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Work of the Enlarged Executive of the
Communist International

HE Seventh Enlarged Executive of the Communist
International, which took place from November 22
A to December 16th, was one of the most important
conferences of representatives of Communist Parties both
in respect to the dimensions and the nature of the tasks
confronting it, and also by virtue of the theoretical
thought and the business-like manner which were brought
to bear on the solution of these tasks. It marks a new
milestone in the path of the offensive fight of the inter-
national proletariat for the victory of a world “ Qctober.”
The first phase of the period between revolutions
through which the world Labour movement is now pass-
ing, the phase of depression, is already behind us. The
situation on a world-scale is changing for the better.
The efforts of the bourgeoisie to stabilise capitalism have
already led to a tremendous struggle (in Great Britain)
and will inevitably lead to new and still more fierce mass
encounters. T'he defensive economic struggle of the pro-
letariat, under conditions of the decline of capitalism,
acquires the nature of a political class strugle; every
determined attack of the proletariat, in one country or
another, acquires an international nature. The increas-
ing antagonisms in the imperialist camp make it possible
for the proletariat of the oppressed peoples to take the
lead in the national revolutionary movement and break
through the imperialist front in the weakest sectors
(China). The objective trend of events opens up the
prospect of a new rise of the revolutionary wave. The
work of the Communist Parties should be directed to-
wards accelerating this rise of the wave, towards mobil-
ising, organising and welding the working masses for
the coming decisive struggle.

Therefore, the Seventh Plenum was, above all, con-
fronted with the tasks of giving a differentiated analyvsis
of the world situation, a concrete, clear estimation of the
economic position and the relation of class forces in the
chief groups of countries. This had to be done with-
out allowing ourselves to be bound down by the usual
erroneous formulse, at times confused and even contra-
dictory. This problem found its solution in the chief
document of the Plenum, the Thesis on the International
Situation and the tasks of the Communist International

passed by the Plenum on the basis of comrade Bukharin’s
printed report, which was subjected to collective dis-
cussion at the Plenary sessions and in the political com-
misstons. A study of this document is the best cure both
for an under-estimation of revolutionary possibilities and
consequently of the obligations of the present transition
period, and also for the super-human attempts of the
ultra-ILefts to obliterate by a stroke of the pen the par-
tial stabilisation of capitalism from the international
theatre of the class struggle.

The second task confronting the Plenum consisted in
submitting to the same concrete examination those
general slogans (“ To the ma%ex," “The united front,”
« Unity of the trade union movement,” “l.ead the
national revolutionary and other movements”)’, which for-
merly were applied and were bound to be applied in the
form of algebraic formule. The first class-encounters
which have taken place during the new rise have alreadv
provided varied and exceedingly rich experiences and
serve as a basis for deciphering our general slogans.
Numerical denominations can now be introduced into
the algebraic formule, in accordance with the class cor-
relation of forces of the given country and of the given
stage of its revolutionary development.

The work of summing up experience, to which com-
rade Lenin attached such exceptionally great importance,
was a characteristic feature of the Seventh Plenum. It
succeeded in executing this work not only thanks to a
correct dialectic approach to the study of problems, not
only because of a resolute self-criticism, not blinded by
self-satisfied phrases, but also due to the fact that the
experience of the heroic British Miners’ struggle and
the developing national revolution in China have greatly
cariched the experience of the Communist International.

HE experience of our British Section first of all
proved what tremendous successes in leading the
masses can be achieved by a Communist Party re-
latively weak in numbers if there be consistent applica-
tion of united front tactics, and systematic persistent
work in the trade unions. But having confirmed the cor-
rectness of these formula (although in connection with
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the British events certain of the leaders of the Russian
Opposition most inclined to accept superficial impressions,
questioned these tactics), this experience still sharply
emphasised the fact that the effectiveness of united front
tactics, as a means for unifying the broadest strata of
the workers in the process of the struggle, not only does
not diminish but on the contrary increases when there
is a most resolute and ruthless criticism of the reformist
leaders, even though they still have influence over these
masses. Secondly, the work of strengthening the trade
unions not only does not exclude, but inevitably pre-
supposes explaining to the workers the political signi-
ficance of all our activities as precursors of more im-
portant fights, which can only be really solved under
present conditions by overthrowing the bourgeoisie and
establishing the dictatorship of the proletariat.

A correct combination of these elements with the ap-
plication of united front tactics in a proportion corres-
ponding to the given stage of the struggle, constitutes
the art of class strategy and tactics, which is only assi-
milated by a Party through experience in the process of
the mass revolutionary struggle. In the light of this
cumulative experience, the resolution on the British
question demonstrates in a clear, accurate and practical
manner in which cases the Party succeeded and in which
cases it failed to give its struggle the maximum in-
tensity of revolutionary development possible under the
given conditions, while at the same time keeping con-
tact with these masses.

Most of the errors made by the C.P. of Great Brit-
ain (while the political policy has been correct in sub-
stance) were afterwards corrected, either on the initia-
tive of the Party itself, or else with the comradely critic-
ism and practical proposals of the E.C.C.I. Neverthe-

less, there could be no question of the Plenum, which -

set itself the task of preparing for new more resolute
struggles, passing these errors by in silence, glossing
them over, for the simple reason that the errors of the
past are lessons for the future, and the future will bring
still more serious, still more difficult struggles in which
the role and responsibility of the Party and the entire
International will be still greater.

