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POLITICS 
• 

The Russo-German Treaty. 
by A. Thalheimer. 

I. Introduction. 
The following are the important moments in the history 

of events that preceded the Russo-German treaty concluded in 
Genoa. The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk already included the re
cognition of the Russian Soviet Government. Thus, while. the 
Entente were until now in a treatyless relation towards Soviet 
Russia, the German government was bound to it by treaty since 
1916. Shortly before the outbreak of the November Revolution 
the Kaiser's government broke with Soviet Russia, and the 
Republican government, the Ebert-Scheidemann-Haase Cabinet 
tremblingly followed in the footsteps of the Entente-against 
Soviet R.ussia. The repeated negotiatwns and the notorious parti
cipation of the various governments of the German Republic in 
the various White Guard adventures against Soviet Russia,. are 
only too well known. It is not the fault of the various govern
ments that displaced one another in the German Republic, that 
these disgraceful services were not greater; it was due exclusively 
to England's and France's distrust of Germany. Both England 
and France feared lest the German mercenaries demand too high 
a price, and lest they build up for themselves a m:Jitary base in 
Soviet Russia, from which they might operate against the West
It is the German Social Democrats who bear the full respon
sibility for this crimlnal and idiotic policy that has been pursued 
against Soviet Russia since 1916. The Independent Socialists 
also bear partial guilt for this black past. The Communist Party 
of Germany has carried on a persistent and untiring struggle 
against the active or passive betrayal of the Russian Revolution 
from the very beginning. The Soviet Republic has left no stone 
unturned in the attempt to create a modus vivendi with Germany. 
All that was accomplished was the institution of business and 
trading miss:ons. In spite of the fact that the Entente continually 
stepped on Germany's corns, the various German Republican 
governments maintained their toadying relationship with .the 
Entente up to the very last. At every phase of the German 
negotiations, the German Government did not make a step 
without humbly inform:ng England and asking for its 111ost 
gracious perm ssion. Mr. Rathenau, the present Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, in particular, has made himself ridiculous and 
showed himself 8ereft of all self-respect in his idiotic courtings 
of Britannia. When Herr Rathenau assures everyone, both those 
who want to as well as those who do not want to hear it, that he 
most " loyally " informed his English masters ur- to the very last, 
it must be taken at its face value as a sad self-recommendation. 
• While the negotiations with Soviet Russia were still going 
on, the German Government had the audacity to perform the 
vicious sleight-of-hand trick of signing the well-known agree
ment drawn up by the Paris Expert Commission. This demand 
that Soviet Russia make compensation for the nationalized fac
tories and that it subm:t itself to a trusteeship of the Entente. 
Even while the Berlin negotiations with the Russian Soviet 
delegation were still going on, the German government held on 
to this demand with a tenacity worthy of a better cause. It is 
absolutely necessary that it be made clear to the whole inter
national working-class that until recently, a go.vernment in which 

the German Social Democracy played a leading role fought hand 
in hand with the imperialist robber states in the attempt to 
deprive the Russian Revolution of its most important social and 
political conquests, namely, of the possession by the proletarian 
state of the most important industries of the country. It must 
be indelibly impressed upon the working-class of the whole 
world that a so-called "workers' party" has insisted pig-headed
ly up to the very last that the victorious proletarian revolution 
compensate the capitalists for the expropriated factories, mines, 
etc. Only under the unbearable pressure of the Entente, only 
after it had been excluded from the negotiations between the 
Entente and Soviet Russia, only after it was exposed to the 
danger of seeing the Entente enter inte an agreement with Soviet 
Russia at the expense of Germany, was the German Government 
compelled to conclude a treaty with Soviet Russla, a treaty which 
protects it against disadvantages as against other robber states, 
but in wi:Iich it formally renounces nothing in the matter of 
compensation for the expropriated factories. 

II. The Most Important Stipulations of the Treaty. 
1-The renewed de jure recognition of the Soviet Republic 

and the resumption of normal diplomatic relat:ons. 
2-The mutual waiver of war-reparations. 
3-Germany to receive mos.t favored nation treatment in 

all trading agreements, tariff-treaties, etc., which are entered 
into with other capitai:stic states. 
· 4-The waiver of all damages occasioned by the revolution; 
the same on condifon that the I::ntente states do likewise. 

5-1 he obligation of both governments to promote the 
resumption of mutual trade relations. 

1hi s:gnificance of this treaty for Soviet Russia is more 
of a moral nature than a material one. After the treaty with 
Poland and with the Baltic States, this constitutes the second 
break in the iron ring formed about Soviet Russia by the united 
imperiai:sfc robber powers. The material signifV;:ance of this 
treaty for the reconstrucfon of Soviet Russia depends wholly 
upon the ways and means the German Government and the 
German industrialists adopt in the execution of the treaty. 
As for the German Government this is its first hr?sitating ha'f
step towards the recovery of its freedom of act:on, and towards 
the dissolution of the slave-chains which it voluntarily accepted 
from the Allies. 

As to the international significance of the treaty, the 
frantic rage of the Entente- governments offers sufficient proof. 
The phrases of the first day at Genoa, promising a basis of 
equality to all participants and an earnest effort to reconstruct 
Soviet Russia and world economy in general, have been unmasked 
by the reception accorded to the Russo-German Treaty by the 
Allied governments. If a treaty which seeks to reestablish a 
norm1l capitalistic relat:on towards Soviet Russia (and th:s to 
an unsufficient degree) is characterized as a slap in the face 
of the Conference, it must become very clear to every worker that 
the Conference thereby openly adm:ts that its actual intentions 
towards Soviet Russia are s;mply those of disgraceful robbers. 
Hence they cry, "German has broken the solidarity of the 
robbers; therefore crucify it! Germany has waived all claims 
upon the.insane reparitions from Soviet Russia; therefore crucify 
it! Germany has haq the audacity to forget for a s'ngle moment 
that it is an Entente-colony; Crucify!" All of the robber treaties. 
of Versailles are until this very day inviolabl!! for the Genoa 
Covference. But the treaty between Germany and Soviet Russia 
must receive the sanction of the great imperialistic robbers. 
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III. The German Parties and the Treaty. 
The particular attention of the international working-class 

must be called to the fact that of all the German parties, the 
Social Democratic Party is the only one which took an outspoken 
att:tude against the treaty. Its slavish fear of the Entent~, its 
blind raging hatred of the Russian . Revolution, render it im
possible for the German Social Democracy to gather at least as 
much courage and reason as the bourgeois parties did. The 
German Social Democracy fears all contact with the -soviet 
Republic as it fears death, because it knows- that a party which 
depends upon the support of the workers cannot long continue 
to pursue a counter-revolutionary course, nor can it successfully 
fight against the Communist Party of its own country if it is 
to get the support of a workers' state in its foreign policy. With 
a tragic heart the bourgeois parties greet the treaty as the first 
step by which Germany regains her initiative and freedom of 
action; they do not forget to point out, however, that the govern
ment must then:~fore proceed against the German Communists 
so much the more strictly.· 

We Geiman Communists, however, have not the slightest 
faith that the Wirth-R.athenau_ Government or that any other 
bourgeois coalition government will be able. to pursue the path 
outlined by the Russo-German pact. The history of 37:! years 
of the foreign policy of. the bourgeois republic forbids any such 
belief. We shall expose those parts of the treaty which betray 
the as yet powerless imperialistic appetites of the German 
Government, to open and ruthless criticism. But to the German· 
workers we say: it is your duty to see to it that this first half
step never be retracted, but that it be followed by other steps 
in the direction and alliance with Russia. 

IV. The Treaty and the International Working Class. 
It is clear that it is the duty of the international working

class to adopt a reserved and critical attitude towards the 
rectitude and constancy of the present German Government in 
its relations to Soviet Russia, and to combat as energetically as 
possible the hypocritical and vicious attacks directed by their 
respective governments against the treaty, and also to demand 
that other countries as well renounce their robber reparation 
demands and give up their attacks against the sovereignty and 
self-determ:nation of the Russian people. Now is the time 
emphatically to demand the calling of a World Proletarian 
Congress, to take place as soon as possible. This Congress 
should oppose the robber states now at Genoa, with the mass
pressure of the world proletariat. Should it happen (as it very 
well may) that these robber states break up the Genoa Con
ference then it will l:e absolutely necessary to mobilize the 
working-masses as quickly and as thoroughly as possible. 

