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the LW.W.,, a legal
for not advocating force or ubotlge—capedlu&ei:
great ions to which its members have
subjected. But 8 these were not the sole reasons for not
joining the Berlin In tional? Was not the main reason that
1!: leaders had here a glimmering of sense—a feeling that the
Berlip International was not an International at all, but merely
a thing which existed on paper and in the minds of a few isolated
and muddle headed idealists, and that it ‘Erob_ably would not last
a year?. Let us at least credit them with this.

And so the 1. W, W. decided to remain without any inter-
national affiliation, but to open correspondence with both these
Internationals, in order to exchange information. Later, it was
said, the 1.W.W. would aid in the formation of a “true” Inter-
national which would really be the right one.

Reports were made of progress in organization of the
marine {rans workers and the coal miners. It was stated
rs of the United Mine Workers were joining the
1.W.W. as a result of their recen{ unsuccessful strike. Here we
see an apt illustration of the disastrous policy of dualism, which
has for years paralyzed the American labor movement. An
inferesting example of the utter illogicalness of the orthordox
LW.W. leaders may be observed in convention. Sowe time
ago, the leaders of the United Mine Workers introduced a clause
forbidding any of their members to hold an LW.W. card. The
r‘e'pon states that many of the members of the United Mine

orkers, however, do these cards, and “it is considered
likely that, al the next coustitutional convention of the miners’
anization, there will be action to abolish the prohibitive
use’, And this, from the leaders of an organization
which has always attacked the policy of working
within the trade unions! This, from those LW.W. spokesmen
who have always derided the possibility of ever accomplishin
anything against the reactionary machine of the older unions
If it is impossible to alter the old unions, and make them into
betier ones, through working within them, how on earth can
expect to abolish a clause in the constitution of the Mine
these means? And, if they can succeed i is, i
the face of the opposition of the reactionaries, then they can
in anything else. They have here themselves given the
lie o their own teachings and it is to be hoped their member-
ship will perceive it, learn the lesson,
X The LW.W. has doubled its membership in the Eﬂ year,
it was reported, and is now over 50,000. pitiful is this
acknowledgement of wasted energy, sufferin

é

p-
and unexampled courage
of the membership had been devoted to the struggle of
workers within the great unions, what a movement we should
have in America, after these 17 years!

+ At it is, the LW.W. has manifested, by its latest Conven-
tion, the of its theoretical leaders and of

complete bankruj
dual ww it does not show the old 1L.W.W,
: : spirit of i i

hed it. The membership is sound; it contains still all
t of the old fine fighti A
and different leaders—or old leaders rownolde:ndmdmoﬂied

¥

follow their presemt vacillating leaders—blind leaders without a
rogram—then there is still some advice to offer them: they
orgot the Yellow Amsterdam International. 1t is safe and sound
and characterless. However, it is just a little too radical for
Gompers, It may be just right for them.

IN SOVIET RUSSIA

Who rules Russia?
By G. Neradov (Moscow),

Full information is provided on this very important
question b{v the material cmu{)iled by the Russian People’s Come
missariat for international Affairs on the members of the Execu-
tive Commiitees in the governments and districts, during the
year 1922,

Of the members of the Executive Committees of the govern-
menis in 1922, 99.4 per cent were men and 0.6 per cent women.
The prolessions of t‘n members were as follows: 40.8 per cent
hand workers, 11.8 per cents peasants, 4.1 per cent technicians
with medium and high school education, 2.5 per cent physicians,
11.3 per cent of the legal profession, 9.9 per cent teachers,
21.7 per cent clerks, efc., 1.6 per cent soliders, 0.3 per cent free

rofessions, 2.5 per cent students, 3.5 per cent other vocations;

.1 per cent belonged to the Communist Party and 10.9 per cent
were non-partisan. The members of the district executives are
divided as fellows: men 99.1 per cent, women 0.9 per cent,
workers 30.6 cent, peasants 26.4 per cent, technicians 1.3
per cent, physicians 0.6 per cent, legal profession 0.1 per cent,
teachers 0.5 per cent, clerks, etc., 25.9 cent soliders 2.4 per
cent, free professions 0.7 per cent, students 3.3 rtr cent, ot
vocations 2.2 per cent, Communists 81.7 per cent, other parties
0.1 per cent, non-partisan 182 per cent. The executives of the
cities were composed of the followinga g(oportions: men 95.1
per cent, women 4.9 per cent, workers 53. r cent, peasanis 7.3
?u cent, physicians 4.9 per cent, clerks, etc., 19.5 per cent, students
2.2 per cent, other vocations 24 per cent, communists 61.0
per cent, non-partisan 39.0 per cent.

Thus for the whole of Russia, in the executives of the
s:vemmenls. of the capital cities of the governments, of the

istricts, of the cities, and of the main towns of the districts, we
find the following proportions represented: men 99.0 per cent,
women 1.0 per cent.—Workers 33.0 per cent, peasants 24.0
per cent, technicians 1.6 Er-eent, &-yucims 1.0 per cent, legal
profession 0.3 per cent, teachers per cent, clerks, efc, 25.0
per cent, soldiers 2.1 per cent, free professions 0.5 per cent,
students 3.3 per cent, other vocations 2.4 per cent.—J\Canmuniats

82.5 per cent, non-party 17.5 per cent. )
In the above statistics the propo

: I o r:ion o‘i“t}n vocal:eiona I8 o:
great importance. rgest percenfage s to the manua
workers, the second largest to the employe’s; then follow the
peasants, and then comparatively insignificant numbers of re-
rroammes of other professions, ducf i{ teachers and students.
t is much to be ted, considering how important economic
are at the present time, that the technicians should be
so poorly represented among the members of our executives.
There is however no doubt but that after our schools have
trained large 1roupo of red specialists, these figures will undergo
a fayorable alteration. At present it seems as if the workers
and peasants prefer to manage without specialists in their re.
tative organs, rather than elect bourgeois specialists whom
do not trust. :
As {he education of the members of the executives,
are as follows: 6.7 per cent with high school edu-
i 16.5 per cent with medium, 66.6 per cent elementary
, 7.9 per cent self-faught, and 0.3 per cent with very slight
tion. P
These statistics show the Soviet i
administra But this is not
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The Communist International Against War . -+

By Walter Stoecker (Berlin).

