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After Nanking 
T HE British n~nsorship is doing everything in its 

power to pn:vcnt the masses from learning the truth 
about the destruction of Nanking, and it must be 

admitkd that so far the l'ensor has been verv successful. 
In ( ;reat Britain, durin.~ the first fl'\1' days after the mass
al·re of the dcfetll'elcss population of Nanking, the general 
public was under the impression that some sad incidents 
had taken place, that there were some victims on both 
sides, and that the Americans and British suffered most. 
Evidently, however, the ruling dass of Creat Britain 
are not l'onvincerl that the versions whidt thev have l'ir
culated to justify tlH:ir brutal and unprecedented crime 
will meet with the sympathy of the broad masses of the 
population. Tlu~y are using the short period at their 
disposal, before the secret becomes generally known, in 
preparing the country to rel·eive the news about the 
breaking out of hostilities on a wide scale. 

The moulding of public opinion along these lines 
began the first day after the ocntpation of Shanghai by 
the national armies. The time that e1apsed between the 
Shanghai victory and the Nanking bombardment was 
utilised to convince the countrv of the need for more de
cisive action and more violent methods against the vic
torious Chinese Revolution. 

There is hardly any necessity now to prove that 
the Nanking pogrom wa!:i carefully prepared. It was not 
unexpected. The most ronvincing document in this con
nection is the appeal of the Shantimg clique circulated in 
Nanking on the eve of the bombardment. The Shantung 
clique, whid1 is in permanent contact with the imperial
ists, wrote in their appeal the following: 

"The Creat Powers will not permit that Nan
king be raptured by the Canton forces. The 
occupation of Nanking will signify its ciestruction. 
The guns of the battleships are all turned towards 
the town." 

The Shantung predictions came true. The on·upa
tion of Nan king adually led to the destruction of great 
masses of the population and of some thickly populated 
sections of the town. The guns, of which the Shantung 
clique spoke, actually brought death to Nanking; this 
gunfire will be recorded in history as the begim1ing of 
a new great war. 

The military situation supplies the strategical ex
planation for the destruction of Nanking. But this ex
planation is not sufficient alone. The military aim could 
have been achieved without the violent destruction of a 
Chinese city. The character and extent of this pogrom 
mark the Nanking bombardment as a reprisal for the 
taking of Shanghai, as an attempt at military hostili
ties on a big scale in order to stem the progress of the 
Chinese revolution. 

The British press started the political preparation 
for the military attack on the Chinese Revolution during 
the first few hours after the Chinese victory. This pre
paration was carried on brutally, cynically, and in an 
organised manner. The British press called things by 
their real names. 

The Shanghai l'Orrespondent of the " Daily Tele
graph," is the well-known Ashmead Bartlett. On Mon
day, March :n, at 2.30 p.m., he sent a cable to this 
paper about the lootin~ and atrol·ities perpetrated by the 
Canton forces. He consoled his compatriots, however, 
with the information that an emergency situation had 
been declared in the foreign settlement, joyfully em
phasising that there are I ,:;oo American sailors among 
the foreign forces who will help to restore order A. few 
hours later he sent another cable declaring that there are 
no civilians in the foreign settlement, as all have donned 
militarv uniforms. He added that there arc 2o,ooo peo
ple o( various nations in Shanghai surrounded by 
1 ,soo,ooo "mad Chinamen." 

Ashmead Bartlett even described the sentiment of 
those foreigners. Here is what he wrote : 

"At night our immense front is patrolled by 
small groups of soldiers behind barbed wire, hop
ing against hope that someone will attack them, 
for really the strain of keeping back these armed 
hordes by peaceful persuasion is becoming intoler
able. I cannot imagine that any other troops 
would have shown the patience ours have 
displayed." 

The author adds to this work of art in describing 
the hopes and despairs of the British that : 

" It is certain that there will be disagreeable 
incidents during the week." 
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W E have taken only a few passages from these 
cables published in the "Daily Telegraph," of 
March 22nd. Two davs later we find a more 

definite communication in the·" Times." The corres
pondent of that ponderous publication does not spare any 
colouring in describing the chaos prevailing outside the 
foreign settlement. He describes the revolutionarv 
Shanghai workers as hooligans and bandits. -

The correspondent knows that the "Times" is re
garded in Great Britain as a Government organ. That 
organ is accustomed not merely to discuss hut also to 
command, and the correspondent commands Bei Shun 
Shi to put down the Shanghai workers in 24 hours, with 
the methods applied hy his predecessors in the struggle 
against the Chinese Revolution. This command ends 
with the ultimatum: 

" If he permits terrorism to continue" -by ter
rorism he evidently means the General Strike
" it means that he is either a party to it, or is in
capable of controlling it. Within the next 48 hours 
it will become evident whether there is a reason
able chance of a peaceful outcome.'' 

\Ve must add that this communication was written 
30 hours before the Nanking bombardment, and that the 
editor made a short hut very eloquent comment : 

"A statement published on the preceding page 
gives the number of warships now assembled at 
Shanghai and elsewhere in China." 

\\"e can reply to the "Times" that we have found 
that information, and that it has fully explained to us 
the Nanking tragedy. 

It stands to reason that the preparation of the Nan· 
king bombardment was begun long before the Shanghai 
victory. \Vhen the House of Commons congratulated 
the government on sending troops to China, it also sanc
tioned the dastardly deeds the troops were to perform 
on the Yangtse River. On that day-that was March 
16th of this year--the Labour Party also sanctioned 
those deeds. As "\Vorkers' Life" has correctly pointed 
out "the Mac Donalds and the Clynes share with the 
Tories responsibility for the deaths of British and Chin
ese workers at Shanghai this week." The Communists 
in Creat Britain realised that a storm was coming, that 
"the war danger is now more serious than it has ever 
been before." And the Labour Party intensified this 
danger hy giving the hangmen of the Chinese people a 
free hand. 

March 16th is an important historical date in the 
preparation of the great war against the Chinese Revo
lution. Undoubtedly, however, the Shanghai victory was 
the decisive event which provoked the Nanking bombard
ment. After the Shanghai victory, Baldwin, in reply
ing to a question raised by Beckett, said that the govern
is maintaining contact with the Nationalist Covernment 
of China. There is no doubt that the British imperial
ists took fully into consideration not only the strategical, 
hut also the social and political significance of the Shang
hai victory. Prior to the Shanghai victory, not only 
l\'fac Donald (who declared that Miles Lampson and 
O'Malley were excellent diplomats) hut also the ruling 
circles of Great Britain cherished great hopes that their 
agents would dissolve the Kuomintang. They antici
pated that the Right \Ving of that Party would he 
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strengthened and that a compromise would be made he
tween the Right elements in the Kuomintang and the 
Northern militarists, who are the agents of international 
imperialism. 

The Shanghai victory dealt these hopes a severe 
blow. The British imperialists understand perfectly well 
the political significance of the victories of the national 
revolutionary movement. They have also understood 
and taken into account the fact that the Shanghai vic
tory, which came as a tesult of the united action of the 
insurgent Shanghai proletariat and the approaching Can
ton armies, greatly changes the social and political nature 
of the Chinese revolutionary movement. All correspon
dents of the British press, without exception, in describ
ing the Shanghai events, emphasise the role and signi
ficance of the Shanghai victory from the point of view 
of the growing influence of the Communists and the 
strengthening of the Left \Ving in the Kuomintang. 

The decisions of the Kuomintang conference, prior 
to the Shanghai victory, caused uneasiness in the im
perialist camps. But the imperialists are practical peo
ple. They are not accustomed to believe in words and 
resolutions. They held that if events prove favourable 
to their side, then Chiang Kai-Shek will soon withdraw 
his declarations about submission to the Kuomintang and 
turn towards the imperialists. 

Shanghai strengthe~1ed those social elements which 
make compromise impossible and launched the Chinese 
revolutionary movement on a new path. For this reason 
we must now regard the destruction of Nanking not 
merely as a strategic move to assist the Shantung group, 
but also as a retaliation for the Shanghai victory. 

S 0 far we have been speaking only of Great Britain. 
But we do not overlook the fact that the military 
leadership of the Nanking bombardment was in 

the. hands of the Americans. Anglo-American collabora
tion in the struggle against the Chinese revolution is a 
new factor deserving the most earnest attention. 

Prior to the Shanghai victory the American press 
adopted an attitude of expectancy. Quite serious and 
influential papers even allowed themselves the luxury of 
describing the national revolutionary movement sym
pathetically, and from time to time they even censured 
the Northern militarists for their terrorist acts. The 
position of the American papers was absolutely clear. 
American capitalism was mostly interested in the defeat 
of Creat Britain. It cherished the hope that as a result 
of the defeat of British imperialism, Amerka would 
easily he able to take the place of ( ~reat Britain and pene
trate China through the "Open Door "policy, which 
would do away with the spheres of influence that the 
various States had secured before America had become a 
powerful imperialist State. 

The American position in relation to the Chinese 
struggle resembled very much her position in the world 
war prior to·1917. At the beginning of the war America 
stood aside, warming herself at the tire of the world war 
and transforming the blood of the European workers and 
peasants into shining gold which was systematically and 
gradually shipped over to America. America entered 
the war at the twelfth hour in order to strengthen her 
positions and establish her world domination. Ameri
can capitalism intended to adopt the same tactics in re
gan] to China. It hoped that with the aid of honeyed 
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words it would be able gradually to penetrate the econo
mic life of China and quietly capture one position after 
another, as Great Britain was losing them owing to the 
development of the Chinese revolutionary movement. 

But Shanghai caused a serious change in the atti
tude of the ruling class of America to the Chinese Revo
lution. They saw in the Shanghai victory a powerful 
challenge, not only to British imperialism, but to im
perialism in general. The Shanghai victory revealed the 
possibility of creating a really united and free China, 
going its own way and not adopting the path of capital
ism. The red spectre of Shanghai helped the British to 
win America over to their side in their struggle against 
the Chinese Revolution. 

But even now we cannot yet speak of complete un
animity among the ruling class of America in their atti
tude to the Nanking bombardment, and to the problems 
connected with the uninterrupted develo!Jment of the 
Chinese revolutionary movement. Since the Nanking 
events, the American press represents a multi-coloured 
mosaic picture, although voices are being raised with 
greater frequency and with ever greater force against the 
Chinese masses in general and the Chinese revolution
aries in particular. 

To this very day we do not yet know the character 
and the conditions of the agreement between British and 
American imperialism. It is clear to us why Great 
Britain insisted on sharing responsibility in a war against 
China with other powers. The sanction granted by the 
Labour Party to the hangmen of the Chinese revolution 
is of enormous political importance. But Baldwin and 
Chamberlain know perfectly well that the MacDonalds 
and Thomases do not represent the moods of the work
ing masses. They kne; and they know that there is 
some real weight in Cook's declaration, that a war ·de
clared by the Conservative Government against the Chin
ese people may cause the miners to retaliate by a war 
against the Conservative Government. Under these con
ditions it is difficult-absolutely impossible-to start a 
great war single-handed. · 

Great Britain was compelled to seek some reliable 
partnu. Even prior to the Nanking bombardment she 
secured such a partner in the "fearless friend," Musso
Iini. But that fearless friend has his own ambitions and 
interests, and, what is more, he cannot be of much help. 
A partner like the United States is, of course, more 
interesting and more valuable. 

We do not know as yet the price Great Britain paid 
for her new partner. But there is no doubt that joint 
action by the United States and Great Britain in the 
attack on defenceless Nanking does not yet signify tbL 
beginning of a lasting alliance. The interests dividing 
these two States in China are still in force. On the other 
hand, we must take into account the enormous signi:fi
cance of the factor which leads to their alliance-we have 
in mind the social and political character of the new 
stage in the Chinese revolution. 

ECHOES are to be heard in many European coun
tries of the co-ordinated action of Great Britain 
and America against China. In this connection the 

attitude of the German press is very characteristic. The 
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overwhelming majority of German papers described the 
Nanking events in the London fashion. \Vhat is most 
characteristic, however, is the fact that the German 
bourgeois press, including the " Vorwaerts," follows the 
London example in carefully concealing the frightful 
results of the prolonged bombardment with the heavy 
guns. 

The French press is not much different from the 
German press. Only the " Humanite" described the de
tails of the Nanking bombardment. All other papers 
speak of the Nanking bombardment merely as an un
pleasant incident. We may surmise that the bourgeois 
press of all countries supports the united front of Anglo
American imperialism in its attempt to turn the wheel 
of the Chinese revolution with the help of their naval 
forces. In order that the reader may have a clear con
ception of how the European press pictures the Nan
king pogrom, we will quote a short leading article from 
the "Manchester Guardian" of March 25th. \Ve choose 
the "Manchester Guardian," as this paper has a reputa
tion as an old Liberal and neutral organ, which from 
time to time has taken the liberty to come out against 
Baldwin's policy in China: 

"The story of events at Nanking is confused 
and the upshot is not yet completely certain, but 
much of what happened can be reconstructed. The 
Northern army retreated, as at Shanghai, in 
haste and confusion. It looted as it went and the 
advance-guard of the Cantonese looted as it came. 
The foreigners at Nanking concentrated on a hill 
near the north gate of the city, whether with the 
intention of remaining there until disciplined Can
tonese troops entered and restored order, or sim
ply as a temporary measure until they could be 
withdrawn to the ships in the river, we do not 
know. In this position they were shelled by troops 
described as Chinese "irregulars," and some of 
them were killed. It is unusual for "irregulars" 
to be equipped with guns, but ~n China the dis
tinction between regulars and irregulars is some
times a fine one, and perhaps depends mainly on 
the disposition of the troops at any given moment 
to obey the orders of their chiefs. At all events, 
the foreign community being in da~ger, the co~
manders of the British and Amencan warshtps 
in the river issued an ultimatum demanding their 
safe delivery on pain of a bombardment of the 
city. At the same time, when the foreigners were 
shelled, the warships bombarded the quarters 
whence the shelling came and landed naval forces, 
which at the cost of some casualties, succeeded 
in withdrawing the foreigners from their danger
ous position. It is possible, as it is much to be 
hoped, that all the foreigners have now been 
brought safely away. The leaders of the Canton 
army, like the Canton Government, are no d~ubt 
ready and anxious to secure the safety of foreign
ers. The trouble is that they are in imperfect 
control not onlv of the auxiliaries who accom
pany their adva'itce, but also, it is to be feared, of 
elements which are supposed to be more closely 
under their orders." 
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THIS article needs no commentaries. The facts 
here are arranged in such a way as to picture the 
bombardment as an unpleasant and cruel necessity. 

::\evertheless this article as well as the entire European 
press is interesting and characteristic also from another 
point of view. It is no secret that the British Empire, 
in spite of the meaningless phrases of the pacifist gen
tlemen who endeavour to prove that the Empire is an 
alliance of free republics, is cemented together "·ith the 
blood of the mass extermination of "aborigines" which 
is a usual phenomenon in the historv of the British Em
pire. The forms and methods of these exterminations 
were determined by circumstances and by the develop
ment of military technique. British imperialism, as im
perialism in general, held and still holds under its sub
jection the weaker nations primarily ,,·ith armed force, 
with the help of which the discontented masses are be
ing mercilessly crushed. But the European press, and 
particularly the British press, was compelled to maintain 
silence as regards the Xanking bombardment. This 
proves that the imperialists find it difficult under the 
present conditions to secure the support of the aeneral 
public in their Chinese policy. The imperialist: know 
that. This explains \Yhy their wrath is directed pri
marily against the Soviet Union and against the revolu
tionary Labour movement in all countries. Everv article 
in the British press directed against China is- accom
panied by atrocious attacks on the Soviet Union and 
the Communist movement. All correspondents in 
Shanghai consider it their dut\· to describe the unusual 
influence of Borodin, a citizen- of the Soviet Union on 
the Chinese Revolution, and the sympathy of the Chin
ese Revolution for the Soviet Union. 