. THE LABOR MOVEMENT 

Civil War in South Africa.. 
The Great Rand Strike. 

by M. Lopes (Cape Towri). 

During the last eighteen months the capitalist off.ensive 
in South Africa met with no serious oppositwn, but at the 
beginning of 1922 th~: workers on the Witwatersrand, especially 

' the miners, cried check to the victorious onrush of the exploiters 
by means of a strike movement which brought to a standstill the 
econom:c life of that area. 

Since the commencement of the world economic crisis, the 
South African workers, in common with the workers of other 
countries, have shared the post-war blessings of the "new world" 
-wides-spread unemployment, part-time employment, retrench
ment in private and Government employ and a steady attack upon 
wages and hours of labour, which latter have in many industr:es 
been increased to ten hdurs per day. Civil servants, railwaymen, 
enginners, building workers, etc., accepted the lowering of their 
standard of living without protest. The miners' turn came last, 
probably. owing to the fact that t·heir organisations are the most 
powerful in South Africa and the miners themselves the most 
militant section of the white workers. 

Starting with the Coal Mines, the strike rapidly spread 
until it embraced the workers on the Gold Mines and such mem
bers of the following Unions as were connected with the mines:-
Amalgamated Engineering Union, Amagamated Woodworkers' 
Union, Building Workers' Industrial Union, S.A. lronmoulders' 
Society, together with the workers of the Victoria Falls Power 
Company. 

The dispute with the Victoria Falls Power Company arose 
out of an ultimatum served by the Coal Owners, notifying that 
wages would l:e cut by 5/-per shift at the end of the year. The 
excuse given by the owners for this cut was the necessity of 
lowering production costs in order to meet foreign competition, 
i.e. the tremendous fall in the price of English coal. 

. The position on the Gold Mines is more complicated, and, 
in order that it may be understood, it is necssary to explain that 
certain underground operations which involve possible danger to 
life may, under the Mining Regulations, be carried out only by 
skilled men who must be white men. This is what is referred to 
as the "colour bar'' on the mines. There are, in addition, certain 
semi-skilled or border-line occupations which in some mines have 
been carried out by whites only and in other mines by natives, 
such as drill-sharpening, waster-packing, rough-timbering and 
other odd jobs. In regard to the&e latter occupations, what is 
known as the "Status Quo" agreement has existed between the 

" Chamber of Mines and the Mine Workers' Union since 1918, the 
arrangement being that the then existing state of affairs on the 
various m:nes, namely the use of a definite proportion of natives 
to white men, should be maintained. Whilst, during 1919-1920 
the price of gold rose from the normal 84/11d per ounce to 
127/4d during the past few months, it has now dropped to 98/4d. 
This, together with the rise in the cost of production has, accor
ding to the Chamber of Mines, placed what are known as the 
" low-grade mines" nearly on the non-payable line, and, in conse
quence thereof, at the beginning of this year an ultimatum was 
issued to the miners giving one month's ~10tice of the intention 
to abolish the "Status Quo" agreement. This woulti give the 
Chamber of Mines the opportunity to utilise the services of semi
skilled natives to do certain work then performed by whites and 
at less than twenty per cent of their wages, thus effecting a con
siderable economy in working-costs. The position of the workers 
was stated as follows by the president of the South African In
dustrial Federation:-" A progressive lowering of the standard 
of living has been farced on us e*r s:nce the outbreak of the 
Great War, and now, on the plea of saving the !_ow-grade mines, 
which are low-grade by reason of the course followed by the 
owners, you are being asked to eliminate one-fifth of the white 
workers with more to follow, since the low-grade mines, as an 
excuse for attacks on Labour, are eternal.". 

By a strike ballot of ten to one, the miners showed ~hat they 
still stand in the vanguard of the organised workers in South 
Africa, and, on January lOth. about 22,000 workers had downed 
tools. . 

·The entire handling of the strike by· the Executive of the 
Industrial Federation was characterised by indecision and a 
stupid consideration for "public opinion". In the matter of so
called "essential services", the "offjcials" were allowed to work 
without molestation, thus ~he mine-pumps and electric power-. 
stations were kept going. In spite of the fact that the remaining 
Unions in Johannesburg were in favour of an immediate sym
pathetic strike, no attempt was made to take advantage of it at 
that time. Every effort was, however, made to obtain Govern
ment intervention to bring pressure to bear on the employers to 
w;thdraw their ultimatum, but, beyond postponing the opening 
of Parliament and flooding the Reef with armed policemen, the 
Government "refused to intervene". It must also be mentioned 
tha! no effort was made by the Industrial Federation to bring the 
Native workers out on strike. This was suicidal in view of the 
fact that on the m:nes there are approximately ten native workers 
to every white worker. On some of the coal m:nes at Witbank, 
although the white miners were on strike, the natives, with the 

· help of the mine officials, succeeded in producing almost as much 
coal as before the strike. 

Whilst the masters met blow with blow, the Executive of 
the Federation went cap in hand seeking conferences. Thus, on 
January lith, it handed the Chamber of Mines certain terms on 
which it was prepared to call off the strike. The Chamber replied 
refusing these terms, also stating that all strikers not at work 
the following Monday would be dismissed. Later, however, it 
agreed to a conference with the Industrial Federation, a con
ference "untrammelled by any conditions", which, of course, 
meant the non-withdrawal of the ultimatum. This conference 
took place and proved entirely abortive, except that it helped the 
mine-owners in their game of playing for time, as they well knew 
that every day brought the men nearer to starvation in addition 
to sapping their spirit of solidarity and their determination to win. 

When it became apparent that decisive action could not be 
expected from the Executive of the Federation and that the strike 
wolud be prolonged until eitht',l" the men accepted the owners' 
terms, or it collapsed, the politicians of the Nationalist and 
Labour parties, who had been keeping discreetly in the back
ground, came forward to sing their well-known ditty-"Servel!l 
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you right for not voting for us". They cast their bread upon the 
troublous waters of the Strike, trusting that at the next General 
Election it will return to them buttered on both sides with, Parlia
mentary victories. It was made easy for the Nationalist Party to 
support the m:ners, as the latter had adopted amongst many 
other slogans that of a "White South ·Africa", which must be 
interpreted, not as against the native, but against the attempt of 
the Chamber of Mines to eliminate a large section of the white 
workers and fill their places with natives at less than twenty 
per cent of their wages. But, this slogan was adroitly used by 
the Nationalist Party as a means of arousing the hostility of the 
Dutch against the Government of Smuts and Comrany, as eighty
five per cent of the mine-workers are Dutch and are strongly 
impregnated with Republican sentiments. Thus, the polit.cal 
mano~uvrings of the members of the Nationalist and Labour Par
ties, together with the activities of certain Trades Unionists, 
anxious to retrieve in the p<>litical field what they had .lost in the 
industrial, soon culminated in a demand for a South African Re
public. But, it is the business of politicians to arouse the hatred 
and passion of the masses against their political opponents and 
then to prevent it expressing itself in action whjch may go " too 
far". Thus, when the atmosphere along the Reef was electrical 
and alive with revolutionary possibilities, the Republican agi
tation was dropped; and the politicians who were mostly respon
sible for it departed South to fight the battles of the workers in 
the House of Parliament. There they were told by General 
Smuts, the Prime Minister, that the workers had best go back to 
work on the best terms they could get, when the Government 
would establish an "impartial" Board to invest:gate the dispute. 

