towards
the population. Even if the outward manners of the
French officials did not reach the brutality of the
Prussians, this was more than counter-balanced by a
hitherto unknown corruption.

Complete chaos reigned in the language question.
The old people in the country who had been educated
before 1870 spoke French; the generations from 1870
to 1918 speak German, and the youth of to-day again
speak French.

Through their policy carried out only in the
interests of the big bourgeoisie and through their
toleration of the foulest corruption, the reactionary
French governments of Tardieu, Laval and the rest
have prevented Alsace-Lorraine from economically
and ideologically assimilating with France. Those
who regarded Alsace-Lorraine merely as a region to
be exploited, regarded its population merely as a wel-
come addition to the objects of exploitation. They
saw in the broad sections of the middle class and the
peasants merely a bothersome competition which had
to be suppressed. _

Notwithstanding this, no special inclination was to
be observed among the Alsatians for a return to
Germany.

Apart from the class-conscious proletariat with its
international orientation in Alsace-Lorraine and
apart from the big bourgeoisie who were guided by
German or French interests, a tendency had for a
long time been making itself felt, especially in the
broad middle sections of the population, towards
“being neither German nor French.” Their
cherished dream was an independent state similar to
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the Eastern border states. Separatist and autonomist
tendencies found numerous adherents among these
sections. These tendencies remained in force in the
first period after Hitler’'s coming to power in
Germany.

The situation changed radically after the Saar
Plebiscite. Hitler’s great success in the Saar Plebis-
cite caused the wavering middle sections to incline
towards the side of the stronger, i.., towards Hitler
Germany. They were further encouraged by the
shameful betrayal of their interests by the Lorraine
heavy industry which was under French influence;
this brought them into greater contradiction with
France. The Alsatian peasants, who had had a large-
scale customer for their agricultural produce in the
industrial region of the Saar, were betrayed during
the economic negotiations with Germany after the
restoration of the Saar, for the Lorraine heavy
industry sacrificed the vital interests of the Alsatian
peasants for its own profit during these negotiations
with Germany. Thus much of the sympathy of the
Alsatian middle classes for France was destroyed.
Many threw themselves into the arms of Hitler
fascism. The separatists became avowed agents of
Hitler in Alsace, while the autonomists, under the
influence of the clergy who defend their ecclesiastical
rights against the French clergy and are to-day fol-
lowing the Pope’s instructions in rabidly attacking
the Communists and opposing the People’s Front,
have already declared the slogan: ‘ Rather with
Hitler than with Moscow.”

Since then Hitler has gained strong positions in
Alsace which cannot be left out of account by the
People’s Front.

Whole packs of German plain-clothes men, spies
and propagandists are working in Alsace. The
separatist newspapers are directed and subsidised
from Berlin. The strongest propaganda is carried
on by the Evangelical Clergy, who openly favour
National-Socialism. The Ex-Servicemen’s Unions, in
which officers and non-commissioned officers of the
old German army have the main influence, are the
stronghold of  National-Socialist  propaganda.
Goebbels expends large sums of money in order to
accommodate Alsatian families in Germany during
their vacation, and here they are skilfully plied with
propaganda. The Strassburg Broadcasting Station,
which is clumsily managed, is hardly listened to at
all; going down the street of an evening, one hears
radio programmes from Germany in every house and
every restaurant.

% * * *

Eleven months’ sojourn in the Strassburg Examina-
tion Jail enabled me to observe the strong
influence of German National-Socialism. All middle
and lower officials were open German National-
Socialists. The higher officials, such as the public

prosecutor, examining magistrate and judge, were
French fascists.

On the very day of my arrest police commissars
Becker and Leonard received me with the remark:
“ A pity the Gestapo isn’t here, then you'd get it hot.”
At the same time there was a rabid campaign being
carried on against the Soviet Government, whose
members were described only as a “gang” or
“ rascals,” despite the fact that the Soviet Govern-
ment had signed treaties with the French Govern-
ment which have done much for the peace of Europe
and can do still more. In answer to my remarks
about the dreadful terror of fascism in Germany,
Becker answered me with the approbation of the
examining magistrate: *“ Oh, it’s not at all so bad in
Germany.” On the third day of my arrest a police
official came in and said to me: “So you're still here,
eh? Probably because you're too stingy. Things
here aren’t as decent as in Hitler’s country. Money
will get you anything you want from them ”—and he
pointed to the room of the police commissars.

The only ornament in my cell consisted of 12 swas-
tikas, and despite my request they were not removed
by the prison authorities. There was in the prison a
library of about 70 volumes, and all the books con-
sisted of Pan-German literature; there was not a
single book which did not contain the most rabid and
abominable propaganda against France. Every book
was full of the most stupid incriminations and insults
of the French people. For example, there was a ten-
cent thriller, a one-shilling shocker called “ Das
Oradorium,” by Stegmann, which contained literally
the following: *“The French are a people of rogues
who must be wiped out.” When I complained to the
warden of the prison about this sort of literature
nothing was done. Not until eight months later,
after the elections in the spring of 1936, was this
literature suddenly removed and destroyed, but no
new books were provided. The German-speaking
prisoners were accordingly instigated against me
because it was supposed to be my fault that their
books had been removed.

The greater part of the warders are open National-
Socialists; many of them were sergeants or non-
commissioned officers in the German army during
the war. If any German National-Socialists are
brought to this prison, these men treat them in the
friendliest possible fashion, whereas others are con-
tinually being shouted at and baited, the younger
ones being sometimes even beaten. Jewish prisoners
were treated in a particularly shameless manner. One
warder told me that when listening to Hitler’s speech
over the radio on the march of the German troops
into the neutral zone he had shed tears of enthusiasm.
Another told me the day before the elections: “1I
hope the parties of the People’s Front will get licked
to-morrow.” And a third, a Prussian cavalryman
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named Rusch, who was specially vicious, declared
after Blum had been appointed Prime Minister:
“ Blum is just as much a rogue as the other French
Ministers. When he has stolen enough to fill his
pockets he will clear out.”

But the Nazi propaganda of all the others was sur-
passed by the Evangelical Clergyman; although he
knew that 1 did not belong to his church, he visited
me in my cell, drew an enthusiastic picture of the
new Germany under Hitler’s rule, and advised me to
make my peace with Hitler!

It is no contradiction when the higher French
officials work hand in hand with the middle and
lower officials, who are German Nazis; for it is well
known that the fascists of all countries pass the cards
to one another like old and experienced card-
sharpers.

If things are like this among the French officials,
one can easily conclude what progress German Nazi
propaganda has made among the middle classes in
general, and among one section of the unemployed
and non-political workers in particular. “ Only
Hitler can save us” is a phrase frequently to be
heard, which is meant to give expression to the
people’s aversion for the “ inland French.”

However, it would be quite wrong to conclude
from this that the whole people of Alsace-Lorraine
are to-day under the influence of National-Socialism.
In addition to the class-conscious proletariat, there is
not only strong feeling against the Hitler regime
among the workers, but even among the peasantry
and the intellectuals there are many elements who are
opposed to Hitlerite barbarism. If these forces are
too little in evidence, this is due to their defensive
tactics; Hitler’s friends, on the other hand, make a
great deal of noise and pretend to have more strength
than they really possess.

The influence of the Nazis in Alsace-Lorraine is
not in the nature of an inevitable destiny. If the
French Goevrnment breaks with the old methods of
government in Alsace; if it ceases to regard Alsace-
Lorraine as the newest French colony; if it helps the
population of Alsace-Lorraine in economic spheres
and opens the French market for the produce of the
Alsatian poor and middle-peasants; if it ceases to
undercut the Alsatian vine-growers with Algerian
wine; if it sets free the masses of Lorraine workers
from the clutches of de Wendel and his colleagues,
who to-day are still ardent adherents of the old
“silent regime ” on the Saar; if it removes the old
colonial administrators from the state machine and
appoints officials who enjoy the confidence of the
population; if it respects the language of the Alsa-
tians, their national culture and their national
peculiarities; if it wholly fulfils its People’s Front

programme in Alsace-Lorraine and does not content
itself with humble beginnings of this programme—
then it will be quite possible, and even easy, to break
the influence both of the Nazis and of the French
fascists in Alsace-Lorraine and to win the working
people of this country for the People’s Front move-
ment against fascism and against war.

