- remained unaltered,
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:::tln- and the badges. The one-hea eagle was
an iota more humane than his double-headed predecessor.
And beneath his sway the system and practices of the gl;xsons
or the worse. Many of the old
occupants of the prisons returned to them. Hundreds of revo-
lutionary fighters, who had already speut half their lives in Czarist
auls or in m:& made fresh acquaintance with the prisons of
!iudeyendut” d. The communist deputy of the Sefm, Stefan
Krolikowski, just recently set at liberty, has undergene eight
Z:ara of Czarist imprisonment, followed by two years of incarce-
tion walched over by Pilsudski’s gendarmes. During the few
S«ars of existence of “independent” Poland, many of our comrades
biave scarcely enjoyed liberfy for a few months. An idea may
be gained of the extent of the reprisals being carried on in
Polangd, by a glance at the present exchange list, which contains
dhe names of more than 400 prisoners, of whom at least three
quarters have already been impri for two years, and all
of whom are condenmed to long terms of imprisonment. Five
10 fifteen years hard labor, the measure of punishment meted out
10 the communists in one time Russian-Poland, the legal basis
for this punishment is derived from the Czarist code of laws,
in Galicia and Posen it is derived from the Austrian or Prussian
code of penal law.

2 It has often been asked who has adopted the most brutal
measures against revolution and the revolutionists: Czarism or
the Polish &allonc. Kaznakows, Gruns, Ithofs, and Alexandrovs,-
as  represenied such scoundrels as Witecki, Snarski,
Corzechowskl, Miegzinski, Farynski, and their companions. That
such a question can be asked af all is significant enough in itself.
it is exiremely difficult to reply for it is hard to compare the
data, and moreover the intensily of the repressive measures under
both regimes, has varied at different times.

Ii we do not cousidef rate details, but wish to
characterize the period as a we may say that, in the
first place, mass repression was formerly never exercised for
such long and uninterrupted periods, and, in the second place,
such ive measures were never so extensive as at the present
time, now that Lemberg, Cracow, and Posen, in which political
rials were formerly unknown, can enfer info competition 'with

‘arsaw and Lodz.” There is no doubt that this period is filled
with shameful deeds, such as were unknown to the earlier h'story
ol the Polish revolutionary struggle—for instance the murder of
the Soviet Russian Red Cross commission, with the old political
convict Vreckovski at the head, in December 1918; or the murder
of Brzozas, stabbed with a bayonnet; or the murder of comrade

Serbiya”, “Mokotow” (well koow

Pola Maceyovskaya in the prison at Katiovilz, and the pogrom
among the female political prisoners in Wronki. :
Such excesses as were committed during Moratschevski’s
overnment have occurred m Poland at various times, and under
e most various circumstances. The responsibility for these
horrible crimes falls to the Polish Scheidemanns: Moratschevski,
Baszynski, and Slivinski. Six months ago, under Slivinski's
government, an arresied man was forced to make a confession
by means of torture, and the role of executlioner was not played
by a gendarme or by the Defensive (Polish secret police), but
by Luxemburg, the judge of the court of inquiry. During the
e{ecloral campaign a group of youths, who were arrested at an
elecioral meeling had their heads shaved like criminals, and in
addition chained like convicts. In‘farlier times prisoners were
certainly never subjected to such systematic _Faycho ogical tortures
as is now the case in Polish prisons. There are prisons in
which as many as 10 hunger strikes have taken place in the
course of a year.
™ The struggle raging in Poland against the communist
movement is being carried on, as it has always been, under the
leadership and active participation of the Polish Scheidemanus
who sit in the offices of the Defensive, and openly and secretiy
co-operale with these secret police. Despite the dang:rs
threaiening them from the extreme right, these elements gve
still terribly afraid that the chains may be removed which hi'nd~r
the development of the.labor moyement. A number of shoro
lessons ou the part of the right are first required, in order th~t
the working class may revolt against these tactics of its lead<r:,
and close its ranks for a united siruggle against the represson
hindering the development of the labor movement.
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Loucheur, Stinnes & Co.