&
An extremely critical situation has arisen in Central critical moment the Executive of the Communist [nternational
_lzurope, with unexpected rapidity. French imperialism has laid appeals for a defermined offensive fight against the danger or 43}{
ls'hand‘ upon the Ruhr coal. The German government offers war. A felegram from Moscow commissions the French and &y
Tesistance, and a slate of war has been practically, if not formally, German Communist Parties, and the red trade unions of France,
;realed between France and Germany. This conilict has been immedialely to approach the 2. Socialist Internationals and the
brought about by the lust for power o French imperialism, which ~ Amsterdam frade union international for the immediate organizas
is anxious 1o secure the Rubr disirict in addition to the many tion of a united proletarian fron! against the danger of war.
other positions which it now occupies on the European con- It is well _known that the leaders of the reformist inter-
tinent, so that it may be enabled to take ifs place inconfestably  pational held a conference at The Hague only a few week’s ago,
as the leading power in Europe. not onl from a military stand-  a so-called peace conlerence, at whicﬁ they resolved to reply fo
point, but from an ¢économic one, and that it may above all the any danger of war by the proclamation of a general strike ol the
m:)lu'! to confront England with the possession of the largest working class. Lbe hiour has come for these ieaders (o keep their
©oa d|1§1r|ct of Europe. ) ) waord, W they fhirk of faking their own resolulions seriously,
he short-sighted and- disastrous policy pursued by the The whole proletariat of Europe should rise like one man against
Gu:mafl Cuno government was exceedingly favorable to ‘these ihe act ol imperianst muiaiise vioence commitied by the French
designs. German heavy industry has systematically driven the bourgeoisie in the Rubr district, against the disastrous policy of
finances of Qermgny ever further on the downward path, has the &m\ln capitalist Guno government, against the trcment{ous
Plunged the state info insolvency and bankrupicy, and has at the ers involved by this conilict, and should also protest by
same fime shamelessly seized the opportunity of increasing 'its  delermined mass actions, lo the utmost exient of its powers. The §
own wealth, of accumulating enormous profits. Thus the situ- Communist International by no means makes the proposition of ot |
nf)&: b1e_am¢ more and more acute. Poincaré had Essen occu- taking up the defensive fight conjointly with the Second Inter- .’
pl" . The German Cuno government, after several times vainly national out of any great faith which it feels in the leaders of -
: ering Poincaré the co-operation of German and French in- that bod , but for the sake of the great masses of proletarians
usiry, has now broken off relations with France, st all  behind { leaders, and for the sake of showing these masses
payment ofi reparations to her and Belgium, withdrawn the coal their task as a prolefarian class in the present situation, that
8 nd_nfqle rom Essen, and adopled a number of other measures they mﬂe“ possible be won for the proletarian defensive fight.
signifying a state of passive resislance against France. letariat of France, Belgium, England, Italy, Cz
This policy is of course grist to the mills of French mili- Slovakia, Poland, and Germany, should gall‘ger together in this
farism. Naturally the whole of the Ruhr district will now be hour jor a &ut united fraternal struggle against French imperia-
occupied, and not alone this, but recourse will probably be had to lism and man capitalism, against meﬁ ightiul
other severe reprisals, and fo the further occupation o Oemung;.. fresh war in Central Euro ind the parties of the
Above all, the militarists will take the Ruhr coal, will cut off national and of the Amsier frade unions, posses the pow
Rubr district from the rest of Germany, and thus enormously do fhis, if they only would. Buf instead of this what do we see?
accelerate her economic collapse, Renew tion of mone- The French socialists confine themselves 10 a few profest meets
values, immeasurable rises in and ings, and decline to join the the communists and revolutionary
weigh upon the even trade unions in an earnest proletarian st ; the
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first really critical situation proves only foo drastically thal it is
an iuhtnztioal of words and not ol deeds, and ils leaders in
fact hold to their expressed intention of not deserting their native
couniry, thal is, &: bourgeoisie, in the “hour of danger”.

{t is regretiable that the German social democracy also
stands in the ranks ol this association, Insiead of af last
realizing its duties towards the frolelaring. instead of at last

ng the disasirous errors of its coalition policy, and of the
capitalist policy of fulfilment of war obligations, German social
democracy again refuses to accede to the earnest fighting Rpm-
als of the communisis against the occupation of the Ruhr
istrict, and against the Cuno government. Once more it takes
sides with the bourgeoisie, as it has done since August 1914;
once more it joins the -mational united front, \if somewhat
shamefacedly, and keeps peace with the German bourgeoisie
The leader of the Social Democratic Reichstag fraction,
Hermann Miiller, declares that in this situation®the social demo-
crats support the Cuno government, and’ expressly approve its
measures. All over Oemuu{h we see the social democratic
leaders, who have trampled the interesis of the German prole-
tariat underfoot ever since the outbreak of war, again striking
a severe blow at the iniernational ‘prolefariat by their conduct.

We are fully convinced that thousands upon thousands of
social democratic workers in all countries will refuse to follow
the example of their leaders, that confronted with this first
serious danger of war they will open their eyes as to the polic
of their, lea; and we are convinced that there are innumerat
social democratic class commades who think like the right-socia-
list workman at the Essen district conlerence, who prolesied
loudly against the jingoism of hus social democratic fraction, and
eullo! out: That the demoustrations of the German bourgeoisie
seemed  to him Jike teslatiors of street robbers that Other
sireet robbers .zize &':m by iz throat, or of prosfilutes that
they are violaled. = This embittered trend of feeling among many
social democratic workers was also expressed in the attitude of
the social democratic fraclion in the German Reichstag. Many
social ¢ ratic members ot the Reid.lsn&eiell exiremely un-
comloriable in this national united front in the company of Cuno
and Stinnes, and the residue of their proletarian and infernational
sense of duty, led to the complefe dissolution of the social demio-
cratic Reichsiag fraction. While the majority of the Iraction
supported the vole of conlidenee in the Cuno government, a great
many wémbers abstaived from vofing at all, and 16 others gave
up their voting papers with the express explanation that they
were not voting. Thus it was only the communists who une-
quivocally declared class war against the Cuno government
in the German Reichstagand manilested by their voles that they
actually take up this war. In Frauce also, it is only the commu-
nists who have taken up a really defermined struggle against
French militarism, and who are being thrown into the” French
prisons for refutiug Karl Licbknecht’s cry of: War against
imperialist war

The Communist International expects of all workers, em-
goyéa. ofiicials, peasants, and soldiers, including those belonging

the socialist parties, thai they now fake up the fight all over
Europe agaiust the capitalists, that all the exploited join forces
against ifers, all proletarians against the bourgeoisie.

Hence step taken by the Communist International, hence
the repeated earnest a for a common proletarian fight,
despite all lack of faith in the reformist leaders. The proleiariat
of Furope is confronted with the choice: either fo join with the
nationa! bourgeoisie in the national united front, and fo take part
in the fresh war, in the uew and terrible conflicts and ruin of
Ceniral Europe, or {0 join the workers of all couniries in inexor-
able class war and ruthless struggle and war against infer-
national capital. The Communist International is at ils post, it is
determined and ready to light. It is now the turu of Second
Interpational and of the Amsterdamers io speak.

| POLITICS

Resolution of the Moscow Soviet
on the Ruhr Quesiion

¢ 1o again plunge
war,

_ have now

The plenum of the Moscow Soviet stigmatizes these bes
trayers of the working class as ullerly despicable, but at the
same time enthusiastically greets the heroic struggles of the Com-
munist Parties. of France and Germany, on whose shoulders the
whole burden of the fight falls, in so dangerous an hour for the
working class.

‘The plenum of the Moscow Soviet appeals to the working
men and women of ail countries, and above all to those of France
and Germany, to close ranks beuneath the flag of the Communist
International and Red International of Labor Unions, these sole
leaders and champions of the cause of peace, of the cause of
emancipation of the working class, of the cause of Communism.

For the workers of all countries the slogan must be: War
against war!

United front of the working class against the crimes of the
bourgeoisie!

Long live the fight of the working class!

Long live the general staff of the working class—the Com-
munist International!

The Situation in Italy
By Edmondo Peluso (Rome).

I'he solemu entry of the victor into the city of the Caesars,
escorted by the great Facist army, the ovations of the bourgeoisie,
the approval ol the king, — all this but a few weeks ago, aroused
the belief, that Mussolini’s 1eign would be a fairly long one.

But despile all this, it has sufficed to waich him at his
work for barely two months, and closely to observe his first
actions as head of the govermment, to arrive at the conclusion
that the dicfatorship of the Fascist chief will not die of old age.

The great masses who helped Fascism to power, because
they hoped to find in it a new Messiah for their salvation, began
to disintegrate imancdiately aHer the first days of the Fascist
minisiry. For the economic basis of this party is compleiely

lacking in firmness and stability, and Mussolini is quite unable

fo pursue a poliv% calculated to even hall satisly all the heteroge-
neous elements which have gathered around him outside the great
masses of the proletariat.