That these possibilities exist is proved by the meet-
ings that were organised by the Communists in
Alsace. Threatened by the fascists, all forces of the
People’s Front declared their solidarity with the
Communists; they are ready for united struggle
against fascism.

The Communist Party of France has fully recog-
nised the importance of the Alsace-Lorraine question
for the struggle against fascism and in particular
against Hitler fascism. For years past it has been
demanding that an end be put to the corrupt regime
of administration in Alsace-Lorraine; it defends the
national demands of the people of Alsace-Lorraine;
it demands economic measures to benefit the workers
and peasants of this border country.

The Communist Party of France, in closest alliance
with the Communists of Alsace-Lorraine, has
launched a struggle against the fascist forces in
Alsace. The General Confederation of Labour, in
which Social Democrats and Communists are to-day
working shoulder to shoulder, is upholding the
interests of the workers of Alsace-Lorraine with the
same energy and with the same firm will as those of
the French proletariat. This struggle is an important
part of the struggle of the People’s Front against
fascism and reaction throughout all France. The
Blum Government, which drew back before the
threats of the Fascist clique of officials and bourgeois
in Alsace-Lorraine, just as it did before the threats
of Hitler, and which prohibited Communist meetings,
thus failed to carry out the will of the People’s Front
forces in Alsace-Lorraine and throughout all France.

The legitimate economical, political and national
demands of the people of Alsace-Lorraine form a
necessary component part of the whole French
People’s Front movement. The whole freedom-
loving, progressive, anti-fascist French people has the
highest interest in seeing that the Blum Government
takes and carries through vigorous measures against
the undermining work both of Nazi-agents and of
French fascists in Alsace-Lorraine, purges the
administrative machine and gives economic aid.

With such a policy it will not be difficult to win
Alsace-Lorraine completely for the cause of peace
and democracy, and thus to set up a still stronger
line of lefence against Hitler fascism and against
war than the Maginot Line can be.
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IT WAS A CASE OF JOYLESS LOVE

By WALECKI

N November 22 there appeared the last number
of the ‘ Arbeiterzeitung,” published in the town
of Brno, Czechoslovakia; the “ Arbeiterzeitung” is
the organ of the Austrian socialists.
The leading article, headed “ Farewell! ” begins
with the words:

“We are compelled to cease the weekly publication of the
‘ Arbeiterzeitung’ on the territory of the Czechoslovakian
Republic. To-day our weekly is appearing for the last time
in Brno.” (Italics in the original—H. W.)

It goes on to explain the cause for this compulsory
cessation of publication:

“In view of the fact that the Austrian Government itself
has not been in a position to cut off the distribution of the
¢ Arbeiterzeitung,” it has been trying to get it proscribed
through diplomatic negotiations. The changes in the inter-
national situation in the Danube countries, which also deter-
mine the foreign policy of the Czechoslovakian Republic,
favoured such a policy. And indeed, henceforth the ‘Arbei-
terzeitung® can no longer appear on the territory of the
Czechoslovakian Republic.” (Italics in the original—H. W.)

Just a few words in comment on this communiqué,
which, though restrained in tone, is sufficiently clear.

The “ Arbeiterzeitung ” was once one of the largest
social-democratic newspapers in Europe. It was
founded in Vienna in the beginning of the ’nineties
last century by Victor Adler, and during the course
of decades under the brilliant editorship of Friedrich
Austerlitz, a talented publicist, it was the leading
organ and mirror of Austrian Social-Democracy, the
model section of the pre-war and the post-war Second
International. Many can recall the leading article,
“ The Holiday.of the German People,” in which the
“ Arbeiterzeitung ’ celebrated August 4, 1914, the
day when the Social-Democratic fraction in the
German Reichstag voted credits for the imperialist
war. It was jn the “ Arbeiterzeitung ” that Austrian
Social-Democracy pursued its policy in 1933-34, after
the downfall of German Social-Democracy, a policy
of conciliation with the growing fascism in Austria, a
policy of unlimited concessions, a policy which
avoided all struggle. And when, in February 1934,
when Austrian fascism, growing more and more
insolent, decided to deal with the Austrian working
class at one blow, when the belated armed resistance
of the heroic proletarian vanguard was drowned in
rivers of blood, the old “Arbeiterzeitung” ingloriously
left the stage.

The leaders in emigration, headed by Otto Bauer,
decided to revive the publication of the ¢ Arbeiter-
zeitung ” if only in the form of a modest weekly
newspaper. They chose the town of Brno in Czecho-

slovakia in which to publish it. It was not without
reason that they counted upon the hospitality of the
Czechoslovakian Government, in which a number of
Social-Democratic Ministers participate, and which
at that time had no grounds for particularly reckon-
ing with a weak and unfriendly Austria.

However, the lot of banishment turned out to be
sufficiently bitter even for the former leaders of the
one-time powerful and wealthy Austrian Social-
Democracy. The Czechoslovakian hosts, who bore
with them in their house, treated them like poor rela-
tions. The * Arbeiterzeitung > itself had to adapt
itself all round. The paper was intended for dis-
tribution in Austria itself to serve the former Social-
Democrats, who were ashamed of their own name
and called themselves “ revolutionary socialists,” and
so the “ Arbeiterzeitung ” had to adopt a Left posi-
tion on a number of questions. In order to keep in
line with the organisation of revolutionary socialists
who had joined the united front with the Communist
Party, it had to defend the united front on the whole,
with the amendments it made to suit the personal line
of its editor, Otto Bauer. But at the same time, since
it was published in Czechoslovakia, it had to adapt
itself to the political tasks of those whose hospitality
it was enjoying, i.e.,, to the views of the Czecho-
slovakian Social-Democrats, who belong to the reac-
tionary wing of the Second International and are
arch-enemies of the united front with the
Communists.

This manceuvring might have continued for a long
time yet, had not a conflict flared up suddenly
between the host and the guest, which led to a prema-
ture separation. This conflict, between members of
one and the same International, arose out of the
immediate questions of international policy. To use
the words of the farewell communiqué of the
“ Arbeiterzeitung,” *the international situation in
the Danube countries ” has changed. * Austria has
changed from being an object of dispute between
German and Italian imperialisms and become their
uniting link.” Having, therefore, brought about a
sort of “anschluss” with Hitler Germany,the Austrian
Government spoke with the Czechoslovakian Govern-
ment in the “ Berlin ” language. Simultaneously the
Hitler Government and the Schuschnigg Govern-
ment demanded that the Prague Government close
down the German (“Neuer Voerwaerts”) and
Austrian  (“ Arbeiterzeitung )  Social-Democratic
newspapers published on the territory of the Czecho-
slovakian Republic.

And the Czechoslvakian Social-Democratic Minis-
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ters, following the same policy of “not vexing the
beast” which Bauer and Wels had at one time
pursued in their own countries, obeyed the order.
Bauer and Wels were asked to ‘“choose a more
secluded lane for their walks.”

The farewell article in the “ Arbeiterzeitung”
finishes with the words:

*“ To-day the struggle of the Austrian working class

COMINTERN PEOPLE

against Austrian clerico-fascism which Hitler Fascism is
towing in its wake, acquires greater international impor-
tance, and therefore has the right to demand the increased
solidarity and support of the international proletariat and
international democracy.” (Italics in the original—H. W.)

This totally incorrect state of affairs is a well-
aimed blow at the Czechoslovakian colleagues of
Bauer and Wels.

NIKOS ZACHARIADIS

N August 4, 1936, General Metaxas, Hitler's

representative, carried out a military-fascist coup
d’état in Greece and set up a terrorist dictatorship.
Parliament was dispersed, all political parties were
dissolved and an orgy of arrests began. Communists,
Socialists, peasant leaders, Liberals, in all 3,500 anti-
fascists were thrown into prison or exiled to barren
islands.