The urgent tasks of the day are: the greatest poss-
ible organisational strengthening of the Party, of the
Minority Movement in the trade unions, of the ILeft
Wing in the Labour Party, Workers’ Defence Corps,
fractions in Co-operative organisations, and a struggle to
replace the reformist leaders by revolutionary workers
in all organisations. These tasks can be fulfilled with
the maximum of success if there is a correct estimation
of the perspective of the British revolution, its consecu-
tive stages, the correlation of class forces participating
in it, the correlation and regrouping of forces in the
working class itself, an attentive observation of all man-
ceuvres in the camp of the capitalist enemy and of re-
formist opponents, while at the same time we perfect
our own revolutionary counter manceuvres.

T the present moment Great Britain constitutes a
prominent front in the class struggle- the least
success and the least failure of the proletariat on
this sector affects the whole front of the international
struggle. The Plenum recognises that “it would be the
grossest error to break up the Anglo-Russian Commit-
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tee and thereby shift the responsibility for sabotaging
the international campaign of solidarity with the British
miners from the shoulders of the reformist traitors on to
the shoulders of the Communists.”

One of the most difficult lessons of the great struggle
of the British proletariat in 1926 consisted in the fact
that practically nowhere have the Communist Sections
succeeded in realising in any tangible degree the instruc-
tions of the E.C.C.I. for rendering real international sup-
port to the miners’ struggle. At this decisive moment,
the disproportion between the ideological and political
influence of the Communist Parties and the organisa-
tional reinforcement of this influence in the mass wor-
kers’ organisations, above all in trade unions, has been
shown very clearly. In a number of speeches at the
Plenum it was pointed out that until this disproportion
is surmounted, the Communist Parties will not succeed
in counteracting the sabotage of the traitors of the
Second and Amsterdam Internationals in the conduct of
mass revolutionary campaigns.

This danger causés all the more alarm because in
a number of countries, above all in Great Britain, the
bourgeoisie can every day confront the working class with
the fact of a new imperialist war, new intervention
against the U.S.S.R., or an armed attack on the Chinese
revolution. The Plenum considered the denunciation of
this ominous danger, and the preparation of the masses
for the transformation of such a war into a civil war, to
be one of the most important tasks of the Comintern
at the present moment.

T the Second Congress of the Communist Inter-

national, comrade Lenin in the report on behalf

of the Commission on National and Colonial
questions said:

“The Communist International should establish
and reinforce theoretically the conception that
with the aid of the proletariat of the most ad-
vanced countries, the backward countries can
adopt the Soviet order and through definite stages
of development pass on to Communism, evading
the capitalist stages of development.

“It 1s 1mpossible to point out in advance what
measures are necessary for this. Practical experi-
ence will teach us.”

Only the Seventh Enlarged Executive approached
the solution of this task which I.enin put before the
Comintern. This, of course, is no mere chance. Com-
rade Lenin in the same speech several times pointed out
that for a correct approach to this question practical
experience is necessary. “Qur experience in this field
for the time being is not very great,” said comrade
Lenin, “but gradually we are beginning to accumulate
more and more material.”™ The Chinese revolution of
1926-27 has enriched Communist experience by the
material of which Lenin spoke, and the leading organ
of the Comintern without delay drew all the necessary
practical and theoretical conclusions from this experience.

The thesis on the situation in China passed by the
Plenum on the report of comrade Tang-Ping-Tshan not
only. contains a detailed programme of action for the
Chinese Communist Party on the working class and peas-
ant questions, but also gives the general perspectives of
the Chinese revolution, characterising its transformation
from one stage to another and defining the disposition
of the motive forces at the respective stages. The
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general tactical policy of the proletariat at the present
stage consists of utilising in the interest of the national
revolutionary struggle all the forces which are still cap-
able of playing a definite role.

At the present time the national revolutionary move-
ment in China is entering on a phase where the bour-
geoisie is already losing its relatively progressive role,
when the alliance of the proletariat, the peasants, and
the urban petty bourgeoisie is becoming the only motive
force. The correct application of the united front tactic
means, while not declining the utilisation of those strata
of the bourgeoisie which are still capable of participat-
ing in the national revolutionary movement and not driv-
ing them prematurelyv into the camp of our opponents,
at the same time to realise the inevitability of their iin-
minent, even if gradual retreat from the revolution.
This means that the proletariat must steer resolutely
and without vacillations for the development of the
agrarian revolution, setting itself the task of heading the
pzasants’ movement.

At the same time, the Plenum considered that the
fear that the accentuation of the class struggle in the
countryside, at the present stage of the revolution, might
cause a weakening of the united anti-imperialist front,
was quite unfounded. On the contrary, the experience
of the peasant movement in Honan at the beginning of
1925, when it took up a position hostile to the Szcond
People’s Army, shows that the refusal to put the demands
of the peasants in the centre of the programme of the
national movement for freedom might have caused the
failure of the revolution.

The theses defined the future revolutionary power of
China as the anti-militarist democratic dictatorship of
the proletariat, peasantrv and other exploited classes.
This transition power must be gradually effected by the
appropriate radical reforms—nationalisation of the land,
railways, concessions, factories, mines, banks, and enter-
prises belonging to foreign capital. In order to urge
the Kuomintang GGovernment of Canton along the path of
consistent revolutionary struggle, Communists must en-
ter into the Government, supporting the revolutionary
wing in its struggle against the wavering and Right
Wing elements. The peasantry must be guaranteed a
chance to build up organs of local government. The
army must play an increasing role as one of the most
important factors strengthening the alliance of the work-
ing class with the peasantry and strengthening the lead-
ing role of the proletariat in this alliance.

With the introduction of this programme considera-
tion should be given to the need to preserve the strong-
hold of the Canton Government and the National Army
and their uninterrupted development and reinforcement.
This is what determines the necessity of gradualness in
conducting agrarian reforms on the territory of the Kuo-
mintang Government.