~_The hour has come for him to redeem his promises, Mus-
solini’s followers, greedy for booty aud profits, are pressing
around him and demanding their reward for having changed
their creed. Thus the first experience of the dictator is the deep
disappoiniment of the band of adventurers and carreer hunters.
According to Mussolini’s announcement, he appointed to govern-
mental posts, that is, as accomplices in his policy, generals and
men possesing the “required elasticity” of movement for these
“delicate” and confidential fupctions (governmental and police
presidents). In this manner xx& only have the liberals and demo-
crats of yesterday been swept out of the way with one blow,
but also the nationalists, the grolhcrs-in-arms of the Fascisti, and
these now feel themselves to be treated as patriots of an inferior
ﬂu_x_ahly,.ll not actually as suspicious characlers. Their motlo:

The king and the nation”, has gone out of fashion, for in the
eyes of the ex-revolutionary there is but one motio which has
‘ln'{d :alue or validity fo-day: “ For Mussolini, God, and father-
and ”,

All who do not fully share this view are suspicious charac-
ters. This is the reason why so many organizations have been
dissiloved; among them d’Annunzio’s organization, the “ Legion
of the Bold”, by which a strong band of fiery and belligerent
youth has been driven into the ranks of the opposition, The dic.
taior has wrested the weapons from their hauds, but he cannot

disarm their spirit.
The germs of disintegration, long present but still laten
netrated openly info the ranks of the great Fasci
army. In Ferrare, Rome, and other places, the Coundotliere are
figihing briskly against the Fascist bands ofr the maiutenance of
their dominance in their sphere of activily.

One oi“ihe first offical acts of the dictator was to dismiss
numerous officials, and fo replace these by iools of his own,
By this he has considerably increased the number of discontented
in the ministerial and nistrative bodies. And instead of
unprovup& their materiol position, he has on the contrary, done
away wiith the special remuneration for overtime work, and has

burdened these and all other workers by a wage fax.

Siuce 1870 the schools of Italy have been secular.
But Mussolini has recently proclaimed that the secular
of the schools
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is o be the work of the one-fime schoolmaster and arch-Jacobin
Mussolini, But the anti-religious and freemasonic straa are still
fairly powerful in Haly, so that this decision of the Fascist govern-
ment nay only have the effect of bringingl to a head the dull hate
of Halian freemasonry for the dictator. The are a large nunber
of leading commanders m the Fascist ranks, as for insiance ltalo
Balbo. of Eologna, who are at tife same (ime high dignitaries
among freemasons, and are by no means in agreement with Mus-
solini on this subject.

The annulment of the compulsory housing measures, in
force since the war, has been announced by the new minisiry
to take place within a short time, and this has brought about
a cerfain feeling of panic among the petly bourgeois circles who
chose Mussolini for their idol. tor such a measure will plunge
a greal number of pely-bourgeois households into the greatest
possible uneertainly and confusion through fear of nolice 10 quit,
of the traubles of house hunting, and especially of the inevitable
rise in rents. .

By increasing the term of compulsory active military service
in Haly to 18 months, the Fascist government not onl
ruins the state exchequer, already burdened by a deficit of 0 billion
lire which the Fascist government had: promised to cover, but it
nas also aroused the dissatisfaction of the great masses of ltalian
peasants, wo lorm the main strengith of the active standing army
and are by no means pleased fo make the government a present
of lonF years of slavery. :

The above is a fair outline of the whole of the positive work
accomplished by the dictator since October 28. It would be a
waste of time to enumerate all the persecutions of (he proletariat,
all the restrictions ot every description imposed on the press, on
the right of holding meetings, eic., (ﬁuile contrary to law and even
to the constitution. It will sulfice if we mention that only a few
zl)ays ago, in Turin, a specially mobilized Fascist troop was able

slaughter ten proletarians in cold blood, in the open sireet,
without the government taking any steps whatever to prevent it,
as a reprisal lor the death of two Fascisti killed in a tumult.
ut the dictatorship against the workers can only be main-
fained if the bourgeoisie succeeds in mainfaining unity in its
own ranks. But the latest measure of the dictator, the dissolution
of the Royal Guard and its subsfitution by a Fascist guard, seems
10 have siruck a severe blow at the foundations of the military
basis which constitutes his real power. As soon as the formation
of a Fascist guard was announced, the Corriere della Sera, the
organ of the educated Italian bourgeoisie, uitered the first cry of
warning, and dearly tpo-imed out the dangers atlendant on the
formation of a guard for the special rurposes ol a single party,
or rather of a single person: Mussolini.

The decree announcing the dissolution of the Royal Guard,
and coming into force on January 1., has aroused the bitferest
indignation among the 100,000 police officials who thus find
themselves thrown unceremoniously into the street, for the miost

rt entirely without means of support. This fact allows us to

fer comprehend the events which took place on December 31.
and January 1., in almost al' the large towns of hal‘:, but especially
in Turin und Naples, where the R(:‘val Guards, hitherto comrades-
in-arms of the Fascisti, killed and wounded a large number of
them, burnt down the Fascist club houses, and marched through
the main streets to the accompaniment of revolver and rifle fire,
and of cries of “Down with Mussolini! Down with the Fas-
cisti!”

“The govermment prohitited the newspapers from publishing
any other than {he official report of these occurences. But the
fact that it seeks to hide the fruth is in itself sufficient proof of
the importance of the movement, though the government asserts
that it has successfully surpxeued it. " Even 1f we assume this
o be correct, we may conlidently believe that the government is
only femporarily successful in suppressing one of the forces which
it has unchained against itself.

For it will be Mussolini’s fate to fall by the hands of the
forces which he will encounter in ever incru:inﬁ numbers on his
road of oppression. And the day is not far ofl. .

ECONOMICS »

e Situation of Russian Indusiry
' By Bogdanov. ;
From a speech delivered at the 10th All Russian Soviet Congress.
- During the four years of civil war the whole of our forces
:mployed in def our frontiers, and in fight
s away on ilttln. to _

were

further

of the New Ecouonic Holicy, We must describe the ditficult

conditions attendant on the com

the New Economic Policy

It is clear that the New Economic Policy is no accidental
episode in our revolutionary struggle; it is not a method which
we adopt to-day, and can discard again to-morrow by a decree
of the same or another congress; it is a definite process, and
a long period will_be required before it has fulfilled its task
of strengthening olir economics and attaining a higher form of

organizaion for our industry. It is only aiter we have reached =

this higher level of development that we can pass painlessly
over fo socialism.

The difficuit Conditions of the First-Period.

- The transition to the New Economic Policy involved de-
priving industry to a considerable extent of sfate supporf, and
the industrial undertakings were obliged to raise the means
required fo pay wages themselves, and to purchase raw mafterials,
fuel, efc. in the market. But famine, lack of purchasing power
among the peasantry, fear of putting bread and goods on the
market, had had such an effect that there was no market at all,
and industry was thus frequently forced to sell its products to
any buyer who presented himself, without making any proper
calculation, and without considering whether the buyer was a
private dealer or a state authority. The goods had to be sold
to any body who paid cash enabling wages to be paid. The
state, just beﬁielmin to re?ulale its finances, had not yet -ceased
to take over the products of industry for purposes of systematized
economics, without giving materia! compensation for the products
taken. This period lasted for about eight months,” and was not
properly overcome unfi} the spring. Despite the difficult con-
ditions governing the markef, industry has carried through its
task successfully; the apparatus confrolling industry, and the
workers engaged in industry, have been able to maintain their
position. Their future task consists in rendering this position

more secure.
Light Industry.

Especially good progress has been made in the sphere
of light industry (an increase of production of one and a half
times to four times that of our year crisis, 1920). Here we find
a production sufficing in mapy cases to meet the requirements
of our market.

At the same time all faciors of production have con-
siderably improved during this year in light industry, for in-
stance, in the textile industry. We have increased and improved
our sources of supply of raw materials and fuel, we have increased
the productivity ol work by one and a half fo two and a Half times
in the various branches of the textile industry, we have in-
creased the work of the industrial undertakings by (wo to three
times, attaining {o two thirds of the pre-war standard. The actual
wages of the workers reached 70 per cent of the pre war wages.
Compared with 1921, and especially compared with 1920, we
have taken an enormous stride forward; the fextile industry has
a firm footing, and its further progress is dependent on the
measures taken.