In September a special government statement was
tssued to the effect that Nikos Zachariadis, the
General Secretary of the Communist Party of Greece,
had fallen into the hands of the police. The govern-
ment of General Metaxas celebrated the arrest of
Comrade Zachariadis as a great victory, for not only
is he the leader of the young Communist Party of
Greece, which, in spite of the fact that he has been
forced to lead the Party illegally during the last few
years, has won tremendous popularity and the affec-
tion of vast masses of the working class of Greece.
Zachariadis is the initiator, the founder and organiser
of the anti-fascist front, which has rallied to its
banners, besides the workers, Communist and mem-
bers of the revolutionary trade unions, working-class
organisations of all tendencies, peasant organisations,
the organised artisans and small traders, and broad
sections of the intellectuals.

When the comrade of Zachariadis, Comrade
Sklavenos, delivered a long speech in the Greek Par-
liament at the end of April, 1936, on the subject of
the declaration of Metaxas, who was then chief of
the “ constitutional” =~ government, among the
demands put forward by him and accepted by a
Parliamentary majority, was one for ammnesty for
political prisoners. And Comrade Sklavenos insisted
most emphatically upon immediate amnesty for
Nikos Zachariadis, the leader. of the Communist
Party, sentenced to many years of hard labour ten
years ago on a false accusation of having murdered
a Trotskyist provocateur who took part in an assault

of an armed band upon the editorial offices of the
Communist Party newspaper.

In October, 1936, Comrade Zachariadis was sen-
tenced to four and a half years’ imprisonment for
belonging to the Communist Party. But this was not
enough for the bloody dictatorship of Greece. A new
trial has been opened against Comrade Zachariadis,
who is sitting in chains in solitary confinement; the
old provocative accusation of murder has been
brought against him . The prosecution are demand-

ing the death sentence.
* * * *

Comrade Nikos Zachariadis was born in 1903 in
the family of a tobacco worker. He finished the
elementary school and went to high school, but
after one year there, when he was 14, for lack of
the means for studying, he left school and went
to work in the same factory as his father.

In 1919 Zachariadis moved to the town and
worked first as a tailor’s hand, and then a sailor
(till 1923). He joined the seamen’s union in 1921,
and took part in the strikes of the seamen. In
the same year he joined the Y.C.L., organized and
educated the young workers, and displayed excellent
qualities. In 1923 he was already a member of the
Communist Party of Greece, and actively partici-
pated in all the struggles of the Party for the
emancipation of the working people.

In 1925 Zachariadis was arrested and accused of
treason because he defended the question of equal
rights for the national minorities which compose the
Greek state, at a meeting in Salonica.

During the military-fascist dictatorship of Pan-
galos in 1925-26 Zachariadis, while in Salonica and
later in Pyrea worked ardently among the workers
and even among different sections of the toilers and
democratically inclined masses, for the overthrow
of the dictatorship of General Pangalos.

The role he played was extremely great also after
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the fall of the Pangalos dictatorship, when the
militarists wanted to send their forces against the
republic in order, once more, to set up a fascist
dictatorship. At that time, Comrade Zachariadis
marched in the front ranks of the tremendous
demonstrations of the people of Athens (over
300,000); he led them, spoke at meetings, took a
lively part in disarming the gendarmes and soldiers
and seizing an armoured car.

Up to 1920, he actively participated in all the
mass activities of the toilers of Athens, Pyrea, and

Salonica. He did not refuse any work. He dis-
tributed proclamations, and organized and led
strikes.

Comrade Zachariadis was arrested a number of
times: nine times he was arrested, five times he
escaped; and spent two years in all in prison.
Because of his active work and the prominent role
he played in the working-class and popular move-
ment, the police were anxious to get rid of him;
consequently, in 1926 they accused him of a crime,
the murder of a provocateur, which they alleged he
committed during the assault upon the editorial
offices of the Communist Party newspaper, the
“ Rizospastis”.

In spite of police persecutions, Comrade
Zachariadis never relinquished his work, but con-
tinued his work to emancipate the people all the time
illegally. During this period he was arrested three
times, but each time managed to evade the police,
and each time, with increasing energy, and experi-
ence, he continued the work to which he had
devoted himself.

His fruitful work promoted him to leading posts.
After long years of Party work he was elected
General Secretary of the Communist Party of
Greece, and at the Seventh Congress of the
Comintern he was elected a member of the Executive
Committee of the Comintern.

He played an exclusive role in forming the united
front and bringing about trade union unity among
the working class.

At the Sixth Congress of the Communist Party
of Greece which took place in December, 1935,
Comrade Zachariadis delivered a long speech which
was published in the “ Communist International.”

Under the leadership of Comrade Zachariadis,
the Communist Party of Greece conducted a con-
sistent struggle against the fascisation of Greece.
During the parliamentary elections in January of
this year, the people’s front headed by the Com-
munist Party, obtained considerable success: the
people’s front obtained 15 seats while the present
dictator, General Metaxas, obtained only 5.
Agreement was obtained under the leadership of
Zachariadis between the Liberals and the Parlia-

mentary fraction of the bloc set up between the
Communists, the agrarians, the United General
Confederation of Labour and other local organisa-
tions, the agreement aimed at reinforcing the
democratic liberties of the people.

In May, 1936, under the leadership of Comrade
Zachariadis, a tremendous general strike of protest
against the shooting of a demonstration of tobacco-
workers on strike in Salonica took place; the demon-
stration united in one outburst of solidarity half
a million workers and petty-bourgeois toilers in all
the towns of Greece. Under his leadership, a
nucleus of the people’s front was formed out of
the Communist Party and the Agrarian Party
(Sefianopustos), around which broad sections of anti-
fascists began to rally. At his initiative, the Com-
munist Party put forward the slogan of collaboration
between all non-fascist political parties for struggle
against the Metaxas government even before the
August 4 coup d’état.

The Metaxas government knows the value and
importance of this man, and are consequently pre-
paring to murder him foully.

Only the wave of indignation of the Greek people
and international protests can wrench Comrade
Zachariadis from the hands of the butchers.

* * * *

FROM THE REPORT DELIVERED BY COM-
RADE ZACHARIADIS AT THE SIXTH
CONGRESS OF THE C.P. OF GREECE
(December, 1935)

Communists are real politicians. They are not
dreamers, but realists, political fighters, always
basing themselves upon a correct estimate and pro-
found knowledge of actualities.

Greece is faced with a dilemma: either to go to
the right, to fascist dictatorship, or to turn reso-
lutely to sovereignty of the people with the prospect
of an all round blossoming of the Greek people . . .

Our Party has set itself the central task of barring
the way against fascism and reaction . . . with all
the means . . . at our disposal.

Fascism, however, is not yet crushed. We have
not succeeded in barring the way against it once
and for all . . . There are some who consider that
fascism in Greece was conquered after the fall of
the Kondyllis dictatorship. It is true that fascism
has suffered a number of defeats in Greece . . .
However, all this does not give us the right to
say that we have finished with fascism in Greece,
to assert this would be a big mistake.

First of all, the restoration of the monarchy is
creating the necessary factors for the development
and reinforcement of reaction and fascism. Business
circles, close to Kondyllis (and after the death of
Kondyllis in January, 1936, his role passed over to
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the present dictator, Metaxas—Ed.), having rallied
to themselves the terrorist elements and arch-
reactionary officers, are also working in this
direction .

We must explain to the masses of the people,
we must prove to them convincingly, that we .are
not only unmasking fascism and its crimes against
the people, we are not only fighting against the foul
intentions of fascism, but that we can, already to-
day, save the country from heavy calamities.

Our Party is becoming a big, mass Party, and we
are already a serious political factor. Everything
we say reaches the very heart of the people. We
must show the masses that a fine, cultured life can
be built up in Greece, that conditions are already
ripe for the creation of a democratic government
of the people.

A government of this kind, based on all the
parties of popular democracy, on the will of the
people, on democratic organizations, could adopt

measures which would definitely turn our country
from one of decline into one of prosperity. .