By Jacques Sadoul,

Before 1914, the oitation of the two mightiest mining
areas of the continent, Lorraine and the Ruhr, ensured the
predominance in Europe of the German bourgeoisie,

In order to break this dominion, the victorious Entente
had to dcotroy its foundations, The Versailles Treaty therefore
provided for the separation of the ores of Lorraine from Ger-
many, and their incorporation in France, while the Ruhr coal
was left to Germany.

But even the most solemn agreements, written in the blood
of millions of ;l)oor propertyless victims, and protected by armies
comprising millions"of soldiers, cannot hold good if they con-
travene economic realities. The Trealy of Versailles, like many
other treaties, is nothing more than a scrap of per, because it
attempts o break up the natural unity of the lﬂ:me valley.

The German metal indusiries are as little able to do with-
out the ore of Lorraine as the French metal industries of
Lorraine are able to dispense with the Ruhr coal. The mutual
economic dependence of the two areas is inalienable. The Rhine
flowing between them must again become what it was before, a
connecting line. It is only possible fo properly utilize the huge
riches of the Rhine valley when the owners work in the closest
relationship with one. another,

What form will these close relations take?

Three possibilities may be considered:

a) the (French) iron submits to the dominion of the
(CGerman) coal.

)
b) the coal submiis fo the iron.
¢) iron pk:ud'cod—inap‘able of dominating one another
com, —are forced 10 make a compromise,
"l'heoreo%l.orraine, the hands of victorious and armed
France, will not submit to

short time, to form a Franco-Gerfan syndieste for the exploita-
tion of the mines of Lorraine and the Kuur, Both parties are
preparing for this understanding, and both parties are nalura.ll{
endeavoring 1o grant as little as possible, and to gain as much
as possible, when entering into the agreement.

In order fo fill and defend their cash-boxes--for this is
the sole fangible reality in the whole affair—French and German
capitalists are resorting fo every possible medium of deception
and violence.

In the last resort it is a question—and this no communist
must forget—of what privileged rights this or that partuer is 1o
have over the sweat and misery of the workers, of what propor-
tion of the riches squeezed out of the exploited workers of the
Ruhr mines is fo be granied to Loucheur, Schneider & Co., and
how many millions in return for this are to be accorded {o
Stinnes, Thyssen & Co., from the no less scandalous exploitation
of {he miners of Lorraine,

This question, the one most essential for Stinnes, Loucheur,

etc, is one which can be solved by corruption or by violence, by
milliards of gold or milliards of shells, These kni

knights sans
reproche do not shrink from ufilizing the mational finances, and
the national army, for their private inferests and for the safis

faction of their own appetites, They drag both nations at heir
heels, And to be able to do so with more certainty, carefully
conceal their cash-boxes from sight. In France an (ln’na
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four years between high finance and heavy industry, and aided
byth’euthmiuﬂeﬁuamdhriuatthbud.a{qrw
cratic republics,. Heunce the wasie of further milliards, the
slaughter of more workers. ) )

Germany, like France, has so far placed her military
power and her budget, the whole of her material and moral
Tesources, at the disposal of her bourgeoisie, has so far ofiered
resisiance in the conviction that this resistance would be suo-
Eorted by the Emglish and Americans “to a viclorious end™

ut the rapacity shown on both sides threateaed to proles
these hagglings indefinitely. France’s power, as compared wit
Germany’s w is perfectly obvious. Irance’s political and
military dominion on the contisent is indisputable. laance k.ows
that héer poweriul ex-allies have no present imtestioms of taking
any serious steps agaimst her, Threatened by bamkrupicy, she
hasiens to bring the matier (o an end. ker coup de mein in the
Kubr area aims at forcing Germauy te-give Way further and
more upidl&._‘ 3 AL

M. Poincaré in his last speeches to the Chamber, could
not couceal, that this glorious military advance will bring in
very little for the devasiated districts of France. That he spoke
wi tive moderation arises from the fact that the lessons
uught him by reality are forcing him at last to remoumce lis
mad hoyes. : e

In laying hands on the coal fields of the Ruhr district
{i5 per cent beng German underuhng) the French bourgeoisie
pursues a tangible object. it is 10 exercise pressure in
two directions: .