Whilst these Nationalist and Labour mountebanks were 
pranCing · behind the political footlights, the authorities were 
arresting the militant leaders of the strike movement. Amongst 
those arrested (many taken from the picket lines for 
molesting scabs, etc.) were Comrades Percy Fisher, Spendiff, · 
McDermid and Worthingham of. the Mine Workers' Union, Com
rade Shaw, a prominent member of the Communist Party, and 
Comrade W. H. Andrews, General Secretary of the Communist 
Party and editor of its weekly organ, "The lnternational"-all 
arrested. on charges of "incitement to violence" and later releas~d 
on bail. 

There is an ancient sayin6 to the effect thal out of Africa 
always something new emerges and the Rand Stril<e has proven 
this by the creation of "Commandoes" (military units) of the 
workers, the rrecursors, in South Africa, of the Red Guards. The 
flooding of the Reef with armed police, combined with the lessons 
of previous strikes in 1913 and 1914 when the workers were shot 
and bludgeoned back to work, created the necessity of organising 
t~e worker~ o!l !J1ilitB;ry lines, appropriating the mili~ary forma~ 
tions and diSCiplme hitherto monopo!Jsed by the explOiters. Each 

. district had its own " Commando" which went through the neces
sary military training under officers elected by the strikers from 
among themselves. These "Commandoes" were useful in fostering 
the spirit .of comradeship and solidarity and in enabling the 
lead~r~ to keep the strikers together, thus reducing f?Cabbing to 
a mm!lllUm. 

Further proofs of the Government's intention "not to inter
vene" were forthcoming by the enliJStment of special constables 
to augment the large armed forces already on the Reef, and by 
the Government declaring that it would protect all those who 
wished to return to work. This was immediately followed by 
statemeRts in the Press that a large number of strikers >had re
turned to work and that the m:nes would resume operations. But 
the solidarity of the men remained unbroken arid the few who did 

. return soon felt on their persons the l~itimate anger of the 
strik~rs. So effective was this action in preventing scabbing that 
Parhament and th.e Press raised anew the old cry, of "the right 
to work", and called for action against "terrorism' and sabotage. 

T~he opening of the eighth week of the strike saw Parlia
ment endorse the policy of the Government, which all over the 
country was known to be the policy of the Chall\Per of Mines; 
saw the Industrial Federation and the South African Labour 
Party cons:dering scheme after scheme for ending the dead-lock 
in the hope of finding one which would be acceptable alike to the 
workers and the expfoiters-a task impossible even for the crafty 

·and subtle mind of Crawford, the Gompers of South Africa; saw 
increasing tension between the "Commandoes" and the police; 
saw. the columns of the capitalist Press filled with details of 
" mysterious explosions " and of acts· of violence and sabotage by 
the workers, ·an calculated to "put the wind up'' the middle 
class and to arouse "public opinion", which is usually the preli
minary to outbreaks of Governmental violence. This came, at 
first, in the :form of a collision ,between strikers and the police, 
the latter opening fire upon unarmed men, killing three of them 
and wounding many others. 

All throughout the strike the vacillating and compromising 
policy of the Industrial Federation had been in striking contrast 
to the implacable anc:t uncomprominsing attitude of the Chamber 
of Mines, and a further example of this was seen when the 
Chamber, in response to an appeal to re-operi negotiations; not 
only refused to do so, but also stated that in future it would 
not recognise the Federation for any purpose whatoever, as it 
no longer represented the bulk of the employees in the coal and 
gold mines. 1 he Chamber wou.d, however, recognise unions 
really representative of those industries provided that they 
accept the conditions laid down by the Chamber for such recog
n_ition. This, together with persistent pressure from the rank and 
file, whose Commandoes gathered outside the Trades Hall, re
sp.ltM in the Federation calling a General Strike throughout the 
Union. In Johannesl:urg, the call met with a great response, 
wbilst in Pretoria, Bloemfontein and Durban large sections of 
the workers responded enthusiastically by downing tools and for
m!.ng Commandoes. But the call was not endorsed by ~he Council 
of the National Union of Railway and Harbour Servants. Thus, 
while the railway service around the Reef was stopped by men 
go:ng on strike, in the other parts of Soutn Africa it was 
unaffected. · 

The provocative statement of the Chamber of Mines was a 
signal that the last phase had opened-that of civil war, cumi
nating in ~he establishment of the White Terror. The decla
ration of the General Strike was folowed by the shooting of a 
number of natives. Obviously, in view . of the attitude of the 
strike leaders in calling upon the strikers not to molest the 
natives, this was doue by the agents of the Chamber in order to 
arouse "public opinion" against the strikers and to arouse racial 
hatred between white and native workers. But, it was also used 
as an excurse for another Parliamentary debate,· in which the 
Government was urged "to throw away the scabbard and use 
all the forces at its disposal to quell these lawless revolutionary 
banda-the Commandoes". 

Following on this, twenty strike leaders were arrested, and 
the mobilisation of Defence Force units and "loyal" Boer Com
mandoes was commenced. General Smuts, the Prime Minister, 
then left for Johannesburg to assume charge of operations, 
coverin_&" the distance of 2000 miles in 27 hours by train. 

vn Fridav. March lOth, Martial Law was proclaimed and 
fightirfg commenced between the Commandoes and the Govern
ment forces all along the Reef, in the shadow of the Red Flag which 
pdoudly flutt~red from. the mast-head at the Johannesburg Town 
Hall. As this was priOr to the commandeermg of the burghers 
in the surrourtdinJ! districts, the workers' Commandoes had taken 
possession by Saturday night of the whole of the Reef, with the 
exception of Boksburg and ~lie centre of Johannesburg-this des
pite the fact that the strikers possessed, according to the "Cape 
Argus", less than 1000 rifles apart from shot-guns and revolvers, 
and a Em:ted supply of a munition. This journal also stated that 
the wor~er~ Commandoes employed Boer .gu~rilla tactics, carrying 
out encircling movements. But, the encirclmg forces were very 
thin and terribly shorts of ammunition. 

Apart from the unprecedented concentration of Burgher 
and Defence Fore~ regiments, the Government employed heavy 
artillery, tanks and aeroplanes. Heavy artilery bombardments 
were directed against the strikers' defences whilst · aeroplanes 
circled overhead, bombing incessantly and sendin~ down bursts 
of machine-gun fire .. The Trades Hall at Benom, defended by 
a large number of strikers, who held out against the Government 
forces for a day, was blown up from the air by an aerial torpedo 
with tremendous loss of life. To justify these bombing operations, 
no doubt, the Press began to fill. its columns with accounts of 
atrocities by the strikers-such as shooting . of wounded, 
m;suse of Red Cross flags, etc., and to term the 
strikers "hooligans", ''bandits" and "desperadres". In short, the 
"Hun" of war-time fame became the striker of 1922. Then Bols
hevism became the bogey, and hints of disclosures of a "Great 
Red Plot" to overthrow the Government and establish a Soviet 
were dropped by Geaeral Smuts. On Sunday morning a great 
concentration of Government forces had taken place and the civil 
war proceeded with increased intensity. Another revolt of the 
wage-slaves was being suppressed, but their courage and deter
mination will be written large in the history of South Africa in 
the hot alphabet of war. 

This is not a history of the militarf operations, but I take 
the folowing accouni from "De Burger', a Nationalist organ, 
to convey an idea of the fighting:-

. "Sunday, 5.05 p.m.: The six aeroplanes which 
went back to Pretoria today to fetch more bombs, 
appeared again over the Town ·at the end of .an hour and 
made a l'enewed attack on the great Vrededorp Commando, which 
had taken up a posit:on in the hills to ~he left of Aukland Park. 
A big Police Force had concentrated at the bottom of the hills and 
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waited till the aeroplanes had bombed the hills for about an hour 
and a half with bombs and machine-guns. Then the aeroplanes 
dislppeared, because a coup!~ _of blg guns ~rom the Parktown 
hill had begun to shell the position and m~de It dange~ous for the 
aeroplanes to fly low. Under the protection of the big guns the 
Government troops began an attack on the ridges and a bloody 
fight developed. for more th_an a!! hour rifle fire clattered like 
a heavy hailstorm on galvamsed Iron, and the thunder of the 
blg guns and machine-guns made the h~llish row complete. Whe~ 
it began, the red bombs burst on the ndges and all thougt that It 
could not last for ten m:nutes. But the strikers defended their 

. position with the utmost fury. for the whole of the hour the 
rifle fire was like an unbroken, uninterrupted shower. Then the 
strikers began to fall back step by step before the force which was 
trying to surround them with a circuit of motor· lonies. While 
they were running and retiril}g, boml:s sometimes burst among 
them. 1 he rifle fire became more intermittent, and when the 
strikers were over the ridge, the gunfire ceased. Repeated shots 
from rifles and machine-guns showed the direction in which ~he 
strikers were retiring, pursued by troops who then took possessiOn 
of the ridges. The slaughter must have been great, though no 
official returns are to be had. It is said on good authority that 
more than a thousand strikers were captured in the retreat." 