The revolution makes it incumbent upon the voung
and numerically weak Chinese proletariat to conduct a
very complicated manceuvre, both in respect to a, whole
universe of imperialist robbers, and also in directing all
the forces participating in the revolutionarv struggle.
The success of this manceuvre pre-supposes an accurate
calculation of forces, an accurate reckoning of the classes,
making it possible on the one hand to bring the revo-
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lution up to a higher stage in time and without delav,
and on the other hand averting the mistake of artificially
forcing it, of jumping over intermediarv links.

The Chinese proletariat can solve this most import-
ant task; which 1s without example in historyv, onlv by
supplementing its weak numbers with the strength of
its own mass organisations and by assimilating the ex-
perience of the struggle of the entire international pro-
letariat as quickly as it possibly can. The growth
of the theoretical and organisational strength of the
Communist Partv and the international proletariat is a
necessary condition in China, in order that the national
revolutionary movement in China may take a non-
capitalist path of devclopment, therebyv dealing a fatal
blow to imperialism in the East.

tion in drawing up the decisions on the point of

the agenda dealing with the work of Communists in
the trade unions. While not dwelling in detail on th@s
question (the reader will find a sp_ecial art_ic]e on this
subject), it is necessary to emphasise that in the reso-
lution on the activity of the Executive Committee, the
Plenum confirmed the correctness of the E.C.C.I. policy
which made the most important question of international
and national trade union unity the chief item of its work.
Experience has shown that this struggle for unity can
onlv be conducted successfully if our influence increases
and our organisational positions are strengthened within
the trade union movement. This demands an increase
in the membership of the Red trade unions as well as
more energetic, consistent and systematic work of the
Communists in the reformist trade unions, a better and
more flexible organisation of Communist fractions,
greater compactness of the trade union oppositions under
our influence, and finally, wider contact with the masses
with indefinite Ieft tendencies.

The distribution of forces in accordance with the
given situation, the distribution of attention amongst
the various branches of trade union work, the choice of
wavs and means most suitable for the various forms of
work is guided by the political direction of the various
Sections. The Plenum brought these questions before
the Sections in a sufficiently clear and concrete manner,
pointing out not only certain successes and achievements
but also the inadequacy of these successes, and the fact
that these achievements had not been followed up in
various countries of Europe and America.

I I VHE Plenum used the same principle ot concentra-

of the Plenum by the specches of the Opposition
leaders. What aim did they pursue ? They wanted

to air their views which had been unanimously con-
demned as a Social-Democratic deviation by the Fifteenth
Conference of the Soviet C.P. But the delegates to the
Plenum were in good time provided with “ material on
the Russian gquestion” in all languages, containing be-
sides the speeches of representatives of the majority,
also verbatim reports of the speeches of comrades Kam-
enev, Zinoviev and Trotsky at the Fifteenth Conference.
The leaders of the Opposition justified their anti-
Party speeches at the Plenum by saving that the Central
Committee of the C.P.S.U. had not deprived them of
the right to speak at the Plenum in exposition of their
views. When a yvear ago comrade Zinoviev made a co-

ﬁ. SHARP dissonnance was introduced into the work
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report at the Fourteenth Congress of the C.P.S.U., he
also referred to his formal right and to the “loyal nature”
of this action. Experience however proved something
quite different.  The leaders of the Opposition were
themselves compelled to admit on October 16 that they
had gone to the length of the most acute forms of frac-
tional struggle which have already been utilised by a
“third force,” i.e.,, the open enemies of the proletarian
dictatorship. There is consequently every ground for
taking up a cautious attitude both towards comrade Zino-
viev himself and to his actions.

The Opposition orators endeavoured to assure the
Plenum that their object was not to make an appeal.
If they wanted to say by this that they did not direct
this appeal to the Plenum, then perhaps this assertion
is not so far from the truth. Being in a position to fol-
low the decisions of the Sections and the work of the
Plenum, the Oppositionists could not really have doubted
but that their accusations against the C.P.S.U. would
be rejected by the Plenum with the same unanimity as
they were rejected in all the organisations of the
C.P.S.U., from the factory nuclei right up to the Party
Conference. But does this not mean that this appeal of
the Opposition was not made to the Sections as a whole,
but to those Opposition and opportunist groupings which
exist within the various sections, and perhaps even to
those who are outside the Sections ? At any rate, Ruth
Fischer stated at the Commission of the E.C.C.I. that
on the “ Russian question” she entirely shared the view-
point of the “ Leningrad” Opposition. And, of course,
Maslov, who considers it is less dangerous for himself
to practice “ultra-Left” slander against the Soviet re-
gime under the protection of the Prussian police than to
give explanations to the International Control Commis-
sion about his own moral and political attacks, Maslov

adhered to the viewpoint of Ruth Fischer on this ques-
tion.

UT it is an ill-wind that blows nobody any good.

The anti-Party action of the individual leaders

helped to get the Right danger in the C.P.S.U.
clearly illustrated on the tribune. The sessions of the
Plenum were not only turned into a demonstration of the
solidarity of all Comintern Sections with the C.P.S.U.
and its Leninist leadership, but displayed what a thor-
‘ough acquaintance the representatives of all Parties have
with the content of the Russian discussion and with its
centra] problem as to the possibility of constructing
Socialism in the Union of Socialist Republics. If one
compares the speeches of Party representatives at the
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Fifth Congress of the Comintern concerning Trotskyism,
with the speeches made at the Seventh Plenum on this
same subject, Trotskyism reappearing under the thin
disguise of the new Opposition, one can convince oneself
of how the theoretical level of all Sections of the Comin-
tern has grown, how their knowledge of Leninism has in-
creased, and how it is no longer possible to terrorise
Communists with quotations from Marx and ILenin
chosen irregularly and at random.