A government of this kind would resolutely
establish democratic liberties and crush all the
attempts of reaction “to raise its head”, and so,
on the basis of this program, would take the road
which would lead to the final democratic reforma-
tion of Greece . . .

We are indebted for our success to the fact that
the Communist Party, acting in the spirit of the
decisions of the Seventh Congress of the Communist
International, has effectively pursued the line of the
Communist International. We have the broadest
possible opportunities before us. Only we, the Com-
munists, by rallying together in a united front with
all honest, progressive, democratic forces, can save
the country from the danger of a barbarous fascist
regime, from a foreign yoke, and bring it on to the
broad road of emancipation and well-being of the

people.

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR MOVEMENT

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN FINLAND

By H. MYAKINEN

N January 16, 1937, the election of presidential

electors took place in Finland. In February these
electors will choose their new president for the
coming six years. The presidential elections are of
special significance, since they are a component part
of the struggle between Democracy and Fascism.

Fascist tendencies have made themselves strongly
felt in the state regime of Finland ever since the cam-
paign of the Lappoists (Finnish Fascists) in 1930,
although no ‘‘totalitarian ” terrorist regime of the
Hitler type has yet been established. During the last
few years, democracy in Finland has been under con-
stant attacks from Fascism, while Democracy has
defended itself most feebly. The working class has
had to bear the whole burden of the anti-Fascist
struggle alone. The bourgeois-democratic elements
have for the most part pursued the policy of the
ostrich burying their heads in the sand, and in a num-
ber of cases their “ Democratic methods ” have been
of direct aid to Fascist reaction.

The parliamentary elections in the summer of 1936
and the change in the government at the end of Sep-
tember illustrate, however, a certain change in the
relation of forces in favour of bourgeois democracy.
The Fascist offensive has weakened somewhat at the
present moment, thanks to the fact that the forces of

Democracy have begun to rally together to resist
Fascism.

The fall of the Kiwimyaki government, which had
been in power for four years, was a partial success
for Democracy. The Kiwimyaki government was a
reactionary government with Fascist tendencies,
though not a Fascist government. It pursued a line
which was systematically contrary to the interests of
democracy: through a number of Fascist laws, emer-
gency decrees, regulations and other measures;
through the banning of all Communist organisations,
the persecution of a number of social-democratic
organisations, mass arrests, etc. The remnants of
bourgeois democracy still remain in Finland, in spite
of this. The Social-Democratic and other parties,
with the exception of the Communist Party, have not
been dissolved; there exists a parliament, elected on
the basis of general elections, in which “only ” the
Communists are prevented from taking part. The
Party of Finnish Hitlerites the I.K.L. (“native people’s
movement”), the new name of the Lappoists continues
to act as the opposition party (a few years ago it even
organised an unsuccessful putsch).

Nevertheless, the Kiwimyaki government, despite
the fact that its Prime Minister belonged to the * Pro-
gressivist ” party (the right wing of this party) was
actually the most reactionary of all the governments
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which have existed in Finland since 1918. The govern-
ment relied upon President Swinhuwud, an arch reac-
tionary, and upon the reactionary representatives of
the different parties in parliament, and it also made
use of the cowardice of the bourgeois-democratic
opposition and the fact that its forces were divided.

* * * T %k

- The fundamental line of the economic policy of the
Kiwimyaki government consisted in its increased
desire to help Finnish capitalism to crawl out of the
state of crisis and depression and, what is more ex-
clusively at the expense of the working masses. For
the purpose of maintaining the sharply reduced level
of wages, an army of unemployed, one-hundred
thousand strong, was left without any assistance from
the state. True, some of the unemployed were des-
patched to public works, but for wages which were
25 per cent. lower than the established average rates
of unskilled workers. And when the owners reduced
wages to the level of those rates fixed for public
works, the latter rates were again automatically
reduced by 25 per cent. Thus, the “ assistance for
the unemployed ”* served as a means also for reduc-
tions in wages. During strikes the police of Kiwimyaki
arrested the strike committees, and handed the men
over to the courts “ for violating peace in industry.”
The government drew up a Bill to prohibit strikes
completely. The position of the peasantry is most
clearly illustrated by the fact that over 20,000 peasant
families have been, driven from their land, as a result
of indebtedness and the auctioning of their property.

In the sphere of home affairs, the Kiwimyaki
government has been continually restricting the demo-
cratic rights of the people. Not another government
in Finland has ever published such a large number of
emergency decrees. It came to such a pass that a
number of bourgeois journalists were sentenced to
terms of imprisonment on the basis of emergency
decrees (including two editors of the central organ of
the Agrarian Party). The banners of the Social-
Democratic Party and the singing of the  Inter-
nationale ” were prohibited; meetings of bourgeois
pacifists were banned and their organisations perse-
cuted. The “democracy ” of Kiwimyaki began in
many respects to resemble a Fascist regime.

This line in home politics was supplemented by
a Hitlerophile foreign policy. Only in 1918, when
the German imperialist troops occupied Finland
and Finnish policy was guided by the whip of
General Von Der Holtz,. was the influence of
German imperialism greater in Finland than it has
been during the period of rule by Kiwimyaki.

Of course, this policy did not coincide with the
feelings and the will of the Finnish people. It

could only lead to the establishment of a full-
fledged fascist regime, against which the Sixth Con--
gress of the Communist Party (November, 1935)
most persistently warned the masses of the working
people.

In the struggle against this policy, the influence
of the Communist Party of Finland increased con-
siderably after the Seventh Congress of the Com-
munist International. = The Communists took an
active part in every partial struggle against the
fascist emergency decrees and other fascist measures
adopted by the government.  The Communists be-
came the foremost unit in the strike struggles of the
working class. In the trade union movement the
Communists worked side by side with the Social
Democratic workers. At the parliamentary elections
in July 1-2, 1936, in view of the danger of fascism,
the Communist Party of Finland, itself being an
illegal party unable to put forward its own list of
candidates, called upon all its supporters to give
their votes to the Left Social Democratic candidates.

In consequence of all the outrages of the
Kiwimyaki government, the influence of the Pro-
gressivist party fell to such a degree at these elec-
tions, that it obtained only 7 places in parliament
out of 200. At the same time, the Social Demo-
cratic Party, with the support of the Communists,
won a considerable victory, obtaining 83 seats which
included 5 new ones. After such a defeat the
government, according to Parliamentary rulings,
should have resigned. But Kiwimyaki had no
intention of doing so. Neither did he consider it
necessary to afford to the new parliament, when it
opened, the usual programme declaration of the
government. Thus he insolently demonstrated the
intention of the government to completely ignore
parliament and the will of the broad masses of the
people as expressed at the elections. Kiwimyaki
wanted to rule as hitherto, relying solely upon the
President.

The fact that the government insultingly ignored
parliament still further increased the dissatisfaction
felt towards it, even among those timid elements
whom Kiwimyaki had previously been able to scare
by bringing his fist down on the table. The eyes
of many were opened when they saw that the
“democracy” of Kiwimyaki was approaching the
regime of a fascist “totalitarian” dictatorship. The
Parties whose existence depended upon the support
of the petty bourgeoisie: the agrarian party, the
progressivists, the Swedish party, realised that they
might lose their supporters if they continued in the
future to connive with the Kiwimyaki government
and give it their support. The democratic elements
in these bourgeois parties gradually became
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persuaded that it was essential if only to a small
degree to fight against the continuing fascisation of
the country. The growth of the left wing of the
Social Democratic party and the trade unions forced
the Social Democratic party as well to take a more
definite line of opposition against the government.