On one side on Fngland and America, with the object of
atlaining anoulment of the I'rench war debts under the threat
of permanently establishin:: French rule in the Ruhr area.

On the other side on Germany, wilh the object of inducing
ber to more rapid and complete submission by the threat of ruin-
ing or even completely annmihilating her industry.

!;K'b the these are discreet enough
—and mild threats of the British Empire and the United States,
despite the indig.nxlion and rage of German bourgeoisie, its
deciarations of hate and véngeance, and despite even its gesiures
of resistance, the Ruhr occupation will have the following eifects:

a) a_reduction or cancellation of France’s debts to her

allies,

b) the creation of a Franco-German syndicate: Loucheur,
Stinnes & Co, for fhe exploitation of the Rubr and
Rhine areas,

Even -should this process be interrupted by complications,
it will be inevitably continned sooner or later. Events will fake
the course they are bound to take.

‘The French divisions will evacuate the Rubr district. But
the French capitalists will retain it. Extremely sigunificant con-
sequences are bound fo follow in the near future.

The occupation of. the Rubr is without doubt the most
brufal, but at the same time the most decisive step ever taken to
force the formation of a permancut alliance between France and
Germany, first in economic, and then in the political and military

oblem nor regard it as one of personalities. Whether feudal,
Eurgcois. or prolefarian—a governmemt is invariably the agent
of its class. Thus we should have sothing 1o do with the dangerous
ame of trying to ascertaim the various degrees of responsibility
o be au‘mﬁf to different matiomal sections of the bourgeoisic,
to their parties, or their politicians. We must not be deceived by
ances. We must learn the lesson, and learn to express it
openly, that in this critical phase now being passed through by
the whole of Europe, but especially by France, the men of the
“ left ™, such as Herriot and Paindevé (the hope of the Blum and
?ouhux party), omce in possession ol power, would ily
orget their demacracy—though this means litdle or nothing —
and would ouly remember that they belong to the bourgeosie,
which js of great import and significance. In other words, they
would continue the policy of Poicaré and Millerand, for their
place in the government would be“the same as that held by these
politicians, tey would be the agents of the ruling bourgeois class,

The essential point for the comimunisis 1s neither the oc-
cupation oi the Rubr area in itself, nor the question ii the miners
of the Ruhr are to be exploiled by the French bourgeoisie instead
of by the German, or thrown into prison by German gendarmerie
or Fresch soldiers during sirikes.

If the communists were to devote their energies to inter-
esting, bui secondary problems, they would be in danger of
neglecting their chief tasks. They would confuse and dull the
comsciousiess of the workers, and thus facilitate the machina-
tions by which our class enemies arouse patriotic Fascism.

\i«'e must do nothing calculated to mduce the (French ar
German) workers, under any circumstances, to join the * holy
alliance”, the united front with the bourgeoisie. The working
class must know only one enemy: the bourgeoisie. The sole war
in which it is the duty of the worker to participate is the class
war, the civil war, The communists must take no sides what-
ever in open conilicts between the Fremch and German bour-
feoLsic 1hey must strike with equal force on both sides of the
rontier, the French workers against the French bourgeoisie,
and the German workers against the German bourgeoisie.

Out of the mumerous problems arising from the Ruhr
occupation, we must only devote our atlention to those in which
the proletariat has a direct interest. We must be prepared for
defense against every attack on the rights of the proletariat,
against every act of violence perpetraed by the bour-

isie against the working class; we must be ready fo fight for

e overthrow of the bourgeois government, for the united front

of the workers, and for eslablishing the workers’ government

But we must under no circumsfances make common cause with
the exploiters, with the nationalists.

Some of our comrades do not seem fo properly appreciate
the great danger which I am endeavoring fo emphasize. They
must be warued. The energy of the working class should not
be exbausied in unnecessary or damgercus demonsirations.