When the Opposition appeared at the Moscow and
Leningrad factories, thinking to take the rank and file
Party members unawares, and deluged them with the
demagogical premises of “billions” on the part of the
super-industrialist, Zinoviev, they encountered an unani-
mous repulse. And they met with this same unanimous
repulse in the highest organ of International Commun-
ism—the Seventh Plenum, where they put forward the
super-internationalist, Trotsky, who prophesied about it
being inevitable that Soviet economy should dissolve into
capitalist economy. For no super-revolutionary phrase-
ology, no expressive repartee was capable of eluding
comrade Tang-Ping-Tshan’s calm and simple question
to comrade Zinoviev as to whether the latter, with his
pretences of 100 per cent. Leftism, intended to gladden
the Chinese revolution by sending it as a present the
lawful offspring of the new Opposition bloc—the scoun-
drel Souvarine.

Comrade Semard quite correctly characterised the
general mood, when, in closing the Plenum, he pointed
out that the Comintern had stated loud enough for even
the deafest of the Opposition to hear that the unity of
the C.P.S.U. should be conserved at all costs and that
all Sections of the Comintern are against the Opposi-
tion bloc, are on the side of the C.P.S.U., on the side
of unity of the Leninist Party and the victory of the
Revolution.

The Seventh Plenum showed that our Sections are
growing and becoming strengthened, that their influence
over the working masses is extending, that their lead-
ing role in the decisive battles is assured. In face of
such incontestible facts, the panicky prophesies about a
crisis in the Comintern and the darngers threatening its
unity seemed pitiful, childish lisping. The Communist
International as the Seventh Plenum has shown, is grow-
ing, becoming strengthened and sweeping away the
husks in the form of such Right renegades as Souvarine
and Wynkoop, and ultra-Left “mysterious strangers”
of the Maslov and Ruth Fischer sort. The Comintern

is resolutely, persistently and with assurance proceeding
along the path towards the conquest of the masses, along
the path to the mass revolutionary struggle, forward to
the world October.
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New Battles on the Way

“ A British

HE defeat of the miners ushers in a period of more

acute class struggle than ever before in Great

Britain. In that period it is the capitalists who
will be on the offensive.

But the experience of the last seven months, and
the continuing process of decline of British imperialism,
render it certain that all the lessons of the late struggles
will be learned by the workers, and that it is they who
will emerge victorious in the long run, not the capitalists.
The time has gone by when the workers saw in a general
capitalist offensive merely a series of unconnected at-
tacks on wages and hours. More and more experience
has taught and will teach them that these attacks are
only part of a political struggle, in which the workers
can conquer only through the seizure of power. In this
sense, the outlook before the working class is radically
different from that following the previous defeat of the
miners in 1921.

The Miners

Despite appearances, to no section of the worlers
does this apply with greater truth than to the miners.
Undoubtedly the results of the capitulation decided by
the miners’ conferences have begun to make themselves
felt. The owners are not content with having split the
miners’ rank by agreements terminating at varying dates
during the next five years. They are not content with
establishing 7} hours here, an 8-hour day there, a 49-
hour week 1in a third district : or with laying down differ-
ent percentage additions on district basic rates, all with
the object of setting miner against miner, district against
district. The mineowners have now begun an attack on
working conditions which hitherto had never been chal-
lenged. In Yorkshire, the 20 minutes break for meals;
in South Wales, local attacks on the bonuses granted to
night workers : elsewhere attacks on other forms of privi-
leges which had been enjoyed by the miners undisturbed
for generations.

And yet neither the original capitulation nor these
latest attacks, nor yet the open co-operation of trade union
officials with the capitalists in setting up rival “com-
pany unions,” has produced in the miners the same dis-
illusionment as followed the great betrayval of 192r1.
It is most characteristic that, instead of the miners in
the Midlands who returned to work earliest—some of
them four months ago—following the lead of the
treacherous Spencer, or his equally treacherous rival,
Varley, who were responsible for the collapse, their one
concern, revealed in all workers’ letters and reports from
the district, is to “clear out the traitors.” The member-
ship of the Communist Party in this district is increas-
ing as rapidly as ever: the workers are looking to and
swearing by Cook.

A Leader Loyal to the Workers

What is the reason for the change? It is that in
1926 the workers have not been faced with an unbroken
front of treachery on the part of their trade union and
political leaders, as they were in 1921. The refusal of
Cook to acquiesce in the treachery of the General Coun-
cil and the cowardly surrender of the miners’ leaders has
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afforded the miners an example for the first time in the
history of their own or the general British trade union
movement, of a leader who (on the whole and despite
any waverings) remained loyal to their cause and did not
hesitate to place that loyalty in front of loyalty to col-
leagues. But more important still, the day-to-day fight
of the Communist Party, not only nationally, but in the
lodges and districts, in the towns and villages of the
mining areas, for the miners and against the coalowners,
the capitalist government, the reformist bloc of treachery
that extends from Thomas to George ILansbury, has
revealed to the miners the possibility of a new political
leadership totally unlike anything which they have had
at the hands of the Labour Party, the I.L.P. or the other
reformist parties. The miners have literally had a new
vision, and this new vision has radically altered the out-
look.