\\·hat was and is the response of the European Lab
our movement to the inten·ention in China in aeneral 
and to the beginning of the war in particular? "' ' 

\\·e haYe already pointed out that the Second Inter
national has refused to giYe any active support to the 
Chinese ren1lution. \Ye also knmY of the acti,·ities of 
the largest ,;eL·tinns of the Second International. The 
British Labour Part\· has actually sanctioned the mili
tary hostilities of th~ occupation forces in China. The 
German Social Democrats tell the German \YOrkers 
through the "\ ·orwaerts" that the Chinese revolution is 
not their affair. The French Socialists helped Poincare 
to pass the mobilisation ]a\\· \Yhich enables the govern
Ir:ent to mobilise the population and to decapitate revolu
twnary organisations that dared to resist a war, while 
the Xanking bombardment was in the process of pre
paration. 

\Ye have before us a man·ellouslv interestina docu-- ,., 
ment "·hich characterises the attitude of the .-\mster-
dam International to the Chinese Revolution.* 

H O\YEYER, reg~rdless of the position taken by 
the Second and .-\msterdam Internationals. and by 
all reformists, we have reasons to believe in the 

growing sympathy of the working class for the Chinese 
revolution. This sympathy has not yet been organised; 

* See Victor Demar's article in this issue, "Amsterdam and 
the Proletariat of the Colonies and the East," on Oude
geest's reply to a Chinese delegation. 
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in many countries it has not yet taken definite shape. 
But the first attempts of the Communist Parties to mobi
lise the Labour movement for an active struggle against 
imperialist intervention have shown that the slogan for 
the support of the Chinese revolution meets with the 
warm sympathy of the proletarian masses. The Kan
king bombardment was not a surprise to the Communist 
Parties. \\·e have quoted above the British Communist 
organ on the growing \Yar perils. If we analyse the 
documents of other Communist Parties, we \\·ill find that 
the Communist Parties understood that a petty war 
against China will, as a result of the development of the 
Chinese revolution, and the social crystallisation of the 
character of that revolution, develop into a great war 
directed not only against China but also against the 
U.S.S.R. 

In the manifesto of the Eleventh Congress of the 
Communist Party of Germany we read : 

"?\ever, since 1914, were the \Yar dangers so 
great as thev are now. . . . Be readv everv\\·here 
and particul~rly in the chemical and -metallurgical 
industries, and by our transport to frustrate the 
war and undermine the front in the coming war." 

In the manifesto of the Communist Party of France, 
we read: 

"The road to peace lies in the unconditional 
support to the Soviet Union in its contruction of 
Socialism, and in the victories of the Chinese 
national revolution which must be supported by 
the proletariat to the utmost." 

This manifesto, as well as that of the German Com
munist Party, speak of the pending danger of a great \Yar 
"·hich must be resisted with all force. 

The ideas expressed in the Manifesto of the Com
munist Party of France were advocated at a mass meet
ing on ~farch 22nd, which, according to the French 
press, \Yas, both as to the number of participants and the 
enthusiasm, muc:h like the monster meetings in 1920. 
Semard's declaration at that meeting, that the Commun
ist Party \\·ill not stop at anything until it turns the 
armed masses against the government and transformed 
the imperiali,;t "·ar into civil war and give all power to 
the workers, peasants and soldiers, was met with vigor
ous applause by the \\·orking masses. 

But, it must be stated that whilst the imperialists 
have already gone over from \\·ords to action, we do not 
vet see anv concrete, definite action on the part of the 
~,·orking cl~ss in Europe starting a real struggle against 
the imperialists and giving determined support to the 
Chinese revolution. 

It seems to us that now more than ever we must re
member that a war cannot be stopped with words, slo
gans and fine gestures. Moreover, under the present 
circumstances, mass action is the best agitational method. 
Imperialism does all in its power to keep the broad 
masses under its influence. The social traitors and paci
fists help imperialism in that. These lackeys of im
perialism must be mercilessly exposed. But exposure 
alone will not do. If it is true that the Nanking bom
bardment was the beginning of a great war-and it is 
absolutely true-then this calls out to the working class 
to exert heroic efforts in actually beginning to organise 
the war against war. 

B 
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Atnsterdatn and 
Colonies 

the Proletariat of the 
and the East 

Victor Demar 

0 NE of the greatest strikes in the history of the 
Labour movement took place in 1925 in the largest 
commercial and industrial centres of China. 

About soo,ooo proletarians revolted against imperialist 
oppression, particularly against British imperialism. 
The Chinese workers suffered great losses, they were 
shot down, the,· starved-but their ranks were not shat
tered. They ~eeded help from outside just as much as 
a year later the British miners, who were up in battle 
against the entire machinery and the capitalist class, 
needed international aid. 

.·\t the time when the struggle of the Chinese wor
kers against imperialism (the summer of .1925) was most 
acute, the Red International of Labour Unions and the 
Communist International appealed to the Amsterdam In
ternational and proposed joint action in support of the 
Chinese strike. 

.-\msterdam refused. And the Second International 
at the Marseilles Congress in August, 1925 declared in 
l!. resolution on the struggle of the colonial peoples 
against imperialism that: 

"The Socialist International resolves that the 
colonial question be placed on the agenda of the next 
Congress." 

The leaders of the Second International, apparently, 
hoped that by the time of the next congress, i.e., in 
1927, things would have calmed down and that they 
would not have to break their heads about drawing up 
some appeal to the League of Nations on the Chinese 
question. 

The Socialist imperialists did not guess correctly. 
In 1927 the national movement for freedom has attained 
unparalleled heights and scored giant victorit>s. Im
perialism is being dealt the first severe blow in China. 
From the "Chinese chaos" springs forth a definite anti
imperialist revolutionary movement, ideologically and or
ganisationally formed, in which the leading role is in 
the hands of the organised working masses. The im
perialists despatch their battleships and military detach
ments to China, but the Amsterdam International does 
nothing whatever to frustrate the imperialist crus::u1e 
against the Chinese workers. 

No Support for China 

The Amsterdam International deliberately refuses to 
support the Chinese workers. The Chinese delegates at 
the anti-imperialist Conference in Brussels, Chang Kuen 
(the Secretary of the Chinese Maritime \Vorkers' Union) 
and Lian (representing the national revolutionary army) 
addressed themselves to Oudegeest, Secretary of the Am
sterdam International, with the question as to whether 
the Amsterdam International is prepared to organise 
demonstrations in Europe in favour of the Chinese 
national movement. 

The International Trade Union Alliance replied to 
this that the question will be investigated and that it is 

not an easy matter to organise demonstrations in Europe, 
and one should not think that they can be held everv 
day. · -

"To the request of the delegation to .;;end a com
mittee to China, to investigate the actual state of 
affairs, the Amsterdam International replied, that 
it is not able to do this in the near future and that 
under the present conditions it does not consider 
it desirable to send such a delegation, as the 
trade union movement is a constructive move
ment with powers only in a country where there 
is political tranquility. The Amsterdam Inter
national does not intend to send a de legation until 
peace has been restorecl in China.* 

Such was Mr. Oudegeest's reply. In plain 1rords 
this cynical and vile reply means to -:ay : "\Ye are not 
going to interfere with British the and the other !!Overn
ments in despatching military forces to China·;· 11·hen 
these forces restore order, then the .\ msterdam Inter
national will look into Chinese affairs." Hmn:ver, one 
need not think that the "ideas" of .\ mstenlam h;n·e no 
repercussion in China or in the Far East. :\ot onh· the 
Japanese Compers, \fr. Buniu Suzuki, the .\mste.nhm 
representative on the League of Nations, bnt even the 
imperialists themsehes are endeavouring to JJrove to the 
young Chinese Labour movement the aclvanta,ges of \ m
terclam "ideas" over "Bolshevik doctrines." 

Imperialists' Advice 

In 1925, during the General Strike in Shanghai, the 
"China Press" Cw-7-25), issued by American capital, 
published a leading article on the nature and destinv cif 
the Chinese trade union movement. In that article, a 
warning is given to the Chinese trade union mcwement 
against the possible revolutionary development which 
"has been condemned bv historv and the experience of 
the international Labo~r move-ment" and advises the 
workers to follow the example of the moderate modern 
trade unions of Europe and America, which desene 
general respect. It said : 

"In view of the fact that China has at its dis
posal the experiences of the \Vest, the leaders of 
that country ( !) must avoid many mistakes 
which were made bv the Labour movement of the 
West in its course ~of development. . . However, 
what has happened in Shanghai during the last 
6o days (the strike) indicates that China is in
clined to fight for its salvation with the methods 
which the Labour organisations of the West used 
a hundred years ago." 

The paper went on to say that the American Feder
ation of Labour has a lot of monev and much influence 
and that the labour unions posses; their own banks. I~ 

* "Het Volk," organ of the Social Democratic Party of 
Holland, March 10, 1927. 
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( ~ermany, the La hour mm·ement is concerned with social 
legislation, and you Chinese novices choose the road of 
Chartism ... and Bolshevism. 

Such was the attitude of the imperialists. They pro
posed and propose to-day to the Chinese workers the 
tested methods of .-\merican and European reformism. 
The Chinese· trade unions repudiate reformism, they 
do not helie\·e· their oppressors. To this the servants 
of imperialism retaliate by shooting down the Chinese 
workers. .-\nd the .-\ msterdam I ntcrnational is patiently 
waiting until "order" is cstahlishcd in China. In short, 
Amsterdam docs not interf ... ·re with the imperialists, and 
the imperialists speak in f:n·our of .-\msterdam! That 
is why :\msterdam rduses to oq~anise demonstrations in 
Europe, and docs not e\"l'll think it ne,·essan· to send a 
dl'lq~ation tn China. 

* .. * * * * 
Howe,·er, the .-\merican r nternational is not always 

passin: in relation to the Labour mm·ement of the colonial 
countries. 

In South Africa 

Tlms, for instann:, on f•\:hruary 12 of this year, the 
International Bureau unanimous!.\· decided to ac,·ept the 
Industrial and Commercial \\'orkers' (Tnion of .\frica 
int., the lntanational; this is the onh· trade union org-ani
sation of colnun·d n:tti\"e workers of South .-\frica. 

:\foreu\Tr, the Bureau de,·ided to expel the Trade 
l'nion l.'ongn:ss of ~outh .\frica, ,,·hidt consisb of \"ari
uus tra<k union t~rg-:111isations of white workers \\"hence 
does thi,.; }o,·e for the hlack-skinned workers ,·ome? 
\\"h ... ·ncl' do._.,, this opposition to the whik-skinm·d Lahour 
ari,.;toa:tn· collll'' \\"herein li ... ·s the secret nf this :\m
stt-rda m " t ra 11 ,.;format ion" ' There is no secret. It was 
,·:lll,.; ... ·d In· ,·ir,·um,.;t:lltl'l'" 1rhidt merit the general atten
ti .. n of the puhli,·. 

In the Hriti,.;h colony kn111\n as the Pnion of South 
.-\frica, thvn· :tre about three million workers. ·\hout 
t1111 :tnd a half million are coloured workers; the others 
had tht: fortum· to he h .. rn with white skins. The col
nured 1wrkn~ haH' no rigltb whatever, although they 
h:11·e pknt\· of dntie-;. F(Jr instance, they haw no rig-ht 
to mn\T about thL·ir own ,·nnntry from one place to an
other 11·ithout thl' permission of their former employers. 
The\· h:n'l' no franchi-;e and cannot particip:~.te in parlia
mentary ekdions. Only tho,.;e cnlourcd people whose 
skins :~.re a littk lig-hter, i.e., those whn arc not of pure 
.-\frican blood, have heen promised certain rights of 
fram·hi~c. The coloured workers have not e\·en the 
right to he unemployed, as anyone who is ont of work 
nwre than a week is arrested : -;o a discharg-ed coloured 
worker i,.; ,·ompelled to work under any conditions in 
order to keep out of prison. The coloured worker earns 
an a,·eragc of ,;s. a day, the white worker rss. There 
:1re ,·en· man\' coloured workers in Africa. Their labour 
power is \'er.\: cheap. In the near future the number of 
coloured workers will hecome still greater, as the govern
ment of the South African Union (a coalition of the 
Xationalist Party with the Labour Party) is introducing 
a law as a result of which hundreds of thousands of 
small native farmers will be "freed" from their land. 
The imperialist bourgeoisie is preparing a reserve army 
of cheap labour for new industrial enterprises. The 
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laws of the country are directed against the hlal·k 
workers. 

In order to he able to defend themseh•es, the ~·ol
oured workers ha,·e ...-reated their own organisation, as 
the\· were not admitted into the trade unions of the white 
wo~kers. The Industrial and Commercial \Yorkers' 
Union of Africa has been in existence since 1919 and has 
now a membership of 4;:;,ooo. During the first years of 
its existence, the union concluded an aggressi\·e policy 
and obtained ,·onsider:1hlc benefits for the colonial wor
kers; for instance, a general so per cent. increase in 
the wages of the dnckworh·rs in Cape Town .-\ fairly 
influential g-roup of Communists assumed leadership in 
the union during the process of the struggle. The posi
tions of ( ~eneral Seaetarv and Treasurer were· held bv 
Communists. Howe,·er, ·in December, l<)26, the Exe
cutin~ Committee of the union, umkr the influence and 
on the initiati\'e of tttle of the Secretaries named Clements 
Kadalli, de,·ick<l h_,. a majority vote to demand from the 
Communists that the,· hrcak with their Partv or that 
they lean• th ... ·ir positions in the trade unions." 

The Communists rejected the ultimatum and 11·ere 
expelled. < ln 11·hat grou;Hls? From the otli~·i:1l declara
tion published in the nt'ticial org-an nf the union, the 
"\\'orker..;' \\"nrlcl" (T .:?-T-.!7), it follows that the Com
mtmist..- ~~- ... ·re t·xpelkcl firstlv he~·ause the Communist 
Part\· was interkring- more· and more in the general 
attai~s of the union, and secondh·, hecause the Ceneral 
Secretan·, ,·nmr:tcle L:1 Cuma, r~ ... ·ei,·ed a mancl:1k from 
the Cnn.tmunist Part\· to attend the Brussels Confer
l'Tll'l' nf cnloni:tl pl·opk~s. ~o other reasons are indic:tted. 
It \\·nuld appear ..;tr:mge that a union of negro wnrkers 
,;}tould :1dopt repres..;i\·e me:tsures ag:tinst penpk whn are 
members nf thl· 1111h- party which is ,·nnduding- an adive 
~trug!,!'le again..;t the oppression of the nq~rot.'-"· Hnw 
,·an :111 nrg:m i ,;at inn nf oppressed people n·sort to repres
~iH· llll':t,.;ures ag-:tin-;t a comr:~.de who deem,.; it necess:tr_\' 
t•l participate in a world cong-ress of nppn·ss ... ·d nation..-? 