By Monday night, the Government forces had captured 
the Eastern and Western suburbs with the exception of fordsburg, 
which was held by the Irish Commando under the leadership of 
Comrades fisher and Spendiff (members of the Council of Action). 
The rounding up of strike-leaders, prominent men in the Trade 
Union movement, particularly Communist leaders, proceeded with
out interruption. The offices of the Communist Party were 
occupied by the military who ransacked the place and smashed 
the printing plant. The attack on fordsburg, the last citadel of 
the "Reds", con:menced on Tuesday morning, Johannesburg rever
berating to the sound of artillery, machine-gun and rifle fire, with 
aeroplanes co-operating. After a heavy bombardment lasting 
75 minutes, fordsburg surrendered, and this brought the civil 
war practically to a close, ah'hough fighting took place in the 
outlying d:stricts till Thursday evening. The two heroes of 
fordsburg. Comrades Fisher and Spendiff, were first stated to 
have been· killed by shrapnel fire and later on to have "c?mtnitted 
suicide". This appears to be a new version of the old he-"shot 
while trying to espace". The end of the fighting was followed by 
a ho··se-to-house search for "suspects", which was accompanied 
by deeds of wanton destruction. At time of writing, over 10,000 
prisoners await exam·nation and "combing-out". 

With the perm:sion of the military authorities and in the 
shadow of. Martial Law, the Strike Executive met and cecided 
to take a bal'ot on the question of a resumption of work. The 
Press, commenting on this, stated-"There has been a conflict 
between the m:Jitant and moderate elements in the Executive, and 
the bal'ot resolution indicates that the moderates, under Mr. A. 
Crawford's influence,_are now dom·nating the situation". The 
Press forgot to mention that those militants who had not already 
laid down their' lives for the cause of organised Labour were in 
the concentration camps or jails of Capitalism. Fisher and 
Spendiff are dead, therefore Crawford reigns unchallenged!. 

The ballot was not taken, the various Unions calling the 
strike off, and the men r~turned to work on the terms of th~ 
Chaml::er of Mines. Not a single casualty list of the strikers has 
so far been published, and one cannot guess at the terrible toll of 
life that has again been laid on the altar of profit. . ' 

The Chamber of Mines hat donated £20 000 towards the 
relief of distress upon the Rand: It may think its victory cheap 
at this price, but, in .reality, it has not yet begun to pay. This 
struggle has brought increased emphasis to the Class War in 
South Africa and its lessons will teach the white workers that 
without the help of the nat~ve and coloured workers they can 
never be free. Out of the conflict will arise ihose organisations 
of white and native workers that will encompass the death of 
Capitalism. Then will the Chamber of Mines pay in full for the 
slaughter of Johannesburg workers in March 1922, whose 
courage and heroism have added yet another glorious page to 
the history of the proletariat. 

· Naturally, the Communist Party, the South African Section of 
the Communist International, not yet a year in existence, has 
suffered very heavily. True to its policy of leadership oi the 
masses, the Communists, right from the commencement of the 
stike, were to be seen in the forefront of the battle. This examrle 
will make the Communist Party, in the near future, the 
Party of the mass of the South African Workers, which will 
again lead them in an assault on the battlements of Capitalism, 
ultimately with victory. Today, those members. of our Party 
who were not killed in the fighting, are languishing in the jails 
of Capitalism awaiting trial,. with prospects of death or long 
imprisonment sentences. The offices of the Party have been 

wreckend together with the printing plant. The necessity for 
agitation to secure the relEase of all those stalwarts who in any 
way took part in the fight will be apparent to all. To this end 
funds are. urgently required, and it is tursted that Comrades in 
other coun:ries will respond to this call as Sfeedily as possible. 
Donations should, in the meantime, be sent to C. F. Glass, P. 0. 
Box 1176, Cape Town, Sout Africa. (Secretary ,Cape Town 
Branch, Communist Party; • 

The United Front in Czedlo .. Slovakia . 
The National Conference of the Communist Party of 

Czecho-Slovakia met in session in Prag-Karolinenthal during 
the Easter holidays. 1he problem of the united front w~s 
the leitmotif of all the various problems treated at this 
National Conference. A special session was devoted to the 
united front and its del~berations were condensed .into the 
following theses:- · 

1--The international labor movement is passing through 
a transition period which was characterized as follows by the 
Third Congress of the Communist International. The crisis in 
capitalist world economy is intensifying, unemployment is in
creasing and capital is systematically attacking wages and 
labor's standing of living. The immediate and most important 
tasks of the Communist 1-arties consist of shortening this period 
of capitalist decay by interesting the masses of non-organized 
workers in certain practival partial demands. This interest must 
little by litHe be transformed into a determination to struggle 
which must as rapidly as possibly be intensified into a mass" 
attack on capital:st society. This perception was in August last 
coined into the short slogan: "Approach the masses!" 

2-By granting both social and political reforms, the 
bourgeo:sie succeeded immediately after the collapse in 1918 in 
diverting the ~asses from decisive action. T~is course sepata!ed 
the class-conscwus workers from those sections of labor which 
were still of the opinion that the interests of its class could be 
realized by means of democracy. Having, however, consolidated 
the <;apitalist stat~, the bourgeoisie is endeavoring "to re~uild its 
system at th~ expense. of the workin~ class al!d, havm~ . ac
complished this, to depnve labor of all Its economic and poli~Ical 
gains. This common front of capital does away with all illus;ons 
as to peace among the classes, and creates the preliminary con
dition for a united front of the class struggle. 

3-The slogan of a united front does not only mean a 
general appeal to the masses, but also an appeal to the reform:st 
parties for the purpose of joint action for the immediate common 
aims of the entire proletariat. Such an appeal can, however, 
only be issued after it has been definitely_ asce:tained that t_he 
indifferent masses and the workers orgamzed m the reformist 
rarties are willing to fight for everyday deJ?an?s. For: the fi~st 
time since the W'ar the masses are mamfestmg their desire 
to fight. This is of gri"at and world-wide importance. And 
though the masses have for· the time being no intention of fight
ing tor ours, the Commun;st aims, but for their present every
day demands, they have at least understood that these demands 
camHJt be attained without a struggle. Hence they-the masses 
--are not only prepared for, ·but even urgently demand the joint 
struggle of all labor parties against the capitalists. And though 
their faith in reformism is not yet utterly destroyed it has, 
nevertheless, been seriously shaken. Seeing that the proletarian 
class is bent upon fight, it goes without saying that it is the 
duty of the Communists to prove immediately that they are 
ready for joint struggle. This duty is all the greater, because 
the proletariat is everywhere in a. situation of unparalleled diffi
culty and is, irresr;ective of what party it might belong _to, 
entitled to the full support of the class-party of the proletanat, 
the Communist Party, which is all the more in duty bound to 
lead these struggles, l::ecause it knows full well that every 
demand for a greater piece· of bread, no matter ·how modest, will 
become a revolutionary demand, because at present it cannot -be 
agreed to by the capitalists; and furthermore, that every fight 
~or a higher wage or, as often happens for the retention of the 
present wage, will develop into a rebellion against the present 
system of society. In consideration of these facts, ~t can be s;:i.d 
that the slogan for a united front becomes a revolutiOnary mobili
zation order. 

