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tnscribed on every \ull,'co to speak. The atmosphere is salura-
it. A regime of iron.
- '“gu't ulvoaeg who ha ed (o enter within the sphere of
influence of the Fasast state at the beginning of the new year,
could suddeny observe a ftypical incidenl, whicl is the more
novel, in that {l would not have been poss ble betore the"eelablns.h-
ment of this sirong government: The “Royal Guards”, that is,
the agents of the siate police, were dissatisfied with thz decrce
for their fus.on with the Carabinieri, and in Turin, Nales, and
other places they mutinied and set fire fo the olfices of ihe
Fascisti-quite in accordance with Fascist methods. The Turin
newspapers reportng these cvents were conf.scated. But one
fact is wn which only shows what a really sirong government
is capable of: The troops of mutinying Koyal Guards forced
their way info_the cafés of the cenire of Turin, compeiled the
h'oh society visitors to rise to their feet, and force: lhgq\. at
th: point of the revolver to shout “Down with Mussolini”.

On this occason the Carabinieri and the Fascist troops
succeeded in getting the uprcr hand again for the governm:nt.
The “Fascisified” police will proceed on very diferent lines in
the future. In anticipation of the organization of the Facist
nationzl militia, which organizes the Fascist troops under
Mussolini’s commands, groups of black shirts have commenced
doing duty in the most important towns, as a support to the Ca-
rabinieri and the police officials. They perform the duties of
the political and crimnal police, as well as of maintenance of
order and public morality. Fascism is also fo;qg to abolish
crime. The first deeds of the Fascist patrols, forcing their way
in.0 houscs and beating and arresting peaceful citizens, are so
scandalous, that General De Bonno, chief of police and
enthusiastic Fascist, has been obliged to adopt prompt counter
measures. He disavows the actions of the Fascist troop police,
and states they can only be permitled to work when accompan
by an authorized state official. The Fascist methods of con-
trolling the calés are particulary semsational, for here the police
assume the riihl. as guardians of public morality, of acting ‘ike
custemers — but without paymf. ; ‘

Thieves and crimnals of every description will be dealt
with by the Fascisti. The traditional system of investigation is
replaced b{e a more up-to-date procedure: for instance toriure.
Either conless or have your bones and limbs broken by the ser-
vanis of justice, Recently the whole of Rome was thrown into
a state of excitemant by { ludnapging of a child. The Fascisti
declared thai they would find the kidnappers immediately. No-
body had any icea who these were. eanwhile some suspec s
hady been arrested, and several of them admitted their gu.!t
under the infiuence of Fascist brute force. The child has not
been found, but justice has been done.

An efficient government must be well irformed of
everything, and keep an eye on the enemics of the fatherland.
In Milan the Fascist election commiitee considered it necessary
fo carry out a political conirol of the inhabitants, The com-
mittee did not appz to the chiei of police for this purpose,
but to the landfords, who are close friends of the Fascisti
as the latter have done away with the siaie limitations to rents.
Every landlord received a question form in which he had. to
fill ‘n oll pafticulars regarding his tenants, including their poli-
ticai o7'rions. These were quite innovalions.

. There is "also the censor for letiers and mnewspapers.
Oifficiaily this control does not exist. The governin:nt denies its
exislence. The sole communist Qﬁ.p"' the Lavoratore in Trieste,
published the truth regarding the mutiny of the Royal Guards.

¥

The police immediately appeared and confiscated the rugc, and
the’paper appeared with a large blank. The workers fought for
a copy of the paper, the whole edition was sold out at once. Great
rage on the part of the president of police, who warned the
chief edilor the next day: “You are not permitted to publish your
daper with blank spaces. The government does not desire it”.
{Ve have decided on the next occasion to fill in the censored space
by publishing a folk song: “Foor Theresa”. The song is not
new, but we are not inventive as the Fascisti.

/ Fasc.sm liquidates old officialdom. = Fresh forces are wan-
ted, young forces, qualified workers! And Mussolini’s followers
occuppy every high state position. A new life has begun. . .

(Vhen drinking h's coffee one morning, Mussolini —
“after a moment of sharply concentrated deliberation” — appoine
ted the deputy Edoardo Torre, pharmaceutical chemist by pro-
fession, to the position of mnister for railways.

We shall not speak of the reforms announced by him In
an interview. After many declarations and prom’ses about
clearing out the red railwaymen, a courageous jourualisl venlurad
to ask Torre what he thought of the great delicit in the railway
budget But the new minister is a lascisi; he auswered fear-
lessiy: “l1 shall state my opinion after the accounts have beea
calculated”.” Great admiration.

All the uewspapers reported the following episode: The
new mnister (ravelled about He occupied himselt with instruc-
ting the staff with regard to discipline. Suddenly he sprang out
of the train at one slat.on, made a trem>ndous fuss, and threatened
the most frightful punishmemis Why? The train was not heated.
A diffident railwayman ventured into the compariment which
had been occupied by the mimster, and ascertained that . . . . the
handle of the healing regulator was turned over (o ‘“cold”.
Technical knowledge triumphed Fascistically!

We will not speak here of the persecutions of the revo-
lutionists, nor of the new principles of justice coming into
force. As fgr inslance the amnesty. All punishable acts commit-
ted on the occasion of political conflicts are to be amnestied on
one condition: that these deeds were comm:ited for national pur-

oses. In this naive manner, the few Fascisti aclually condemned
or arson and murder are liberated. Bul the crue'lest senfences
co;nliuue to be passed on the workers who dared to defend them-
selves.

The printing offices of our newspaper have been invaded
and destroyed. here is one office where the Fascists tome
every time they require any thinf; they complete the destruction,
and take away anything they find useful, typewriters and the
like. Legalily, we occupy the premises. But il we want to save
our property, we must do so by night and by the aid of a master
key. o-day I reccived news that the comrades hive ‘“stolen
another seiting machine”. This is actually the case.\ We have
‘“stolen” the machine, which belongs to us Another Fascist
SUCCESS.

In Rome the Fascisti set fire to the business premises
of our publishers’ bookseliing establishment. They then accomo-
dated one of their clubs on the premises. We were insured
against damaﬁes caused by rict. The insurance company infor-
mad us that they will not pay: The loss, so they say, has not been
occasioned by riot as stated in the confract, but by the revo-
tution. Arlicle so and so excludes this from claim {o comrens
sation . . . ., Revolulion! We cannot define the Fascist revolution
theoretically- and political'y as such. but it has probably created
80 many new occas.ons for insurance that we shall lose the law-
suit against the insurance compauny. Fascist Italiy is interesting.
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The Federation of Soviet Renublicé«

By /. Stalin.*)

Tle correspondent of the Inprecorr in Moscow interviewed
comrade Salin on the union of the Soviet republics: et
Stalin exjressed the fclowing opinions: cpublics: comrade

' The alliance oi the independent socialist Soviet republic
o @ unilied federative state, consummated at the first l!'el:!elrl::
uve“CQx-glnsS atl ihe end of December 1922, representis a new

. "ilu‘ :?m{w opment of the movement towards union, already

. During the years of civil war and intervention. :
existence of the Soviet republics was in deadly dzﬂxg"e'r,dﬁthlx
republics were obliged to form a military alliance in order fo
secure lh’exr very existence. This phase of military alliance is
now, at tie end of 1921 and. the begiuning of 1622, passing into
4 new phase of development,}orthe great capitalist powers have
lost faith n the power of in‘ervention, and are attempting to
re-estabish capitalist Krogrty in Russia by diplomatic and not
by _mlln:'try n.ethods, At Genoa and at the ¥iague the diplomatic
united jront of the Soviet republics acted as a counter force
fo the diplomatic pressure of capitalism. The agreement
of the 8 independent Soviet republics, and the Republic of the
Far East, formed ou this basis after the Genoa conference must
be designated as a creation of this united front. But lafer on
he Russian Socialist Federative Soviet Republic proved insuffi-
cient; :{le ueces;‘ly' w‘as felt for a closer alliance. '

tiong the faclors pressing the Soviet republics to uni
one of (h: most important is the internal zcoaapn‘:ic silualianogi
the republics: the great dearth of resources resulting from the
7 years of war; the insufficient financial means at their disposal
for proper utilization and development of the fundamental
branches of production. Another factor is the natural div sion
dndm::lt lnxstg;rgca!l'y o&nglg:ﬁng in the economies of the republics,
a uniformi ~the t i
!aderal_iron. y raffic network covering the whole
. The alliance was further dictated by the positi