Is it not Jl<l..;..;ihk th:1t there are ..;nme extern:1l in
Hm·tll'l'-" ,·nming- from the enemies of the colnurc(l 
\\'nrker~ 1 

.\ Deserter 

Let us ,.;tate it frankly. Ckments Ka<blli, \rho 
inspired :tnd initi:~.ted the repressive mc:1sure<. against 
the Comnmni~h. went as a representative of the "entire 
South African prnlet:triat" to C.enev:J.. Clements Kadalli 
will participate in :t session of the Labour Office of the 
League of ~ations. This is taking place in spite of the 
fad that the prngr:ttnme manifesto of the I.C.U., adopted 
at the samt.· se,.;sinn which expelled the Communists, re
peats time and ag-ain the theses ahout the irreconcilable 
dass strug-gle and the struggle for the final liberation of 
the African and the international proletariat (" \Vorkers' 
\\'orld," 12-1-27, p. _;). Can one go to Geneva with 
such a programme? No. This programme was good 
enough for a delegate to the Brussels Congress of the 
oppressed peoples. Why then does Kadalli go to Gen
eva and Amsterdam ? One of the two: either Kada1li 
confused his addresses or he is confusing the minds of 
the members of the I.C.U. Unfortunately, we have 
evidence which proves that our second supposition is 
correct. 

If page 3 of the "\\Torkers' \Vorld" speaks of the 
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Amsterdam and the East-contjnued 

irreconcilable dass struggle, we find on page 4 of th! 
same issue, the following : 

"The coloured labour movement will develop 
on the model of the white labour movement. . . , 
but if the reasonable demands and ideas of the 
coloured industrial workers are ignored by the 
whites, then it is inevitable that the coloured 
workers will have to adopt extreme methods 
which will. be harmful both to themselves and to 
the whites. On the other hand, if the demands 
of the black workers are taken into consideration 
and as far as possible satisfied by the whites, the 
native workers will be appeased and they will 
adopt the methods of· organisation and constitu
tional agitation practised by the white trade 
unions." 

'Ve recall the threats of the "China Press" given to 
the Chinese workers. Our quotations dearly prove what 
the imperialists demand from the Chinese Labour move
ment. But Kadalli, from South Africa, "guessed" on 
his own what the imperialists want. He frankly de
dared to a reporter of· the bourgeois paper, " The Star," 
that the Communists cause animositv between the blacks 
and whites and that he, Kadalli, and other leaders of 
the workers are true constitutionalists, very much desire 
that their union should be regarded as a bona fide labour 
organisation. But in order to bar the approach of the 
Communists to the consciousness of the negro workers, 
the capitalists must grant to the latter some concessions, 
otherwise Kadalli could not vouch for their noble 
intentions. 

That explains why the Communists were expelled 
from the I.C.U. This also explains why Sassenbach's 
telegram sent two days after the admission of the I.C.U. 
to the A!Ilsterdam International had already been pub-

lished, with necessary comments, in "The Star." Am
sterdam must have such "oppressed people," who cause 
no riots and who do their best to live within the limits 
of the constitution of their oppressors, a constitution 
which gives nothing to the black man except prohibitive 
paragraphs. That is why Amsterdam "refrains" from 
interference in Chinese affairs, but does take part gladly 
in South African affairs. 

Will Follow China 

Does this signify that the capitalist slaves in South 
Africa trust Amsterdam Reformism ? Of course not. 
The masses have not yet had their say. The masses 
know who fight for their interests. It is true they have 
not yet fully realised that there are white people who 
are willing to fight in the interests of the blacks. Hither
to the negro has known the white oppressor only. That 
is why the Communist Party of South Africa must be 
very tactful and patient. The doubly oppressed black 
workers will never understand the language of Kadalli 
and company about " c-onstitutionalism" and "bona fide" 
trade unionism. This talk sounds good only to Amster
dam. The black workers of South Africa will follow 
the example of the Chinese coolies. 

There is no other way open before them, as their 
position of slavery will force them on to the road of a 
decisive struggle. The Communist Party will help the 
native workers in the struggle. The white trade unions 
have been expelled from Amsterdam because they had 
ideologically dissociated themselves from that body, and 
even before this had come out in favour of one trade 
union international. The white unions of South Africa, 
which has already realised the necessity of world unity, 
must understand the necessity of working class unity, 
regardless of colour, on the territory of the South African 
Union. 

Books 
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YOU 
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The Political Meaning 
of The Great Strike 

J. T. Murphy 

world. Here is a book which I 
should like to see published in 
millions of copies and translated 
into :til languages : .. " 

On The Road To 
Insurrection N. Lenin 

140 pa1fes 
Paper ccivers, 1/6 Lpostfree, 1/8] 

I N the pages of this brilliant 
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genius of Lenin through that in
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the "July Days" until the final 
seizure of power by the Bolshe
viks in November, 1917. The 
problems that the Russian work
ing class met with, and, under the 
guidance of Lenin, solved during 
these months, are akhi to the 
problems that the working class 
m every other . country has also 
l'o prepare to face. 
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Paper covers, 1/6 Lpost free 1/81 
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Strike, of its "failure" and of 
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Ten Days That Shook 
The World John Reed 

368 P88'e5 
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Cloth covers, 4/6 [post free, 4/10•] 

T HE book which J,enin read 
three times and of which he 

said: ''Unreservedly do I recom-. 
mend 'Ten Days That Shook 
the World' to the workers of the 

The State and Revo
lution N. Lenin 

Second Edition 
Paper covers, 1/6 [post free 1/7!] 

T HE book that more than any 
other gives the essence of 

Lenin's theory of the transition 
to Socialism. Lenin finished the 
book a few weeks before the 
October Revolution of 1917 con
firmed the correctness of his 
analysis. 

Order your copies from the 

Communist Bookshop 
16 Kint: Street WC2 
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The Chinese Revolution and India 
J. T. Murphy 

T HERE are more reasons than the fact that Great 
Britain has over sixty million pounds invested in 
Shanghai to make the British imperialists deadly 

enemies of the onward sweeping Chinese revolution. 
The south-western frontiers of this revolution meet the 
north-western frontiers of the Indian Empire. Within 
the frontiers of that Empire, 350 million people have 
been held in subjection for many generations by Brit
ish imperialism which is now so scared over the pros
pects of the effects of a victorious Chinese revolution. 

As a writer in the "Empire Review" says in an 
article on "The Indian Swaraj and \Vorld Politics" : 
"Spreading as she does from the frontiers of Burma 
to the Pacific, a strong China might easily become a 
menace to Southern Asia." This is stating the case 
mildly, so permit Lord Meston,-~n ex-Indian Governor, 
to say his say. Spreading himself over three columns 
of the Tory paper, "The Sunday Express," he says
in contemplation of the passing of Shanghai into the 
hands of the National Revolutionary forces-" If Shang
hai falls it will not be Shanghai alone that we shall have 
lost. Throughout the entire Eastern world one inter
pretation and one interpretation only will be put upon 
such a catastrophe, namely, that \Vestern civilisation 
has been defeated by oriental nationalism." He goes 
on to say: "Every blunder, every hesitancy, every weak
ness on our part in China goes running down the whis
pering galleries of Asia and weakens our whole position 
in the East." 

He is especially concerned with India, for here he 
goes on to say that there is a "persistent underworld of 
restless, fanatical hatred of the \Vest and all that it im
plies in India." He concludes "That a weak or vacillat
ing policy in China is a danger, sufficiently great in its 
reaction on those countries \Yith which we are most close
ly allied, to reconcile all thinking Englishmen to the 
measures that are now being taken." 

"Slaves in Burma" 

In another Tory organ of the bourgeois press, Lord 
Birdwood protests against any possibility of the reduc
tion of the military budget of India and \Yarns the world 
against the Bolshevik menace. 

Still more direct in its relation to the important 
events developing in China is a visit of the British Com
mander-in-Chief to Burma. The British have suddenlv 
discovered that in Burma there are slaves to be liberated 
and expeditions are sent there to abolish slavery in this 
benighted country, and incidentally, to make a- military 
inspection of the frontier of Burma which borders the 
frontier of the Chinese revolution. 

All these facts point conclusively to the fear which 
reigns in the minds of British imperialists concerning this 
mighty revolutionary movement. And, of course, they 
have good reason to be alarmed. For ten years they 
have seen the U.S.S.R. emerging from its difficulties, 
growing in strength, and by its very existence inspiring 
the peoples of the East to gather their forces and rise 
for the liberation of the masses from the power of im-

perialism. To see this mighty revolutionary movement 
extending to the millions in China who, in the process of 
their struggle, realise more and more that the great friend 
of their liberation is the organised dictatorship of the 
proletariat in the U.S.S.R., is driving them to a state of 
hysteria. 

They know that a liberated China must perforce bec
kon to the millions of India, Egypt, Palestine and Africa. 
They know that the masses of these countries are watch
ing every step forward of the Chinese National Army, 
and, steeped in a hundred years of experience of "how to 
deal with the Asiatics," they feel themselves impelled 
to discard even the semblance of liberalism in their policy 
and to attack the Chinese revolution with all their force. 
They regard the Asiatics as slaves and have determined 
that slaves they shall remain. 

In the process they perpetrate blunder after blunder, 
and outrage upon outrage, not one of which passes un
noticed by the teeming millions of these countries. The 
Indian masses, for example, know full well their own 
experiences under British rule. They know the perse
cutions thev have endured from their overlords and when 
they see th-e Chinese National Army marching from vic
tory to victory, when they see that the atrocities of 
Shanghai, of \Vanhsien, and of Nanking are unable to 
deter the revolution, but on the contrary, arouse the 
masses to more powerful organised action, then this is 
at once an inspiration and a lesson conveying new per
spectives for their own future. 

A Warning Voice 

For example, the organ of the Swaraj Party of In
dia, "The Forward," for the 27th of January, 1927, 
writes : "If Japan has been spared the fate of China, 
India, Persia, etc., it is only beqmse she too has taken 
a leaf out of the book of European imperialists, become 
a votary of force and has learned to pay European nations 
back in their own coin .... The first condition of a suc
cessful stand against \Vhite Imperialism in Asia is to 
have a strong and independent China fully trained in 
the modern arts of warfare." This is at once a warning 
to the imperialists and a portent of coming events. 

But this is not an isolated voice. In response to a 
speech made at a banquet by the President of the Euro
pean Association in Calcutta in which this gentleman 
said: "A continuation of British rule in India was neces
sary for the good of the Indians themselves," a leader of 
the Swaraj Party writes : "Events in China ought to 
have opened the eyes of the extremely high-spirited 
members of the European colony. The Europeans in 
India should not forget that they form an insignificant 
minoritv. Half-a-million desert people would be enough 
to cans~ so much disturbance that the British would real
ise their unusual position in the country." This is plac
ing the finger on the pulse of British imperialism with 
a vengeance. 

But not only is the warning sounded. On all hands 
the voice of protest is raised against the intervention in 
China and especially against the sending of Indian troop,;; 

c 
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Chinese Revolution and India-continued 

to crush the Chinese revolution. It is already reported 
that some of these troops have revolted and they are be
ing taken away from Shanghai to Hong-Kong. The 
voice of protest extends from the most extreme right of 
the Indian National forces to every section of the Indian 
National Movement. For example, the "Bombay Chron
icle," the organ of the Rigltt Wing Nationalist elements, 
says in a leading article. of January 25th: "The Viceroy 
has announced that his masters installed at Downing 
Street and his government had agreed to co-operate by 
contributing a contingent including Indian troops as In
dia happened to be the closest port from which troops 
could immediately be despatched to China. Is not the 
Viceroy aware that India has always bitterly resented the 
use of her soldiers in Egypt, Mesopotamia and China, 
whenever they have been unscrupulously used to stem 
the tide of patriotism and trample down the leaders of 
their people ? Has not the Legislative Assembly voiced 
the uncompromising opposition, that the people of this 
land object to this cheap device of using now again In
dian troops as helpless mercenaries for helping selfish 
imperialist designs, and does not the very name of the 
Indian stink in the nostrils of all oppressed nations be
cause they have been employed in sanguinary conflicts 
in Shanghai and Cairo ? The long and shameless record 
uf British relations with China include the long-continued 
opium poisoning of these people, the ruthless exploita-· 
tion of its cheap labour and vast resources ; and the 
fierce and oppressive treaties forced on its governments 
at ·the point of the bayonet disclose a purpose and a 
policy that cannot be called defensive." 

Against Troops Going 

All the leading papers of the Nationalist movement 
have voiced their protest in more or less strong terms, 
and the National Assembly itself desired to vote against 
the sending of troops to China. There is not the least 
doubt that this Assembly, the majority of whom are the 
most constitutionally-minded of Indian politicians, would 
have carried a decision reflecting the great mass sym
pathy of the Indian people for the Chinese revolution. 
But the Governor-General stepped in as the representa
tive of the nervous British imperialists and forbade dis
cussion of any kind on this question. 

This decision at once had the opposite effect. It in
flamed the Indian press and great mass meetings of pro-
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test were made on every hand. The following resolution 
adopted at great meetings in Bombay is a duplicate of 
the resolutions passed at many meetings in all the great 
cities in India : " This meeting of citizens of Bombay 
desires to express the sympathy of the Indian people 
for the great Chinese revolution in the struggle which 
they are waging for their political and economic free
dom. The meeting strongly protests against the pro
posal of the Government of India to send Indian troops 
for intervention in China and declares India's sense of 
humiliation at the use of her resources for the advance
ment of capitalist imperialism in the East." 

"The Forward," the organ of the Swataj Party in 
Bengal, dismisses with strong contempt "the claim of 
any man, be he Viceroy of India, to offer up the blood 
and lives of the sons of India to the service of Britain's 
mission on Chinese soil. India is not at war with China. 
India has no quarrel with China. If the truth is to be 
told, the people of India have the warmest sympathy 
for the C~inese in their desperate struggle against the 
unjust aggression of the foreign devils on her soil. . Every 
true son of India will warmly sympathise with Chinese 
aspirations to recover their country from the deadly grip 
of unjust usurpation." 

Towards Mass Action 

Such are the characteristic terms used with regard 
to this development. But a still further concrete ex
ample of the way in which the Indian masses feel in re
gard to the struggle of the Chinese people can be seen in 
the decision of the Indian workers to send three thou
sand Indian ambulance men to serve with the Chinese 
National Revolutionary Army. The Hindu "Seva Dal" 
has undertaken to organise the contingent but we can 
say with certainty that the British Government will pre
vent such a contingent leaving the shores of India. 
Nevertheless this action will only add fuel to the flames. 
The Indians themselves will learn from these events that 
until they also pass from the path of pacifism to that of 
organising the power of the masses and equipping them 
with the means of victory, their subjection will con
tinue to endure. 

This great lesson will be learned as every echo of 
the Chinese revolution falls upon the Indian masses. 
Indeed, they are learning. It is this fact which is driv
ing the British imperialists to frantic anger. But what 
are anger and stupidity in face of hundreds of millions 
of slaves who have learned how to fight for freedom ? 
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The Atnerican Coal-Mining Situation* 
A. G. Bosse 

T!IE \\'orkers' Communist Party began its campaign 
lll the miners' union in April, 1926, in preparation 
for the elections for officers in December for the . . ' 

convention m January, 1927, and for a possible strike 
the ~ollmYit:g _-\pri1. In "\pril, 1926, John L. Lewis, 
Prestdent ot the United Mine \Yorkers of America and 
the most reactionary bureaucrat in the Labour move~ent 
issued an npulsion order against all Communists. Th~ 
Party called a conference of its members "·ho are miners 
to "·ork out a programme to saye the union from being 
~tterly betrayed and smashed, and to combat the illegal
tty forced upon them by the reactionaries. 