What svmptoms have we of new lines of develop-
ment amongst the miners? Instead of talk of leaving
the union, as was the case in 1921, from all parts of
Great Britain come reports that the watchword of a single
miners’ union for Great Britain, launched by the Party
and taken up by the Minority Movement and by A. J.
Cook, is finding an enthusiastic response from the rank
and file. Disgust with the passivity and the sabotage
of the Mineworkers’ International is as great as it was
in 1921: but evervwhere the miners are talking, not
merely of breaking up the old international, but of the
new Anglo-Russian Miners’ Committee which is to sow
the seeds of a new, fighting miners’ international. It
is along these lines—the systematic changing of the
leadership, re-organisation of the Federation as a national
union, the building up of a real International—that the
active elements in the miners’ ranks, led by the Com-
munist Party are working, and there is every ground
for believing that they will have the masses with them.

The Qutlook for the Workers

Very few peopie in the British Labour Movement
are now under any illusions about the likelihood—which
the Communist Party foretold a year ago—of the defeat
of the miners being followed by wholesale attacks on the
standard of living of the workers in other industries.
Even the Coal Commission, nine months ago, was used
by the railway and transport employers as a sounding
board for their campaign for reductions in overhead
charges, first and foremost at the workers’ expense. In
these times of declining British trade, the former “ shel-
tered industries—railways and transport—are sheltered
no longer. The transport workers have already been at-
tacked, through that section which is engaged on the
loading of coal: but an elaborate report of the port em-
ployers has been issued to prepare the way for an attack
on the other workers engaged in and about the docks.
The railwaymen have not had applied to them yet the
provisions of the wages board adopted by the N.U.R. last
spring, because the companies have been deliberately
waiting until after the mining lock-out : but the applica-
tion cannot now be long delayed. The growing com-
petition in Central Europe and in the Colonies with such
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industries as engineering, shipbuilding, textiles, etc., is
prompting the employers in these industries too to raise
once more the question of reducing “the cost of produc-
tion,” which means, once the miners have been beaten,
nothing but an attack on wages and hours.

Political Attacks

But it is not only economic attacks, it is political at-
tacks which the working class has to expect. The with-
drawal of the right to conduct independent strike ballots,
the abolition of the right of peaceful picketing, the with-
drawal of the immunity from prosecution for damages
caused by a strike—this is the programme of anti-trade
union legislation projected by the Conservative Party.
The reformation of the House of Lords and its recon-
struction as an impregnable citadel of reaction, to which
the capitalist class can constitutionally retreat in the
event of a Labour majority in the House of Commons,
the abolition of the political levy in the trade unions
which is the financial basis of the Labour Partv, the
withdrawal of the vote from the unemployed, the pro-
hibition of the receipt of financial assistance from abroad
and of the entry into Great Britain of “foreign agitators”
—this is the programme of political “ reforms” laid down
by the Tory Conference at Scarborough. Side by side
with these parliamentary attacks, the capitalist class is
obviously preparing for several extra-parliamentary
measures, such as further repressions against the Com-
munist Party, the establishment of an increased special
constabulary to act as a permanent buttress of the Con-
stitution, the extension and strengthening of the Fascist
movement, and so on. We can, without exaggeration,
say that the capitalists have learned a valuable lesson
from the spectacle of the revival of the trade union move-
ment after the disastrous defeats of 1921-22, and are
determined to create such conditions as will prevent such
a revival after the economic attacks of 1926-27.

But the workers have learned some lessons, too.
What is the biggest difference, so far as the working
class movement is concerned, when we compare 1921
and 1926? It is, above all, the existence of a growing
Communist Party which is very active amongst the
masses, and of an influential Minority Movement. In
1921, our Partv was barely six months old when the
great attack broke : it was only in the process of the great
struggles of 1921 to 1922 that it learned by bitter experi-
ence the need for, and the way of, practical day to day
work in the trade unions and in the factories. Our Party
during the whole of that period was still strongly under
the influence of sectarian traditions. In 1926 the pic-
ture is different. Our Party has hecome a political fac-
tor, and more and more is recognised as the only Party
fighting for the workers. It has taken the lead in build-
ing up the Minority Movement, which, for all its organi-
sational immaturity and weakness, can nevertheless at
1ts conferences unite the delegates of nearly a million

workers and give them a revolutionary programme of
action.

The Party’s Work

) That. i1s why, for example, the more and more open
Intervention of British imperialism in China has been
met with a widespread formation of “Hands off China”
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Committees in every large industrial centre, primarily
under the auspices of the Trades Councils. That is why
the Party’s campaign for changing the leaders, not merely
in the shape of the exposure of this or that reformist, but
in the shape of a determined fight for reporting of dele-
gates to trade union conferences, l.abour Party confer-
ences, etc. to their electors, is having a marked effect
in the Labour movement. 'That is why the disruptive
tactics of the lLabour Party leadership have not pre-
vented the election of Left Wing candidates-—the official
nominees of their local I.abour movement, but “un-
official” so far as the head office of the Labour Party is
concerned—at the municipal elections. That is why the
defeat of the miners and the betraval of the General
Strike have not given rise to a tendency to desert the
unions, as in 1921, but on the contrary have strengthened
the movement for greater unity between the unions and
better organisation for fighting purposes: witness the
repeated decisions of the Woodworkers’ Union not to
secede from the Building Trades Federation, despite the
determined efforts of the leaders to bring this about.
That is why, finally, the real Left Wing movement in
the Labour Party—that in which the Communists are
taking the lead—is going ahead, as evidenced by the
steady increase in circulation of the “ Sunday Worker”
and the growth of the Left Wing groups in the locali-
ties, while the sham ILefts grouped around Lansbury are
losing influence and have been forced by this fact to
attempt a revision of the programme in a more “ Left”
direction.