4-The reports of all delegations to the February Con
ference of the Enlarged Executive Committee of the Communist 
International were all agreed on the point that during the last 
months the worldwide economic crisis has gained in intensity 
and that this fact has more or less reacted upon and shaken 
the political consolidation of the bourgeoisie. The spontaneous 
strike of the German railwaymen who a year ago were looked 
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• 
upon as reliable pillars of the Gernian bourg.eoisie, w~Iich br~ke 
out prior to the february Conference, prov1d~s an .1mpress!ve 
illustration for the trwth of these reports. 1 h1s " w1ld" stnke 
was supported by m[mbers of the notorious "Sipo." that 
Security Police Corps which in March 1921 proceeded 111 s!lch 
a brutal manner against striking workers. At the same time 
the teachers in Czecho-Slovakia who a few short months ago 
were considered a mainstay of !he bourgeoisie _in that co~n.try 
gave unm:stakable signs of the1r symphaty. w1th the stnkmg 
miners and the cause of labor. from the reports of all dele
gations it could be gathered that for the first time during the 
whole revolutionary period the subjective an~ the objectiv~ con
ditions are gradually but undoubtedly assummg a revolutiOnary 
form. Only in such a s:tuation is it possible to give the appeal 
to the masses a concrete form-the slogan for a united front. 

5-1 his siogan is of far-reaching importance in Czecho
Slovakia where the world-wide econom:c crls:s is gradually assu
ming the marked forms of a crisis of overproduction. Six months 
ago the reformist parties promised labor that, if they only could 
again participate in a coahtion government, they would overcome 
these difficulties. Now, however, when they are again partici
J)ating in the Government, these parties declare that, having no 
politcal character, the economic demands of labor can only be 
forced through by the trade-unions. But the workers organized 
in the reform:st parties have come to understand that every eco
nomic demand is also a political demand which cannot be attained 
without simultaneously and uncompromisingly fighting the capi
talist class in its capacity as the ruling class. At the same time 
labor is gradually grasp,ng the fact that in the trade-unions, too, 
the reformist leaders are not willing to combine the defensive 
struggles of the various trade-unions into one general strike. 
Labor sees that in the present economic situation isolated strikes 
are welcomed ·by the employers, because they are really .mere 
voluntary lock-outs. Influenced by all these considerations, the 
Social-Democratic and nationalist workers are giving their 
Communist fellow-workers to understand in so many words that 
they expect our party to. take the initiative in the common struggle 
against the capitalist' class. Our party must not allow itself to 
underestimate the importance of those sections of labor so far 
organized in the reformist trade-unions, and though the Czech 
Social-Democratic workers are few in members, they belong to. 
key industries which are of great importance in a social revo
lution (metal workers, railway-men, miners, etc.) To the same 
trades belongs a large part of the workers so far organized in 
the National SociaLs! party. Half of the organized German 
workers in this state belong to the German Social-Democratic 
Party, a fact which we must also pay due attention to. If ·the 
Corr:munist Party takes the initiative for the proletarian united 
front, all these masses will be drawn up in one battle front and 
will during the struggle soon grasp the truth that it is impossible 
to attain even the rr:ost modest aims wihthout first conquering 
political power by means of a revolution. 

6--To explain this state of affairs to the masses of the 
proletariat, the manual and intellectual laborers, to prove to them 
that their power is great if only they are conscious of it, to make 
the see thaf it is the task. of all proletarians in Czecho-Slovakia 
to form a united front against the bourgeoisie, to rouse, in short, 
the decisiye majority of the proletariat to revolutionary class
consciousness-that constitutes the immediate task of the Com
munist Party of Czecho-Slovakia which, without in doing so aban
doning its principles or methods, puts itself at the head of the 
action for the united front of the proletarians of all parties, as 
long as this front is really directed against capitalism and the 
bourgeoisie. All the energies of the party must be exerted in a 
propaganda for such a united front. All our papers and perio
dicals should be edited in the same spirit. Our slogan is: "Down 
with the shameful coalition with the bourgeoisie and capital! 
Long live the joint struggle of all workers in the united and 
uniform proletarian battle front!" 

7-With regard to the way to be travelled to the united 
front, we declare th,e following:- · 

The pure proletarian character of the Communist Party 
renders it necessary that we first of all appeal to the masses and 
exert all our energies in an attempt at bqilding the united front 
upon the wish of the laborers in shop, mine and mill. We know, 
however, that the formation of the proletarian united front would 
progress more speedily, if it were not sabotaged by the offiCials 
of various parties and organizations. We are not even adverse 
to carrying on direct negotiations with the leaders of these 
organizations so long as such negotiations do not leave the plat-
form of anti-capitalist struggle. · 

8-The Communist International has followed the 
suggestion that representatives of the three Internationals meet 
in joint conference and manifest their earnest determination to 
fight for the interests of labor. The Berlin Conference represents 

the first step in this direction. The socia~-patriot parti~~ of 
Czecho-Slovakia have, however, refused to abide by the dec1s1ons 
of the joint conference of the three lnt~rn~tional~. BJ.!t t~e 
Communist Party will not be dete~red by th1s f1rst fa1~ure; 1t Will 
continue to work for concerted adwn and w!ll repeat 1ts proposal 
at a suitable moment. 

9-The united front does not mean a new organization of 
labor or an organizational superstruct.ure! but merely ~he. united 
struggle of all labor p~ties and orgamzatwns and the m~hfferent 
workers for the imperative dem:mds of the day, as for mstance, 
against wage reductions, lengthening of wor~ing hours, etc., etc. 
The only preliminary for the united front IS the h~nest dete~
minaton to defend labor's interests. If the other part1es- are am
mated by this pirit, the united front will be easily accompl:shed. 

10-We know that a number of reformist leaders are not 
honestly enough determined to def~nd labor's interests and 
prefer to safeguard ~tate and other mterests mstead; we kn?w, 
however, just as well that such leaders have. a larg.e followm~ 
of proletarians who are interested in protectmg the1r own exi
stence and are ready to fight with that end in view. Hence the 
united front has its most solid bas:s in the shops and on the 
fields in labor itself. We must not allow ourselves to forget 
that the unity of the proletariat can only be achieved if the Com.mu
n:st Party is organizationally prepared and ready for action m a 
manner to enable it in the coming struggle for social demands to 
imbue the workers with enthusiasm for its leadership by its 
example. The members of the Party must therefore do everything 
in their power in the action for the creation of the united front; 
they shoul~, ~owever, consider the united front merely. as a means 
for intenslfymg the struggle for the emancipation of the 
proletariat. 

A. Pyrrhic Vic1ory. 
On the Last Congress of the Unione Syndicate Italiano. 

by Nicola V ecchi. 

•• On the eve of the congress of the U.S.I. (Italian Syndi
calist Union), on March 6th, the organ of the Anarchists, 
"L' Action Directe" wrote as follows: 

"At its congress in Rome the U.S.I. must finally 
throw overboard all ambiguity; it must strengthen the 
foundations of its constitution towards the new followers 
of Moscow who are as one with the autocracy of the 
Soviets. Our antagonists should labor under no delusions 
with regard to the victory". 

Truly-the Anarchists have come out of the battle as 
victors, though it is extremely difficult to ascertain the price 
they paid for this victory. lhey have at any rate surrendered 
in return for ilt the most elementary principles of political honesty. 
Our assertions regarding the congress have been proven true. 

The leaders needed victory no matter what its co!U. And 
in order to achieve this they abandoned honesty and glnerally 
stopred at nothing, no matter how low, which would further their 
ends. We should never have thought it rossible that one could 
resort to such methods in order to force an alleged " victory". 