The Party decided to support the Left wing election 
slate. Later \\·hen the progressiYe and opposition ele
men~s in .the union decided to make a campaign against 
Lewts, mth Brophy as their candidate for president, the 
Left wing supported it, and the Partv also offered its 
support to the Left ''"ing bloc, From -last summer on 
the entire Party press (the "Dailv "'orker" and half ~ 
dozen Party foreign language papers) carried on an in
tens~ye prop:lganda and publicity campaign against the 
Le,ns bureaucracy, especially through a ''"eeklv miners' 
page in their language papers, and dailv ne,~·s in the 
"D_aily \\'orker." The Communists and Left wing gaye 
theu full "npport to the "Coal .:.liner," the organ of the 
progressiYe bloc. 

The situation in the .:.liners' l'nion is important not 
only because it is the strongest single union in the -~.F. 
of L., but also because the campaign of the reactionaries 
against the Communisb and Left ''"ing in the l\Iiners' 
1Jnion is only part of a nation-wide ~driYe in all the 
unions of the country, .-\.F. of L. and independent as 
''"ell. This campaign is strongest in the needle trades, 
because there the Communists haYe captured the aar
ment \\·ork<:rs' and furrit>rs' unions in Xew York, ~nd 
threakn to capture them nationalh·. The .-\.F. of L. 
and S.viali"t lmreauc'rab are out to-smash the Commun
ist" and Lcit "·ing, and their campaign receiYes the full 
sup_pnrt of the employers, the capitalist press and the 
courts. They "·ill, probably fail in the needle trades, 
hut they haYe lleen tempnrarily successful in the Miners' 
l7nion, clue to the Yery had- objectiye situation in the 
industry and in the union, as \Yell as to the weakness of 
the Left "ing forces organisationally. 

The Situation in the Industry 

The production of coal in the United States has 
increased from 509 million tons in 1913 to 578 million 
tons in 1920, but in 1918 and in 1923 production was 
practically the same as in 1926. Considering the in
crease of 2oo,ooo in the number of men in the industrY 
since pre-war, the great number of new mines opened 
up, and the increa;;ed use of speeding-up machinery 
"till the inclu . .;tr_,. is not working full capacity. This -i~ 
due to the increasing competition of ''"ater power, oil and 
natural ga.:;, as "·ell as to greater efficienC\· in the use of 
coal. Production since last autumn has been at a very 

'' \ \" ri t 1L'll hcforc the strike was dedarcd. 

high rate, as a result of the large exports following the 
British strike, and of the accumulation of great stocks 
in expectation of a domestic strike in April. The figures 
for 1926 are as follows: 

June, 1926, 42 million tons; September, 1926, 49 
million tons; October, 1926, 54.6 million tons; Decem
ber, 1926, 52.7 million tons (a holiday month) ; January, 
1927, 53·4 million tons; February, 1927 (1st half), 27 
million tons. 

Stocks are accumulating at a rate which it is esti
mated will total 85 million tons by April 1st, (68 days' 
supply-the largest stock pile in the history of the in
dustry). The annual capacity of the industry is one 
billion tons, whereas production is below 6oo million 
tons. o,·er half the mines were reported as closed in 
October, 1926, a time of peak production, and there is 
no doubt ·that "·ith the ending of exports and stock accu
mulation, the chronic crisis in the industry will again 
become acute. 

The number of commercial mines increased 50 per 
cent. between 1913 and 1920, and now totals 9,ooo, with 
7 ,ooo owners. Ownership is highly concentrated in the 
hands of the large railroads and steel corporations 
(owned mainly by .:.Iorgan, Rockefeller and l\Iellon), 
which own one-fourth of all the mines. 

"·orking conditions are very bad, the ayerage work
ing "·eek during boom periods being three to four days 
and during depressions two to three daYS. Half th~ 
mines are shut down and only a small peicentage of the 
rest work full time. Hours are 9 per day, without pay 
for lunch time, or for the trip to and from the working 
"face." \\'ages are very low, as a result of great unem
ployment and part-time, and they a,·erage from less than 
soo dollars a year in the non-union districts to 7 so dollars 
in the union districts. The minimum budget for a \VOr
ker's family, as worked out by the reactionary em plovers' 
association, the ;\ational Industrial Confeience B~ard 
is I ,fi9S dollars. .-\ government investigator, Basil l\fan~ 
ley, has stated that onh· one-third of the miners' fami
lies are entirely suppoited by the husband's earnings, 
and the rest find it nec'essarv for the "·ives and children 
to \mrk, or must keep b0arders. Compulsory buying at 
the comp::my stores in many mining towns, at greatly 
increased prices, threatens to increase the cost of living. 

The Condition of the Union 
The situation in the union is n:ry graYe, and there 

is quite a likelihood that it will be smashed during the 
next few years. Already 65 to ;o per cent. of produc
tion is non-union, although the same percentage was 
union-produced a few y~ars ago. In the South, which 
produces 40 per cent. of the coal of the country, produc
tion is completely non-union, and in the \Vest and North
"'est the union is onh· a skeleton. In the central field 
(Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and \Vestern Pennsylvania), 
the union is strongest, but even there its condition is 
very bad. Of the 6oo,ooo bituminous miners (through
out onlv bituminous coal is referred to in this article 
unless ;nthracite is specifically mentioned) in the indus~ 
try, less than 25 per cent. are in the union. 
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American Coal·Mining Situation-continued 

During the eight years that Lewis has been Presi
dent, his Administration has never won a strike. He has 
publicly advised wage-cuts and the elimination of 
200,000 miners from the industry. He admitted at the 
last Convention the loss of 13o,ooo members of the union, 
and there is little doubt that ove; 2oo,ooo have been lost 
to the union. He has never denied charges of having 
accepted bribes of far more than 75o,ooo dollars for 
having permitted mines to operate during the 1922 strike. 

The progressive campaign in connection with the 
elections of officers for the union in December, as well 
as for the bi-annual Convention this last January, was 
carried on more intensively than any previous one. Pro
gressive and Left wing leaders such as Howatt, Hap
good, Brophy, Keeney, etc., made tours throughout the 
locals, and the Progressive candidates for officers, Bro
phy, Stephenson, and Brennan issued much publicity 
in the form of pamphlets, programme statements, and 
special election statements. The latter came out against 
compulsory arbitration, for a L.abour Party, nationalisa
tion of mines, democracy in the union, honest elections, 
organisation of the unorganised field, reinstatement of 
the expelled Left wingers, wage demands, and the rest 
of the Progressive programme. The Lewis campaign 
against the Left wing and the Communists has been 
ruthless, extending from connivance with the operators 
and the government in order to send Communists to 
jail for long terms, to disqualifying them for office and 
expelling them. Progressive meetings were broken up 
by the reactionaries with the aid of the police. 

Impossible Voting Figures 

The results of the elections for officers were an
nounced a month after they had finished, and just before 
the Convention, and undoubtedly in order to influence 
the election of Convention delegates. The vote as an
nounced by Lewis was 173,ooo for himself and 6o,ooo 
for Brophy, totalling 8.5 per cent. of the membership
an impossibly high figure. There is every reason to 
believe that the Progressive bloc won a majority of the 
votes, but was counted out by the padding of the Lewis 
vote and the throwing out of a great number of opposi
tion votes. 

During the election of delegates to the Convention, 
Lewis kept a squad of more than 100 "organisers," each 
receiving about s,ooo dollars a year, whose sole duty 
was the prevention of the election of opposition delegates, 
and the organisation of fake delegations from non-exist
ent locals. In every possible way Progressive delegates 
were prevented from attending the Convention. The 
machine was able to control the Convention by the fol
lowing means: a "red" letter which attempted to prove 
the connections between the Communists and the Pro
gressives; the concentration of great numbers of organ
isers in opposition districts; fake delegations, probably 
totalling 30 to 40 per cent. of the I ,soo delegates pre
sent-for example, some Kentucky and \Vest Virgina 
districts, whose delegations voted for rs,ooo members 
where there were actually only 377 (according to the 
administration figures), for s,ooo where there were only 
five members in good standing, etc. 

The machine attempted to terrorise the rank and file 
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by slugging a number of Progressive leaders, by unseat
ing others in the Convention, by trying to discredit the 
records of the leading Progressives and Left wingers, 
and to isolate the Communists. Lewis' objective is to 
place the union on the same class-collaboration basis of 
v\·orker-employer co-operation that many other A.F. of 
L. unions have been reduced to. The achievement of this 
aim was practically completely attained in the Conven
tion by the elimination of the class struggle clause in the 
constitution ; by gaining the po\Yer of unlimited assess
ment without any rank and file control ; by the expulsion 
of the Communists and Left "·ingers, and the elimination 
of a11 minority opinion ; by making illegal the holding 
of office by any foreign-born miner, though foreign-born 
miners make up the majority of the membership, and 
by eliminating all constitutional sanction for elementary 
rank and file democrac.v. The struggle of the Progres
sives gained real strength in the Convention in the fight 
against the proposal to give the officials unlimited assess
ment power. It defeated the bureaucrats on the matter 
of the so per cent. salary increase, although it was 
counted on by the machine's tellers. It defeated the 
machines so overwhelmingly that there was no way of 
counting the opposition out on the issue of making local 
elections bi-annual instead of annual. 

How the "Machine" Wins 

The Convention shows that on the elementary issues 
facing the union, the Progressives can rally the rank and 
file. However the Convention also shows that the opposi
tion bloc suffered from organisational weakness, lack of 
aggressiveness and inability to capitalise to the fullest 
extent the blunders of the Lewis machine. It showed 
a lack of political clarity in its inability to broaden the 
struggle on such issues as the assessment power, the 
salary increase and the local elections, into a struggle 
of a more general character on the basis of the "Save 
the Union" Progressive programme. On the other hand 
the strong points of the opposition bloc were the follow
ing: a familiarity with the internal affairs of the union; 
its mass character, its courage in the face of the most 
vicious and sustained attack in the history of the Ameri
can Labour movement; its programme was proved to be 
correct; its delegates came from the large local unions, 
in contrast to those of the fake machine-delegations. 
Part of the weakness of the Progressive forces was due 
to the prolonged depression in the industry, which elim
inated the militants first. The recent boom, resulting 
in a temporary increase in employment, assisted the re
actionary factors. 

The role of the government as the executive com
mittee ·Of the capitalist class and as a strike-breaker, has 
been particularly evident in the coal industry. In Janu
ary the Coolidge Administration tried to put through a 
bill to outlaw strikes and compel arbitration, but the 
Senators of the Southern scab operators prevented it. 
Coolidge advocated. this measure because Mellon, his 
Secretary of the Treasury, and the dominant figure in 
the present administration, wanted it as a weapon 
against his Southern coal competitors. The latter, how
ever defeated him in this question, also in the question 
of his nominee for the Inter-State Commerce Commis
sion, which regulates freight rates. This matter of 
freight rates has heen one of the chief means of snwsh
ing the union, for through lower rates for Southern 
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operators, they hav\.' been able to ship their coal twice as 
far as union-shipped coal for the same price, and to out
sell union coal in its own centres. 

I njuudions, ]a ws against picketing, penalising the 
union for violating individual contracts, forced upon the 
miners by the operators, while holding that the Jack
sonville ag-reement* was not binding upon the operators 
-by such "legal" methods, the government has helped 
the operators to smash the union. Lewis' policy of pass
ivity or open connivance with the operators has played 
right into their hands. 

After the Convention the report of the \Vage Scale 
Committee "·as heard and approved. It gave full power 
to Lewis and his Policy Committee, but omitted all the 
vital demands of the miners as "·ell as all preparations 
for the strike. The subsequent negotiations with the 
operators showed how the betrayal v\'as to be carried out. 
In these negotiations all groups of operators denounced 
the Jacksonville contract and came out for a wage scale 
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which would change in accordance with non-union wages, 
thus actually putting union wages on a scab basis. No 
agreement was reached with the operators and the Policy 
Committee decided for district agreements. Later Lewis 
announced that a strike would onlv involve the central 
field, a policy which would leave the mines operated by 
the large railroads running. Unless the railroads were 
seriously affected by the coal strike, it would probably 
fail. \Vith the outlying union districts operating, and 
the Southern scab districts working, the country could 
be supplied with coal for many months. Union opera
tors are reported to be leasing mines in non-union fields 
in preparation for the strike. The bureaucrats are mak
ing no preparations at all, though they know that either 
a lock-out or wage reductions are certain. Latest reports 
say that Lewis is opposed to a strike. 

The offer of aid bv the International .Miners' Com
mittee for Propaganda- and Action was rejected and de
nounced. Unless the Left wing and Communists suc
ceed in their programme, the union seems doomed to 
extinction as a power in the industry. 

The Resurrection of Italian Trade U nionistn 
Jules Humbert=Droz 

T HE Italian Communist Party has just won an im
portant victory over Fascism which is entirely clue 
to its mm efforts. The Ceneral Confederation of 

Labour, the old class organisation which embodies the 
past and the tradition of patient organisation and heroic 
struggles on the part of the Italian proletariat, has just 
been reconstituted. A conference of organisations adher
ing to the C.C.L. held in Milan, on the initiative of the 
Communist minority, has decided to consider null and 
void the decision to dissolve the C.G.L. made by the old 
executive, not to pay any attention to those wh~ pretend 
to have transferred the seat of the C.G.L. abroad with
out consulting its organisations, and to continue the work 
of organisation and struggle within Italy. A provisional 
executive has been appointed composed of militant re
formist trade unionists, ?daximalists and Communists. 
The latter are in a majority. 

To grasp all that is implied in this news, one must 
brieflv recapitulate the role played by our Party in this 
resurrection, its continuous struggle, its prudent and at 
the same time vigorous tactics in snatching the old trade 
union organisation out of the ummrthv hands of the 
reformist leaders and of winning the c~nfidence of the 
majority of the proletariat. To-day our Party reaps the 
fruit of several years' persevering labour and of trade 
union tactics the correctness of ,,·hich is fullv borne out 
by results. -

Destroyers of the T. U. Movement 

Fascism had mobilised the mass of the pettv bour
geoisie for the benefit of big capitalism. But th~ work
ing class, in spite of its defeat and the terrorist meas
ures which have disintegrated and weakened it, was still 
a formidable adversary of Fascism so long as it was 

... 'T'Iw thl'f'f'-~·ear agrecmPnl signed hy thP union ~tnd Ol•f'ra 
tors in 19:24, which expired April 1st of this year. 

associated 11·ith its class organisations, with the C.G.L. 
in particular. Hence Fascism endea,·ourecl from the 
very start to dissociate the proletariat from these class 
organisations and to draw it into the Fascist trade unions. 
It set against the C.C.L. the Fascist corporations, 1rhich 
are under the absolute control and leadership of the 
Fascist party and are organised on the basis of class 
collaboration. In spite of the pressure of the employers 
and the government, the working class boycotted these 
corporations and the attempt to create a Fascist trade 
union organisation on the basis of Yoluntary membership 
failed lamentabh·. At the factory council elections of 
r924 the Fascist. trade unions play~d a ridiculously small 
part and "·ere in fact non-existent in the majority of 
the big labour centres. 

There are i\ro important reasons for this crushing 
Fascist defeat : first and foremost the political maturity 
of the Italian proletariat, 11·hich did not allmr itself to 
be fooled b,· Fascist trade union theories and continued 
to look upa"n Fascism and its corporations as an instru
ment of capitalist domination and exploitation. Secondly 
Italian imperialism, IYeak and young, \\·as not in a posi
tion, economically, to create a labour aristocracy 1rhich 
might have provided a basis for the corporations and 
could have drall'n part of the ll'orking class into them. 
On the contrary, in order to develop the apparatus of 
production and to keep up economic activity Fascism was 
compelled to lower the standard of life of the "·orkers 
for the benefit of the employers. 