Greater class consciousness amongst the masses,
the strengthening of the desire for militant leadership,
the strengthening of the revolutionary oppositions with-
in the trade unions and the Labour Party, the strength-
ening of the Communist Party with every new capitalist
attack that proves to the workers the correctness of the
Communist policy—this is the outlook for 1927, in view
of the continued decline of capitalism in Britain and the
increased pressure upon the working class.

The Outlook for the Bourgeoisie

The defeat of the miners brings to the British
capitalists more than the hope of succeeding in a num-
ber of sectional attacks on various classes of workers. It
brings them the hope of rationalisation and stabilisation
on a large-scale at the workers’ expense. It brings them
the hope of being able to compete once more industrially
with the powerful rivals which have emerged since the
war, and of a revival in trade simildr to that which for
close on a year followed the successful capitalist offensive
of 1921-22. The defeat of the miners, further, to a cer-
tain extent unties the hands of British imperialism in
China: more, it will undoubtedly encourage them to
greater liberties with the Soviet Government, in whose
defence the miners have always been the vanguard of
the workers’ army. Out of the defeat of the miners, the
British imperialists hope to draw new strength for com-
batting the centrifugal tendencies within the British Em-
pire. Undoubtedly all these hopes are not entirely
groundless.

But the experience of 1922-23 is none too hopeful for
the capitalists. In the first place, even a temporary
revival in trade, since the war, has brought with it in-
variably a revival in the strength and determination of
the Labour movement, which at once places in jeopardy
the very basis of improved trade, Although heroic



January 30, 1927

New Battles on the Way—-continued

efforts have been made since 1923 to prevent any such
untoward events as the invasion of the Ruhr and the
subsequent economic dislocation, there is still the con-
stant flow of cheap German reparation goods into Euro-
pean barkets, the attempt to regulate this flow directly
against the interests of Great Britain by the formation of
Continental cartels, the ever-present danger that the
temporary stabilisation of Great Britain may precipitate
new crises in Central and Eastern FEurope.

The Effect of China

The revolution in China and the awakening of the
Chinese proletariat to the part which it can play in lead-
ing the masses in the struggle for liberation have gone
so far that the defeat of the national revolutionary move-
ment, the crushing of the Canton Government, and the
consequent temporary making safe of China for capital-
ism, are scarcely possible. The decay of the Empire
cannot be arrested, although it may be delayed, by the
deliberate de-industrialisation of Great Britain in the in-
terests of British finance capital and the Dominion bour-
geoisie, on the lines advocated by Sir Alfred Mond. And
the British capitalist class, in the face of American com-
petition throughout the world, political and economic,
in the face of Japanese competition in China, in the face
of the developing revolutionary influence of the U.S.S.R.
is still menaced by the possibility of finding itself, at
some sudden turn in the world situation, faced with the
alternatives, either of fighting when it can, or postpon-
ing the fight until it is too weak.

Therefore, the difficulties facing the bourgeoisie are
not likely to be decreased during the coming year. The
process of the disintegration of the Liberal Party, of the
consolidation of all the forces of reaction openly under
the banner of a single class Party, is bound to proceed
more rapidly than ever. This, coupled with the econo-
mic and political offensive against the working class, is
bound to undermine more and more the time-honoured
traditions of British liberty and democracy, of the class-
less State and a super-class parliament, which have
served so well and so long to deceive, mystify and enslave
British Labour.

The prospects of the political education of the work-
ing class which are thereby opened upon cannot augur
well for British capitalism : for even a temporary improve-
ment in conditions, were that possible, cannot wipe such
lessons out of the memory of the working class. The
British capitalist class is still menaced by a situation
becoming more and more objectively revolutionary.

The Outlook for the Communist Party

There can be no question about the increasing sever-
ity of the tests which will be imposed on our Party in
Great Britain during the coming months. The bour-
geoisie is well aware of the growing influence of our Party
amongst the miners, and of the increasingly decisive part
1t played at several critical moments of the struggle (not-
ably the rejection of the Bishop’s Memorandum in Sep-
tember, the adoption of measures for intensifying the
struggle in October, and the rejection of the Govern-
ment’s terms in November). The bourgeoisie is equally
aware that there are other industries in which it will only
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require the practical proof of a capitalist attack to con-
vince the workers that the Communists are their only
friends. The bourgeoisie knows of the tremendous
additional strength which our Party derives from its
organic connection with the Communist International.
The bourgeoisie knows, finally, that in its struggle
against revolting China and the Colonial masses gener-
ally it has a serious adversary, not to be measured by
mere numbers, in the existence of a determined opponent
within the heart of the British working class. There-
fore, our Party does not conceal from itself the prospect
of still more violent attacks, legal and extra-legal, of the
possibility of the threat of illegality to which it was ex-
posed under the Emergency Powers Act becoming con-
firmed by some decision of the Courts, and of the in-
creasing burden and complexity of its revolutionary
duties giving rise to errors and seeking out the weak
spots. in its ranks.

Neverthless, our Party in Britain has reason to be
confident that, by bending all its energies to the struggle,
it can weather the storm and emerge more powerful
than before. The slogan of “Double the membership !”
which was issued by the Sixth Plenum of the E.C.C.I.
has been amply fulfilled by the time of the Seventh
Plenum : our Party will realise that this is due to the
combination of revolutionary principles and frankness
with day to work amongst the miners for immediate is-
sues. Carrying out this campaign equally amongst the
workers in other industries, our Party can be confident
that every new attack will bring it new thousands of
members.

What Must the Party Do?