Soviet repullics with regard to other coun{riel. he 3:;.::;“35
attacks on the part of the capitalist powers demands a gaited
army and a united military front,— especially now that the Red

%) Meher of the CEC of the Federation of Socialist
Republics, and Peopie's Commissar for Nationaliier

Army is reduced to 600,000 men. Besides bei liabl ili
ut.ucﬂs, the Soviet republics are exposed io 1'1'1'5 d‘;ngeerwo;";'c‘(l):z
mic isolation, of being boycotted by the capitalist great powers,
The events that preceded the conference of Lausanne, and those
:)(: f)t,;l();l z‘llnd qlht.j ‘Haguet,)lshow the endeavour of the Fnfenfe

solate the Soviet re i i
relalion}r_s a e ucccs!;)il:y.ua Unity with regard fo foreign
. Finally, the fofmation of a united federati f iali
'Sfmet republics is acfually dictated by the a:l:r:o':;lotll:ogl;:;::
as opposed fo that of any bourgeois government, in that it ig inter-
a«gz;:r_:al in ifs es?culce, and brings every pressure upon the

orking masses of t t i iti i

eocialig?hfamily. ie separate nationalities fo unite into one

e combination of all {

- fu’rr & alliance.l n of all these factors has prepared the
The initative towards the alliance has been fak

republics themselves. Three or four months ago tl:emre:t{b!ti::

of Aserbaidshan, Georgia, and Armenia, brought up the ques-

tion of forming an alliance of republics; the Caucasian republics

were joined by the Ukraine and White Russia .

_ On December 10, the alliance was decided upon by the
Soviet congress of the Caucasian Federation; on December 13,
by the Soviet congress of the Ukraine; and after this decision
had also been accepted by the last All-Russian Soviet Congress*
Ll:‘e [I)wrst f,“”{é‘""’fﬁ,"‘?& of the Soviets was held in Moscow

ecember 30, and, i iali i i
" mﬂm e ration of Socialist Soviet Republics
This Union was joined by: the R.S.F.S. i
federative body, the 'l_'nm-Cauc!aian Re Ra'h:.a: :m &d
erated whole (Aserbaidshan, Georgia, Armen a), the Ukraine
and White Russia. The 2 Soviet republics, Bukhara and Khiva
z'.'"{fl we ‘:‘:! socn,rllx.st l'!)uSt .feoﬂe': republics, are not included
ration, e RS.F,
in She Jodes S.R. forms the greater part of the

The fundamental principle of the ‘Federation

republ i i

E R o g il e sl righs o
supreme organs of Federation of the S.S.

blics are: the Federati Executive Comumitee,

proportional the

is that the
and refain
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People’s Commissars, elected by the former body as its Executive
organ, As regards the separale conumissariats, those fur foreign
trade, army, navy, fraffic, and foreign relations, are amalgama-
fed, so that special commissariats in the separate republics will
cease 0 exist; ou the other hand the commissariats for finance,

litical economy, local government boayds, labor, and inspec-
fi?m. will be retained in each repubiic, but in such a manuer that
they act in accordance with directions issued by the correspon-
ding commissariais of the federative centre. ~The remaining
commiiissarials, as those for agriculture, justice, education, inter-
nal alfairs, etc, having special reference to the customs and
habits, cultural level, and to the special forms of land cultivation
and jurisdiction of the various peoples, are let to the indepen-
dent regulation of each of the allied republics.  One elfect of
this is to secure the freedom of nationgl development of the
peoples belonging to the Federation of Soviet Republics.

This is the form of peacelul relations, of fraternal co-
operalion, of more than 50 nationalities, within the limits of a
united siale now crealed on the fromtier between Europe and
Asia. This is the solution of the nationality ques.ion which has
been found by the Soviet republics. What the old and much
priused bourgeois democracy has failed to Aaccomplish has been
performed at one blow by the new Soviet democracy. The

coples formerly held together by Tsarism, with the aid of the
nmux, within the limiis ol a single state, and who strove towards
independence with every fibre of their being, these peopics
have now united of their own accord to form a united s ate
federation, and to point to the world the way towards the for-
maiion of the Sociclist World Soiiet Republic,

I POLITICS

The Communist Successes in the
Norwegian Municipal and Rural
Council Eiections
By "Alfred Aakermann (Christiania).

‘ihe mugicipal and rural district elections took place in
Norway in October and December. The Communist Party ran
capdidates in 53 fowns.. In all, 560 communisis were
elecied out of 2,170 membres of muaicipal administrative bodies.
The conscrvatives, including the associations of nou-party
citizens, won 775 seats, the democratic parties 246, right-socialists
254, laud owners, prohibilionisis, and other non-polilical groups
285,  The labor parties have a majority in five municipalities;
In five others they have as many seats as the bourgeois bloc,
which in pine tows, including the capital city has only one more
vote than the labor parties. ‘

During the next three years the communists will be the
strongest party in ‘Bergen, 1'rcndh'em, and 13 other {fowns.

’

_ The socinhsit;se %lo:ahe right take thehl:ad in 13 oihler towns. With
ard o 1 is partics, there is a purely conservative
,l;engjonly only in loumrmphcea. principally where the prohibitionists
are unpopular, mn the remaining municipalitics they have a
relative majority, the decision lying here with the few democratic
peliticians of the middle class.”
At the municipal elections in 1919 the labor parly won
630 seats. On fhe occasion of the split which fock place two
later, a great part of the elected town councillors joined
social democrats, and form.n special organizations, for the
most in opposition to the old party drganization. Afier the
split was a ofal of 333 followers of the party majority and
244 social democratic secessionists in 47 municipalities. 501 com-
: i have been elected in these

now
] equally great inferest. At

the parliamentary clection last year the social democrats for the
first time set up their own candidates. In 44 towns the{’ then
received 42,000 votes as compared with 80,000 received the
ts. This time the fwo parties received at the municipal

in the same towns, 30.000 and 85000 votes resp:ctively,

-
i
8
f
I

on municipal sullrage—the righ{ to vole being dependent on
two years residence in the muaicipality—are distinctly unfavour-
able for the working class.

The rural elections displayed ihe same political character
as those in the cities. The couniry disiricts comprise almost
two thirds of the total population, and represent a very impor.ant
factor ol local adminisiration, As already mentioned, the rural
elections took place in October, ‘The conumunists gained an
absolute majority in 27 rural councils. In nine otirers they
possess one hall of the total seats. In 25 other rural disirict
councils the combincd labor parties have the virtual majority,
In one province the parly received almost one hali of the tofal
voles. Here 14 communisi district councillors were elected out of
29 councillors, so that {he communisis have almost the majority
in the district meetings of this exlensive district. A fotal of
1,800 communists and 500 socialists were clected to the rural
councils. At the ele-tions three years ago the labor parties had
only 2,050 seats in all,

The new municipal and rural councils scon will be con-
vened. In consequence of the election results the Norwegian
Communist Party will reccive a large number of chairman’s
(mayor’s) positions, the imporfance of which varies according to

ciicumslances.  The commumsis have gained great influeuce in
the three most important towns of Christiania, Pergen, and
Troudhjem, &nd have created a wost edvantageous siluation for
the working class by breaking the power hitherto ex:rcised by
the reactionaries. The next step taken by the party will Le the
formation  of a union of municipal ~and = rural councils,

adminisiered by the woikers, as an instrument for aiding the
workers to represcnt their common inferests it the class war.

ECONOMICS

On the Denominaiion of Paper
Money in Soviet Russia
By E. Preobrashensky.

For the second time the Soviet government has struck off
a few naughts from the figures of its paper money, that is, it has
carried out a denomination. That we may be clear as to the
signifiance of this proceeding, let us first ask the question: What
is the difference belween a denomination and an actual devalua.
tion or depreciation of a currency.

Devalution meaus a financial measure by which the state
transforms the depreciated currency of the couniry, according to
the rate of exchange, into new securities of fixed or gold value,
The state actually buys up the old monelary mediums at- their
market value, paying the owner either in gold, or in paper
securities of fixed or gold value. The bourgeois state which
underiakes such a devaluation thus declares its bankruptcy, for
bourgeois financial law considers the constani issue of fresh
rnper money for its budget requirements as a form of internal
oan. Furthermore, a serious devaluation implies that no further
issue of paper money will be made to cover £iidls, and assumes
as a pre-requisite,—conditions in the state itself, favorable to a
slable valuta.