At first 1t had been decided that the congress af the U.S.I. 
should take place in Milan from the 18th tq 20th of february and 
that the more distant sections would be refunded the expenses 
incurred in sending representatives. When, accordingly, we 
prepared to participate in the congress, we were suddenly 
mformed that the congress had been postponed and would meet 
in Rome instead of in Milan. . . . · 

On what grounds had the Executive Committee decided 
upon this change? . · 

It was intended to make it appear that this r,econsider<).tion 
of definitely adopted decisions had been arrived at as the result 
of the protests of a. few unimrortant organizations in Tuscany 
which exist more in name than in reality. That was only a 
pretext, however; the real motive were the wishes of the Anarchist 
clique in Rome, with its master Armando Borghi. 

The congress was overcowded with officials of all des
criptions, who were always ready to support the leaders whose 
admini1stration their organizations had tolerated for so many 
years without ever venturing to introduce some sort of control, 
apart from such "control" as can be exerted by a congress 
which meets every other year. 

Owing to the fact that we live so very far away from 1 
Rome, we, Borghi's antagonists, could on Jhe other hand send but 
a limited number of delegates, although under the rules which 
were by no means favorable for us, we were entitled to a larger 
number of representatives. Our srokesmen did, however, 
represent the only sound part of the organizati<On, that section 

· which exists not merely on the books in order to help fonn a 
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fictive majority, but is a real fact-fully four-Mths of the mem
bers of the U.S.I. were represented by our 20 delegates. 

· In consequence of the machinations prior to and at the 
congress, all our endeavors were in vain. Every delegate was 
entitled to one vote which resulted in the votes of the section 
Andrilas with from three to four thousand members carrying 
more weight than the four vote!! of Bari and Ceriguola with 
more than 30,000 organized members behind them. 

We protested vehemently and in no uncertain terms against 
this congress and its decisions and against the underhanded 
methods by means of which a minority comrelled the majority 
to accept i1ts decisions. In accordance with the statutes we 
demanded that a new congress be called within the next three 
months, at which the votes are to be assigned as prescribed by 
the statutes and on the basis of the membership of 'fhe various 
sections. If this justified demand is scorned by the U.S.I. leaders, 
the congress will be called by our section. We are convinced 
that a congress organized in accordance wii!h the statutes and 
truly representing the various tendencies will decide in our 
favor by a great• majority. 

We now wish to deal here with another, not less character
istic aspect of the negotiations in Rome. 

Even three weeks after these occurrences we can only think 
with contempt of the congress and the peorle who made of i1 
a platform from which to utter base slander against revolutionary 
Russia and low denunciations against Communist comrades. 

The cream of the Anarchists in Rome who attended the 
congress as guests, played· together with the officialdom marsh
al1ed by Borghi, the role of representatives of non-existing 
organizations; these worthies tried to excel each other in defaming 
Soviet Russia. · 

Armando Borghi added insult to injury by elaborating his 
sharp if unjustilfied criticism on the Communists with base 
allegations. By what they achieved at the .cohgress, Borghi and 
his purpets have advanced the cause of the Fascisti and the 
government. 

During the Genoa conference the .Fascisti found sufficient 
material for their campaign against Soviet in the Anarchist press. 
The ceaseless Anarchist press propaganda against Soviet Russia 
and Communism suprlied the Fascisti with all the arguments they 
needed. The attitude of the Borghi crowd at the congress was 
but an episode m the whole infamous campaign. No wonder that 
the Fascisti enthusiastically applauded Borghi's anti-Russian 
mouthings and that they designated them as "the beginning 
recovery" of Italian Syndicalism. And all that at a time when we 
are daily threatened wi,th death, when the noble "reconstructors" 
attack and demolish our organizations . with unparalleled 
brutality. 

We merely state these facts-without accusing our anta
goqists of acting against their better knowledge. On the day of 
battle we must forget all doctrinaire differences of opinion and 
only r~call them on the .day .of vi:ctorY:. Today it is our duty to 
proclaim the glory of victonous Russia whom so many pygmies 
dared defame, while we-let that bear witness to our own 
ignominy-could do nothing to ease the great Russian people's 
Calvary, whither it travels in the cause of its liberation and 

· reconstruction. · 
Hence we, t~e fraction of Revolutionary Syndicalists, 

countered the Borghi crowd's cry in Rome " Down wi~h Soviet 
Russia! '' with the deeply felt wish: '' Long live Soviet Russia!" 
H.ence we repeat ~oday yesterday's declaration of. o.ur solidarity 
With the Commumst Comrades. Between Mussohm and Lenin 
Serrati and Lozovsky, Moscow and Amsterdam, the Russia~ 
and the Italian government, there can be l:ut one choice-we side 
with Soviet R.ussia and all that belongs to it! 

I IN THE INTERNATIONAL I 
The Communist Party of Russia 

and the Tactics of the Communist 
International. 

• * The Commu~ist Party of Ru~sia at its lithe Party Con
gress on the 4th Apnl adopt·ed the following resolution: 

. " After hearing the rerort on the activities of the represen-
ta!ives of the Communist Party of Russia in the Communist 
lnternati?nal during the pas~ year, the 11th Party Congress of the 
Commumst Party of Russia approves of these activities and 
declares itself to be in perfect accord with the poliitical course 
adopted by the Communist International. 

The 11th Party Congress expres.ses its particular solidarity 
with the tactics of the united front as finally formulated at the 

Session of the Enlarged Executive of the Communist International. 
The Session of the Enlarged Executive of the Communist Inter
national recognized the necessity for carrying out the tactics of 
the united front with due regard to the concrete conditions in 
each particular country. 

In a country in which, as in Soviet Russia, the state power 
is in the hands of the working class lea by a Communist . Party, 
the carrying out of the tactics of the united front consists in the 
following: . 

The Communist Party must not in any event shut itself 
off from the outside but, for the purpose of conferring over the 
most important measures for the guidance and control of the 
state, must !:ring into consultation representatives from an ever 
wider circle of the non-party working masses. The Communist 
Party must ever be mindful of the fact that successful carrying 
out of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat is only possible rrovided 
that support is received from the whole working class. The Com
munist Party must repeatedly remind each of its members that it 
is his foremost duty to bnng all the toiling masses mto the 
economic and political life of the country, independent of the 'fact 
whether this or that one belongs to the Communist Party or not. 
In the capitalist countries the whole state apparatus (Parliament, 
Press, School; etc.) is used by the possessing class, frequently 
with the support of the Social Democrats, to deceive and oppress 
the ltlasses. In a Soviet Country the Communist Party has to do 
everything in order to employ the whole state apparatus for the 
most far-reaching enlightenment of the working masses, the 
education of all workers without distinction .in the spirit of 
Socialism. 

In particular the most important task of the Communist 
Party in a Soviet country is the education of the whole youth 
of the Working Class in this spirit, without exception. 

The carrying out of the tactics of the united front in a 
Soviet country. requires of the ~o~n:tunist Party the ability to 
meet at 'the nght moment the JUStifiable demands of the non
party masses, to grant them necessary concessions, to consider 
together with them every measure of state and economic recon
struction and gradually to raise them to a higher and higher 
level, without for a moment being isolated from .them. 

The tactics of the united front are being taken into con
sideration in view of the conditions of Soviet Russia, in all the 
resolutions of the 11th Party Congress of the Communist Party 
of Russia. . 

With regards to the grours and parties in Russia belonging 
to the 2 or 2Y. Internationals (Mensheviks, Social Revolutionaries, 
etc.) the 11th Party Congress of the Communist Party of Russia 
declares as follows: 

The idea and purpose of the policy of the united front 
consists in bringing ever-growing masses of workers into the 
struggle against capital, not even., hesitating at making repeated 
appeals to the leaders of the 2 and 2Y. Internationals, to lead 
such an united struggl'e. 

In the event of the majority of the workers having created 
its class representttion: that is to say, its Soviet rerresentation, 
but not a "common national representation", i.e. one in common 
wjth the bourgeoisie, and overthrown the political dominati!on 
of the bourgeoisie, then the tactics of the united front cannot 
possibly consist in appealing to parties such as the Mensheviks 
(Social Democratic Labor Party of Russia) and the Social Revo
lutionaries (Party of the Social Revolutionaries) as these have 
proved themselves to be enemies of the Soviet Government. The 

• extension of influence over the working masses has to be brought 
al:out under the Soviet Government not by arpeals to Mensheviks 
and Social Revolutionaries, but by the methods mentioned above. 