The working conditions in the textile industry were per-
haps the most difficult of all. In October the price realized for
chintz was lower than the cost price, which resulted in a gradual
diminution in the turnover capital of this branch of industry.
The condition required to aid this industry, and {o enable
to continue its work, is the granting of a credit assisting it Ao
overcome, as easily as possible, the inevitable autumn depress

The Question of Raw Material.

After the revolution the peasants ceased to produce raw
materials for indusiry; they cased to breed cerfain animals,
for instance sheep, so that the supply of sheep’s wool was greatly
reduced. The progress which we now observe in light industry
is closel boundP up with our progress in obtaining supplies of raw
materials. This year we must import from abroad about
2 million puds of cotton and 300,000 puds of sheep’s wool. One
of our most fundamental tasks for next year is the improvement
of our raw material economics.

! : 4 mplete reconsiruction of the organi-
zation of our industry, its collision with the free market, and with
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creases ra

position being secured

The position of the metal industry differs in various places.

The Ural duui;tl, having cheap labor and considerable quan-

tities of wood fuel at its disposa !

t1ip projected production from 4 to 8 mil
his improv

, is workinp. and has increased
ion puds this year.

ement began in August, and the productivity in-

pidly from month to month,

P rad has obtained fuel in return for the wood shav-

sold d, and is reviving the factories (chiefly of the

metal and metallurgic industry), with this fuel. The locomotive

factories can now lace the future with greater confidence, their
orders for 508 new locomotives within
three years, and by 1 large repairing orders.

Metal industry in the south is in a particularly diiffcult
position. This is the most important metal area, producing in

;':nt years three quarters of the total metal production, about

80 million puds. The production here this year is somewhat
greater than in the Ural district, but the absolute figures are
still very insignificant, amounting in all to only 2% per cent
of the pre-war figures. .y o
In some branches of the metal-working industry a crisis is
impending. Lack of financial means renders it impossible for
the {raffic commissariat to give the required orders. The produc-
tivity of the agricultural machinery indusiry is also extremely
small. The development of this indusiry is hampered by the low
rchasing powers of the peasantry. The peasant was accustomed

; buy agricultural machices on credit, but the industry is not

in a position to seli its products on credit.

But even here, as in light industry, there is an increase
of productivity 10 be obutveg, one and a half times as much
hlvzsg been produced in rison with last year, while the
work demanded of the industrial underiakings has so increased,
that in many factories in the Ural district it has attained to
more than 50 per cent of the pre-war standard. There is also
an improvement to be noted in the utilization of raw materials
fuel; the amount of cast iron produced with a certain
amount of fuel has increased. As in light indusiry, general
ogress in productive conditions has been made, and many
mportaut advantages have been won. Further development de-
pends on the financial situation,

Fuel.

Tiis year has also seen rapid strides forward with regard
to fuel. The ouiput of both coal and naphta have increased; the
output of naphtm', for instance is aiready 50 per cent of the
pre-war ouiput, Our coal output is 34 per cent of the pre-war
output, The percentage of fuel employed for_suppxlgmg the
mines decreases from year to year (3Y per cent in 1920, 28 per
cent in 1922), : .

{n the Don basin we passed through a severe crisis last
year, invoiving considerable reduction of output,

‘thie naphta indusiry, on the other hand, has not reduced
its production, and Baku and Grosny have been working with
the accuracy of clockwork during the whole year,

The ufilization of fuel has undergone much improvement
during ihe year, less wood being employed, and more mineral
fuel. Three years ago 80 per cent of the fuel required by the

state had to be supplied by wood. In the future we shall however
caleulate u a reserve of 2 million cubic metres of wood only
and meet rest of our systematic fuel consumption by mineral
fuel. Only a ‘l:ﬂ“ further exertion is required, and we shall
have attained normal pre-war proportion of wood and
mineral fuel.

|

This year, as last, the state, despite the lack of financial
resources, exged Wl:he sums on dectriﬁalio‘m.tWork
has alread em:ktada two most important stations

i Kaschi the “ Red Ociober” sm?:nmrPetro-

Work is in full progress at the hydro-electric station
roi, ene of the greatest siations of Elilr. and at
T Kisilowsk, and Nischni-Novgorod, work has
also been u&m“ the station in Schafura and at the station

tati without special mention. I need
hat this work is proceeding uninterruptedly, and that
ears we shall have ni tomiou.eu!ii:ﬁlmto

comparison is made with the price of bread. It was not until
the ‘::.ropo created a market, and awakened a demand among
the peasantry, that these comparative prices began to_equalize.

There was no market before; it is only since September
that a real market can be spoken of. In this market our state
industry has been able to fully mainfain its position in whole-
sale trade, and has retained 50 to 70 per cent of the turnover in
its own hands. Here we have not abandoned one single position.
But state industry cannot deal directly with the immediate con-
sumers, the peasants, .

It is typical of our market that for the period of a year
the selling prices of the great industrial underlakings were
lower than the market prices. This difference was inconsiderable
during the time of depression in the summer, but it increased
with lghe revival of the market, and the market price of the best
selling manufactured articles rose to 50 to 60 per cent above the
selling price of the trusts. This is a sign that the endeavor of
industry towards a rise in the price of its productions is a
healthy and normal phenomenon.

Foreign trade.

The role glayed by the state organs in foreign trade has
greatly increased in importance, and approximately 50 per cent
of our foreign turnover falls to state indusiry. Our main export
brauches, such as the wood indusiry, have won a secure position
in the market during this year. The export of our naphta pro-
ducts has greatly increased. This year a breach was made in
the blockade against our naphtha products in foreign markets,
aud in the course of the year we exported naphtha {o the value
of 14 million gold roubles.

The rubber manufacturing industry is also be inning to
send its products to foreign markets. The quality of the articles
manufactured is quite up to foreign requirements.

Questions of organization.

Before the Oth Soviet congress the organizatory questions
of our indusiry, under the new conditions created by state
capitalism, had not been adequaitely formulated. The Oth congress
creajed the basis of re-organization. We have had to
the principle of various central distribution authorities, from strict
ceniralism, to autonomy of the economic undertakings.

The fundamental organizing cell of our industry, which
we have designated with the word *trust”, has proved .a
eiement of essential vitality., We do not form these trusts
mechanically all after one pattern, but every cousideration is
accorded o economic and fechnical conditions in each separate
case. The other form of organization of our industry, the union
of thie separate trusts into syndicates, has also proved to be
of lasting value. More than 50 per cent of our trusts are united
in syndicates,

What are the conclusions to be drawn from the situation
of our indusiry thus describe{l? We must above all recognize
the fact that during the past ydar, industry has passed the dead

int of the crisis of the last few years. This preliminar step

.has been taken. It is greater in light industry than in eavy.

There are signs that this development will proceed further, for
the living forces of the proletariat are working for it, and these
forces strengthen industry both quantitatively and qualitatively,

The commanding position incorporated in our nationalized
state industry has remained completely in the hands of the proles
tariat. We can look to the coming year with much greater cone
fidence than we could at last year's congress, when our industry
was still inexperienced in the New Economic Policy. We are
able to wait, and we are able to demand conditions &vouble o
us from the foreign capitalists who are beginning to stream
towards us.

Our New Economic Policy sets us the task of encounters
ing foreign and inland capital—where their appearance is

_ avoidable—with a m‘ismt{uand cenfralized :mfpit:dustry. This

year has demonsira t we are equal to this and we
are fully convinced that next year our positions will be finally
/ ———

The Economic Situation in Hungary

and the Hungarian Proleiariat

By Georg.
The results of the Hungarian counter-revolution have

ruin {o economy and starvation for the working class,
fent which horrifies even the bourgeoisie. Afler a

of a prospertly, all the sympioms of an aculer crisis
myamglm as lor instance

set
clothing In x
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impossible o state exact figures, as the Horthy t does

submit any draft of the budget o parliament. But the stale
finances for 1923 are said 1o have a deficit of 55 milliards, which
is o be “covered” by the issue of noles.” The reparation demands
of the Entente have also done their work, and efiected a general
“ilight from the crown”. The capitalists accumulate foreign secu-
rities, and-eflect a great arfificial depreciation of the crown, in
order {0 prove the insolvency of e country by this inflation
policy, which is consciously pursued even by the government.
A renewed wave of increased prices follows on the heels of the
fall of the crown, but wages remain unaltered.