Denomination, on the other hand, is purely a measure of
convenience. At the first denomrination in Soviet Russia last
year, for instance, 100,000 roubles of the old type were rendered
equal (0 one new rouble of the 1922 issue; 4 noughts were thus
struck off. At this {dear's denomination a new rouble becomes
equal to a million old roubles, or to 100 roubles of the 1922;
2 further naughts are thus struck off. “One rouble” is written

and spoken instead of “one million”; the rouble of 1922 is worth-

the hugdredth part of the new rouble; it is equal to a kopek.

. Denomination is thus simply a reduction of the gold
nominals; it does not alter the purchasing power in any way,
for this purchasing power is determined by the laws ulating
traffic i goods and mouney in the country. The ::ﬁ i
ficance of a denomination is a simplification of alcumion.um
denomination of 1923 has thus struck off 6 noughts at one time
from the old money as it was before 1922 But this was mot
done until the actual value had been struck off by the process
of t‘;d’:‘pre::mhon by the market itself, indeed {0 a much greater
extent.

_Neither does a decomination by any means signify the
fransition to a fixed rafe of exchange. The currency may con-

tinue to depreciate. In a country which has been forced fo

resort fo the issue of paper mony for man a
m.ﬁ@umumﬁm’muﬂm

.
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would be very inconvenient for various and would not
be a measure influencing the financial position of the country
in any essential manner.

The bourgeois states have of late been showing much
interest in the Russian denomination, but without comprehending
its real significance. Denomination is frequently regarded as a
method of expropriating the owners of paper money, What has
been said above suffices to show that s an idea can only be
held by the naive philistine. The owner of paper capital is ex-
propriated by the actual depreciation of paper mony in the

market, This depreciation may take place under two conditions;.

it is either the result of a ndous issue of paper money
multinﬁlirom the decay of economics (as in the Western coun-
tries with depreciating Currencies); or it is the result of a large
issue of paper money attendant on the circumsiance that, where
economics are being reconstituled, the factor of issue outweighs
all other factors in the improvement of the currency (as in
Russia to-day). But neither in the one case nor in the other is {here
any expropriation of a part of money capital as a result of the
denomination, which is nolhi:f more than a very limited resumé
of what has already happened. The false idea of denomination
also bears witness to a prejudice of bourgeois financial science.
This science invariably regards stale issue of paper money,
accompanying sinking ‘monetary standards, not as a particular
kind of fax, but as a certain form of credit operation at the
expense of the mone{ circulation of the country, though in
actual fact this is only the case when issues are made in the
interests of traffic, and the rate of exchange is fixed, that is,
under quite different financial conditions. Another naive con.
ception results from this: the expectation that a ~overnment
which has occupied itself for some years with the issue of paper
money could reimburse the population by raising the rafe of
exchange to pre—war value. Quite apart from the fact that
the values depreciated by the issues do not permit of reimburse-
ment, it is totally impossible from a financial view point to
replace precisely those values which have been lost by the fall
in the rate of exchange. Let the German or the Frenc overn-
ment make an attempt at compensating their citizens for the
losses they have suffered since the war { rough the depreciation
of the mark or the franc!

It may be said of the latest Russian denomination that it
‘mscd off quite painlessly. The new rouble has alread
the old “million”, or, as it has been colloquially expreuec{
“limone” (lemon); and it will not be long before every
one will have become accustomed 1o this new and much more
convenient method of counting money. But as soon as condi-
tions permit to undertake a real financial reform, that is, cendi-

has
bani
the

‘tions permitting a fixed rate of exchange, the question of outward

form will be of secondary importance. The actual question is
the liquidation of the budget deficit.

The Staie Bank of Russia
By A. Chvetzov,

L. Its difficulties and achievements,

Ihe Soviet State Bank recently celebraied its first anni-
versary. In , 1921, the fourth Pan-Russian Fxecutive
Session of the Soviets voted for the establishment of the state
bank which the new economic situation had made necessary. On
the 16th of November following, the State Bank (Gosbank) began
its operations.

... Ihe founding of the bank involved almost insurmountable
difficulties. Yet, within a year, one sees the appearance of a great
national bank, ilg a system of branches, and
firm in the i the ic,

Other equally serious difficulties have been overcome; for
instance establishment of credit. And in lﬂ:lyiniﬂthe ordinary
rules of credit under the ional circumstances following close
on-a social revolution, the has had no light task. How
fix the rate of discount and the interest on credit with a paper
non;z'l oon.::apngy mmng? "tmi.: to proceed
carefulty, , 10 compensate the losses of one venture
by the gains o uogm, until practical solutions were arrived
al. The bank issues notes on a gold basis and under favorable
circamsiances discounts commercial drafis. It finances nafionali-
zed industries, it contributes to the revival of culture by the
gl&?‘l:g of long-term credits and encourages the development

ness. :

e i, b s s
corn
revival has 0ot been ety sulficiens fon e a o pe

has supplemented it by the purchase of great quantities of

The Bank has played an important in the r of
!»gbflic‘ buildings both yin city and oounlr':"ln this :&'ﬁm
nitiative has largely encouraged and credits freely granted.

Before reviewing the chief results obfained by the Stafe
Bank in Russia, it should be remembered that they have had o
be atiained under the greatest possible diMficulties. The bank has
had to improvise, to adapt ilseli fo situations both mew and
unforeseen even by the experts; in short, to achieve revolutionary
resulis in a period of actual transition.

Note: the figures quoted in the following sections are in

gold roubles. ’
Il. Loans on Wheat.

The loans on wheat continue o be repaid. A total sum of
10 million gold roubles has been covered as follows:

1. To provincial branches of the Bank . 3,960,055 or 397 %
2 Sold at Moscow . . . ., . . . 2013084 , 201 %
3. Sold 1o State organs (To nationalized

industries and {o vo-operatives) . . 1,772,320 , 171.7%
4. Exchanfcd against merchandise with

nationalized industries . . . . . ., 257,680 " 26%
5. Given to co-operalives and fo state

organs on basis of long term loans 1,000,000 , 10.0 %
6. Sums turned over to various com-

missariats in payment of salary arrears 990,261 ,, 9.9 %
10,000,000 or 100 %

Most of the bonds have finally found their way into the
hands of the peasant population, which has received {hem in one
way or another, from private industry or administration and are
used for the payment of taxes in kind.

80 % oi the bo.ds have been exchanged against merchan-
dise or paid in ready monev. Thus the object of the loan, which
was to furnish the State Bank with resources which permit the
restriction of emissions, has been attained.

The loan on wheat has also accusiomed the mueu‘
especially in the country to appeal with confidence to {he credi
facilities of the State.

IIl. Loans for the purchase of Horses.

The lack of horses is one of the worst drawbacks for
agricultural Russia, 1uined b‘y 'mgrialist and civil war and by
famine. Counsequently, the Sfate Bank has, since Augusi, placed
important sums at the disposal of the peasants for the purchase
of horses. :

These credits are at the dis 1 of the Commissarial of
agriculture and of famine relief. The loan, bearing 5 % interest,
is to be repaid in two instalments by the ist of December, 1924,

Preference, in ditributing the loan, is given 1o those
injured in war and industry and 1o peasants who have lost their
horses either in the service of the state or as a result of a
public calamity,

I'he Commission for the Revival of Cattle Raising
examines all the horses received, so that the population receives
none but healthy animals. §

The horses are bought in Kuban, in the Orenbour:
region, in Siberia and in the Ukraine, The arrival of the firs
consignment of horses from Kazan, about the 20th of October,
created a great stir among the peasants,

The establishment of loans for the purchase of horses is
proving, in the rural disiricts, one of the most fortunate activities
of the State Bank. P

IV. The Development of Banking Operations.

The State Bank of Russia, ioday, possesses 133 brauches
(19 banks of deposit, 79 branches, %yugencia).