The economic situation in Italy compelled Fascism 
to be avo\\·edly the obedient servant of big capitaL This 
was its main raison d'etre. It could not succeed in its 
effort to organise the IYorking class on the basis of class 
collaboration because its entire policy added fuel to the 
class struggle. 

In the face of this crushing defeat, Fascism had re
course to its usual compulsory methods. The State in-
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tervened. By special legislation, introduced on April 
3rd, 1926, it abolished factory councils and the right to 
strike, and decreed the monopoly of the Fascist corpor
ations. Henceforth industrialists were obliged not to 
deal with any other labour organisation. But the Fas
cists were well a ware that. neither this monopoly, nor 
threats and pressure on the part of employers and the 
police could make the workers join the corporations vol
untarily. They, therefore, changed the regime of the 
corporations. Membership became obligatory. Em
ployers deduct from the \rages of all workers the mem
bership dues of the Fascist trade unions. 

But the working class incorporated against its will 
has not altered its attitude to the corporations. It has 
remained hostile to them. Moreover, these corporations 
carry on a purely bureaucratic existence-there are no 
members' meetings and no internal life. The Fascist 
law which established the monopoly of the corporations 
still authorised the de facto existence of other trade 
union organisations, but it deprived them of the chance 
of negotiating ''"ith employers and signing agreements 
on behalf of the \Yorkers, by suppressing the right to 
strike, and by establishing police control over members' 
lists. 1 t aimed at their complete elimination by prevent
ing them from developing their proper trade union activ
ity. Moreover, these legislative measures were coupled 
"·ith illegal measures customary to Fascism-arrests, 
confiscations, and ever-increasing ill-treatment and vio
lence against "·orkers. The members' lists of the trade 
unions (\dJich had to be given to the prefects) "·ere 
utilised hy the poliL'e and by employers for all manner 
of retaliations against "·orkers still be longing to the 
Ceneral Confederation of Labour. 

But Fascism \Yould not have succeeded in destroy
ing the Ceneral Confederation of Labour if it had not 
found "·ithin it executive agents, 'rho from inside sup
ported the Fascist policy of destroying the class trade 
union 1110\Tl11ent. 

Liquidators of the C.G.L. 

In the course of the last few \·ears the reformist 
leaders of the Ceneral Confederatioi~ of Labour 'rorked 
for the destrudion of this organisation from inside, while 
the Fascists did the same from outside. Their great be
trayal of January roth, H)~/. their going over to Fas
cism after 'rinding up the Ceneral Confederation of 
Labour, has only disL'),,,;ed all their treac'hery of the 
past years. During this period, the leaders of the 
C.C.L. did their utnw,;t tn help Fascism in its effort to 
demoralise and clestrn,· the class trade unions. 

TheY cncleavmnccl tn reduce the entire life of the 
Confede1:ation to a purely bureaucratic actiYity. The 
initiatiYe and the life of the basic organisations "·ere 
systematic·ally throttled. The Labour Hureaus (Camera 
del Ln·ornl in all the hi.L: tO\rns, 1rhere they \Yere under 
Com;nnni:-;t inflnenc'C, IHTe c1i,;,;oh·ec1 and replacecl by 
functionaries recommended b~· the C .C. L. executiye. 

The reformist leaders pre\·ented the re-entry of the 
masses into the trade union organisation at a time "·hen 
the 1rorking cla,;s 1ras cndeayouring to re-organise the 
trad<: u n iun mo,·cment, t !11:~· rai::;ed memhLT:;hip dul"s 
1rith the objed uf decreasing membership, they refused 
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to accept the trade unions reconstituted by the Com
munists, etc. 

They carried on a policy of disruption with regard 
to the revolutionary minority, expelling many Com
munist representatives of federations and Labour Bur
eaus. Thanks to the unitv tactics of the Communist 
Party, these provocations ":ere not allowed to lead to a 
split. But they kept away from the trade union organi
sation a considerable number of workers disgusted with 
the policy of the leaders. 

Policy of Surrender 

This policy, carried on for several years, was a con
scious and a clear policy of surrender. Reformist leaders 
1rith D' Aragona at their head had repeated pourparlers 
with leaders of Fascist corporations and with Mussolini 
himself, with the object of making the C.G.L. identify 
itself with Fascism. D' Aragona had to resign his post 
of Secretarv of the C.C.L. after publishing an inter
vie11· which ·was already a semi-betraval. Bruno, reform
ist secretan· of the Printers' Unio~, played the traitor 
quite openl~· by making his federation adhere to the cor
porations. 

""hen at the beginning of November, 1926 another 
"·~n·e of brutality and reaction s\vept through Italy and 
made an onslaught on the labour organisations, the 
C.G.L. \ras weakened by this treacherous policy carried 
on by the reformist leaders and supported and vindicated 
bY the -:\Iaximalist leaders. The Communist Partv alone 
c;rried on an energetic campaign against this c~wardly 
betrayal of the \Yorking class. 

A.t the beginning of ::\ovember, 1926, after the 
Bologna attempt on -:\Iussolini's life, proletarian ne\vs
papers and parties were suppressed and dissoh·ed, the 
seat of the C.C.L. 11·as raided and occupied by the Fas
cists, and the trade union organ "Battaglia Sindicale" 
'ras suppressed. 

But on ::\m·ember qth the police put the reformist 
leaders again in possession of the premises of the C.G.L. 
The "·orbng class, subjected to the most terrible repres
sion, cli,;persecl, beaten, depriYer1 of its organisations and 
its press, 1ras demoralised by the many arrests, deporta
tions, and de c;ertions abroad. The reformist leaders 
thought the moment propitious for the lirtuidation of the 
old cla,;s ,,rganisation and the deliYery of the working 
class to the Fasc·ist hangmen. Instead of making use 
of the restitntinn 11f the premises for the resumption of 
acti,·it,· the Ewc'ntiw of the C.G.L. decided on 1\ovem
ber, rti, 1C)21\ "to su,;pend all organi,;ational activity" 
and annnuncecl that as soon as possible it \Yould make 
decisions necessitated h~- conditions in Italy. 

Treache::-y and Desertion 

During the period the liquidatory tendency of the 
reformi,;t and -:\Iaximali,;t leaders di,·ided into two 
groups: liquidator,; through treachery and liquidators 
through tlt::;ertitm. 

(a) Treac·herous liquidators: the leaders of the 
C.C.L. 11lw had sLl\C'd in Ital~- prepared their great 
betrayal. \\"itlwut c"<lll~lllting the federations or those 
orga1~ised in them, the cxecutiYe council of the C.G.L. 
passed on J annan· ~th the follmring resolution: 

"In YiL'\1. "f the rc]'ort on the c't)JHlitions of the trade 
union organisations, on the local otl1c'es and the repre-
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sentative bodies and on the opinions expressed by the 
leaders and their trusted representatives; 

"Considering that the de facto organisation of trade 
unionism provided for under Article 12 of the law of 
April1rd, 1926, has proved useless under the other laws 
re police control of the trade unions, and that the dis
tribution of membership cards for 1927 is impossible ; 

"The Executive Council of the C.G.L. declares its 
functions at an end, and requests the executive com
mittee to proceed with the liquidation and settlement of 
the affairs of the General Confederation of Labour." 

This liquidation crowned their activities of several 
years. But a few days later their treachery was also to 
be crowned. In fact on January 16th those who thought 
they had liquidated the C.G.L. in the interests of re
pression discarded the mask and showed their true Judas 
face, sold to Fascism. Rigloa, Azimonti, Calada, 
Colombino, D' Aragona, Maglione and Reina, all of them 
bona fide reformists and members of the Second Inter
national, the last two members of the C.G.L. Executive, 
which they had just dissolved, signed a "theoretical" 
declaration by which they recognise in the Fascist law 
and State their erstwhile ideal and principles and "asso
ciate themselves" with the regime hv endeavouring to 
make the workers-demoralised hv Fascist reaction on 
the one hand and the dissolution ~f the C.G.L. on the 
other band-a party to their treachery. 

Reasons for Betrayal 

This treacherous document is interesting because 
the renegades do not deny their reformist principles ; 
on the contrary, they find in the anti-Marxist ideolog,\· 
of reformism reasons which determine their betraval. 
They take as their point of departure the theory widely 
spread among Social Democrats, of the State above class 
and arbiter of economic conflicts. Consequently, they 
say, the working class is "neither for nor against the 
State," but the time was hound to come when it would 
have to declare itself for or against : "against the bour
geois State if it considered necessary to ~hsorb in the 
trade unions the very functions of the State, for the 
State if, on the contrary, it decided to transfer to it 
those of the trade unions." The conclusions derived 
from this basis are alreadv evident : the Fascist State 
has incorporated the trade -unions. It has established a 
Ministrv of Corporations, there is a talk of the "trade 
union State" and other sillv talk intended to deliver the 
working class, deceived an·d betrayed, to capitalism for 
increased exploitation. This is enough to make the re
formist leaders express themselves in favour of the 
State. And vet there is no State in the world which 
has a more pronounced capitalist and anti-proletarian 
class character-class struggle character-than the Fas
cist State. 

Another reformist theorv is at the bottom of the 
treachery of D' Arag-ona and Co. : 

"Production is not the result of manual labour alone 
and there is consequently a community of interests be
tween the various socially useful factors of production ... 
The practical conclusion to be drawn from this fact is 
that one should recognise that there are limits to class 
defence for workers as well as for employers." 

This theory of a class solidarity which dominates 
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the class struggle and sets limits to it is at the bottom 
of the reformist practice of class collaboration and of its 
participation in the International Labour Office, just as 
the State as arbiter of the dasses is at the bottom of its 
col1aboration with the government. 

Thus D'Aragona and the deserters who are with 
him do not deny any part of their reformist theori-es, 
they merely apply them to the Italian situa,tion just as 
Vandervelde applies them to the Belgian situation. The 
bourgeoisie of all countries uses these theories for its 
own benefit and finds it an casv matter to make the 
Social Democratic Party an executive agent of its capital
ist policy. Mussolini did not pursue the same tactics, 
he l'Ombatted and persecuted Social Democracy as much 
as Communism, had Matteotti assassinated and destroyed 
the reformist press and organisations. But although he 
never solicited their services, the Social Democratic 
leaders derived from the very ideology of the Second In
ternational reasons for offering their services to Musso
lini, to Matteotti's assassin. 

"True to Our Principles" 

"\Ve should not he true to our principles if we were 
against the corporative State and the Labour Charter 
which the Fascist regime intends to establish. One has 
only to refer to our past decisions and plans to come to 
the conclusion that we are in dutv hound to contribute 
bv our action and our aiticism t~ the success of such 
e;.periments." 

Having declared that their treachery is the outcome 
of their entire ideology and their entire reformist past, 
thev shamelesslv offer their services : 

- "Even·one -knows and understands that there is in 
Italy a heritage of experience which could be utilised for 
the interests of a11. There are men who through many 
years of labour struggles have acquired a special capac
itv to understand social problems and to make them 
a~cessible. to the masses." 

Consequently they place their capacity to betray at 
the disposal of the exploiter and enslaver of the working 
class. 

It was worth while to draw atention to this document 
because it clearlv demonstrates that the treacherv of the 
old C.C.L. leaders is the consequence of thei~ Social 
Democratic theories. In fact, it does not differ from 
that practised h_v all the parties of the Second Interna
tional ; it is only more apparent and more cynical he
cause the Fascist State has disr:arded the hypocritical 
mask of democracy. 

Running A way 

(b) Treacherous deserters. Parallel to this liquida
tion through treachery, a group of reformist and Maxim
alist leaders have pursued the liquidation of the C.G.L. 
hv other means which, although less revolting, are more 
d~ngerous to the Italian labour mon~ment and more 
profitable to Fascism. Hnozzi, Sardell i, and a few other 
members of the C.C. L. Executive have fled abroad and 
have established in Pari.;; a Bureau of the Italian C.G.L. 
They do not want to liquidate the C.C.L., they intend 
to maintain its glorious traditions and its heroic past
in Paris. Thev at the same time assert that all organi
sation and wo~k should cease in ItalY. 

This group of former C.G.L. lead~rs published in a 



May 1, 1927 

The Qesurrection of Italian Trade Unionism-contd 

ma?tifesto of February, 1927, dated from Amsterdam, 
their programme of action, in agreement with the Am
sterdam International. \\'e will have to quote a few 
paragraphs of this manifesto in order to realise that this 
group is objectively collaborating in the liquidation of 
the Italian C.C.L. 

"The Executive of the Confederation has realised 
that by remaining in Italy, it encouraged the hideous 
Fascist farce, the pretence that trade union liberty exists 
in Italv; and therefore, it has removed abroad under the 
regis o-f the Amsterdam International. 

"The ( ~eneral Confederation of Labour has a name 
and a past to defend which are a symbol of the most 
glorious and purest traditions of the Italian proletariat. 
It is in duty bound to keep alive this sense of class, ow
ing to whid1 Italian \rorkers have fought and won so 
many magnificent hattles. Tt is also bound to intensify 
its propaganda in order to induce Italians to join the 
class organisations of the countries where they reside and 
receive adequate support, to make arrangements "·ith 
the industrial international organisations for giving an 
opportunity to the mwkers living in Italy to join them 
in a manner and form commensurate with existing con
ditions, to develop energetic propaganda for the principles 
and aspirations of the International Trade 1Tnion Fed
eration." 

G-rand an!l Pathetic 

This manifesto shows clearly that those members of 
the executin: \rho have deserted the struggle in Italy 
and have taken refuge in Paris intend to liquidate all 
organisational \mrk and all struggles in Italy, for the 
absurd reason of shmring to the \\·orld that there is no 
trade union liberty in Italy! :\s if this has not already 
been demonstrated, and ;s if it could help the ltalia;1 
\\·orkin!!: dass in its strng!!:le against Fascism! The 
Paris Bureau which is liquidating \H1rk in Italy invites 
Italian \\·orkers to join individually their trade union 
international. Thereby it renounces all idea of keeping 
up a connection "·ith the 1talian workers and of giving a 
kad to their strug~le, because these reformist and 
\Iaximalist leaders, in agreement with their party, be
lien· that aftn the failure of the .h·entino* it is im
nossihll' to \rork and stnlQ~le against Fasl·ism in Italy, 
~nd that the liberation of the Italian proletariat will he 
the work of emi!!:res or of French bayonets. This is on 
their part an abandonment of the struggle on the only 
field where it can and must he carried on. They desert 
the fight and liquidate, together \rith the others, the 
C .C. L. in J tah· for the sole benefit of Fascism, for to 
1ssert to the workers that it is impossible to struggle 
in Ttah· is tantamount to allowing l\I ussolini to exploit 
the proletariat to his heart's content and definitel.v to 
demolish its class organisations, is equivalent to demoral
isinQ the \mrking class in the face of the enemy and sow
ing defeatism at a time when the employers are carr.\·ing 
on an offensive against, \\·orkers' wages artd standard 
of living. 

Bouzzi, of course, wraps up his treacher:-\ in grand 
eloquent pathos with respect to the past and the tradi
tions of the C.C.L. which he wants to preserve in Paris 

* The bourgeois Liberal and semi-Roeialist parties, swept 
aside h~· Faseism, who met on the AvPntine Hill in Ronw. 
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as one preserves museum articles in spirit. He smothers 
in flowers the grave of C.CJ.,. which he himself has dug. 