Even the government found jtsell obliged to do something

to placale gublic opinion last year, and go! up an “emergency

action”.  This bowever ¢nded in a miserable fiasco, and in any
case was not intended fo alleviate the misery of the proletariat,
but merely to distract the attention of the workers from their

ight. The bourgeoisie en!'loys almost complele freedom from taxa-
ion, while all siate liabilities are borne by the working class
and the small farmers. The landowners sell Jleir products abroad
for the sake of higher profils, while Hungary itself, although for
the most part agrarian, is forced fo buy the same products, lats,
potaioes, and even wheat abroad. The result of this is that food
prices have continually increased, even at the time when the Hun-
foarinu crown was temporarily stabilized last year, and did not

llow the downward movement of the German mark. This ex-
fortion in prices is supported by the government, as this is in
the hands of the large laudowners and bankers. The slate autho-
rities frequently j:roceed against small dealers (thus a street
hawker, an ill-clad invahd, was inlerned in camp lor two years
for excessive prices), while usurers and profiteers on a large
scale’ go scot free. This usury exercised against the working
class by high prices and taxation, combined with the lowest wages
in Europe, is driving the workers inlo the miseries of lamine.
In order to suppress any desperate aclions on the part ol the
working class, the Horihy government requires the aid, not
only of its democralic parliamentarism, but also a continuation of
the White Terror, now legalized in the form of a “security law”,
and also carried on illegally by the Fascist organizations.

There is no wonder that foreign capital takes a particular
interest in this White Guard Eldorn£ Czecho-Slovakian under-
fakings are removing to Hungary with their machinery, French
capitalists are investing their money in Hungarian undertakings,
and are having new buildinEs crected, Belgian capital is applying
for the municipal undertakings of the capital city, and even
Stinnes has vot omitted the Hungarian prolelariat from his plan
of reconstruction. He already has a share in a number of iron
concerus, and is continually purchasing fresh shares in Hungarian
undertakings. Tt is in fact a most profitable business for infer-
national capital fo emigrate to Hungary.

With the workers the case is otherwise. Thousands are
trying fo leave the coumry, many have already emigraied. In
the course oi last year a Lck of skilled technical workers was
felt, and the Horthy bourgeoisie felt obliged {o take drasfic mea-
sures Aﬁain.sl the emigration tendency. Miners desirous of going
fo the Ruhr area were arrested er the prelexi of being cou-
nected with secret emigration ﬁeuls. and the govermuent even
sent ifs spies cially to the Ruhr district for the purpose ot
discovering the “ secret conneciions ” between the Husgarian wor-
kers there and Budapest. The umion of Hungarian building
indusiries demanded irom the government the sirict prohibition
of emigrition for all qualified workers.

. The most striking illustration of the existi
ditions is to be found in the bourgeois stafistics,
consumption of bread to have decreased in Budazs
40%, as compared with pre-war, consumption,
the number of inhabitants of the capita

famine con-
ich show the

330 to 370 crowns, fat 400 crowns, flour 90 fo 100 crowss, asd
the bakers are demanding an inunediate rise in the bread price
of 5 crowns per pound,

In October last, a bourgeois economic expert calculaied the
weekly minimum cost of living of a family of five at 11,420
crowns; the social democratic organ gave the sum, for absolute
becessilies exclusive ol housing ete, on Oclober 21, as 6,111
crowns, while the maximum wage of the best paid workers was
5,000 crowus, of the assistant workers 2,700, and of lemale wor-
kers 1,000 crowns, 9“(:'0_“11!12 to the bourgeois stalistician above
mentioned the index” figures of increased prices amounted in

October, wheu the crown was stable, to 23.8 per cent as compared:

with the preceding month, while the social democratic trade union
paper characteristically calculates a lower index figure, 20.1 per
cent, for the same time,

The misery of the Hungarian proletariat is mirrored in the
wage conditions of the best paid metal workers. Although the most
modest computation shows their real wages 10 have sunk 35
10 40 per cent in the year 1922, the employers’ union has refused
to grant any rise in wages, and adds nsult’ to injury by calliug
upon the workers lo nmﬁrove their material position by ‘working
10 to 11 hours daily. The anuulment of the eight hour day, even
amoug those categories of workers who held to if despite the ra ing
Terror, and the introduction of the ten hour day, are amongst the
demands of the counter-revolution. When venturing on such
provocalions, the capitalists reckon on the docility the trade
union leaders, whose chief care is invariably 1o warn the wor-
kers “against ill-considered action and irresponsible provoca-
teurs”, that is, against any struggle whatever. A member of (he
bourgeois opposition giving his report simultaneously with a
social democrat in a provincial fown, was enabled to declare, with
perfect truth, that he found much more patriotism and “ under-
standing of the emergency of the fatherland” among the social
democrats than among maay of the bourgeoisie. e working
class will be cxrosed io the miseries of starvation until it ceases
fo entrusi its fate fo the patriotic Hungarian knights of the
Second and two and a half Internationals.

THE LABOR MOVEMENT

The Enslavement of the Mining
Proletariat
By Gustav Soboitha (Berlin).

1922 has been a year of severe fighting and many defcais
for the whole mining proletariat. In German especially, thining
capital assumed an aftitude of increased offensive towards the
miners from the very beginning of the year. The wages of the
miers were fo be reduced, ﬁl(tir working hours iengthened.
On March 23, 1922, the former imperial minisier Gothein stated
before the social political committee of the stale economic council,
that the seven hours’ shift is an obstacle u which the recon-
stitution of Germany, that is, the capitalist reconstitution, is
bound fo be shizwrecked. The first aim therefore was to abolish
the seven hour shift, and thus clear the way for the abolition
of the eight hour day. Eight days later, c{uring negotiations
held by the state coal-mining council on March 31, the workers'
representative Loffler, m r of the committee of the Miners
Union, also adopted the standpoint that the output of coal must
be increased, and expressed himself in favor of an agreement
providing for overtime and extra shifts. This circumsiance was
a welcome mﬂuni(y to the mining capitalists, and they imme-
diately seat their faifhful minister Groener, who then exercised
oressure on the social democrats in the government, and thus at
fhe same time on the reformist leaders of miners’ organization
to induce them to abandon the sham resistance they luﬁ
hitherto offered to the abolition of the seven hour shift in mines,
The first attack was then made in May, but failed, thanks 1o the
attitude of the miners’ representafives. At the
of all miners’ organizations under
%Lyll.inﬁochmovminuudleu rejected.

ministers who had come ally to the conference to aid
the union leaders to break resisiance of the miners——the
state minister of labor Brauns and the state minister of econos
mics ~—encountered a l:mmﬁaﬁnmgrddm. and had
return to without accomplishing object. .