On January 1, 1922, its balance was reckoned at 4764
millions.

million roubles; on November 1st it was 71,321

Af the same time the current accounts hv&i’w from

171,800,000 0 17549 millions. Ou May 1, Bank .
possessed only 35 % of the fofal s issued by the Soviet Re»
lie, on szber ist, it refained in its va 17 %, which
cates a remarkable increase of business a rapid streng~
thening of the public confidence,
Mt_ undergone a similar development, Beginning
in April, rea mmammmmamwnn'
1st of May, it ined the sum of 6,031.7 on No-
vember 1si. ' e
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been lowered, since the 21st of June, to 2% per mounth (Up to
two moaths). i ) '
The State Bank has financed nationalized industries,
sometimes by transierring to them long ferm loans, on fthe
account of the Commi.sariat of Finance, somelimes :l guntmz
them direct credits, On the ist of June, the State Bank had con-
igned in this fashion, 550 millious, on July 1st 3,245, on August
:ﬁ, 6,773, on September 1st, 7,928 and on October 1st, 11,004,

At the end of March, the Bank began iis operations ia
agricultural credit. The loans granted to agriculture increased
successively from 11 millions (April 1sf), to 121 millicas (May
1st); 682 millions (August 1st); 1,136 (October 1st); 1,534 nullions
(November 1st). The credit was chielly granied 1o manulacturers
of farm machinery, to nationalized agricultural improvements, to
model cultivation enterprises, eic. Agriculiurgl credit can hardly
aitain any great exient without the hejp of agricuitural
co-operation,

Since November, 1921, the Bank has assumed the trans-
mission of capital 10 amd from Joreign couniries. At hirst, the
sums transmiited through the Bank were turned over io the
receivers in Soviet roubles, al the rale of exchange prevailing oa
that day. Afier May 1922, it could be done in loreign currency,
at first at a rate lixed by the Bank, later at a rafe established by
a special commission. It will scon be paid at the rate prevailing
on the money market. 1he State Bank will deduct a fax of 3 %
at Moscow and Petrograd, and of 5 % in the provinces.

Commencing in May 1922, the amount of capiial trans-
mifted o foreign countries through the agency of the State Baunk
had increased, by the 1st of Novemoer, to a total of 1,242,202
roubles, The Bank charges a tax ol liom 1.5 % to 2 % for these
operations. At first, this consisied almost entirely of small sums,
evidently for the personal use of the recipients. But the
remittances of a commercial characler have been . rapidly
multiplying for some mouths. In September, 930 consignments
ol capilal Russia to foreign countries were registered, of
which 239,250 gold roubles were in foreign currency and 195,750
fou roubles in actual Russian money. In Oclober there were

,162 consignments, a total of 356,708 roubles (One hali in
exchange).

To facilitate this transmission of money, the State Bank
is coutemplating the’direct alliance of its branches at Kiev,
Kharkov, Odessa, Rostov-on-Don, Miusk, Vitebsk, Novorossiisk,
Nikolaev, Ekaterinoslav, Elisavetgrad and Homel, with foreign
countries, This alliance exisis, as yet, only in Petrograd and
Moscgw. :

st <o e

THE LABOR MOVEMENT

The Re\?oluﬂonary Trade Union
Movement in 1he Balkans
By Q. Dimitrov.,

The trade union movement in the Balkan states (Bulgaria,
Yugolavia, Roumania, and ‘lurkey) is comparatively
young. With the exception ol the trade unmion organizations
within the ferritory of the one-time Austro-Hungarian state, which
was united to Yugoslavia, the trade unions of the other Balkan
countries have been formed during the last 20 years.

The trade union movement in the Balkans is dcvelop.iﬁ
in the aimosphere ol a violent class war between labor
capital. The cm:gﬁﬁoa and prossure of the considerably more
mw organi European capifalism has cavsed
workers to be exploited with a barbarism which only finds
comparison in the rd colonial and semi-colonial countsies.

Even Lefore the war the trade unions were forced fo carry
on long and difficult s les for every trifling improvement in
working conditions, while in many other European countries cer-

tain improvements were gained by means of peaceful negotiations

capi
The trade unions of the Balkan stales bave had to fight

for the bare right of existence, have had fo defend themselves
against many a involving great ccnilicts and sacrifices.

has been even less room for a frade union burcaucracy ready to
play flunkey to the bourgeoisie.

This objectively explaius wh{, in the Balkan states, the
trade unions Jid uot permit themselves to be made the tools of
imperialism, even before war was declared, as did the trade
umons of Germany, France, England, and other couniries, but
on the contrary, armed themseives against the imperialist war,
and condemned the treachery ol the Amnsterdam International.

This is also the explanation of the remarkable fact that all
attempis made by the reformists, alter the war and at the present
time, 1o intluence the trade unions, or to creafe their own orgauis
zations, have been unsuccessiul.

In this respect Bulgaria and Yugoslavia offer a noteworthy
example. Fhe reformist trade union centre existing in Bulgaria
up to the war joined the Red ceuntre in Oclober 1920, the laiter
being affiliated 1o the R.ILL.U. siuce ils foundation. This effected
the complete unity of the Bulgarian trade union movement, a unity
entirely revolutionary.

After the revolutionary trade unions were destroycd
Yugoslavia, the reformists endeavoured to head a legal trade unluﬁ
movement.  But alibough they were aided by the governmeni (o
take possession of the buildings, funds, furnishings, ete. of the
revoluliunur]y trade unioas, shill they did not succeed in winning
over more than a lew dozen deluded workers,

The working masses of South Slavia uiterly scorn the
reformists, and the raging Te.ror does not prevent them from
uniling in revoluticnary frade unions pos:essing great powers oi
resistance. On the other hand, the favourable infiuence of revoiu-
tionary socialism has prevented the trade union movenient in the
Balkan siates from being affected by anarcho-syndicalism.

) At the present time the capitalist offensive is in full swi
in the Dalkans. The white Terror cuables the capitalisis
Yugoslavia to increase the exploifation of labor, for by its aid
they have been able to introduce the nin: and ten hour working
da;& and to reduce actual wages to their present level of 40 to
45% of the average pre-war wages,

. In Roumania and Greece the same conditions obtain: The
capitalists seek to reinforce their economic offensive by means of
strengthening political reaction.

It is in Bulgaria alone that all the attempts of the bour-
eoisie to establish the white Terror have been without avail.
hanks to this circumstance the Bulgarian trade unions are in

a position fo organize the resistance of the masses against the
capitalist offensive in comparative peace, and are doing this
with greal success. At the present time the whole couniry is
rvaged by a united strike movement, and led exclusively by the
ed trade unions. This unanimous and organized resistance of
the working macsses against the attack of capital has already borne
excellent fruit in Bulgaria.

Not only has the eiglk hour day been retained, and the
main objective of the capitalist offensive thus successfully defen-
ded, but in some of the most important branches of industry it has
been possible to gain an actual rise in wages. Thus for insiance
the avirage cost of living in Bulgaria rose by 25% between April
and Octcber 1922, and durin&elhis same period, thanks to the
influence of the trade unions, wages in the leather, sugar, and
tobacco industries, and in the building trade, were raised b
35% to 40%. (The average wage in Bulgaria is however still
4% lower than belore the war.)

This energetic resistance naturally ﬁ:ges the industrial
magnales, and they ‘are organizing armed s in their works
and factories, led by While Guard Russian officers. In many
places these bands have al cady atlempted to attack the workers,
and to render strikes impossible. 1t is gratifyng to note that the
favorable influence of the R.LL.U. and of the C.I. is promoting
the rapid formation of the proletarian fighting front of the
workers of the Balkans against the capitalist offensive.

At the same time we are enabled to se: with increasing
clearness that the first pre-requisites for an organized fighting
front must be greated in the Balkaus for the trade union move-
ment. The formation of this front is the most important task of
the trade union movement in the Balkan states at the present time.

There is no doubt whatever that the tremendous difficulties
obstructing the devclopment of the trade union moyement, the
white Terror in Yugosfavia. the violeat persecutions in Roumania,
Greece, and Turkey, and the attacks of armed bourgeois bands in

Bulgaria, will be shortly overcome by the revolutionary trade
Uion movement,
P bl
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Thie Capitalist Offensive against
the Eight Hour Day in Ausiria
By Ernst Haidt (Vienna).