The utter and complete bankruptcy of every poli-
tical group in the I.abour movement, from extreme Right
to sham Left, under the rigid and merciless examination
of the seven months’ struggle of the miners’ leaves the
Party with no serious competitors in the struggle for
the changing of the old leadership of the masses, pro-
viding always that it is even more unsparing in its critic-
ism and exposure of opportunism in all its shades.
Provided, too, that it learns the lessons of the mistakes
which the Comintern helped it to correct, namely, the
necessity of seizing on every opportunity to widen the
political outlook of the masses and prove to them the
correctness of its programme.

What are the main tasks which this experience and
these prospects dictate to our Party in Britain, and
which have been summed up for it at the Seventh Plenum
of the E.C.C.I.?

First in order of pressing necessity is the task of
binding the six or seven thousand new Party members,
overwhelmingly miners, who have been won for the
Party during the last six months, close to the ranks of
the Communist International by providing them with
elementary political education and guiding their energies
to elementary Party tasks such as fraction work in their
unions and the Labour Party, building up of the Minor-
itv Movement and the Left Wing, and the sale of the
Party paper. Secondly, to strengthen the work of the
whole Party in the mass organisations of the working
class, particularly concentrating on the organisational
strengthening of the Minority Movement and paying
greater attention to fields of work hitherto neglected
notably the textile industry, the agricultural workers and
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the working women. Thirdly, to intensify its campaign
against reformism in all its shapes and varieties, util-
ising the struggle not only for the immediate objects of
fighting the reformists, or of fighting capitalist reaction.
but of systematically contrasting at every step the pro-
gramme of reformism with the Communist programme.
Fourthly, a special necessity in view of the increasing
war danger, which will bring the British working class
face to face with the question of power much more acutely
than ever before—our British Party must conduct a pro-
paganda campaign against the war danger, at the same
time paying much greater attention to anti-militarist
work in all its forms, to the campaign for solidarity witi
the Russian workers as the first step towards a united
and militant trade union international, and to the organi-
sation of a mass Workers’ Defence Corps, the sole guar-
antee against the menace of Fascism, and the pledgc
that the workers will not be caught unawares by anv

Pandora’s Box

HEN we discuss “stabilisation” we are apt to

neglect the political side of the question, al-

though it is political life which shows most
clearly how strongly bourgeois society is in the grip of
this fever. One of the most striking symptoms of this
fever is undoubtedly the so-called “parliamentary
crisis” which the majority of bourgeois States are now
experiencing. Even little Lithuania, which has hardly
had time to get used to democracy, and parliamentarism,
has already experienced a most serious crisis in this field.

These crises in the past have been episodes in a
struggle between an autocratic power and the supreme
representative institution of the bourgeoisie. The pre-
sent parliamentary and constitutional crises are of a dif-
ferent nature. The institution of parliament itself does
not seem to be affected. But the principle of parliamen-
tarianism is trampled under foot unceremoniously; the
executive power, i.e., the government, elected according
to the rules of parliamentary representation is over-
thrown by armed force.-

These infringements of the constitution are much
worse than the former; parliament is openly reduced
to the role of a figleaf which covers the nakedness of
armed dictatorship, and even then covers it badly.
Bourgeois parliamentarism, which should express the
concentrated political will of the bourgeois class, is trans-
formed into fiction ; without changing its composition, it
sanctions one executive power or another which is set up
In exactly the same way, irrespective of the ways and
means whereby this power is obtained. Constitutional
legality ceases to exist and is replaced by the mailed
fist, meagrely covered by a transparent parliamentary
glove.

The little “revolution” in Lithuania, just like the
Polish coup d’etat, shows how unconcerned bourgeois
society is for the overthrow of its political idols. A
handful of officers of the former T'sarist army, headed by
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crisis in the class struggle. Finally, in the present
phase of the Chinese struggle, in view of the possibility
that the heroic fight of Canton may rouse the spirit of
revolt in India and other parts of the British Empire,
our Party in Britain must give greater atteuntion than
hitherto to Colonial work, doing its utmost to explain to
the workers the practical need for an alliance in combat
against imperialism with the Colonial peoples.

The period immediately opening is one of the greater
and greater struggles, literally stepping stones to the
struggle for the conquest of power and the establishment
of the dictatorship of the proletariat. Fortified bv a
consciousness of its historic destiny, confident in itseif
and in the working class, our Party will utilise the
lessons of the last seven months to prove to the British
workers, by word and deed, that under its leadership
they can overthrow the capitalists, set up a working
class State, and proceed with the construction of Social-
ism in a second country, thereby determining the fate
of capitalism all over the world.

in Lithuania

two adventurists well known to every one, one fine night
arrest the members of the Government, surround the
parliament building with their soldiers, and compel the
President of the Republic and the representatives of the
people to sanction a change of government brought about
by force. The President of the Republic does not risk
saying that he would prefer death from a pistol shot to
subjection to such an act of violence; and amongst the
national representatives there is not a single Mirabeau to
call upon those present not to disperse but to offer resist-
ance to brutal force.

The whole business ends in a couple of hours, and
by the morning the new self-appointed government is
already issuing a manifesto and giving interviews to
newspapers and reporters.

A Drab Revolution

In the present case even the workers did not offer
any resistance; their leaders were re-arrested at the
same time as the ministers, and all their organisations
were closed down. The Fascist revolution of Mussolini
displayed certain dramatic features, but the Lithuanian
imitation was enacted in the most commonplace setting.
Bourgeois parliamentarism does not even die beauti-
fully. Tt liquidates itself eagerly because bourgeois
society sees no other way out of the cul de sac into which
it has fallen owing to the situation which has arisen
since the war. On the one hand complete economic ruin,
on the other hand a working class which will not allow
stabilisation to take place at its own expense and en-
deavours to take the helm of State into its own hands.
Bourgeois societv needs a dictatorship, but nevertheless,
such a dictatorship as would allow a certain possibility
of control. Hence the specific form of the peculiar
Ceasarism which is growing up under our eves.