It was the behaviour, however, of the secret
political police, the most loyal bulwark of the
government, which was the last straw as far as the
democratic elements in the bourgeois parties were
concerned. The secret police hurled insult after
insult at all non-fascists. In September, “ by mis-
take”, as it transpired afterwards, the secret police
handed over to the Helsingfors Court its ‘“dossier*
concerning the trial against the “League of Rights
of Man”. The Prime Minister, Kiwimyaki himself
had demanded the dissolution of this organisation
founded by bourgeois scientists, writers, pacifists
and a number of Social Democratic officials, which
he referred to as a “Communist” organisation. In
the opinion of “progressive” Kiwimyaki, the
struggle against the legislation proposed by his
government for the introduction of the death
sentence, and for the defence of freedom of speech,
the demand for an amnesty for political prisoners (of
whom, according to the statistics, of the League of
Nations, the number is relatively more than in
Germany, Austria and Poland), all demands of this
kind which the League of Rights of Man could put
forward on the basis of its programme, are “down-
right Communism”. In the opinion of Kiwimyaki,
the 4 professors, 6 members of parliament, 6 writers,
8 doctors, judges and other well-educated people
who stand at the head of the League, together with
its 20 bourgeois and 8 Social Democratic board
members, are downright “agents of Moscow”. And
so, the League is liable to dissolution.

It appears that the political police were of the
same opinion concerning the League of Rights of
Man as the Prime Minister, since all the demands
put forward by the League were in contradiction
to the policy of the reactionaries. And once there
had been talk about agents of Moscow, the political
police decided to discover the whole “plot” against
the safety of the Finnish state. This plot
brought about by the “movement of the united and
people’s front”, was brought into being by the report
of Comrade Dimitrov to the Seventh Congress of
the Comintern in Moscow—according to the politi-
cal police. The secret police in its secret report
made the statement that in Finland the upward
swing of the united front movement was expressed,
in particular, in the fact that

“ after the Communist Party of Finland, in the beginning
of 1935, gave up its attempts to create an illegal mass
trade union movement and proposed to all Communists,

and in general to all left elements, that they should join
the Social Democratic S.4.K. (trade union organisation),
the membership of this organisation grew rapidly. On
the eve of 1934 the membership was less than 20,000, and
by the end of 1935, it had increased approximately to
35,000.*

“ This increase must, without doubt, be put down chiefly
to the fact that the Communists affiliated to the S.A.K.
The Communists have even penetrated into the leadership
of a number of trade union organisations.”

It is without doubt an awful state of affairs when

the membership of the trade unions increases by
over 250 per cent. The number of strikes also
rapidly rose. The trade unions fought energetically
against the fascist draft legislation of the govern-
ment; against the banning of strikes, against the
introduction of the death sentence, against the
establishment of the “Economic Council” recom-
mended by the fascists.

However, something still worse happened. The
secret police gave information to the eflect that a
“people’s front movement” had also begun to grow
up in Finland, which “was trying to obtain unity
of action with the left elements from among the
bourgeoisie”’;

* Inside this movement, the fact should be regarded as
of tremendous danger that, in view of its open character,
it gives the Communist elements much wider opportunities

for agitation and activity than they have had recently in
their own insignificant illegal organisations.”

And so, although this movement is going forward
openly, the detectives of the secret political police
nevertheless watched it and reported to Monsieur
Kiwimyaki. This dangerous mov®ment already has
a broad organisational network and its own press
(four magazines are mentioned). Besides the League
of Rights of Man, the people’s front, as far as the
police are aware, holds the interest of. all pacifist
organisations in the country, two student unions
(the Social Democratic and Liberal), a number of
authors’ organisations, three whole peasant parties,
one kinematograph company, one workers’ theatre,
and, horror of horrors! the bourgeois union of
Young Republicans, composed of members of the
Progressivist party, ie., the party of Monsieur
Kiwimyaki himself!

The secret police did not fail to produce “proofs”
of the criminal activities of all these organisations
of the “people’s front”. Some of them were against
the war danger, other demanded freedom of speech,
these wanted to fight against fascism, and the others
“considered it especially important to maintain
freedom of speech, press and research activities”.
There were 120,000 signatures collected below a
protest against the introduction of the death sen-
tence which was handed to parliament. The Young

* The membership of the S.A.K. has now reached 50,000!
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Republican union “wants to establish and imbue
the principle of social justice in all sections of the
people”, and “to refresh general political thinking
in a spirit which will favour the growth of culture”;
“demands the abolition of the emergency decrees,
demands an opportunity within the framework of
the Republican Constitution, for all to influence
public opinion and state power, demands the ban-
ning of political leagues organised on military lines”,
etc. The liberal student union even goes so far
as to demand “fruitful relations with neighbouring
countries”, without thinking that one of the neigh-
bours of Finland is the Soviet Union, which must
only be talked about with gnashing of teeth; this
is what we find in the report of the secret police.
The newspaper of this union, moreover, declares
that it is in favour of “the social and rational
method of thought, social justice and literature and
art closely connected with realities.”

It is clear that from the viewpoint of the secret
police, all this is nothing but a plot on the part of
Moscow Communists: For can any “decent” person
in Finland strive after safeguarding freedom of
speech, press and research, the “revival of general
political thought in a spirit favourable to the growth
of culture”. And fruitful relations with neighbour-
ing countries—why that is obviously a Moscow
slogan! That is literally copied from the speech
of Litvinov!

Thus, the secret political police tried to prove
that all those who adhere to such a line of thought
must be either Communists or “auxiliaries of the
Moscow Communists”.

But speaking seriously, the organisations men-
tioned by the police really have something in common.
These are all non-fascist organisations. The
majority of them are even prepared in their own
way to fight against fascism. And that is their
whole crime. And the secret police, which works
directly in the service of the Lappoists, branded all
elements who are of no use to the fascists, as agents
of Moscow; this truth has been used in Finland
before to force the democratic opposition into
silence. The Prime Minister, Kiwimyaki, kept this
secret document drawn up by his police “experts”
in his pocket. But it was published prematurely
and by accident in the press. The “dossier of the
experts” was to have been a bomb thrown at the
right moment against the democratic elements in
the country, a weapon to scare the opponents of
fascism (in particular those in the ranks of the
government party), and something to raise the wob-
bling authority of the Kiwimyaki government. But
the weapon turned into a boomerang, which flew

back and hit the government and its guards in the
head.

In order to increase the effect, all the officials of
the organisations mentioned in this police report
were mentioned by name. The country discovered
that not only its most prominent professors, its
best writers (led by Sillanpaa, who was the closest
competitor for the premium when the Nobel Prize
was awarded in 1936), numerous members of parlia-
ment, editors and other leaders of the agrarian
party, the progressivist party and the Swedish party
were among the number of the Communist Party’s
supporters, but also the Minister of Agriculture of
the Kiwimyaki government and the wife of the
Minister of Public Works, were also among the
Communist supporters. The political police, when
pressed, finally declared that the document had been
ordered by the Prime Minister, Kiwimyaki himself,
and that it had already been used even as material
for the “Schutzkor” courses. But the document was
not shown to the Minister of Agriculture. It is
understandable that respectable bourgeois non-
fascist circles were offended and indignant. Even
the organ of the government Progressivist party
spoke of the secret police as being an ‘“abscess”
which must be lanced. It stands to reason that not
a word is mentioned in this newspaper about the
numerous crimes of the secret police committed
against leaders of the working-class movement, for
example, of the secret murder of witnesses in the
case of Comrade Antikainen, Lidya Rask and Lauti
Lagerbum, etc.

And all the same the government never thought
of resigning: it confidently came before the parlia-
ment for the purpose of defending its three arch-
reactionary bills, which aimed at restricting demo-
cracy. According to these bills, any anti-fascist
could be accused of treason and sentenced to the
most severe punishment. Further, the government
proposed that all rights of political prisoners should
be withdrawn from persons condemned under these
laws. But the indignation -of the people made itself
so strongly felt that this time some of the bourgeois
members voted against this legislation. Thus at one
and the same parliamentary session, a vote of non-
confidence was passed against the government, three
times. Only then did M. Kiwimyaki resign, although
the President, against the Constitution, proposed to
the government that it remains in office.