The llth Party Congress of the Communi's! Party of 
Russia is firmly convinced that in no circumstances will the 
leaders of the 2 and 2Y. Internationals, who have undertaken 
the defence of the Mensheviks and Social. Revolutionaries succeed 
in frustrating the fonnation of an united front amongst the 
workers of those countries in whkh the continued rule of the 
tourgeoisie compels the workers to unite against capital. 

Tile Convention of. the Communist 
Party of Aust~ia. 

by W. Koenen. 

The Communist Party of Austria which is developing 
under the greatest difficulties, held its Fifth Party Convention 
in Vienna· from the 25th to 27th of March. The attendance of 
delegates was surprisingly good which, together with the 
detailed report of the Central Committee was evidence that the 
Communists had obtained a firm footing in all the cities and 
industrial districts of Austria. The delegates from Vienna as 
well as from the Provinces were throughout good proletarian 
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functionaries from the factories. Equally noteworthy was the 
acknowledgedly. high level sustained in the debates during the 
Convention. Singu1arly enough, the dispute regarding the new 
Organization Statutes of the Party occupied the central position 
on the agenda. But it was in no way a petty q!-larr~l over 
organization that raged over these statutes. The qUJte v1g?rous 
but businesslike discussions revealed rather the earnest will to 
make up what the Austrian Communists have up to now not 
sufficiently regarded: the building of a well-constituted, firmly 
knit organic foundation for the political party work. 

Tens of thousands, certainly more than a hundred thousand 
revolutionary proletarians have in the storm{ political times 
of recent years, under the pressure of soda needs, political 
enthusiams or enthusiasm for Soviet Russia attached themselves 
to the Communist Party of Austria. But the Party did not know 
how to retain this mass of workers stirred up by need or 
enthusiasm within the network of its organization, in order to 
convert them into conscious Communists within the Party. The 
present exact registration shows the party as possessing 15,000 
paying members. The great part of these ({)ver 8,000) are 
registered in Vienna. · 

Afte the Unity Congress of the Party of last year which, 
brought into the party some officials experienced in political" 
work and organization, the party began, at first hesitatingly 
and tentatively but later on more boldly and energetically to 
create a rel\1 political organization, a central Communist Party 
which is prepared to rally the masses and to lead them. At the 
present Party Congress it was reported that the work of organi
zation has been to a certain extent completed and that only 
political recognition has to be given it by the minutely detailed 
new statutes. 

And in fact the almost comp!eted work of organization 
was expressly only politically submitted to the Congress to 
decide upon. Do you want a centralised ready-for-action organi
zation which is based upon localities as well as upon factories? 
Do you want the political permeation of the whole city by means 
of an information service, group work, illegal propaganda work? 
Do you want a Communist Party which will use all means to 
capture power, or do you only want at the head mere discussion 
clubs and below ·disconnected factory groups as has been the 
cose in the past? Either a strict centralization upon a demo
cratic basis or federalistic democracy, either party discipline or 
liberty . .of opinion, either a real section of the Third International 
or intellectual and financial inder:endence, these were the 
questions sharply defined. After a thorough and lively discus
sion, the liguidators-Strasser and his followers-speculating 
upon federalism, democracy, liberty of opinion and independence 
met with a crushing defeat. Only one out of sixty delegates 
voted for their principles. Some workers opposed certain clauses 
of the statutes on the ground of various "'left wing" confusions; 
they nevetheless grasped the political point in question. In spite 
of certain differences they all voted unanimously for the prin
ciples involved in the theses which the Central Committee clearly 
and ab~y submitted through Comrade Frey and in the minor 
practical collateral questions the majority also agreed to the clear 
centralistic formulation. 

By this the K.A.G. (Levi) tendencies were completely 
defeated. The unfortunately all too short discussions upon the 
political and tactical quest:ons revealed no differences whatever. 
After survey and consideration of the world situati{)n and the 
Austrian policy le tactical policies with regard to increase of 
prices, taxes, the. tited front and trade union work were laid down 
in detailed resol :.ons in the sense of the decisions of the Third 
Congress. In these political discussi{)ns, short as they were, it 
was plainly to be seen that not only the leading comrades but 
also the functionaries of the Communist Party of Austria in 
general have learned much from the deliberations of the Third 
Congress and that they understand m{)re .and more how to put 
this experience to practical use. The result of tlie new elections 
to the Central Committee give some guarantees that the leader
ship of the Party corresponding to its smallness will be cautious 
but energetic and decisive and adopted to the critical situation 
of Austria. It,is more united than it has been in the past and 
will have a greater capacity for work. 

If the Party had up t{) now a relatively great influence in 
the ranks of the socially very badly situated members of the 
Reichwehr it has 'now almost the sole leadership of the con
tinually increasing masses of unemployed, the victims of the 
policy of the Social Democrats. It is true that the party is fight
ing against an almost overwhelming Social Democratic Party 
which up to now has been free from any splits and in spite 
of its supine policy still controls the masses of the workers; it 
is true that the Party has to face the astutest, most experienCld 
and trained of all the opportunist Social Democratic leaders, 
but the last year's work of the Communists of Auatria and their 

last Party Convention are proof to us that now after slow 
beginnings the development and growth of the Communist Party 
will proceed with steady and increasing rapidity. The objective 
conditions are also more favorable than .ever. 

THE RED TRADE UNION 
INTERNATIONAL 

Circular 
On the Participation of Women In the 
Revolutionary Trade _Union Movement. 
**To all Revolutionary Trade Unions and Adherents of the Red 
Trade Union International! 

The question of women's work once again occupies tbe 
foreground of interest for the proletarian dass struggle. The 
badly paid women workers are used by the bourgeoisie as com
petitors of the more highly remunerated men in the strugle 
for the suppression of the whole working class. This 
competition appears particularly acute where the employers have 
taken up the general offensive · in order to surmount the crisis 
in which the capitalist system and the whole social order is 
involved as a consequence of the war, at the expense of the 
working class. 

During the war women were employed in large masses 
in the· industries. The number of women workers in Europe 
and America increased by minions. Immediately following the 
conclusion of the war there t·ook place wholesale dismissals of 
the women from the workshops in order to make room for the 
demobilised men. 

The trade-union organisations affiliated to the Amsterdam 
Trade Union Federation, who, during the war allied themselves 
with their natilonal bourgeoisie, have done nothing to secure the 
simplest human rights for women. They have done nothing to 
oppose the lower payment of women's labor. They have done 
nothing against the setting aside and limitation of those measures 
which were introduced before the . war for the protection of 
women's labor. During and after the war they have done nothing 
for maternity and child welfare. They have done nothing against 
the abrogation of the eiO"ht~hour day and the reintroduction of 
night-work. As during the war they did nothing to oppose the 
frenzied wastage of women labor in the murderous war industries, 
the reformist trade-unions are now just as little prepared to do 
anything effective for the protec6on of women's labor. The 

. Amsterdam trade-unions every where support the lower payment 
of women's labor and join in mutual conferences with the 
employers to arrange for the dismissal of those same women 
workers whom during the war they, in <;ommon with the em
ployers, drove into the workshops under the lash of starvation. 
Yet the reformist trade-unions are now endeavoring to bring the 
workin~ women under their influence .and to use them against the 
revolutiOnizing of the trade-unions. 

The Executive Bureau of the Red Trade Union Inter
national considers it necessary to remind all its affiliated 
Organisations of the following decision of the First International 
Con~ress of Revolutionary Trade Unions on the question of the 
particiration of women in the trade-union movement: 

"The adherents of the Red Trade Union International must 
turn their most earnest attention to the drawing of working 
women into the revolutionary trade union movement. There 
must be no separate women's trade union organizations. The 
proletariat, as a unit, as a class, must shape its organizations not 
according to the sex of the worker, but according to industry. 