Despite the outcries, the shrieks of rage, the raitling of
sabres, and the warlike gesiures both real and sﬁam.
the actual effect of the occupation of the Ruhr is fo bring the
French and Oerman capitalis's closer together, and consequently
to lessen the danger of war between bourgeois France and

Yesierday, the

Y, possession of Lorraine and of the Ruhr
secured for Germany the industrial domination of E To-
morrow, the exploitation of these areas by the ined forces
of French and German capital may entablx.uh

‘Je‘must keep these giganti f political change
igantic processes o i
before our eyes, we must g) ow the great economic alterations
which bring about this change, and must foresee the effects to
from the union of the capi
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The Situation in Sweden

" By H. F. Spak (Stockhoim).
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stone quarries, another of the most important sources of Sweden’s
export trade, have not been worked since the beginning of the
viar, as Germany was the chief buyer. The iron works are com-
puratively busy, but the special manufacture of separators, ball
brarings, agricultural machinery, and the like, which constiluted
a great part of the economic strgngih of the country, has gone
back considerably. All shares have sunk by 60 to 70 per cent.
it is remarkable that this time the crisis—for the first time for a
considerable period——has had a disastrous eifect on agriculture,
and is mirrored in a 50 Fer cent fall in the value of land. The
extent of the agricullural crisis may be seen in the greatly in-
creased number of morigages of land. Here, as in aﬁ branches
of industry, the necessary improvements and repairs have been
completely neglected.

The unemployment naturally resultant on these conditions,
and increasing mightily at the beginning of the year, had by the
beginning of the winter, reached the total of 170,000 officially re-
gistered unemployed, so that the actual figure—at the lowest
computation—can” be estimated at 200,000. 1f we estimate the
number of members of each family at the lowest possible average,
it follows, that in a country of 5% million inhabitants, at least
hali a million workers are direcily or indirectly sufferin
irom unemployment. The C.P. of Sweden has made great ad-
vaices fowards gaining the confidence of the masses by energetic
zctivity against unemployment, a confidence demonstrated by the
growth of the parlr, and by important election viciories in the
municipal and rural council ‘elections at the end of the year.

At the commencement of the warmer season indusiry
took a relative turn for the better. Omne disadvaniage was, that
some of the banks—above all the leading Swedish Commercial
Bank had so over-capitalized a part of the undertakings, and
carried on industrial speculation fo such an extent, that a severe
banking crisis arose, and the undertakings were granted less and
less credit. But at the same time an improvement was observable
in the export market, especially in the wood indust This im-
provement is probably only temporary, but it has led fo a reduc-
tion of unemploymen Tge actual number of unemployed at the
end of the year was—at a low computation—80,000 the number
ofﬁcial_lfy registered being 37,000.

he increased opportunities for work offered to certain
groups of the prolefariat are neutralized by the colossal reduc-
tions in wages, and by the threatened attacks on the standard
working day, which was made law with such infinite pains and
trouble, after the world revolutionary crisis of 1918-19. Wages
in all trades have been reduced by 60%, while the index figures
of food prices show no corresponding fall. While the index
figure for Sweden, is still 190 per cent as compared with 1914,
wages have so fallen that they are now but little higher than at
that time. But the agricultural laborers, whose wages never
amounted to more than half those of the industrial workers, are
the worst off. For the first time for cenfuries the supi)}y of
labor in the agricultural disfricts exceeds the demand. Up to
1920 the reverse was {hie case.

Besides the unemployment question; there was another
matier which assumed a position of pressingr Folitical importance
last year, the question of total abstinence. The party was much
occupied with this question, the more so as the tolal abstinence
organizations, with their hundreds and thousands of members,
are composed of workers and peasants. The party adopted a

‘perfect] ‘une(}’uivocal attitude towards the question of prohibition.
he C.P,

of Sweden, the overwhelming majority of whose
members are organized in {ofal abstinence societies, threw its
influence on the side of prohibition. Somewhat more than 49 per
cent of the participators in the plebicite voted for prohibition
(about 900,000, mostly workers and peasants). The unequivocal
attitude of the party has proved fo have been ri e have
woubzni’tetheo thies of the best elements of proletariat.