The capitalists and their helpers, the ministers and frade
union bureaucrats, not
A course

: ip, held on
ed shifts were

abandon fheir projects.

o
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no effect. The miners were not to be persuaded to

ﬂﬁ: t’:w“ln agreement lengthening the shifts. It was only by

the aid of a cunningly thought out plan that the union leaders

were enabled to h‘l\::&ug the mmers. At the international mpiners

congress the German delegation and its chairman ‘Iilusflr;\ug‘.
ially emphatic m uiterly rejeciing any though

mere?:urkinuy hours for the miners, But belore these thunder

ing speeches had ceased to re-echo, the commiitee convened a con-

niidential representatives in Bochum, and had a
%‘l‘mog'pﬁsm em er‘i)ng it to take sieps towards -relieving
the coal shortage. ihe commiitce of the miners’ union of course
considered a lengthened shiit agreem:nt to be the most sujable
step, and an agreement with the colliery owners was regolved
upo;n according {o which the miners from September, weré to
work one hour onger for 6 days in the wezk, or two hours lougc:l
for 3 days. It tock about six wecks beiore the leaders of nln;
organizations succeeded in the breaking the resistance of the
miners, and even theu only a small number bega'\n working over-
time. The majority demanded a shop stewards’ conference, and
that it be put to t‘e vote whether the agrecment resolved upon
by the union leaders be accepted or not. By means of the assis-
tance lent by the security police, and by dismissing the uners
takng a leading part against the lon%.et working hgurs, the
introauction of the eighth hour was finally accomplished in
every colliery of the Ruhr valley. With respect to rises in
wages the miners have had to struggle just as obstinafely as in
the overtime question, and here they have met with equal defe:nlt.
Af the close of the year their actual wages were considerably
lower than at the beginning. R O

mining capitalists, on other hand,

utinﬁ;li?e Dur'mgg tbepsut ear the output of coal increased colu-
siderably. According to the figures stated up fo now ORR' the
Deut Be:;ﬂadtun “" (German Mining Periodical),
the output for the year in the iuhr valley is estimated at 97.3 mil-
liou fons. This is an increase of 3.2 miilion tons compared with
last year, and exceeds the oytput of 1911, and is but little én-
ferior to the output of 1913. If must also be taken into cons:es-
ration that the production of coke has extraordinarily mcre? 4
The daily work performed by the miners has also increased from
mouth to_month. P B EgE.

Thus in October the output of one day’s wor 4
tons. This exceeds the output of the preceding month of Sep-
tember by 22,505 tons, and that of October 1921 by 30,000 tons.
In the month of November 1922 the ouel?ui again rose fo
354,483 fons, an increase of a further 14,878 tons. According
fo the figures ascerfained up to the present, the month of De-
cember shows a daily output of 344,000 tons as compared with
November. This is a slight failing off, but is still a suhslanuzfl
increase as compared with October. With regard (o the produc-
tion of coke no exact figures have as yet been published, but as :il;
paper of the German coal barons, itself states, this has increa
4 fined to the Ruhr valley

This increased t is not confined to the Ruhr '
but also applies to the Central German lignite district, the largest
of its kimf in Germany, where the output of brown coal has been
greatly increased. In 1921 the brown coal oulput of this dis-
trict was 84.7 million tons, bul before the close of 1922 an oulput
of over 95 million fons had been reached, am increase of over

=

The mine owners invariabl
drawing attention to the increased number of workers
This is uot the case however. In the month of Oclober 1
144,318 workers were employed in the Central German brown
coal district, and in October 1922 there were 147,210, This is an
increase of only 2%, while the increase in coal output was more
than 12 %. same applies to the Ruhr valley, where the in-
i mmrn(:pioyedisnotinpmpomontothem-

account for this mcreue:x
1,
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61928 M. — 40.93%

fon of coal was . « o « o o o o O W " aioik

for taxes ;\n-.l‘lc»ics_ TR AN
remained to he capitalists for seiticme . )
of prime costs and for prolils . 36557 M. = 24.10%

In the mouth of November the proporiion had altered as
follows: B S
share for wages and salaries . . 233,04 M == 28.77%
taxes and o-.h%‘r levusl ‘s . .m. - 200804 M. = 33.13%
remained to the capitalists for settlemen ) )

of prime costs au!d for proiits . 0914 M. == 38.10%

Within three months the share falling to wages and salaries
as shrunk irom 40,93% to 2871%. ; he capi
Il':lsistsh have risen from 24,16% to 38,10%. This calculation is
based on a daily cuiput o1 530 k%,n per head per shift. In a great
many collicries” the output per head and shilt is however much
higher. The *“Hiberuia” colliery for insfance, a company eme-
ploying 25000 workers, had atfained an ouiput of 700 kgs per
head and shift as carly as 1921, according to its own'bus:ness
report, and this will certainly have been further increased
in 1022, _ -

This reduction of the workers' share is particularly
expressed by the fact that the rises in wages do not in the least
correspond {o the increased cost of living. )\ccm:d_u’:;; to the
state Statistic Office the costs of living rose by 65.7% in Oc-
tober 1922 as compared with the month of ’beplqnber. The rise
in wages granted the miners was only 247%. !"’rom October to
November 1922 the costs of living rose by 1147, the wages by
only 74%. In December the costs of living increased by at lez‘a”ut
100%, as compared with an increase in wages of about 50%.
M would not have been-possible for such a frightiul state of
affairs to have arisen, had the reformst {rade unions not done
their utmost to nip in the bud any signs of a desire to fight
amongst the miners. ) »

The want and misery into which the German miners are

lunged may best be realized by a perusal of the follou_m;ﬁ
igures, In November 1913 a miner in the Ruhr basin receiv
an average wage of 550 marks, equivalent to 14 dollars. In
November 1922 the average daily wage was 1701 marks. That
was 4 dollar.

in November 1913 the miner received for his day's wages fi“/-, bs ihm

» o n n o»mow on o» 2
: : }&1)‘3’ " " w v »n " li‘]-_); & "“m
" » » EEI I L » A J
:: ,: l”l:; » » ” »n » » » zlh .l ::m
» n 1922, ., » B ow w 2 0.
w w1818, ., n nwon »n 1 -iﬂ”' pit SN‘S.“
" 1922 ,, w e » a pafch o0 a pit

» .
'I“l" » ” i »n ” » » . " un
,',' 1922 ,, ,, h‘,ll woik for 8 whele week tefore he could buy
2 pit suit, : o

The constant retreats beaten by the miners’ organizations
encouraged the mine owners, and their colleagues in the steel
and iron industries, to continue the same line of action. When
the labor organizations demanded fresh negotiations in the middle
of December, the colliery owners declared that no rise in wages
was {o be granfed, and that they were not prepared {o negotiate
before January 12. Their colleagues in the iron industry applied
to the state government with the demand that an increase in the
miners’ wages was not to be agreed to under any circumstances.
At the same time the capitalist press set up the wildest agitation
against the miners. This shameful conduct aroused such indig-
nation and excitement among the miners that the reformist
leaders were almost swept away. In order to prevent this, the
leaders of the miners’ union in particular, adopled an extremely
radical tone, and rejected the government’s first offer of inter-
mediation, when uno agreement was come {o between the mine
owners-and the labor organizations. This was however merely
an empty demonstration, for the miners’ union simultaneously
headed a savage campaigp of agitation against the communists.
A number of confidenti esentatives of the workers, not even
communists, but dissa hﬂr with the constantly false tactics of
the miners’ union, were expelled from the union. The Amster-
dam bureaucrats thus destroyed their own union rather than be
obliged to lead a miners’ fight. And when, at the instigation of
the rument, another arbifration award was pronounced,
W offered not a peany more than the first, the union
were content, and They even accepted the

that the interrupted working of overfime, should be taken up

again from January 15. onwards.
The crushing enslavement to which the inin

m.ﬂb‘gw;‘m: e W
;! W Blgtions o impased by The §

ro

Ihe profits of the capi- -

' struggle,
~ - sruggle (Ludwigshafen), The winni
[ EIn aawishein),

No, 1L

International Press Correspondence. ' 80

German mine owners ur/;ze the last drop of blood out of the
mining proletariat.

The ever sinking actual wages of the German miner are at
the same time a_danger for his comrades abroad. Simultaneously
with the intensified offensive of mining capital, a tendency to-
wards sharper oppressive measures could be observed amoug the
mining capitalists of England, France, Belgium, and the Saar
district. The English capitalists persist in a dgtermined refusal
to raise the wages.of the pitmen, though these still remain 80%
behind the increased cost of living. In Northern France all
means are being employed to further lengthen the shifts, and a
favorable moment is being looked for to abolish the eight hour
day by a Parliamentary decree. In the Saar district the miners
are also carrying on a severc struggle against reductions of
wages by the French authorities. Despite this, wages have here
been also considerably reduced, although prices have increased.
Thus at the present time the pit workers are earning between
13 and 14% francs. * Hewers' wages vary between 14 and 10
francs. After all taxes and liabilities have been deducted, the
hewer receives a monthly wage of 314 to 320 francs. Compared
with pre-war wages aud prjces, this is about half the actual pre-
war wage.