The traditions and the past of the C.(~. L. cannot be 
preserved in Paris. Italy is the place to preserve these 
traditions, not in a museum, hut hy the struggle and 
trade union organisation of the Italian proletariat, in 
spite of and against Fascist reaction. 

The Amsterdam and the Second Internationals have 
hastened to provide Bouzzi with the diploma of the anti
quarian. On February 27th, at a joint meeting of the 
two reformist internationals, the,· declared the Paris 
Bureau to he the "accredited repr-esentative of the Ital
ian working class." 

They counted "·ithout their host, i.e., the Italian 
working class, which does not want liquidation ;\ 1a 
Bouzzi or of any other kind. 

The Reconstruction of the C.G.L. 

The terrorist \rave of ?\ovember, 1926, dealt a 
severe him,· to the Italian Communist Party. Its entire 
parliamentary fraction was arrested and deported, its 
hest forces \rere imprisoned and its legal apparatus des
troyecl. Hut the Party \vas prepat·ecl to resist the fiercest 
attacks. In spite of repression it stuck to its post as 
leaders of the Italian \mrking dass. \\'hile l\Iaximalists 
and reformists \\·ere at last realising the failure of their 
democratic and pariiamentary illusions and were taking 
refuge abroad, leaving the Italian proletariat to the ten
der mercies of Fascist hands and to increased exploita
tion hy the employers, our Party alone held high the 
banner of \mrkinl.!" class slrtt!!:gle and issued to the Ital
ian masses a rallying call for the continuation of the 
class struggle. It repaired rapidly the breaches made 
in its organisation and thre\\· do\\·n its chalkn~e tn 
:\Iussolini. "L'tTnitii," the ottil·ial organ of the Party, 
\\·as published illegally in more than 10 cities, "·ith a 
circulation of 2~,ono -the same as in its legal cla_\·s. 
Party and Y .C. L. factory ne\\·spapers came into exist
ettce in all directions, much to the fury of the Fao.;cist 
police and their chief, :\lussolini. 

In spite of repn·ssion, of contisl·ations in the fac
tories, of mass arrests of \\·orkers, the "t'nitii" is in
creasing its l·irculation and can hardly l'<l]lC with the re
quirements of the factPries. 

The Party's Wor~{ 

Our Party could not be a disinterested spectator of 
the destrnctio;l of the trade union mm·ement. The re
presentatives of the three industrial federations under 
Communist leadership (wnodworkers, restaurant and 
hotel workers and clerks in private enterprises) ap
pealed in :\ovemher and December, time after time to 
the Executi,·e of the C.C.L. to resume its activity. :\s 
soo•1 as the decision to surrender hel':111le known, the 
Communist Part\' issued a call to the working dass pro
testing ag-ainst the treachery of the l'.C.L. leaders, and 
invitina the working das!'; to reonranise the trade union 
movem~nt: no trade union should consider itself dis
solved. The C.(~.L. remains! Let us all re-enter the 
C .C. L. ; let us reorganise it on a factory basis! Long 
live the C.C.L. restored to the workers and to the pro
letarian revolution ! 

But an appeal to the masses is not enough. One 
had to regroup the dispersed forces and reorganise the 
entire apparatus of the trade union mm·ement. The 
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three federations took the initiative in the convocation 
of a conference of all organisations adhering to the 
C.G.L., which it was possible to bring together. 

This conference was held in Milan on February 20, 

and proved to be an unexpected success. Thirty or so 
reformist, Maximalist and Communist participants, all 
of them active trade unionists, represented the chief 
Italian trade union organisations : ten industrial feder
ations including metal, textile and woodworkers as well 
as builders. The hairdressers, who were not repre
sented, sent in their application for affiliation. This 
conference, which vYas also attended by a former reform
ist assistant secretary of the C.G.L., expressed the de
termination of the labour organisations to resume in 
Italy the work of organisation and the class struggle 
which the C.G.L. leaders had either betrayed or deserted. 
It was an imposing demonstration of the ,proletarian 
united front against the capitalist and Fascist offensive. 

Recent events in Italy had awakened a new spirit 
in the mass of the workers. The failure of reformism 
and Maximalism is so complete that there is no more 
room for democratic and pacifist illusions in the work
ing class. In Italy one must choose between Fascist 
dictatorship and revolutionary struggle, illegal organisa
tion for the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

The Choice 

Bewildered reformists and Maximalists either go 
over to Fascism and " identify themselves" with the 
existing regime, as for instance the D' Aragona group, or 
recognise that the Communist Party was right and accept 
its leadership in the anti-Fascist struggle or again-if 
thev are not vet cured of their illusions-betake them
sel~es to Fra~ce to dream there of democracy and paci
fism, for in Italy the dream is a nightmare. 

The Milan conference was an illustration of the 
state of mind of these active reformists and Maximalists 
who had remained in Italy, attached to their class or
ganisations, which recognised the correctness of Com
munist tactics. 

The former C.G.L. secretary, a reformist most hos
tile to the Communists, made a statement which it is 
worth while reproducing because it expresses a state of 
mind which is becoming very general in Italy. 

Addressing the Communists he says : 
"I have come to-dav to this conference in order to 

tell you this : You know- that I have always been among 
the most tenacious opponents of your organisation's as
cendancy in the C.G.L. I always thought-and this 
was an illusion-that a clear separation between Social 
Democrats and Communists could have secured personal 
and trade union liberty at least to the Social Democrats, 
enabling them to continue their activity in defence of the 
working class in a sphere of relative freedom. I reiter
ate this was an illusion. But disillusion is alwavs the 
result of abortive experiments. To-day I am a:mo~g the 
Social Democratic workers who, compelled to choose be
tweeif two dictatorships, prefer and choose the dictator
ship of the proletariat. Therefore, I declare: I am en
tirely for Communism, which I knew formerly at least 
in theory, but which I had to COJ?-bat as an organisation 
because I happened to be on the opposite bank. To-day 
this state of affairs no longer exists and what I am say-

129 May 1, 1927 

mg now I am saying also to my Social Democratic 
friends. Vie must do our utmost to help Communism 
to gain the sympathy of the masses, considering that we 
have to reckon with a dictatorship (disguised by consti
tutional forms which reaction also violates) we must 
do our utmost to enable the Communist Party, which 
is spiritually and technically the best prepared Party for 
the struggle against bourgeois dictatorship to rally all 
the labour forces. 

A VVorker Speaks 

" I put it to our friends that my mentality and 
habits are such that I would not make a revolution. But 
if revolution breaks out to-morrow I will place myself 
loyally at the disposal of the dictatorship of the prole
tariat, and I think that many Social Democrats of good 
faith will reason just as I do. 

"As to practical organisation, I would like to say 
that as soon as I read the famous document of my friends 
I put it down not as a political but as a cowardly act, and 
·also that when I met comrades or ex-comrades in the 
street I expressed to them my wish for a resumption of 
work. I said to myself: in spite of extremely difficult 
conditions it seems impossible to me that there should 
not be at least 100 workers throughout Italy capable of 
proclaiming the reconstruction of the General Confed
eration of Labour. 

"This has been accomplished, and that is so much 
to the good. I am also quite willing-because of our 
impotence and our unpreparedness in the face of the 
Fascist dictatorship-to see the C.G.L. led by men who 
can secure considerable support from those who are op
posed to capitalist rule and who can one day cause seri
ous trouble to the bourgeois and Fascist dictatorship. 
That is wh~· also, from any point of view, but particularly 
remembering an armed organised State force which 
struggles for the freedom and liberty of the people, and 
essentially for the liberation of the proletariat and has 
also technical and financial means at its disposal, I say 
that the C.G.L. of Italy should be at the present junc
ture only in the hands of men in touch with well-dis
ciplined and organised proletarian forces. 

Amsterdam Must Reply 

"Amsterdam will have to be given to understand in 
a very clear manner that now is not the time to pay too 
much attention to the label. 'Kow is the time to have 
at the head of affairs men who have means at their dis
posal and at the same time the specific intellectual capa
city for carrying on this struggle. It is essential to give 
them freedom of ~ction, for it is onlv thus that they will 
be able to keep up international relations between. Italv 
and all the proletariats of Europe." · 

\Ve would like to add to this rather characteristic 
statement by a former reformist secretarv the statement 
of a Maxim~list delegate representing th~ Milan Labour 
Bureau, who after giving information on the state of 
trade unions in Milan declared : 

"\Vhen mv friends had decided to send me hete 
the,· told me: .do not accept everything without reser
vations l But I am throwing reservations to the wind
my friends are intellectuals and I am a working man, 
I will do ·what seems to me best and I wilt follow my 
consctence. . . . As to the problem of the centre of th-e 
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Italian C.G.L. I think that Amsterdam will have to 
recognise what has been done in Italy, and that is all. 
The place for the centre is here and nowhere else. I 
would like to say in conclusion that provided one sets to 
work in good earnest a great many useful things can 
be achieved. The workers expect this." 

These quotations taken from the shorthand notes of 
the conferences show that our Party is reaping the fruit 
of the patient and hard labour of recent years. \Vhen 
times are difficult and the workers see themselves be
traved and deserted thev rallv around our Partv and 
entrust it with the re~rgani~ation of their old- class 
struggle organisation. 

The workers' united front is coming into being for 
revolutionary action, for there is nothing but it in Italy 
if one does not intend to betray or desert. 

Against the Traitors 
Thus the conference decided against the traitors that 

the C.C.L. li,·es and continues its activity, against the 
deserters that it intends to lin· its own life and not the 
life which still lingers in the mcnwry of Bum:zi, that it 
lives, works and struggles in Italy and that Italy alone 
can be the seat of its executive. It has, therefore, ap
pointed a pnwisional executive; it has taken a series of 
organisational measures in order to do away with the 
bureaucratic regime which the deserters had imposed on 
the C.G.L. (lower membership dues, re-establishment of 
internal democracy, of Labour Bureaus, of ekdion of 
leading organs at members' meetings, organisation on a 
factory basis, illegal publication of the C.C.L. organ 
"Battaglia Syndicale," etc.) . 

The conference issued a manifesto informing the pro
letariat of the decision to reconstitute the C.C~. L. and 
im·iting workers to re-enter their trade unions. 

Finalh· the conference ckcided to communicate 
these decis·i~ns to the Amsterdam International, to which 
the reconstituted C.f~.L. remains affiliated, and to re
quest it to ckcbre null and yoi<l the dissolution decision 
made h_,. the old executin·, to recognise the necessity of 
transferring the leading centre of the Confederation hack 
to Italy, and to organise in agreement with the pro
visional committee appointed hy the c,mference a Nation-
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al Congress of the C.G.L., which will consider all the 
problems of the Italian Labour movement and elect a 
definite executive. 

Thereby the Amsterdam International is faced with 
a new fact." The Italian C.G.L. is alive in Italy and 
claims its rig-hts as a section of the Amsterdam Inter
national. Amsterdam will have to choose between the 
executive appointed in ~Iilan by the Italian workers, who 
are struggling against Fas\.·ism and the Italian employers, 
and the group of emigres in France which claims to be 
the Italian C.n.L. and to speak on its behalf. 

Prospects 

\\"hate\"er he the reply of .·\msterdam and the reply 
of the antiquaries of Paris, the reorganisation of the 
C.C.L. "·ill pnK·eed, hel.'ause this is willed by the mass 
of the Italian workers. The C.C.L. cannot be liquidated 
or dissolved hy anyhody; it belongs to the Italian prole
tariat which needs its class organisatimis to carry on an 
every-day struggle against the employers and Fascism. 
The del.'isions of the conference of Februarv 20 had a 
strong repercussion in the ranks of the Italian working 
dass, het·anse the economil' situation of the conntrv and 
the ,·apitalist offensi,·e against wages are dri,·ing the Ital
ian proletariat to resistance. t :nemployment is growing 
in all the industries which do not work directly for anua
ments -the textile and metal industri('S work only part 
of the week. F\·erywhere employers· are endeavouring 
to reduce wagt~s. the r(•cluctions amounting to 20 to so 
per cent. Th\.· cost of living and rt•nt arc increasing. 
The masses are faced with destitution. 

That is \\'hy in spit'· of thL· n·nL·wed attat·ks of re
action the working class is enH.·rging from the state of 
depression into which it \\·as plunged during manv 
months of H)26. Towards, the end of H).:?O and in th.e 
first months of H).!/ mtmernus demonstrations have 
shown that an awakl'ning is gning on in the ranks of the 
1rorking dass. Spontaneous strikes are hn·aking out 
against 1ra.\.!l" re<lndions, against the deductions malic 
from wages for the "Lictors' " Loan. Dissatisfaction 
and resistance make themseh·es felt L"\Trndtere in Turin, 
Trieste, Crenton:l, Isola, :\leg-nagnn, i~1 the metal and 
textile industries, in f:tdories which nnl.\· emplo~· m1men 
II"!. )rkers. Open-air demon strat io11 s, women's demonstra
tions, han· taken place in Rnme and Xapks to protest 
against n·nt increase. These strike." and demonstra
tions sl!m1· that the fighting spirit is re,-i,·ing among the 
masses. 

Thus the trade union reorganisation is taking place 
in a particularly fanmrahle pt'riod, when the fighting 
spirit nf the working class is growing, when the work
ing dass is looking for support and a lead. The task of 
the reconstructed C.C.L. is to reorganise its fort'es by 
struggling, by leading the e\·eryday struggles of the 
working class, hy making it again confident in its own 
strength. This is certain}~· an arduous and perilous 
task. Hut under the leadership of its Communist Partv 
the Italian proletariat is well able to carrv this task to 
the point of proletarian victory. The ill~sions of par
liamentary democracy are dead and buried, the prole
tariat understands that the re\'olutionary path alone will 
lead to its liberation. In reconstructing the C.G.L., it 
knows that it must depend entirely on itself, on its or
ganisation, on its class solidaritv and on its revolutionarv 
strength. · · 
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A New Stage of the Victorious Revolution 
A. Martynov 

M ARCH 21st will be an historic date. The taking 
of Shanghai is of the utmost importance to the 
Chinese revolution, not only because Shanghai is 

the key to the fertile valley of the great Yangtse river, 
but because it is a town with two million inhabitants, 
which has sprung up with American rapidity, because 
it is one of the biggest ports of the world, having 45o,ooo 
workers, 250 modern factories and 20 big international 
hanks. The taking of Shanghai is not only important 
because it provides the revolution with a sounder finan
cial basis ; the most important thing by far is that Shang
hai was taken by the proletariat itself. The proletariat 
in revolt fought in the streets, disarmed the police, the 
gendarmerie and the demoralised remnants of the Shan
tung army, re~ardless of the guns of the imperialist 
:fleets. 

Four mighty flaps of its wings and the young Chin
ese proletariat has soared to an enormous height ; the 
Hong Kong workers' strike strengthened the revolution
ary go,·ernment in Canton ; the Shanghai strike of 1925 
invested the revolution with national importance and 
made possible the victorious Northern expedition of the 
Canton army ; the seizure of the Hankow concessions by 
the workers was the first blow dealt to British imperial
ism; and finally, with another flap of its "·ings, the pro
letariat takes Shanghai under the very noses of the allied 
fleets of world imperialism. 

The taking of Sh:mghai caused the hearts of millions 
of workers throughout the world to beat more quickly, 
filled them \Yith gladness and pride. This is one of the 
biggest episodes not onl_,. of the Chinese but of the world 
proletarian revolution. 