When the National Assembly in 1919, resolved on the forty-
eight hour week for workmen, and the forty-lour hour week
for youthiul workers and woman, the capitalisis were still influ-
eiiced by the insurgent prolelarian power. They were anxious to
show the workers a diflerent countenance, to make them forget
what they had sufiered before and during the war at the hands
ol these same capitalists, The recolution of the National' Asse-
bly did not proceed from conviclion, it was a coucession which
it could not avoid. The Social Democrat Hanusch, as secreiary
of siate, also {ook good care (o provide so niany exeptional regu-
lations that it was not difficult {o pass the bill. But alier about
three months he himself began to pick holes in this shop-window
measure of the Austrian Social Democrats and to reshape it
more iu accoidance with capitalist desires.  The first thing was
to do away as far as possible, with the 44 hour weck, which at
first applied to all women without exception. A decree issued by
Hauousch ordains that the 44 hour week is only valid in under-
takings in which women are in the majority. The employers
gladiy accepied this hint.  All oliicials, foremen, etc., were added
10 the number of workmen, so that in most undertakings the
1equired majority of male workers was jound. lIn the state
tobacco and cigar faclories a permavemt agreement was made
with the workers' organization lor three hourg weekly overtime,
80 hat 47 hours were worked per week insiead of 44. lIn the
wo 'shops of the state railways the ‘“ necessary repairs to plant”
we o put forward by the organization, as a pretext for squeezing
10 hours overiime weekl{ out of the workers employed. Thus
the lirst attempts at abolishing the eiibt hour day, and the 44
hour week for women, were made by the social democratic
secretary of state and by the leaders of the rcformist organizations,

The capifalisis were naturally encouraged by this example
and wherever it was possible the eight hour day was made a
dead letter, for the time at least, by the iniroduction of overtime.
It must be especially noted thai this was done with the conni-
vance and even the aid of the reformist trade union. Even in the
undertakings of the city of Vienna, the deputies of which are thiee
Quarters Social Democrats, the eight hour day was temporarily
sel aside by the demand for overtime.

‘the slogan chosen by the capitalists, the govermment, and
the tiade umions for the work oi re-consiruction, was “ more
work”, The Social Democrats somewhat shame-facedly inter-
geled this motto as signifying that the eight hour day was o

used to the fullest extent, that the workers should work as
industriously as possible.

ihus the way had been suificiently prepared for the capi-
falis's by the trade union leaders before the actual atiack was
made. So long as the markets were favourable, the greater number
of undertakings could do no more than merely wizh for longer
working hours. But the scene changed with the beginning of the
crisis, with its aitendant wholesale dismissals of workers. Even
more weie discharged than necessary, in order 1o exercise
pressure on the “high wages“, and 10 weaken the resistance of

e workers 10 reductions. Reduced wages — so the capitalis's
argued—will induce the workers to work the niuth and the
tenih  hour, {0 compensate for the shortage of wage.
It is an actual fact that in one mining undertaking, 280 workmen
were dismissed on the pretext of shortage of work, and were

then told that they could start again if would give a
written p?f;(ife fo work ten hours a day. This case is not
isolated, and it is especially in small undertakings, standing

aioune, that the employers openly approach the workers with the
demand for longer working hours. The plang of the Seipel
government fowards a “sound basis ' are obviously drawn
up with the intention of extorting the longest possible worki
bours out of the workers. Even now, the trade unions le
willing aid toward lengthening working hours. - In the “ Engine
Driver”, the organ of the railwaymen's organization, it was
exolained that the eight hours ouly applied (o the time of actual
official duty. Preparatory and su
reckoned, so that the practical arry‘i’:z out of this organization
shijt involves at least 10 hours w Working hours based
on this interpreration have actually already been iniroduced, step
step of course, so that we have no longer to reckon on an
eight hour day jor engine drivers efc., but with a nine hours day.
n&uuul undertakings, 60 to 100 % of which are at
present on short time, there is as yet no open efiort on the part
of the employers fo lengthen working hours. Al present {hey are
merely cnduvounﬁ o se arm
the wages :

uent work were not to be.

main atlack against the eight hour day. It is characieristic that
despite shor(-lime, despile the hundreds of thousands of uu-
em;.)k)(cd, the leading theme of the bouxofcoio press, and of the
capilalist conferences, is {he unecessiay ol doing away with the
eight hour day.

_ So far as the relormist trdde unions are concerned, the capi-
falists will find but few obstacles thrown in their way. They
have already demonsirated that they are not only willing to toles
rale, but are prepared to further, a violation of the eight hour
day. Fortunately] the state of afiairs is very different among the
working people. ‘lTo their honor it must be said that thcgedave
resisted every aftempt at bribery, and have only succum o
the extreme pressure of trade union burearcracy. It may thus be
confidently expected that, as soon as all undertakings are running
again, they will defend themselves against the united attacks. The
e.liht hour day law in Ausiria was, in actual praclice, only an
ollicial sanction of an already existing state of affairs. ost
catlegories of workers had already lought for and won an 8%
hour working day. The workers will thus be able, despite the
endeavours of the capitalists, and despite a complacent (rade union
bureaucracy, to maintain the eight ,mur day and to render all
altacks against it abortive. .

IN SOVIET RUSSIA

The Sirugdgle of the Soviel Republic
against the Counier-Revolution
By Ashmarin.

(On the occasion of the [ifth anniversary of the Tcheka.)

The All-Russian Extraordinary Commission for combate
“:‘f counfer-revolution and profiteering (the Tcheka) was foun-
ded on the 20th of Dececmber, 1917, in Petrograd. During the
first period of jts activit{, the (echnical apparatus of the come
mission was exceedingly limited; it was composed of a collegium
of 10 and of 120 eanloyc;. The development of the struggle
with the counter-revolution obliged the commission to graduaqu
enlarge its apparatus, until it became a mighty organization
extending over the whole country. We shall try to trace in
broad outiine what the Tcheka has brought to light from out of
the subterranean darkness of counter-revolutionary conspiracy,
and to give a slight idea of all this extraordinary organ has
been able to accomplish towards saving the workers’ and pea.
sants’ state. '

The Soviet Republic inherited many mighty bourgeois
organizations from the Kerensky government; these had gradu-
ally deseried Kerensky, and being disappointed with the revolu.
tion, longed to refurn to the past. The Hssim bourgeoisie, and
the liberal democratic classes closely related to i, gathered
together in Moscow in July 1917, after the Cadets had withdrawn
from the Coalition Government, and atlempted fo mobilize all
noin-socialist elements in the country from this centre. In the
middle of Oclober the National Political Council was formed,
which worked towards the restoration of the monarchy, and
opened up connecfion with the counter-revolutionists Koltchak
and Denikin, then abroad.

The Trade and Industrial Comittee united the big bour-
geoisie of Moscow, which had no faith in the provisional govern-
ment, and greatly feared the threatened proletarian revolution.
The activity of the Commission in the period 191819 shows the
hidden side of the struggle of the big bourgeoisie against the
Soviet power. The representatives of the Committee frequently
visited the German assy in Moscow, at the same {ime k
ing up relations with the Allies. The agents of the Commitiee
succeeded in penetratin&einto various Soviet organs. The Com.
mittee lived solely on hope of the overthrow of the Soviet
power, made active preparations for reconquering the natio-
nalized factories should counter-revolution be victorious, and
financed the bourgecis counfer-revolutionary organizations.

We now g::l to the organizations which were founded
after the November Revolution.

The Right Centre was founded in March, 1919, by the
represenfatives of the National! Council, the Cade!s, and o
counter-revolutionary organizations. Ifs main object was the
resumption of the Eas'ern front against Germany, and for this
purpose it received the instructions of the Enfente, and was
supported by the S.R’s. In the autumn of 1918, (he w
Centre collapsed, as most of its leading functionaries went

The d the role of the Le birth haye been
made suffic y‘:hrbyhuil.iol‘&"% R’s:m_ g oo
tionaries. The League of Rebirth | & common




i Cadets, acknowled Koltchak’s
m«. and kept up mu&nsxth the Entenh‘e:'nd with the
ite
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The National Centre was founded in May-June 1918,
It gathered the tatives of all non-socialist par-
i chenkin, who was also the leading
figure in the ue of Rebirth. The Cenire maintained rela-

uard General Alexeyev, with the repre-

tente, and united in a bloc with the Asso-

t Parties mainlaining the Idea of the State and

Rebirth. Its agents endeavoured to disorganize

the army, its Petrograd organizations performed the work of
spies for Yudeniich.

In May 1918 the Tcheka discovered a great counter-
revolutionary conlllb‘mncy of the Association for the Defense of
Fatherland and rty, headed by Savinkov. The members of
this organization, one-time officers, enlisted in the Red Army
without mentioning their past. The aim of the organization was
to unite the officers, on common ground of patriotism and
of hate against the Soviet power. The risings in Moscow and
Kazan were ented by the Tcheka, but the centre of the
association and set to work eunergetically to reconstitute the
organizations and to make fresh plans. Risings in various dis-
tricts of Russia were projected in connection with the expected
landing of the Allies in Archangel, The association had its
nuclei everywhere. The planned uprisings were discovered in
fime, and White Guards received proper punishment.