The Executive Bureau of the Red Trade Union Inter
national calls upon our comrades to work for the carrying out 
of this decision. An actilve campaign must be entered into: 

1. Against the formation of special women's unions. 
2. For the admission of women into those trade-unions 

where up to now their entrance has not been permitted. 
3. Equal pay for equal work. 
4. Against the reduction of protection for women's labor. 
5. For the extension of measures in regard to maternity. 

and child welfare. 
For the realization of these demands were must work 

among working women to induce them to take part in the revo
lutionary trade-union movement alongside of their men comrades. 
Women ·must take part in the group work in the ·workshops, in 
the Shop Councils in the Workers' Protection Committees, in the 
Propaganda Committees as well as in the work of the revo-
lutiiOnary trade-union movement. . . 

Only to the extent to which we are successful in getting the 
masses of women proletarians to take part in the systematic 
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struggle against capital and its lackeys, and to bring them into 
the ranks of the great proletarian united front against the 
bourgeoisie, will our fight for the capture and re':olutionizin!r 
of the trade unions be successful. Only thus w1ll the spht 
between the men and women victims of the exploitation of the 
capitalist system be avoided and th~ whole working class f_or~ a 
revolutionary power capable of Ji>Ultmg an end to the expl01tat10n 
of the male wage-earners and in particular o~ the women wage 
slaves. 

The revolutionary trade-unions and the supporters of t~e 
Red Trade Union International must devote more of the1r 
attention to activity among the women than hitherto, It is 
time to begin prepared and systematic organizatilon and pro
paganda work among the broad masses of proletarian women and 
to select certain comrades who are to be charged with the task of 
bringing in the working women into active participation in the 
organised revolutionary struggle. 

The task coJJ,sists in converting them into active fighters 
for the Social Revolution and the Dictatorship of the Proletariat. 
Only that union is worthy of membership in the Red Trade 
Union International which frees itself from the old prejudices 
regarding the women's question, takes up the strugg-le for the 
rrotection of women's labor and sets itself the aim of increasing 
the army of the Social Revolution by the addition of ':lew and 
indefatigable fighters from the ranks of the expl01ted and 
oppre sed working women." 

The Executi~e Bureau of the Red Trade Union International. 
General Secretary, A. Lozovsky. 

Moscow, April 5th, 1922. 

I THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT 

The International Women's Day 
in Germany. ' 

•• The week from March 8th to 15th was International 
Women's Day throughout Germany. Wherever proletarians live 
or small groups of our Party ~re !n existence, _our comra~es 
were busily working. The determmatwn of the entire proletanan 
to enroll the women, the poorest and most oppressed section 
of the working class, in the class struggle front, found every
where express;on. It is true t'hat this work was not eve~yw~ere 
accompliished with the same energy. Some smaller orgamzatwns 
accomplished more than larger groups of the Party. The former 
had not yet fully understood the vital importance of the pro
paganda among the women. 

Women's Day began with women's conferences in the 
various districts of the country. A special isue of "The Com
munist Woman" in which numerous illustrations and articles 
described the life and the sufferings of the laboring women, served 
as agitation material. Moreover a leaflet addressed "To the 
Women and Girls of the Laboring People" invited the toiling 
women to visit our large mass meetings on Women's Day. Our 
leaflet was heartily welcomed everywhere; in one nlace it even 
caused trouble to a too eager Police President who confiscated 
it because it " endangered public order". The agenda of the 
meetings in the various districts w~s different. IJ! these meetings 
we did not preach abstract theones to proletanan women, but 
in accordance with the definite instructions of the Central Com
mittee the speakers dealt with the daily life of the women toilers, 
with the increase of prices and taxes, the persecution of pro
letarian women on account of Paragraphs 218 and 219 of th~ 
Crirnlnal Law (prohibition of abortion). 

As to the press, not only the women's organs dealt with the 
International Women's Day, but the entire Party Press devoted 
part of its space to the women's propaganda· during the week 
preceding the Day. With the exception of a: few papers which 
somewhat neglected the women's problems, we can state that the 
Party Press fully complied with this task. 

The " Communist Trade Unionist" and the "Commune" 
and published introduction articles on Women's Day. During the 
entire week of March 8th to 15th the Press in the provinces 
published a series of articles dealing with the slogans of Women's 
Day. The question of the protection of mother and child, the 
diiSgraceful Paragraphs 218 and 219, the situation of the rural 
working women and other subjects of interests for the proletarian 
women, were treated in the entire Press. The demands of the 
women were emphasized in the newspapers in headlines: "State, 

where are the mothers' homes for the women, whom you force to 
enter childbirth by m~ans of Paragraphs 218 and 219?"; 
" Proletarian women, if you want to know where are the 
potatoes, ask the producers of brandy!" Many similar short 
phrases gave a lucid picture of the situation of the working 
women in the capitalist society. 

Our women's meetings which took place through Germany 
during the week preceding the Women's Day, proved that many 
proletarian women are attracted by the Communist Party. In 
many places our meetings were visited by women who never 
before had attended a political meeting, but were now convinced 
by the words of our speakers that it is their duty to join the 
struggle of their class. In other towns the manifestations resulted 
in mass processions, as was the case in Wiesbaden and Gotha 
were thousands of men and women gathered in the public square. 
In other places the laboring women marched in procession to their 
meeting places, carrying red flags. In Hamburg, Konigsberg, 
Leipzig, Frankfurt and in Berlin the meetings of the International 
Women's Day were large, united manifestations of proletarian 
men and women. 

A vigorous propaganda was also carri,ed on in the shops 
during the preceding week. Not only were our leaflet and the 
special number of the " Communist Women" distributed, but 
in some shops, where an especially large number of wom~n were 
employed, shop meetings were held. However, in many industrial 
places we have not yet succeeded in penetrating the shops where 
many women were employed and exploited. In many distric's 
with an extended home industry, as for instance the Erzg-ebirge
Vogtland, our speakers addressed thousands of women, working 
in the home industry and suffering from hunger and. misery. 
These women had been mobilized by the systematic agitation 
of our district organization. 

The final success of Women's Day can not yet be 
ascertained in detail. Yet everywhere we already notice a more 
lively participation of the women in the work of the Party. 
Women's classes and women's agitation evenings are either being 
established or reorganized. A more lively movement among the 
wom~n against the disgrace of Paragraphs 218 and 219 on the 
prohibition of abortion began after the International Women's 
Day. And the comrades of the Party have also been favorably 
affected by the Day. They begin fully to appreciate the work 
among the women and are starting to conquer one of the 
strongest t.ulwarks of reaction-the hearts and minds of the 
female proletariat. 

RELIEF FOR RUSSIA 

Attention! 
**For the first time since the October Revolution in Russia 

both private persons and lator organizations are enabled to 
purchase numerous true pictures, original photograrhs of the 
life of the Russian people. 

The Foreign Commirttee of the International Workers' 
Relief for the Famine Striken in Russia calls the attention of all 
concerned to 1,100 different photographs (taken from 1917 to 
1920) which are to be sold . Prices on inquiry. 

The series comrrise the following.-Agriculture, industry 
and technique; politics (History of the revolution-Red Army); 
trade-union and women's movement; education (schools-children 
welfare-youth movement); art (theatre-statues, etc.) and 
science; landscapes and pictures of cities, peoples of the Feder
ative Soviet Republic and the autonomous regi·ons, leaders, 
heroes and martyrs of the Russian proletarian revolution; 
snarshots of the Congresses of the Third International, of the 
Eastern Peoples etc. Furthermore, the famine catastrophe 
(extent-causes-results), epidemics etc. and the fight against the 
famine; the international relief, especially the productive assist
ance of the illlternational proletariat. 

All inquiries should be addressed to the 

Auslandsk0111itee (Abt. Bild) Berlin NW. 87, Wickinger Ufer 3, 
Germany. 

Labor press, please reprint! 

Printed by Friedrichstadt-Druckerei 0. m. b. H., Berlin SW. 48 • 
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