y is also much occupied with the measures
of inner organization recommended by the 1V. World Congress.
The nuclei and workin s have not yet attained as much
success as might be wi but still we have made good progress
in this direction. Intensification of work has in

to pursue a socialist policy, scarcely a really radical
thcy. The majority of the all-Sweden party conference of the

.P. considered the most advisable {actics to be, not to give the
social democrats any prefext for accusing us of serving reac
tionary interests, that i1s, we should not demand the resignation
of the government. The qualified support of the social demo-
cratic government by the Communist l?arl was furtherniucﬂﬂed
as being a line of tactics calculated to ﬁvn'ce the social demo-
crats themselves 40 open the eyes of the hitherto uncritical
masses bxr pulting their social democratic - policy into actual
practice. The minority of the party representatives, after point-
ing out the dangers aftendant on such an aftitude, loyally sub-
mitted to the resolution and have coniribuied {o its being carried
out. The severe and candid criticism of the government, always
exercised by the C.P., has become much more severe, both in
the parliament and outside of it. The party has ufilized every
opporfunity to force the government, by action oufside parlia-
ment, to either pursue an exceedingly radical policy, or to une
mask itself before the working class.

~ Work for the proletarian united front is closely related to
this. Repeated public appeals have been made fo the social
democratic leaders fo join in common work on the basis of
proletarian demands and actions, but these have invariably been
refused. By these means the Swedish C.P. has succeeded in
unveiling the real nature of social democratic policy before the
eyes of fhe thinking proletariat.

The organizatory union of the social democrats of the

2 and 2% Internationals cleared the political situation in a
manner. most favorable to us. The small centrist group, which
separated in 1921 from the Swedish C.P, was at that time
exceedingly diminutive, and consisted in the main of a few
moderately gifted journalists. But thanks to a few semi-revolu-
tionary phrases, and fo a leader whose personality was popular
in cerfain circles, this group succeeded in confusing a few small
uncritical sections of proletarians, The confusion thus caused
among cerfain circles of the proletariat, vanished at once when
the centrists fused with the social patriots, The masses are now
beginning fo grasp that they have no alternative, but to choose
either the social democratic petty-bourgeois policy, or the straight-
forward class war of the communists, with ils goal of ¢

revolution, '
ECONOMICS 1

Survey of the World Economic
Situationin the4'® Quarter 0f1922

By E. Varga.
The French Reparations Plan

“The French government declares that it is unwilling to
accept any reduction of its share of Germm{’p obligations. In
actual practice, this share is already insuff

cient to cover the
expenditures for the restoration of {he devastated regions.
reduction of the French share could only be taken into considera-
tion by the French government if some of its allies would agree
to modify their demands on Germaay, or fo give g‘nonly to the
restoration of the devastated regions. The French government
will not be in a rosilion to pay either interest or principal on
its debts fo the allies, until it has at least been compensated by
Germany for the ditures which it has borne and which it
has yet to bear in the restoration of the devastated area.”
France is however prepared to discharge her debis by
mouncmeﬁ the bonds of Series C, provided that this procedure
is accepted by all European powers. These lines show France’s
fundamental standpoint as opposed to England. The measures
with regard 1o Germany then follow.

Reorganization of German Finances.

The French program provides for:
b fantie, S g e O g
measures
S gigconunmﬁon of Mmﬁngmgum notes by
4 Pmantiouof”ﬂighto!ayhlmddth.mgd

foreign securities in Germany.
lnaduﬂmﬁunmm{u&hp
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must be accorded the possibility of
Woﬁwﬂ%w{:ich?mn:%t
e i ' it any ex iture
! purpose; it can pr ‘mza:mmmod
of increasing revenues which it considers possible.”
mbudqwtcno!mc(lmmummmamlo
in

It is obvious, that were this program accepled,
German Finances would actually no longer be in the hands
of the German governmen!, bui complect;l‘y in those of the
Guarantee Commission. Oermany’s financial dependence would
be much greater than thai of Turkey belore the war.

Moratorium and Pledges.