In the summer of 1918, the Entente missions were
exmdinil active. These were headed b{' the English representa-
tive Lockhart. The Tcheka discovered the whole network of the

ies of the Entente agents; the material found in the possession
of these, showed that the agents of the Entente had not only to
act as spies, but were also concerned in fhe disorganization of
‘the Red Army, the blowing up of bridges, etc. Lockhart,
Lavergne (French B:rnt), and Pool (American agent), were
exchanged the !
of England and France. Their agents lrad however {o answer
:o. l{u: Supreme Revolutionary Tribunal, in the famous “Lockhart
rial '

The Tactical Centre, which was composed of monarchists,
Cadets. Social Revolutionaries, Meubevnln&ud other grou
stood for the recognition of the Koltchak government, an
showed great activity in the cause of overthrowing the Soviet
power; it is salely due to the watchfulness of the Tcheka that this
most dangerous ocno-rhn‘mnbon was rendered harmless in good time.

The first pse of the Association for the Dejense of
Fatherland and Liberty took place after the famous Yaroslay
rising, when the White Guards were successful in seizing power.
After the rising in Yaroslav had been s , and after
other at at mutiny had been the association
ceased to exist, but came to life again in 1920. is organization
was finally crushed by the Tcheka in 1921,

sole explanation m:rourymm Our rapid and
uexs“cindinan_;w ilmingthe(ndh':dolthe
Left Social Revolutionaries at the Soviet congress, and to put an
udhthmiuﬁkaﬁ:r-.

Everyone will still remember the murderous act perpe-

trated against the Moscow committee of our in Leoniev
St., where many o!.ourmm\ure and wounded.
The Tcheka y ered the culprits, and arrested all
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After the organizatory forces of the counter-revolution
had been defeated, after internal and external enemies had been
ruthlessly crushed, the Tcheka ceased {o play a great role, and
we were able to proceed with peaceful constructive work.

The Tcheka, now dissolved, was replaced by an organ
adapted to peaceful conditions, the State Political Adminisfra-
tion (G.P.U.).

The new economic policy, which represents a medium for
the economic revival of a country exhausted by imperial and
ciyil war, leaves a loophole through which ideology antagonistic
to Soviet Russia is endeavouring to make its way. Unwearying
fight against the enemies of the proletarian dictatorship, aﬁainst
the traitors on the economic field, and against the illegal
struggles of the social traitors, whose work must be discovered
and stopped--these are the future tasks of the G.P.U.

This work was carried on by the G.P.U., during the year
1922, with an energy by no means inferior to that shown by the
heroic Extraordinary Cymnmiaaion.

FASCISM
The Rei¢gn of Terror in Italy

By Umberto Terraccini

All the ltalian newspapers, Fascist, pro-Fascist, neutral,
and anti-Fascist, publish long reports on the frightful carnage in
Turin; there is no comment; the horrible drama of bloody and
cowardly barbarity has everywhere called forth confusion and
disgust. The bare chronicle of events suffices, all comment is
superfluous. 1{ may be seen however, that even ‘the unbridled
reaction leading to these murderous deeds is still not enough to
satisfy the accomplices in the government; the teleiram sent by
the minister De Vecchi, expressing solidarity with the Turin
murderers, has been followed by .an official ‘communiqué which
excused the fact that the streets of Turin during the last few days
were sirewn with the corpses of workers, by referring to the
“temperament peculiar to Fascist mentality, originating in the
traditions caused by the war, and which welcomes any kind of
action or sport.”

Within a few days Mr. Mussolini will again cross the
frontier in order to hold diplomatic consultation with a colleaﬁue
of the countries of the Entente, and the halo conferred on him
thmugn shedding the workers’ blood will shine e brightly
than before. We also will abstain from comment. will only
give literal reporis of particularly typical episodes of the days of
terror, taking these from the is Turin newspaper /[a
Stampa.

*“. . .. The killing of the tramway worker Matteo Chialero
was a most dramatic . He was sitting at supper with his
wife and child, when a knock was heard at the door. He got up,
opened the door, and asked: “Whom are you looking for?” “The
tramway worker Matteo Chilero.” “I am he”, was the reply,
and at the same moment a number of shots were heard. Wife and

had gone through an artery . . . .

“. .. . The shoe-maker Mario Probo, now lying severely
wounded in hospital, met a troop of Fascists, who pliced him on
a lorry and drove him away from Polefer. Here two shots were
fired at him, and he was thrown into the water. The scene had
been observed by some citizens, who, after the Fascisti had gone
away, pulled him out of the water and ook him to the hospital . . ”

“. ... Karl Berruti was conducted ouiside of the town in &
motor car by 4 or 5 Fiscisti; he was then set down with the order
to run. A number of shois put an end Ao his life . . .”

“. ... The tramway assisant Lnigi Barolo met a Fascist
patrol. He was asked: “Are you Barolo? E
and a shot streiched the unhappy man to the earth . .

No..7 Inlernational Press Correspondence ; 65

g
£

“ ... Shortly after midnight, a manufacturer who was
going along the Corso noliced a mun lying in the street and
groaning. He had a large shol wound in the forchead, his face
was covered with blood, The man was discovered to be Pietro
Ferrero, sceretary 1o the Turin metal workers' section; he was
very well known, having always had to carry ouf the negotiations
;vith the uu’lhoritics and manulacturers during trade wmion con-
licts . . . .

“. ... During an expedition a Fascist patrol enfered the
tavern of a certain Leone Mazzola. All that is known up (o now
is that the neighbours heard a tremendous noise, and several
shols. When tlhe security officials appeared shortly alterwards,
they found Mazzola dead in his bed. A dagger stab had wounded
him in the body, a shot frem a revolver had Lit him in the temple.
It is assumed that the Fascisti had found the sign of the hanuner
and sickle when scarching (he house .. . ."

“. ... About 2 o'cluck last night the Fascisti set fire to the
Labor Headquarters, which they had occupied in the morning.
The s:gnal for the fire was given Ly a loud explosion, a shiell wiili
a fuge having been placed for the purpose at the h'ghst point of
the tuilding, the tower. IFrom here the flames spread with the
greatest rapidity to the lower sories. ‘The flam:s darted {rom
all the windows, spreading with enormous speed, being fed by
benz e purposely poured on th2 floors . .. ”

this incendiary act had been carefully prepared in every
detail.  Fascish with whom we have convirsed have told us this
thumselves. -1t was intended to completely desiroy the whole
building. And the fire did actually reach the interm:diate s'ory
and the ground tloor prem ses w.thin a very short time. Irom
time (0 tme the delonations of percvss.on caps were hoard,
interspersed with the more violent explosions of bombs and mines
intended to spread the fire as rapidly as possible.

the half open door presently fell a prey to the flames; a
dark - ygure had poured i an inflammable liquid causing it (o
take uie

the Fascisti formed a complete chain of froops around the
buiiaing. The unmoving figures in their black shiris contrasted
sraugely to the purple background of flames. When the fire
was at its height, the Fascist cong * Giorinezza” was sung, ac-
companied by the music of a band. A large roll of paper was
brought out of the Labor Chamler, which served to kindle boa-
fires here and there.

MNunicrous Pascisti and small groups of soldiers of the
royal guard (police troops) remained near the burning building.
Some fow police coastables also put in an appcrance, but these
were prevented from dolng anything by the absclute determina-
tion of the Fascisti to have the building completely ruined. This
determination was confirmed by the fact when the fire brigade
received news of the fire, and hostened to the spot lo extinguish
the fire, the Fascisti forbade the fire brigade to even approach
the burning building . . "

“. . . The dead bodies of two men, apparently workmen,
were found in a ravine pear the Barriera di Casale. Near one
of them a picce of paper was found with the inscription: * You
have paid for it, canaiilel” . . .”

The frightful list of dead is not concluded; every day
brings fresh names of uufortunate victims, new details of tragedy.
The Fascisti are absolutely determined fo break ihe las( resistance
of the red city.

Oun the evening of the day of horror, in the midst of the
raging terror, the following communiqué was placarded by the
military command of the Turin Fascisti:

“ The citizens are herewith called upon to raise the na-
tional flag, draped with crape, as a sign of mourning for the
death of 5u young Fascist Dresda!® ’

THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT

The “Women's Question”
ai the 1V. World Congress.
By Else Baum,

The women’s question was one of the items on the agenda
of the 1V World Congress of the Communist Infernational. It
was necessary {o have this question discussed at the congress,
for it is one of the most burning questions which confroat the
prolefariat today and imperatively demands solution.