Without doubt, the overthrow of the Kiwimyaki
government was a success for the anti-fascist move-
ment. But Swinhuwud, the President, was successful
in reducing considerably even this partial success of
the democratic forces. Swinhuwud refused to
accept any government enjoying the confidence of
the parliamentary majority, if representatives of
Social-Democracy took part in it, or if such a
government relied on Social-Democracy. Moreover,
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the President demanded that representatives of the
fascist coalition party be included in the government.
And this was done: a government was composed of
representatives of the agrarian, the coalition and
the progressivist party. The democratic elements
in the different political parties still have so little
confidence in their own power that they either
supported the new government composed by the
president or silently accepted it. The Social-
Democratic party also behaved in this way, although
the undemocratic and anti-constitutional methods of
the president were directed in particular agamst that
party.

The parliamentary majority nevertheless appointed
a special commission to investigate the methods of
work of the secret political police, and rejected the
legislation by which it was intended to convert the
political police into a permanent state institution.
But both these decisions were only in the nature of
a demonstration. The composition of the investi-
gating commission was such, that any really practical
results can hardly be expected from it. And if the
intention to convert the secret police into a per-
manent state institute has fallen through, it must
be remembered that this “state within the state” has
been feeling itself all right for 18 years already as
an emergency state institution. Nevertheless, the
attitude of the parliamentary majority towards the
political police is a sign of a certain degree of
activisation among the democratic forces.

If the parliamentary majority has managed to
swallow a pill like the new Kallio coalition govern-
ment, in which representatives of the famous
coalition party are in possession of the portfolios
of the Ministers of War and Home Affairs, the
explanation is that some of the ministers of the
new government are known to be opponents of the
Lappoists. For example, the Minister of Transport
and Public Works, Ladensui, a man, generally speak-
ing, of a Conservative turn of mind, has hardly yet
forgotten how the Lappoists in his time tried to
remove him by force, and how he was able to save
himself only by armed resistance.  Haksel, the
former Minister of Foreign Affairs, who is friendly
towards Hitler has not joined the new government,
Thus if the new government is carefully examined,
it is probable that it will be found to be a tiny bit
more left than the Kiwimyaki government, although,
according to the demand of the president, the former
Minister of Home Affairs, Puhakka, has remained
at his post.

The second reason why the new government did
not meet with resistance from parliament, in spite
of the way in which it was appointed, is that the
anti-Lappoist elements hope to elect a new presi-
dent instead of Swinhuwud, at the forthcoming

February elections. They are counting upon the fact
that if the president is changed, the country will
have a new parliamentary government, and that the
present government will, therefore, be only a tem-
porary one. This feeling shows once more the
extent to which the bourgeois democrats (and Right
Social-Democrats) fear even their own shadows.
Precisely in connection with the presidential elec-
tions it was important to offer determined resistance
to any violation of the Constitution on the part
of the President. If Parliament, or at least some
parliamentary groups had lifted the gage thrown
down by the president against democratic rulings,
it would have shown the broad masses of the
people better than many months of agitation (which,
moreover, has now to be conducted in an atmos-
phere of Kiwimyaki’s emergency decrees) the great
significance of the forthcoming presidential elections,
it would have persuaded the masses that the elec-
tions must be a serious battle between the forces of
fascism and of democracy.

The Communist Party of Finland has raised this
question with full clarity. It points out that the
presidential elections play an extremely important
role this time in the destiny of Finland. During the
term of office of the new president, tremendous events
may occur. The danger of Fascism in Finland is so
great, and the Finnish Fascists so increasingly urge
forward and encourage Hitler Fascism, that a new
attempt at a Fascist coup d’état may be on the order
of the day very soon. The policy of military provo-
cation pursued by the Fascist countries has led to
such tense relations in the international field that
there may be a fresh outbreak of world war at any
moment, if the peace-loving peoples are not success-
ful in averting such an outbreak. In this situation,
the question as to who will hold the reins of power
as President of the Finnish state, which exceeds the
power of the majority of the kings, is of tremendous
importance. A representative of reaction, a president
of the Swinhuwud type or like the white-guard
general Mannerheim, can bring the country and the
people to ruin, can afford every kind of assistance
to Fascist putschists and bring infinite harm to the
Finnish people. With the support of a reactionary
president, the capitalists of the export industry and
the banker jackals could still further increase the
regime of unrestrained exploitation of the workers
and peasants of our land.

Consequently, the Communist Party of Finland
has called upon all working people to strain every
effort to prevent the election of a reactionary presi-
dent. To this end, we must give our support to
candidates who will, even to some small extent,
hinder the plans of the Fascists. One of these candi-
dates, already mentioned by the general public is
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Vaino Tanner, the leader of the Social-Democratic
Party, and the other, Stolberg, the former president,
whom the Lappoists kidnapped from Helsingfors in
1930 and carried away to the eastern borders of
Finland.

The Communist Party of Finland knows full well
that the revolutionary workers will only, with great
unwillingness, support the elections of Tanner, a
Right Social-Democrat, whose policy is directed
against the interests of the working class and who
constantly resists the efforts of the Communist Party
of Finland to obtain unity among all the forces of
the working people for a struggle against Fascism.
But even Tanner, with his Right Social-Democratic
policy, cannot fail to come into conflict with the
coalition party, with the Lappoists, who want to
abolish the Social-Democratic party as well. The
Communist Party calls upon all workers to take
part in the presidential elections and, with a view to
crushing Fascist reaction, to vote for those electors
who will be ready to choose Tanner or a bourgeois
democrat. It is clear that any boycott of the forth-
coming presidential elections on the part of the
workers will play into the hands of reaction and
will aid not the anti-Fascist struggle but Fascism.

Among the candidates and electors even of those
parties which support the candidature of a supporter
of bourgeois democracy, there are people upon
whom we cannot rely, especially at a time when
terrorist pressure will be used against them by the
Fascists. A clear example of this was to be seen
during the presidential elections in 1930. Then, the
agrarian party were in favour of the candidature of
Stolberg, during the election campaign, but when the
time came for the president to be elected, the electors
were scared by the threats of a crowd of Lappoists

BOOK REVIEWS

and voted for the candidate of the Lappoists—
Swinhuwud, who was consequently elected president.
The Fascist bourgeoisic are still now not against
repeating this v.olence ageinst the electors. There-
fore, it is extremely important for people to be
chosen as electors who will be sufficiently firm and
courageous, who will not be checked by Fascist
threats.

This is why the Communist Party of Finland calls
upon all working people to be especially vigilant
during the elections, so that their votes will be cast
with a view to choosing eleciors who will on no
account, not for any threais, not for any persuasion,
either directly or indirectly help the election to the
presidency of Swinhuwud, Mannerheim or any other
representative of Fascist reaction.

The revolutionary workers even now, before the
presidential elections, are seeking to rally together
all the anti-Fascist forces against Fascist reaction.
The democratic elements in the different parties are
drawing conclusions from the events which have
recently taken place, and first and foremost the
conclusion that they can only defend their cause by
fighting. Those who quietly reconcile themselves to
the successes of Fascist reaction will one “ fine”
day awaken “in a concentration camp on the shores
of the Arctic, collecting bird droppings,” as Simoyoki,
the Fascist priest and deputy, has already warned
the bourgeois democrats.

The revolutionary workers of our country will
do everything during the presidential elections as
well to paralyse the plans of the Fascists. They

‘are fully aware that in this way they are fighting for

the well-being and progress of their own class as
well as of the whole of the Finnish people.

REPORTER IN SPAIN"

WHEN the history is read of the courageous fight
of the Spanish people in defence of the Spanish
Republic and world democracy, one little book
written in the heat of the struggle by an experienced
English journalist will stand out as a beacon throw-
ing light upon the heroism and resourcefulness of
the Spanish workers and their allies. It will serve as
yet another proof of the enormity of the betrayal of
those in the Labour and trade union movement of
the world who, while expressing their sympathy with
the Spanish people in platonic resolutions, in practice
are sabotaging any effective aid for their struggle.
It will be a damning indictment against the so-called

democratic governments of Europe, who were satis-
fied to leave the Spanish Republic bleeding, the law-
fully-elected Spanish Government unaided while
giving virtual support to the intervention of the
Fascist governments of Europe.