The French
a moratorium for longer wo ye
would not include the costs of maintaining the army of occupa-
tion, and the various commissions, nor the paymeats in kind
as prescribed by the existing »grecmenis.

“But as the three years just past have shown that
it is i ible fo rely on Germany’s mecling the obligalions
which has taken upon hersclf, the Freach government

i aitimptntiyelonke‘gedgu, The French govern-
ment is of the opinion that realization of the pledges
m below does wma:?ed Oemny's plz;‘g capacity,
a pledges are not of a na en Germauy
rom her finances on a wunms'
The guaranices demanded are of fwo categories:

E

a chairman, is to be sent to Essen to superiniend the manage-
ment of the coal syndicate. The strict execution of the coal
deliveries is 1o be ensured by orders to be issued by the presi-

¥
v b) Confiscation of the cus'oms revenues of the occupied
territory and of the Rubr Valley. Revenue estimated at 200
million gold marks.
¢) Confiscation of the coal tax in the occupied territo
and in the Rubr Valley. A part, for instance 30 per cen
10 be paid in the remainder in paper marks,

Estimated proceeds—400 mullion gold marks. In comjunction
i ind, the are to yield 1 millia

Moratorium,

Germany is to be free for a period of

e n ash and in kiad  Duriag
f' wing Germany is to pay.

2 milliard gold marks annually;
during, the 2% years then following,—

2% millard gold marks;
and from then onwards Germauy is to make constant payments
of at least 2% milliards, possibly 3 milliards, of gold marks.

The instalments exceeding 2% milliards, amounts which
may be designated as the variable instalments, are not finally
fixed; their payment or nou-paymeni is to be determined by
special comnussion, which is fo examine the state of Germany’s
eConomics.

5% bonds are to be issued in two series:

the first series for the 2} milliard gold marks,

the second series for the additional 1 milliard gold marks

Amortization is not provided for, but Germauy is to be
granied large deducations; the debt will be discounted at a
very high rate of interest, provided Germany begins 1o pay
off the rapidly.
The can be redeemed Germany:

at 50 per cent ualil the end of December 1923,

at 56 per cent uniil the end of December 1924,

at 62 per cent until the end of December 1925,

at 68 per cent uniil the end of December 1926 eic.

An earler redemption would bring Germany an anunual gain
of interest amounting to 8—10 per cent. The bonds can be
redeemed on the same conditions by payments in kind during
the stated periods.

This plan is o be submitted to Germany on condition that

undertakes:

1. To stabilize the mark (in the course of about 6 months)
and to balance its budget (in the course of about 2 years).

2. To submit to ev:g financial control which the allied powers
deem necessary for the punctual execution of this reform.

3. To submit—should it not be able to convince the control
organs that it has done everything possible to execute these
financial reforms—to all decisions unanimously adopled by
the allied powers, including the confiscation of income and
property in Germany and the military occupation of Ger-
man territory beyond the zone at present occupied.

The inter-allied debts.
England is prepared to annul all the infer-allied debts, on
following conditions:

The sums in gold paid by the allled powers (France and

Italy) to England, as security for their loans, will be used

to settle their debis to England.

2. France pays to England, from the bonds of the first series,
that amount which it receives on its counterclaim on Belgium;
Italy pays 1% milliard marks to England.

3. The allies are to place the bonds of series 2 in a common
fund, which is 1o be divided among the ers having
claims on the United Staies, in proportion to the amounts
of these claims. The bonds are fo be distributed in

accordance with the key fixed at S'n:
We may further emphasize following points of

i
;
£

-

'Fm&eldog]umrylmounrdsthemuot
::amy of occupation and the inter-allied commissions
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The cancellation of the obligatory deliveries of coal is
another violation of the Versailles trealy, etc. But the main
objection raised is that a moratorium is to be granted for four
years without any pledge or guaraniee whatever. But no
guarantees give periect sccureu(tl that Germany would really
pay after the moralorium expir

But France’s main objections are of a political nature.
The following is the exact wording:

“The English plan is illusory; its dangers become
even more apparent when we examine the alleviations
accorded to Germany, which enable her to shirk an easily
borne debt.