But it would be certainly an illusion to imagine that 
the most difficult part of the Chinese revolution has al
ready been left b~hind and that henceforth eYerything 
will be all right. 

Class Antagonisms 

The Seventh Extended Executive of the Communist 
International pointed out that class antagonisms in 
China are becoming more acute, that "the Chinese re
volution is on the threshold of the third stage, on the 
eve of another regrouping of classes, that at this stage 
the driving force is an alliance of a still more revolu
tionary character, the alliance of the proletariat, the 
peasantry, and the urban petty bourgeoisie, most of the 
capitalist big bourgeoisie having been eliminated," that 
at this stage it wiil he necessary "to give prominence 
in the programme of the nationalist movement to the 
question of the agrarian revolution" and to satisfv the 
"·orkers' demands. Xow, after the taking of Sha~ghai, 
this question will become even more acute. It is quite 
possible that ''"hile \Ye are writing these lines, Nanking 
too has fallen. Thus, the revolutionary army is getting 
nearer and nearer to its strongest internal enemy, to 
Chang Tso Lin's army. Serious battles are in store, 
much more sanguinary than the battles with Sun Chuan 
Fang's and Chang Chung Chang's army. 

But the workers and peasants who will have to shed 

their blood in these battles will not be satisfied while 
the promises made by the Kuomintang in its programme 
declarations are not yet fulfilled, while in the provinces 
power is still in the hands of the Right elements who 
sabotage the fulfilment of the workers' and peasants' 
demands, while Right Kuomintangers go scot free, their 
heads aloft, while the armed gangs of the big landowners 
still play havoc in the villages, while taxes and rent are 
still as high as before, while workers' wages are still 
miserable pittances, while the workers' right to strike 
is still interfered with, etc. Fulfilment of the workers' 
and peasants' demands is for the national government a 
task which does not brook delav, for without it the power 
of the national government i~ the enormous territory 
occupied by it cannot he consolidated. It is not difficult 
to foresee that as soon as a serious attempt is made to 
fulfil these demands the hig capitalist bourgeoisie will 
begin to turn its back on the revolution and will endeav
our to come to an agreement with imperialism. 

Antagonism with Imperialism 

But the taking of Shanghai does not only mean 
greater acuteness of internal class differences, it also 
means greater acuteness of the antagonisms with world 
imperialism. It is rather significant that at the time 
of the seizure of power by the Shanghai proletariat, 
barbed wire entanglements were put up between the In
ternational Settlement and the Chinese part of the town, 
and that the sailors of all the imperialist squadrons, 
first of ·all British sailors, were got ready' for battle. 
The Chinese revolution cannot he victorious unless it 
frees the Chinese people from the yoke of world im
perialism. 

·world imperialism brought capitalism into China, 
\Yhich revolutionised social conditions in that country. 
But as the resolution of the Second Congress of the 
Comintem correctly points out, this same "foreign 
capitalism forced upon the Eastern peoples certainly im
peded their social and economic development, deprived 
them of the chance of reaching the European and Ameri
can standard, owing to the imperialist policy which aims 
at retardin~ the industrial development of the colonies." 
Imperialism has its own dialectics. Thanks to it enor
mous factories sprang up rapidly in various parts of 
China. They were built according to the dictates of 
modern technique, but owing to imperialism these mighty 
shoots of capitalism are only exceptions in the enormous 
territory of the Chinese State, where as is correctlv 
pointed. out by the same resolution of the Second Co~
intem Congress, "a pre-capitalist order still exists." 
The secret of this seeming contradiction is that capital
ism, enforced in China, turns its back on China and its 
face to the imperialist robbers. 

If the young, national, big industry is to develop 
in China and is to he able to contend with its povYerful 
capitalist competitors, it must have State support. But 
on Chinese territory support is given, not to the weak 
Chinese industry against the powerful foreign industry, 
but vice versa. The various parts of China are separated 
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from one another by innumerable Custom Houses. In 
these internal Custom Houses custom dues (likins) are 
exacted several times on the goods taken through by the 
Chinese merchants, whereas foreign goods are dutv free. 

In home trade the capitalist State protects- itself 
against foreign competition by levying high import 
duties, whereas China is onlv allowed to levv the low 
duty of five per cent. on imported articles, ibout four 
per cent. of ·which goes to cover foreign debts and to 
pay Boxer Rising contributions. 

Railways are in the hands of foreign capitalists ; 
they were not built to serve the interests of Chinese in
dustry, but the interests of one or other of the imperial
ist robbers who have in China their special "spheres of 
influence." Moreover, during the last ten years, with 
the establishment of the "Ne"· Banking Concern" rail
way construction has ceased entirely, and the network 
of railways in such an enormous countrv as China is onlv 
12,000 kilometres long-a considerably smaller network 
than even in India. In spite of the limited mineral 
wealth of China, coal, iron ore, iron and steel are ex
ported and manufactured articles are imported, with the 
result that the Chinese home industries are ruined. 

Starving China 

The table "·e give below shows· that whereas the 
import of coal to China is not growing, its export is 
growing from year to year. 

Import and export of coal in thousand tons : 

1920 1921 1922 1923 1924 
Import 1,338 1,:;61 1,151 1,366 1,610 
Export 1,970 1,886 2,377 3,108 3,202 
We get a still more vivid picture with respect to 

the import and export of iron ore: 

Import and export of iron ore in tons : 
1919 1920 1921 1922 1923 1924 

Import 3i,152 20,102 5,992 1,366 3,08-1 1.5i5 
Export 640,159 682,660 514,888 671,220 727,683 S46,833 

\\" e can see that enormous quantities of iron ore are 
exported from China, \Yith dire results for any possible 
industrialisation of the countrY. At the same time China 
is flooded with cheap foreign ~anufactured articles, "·hich 
get there almost duty free to the detriment of the Chin
ese home industry. Between 1912 and rgrs the number 
of workers employed in Chinese home industry decreased 
from ten to eight million, and production in thousands 
of roubles fe II from 4,067 ,ooo to 995 ,ooo. 

The imperialist robbers haYe established themseh·es 
in China as a State within the State, in the form of 
"settlements" and "concessions" where foreigners have 
extra-territorial rights and enjoy all kinds of privileges, 
whereas the Chinese there haYe no rights whatever. The 
victorious Chinese proletariat has taken Shanghai. But 
one should bear in mind that it has only taken possession 
of the Chinese part of Shanghai, that the wealthiest in
dustrial part of Shanghai, where oyer a million Chin
ese live and where all the factories and \Yorks are, 
is on the territory of the foreign settlement, guarded 
by the guns of the foreign Dreadnoughts and cruisers, 
and that onlv recentlv one could see in the park of this 
foreign settl~ment th"e humiliating notice: "Dogs and 
Chinese not admitted." 
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The Chinese revolution would be a half-baked revo
lution if it did not emancipate China, if it did not free 
it entirely from the yoke of international imperialism. 
International imperialism has become the greatest ob
stacle in the way of the economic re-birth of China, not 
only from the viewpoint of our conception of non-capital
ist development, but even from the viewpoint of its 
capitalist development, which is the aim of the Chinese 
bourgeoisie. That is why the Chinese industrial bour
geoisie, in spite of its dread of the growing workers' and 
peasant movement, has not yet dissociated itself from 
the anti-imperialist front, but is merely endeavouring to 
sabotage in every possible way the realisation of the 
workers' and peasants' demands. But the imperialist 
yoke cannot be shaken off without heroic struggles and 
enormous sacrifices on the part of the Chinese proletariat, 
the Chinese peasantry, and the Chinese urban petty 
bourgeoisie ; these again cannot be thought of unless the 
sabotage of the Chinese industrial bourgeoisie is frus
trated. Therefore direct struggle against the forces of 
international imperialism is bound to make more acute 
the already very sharp internal class anta.gonisms of 
China, and this direct struggle is not far distant. 

They Find Unity Hard 

Hitherto, internal differences between the imperial
ist powers placed difficulties in the \Yay of open interven
tion in China (disguised intervention \Yas and is carried 
on by them all the time). British imperialism wa? the 
most aggressiYe for the simple reason that it is being 
gradually ousted from its economic positions in China 
bv the United States of A.merica, Japan and eYen Ger
n:ianv. Here is an illustration: bet\Yeen 1914 and 1924 
the import of machinery from ~reat Britain to China 
decreased from 46 to 26 per cent., whereas the import 
of machinen· bv the United States increased from 8 to 
20.7 per ceJ{t., ·that of Japan from 10-4 to rf; per cent., 
and that of Cermanv from n to 18 per cent. Unlike 
Creat Britain, Japa~ is not openly rattling the S\Yord 
against the Canton ~0\·ernment, because it has already 
occupied ,;tronger economi~· positions in China than 
~reat Britain-part of the raih,·ays, of the textile indus
try and of hea\'_\' industry, exporting from China coal 
and iron "·hich it lacks-~and because it has taken a firm 
footing in :.Ianchuria, a prO\·ince \Yhich, apart from 
everything else, is of considerable strategical importance 
to it. That is \Yhy-whilst ,g·iving secretly energetic 
support to Chang Tso Lin-it "·ould in the last re
source probably consent to relinquish legal pri,·ileges in 
China and \YOuld come to an agreement \Yith the national 
government, on condition that the revolutionar_\· army 
does not cross the ::\Ianchurian frontier, and that the 
national gO\·ernment keeps its hands off Japanese enter
prises in China. 

As to the Pnited States, it is more liberal. Not 
having any important concessions, nor its own terri
torial "sphere of interests" in China, the United States 
set against the principle of " spheres of influence" and 
" spheres of interest" the principle of the "open door," 
hoping that by keeping to this principle it will succeed 
in the economic subjection of China by means of peaceful 
economic permeation, haYing previously got rid of the 
other rivals. But liberated China can on no account 
become reconciled either to the openly predatonr methods 
of British imperialism or to the principle of ''the open 
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door," a principle which would cripple Chinese industry 
and would preclude its development in the face of the 
permeation of China by powerful foreign capital. 

Stern Leadership 

The Chinese revolutionary government 1s confronted 
with extremely difficult tasks. To solve them there 
must be stern leadership of the Chinese revolution. Ac
cording to the declaration of the Seventh Plenum of the 
E.C.C.I., it is essential that the "driving force of the 
revolution should be an alliance of a still more revolu
tionary character" and that "at this stage of the strug
gle, the proletariat should take over leadership and con
trol." The resolution of the Seventh Plenum of the 
E.C.C.T. went on to sav that to achieve this aim the 
Communist Party has to place the Kuomintang on a 
more revolutionary basisb y developing the workers' and 
peasants' movement and by relying on this movement, 
that it has to participate in the government and to streng
then its position in the army, doing its utmost to secure 
there some of the leading posts. The programme of 
action laid down by the Seventh Plenum of the E.C.C.I. 
is already being carried out. Some people of little faith 
had their doubts; those who sheltered behind left phrase
ology, said that the Kuomintang is already a "living 
corpse," that to imbue the national government with 
new revolutionary energy is a hopeless task, consider
ing that it is a "capitalist government" of "bourgeois 
dictatorship." Although ultra-Left elements and people 
of little faith do not always say so openly, they would 
like Communists to get out of the Kuomintang, so that 
not being part of the government, they could prepare its 
overthrow. As the Chinese Communists are well aware 
that this would only unite the petty bourgeoisie with 
the big bourgeoisie into an alliance against the prole
tariat, that this would only lead to the wiping out of 
the revolution, they have chosen another path, the path 
laid own by the Seventh Plenum of the E.C.C.I. This 
path leads to the capture of strong positions !n the Kuo
mintang as well as in the government. 

A Series of Victories 

We see that in a month the Chinese Communist 
Party has won a series of political victories with res
pect to the development of an organised workers' and 
peasants' movement, the consolidation of the Left wing 
of the Kuomintang on this basis, the frustration of the 
dictatorial ways of the generals, their subordination to 
the Kuomintang Party and the capture of positions in 
the government by the Communists. 

We notice that a conference was held in Nanchang 
between February 2oth and February 22nd by the peas
ants of the Shensi province whic4 decided to affiliate 
to the Peasants' International, to confiscate the property 
of counter-revolutionaries, to disarm big landowners, to 
arm the peasants and to help the national government in 
the struggle with imperialism. It is very significant 
that the Commander-in-Chief, Chiang Kai Shek, con
sidered it necessary to welcome this conference. We 
notice that soon after this a peasant conference was 
opened on March 4th in Wuchang, in Hupeh province, 
which was attended by r6o delegates representing 
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Soo,ooo peasants, that a workers' and peasants' demon
stration, 2oo,ooo strong, was held in honour of this con
ference, that this conference, too, was welcomed by re
presentatives of the government and of the national army 
and that it made the same decisions as the Nanchang con
ference. 

Vve also notice that there was a dispute between the 
Kuomintang and the General Staff in regard to the seat 
of the government: whether it should be in Nanchang 
where the General Staff is, or in Hankow-a dispute 
which shows that there is serious disagreement on the 
question of whether the government is to be subordinate 
to the General Staff or the latter subordinate to the 
government and to the Kuomintang Party. 

A Dispute Settled 

We notice that the dispute was soon settled in fav
our of the Kuomintang Party-the government remains 
in Hankow and Chiang Kai Shek issued a declaration to 
the effect that the national army is to be under the con
trol of the Party, a declaration in which he consents to 
the· abolition of government by one person and to its 
substitution by a representative government. He also 
recognises that the individual actions of Kuomintang 
members should not deviate from the policy of the Party 
and says that the leader of the Left Wing, Wong Chin 
Wei, ought to return immediately to China to resume 
his duties. At the same time representatives of the Left 
wing of the Kuomintang enter the government, including 
the Communists; Tang Ping Tschan, who gets the Min
istry of Agriculture and Hsiu Chiao Tschan, once the 
chairman of the Hong Kong strike committee, who gets 
the Ministry of Labour. 

Finally, after the Shanghai rising, the workers, who 
not so long ago were not allowed by the Kuomintang 
government to organise armed demonstrations, seized 
arms. Not only rifles but also machine guns, hand
grenades, etc. and retained power in the Chinese part of 
the town even after its occupation by the rst Division 
of the National Revolutionary Army. Taking advant
age of this power, the workers established a government 
of the town of Shanghai, which is composed of several 
Communists and several workers as well as of represen
tatives of the Chamber of Commerce, of the union of 
street merchants, of students and of intellectuals. We 
witness Communists and workers becoming the leaders 
of the revolution without infringing the united front with 
the petty bourgeoisie and the peasantry. 

The Chinese revolution is on the right path, but 
there are still many difficulties in store for it which it 
will not be able to overcome unless the international 
proletariat mobilises all its forces in support of it. The 
imperialist exploiters· are bound to do their utmost, if 
not by their own efforts, then with the help of the north
ern Chinese militarists, to drown the Chinese revolution 
in blood, or to disrupt and disorganise the ranks of the 
Chinese revolutionaries. 

Proletarians of all countries must be on the alert, 
they must watch over the movements of our class ene
mies and of their Social Democratic lackeys in order to 
prevent them making an attack on the Chinese revolu
tion, which is at the present moment one of the most 
important links of the world proletarian revolution ! 



May 1, 1927 

Standing on His Head 
"DEB, KAMPF" (Social Democratic Monthly, Vienna, No. 

1-2, 1927). 