Capital is attacking all along the 'ine, and the proletariat

completely lost if it
_Qﬁupmd’unu does not defend itselt tooth and nail

st oppose. the {rmal of the. capioion o o bt
O
of capital. Mlhubmﬂhmu.ﬁlcﬁui-m

if women do not fake their place in it. The womeu who are ex-
ploited in the factories aud workshops, who receive smaller wages
than the men for the same work, or who work for untold hours
in the household for r» payment whatever; these women who
lo-day still form for the most part a compact reactionary mass,
Mmay (o-morrow be the comrades in arms of the revolutionary,
class-conscious, fighting workmen, if the communists succeed?n
winning their contidence,

~ these women are easily won over, fer the capifalist offen-
sive is sowing musery and death in their ranks. The abolition of
the eight hour, day signities,more than prolonged working hours
lor the proletarian women, 1t signifies that they will now have
to work day and night to fuliul their dutjes as worker, house-
wile, and mether. ‘the women are the first suiferers when the
regu'ations relating to workwomen, protection of motherhood,
and social insurance, are slackened. The increased exploitation
and starvation signily immed:ate danger to life for the women
and their children: they are the ecasiest victims to tuberculosis,
The objeciive conditons are thus ei. 1 for winning over the
women ior the conilict.

‘The most imporiant question is ‘o ascerfain what mcthods
have proved most efficient in wiliencing the mentalify of prole-
tarian women?  What are (he resuits ot experience? That special
methods must be required to reach this backward s:ction of the
proietariat is clear to everyone who is not wilfully blind. But
at the congress, it was siili necessary, to again draw att.ntion to
and specialiy emphasize the fact, that parficular mathods must be
emnoyed for inducing woemen to take their place in the prole-
tarian fighting front. Coemrade Zetkin made this perfecily clear
in her emphatic and unequivocal speech: “We musi not forget
that the broad masses of women live under special social condi-
tions. The exceptional position accorded to the fcmale sox in
human society has been the means of imparting a special psycho-
logy, and as a general rule it appears that women best under-
stand Liow to carry out cunununist work amongst women. In the
couniries where such special organs exist, as for instance in
Bulgaria, Germany, etc., the communist women's movement has
become a force in the general communist parly life. The same
naturally applies to Russia.”

It was necessary {o emphasize this, for even within the
Commuist Infernational there are comrades who have not suffie
cient faith in this work. They see spectres in broad.daylight,
Tiey regard every atiempt at special organizalion as an allempt
to profect mere sex rights. Many comrades, especially in England
and Irance, are sull pesscssed with fear of the undoubtedly
harm'u! women's movcm nis which have done so much to weaken
class consciousness.  The fear is wilhout fcundation, The line
of ciass auntagonism has been drawn with particular clearness
during the last few years, it llas not stopped at the “weaker sex”,
and an unbridged chasm yawus between the worker bees 'ne
dusiriously gathering trcasure, and the droics of the lelsured
class. Women do not soar in the clouds I'ke Raphael’'s madonna,
they siand with both feet on the hard ground of the capitalist
world. The actual expericuce of recent years has demonstrated
that there are no so-called purely feminine interes s binding all
women {o one another without distinclion of c'ass. In every case
where tlere is a question of so-called special women's intérests,
in questions of protection for working women, moihers, and chils
dren, of aid during coufinement, protest against abortion laws,
ete., the women members of Parliament have invariably bowed
obediently under the yoke of their class laws. The “women's
rights” movement has ceased to be a real danger to the class
movament of the female proletariat. »

Comrade Zetkin’s report on the work of the International
Women's Secrefariat showed that a start has been made in all
couniries, that the beginnings of a communist women’s movement
aircady exist. She could even report that excellent results have
already been atfained in various countries. Women, especially of
late, have taken moye and more active part in defending them-
seives against the lowering of their conditions of living, and
against the abolition of the eight hour day. The awakening of the
women of the proletariat was internationally expressed at the
international women’s conference, and in the relief action for
Soviet Russia. It could also be seen from the report that all the
weaknesses and deficiencies of the party are mirrored in the
women’s movement. The firmer and more purposeful in action
a comununist parly is, the more united its organization, then the
firmer and more concrete is the organization of the masses of
women within this party and under its conirol. Every error and
confusion within the parly kas a paralysing effect on the work of
the women, Thus sirife in the French and Italian parties,
and (he weaknesses of the English Communist Party, have aot
failed to refard thi: mobilization of the proletarian women of these
countries. Petly bourgeois reform’si ten refained by some

rties as relics of a social democratic past, are also not without
uence ou the work amongst women, :
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Comrade Hertha Sturm was right when she referred
eneral wuhesdi‘: llg inkmuﬁonﬂrob-

r
:
#

" ties are, for the most pin{nbwmvivu. Ounly a comparatively
small number of women going out to earn, working in factories,
eic., are organized in the Communisi parties., There is no doubt
that the pro housewife is a valuable, ally in the proletarian
otmgx'le especially at th. present time, when the fight against he
shame| ul exploita and increased misery of the proletariat is
receiv the greatest impefus from the suffering housewives.
But the fact must none the less be recognized that the participa-
tion of the proletarian women working in factories, workshops,
etc. will be of more decisive signilicance, both as regards the

reai economic om:ﬁxla for the improvement of conditions of

ving, and as regards the fight for political power. The times
call for women fo enter the proletarian fighting organizations, (o
enter the Parly. This weakness of the Party has a fatal effect on
the trade union movement. The communisis in the trade unions
have done very little up {o now towards uniting and organizing
the working women. This neglect must be made iood The
efficiency of trade v ion work in factories and workshops, the
establishment of closer relations between the communist nuclet
and the leadership of the Party-—these are the factors upon which
the bringing about of closer connections depend, and these closer
connections must be made between the centrals of political agita-
tive work among the women and the working women organized
in the communist nucles.

Besides the report from Russia, which showed the steady
systematic manner in which women are entering into the commu-
nist sphere of thought, and into the struggle for communist econo-
mics, there was another most inlemlm% report, by comrade
Kasparova, on work among the women of the Orient. "Here com-
mt_nut agitative work falls on a scil already ploughed by capi-

ism,

During the congress there was a special meeting held
the women &kgates fram all countries, parlidp.tedgin gbi
number of male Pnny comrades, This conference resulted in
many stimulating ideas and practical suggestions for work amon
women being brought forward, and succeeded in bringing abou
that for which wrilten intercourse had proved inadequate - per-
sonal relations among the comrades, lncr insight into the condi-
tions of the various parties which is so absolutely necessary if
there is to be mutual comprehension, and if correct judgments on
international conditions are to be formed,
With that openness which is only found in the Comununist

International, both the congress and the conference of women

ates discussed all the faults and deficiencies of the various
partics and their work. 7

The resolutions passed by the congress will help fo render .

the parties strong, united internally, and prepared for battle;
when they are carried out in all 2riousneu, they will, at the
same fime, ¢n a forward impetus fo the proletarian women’s
movement. The working class can neither «&end itself success-
fully, nor effectually combat the bourgeoisie, if broad masses of

rian women stand on one side, or even form an actual ob-
stacle in the way. On the other hand, only the united working
class can emm%a}hg working women. We communist women
join with Klara Zetkin in saying: “We women want 1o take part
i all the work and struggles of the Communist Parties and onhe'
International and it is our ambition fo stand in the front rank”.

APPEALS

To the Working Youth of the World!
Soldiers and sailors!
Nnv_ imperial wars threaten the world,
The war in the Near East, the conflicts of the imperialist

Fueu at the different conferences, the constant threats of th
:ch bourgeoisie with the occupation of the Rubr va,lley,‘f
mhvemu’t of Austria, the refusal of the border states to
Russia’s proposals of disarmament—all this shows the

to be with tza:m The nu&:hg armies
increased fo 11 millious. The capilalist states are. rmans

The bourgeois preparations for a new war are closel
connecied with the advaaces being made b tion
counries. In many stafes the While Terror rules in J_'.'x,,'é-

')'W? has since become an accomiplisked faci

women organized in the Communist Par- -

has come into ronu In England and in Poland reaction is
again impudently raising its head. The bourgeoisie is armed
to the teeth, and is not confent fo use ils weapons against the
workers alone, but intends employing them for imperialist war,

Comrades, Young Proletarians!