-« Frank Pitcairn, who has béen in Spain ever since

the events first began, wrote his book in the intervals
between visiting the different fronts and travelling
between Spain and Europe, soliciting help for Spain.
It is a kaleidoscope of the events of the Spanish war.
But let the book speak for itself,

* Frank Pitcairn, “ Reporter in Spain ”” with a preface by
Ralph Bates,—Lawrence and Wishart, 1936.
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“ Looking back, it would appear obvious that the
situation of the men and women who rushed out . . . to
defend themselves and their towns against the army attack,
was quite hopeless. The officers who planned the betrayal
of Spain thought . . . they would have a walkover . . .
They had . . . no remote notion of the heights of courage
and tenacity of which the people, once united in defence
of democracy and the most elementary rights of humanity,
is capable . . . I came out that Sunday morning . . . and
saw tense-faced boys and girls, clutching miserable old
weapons . . . advancing slowly but unwaveringly up the
pavements against a towering red-brick church . . . from
which a machine gun and a score or more modern army
rifles cracked and spat continuously . . . boy fell over
suddenly on the pavement . . . a girl bent hurriedly over
him . . . She took the Republican emblem from her arm
and gave it to him and he kissed it and so died. . . It ¢id
not occur to me then that the boy who died under a priest’s
rifle in Hospital Street was shortly to be accused in the
British reactionary press of ‘an outrageous attack on a
Church’ . . .”

And another example of the heroism of the
people:

“ A worn peasant woman stood on her doorstep, rer
arms folded under her heavy breasts . . . The smell of
the earth floated strongly into the street. Of the fifty men
from that village serving with the column against Sara-
gossa, nine were her sons. She said: ‘They may die.
We may all die. Yet Fascism shall not come to
Catalonia.’

“1 could think of nothing to say, nothing to ask her or
anything . . . ”

Even in the midst of the fighting, the minds of the
men were thrashing out problems, trying to under-
stand, to explain. The author’s chauffeur held forth,
while driving through the rocky plateau above Fraga:

“1If this country had water, it would be one if tne

richest countries in the world . . . If you ask me, I think
that’s what the war is about. You see, it stands

to reason. You have the e'ections . .. The people
win for the first time ... the people want
water . . . If the people are in power, they can get the

water and cut out all these people who line their pockets
with the water money, can't they? . . Are they going to
stand for that . . . the priests and the big bosses? Of
course they aren’t. All right, and so here is this war!”

And again, when Red Cross hospitals had been
bombed, and the Spanish fighters could see no sign
of help from certain British trade union leaders, the
better informed ones inevitably harboured thoughts
like that of the militiaman who said, while his car,
carrying Pitcairn “left the road scattered with the
bits of the Red Cross that had been painted hugely
across the roof :

“1 suppose if your Citrine could see this, it would alter
his ideas a bit!”

That was the day when the Daily Herald arrived,
with quotations from Sir Walter Citrine “ suavely
suggesting that the ‘neutrality > policy was the best
that could be done.”

Not without humour Pitcairn writes of the in-
solence of Madrid society women in the following

description of the treatment of the Madrid women
prisoners by the Government troops:

“On a large pleasant balcony running along the back
of the building were a number of other political prisoners,
most of them wealthy women, found engaged in anti-
Republican activity or concealing arms for Fascists in their
bedrooms . . . The balcony reminded one more than any-
thing else of the sun deck of a liner. Well-dressed women,
wearing gold wrist watches and other valuables were
chatting, reading, rubbing their faces or legs with cold

cream or adjusting their hair . . . In a room . . sat the
daughter of a Fascist marchioness . . . the march’oness
herself . . . and the third daughter . . . who jumped up

when we came in, complaining that her sister had a co'd
and could not the militia do something about it.”

It is interesting, in comparison with the above, to
take the following episode dealing with the foul acts
of the Fascists and their mercenaries:

“1 saw a peasant burst into tears in Villafranca as he
tried to tell the story of what happened when the Fascists
marched in there and occupied it for days before they were
driven out by the avenging dynamiteers from Pennaryya
. . . their troops were Moors and Legionaries. The local
peasant leader ordered all able-bodied men to take to
the mountain slopes and conduct guerilla warfare. Bitter,
but disciplined . . .the men said goodbye to their families
. . . The only ablebodied man found in the village was
22-year o'd Pedro Garcia, who refused to leave because he
had a father aged 91 and a mother 89, and he feared they
might be neglected . . . Captain Munios . . . ordered his
arrest . . . they brought the two old people down to where
their son was standing against a wall. Then they shot the
boy before the eyes of his parents. Afterwards Moors and
Legionaries went up and down the street shooting o!d
men, women and children.”

But even when captured, the Spanish Republican
fighters display extreme resourcefulness and heroism
in their attempts to serve their Republic and the
people to the last:

“In the dusk of an August evening, Miguel was walking
from his home to a cafe . . . A carful of men in militia
uniforms drove up and demanded his papers. He pro-
duced them: mi'itia card, trade union card, party card,
all in order . . . The leader of the militia . . . dec'ared he
was unsatisfied. Annoyed but philosophical, reflecting that
it was better that the boys should be a little too strict and
fussy than too s'ack, he hoisted himse’f into the back of the
car . . . The ‘militiamen’ were now talking quite openly
among themselves, and their remarks left no doubt that
Miguel had stepped straight into a carful of disguised
Fascist gunmen. Miguel sat still and thought . . . per-
haps there is still one more thing I can do for the Repub-
lic before I die ... So it happened that a carful of
genuine miliamen, patrolling, saw a carful of apparent
militiamen driving fast towards it, saw a figure rise suddenly
in the back seat, saw an arm raised in the Fascist salute,
and heard a great voice shouting ‘ Down with Democracy!
Up Fascism! Down with the Republican Government!’
Before any of the Fascists had even time to fire, a shower
of bullets had sprayed them, and they lay amid the wreck-
age of their car. The patrol car stopped, and two men
came over to investizate . . . the fifth man in the car was
still alive and in his pockets they were astonished to find a
militia card, a trade union card and .a membership card
of the Communist Party all perfectly in order . . . They
propped Miguel on the side of the road, and he told them
the story as I have told it, and died . . . ”
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But the horrors of warfare lie heavy on the author,
and he describes the awakening of the Spanish
fighters and himself to the horrible truth that this
mutiny is actually German and Italian Fascist inter-
vention :

* One night the little sergeant . . . crawled puffing and
carefully through the boulders . . to the ledge where I
squatted on guard . . . He handed me a stoutish twig. . .
He explained that next time the bombers came over I
had to put the twig between my teeth and hold it there,
at the same time gripping my head between my hands and
lying flat . . . I said I was no acrobat. He laughed: ‘ All
the same,” he said, ‘this is serious. You see they’ve got
new aerop'anes—Germans—and new bombs—Germans, too.
The old bombs were nothing . .. These new ones are
different. High explosives. They drop . . . you get a shock
that is liable to send you off your chump—shell-shock! ’
We were soon to learn just how much water had passed
under the international bridges from the days of at least
.relatively equal combat to this day of mid-September when
thousands of men found themselves facing with rifles and
not too much ammunition, the attack of a full fleet of
the newest bombing planes in the world.”

And again:

“ As my guard duty was coming to an end, I saw the
first evidence of the effects of the German bombardment
. . . Slowly up the hill . . . came three of our men, their
faces blackened with the bombardment, two if them with

blood oozing through dirty handkerchiefs . . . and carrying
between them a fourth mgn . . . I saw that the bottom of
his face had been literally blown off, and that, as his
body sagged between the bearers, blood oozed horribly
from the small of his back . .. When they reached us,
we saw that the man they were carrying was already dead
. . . They were all dazed, one of them said: ‘But what
are our planes doing?’

‘“We all knew that until London and Paris lifted their
ban we should get no succour from those few gallant
loyal airmen who, outnumbered twelve to one by the
German junkers, were putting up an heroic and desperate
fight on a half-dozen fronts at once.”