In Lithuania there has been no revolutionary move-
ment of the proletariat. The small Communist Party

C
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has been driven underground and even the Social-Demo-
crats did not show energy of any consequence. The coun-
try has ben primarily peasant, half-kulak, and could re-
main in the present position for some years to come.
Nevertheless there was a working class in the towns,
organised in trade unions; and the very existence of the
latter worried the bourgeoisie. The organised workers
offered resistance to capitalist pressure and listened to
the muzzled voice of the Communists. The democratic
and petty bourgeois government of Slazhevitch was cap-
able neither of taming nor of suppressing the workers.
It twisted and turned from side to side, first retreating,
then attacking; first supporting reaction then fighting
it ; it was cowardly, like all the petty bourgeois govern-
ments of our days. The People’s Party itself, to which
Slazhevitch belonged, sharply condemned the hesitation
of the government at the December Congress of the
Party and demanded decisive repression against Fascism
which was beginning to raise it head more and more
shamelessly. But this demand still more confused the
unfortunate cabinet ; it continued to hesitate. The Fas-
cists then decided to take the initiative in the struggle;
as a result the December 17th coup d’etat took place.

How Cowards Reach Power

It is characteristic that it was carried out not by the
political Fascists led by Smetona and Voldemaras, but
by a profligate and drunken band of officers under the
command of Colonel Glovatsky and Major Plekhovit-
chius. The former undoubtedly were fully cognisant of
the plot, but did not want to undertake the technique of
the rising, not being sure of success, and apparently not
sure of the confidence of the troops. However, they did
not hesitate to take power, when it was handed to them
on the point of the officer’s swords. Smetona took ‘the
President’s chair, while Voldemaras became the head of
the government with a supplementary portfolio as Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs.

They were not able to form a cabinet solely from
among their own people; they took the main portfolios
for military and home affairs, as well as for foreign
affairs; they had to divide up the remainder between
the “ Christian Democrats” and the kulak “ Farmers’
Party.” The former were the same people who, in 1920
overthrew this same Smetona, who at that time was
President of the Republic, and they ruled the country
from that time right up to May of the present year, when
the voters refused confidence in them at the time of the
Sejm elections. Thus Smetona had to share power with
his own opponents because the officers wanted this. The
other partners of the Smetona Fascists are the rich
farmers who are only a little further to the Left than
the Christian Democrats.

Essence of the Bourgeoisie

But this hodge-podge of Parties and tendencies in
the government is in itself symptomatic. 7The cabinet
sybolises the concentration of all the reactionary forces
of the internal front. For the.sake of this concentration
old political enmities have been forgotten, as is the case
in all social crises of bourgeois society. The new cabinet
indeed thus defined the main point in its programme
s;ruggle against “ Bolshevism,” i.e., against the working
class.
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Objectively, however, the fundamental question of
Lithuanian State life is by no means the Communist
danger, but an external danger. And on this point also
the new government is in hopeless contradiction with it-
self. Smetona and his colleagues are nationalists who
will not allow any compromise; they are in favour of
the .complete independence of Lithuania and will not
entertain any deals with a Poland which has deprived
them of Vilna. Realising the weakness of their own
small fatherland, they are seeking support in the Soviet
Union and in Germany ; they calculate that with friendly
relations with these two powerful neighbours, Lithuania
will be able to develop not only economically, but also
preserve her independence in spite of Polish designs.
The Christian Democrats, on the contrary, consider that
Lithuanian nationality can be preserved only at the cost
of Lithuanian State independence, and are ready to
agree to any deal with Poland, even to the extent of
restoring the old union.

During the last few years of their rule, the Chris-
tian Democrats conducted secret mnegotiations with
Poland for the purpose of settling the disputed question
of Vilna in such a manner as to give Vilna autonomy,
but within the confines of Lithuania. The Poles were
ready to give Vilna autonomy within Poland. The nego-
tiations broke off at this point, because the Christian
Democrats quit the government. There is no doubt that
if they had remained in power a little longer they would
have found some patched up compromise on the Vilna
question and the road would then have been open for
negotiations with Poland.

The main links connecting the Christian Democrats
with Poland are the “Ksends” (Catholic priests), ser-
vants of the same Vatican which rules in Poland. The
majority of the Christian Democratic Party are them-
selves actually priests, hence the hatred of this Party
for the Soviet Union and, to a certain extent, even for
Germany. They have a strong influence over the peas-
antry, especially over the rich peasants, as a result of
which the “ Farmers’ League” also shares to a consider-
able degree the same Polophile viewpoint. The latter
Party is also headed by Catholic priests the most famous
of whom is Mgr. Bolokaitis, the Lithuanian Stinnes.

A Split Likely?

What external political policy can these varied ele-
ments have in common ? As we have said, the question
of foreign political orientation is the main problem of the
Lithuanian State power. Voldemaras, the Prime Min-
ister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, has openly stated
that he will conduct a policy of rapprochement with the
U.S.S.R. There is little probability of the Christian
Democrats submitting to his programme. It ‘is more
likely that a split will take place on this point, and both
the component Parties of the government bloc will come
to blows. The possibility of a second interference by
the officers, who are also divided into two camps in their
attitude toward Poland, is also not out of the question.

The danger of such a rupture is evident, for there
is no doubt that the Christian Democrats will find active
support among their Polish friends. It is well known in
diplomatic circles that immediately after the coup d’etat
the Polish foreign minister, Zalesky, 