All this shows with frightful distinctness that the capi-
talist states are working unremittingly in preparation for a new
war!

) The first victims of war have always been, and always
will be, [rom the ranks of working youth. They serve as cannon
fodder and have to bear the most ferrible sufierings and
privations.

The youthjul workers must therefore be the [irst to declare
determined war against all new wars.

Working .youth!
( Millions of your elder bro hers, of all nations and races,
were slaughtered during the last war in the interests of the
bourgeoisie. The alluring promises made to you during the war
have all been broken, and all that the working class has gained
from the last war is blackest misery, alike whether the workers
belong to the vanquished or the “victorious™ capitalist countries.

A peace conference was recently held at The Hague, but
led to no practical result. No rca{ and practical measures
against war were resolved upon. The working youth can wait
no longer. [t must begin with the propaganda needed to arouse
the working class of the whole world! 1t is only in this way
that really effectual war against war can be carried on.

The 111 congress of the C.Y.l. has commissioned the E.C.
lo propose to the two social democratic youth internationals,
despite all differences of opinion, to form a united front for the
fight against imperialism and reaction, and to participate in an
inlernational propaganda week against war, to take place from
March 1118, 1923,

Youthful working men and women; soldiers and sailors!

~ The working class is not deferceless. United in deter-
mined fighting ranks, it can frustrate all the designs of capi-
talism, can offer an iron resistance against which every attack
is shattered.

Join us in_the fighi against a new imperialist war! Every
means is {0 be used to combat it. Revolutionary general s'rike and
revolution in case of war, For the annulment of the peace treafies
of Vers#lles, St. Germain, efc., {reaties which signify the enslave-
ment of innwnerable millions of workers, and are bound {o be the
cause of fresh wars.

For the prevention of armaments!

. For revolutionary propaganda in the army, and for the
formation of revolutionary nuclei among the troops, especially
among the colonial and semi-colonial troops.

Against the disastrous theory and practice of defence
of the capifalist fatherland.

Against the false pacifism of the bourgedisie and
bourgeoisie. Against infernational reaction, f:‘inst FamP:“my!
: For the complete disarmament of reactionary organiza.
tions and of the bourgeoisie, for the arming of the prolefariat!

Young Social Democratic Workers!

1t is the second time that the C.Y.I. proposes to you and
your leaders to join us in the fight against capital and imperia-
lism. Once already your leaders have prevented the formation of
the united front and you tclerated this. To-day we repeat our pro-
posal to join the youthful workers of the whole world to form
a united fighting front against impending new imperialist wars
and against reaction. What answer will you give to your class
comrades and fellow sufferers?

Working youth!

The first propaganda week against war must be a mighty
demonstration of the working class against fresh slaughter,
afdust the imperialist world bourgeoisie already stained with
the blood of mullions.,

Respond to our call: p

Down with imperialist wur./

Lown with reaction!

) Long live the united [ront of the working youth against
war!

Long live the victory of the working class!

The Executive Commitiee of the Communist Youth Infernational.
Printed by Friedrichstadt-Druckerei G. w. b H, Lerlin SW. 48

Fng¢lish Edition.

N

Unpublished Manuscripts - Please reprint -

- INTERNATIONAL -

Vol.3 No.9

PRESS

23rd Jan, 1923

CORRESPONDENCE

Central Bureau: Berlin SW 48, Friedrichstrasse 225, I111. — Postal address Franz Dahlem, Berlin SW 48, Friedrichstrasse 225, 111

for luprekorr, — Telegraphic address: luprekorr.

CONTENTS

The All-Russian Central Executive Commitice on the Invasion

of the Rubr . . . ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o 0 2 a s s o o« « OF
Politics
Britain' — France — Belgium. By J. T, Walton Newbold 08
British Honours. By Wm. Paul .~ . . . . . . . . . 69

Economics .
A 0% Redeemable Loan in Russia. By J. Schleifer . . . 69

The Labor Movement

The National Railroad Amalgamation Conference in the
USA By Wm. Z Foster . . . . . « « « « . . 69

The Defensive Struggle Begins in Poland. By N. Ulan . . 70

In the International )
From Bologna to Rome. The History of a Split. By P.B. . . 11

In Soviet Russia
Social Insurance in Soviet Russia. By J. Rabinovitz . . . 73

In the Colonies
Legal Murder in India. By M. N. Roy . . . . . . . . 13

l):pfcals .
(E.C.C.1.and R.1.L.U.) To the Workers, Peasants and Soldiers! 73
(C.Y.T.) To the Working Youth . . . .. . . . . 74
(E.C.C.I.) To the Workers and Peasants of South America! T4
==

The All-Russian Central Executive Committee
on the Invasion of the Ruhr

(The following statement on the French invasion of the Ruhr was issued on January 15 by the All-Russian Central Executive Cote
mittee and the Council of People’s Comniissaries.)

T'o the peoples of the whole world!

The army of imperialist France has invaded the Ruhr
Basin. Foreign slave drivers have taken possession ol the industrial
centre of Germany. Once again the German people have received
a fterrible blow, and Europe is once again menaced by a cruel
international butchery. At this critical moment the workers’ and
peasants’ republic of Russia cannot remain silent. Faithiul to the
mcessant sruggle against militarism, to the unwavering defence
of the right ol every people to independence, and to the demand
for disarmament, Russia once more raises her voice in indignation,
and profests against the crime that the French Government is
now committing, .

Five years ago the imperialist war, after a duration of four
years, was ended by the shameful and absurd Treaty of Ver-
sailles. During the war the Allied Governments had proclaimed in
all couniries, 10 all peoples, that they were only struggling in the
interests of liberty and in the name of the nations’ right to free-
dom. The moment the war was over they suddenly forgot their
promises and their “noble” speeches. They met at Versailles and
dictated to Germany a treaty of a type unknown to h:smré. This
treaty proves beyond all question that the statesmen of the Entente
were not thinking of liberty but of tyranny, not of the freedom
of the nations but of cruelly enslaving them.

Alfer having violently torn from Germany a number of
rovinees, after having taken from her all means of delence, the
ersailles Treaty also robbed her of almost all her merchant fleet,

of a third of her coal industry, and of thrée-quariers of her iron
mines. I laid upon the German people a colossal burden ol
reparations, that i1s fo say money indemmities, and indemnities in
coal and geods, for all the destruction caused by the war in France
and Belgium. The Versailles Treaty forged heavy chains for the
German people and handed them over to the mercy of the French
imperialists. The Versailles Trealy perpetuated the reign of hatred
between the peoples of Europe and Europe into economic
and political chaos, The Russian Republic of 'workers and peasants
ed 10T .iwv‘-" u i M ‘k I‘&”{ m

predictions in effect have been completely realized. The years
that have passed since the signature of the Versailles Treaty have
been years of continual unfriendliness between the peoples, ycars
of a steady growth in armaments, years in which the economic
ruin of Europe has continually increased.

The present Government of imperialist France has not even
been confent with the Treaty of Versailles. In its insatiable desire
for conquest it has violated this treaty which was drawn up on
its own initiative in order to strangle the German people, Once
more the French imperialists have flung the sword info the scales
of history; they are proceeding with the military accupation of
the most important industrial regions of Germany. By this action
the French imperialists have taken upon themselves the heaviest
possible responsibility for all the consequences of this revolting
and reckless violation of the Treaty.

But imperialist France is not the only couniry culpable, Her
allies, who could have opposed the perpetration of this crime,
have not opposed it; some of them even are taking an active
in the invasion of the Ruhr, others hypocritically wash their
hands of the matter and limit themselves to verba “s.roluts and
vain demonsirations. For these reasons their culpability is equal
to that of France. Responsibility for what is happeni
only fall on the Government of Paris:.the Governments of -
don, of R(;me. of Brussels, and of Tokio must bear their share of
responsibility.

The sovereignty of the German people fo independence has
been trodden under loot. The economic situation of Germany,
already severely strained, has received a new and morfal blow.
The working masses of Germany are threatened with horrible
poverty and an unheard ol oppression; the vation of the
economic chaos threatens all Europe. The worﬂ

unged into the fever that precedes war, Europe has been.
Treaty ‘ol Versailles into a magazine in
sparks are continually dropping. . e

ilqul‘v ‘
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