Since September much time has passed, and al-
though the democratic governments of the world
continue with their hypocritical policy of “non-inter-
vention,” that is, blockade, in support of General
Franco and the German and Italian and Portuguese
Fascists, the combined efforts of the class-conscious
workers of the world, to whom the democracy of
the world is dear, and the help which the workers
of the Soviet Union are constantly sending to Spain,
will help to secure the final victory of the heroic
Spanish people in their struggle for peace, for free-
dom, and the right to live in their own demo-
cratically ruled country.

SPAIN AND FRANCE’

EAN-RICHARD BLOCH is a famous French
J writer, closely connected with the People’s Front.
He knows Spain, and had been there on several
occasions before the Fascist rebellion.

In July and August, Bloch made a journey through
Spain. He visited Barcelona, Valencia, Madrid,
talked with the leading politicians of the Spanish
Republic and with ordinary working people ; he was
a witness of how the Spanish people, caught un-
awares by the treacherous action of the Fascists,
quickly formed themselves into fighting order pre-
pared to defend the freedom and independence of
their country in organised fashion.

Bloch’s book, * Spain—Spain!” which appeared
recently, is not merely a description of what he has
seen. It is the book of a militant publicist appealing
to the French people ; its aim is to obtain effective
support for Republican Spain from the population
and government of France.

Bloch describes events and analyses them. If we
leave aside those parts of his book which are either
naive or open to dispute (for instance, his some-
what incorrect observations on the possibility of a

* Jean-Richard Bloch: * Espagne, Espagne!™ Editions

Sociales Internationales, Paris, 1936, 268 pages.

Franco-German rapprochement), his book gives a
pointed estimate of the international alignment of
forces in relation to the Spanish events and, in parti-
cular, the tremendous responsibility which lies upon
France.

Bloch reproduces the words spoken to him by
Azana, the president of the Spanish Republic: * Tell
your rulers, Monsieur Bloch, tell French public
opinion, that the defeat of the People’s Front in Spain
would mean not only the defeat of French democracy
...” And he adds, continuing Azana’s thought: “The
defeat of the People’s Front in Spain would mean
the defeat of the Republic in France, and, probably,
the end of France as a great independent nation.”
This is the central thought in Bloch’s book, one of
the chapters of which bears the title: * Prevent
France’s Suicide!”

Appealing to the French feeling of national pride,
Bloch draws a picture of the future military and
foreign political consequences for France, if the
Fascist rebels and interventionists are victorious in
Spain:

“To sum up: this will mean that on the Pyrenees and
at the gates of Morocco and Algiers, a militarist and
imperialist state will arise within the orbit of Fascism.
This will mean control over our relations with North Africa.
This will mean the necessity of hurriedly fortifying our
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Southern frontier, which has never been fortified since the
time of Vauban,* and the necessity of withdrawing from
the Alpine and Rhine frontiers a number of army divisions.
This will mean that Spain, in the event of conflict, will
be a jumping-off ground for fieets of bombers. This will
mean the whole of the South of France laid bare, and,
at best, cruelly exposed ... "

In order to avoid these consequences, Bloch de-
mands the cessation of the suicidal policy of
neutrality. He warmly welcomes the opposition of
the U.S.S.R. to the non-intervention comedy. “ Must
we hide the fact,” says he, * that this initial step of
the Soviets has brought indescribable relief to
millions of people throughout the world ? ” He des-
cribes the declaration of the representatives of the
U.S.S.R. in the London Committee as characteristic
“ words of sincerity, words of courage.”

Bloch stresses time after time that those who are
against France giving effective aid to Spain are not
only enemies of the French working people, but also
enemies of the French people, direct allies of Hitler
Fascism. “The centre of crystallisation of French
conservatism, its new Versailles, its new Coblenz, let
us call it, is Berlin.” French Fascists like the Spanish
Fascists are traitors of the people.

Describing his journey through Spain, Bloch pic-
tures the heroic side of the people who have united
to resist Fascism.

He gives episodes of the fighting against the Fas-
cist rebels in Valencia, for example. It was during
the first days of the rebellion, in the barracks of
the Sapper Regiment in Paterna, a few kilometres
from the town:

‘“ The day before yesterday, some of the officers of this
regiment declared themselves against the Republic, gave
orders for the gates of the barracks to be closed, and tried
to win over the soldiers. The latter hesitated, The rebels
became threatening. Then the sergeant, Juan Fabra, who
had been inthe service for 14 years and a sergeant for
ten years, took refuge in the armoury, with a number
of comrades took possession of the machine-gun and began
shooting. The rebels who were left .alive surrendered, the
soldiers united under the improvised chief, who put the

regiment at the disposal of the lawful government. Juan
Fabra was made a lieutenant on the spot.”

A few days later, the population of Valencia—for
the most part young men and girls, practically un-
armed, under the command of the same Juan Fabra,
one of the many rank and file Spaniards who became
heroes during these days of fighting suppressed a
rebellion of Fascist officers of the Valencia garrison
who were in possession of a large quantity of
weapons.

“¢At about 9 o’clock,” faced with the threat of im-
mediate assault, the soldiers pushed aside their officers,
opened the gates, and rushed out into the streets. And
through these same wide-flung gates—in one stream mar-
ching to meet the other—the people rushed into the bar-

¥ ‘“ Espagne, Espagne,” page 187.

racks, headed by lieutenant Juan Fabra, of whose heroism
we have already related. At this, the majority of the
officers and the rebels who had joined them from the
town committed suicide. The remainder were executed.
Three tanks, a large number of machine-guns, hand
grenades and rifles fell into the hands of the people. As
for the cavalry, it 1mmedxate1y followed the example of
the infantry.”

The rebellion in Valencia was suppressed.

Bloch relates how, during the first days of fighting
the united front became stronger and stronger be-
tween the Spanish working people of different
political views. An anarchist worketr from Valencia
explained to him in the following words why the
anarchists must fight shoulder to shoulder with the

comrades of other political camps:

“ My teachers are Bakunin, Tolstoy and Peter Kropot-
kin. But I have also learned that if you try to take two
steps at once instead of one, you will inevitably fall to the
ground . . . To-day, it is the united front against Fascism,
with the bourgeois left, the Socialists and Communists.
It is a question of life or death.”

And this is what a Castille peasant Communist
said to Bloch:

“We are not fighting to set up Communism in Spain.
It is not yet time for that, society is not ripe for it . . .
All in good time. I am a Communist, But to-day our
slogan is: defence of democracy and republican liberties.
As for the rest, we shall sce later.”

In the heat of struggle the revolutionary unity of
the masses is strengthening and discipline, without
which there can be no victory, is being forged. The
Spanish Republic began to defend itself with most
insignificant military forces.

“I shall never forget,” relates Bloch, the tone of
voice in which the President of the Republic said to me,
the while, pointing to the dismal panorama to be seen
from the windows of -the National Palace in Madrid
(former Royal Palace), indicating the tower of the wireless
station, a few barracks, the North Station and the tremen-
dous rldge of the Sierra Guadarrama Mountains: We
won all this with four artillery officers.”

But while the struggle was developing, the
Spanish people were able to mobilise all their forces,
to discover inexhaustible reserves of heroism, energy
and organisational strength.

“ Reviving the marvellous work of the Convent and the
Belsheviks, the toilers of the Spanish Republic are build-
ing up an army out of nothing. And not only an army,
but munitions factories, gun powder plants, bullets, aero-
plane works, shootmg ranges, hospitals, leaders, discipline,
tactics, strategy.”

The Spanish people are making superhuman
efforts to free their land from the Fascist vipers, both
Spanish and foreign. But the peoples of Europe must
aid them, and first and foremost—as the author
stresses—the French people, who are linked with
Spain not only through geographical proximity, not
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only through their kindred languages and cultural to a description of the facts, to setting forth argu-
traditions, but in their common interest in the fate ments in confirmation and development of these
of European democracy. Not to help Spain is tanta- ideas; the book strives to convince those who are
mount to helping international Fascism, which is still uncertain, who are hesitating, and to bring a still
preparing new, devastating wars for mankind. wider section of the people into the movement 1o
This brilliant, edifying book by Bloch is devoted aid the Spanish people. T.M.
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