I N the February number we have once more one of Renner's 
outpourings on "Economic Democracy." Renner seems to 
he afflicted with a specific disease---lawyer's cretinism. 
We will discuss his article later in full detail in con

nection with his artic-le in the Januai·y number of "Gessel
schaft." Here we want to present to our readers a highly 
interesting article by Dan : "Geist und Gesicht des Bol
schewismus" (Spirit and Aspect of Bolshevism) taken from 
the February number. 

We know, of comse, that the subject "Geist des Bol
schewismus" does not g-ive Dan any peace. On every occa
sion all the spirit which Dan has at his disposal is expended 
t0 present the poor "spirit of Bolshevism" in as bad a light 
as possible. Dan gives us now the following information : "The 
problem of the Russian revolution is of enormous importance, 
not only to the pt·esent Labour movement hut also to the 
whole world, in as much as a fact of enormous world his
torical importance-the awakening of the backward East
i~ closelv connected with the trend of the development of 
this rev~lution." A very promising hcginning, as we can 
see, and we are ea.ger to know what will come next. Well, 
next eomes this: Dan's artiele was inspired by a book by 
Rem\ Fiillop Miller, published in Germany, "Geist und 
Gesicht des Bolsehewismus," a description and criticism of 
cultural life in Soviet Russia, with full illustrations. After 
himself aeknowledging without any reservation the enormous 
imp01-tance of the l~ussian Hevolution, Dan culls from this 
hook information about the spirit of Bolshevism. 

Let us hear what Dan can tell about the method and 
the suhstanee of the book. How is the problem of the "Spirit 
of Bolshevism" to he appt·oaehed if fully beneficial results 
are to he obtained I If one he a Marxist, or in other words, 
if one has command over the only scientific method for the 
investigation of social life, one approaches first and foremost 
the social and economic bn.sis-aml onl~- a deep study of the 
social economic nature of Roviet Hussi1t makes it possible 
to decipher correctly the spiritual super-structure. 

Understood, but Forgotten 

This is understood by Dan; to he more precise, this 
should he undet·stood by him, for he says so expressly, hut 
says it only to forget immediately all about it. For you 
must understand, the valuable descriptions of the "Bolshe
vik sptrit" whieh HeiT Miller gives him are of an utterly 
different nature. Herr Millei' does not care a damn for the 
social-political and economic side of it-his subject is, as Dan 
says, merely the "spit·it," the "psychology," the "ideology," 
etc. Hitherto we have heen accustomed to look upon such 
"perfot·mances'; simply as "castles in the air," as an idle 
game. But Dan is indined to be lenient with Herr Miller. 
This is what he has to say about Miller's preposterous un
scientific method : "Fiillop Miller has approached the prob
lem ft·om a very original standpoint" ; and certainly it is very 
original to find an inane viewpoint "originn.l." But Dan's 
wise m:tgnanimity has very good reasons. 

l>an aJmits it himself and -inn.kes it clear to every one, 
through examples ft·om the hook itself, that this Millet· who 
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reels out rank nonsense about the conditions, the character 
of the Par.ty, etc., in Soviet Hussia and in pre-war Russia in 
general, gtves evidence of an astounding ignorance and lack 
of knowledge concerning the conditions and the language of 
the countt-y which he has studied; but still he is to provide 
D~tn with useful mat.P.rial against Bolshevism. Therefore 
Dan wants to invalidate eventual attacks-he quotes a num~ 
her of. Herr Miller idiotisms and forgives them most gener
ously m order to he. able to use with impunity the arguments 
of his witness. Herr Miller knows, for instance, that the 
"Trudoviki" eonceived Socialism in a religious spirit and 
endeavoured to express this in their life and actions. This 
is, of course, rank nonsense, as Dan admits . 

. For instance, Herr Miller wants to establish a direct 
connection between Russian religious sectarianism and 
Bolshevism, to convert the Bolsheviks into successors 
of the Skoptzy sect ; this is, of course, even more 
nonsensical than the previous assertion, and Dan is com
pelled to admit i"t. Dan gives a whole series of quotations 
which are a eonvincing proof that Herr Miller is one of the 
most superficial, most stupid and ignorant of the many stupid 
superficial. and ignorant scribes who have dared to attempt 
to cope wtth the mighty subject of the Russian Revolution 
and the Bolshevism of Soviet Russia. 

Dan says with a sigh : "The merit of the work is cer
tainly not the criticism it contains, but the presentation of 
things." But he is immediately obliged to add : "But even 
the presentation of things is not always equal in value." 
He goes on to say: "Some chapters and the whole of Part 
III. show clearly that the author has only a very superficial 
knowledge of the subject." It really comes to this : not only 
is Miller's "criticism" worthless, even his "presentation of 
things" is not up to mueh. What then is left over for Dan 1 
He a.ssert~ that Miller has the gift "of seeing everything 
that ts gomg on and of representmg events in a clear and 
popular literary form." The literary form does not concern 
us; let Dan enjoy it. We merely ask the meaning of "seeing 
everything that is going on." Does it perhaps means seeing 
psychologically 1 If so, there should be a corresponding men
tal process and "understanding." But it comes to light that 
by s!=leing, Dan means in real earnest, simply physical seeing. 
What puts him into ecstacies 1 The illustrations in Herr 
Miller's book. Thus a good photographic apparatus, a Kodak 
or somethinp; of the kind, good paper and a good publisher, 
such are Hen Miller's achievements up till now! 

Has He Got Eyes? 
Thus equipped he tackles the "Bolshevik spirit," to pro

vide weapons for the Menshevik knights. But our readers 
should not run away with the idea that Miller sees even 
physical ohjeds correctly; hen.ven forbid, he does not stand 
in need of this to perceive the pernicious Bolshevik spirit 
and to understand. For, as Dan himself points out, Miller 
did not see, for instan<"e, the Alexander column in front of 
the Winter Paln.ce in Leningrad, whilst Dan can see it even 
from Berlin. 

But it turns out that 1dthough one is unable to see the 
Alexander column, even if one almost touches it with one's 
nose, one can sec the "spirit of Bolshevism." What do you 
think 1 Is n. certain knowledge of the ianguage necessary 
to study the Russian theatre and Russian literature on the 
spot? Heaven forbid ! 

HeJT Miller thinks, for instance, that there are two sects 
-on the one hand the "Staroobriadtzi" and on the other 
hand the "Old Believers." Well, as Dan himself again points 
out, "Stat·o0hriadtzi" is the Russian word for Old Believer. 

We see then Miller does not know Russia; he is a com
plete ignoramus in social and political matters ; as a physical 
observer he is utterly unreliable ; he knows ahout Russian 
history and Russian affairs as much as a cat knows about 
Beethoven. He confounds Vorovsky with Voronsky. All 
these, to quote Dan, are "inexactitudes," and Miller is sup
posed to have written very fine chapters, guess about what 
-ABOUT LENIN ! ! ! About the masses and the dictator
ship of the proletariat. Dear readers, you must not laugh ! 
I am in dead earnest, you can see this in hlack on white in 
Dn.n's artide. 

Let us now see how Miller descrihes Lenin, the spirit of 
Bolshevism. His description is based on the silliest of well-
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worn tr·uisms to which bourgeois cretins had recourse time 
after time : mechanical great passivity of the "masses." sup
pression of any independent individual stirring, omnipotem·e 
of one person whom the rest blindly obey, and other silly 
talk of this kind which has been repeated ad nauseum for 
the past ten years. A contemptuous shrugging of shoulders 
was all we hitherto had for this kind of thing, and at the 
utmost a small contemptuous rehuke when the quarrel en
croached on political ground. And now Dan repeats this 
contemptible phraseology by incorporating it with Miller's 
idiotisms and by imbuing it with Menshevik profundity of 
mind. • 

Dan h·ies now to find confirmation of" and support for 
his usual well-known aspersions against Bolshevism in Maya
kovsk~·'s and in Dcmian Biedny's · poetr~· and in the pictui·es 
of young Russian artists. \Vhen he sees a picture "the 
masses on the march," he immediately sees in this picture, 
which presents a whole sea of uniform figures and the gigan
tic form of the one and only, "the pictorial expression of 
the Bolshevik dictatorship of the proletariat." 

The "masses," says Dan, "are not an organic conglom
eration of individuals who develop their personality in every 
direction, who acqmre an ever-growing underst~ndint?; of 
reality and who are capable of finding independently-in the 
course of free ideological struggle-the way to their libera
tion." All this Dan did not cull from Miller, he .read it
don't you sec-in the "Bolshevik pietures." If one were to 
ehange the wonling of the ahove statement, and if where 
Dan says "the masses arc NOT," etc., one said ju~<t the 
opposite, then Dan would he ahout telling the truth. 

The relation between art anti social life is, of course, a 
rather complicated matter and Dan would have to he first 
of all taught the A. n. C. as to how such a problem is to be 
ap}lroaehed if one intends to study matters honestly, sl·ien
tifically, objectively and without prejudic·e, instead of usin~ 
with unheard of frivolitv and brazenness as witness for the 
l~rown a miserahle scri'hc whose only contribution to the 
problem-t\S is the case with Miller_:_is a number of ~ood 
photogmphs and some translations from Mayakovsky. What 
was the use of all this ruhhiRh to Dan 1 Can he not J'e;\d 
l\ia;vakovsky and Demian Bi<>dny in the original, and can
not he procure well-got-np illustrated material, of which we 
ourselves puhlish plent,v '? If Dan honestly wanted to analyse 
the enlture of Hovict Hussia, could he not stud,· the new 
literature on this suhje('t and describe to the readers the 
foundation and tendencies of our art and lite1·ature on the 
hasis of real knowledge? Rut l>an p1·efers to shelter hehind 
the hack of some fool in order to deal a blow at the hated 
<>nemy, and to do it with as little expense as possible to 
himself. He thinks that anything C'an he dished up to foreign 
readers. 

What is one to think ahout a person who calls himself 
a Marxist and a Hol·ialist, and yet is responsible for the fol
lowing? Dan sees Bolshevik posters and Mayakovsky's poe
tr·y, from which he draws the conclusion that there is here 
n. "strong desire" for "Amerieanisation"-i.e., he says: "The 
strong desire of a 11oor backward eountry for machinery, 
gigantic towns, rapid development of technique, in a word, 
the desire for everything whi('h is an ever.yday matter to 
the modern proletariat of the ('apitalist countries, and which 
must he overcome in the struggle for the liberation of man
kind." 

Birds of a Feather ! 

Birds of a feather flock together ! If Herr Miller sud
~~e~ly misses the Alexander Column in Leningrad, although 
1v Is there for everyone to see, Dan-who is a bird of the 
same feather-forgets a "trifle," name)~·. that the strong 
desire of the Uussian proletariat for machinery, for modern 
technique is the strong desire of a Socialist proletariat, the 
strong desire of the proletariat to have its own machinerv 
its own technique_ and not capitalist machinery and capit~l~ 
ist technique. Here technique and machinery mean exten
sion of power· and liberty in the face of natlll'e and social 
backwardness. Over ther·e in the capitalist countries they 
m~an for the time ~~e~ng an extension of slavery and exploit
atiOn. Moreover, Jt Js sheer nonsense to assert that strong 
desir·e for a. rapid dev<>lopment of teehnique is a standpoint 
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which has to be overcome. This is not so, first of all techni
que and means of produdion must be in the bands of the 
proletariat and then even American workers will develop a 
"strong desire'' for boundless development of technique, and 
this technique has nothing to do with subjection and the 
spiritless void of capitalism. Poor Dan ima.gines that he has 
made a l•olossal and "Marxist" discove.ry when referring to 
his clumsy authority, he sees in Bolshevism a mental "Chic
ago-ism," and according to Dan this "Chicago-ism" betrays 
the "historil'ally limited substance of the petty bourgeois 
peasant revolution which parades in the coat of 'red' Com 
munism." 

Well ~oared ! 

Well roared, Lion! So a strong desire for gigantic 
towns, technique and industry in a country where the pro
letariat dominates this industry and technique, is petty 
bourgeois peasant ideology ! lTp till now we alway& thought 
that strong desire for baekward methods of work, hatred, 
indifference, and lal:k of understanding for technique and 
industr·~· was typical of petty bourgeois peasant ideology. 
Now l>an eomes along, the "Marxist," supported by the 
"g1·eat seholar" Miller, and w1mts to prove to us the con
trary on the strength of Mayakovsky's poetry and of Soviet 
posters. Dan's arguments concerning the mental attitude 
of the proletariat to tcl·hniqne arc ecrtainly typically petty 
hourgPois. 

After elahorating "scientifically" the "scientific" material 
supplied to him hy Miller, Dan disc·overs something else 
whi('h only his intuition hrings home to him, for Miller's 
photographic apparatus was unable to reproduce it; the 
"free" and anti-Bolshevik spirit which eomes to the fore in 
spite of everything. "Spiritus stat uhi vult." The Men
shevik free spirit has materialised ; Hosanna! This spirit 
will have no strong desire for technique and machinery. 
Heaven forbid! Jt only desires democ,r·aey. Messrs. Cham
hel'lain and Mussolini, Briand and Strcsemann, will see to 
the machinery ; the free Menshevik spirit is, of course, not 
going to bother about sueh Bolshevik w.hims as technique 
and machinery ; it is ahove this kind of thing. 

Once •upon a time, Auguste Comte asked spiritualists to 
tell him what a thinker· who remained, even for onlv a few 
minutes, standing on his head could achieve. \Ve ·do not 
know if Auguste Comte had at that time Dan in his mind. 
But we must certainly sa,v that l>an's astounding pel'form
ances in the struggle against Bolshevism can only result 
from this unnatural position of the hotly. Dan has been 
standin'g on his head not just for a few minutes, hut for 
a considerable number of years, and we think that the poor 
man is in a hopeless condition. Even if you put him again 
en his legs, his thinking will remain perverted, for his brain 
has already become acC'nstomed to such a position of the 
hod~· : which is a }lity not for the wol'ld hut for Dan. A.M. 
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EVERY active member of the working class movement knows that it is 

part of his job to 

read and sell 
the books and pamphlets that matter most 

ACTIVE workers always have too many jobs; in the unions, in their party 

organisations, in Co-operatives, in a dozen committees. 

BUT reading these will help them to do better work; it is not just a question 

of learning abstract things, but of finding out how to avoid mistakes and 

get more results. 

TRY to get hold of 
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THE STATE AND REVOLUTION: Second Edition 160 
pages. ls. 6d., post free ls. sd. 
ON THE ROAD TO INSURRECTION: Tactics by Example. 
Is. 6d., post free lB. Sd. 
IMPERIALISM : a new edition out May 20th, with a new 
preface. Lenin's masterpiece. ls. 6d., post free ls. sd.; 
cloth, -~s. 

WHERE IS BRITAIN GOING 1 Second edition with new 
preface. 2s. 6d., post free 2s. 9d. 

THEORY AND PRACTICE OF LENINISM. By the leader 
of the Russian C.P. ls. ad. 

BOLSHEVISM, SOME QUESTIONS ANSWERED. ls. 6d., 
post free ls. 7ld. 

BUILDING UP SOCIALISM : ls. 

THE POLITICAL MEANING OF THE GREAT STRIKE: 
ls. 6d., post free Is. Sd. 

SPECIAL cheap packets of useful literature are a·vailable for Communist 
Party Training Groups and Locals. What about an order for these? 

REMEMBER! if we do not read and sell these things, we may do any 
amount of other work-but half of it will be wasted. 

Get all your books from 

THE COMMUNIST BOOKSHOP 
16, King Street, Covent Garden, WC2 
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