For the miners there is no other course than to organize
a common international struggle, participated in by the world
mining proletarial, against capilalism, against the enforcement
of the peace treaty and the Spa agreement. If this ight caunol
be taken up with the consent of the Amsterdam trade umion
leaders, then it must be taken up against their will, if the miners,
and with them the whole proletarial, are not to perish in misery.

The Question of a United Front

By W. Minzenberg.

The efforts of the Commumst International, towards the
creation o1 a unifed front ol defeuse against the world-offensive
of Capital, showed that a united proletarian front can only be
realized by a fight against the principal strongholds of the Secial
Democratic parties and trade wuions, and ouly through a wide-
spread Communist propadanda. This lesson, learned from
previous expericuce in lighting for a united front, should be
recogimized as indisputable by every comrade. Another question
is the question of how to proceed with the agitation for a united
front among the great mass of people. Mistaken as the Fries-
land group was, when it withdrew from the 3rd lnternational,
in believing that wnity could only be brought about through
negoiiation with the head organizations, it 1s au equally great
error to believe thai the united front can only be achieved through
propaganda among the great politically ‘indifferent and un-
orgamzed masses.  Since the collapse of the Berlin conference
last year and of the peace comedy at the Hague, negoliations
between the Communist International with the principal bodies of
the Second International and the Amsterdam Trade Union Inter-
national, or of the executive of any Conununist Party with the
Social Democratic parties of the same country have become much
more difficult and, at preseul, are practically impossible. But
there is still another question, whether we should confine our-
selves to the proletarian and politically active elements i the
Social Democratic Party and the social democratic unions, in this
propaganda for a united front. It is true that circumstances
may arise in {he various coumiries, where a parficular
sharpening of the political situation, might make it possible for
the Communist Party to assume coulrol, and to unite in the
struggle the great mass of workers who are not members of the
party. But cur propaganda for bringing about a uuited froni is
not concerned with the exceptional action which springs forth im-
pulsively, forced by historical events. Rather it atiemps fo dis-
cover, through orgamization and propaganda a meaus to over-
come the apathy of the despairing masses of workers i Central
Europe, to prepare them at least ideologically, and, if '%ouible. to
organize them for common action. But {o ish this, the
r'opngandammtbewemed.noksomuchuith broad sec-
ions of the politically indifferent. It must be extremely dexterous
in spreading its agitation the politically active groups of
the social democratic parties and ihe unions unzu their mfluence,
For, unless these groups are won over fo the tactics of a uaited
proletarian front, the Communist Inlernational and its parties
will find it difficuli, for some time, to lead the masses into the

and above all fo refain control in case of a simple
over of such groups to
of a united front is undoubtedly possible but it demands

‘m.%&'a&nh ! ygmb:“ehuiuty.a
derably greater 0 circumstances a greater

workers. The politically active groups (party functionaries and
shop-committee meun) in the sogul democrati riies and the
trade unions are bound by a hundred ties, fo their party and
unions, through the tradition of many years membership, through
the power of habit, through personal bonds and friendships, 2“
would be very difficult to completely alienate the politically active
elemeats of f old parties and unions from their organizations
and fo bring them info the Communist Parly. But it is possible
fo win over fo a real conception of the Communist Infernational
and its problems, that element{ which stands in no dependent
relations as an_employee of the*party or the union, but which
actually works in the workship factories and min .

The aﬁilah‘on within each group must deal, in the first
place, with the economic and political questions of the particular
country, with the increased cost of living, Fascism, eic. We.-need
mention here only one of the international questions which should
serve as points for propaganda, namely, the question- of the
attitude ot (he world-proletariat to Soviet Russia. Immediately
after the victory of the Communist Parl; in Russia in the autumn
of 1917, and even more so in 1918 and ¢ 19, a storm of enthusiasm
swept the ranks of the proletariat the world over. Fven the
nou-Communist sectious, the still numerous Cenire_parties yielded
to the pressure of the enthusiastic workers and declared them-
selves solidly with Soviei Russia. A certain reaction among
the masses appeared when, in the course of Russia’s history, she
found it necessary to undertake a retreat in the econowmic field,
which the social ‘democratic press utilized in a shameless way
In ils propaganda against Soviet Russia. Buf it is important
to recall that when in 1921 the ferrible famine so greatly
endangered Sovier Russia, and one was actually compelled fo
reckon with the precarious ition of the Soviet government,
the old Jove and spirit cf soliJ:)rsiiy of the foreign working masses
found expression again in the international relief work for the
starving in Russia. The workers from European coun'ries, from
Japan, China, Brazil, Egﬁpi; in short everywhere where a machine
throbs or a preletariait labors at the forge shouldered their share
in this relief. The workers of all organizations and parties
combined in this unified action. The eeling that the fate of
the worker is bound up with the fate of Soviet Russia 1eated
the great mass of the workers n the course of the famine
campaigin. We are firmly convinced that today, even more than
in the last few years, the question of Soviet Russia and ifs
signilance for the international working class has gained the
interest of the great mass of the proletariat, aud this can and
must be used as the starting point for winning over the politically
active groups in non-Communist organizations. .

In 1921, when the international solidarity of the workers for
Russia reached its apex, Sovict Russia was in a worse position
aud the international proletariat in a better pesition than is the
case today. To the same extent that Soviet Russia has established
aud sireng hened herself, has raised and improved the economic
condition of her workers and peasanis, the political and economtic
position of the workers in Furope and America has grown steadily
worse. ‘The economic position of the workers in cerfain Russian
cities and provinces, as Moscow and Petrograd is already better
than that of various groups of workers in Cenliral Europe. In
addition there is the increasing danger to the Socialist anmd
Communist movements from the rapidly spreading and infer-
nationally united Fascisti.

The fate of the workers of Europe and of America is moge
bound up wiih Soviet Russia today thau cver.

This fact ie so apparent that every worker including the.
social democrats, must realize its trwth.. One can understand
that it would be almost impossible for an old member of the
Sacial Democraty to break the ties of tradition, habif and associa-
tion, and become a member of the Couanunist Party. But he most
certainly can be won over to fight in his own party for a
friendly policy 1owards Russia. Practical experience in
International ‘Workers' Relief durinsnthe last ampaisn proves
the truth of this In Belgium, members of the Social
Democratic parties and groups declared themselves ready to
work with the Comnmumists in carrying through the relief cam-

i dy represents
representa-

mgn for the Russian children. In England,
irade unions on the Loan Commitiee. In Sweden

tives of the unions and of the Social Democratic Cooperative
Societies sit with the Communists on the Loan Committee. A
similar commitiee is being formed in  Denmark,  Social
i i in Czecho-Slovakia and Sweden -
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[ IN THE INTERNATIONAL

A Joint Commitiee of Acilion of ihe

C.l. and the R.LLU.

(Declaration of the Executive Commitice of the C.I. and of the
Executive Bureau ol the RIL.U))

The general situation of the labor movement at the .present
time all over the world, denmands a compleile co-ordination of all
organizations of the working class, both political and-econoniic,
that are prepured to fight against capitalism,, The capitalist attack
which has now been raging continuously for two years renders
this co-ordination urgent and imperative.  The form of co-
ordination is of secondary importance, The main peint ot
significance is that co-ordination is actually carried out, and can
play a pari in the daily siruggles of the workers.

In the first International the political parties and the trade
unions were amalgamated in one organization. During the epoch
of the second Iniernational the overwhelming majority of the
political pariies were ol a parliamentary opportunisi character,
and shr from revolutionary mass struggles, while the trade
unions, with few excepiions, coufined themselves exclusively to
delendlug the interests of the working class within the limits o1
capitalism, and shraok Irom cooflicis with the bourgeois state.

In our epoch of desperate political counllicts at home ana
abroad, wheu the centralized forces of the bourgeoisie and its
state power are mercilessly attacking the working class, when our
most effectual fighting method must be mass action of the prole-
tariat, the co-ordipation ol this action is most indispensable,

On the basis of the resolutions passed by the foarth World
Congress of the Commumst International and by the second
Worid Congress of the Red Intermational of Labor Unions, the
Execulive nittee of the Communistist Iniernational, and the
Executive Bureau of the Red Infernational of Labor Unions, make
the following declaration:

1. A joint committee of acflon will be formed by the CL
and theRlLﬁ for the promotion of their common activities against
the attacks of capital, and for ihe leadership of the offensive and
defensive struggles of the workin? classes against the bourgeoisie
and its accomplices; the name of this committee will be “Com-
mittee of action of the CL and RILU.

/2. This committee of action will be formed on the basis of
equal represenfation. The Executive Committee of the CI. and the
Executive Bureau of the RILU., will each appoint three represen-
fatives io the commitiee,

3. Besides this, joint commitiees of action be appointed
for conducting special campaigns, and common siWings of the
Executive Committee of the Cl. and the Fxecutive Bureau of the
RILU, (or their presidiums) can be held for the purpose of de-
ciding on questions of particular importance, demanding joint
action of both organizations. |

4. The mufual relations of the Communist Parties and the
revolutionary trade unions in the different countries are o be
decided on (he basis of the resolutions passed by the fourth con-
gress of the Cl. and the second congress of the KILU., and by ‘he
concrete siluation oblaining in the country in question.

bourgeoisie does not shrink ‘from co-ordinating all
the forces ol its organizations (bourgeois state, parties, employ-
ers’ unions, schools, church, parliament, efc.) in the conflict
z::m the proletariat. The leaders of the Secoud and Amster-
lnterna do the same. ‘

isie and the heroes of the Second Inter-
who have preached fo the working class on so-called
veutrality, autonomy, efc., have themselves struck out quile a diffe-
rent .. The wormdus must once and for all grasp the
fact, that it can only its own against capital, by concentrat-
theho:h:‘le g‘{t‘a forces in q'n{:tmbc‘::d o co-
activity, enabling i offer requ re-

sistance agminst the ceaseless attacks of the capitalist class.

THE WHITE TERROR
Russia io the Rescue

They were received at the Vindavsk station in Moscow by
the workers of the former Riga faciory “Union”, of the railway
workshops of Moscow, and by the studenis of the communist
university in Moscow, further by the represeniatives of the Co-
mintern, of the Lettish section and the Moscow Committee of the
Russian CP., of the Moscow Committee of the Youth Union, of
the People’s Commissariat for Foreign Afiairs, etc. In their
speeches of welcome, the delegates expressed their conviciion,
that the flames of the world revolution would soon seize even
those places from which the martyred comrades came. 1 hey con-
veyed messages of sympathy from the Russian workers to ‘he
Lettish comrades, who have suffered so muych in the prisons of
bourgeois Latvia.

Contrades Krustin, Dermann, and Kliavs-Kliavin replied
to the welcome on behalf of the exchanged comrades. Comrade
Krustin poiuted out that the leaders of white Latvia were builde
ing “democratic” Latvia on the dead bodies of the workers who
fell in the fight for their emancipation. Comrade Dermann, de-
puly of the Letiish national assembly, emphasized that fo-day in
Latvia, the Tsarist code ot criminal law is still being used,land
that workers are being condemued 4o death for deeds for which
even the Tsarist government seldom imposed capital punish-
ment. The Leltish courts of justice, headed by the social demo-
cral Holzmann, has caused death sentences on communisis to be
carried out.

. The last speaker, comrade Kliavs-Kliavin, who, despite his
bcmﬁ a Russian subject, was tortured in the prisons of Latvia,
thanked the workers of Soviet Russia for their comradely re-
ception, and declared that the whole of the comrades who haa
arrived from Latvia were lully conscious that they owed their
lives to Russia, whose powerlul hand had rescued l(wm from the
hangman of “democratic” Latvia. These comrades are united to
the workers of Russia by the tie of communism, and will devote
their whole work and their lives for the increase of the
political and economic power of Soviet Russia.

APPEALS

The Russian Medical Workers to the
Medical Personnel of all Countiries!

The 4 All Russian Congress of medical employés and
workers, representing over 350, union members, having held
its session recently in Moscow, sends fraernal greetings o the
medical presonnel of all countries, and imparis the llowing
information:

“The union “Wsemediksantrud” is based on the principle
of one vocation one union, and comprises all workers employed
in the medical and veterigary prolession, or in pharmaceutical
chemistry, (Physicians, deﬁisls, veterinary surgeons, ambulance
assistants, mid-wives, infants’ nurses, pharmaceutical chemists,
druggists, efc.) in state, public, or privafe institutions within the
termor]y of the RSFSR.

he union takes an active part in solving the questions
comnected with medical, sanitary, and veterinary work; it dise
cusses the most important points in the structure of our health
authorities, conjointly with the economic organs, and puts forw-
ard candidates for responsible positions in the organs for the
protection of public health, hospitals, etc.

During the 5 years of Soviet government the memberg of
the union have stood shoulder to shoulder with the workers of
Russia, and have supported the government in all its measures.
They have fought against epidemics and served in the field,
despite the most frightful deprivations; they have cared Yor {he
sick and wounded of the Red Army, and have had faith in the
victory of our ideals”

The appeal also contains the following:

Comrades! Our organization is affiliated with the Red
International of Labor Umions, notwithstanding, we appeal to
you, who arein the ranks of other international organizations,
and z)ropost that you enler into close relations wifh us. We beg
you fo to exchange your experiences in the class-war with us,

We for our part will willingly give you the full benefit of
the experience gathered in the course of our work, and in fhis
way we may succeed in working out, conjointly with you, a
general line of common factics.

The 4th All Russian Congress of the “Wsemediksanirud”
q:pheals 10 you, comrades, to enfer into the closest counection
with us,

Long live the froletariau united front! {

Long live the international proletarian revolution!
 Long lve the Red Infernational of Labor Unions!

Priuled by Friedricheladi-Druckerei G. m. b. 1, Berlin SW, 4
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in the heart of civilized Eurcpe

By Karl Radek.

In Buer two French officers were murdered by persons
uaknown. The French occupation troops replied to this by
shooting two German workmen, and by issuing the follow-
ing decree:

’ 1. Any act of violence committed against a member of
the French occupation will be punished the shooting of
the mayor at present under arrest, and by other punitive measures
to be Jeuded

; 2. From today on (March 12), from 4 o'clock in the
afternoon, the public must use the middle of the street oaly.
The population is forbidden to put hands in pockets; the arms
miust be so held that the palms of the hands are visible.

3. From foday on._oal‘z‘tbooe_ persons are allowed in
the streels, between 7.30 in evening 6 o'clock in the

and
ho are provided with a 1 night pass,
"'z'é 10 'etock - tae aumﬁmmum
Yy

v in the and any assembly
:'h;w; even dumgy - m}:" will m by force
arms, ; :

at Herne, a building erected from the savings of the workers
for the purpose of aliording a meeting place for the Herne
proletariat, they set the whole furnishings of the house on fire,
ruined the centra! heating plant, and left the house filthier
than a pig-stye. And this was done by the sons of this civilized
nation. | this is inevitable. If the masses of soldiers are to
be kept under arms at all, if they are 1o be at all used for such
rapacious raids the officers are obliged fo instil fear against
every imaginable attack, and distrust and hate against the imme-
diate surroundings. The soldier becomes exhausted by his unceas
sing exertions. It is not possible to keep him under military dis.
cipline; play must be given to his savage instincts; and
murder must be made of personal interest to him. are the
tactics of the French officers.

In order to attain his
his sta
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