At the present time Germany has no foreign
debts; the collapse of the mark has proportionately reduced
her internal debt, so that it does not amount to more than
a few milliards §old marks, and would be reduced still more
by the next fall of German sccurities. Were Germany's
burden to be thus reduced to a single debt only, that of
its reparation obligations, and were this debt to be reduced
1o about 20 milliards by the discouniing device provided for
in { ritish plan, a debt which could%e redeemed in about
15 yeags, and which amounts to less than one third of the
Fruechl-national debt, then, within a few years, Germany
would be the only couniry in Europe without any foreign
deb(s; with its increasing population, its healthy industry,
which would not cease fo take advantage of the exceptional
situation, with its untouched natural treasures of coal, wood,
and (I)otash, it would become the ruler of Europe, and
would confront a France reduced to one half of its popu-
lation, and which would have fo bear the continued and
tremendous burden of the resloration of the devastated
regions.

The German hegemony in FEurope, which was to
be destroi'ed by the war, would be restored and consolidated
by the allies.”

It throws an interesting light on the comiused situation
when we see that this same train of thought, in almost the same
words, was expressed at one time by Lloyd George in the
English House of Commons.

) The new English prime minister, Bonar Law, expressed
himself similarly in one of his speeches. The import of the
English plan was that the proximate danger from France, is much
greater than the distant danger that may be occasioned by the
possible economic reconsiruction of Germany. Poincaré’s criti-
cism shows with perfect clearness that the French attach less im-
poriance to obtaining large sums from Germany in the near future
(which would be rendered possible by foreign loans, were the
English solution adopted), to the political subjugation of
Germany.

Poincaré proceeds to point out that, as the redemption
of the bonds of Series B, provided for in the English plan,
is quite uncerfain, and as the gcatcr part of the paymeirts
to made by bermany will used to pay the costs of
occupation, commissions, etc, Germany will not have to pay
more than 20 milliards in actual rations, and of this sum,
France would not receive more than 11 milliards. He then makes
the following calculation: i

“In the balance sheet, England and France would
be found to emerge from the war as follows:

France would owe the United States 14 milliard gold
marks. - Her remaining burdens for pensions, and for the
resioration of the devastaled: areas, after deducfing the
11 milliards which she would receive as tions, would
amount to 59 milliards, making a total of milliard gold

Engl on the other hand, would owe the United
States 1 rds (after deduction of the German pay-
ments ceded to England by France and Italy), and
have further obligations of 30 milliards for msm that

mulliards, or ounly 62% of the falling

With to the cancellation of France's debts to Eng-
fand, Poincaré makes the following bill:

THE LABOR MOVEMENT J

Amalgamation Movement
in America
By Wm. Z. Foster (Chicago).

The United States and Canada have long been classic
lands of crait unionism. To indicate the extreme condition of
separatism prevailing in our labor movement, all that is neces-
sary is to compare the American Federation of Labor with the
A.D.G.B. (Allgemeiner Deutscher Gewerkschaftsbund, i. e, Gene-
ral German Labor Union Federation). The A.F. of L. has less
than 3,000,000 members, yet it is divided into 117 national unions;
whereas the A.D.G.B., ‘with approximately 8,000,000 members,
has onl{y 49 pational unions. In other words, the average member-
ship of the unions in the A.F. of L. is but 24,000, as against
an everage of 163,000 in the A.D.G.B.

The workers have long realized the weakness of the trade
unions, but no real work for industrial unionism was accomplished
in the old unions until 1920-1921, The Trade Union Educational
League, the representalive of the R.LL.U. in America, is carry-
ing on a most active campaign for amalgamation of the old
craft unions into modern industrial organizations, with sur-
prisingly effective results. Fully half of the American labor
movement has been led to declare itself in favor of industrial
unionism. The movement first took shape in a resolution adopted
by the Chicago Federation of Labor, representing 300,000 workers.
Then eleven Stat® Federations, including Minnesota, Colorado,
Utah, Washinglon, Oregon, Nebraska, South Dakota, Michigm
Ohio, Indiana, and Wisconsin, declared in favor of combining
the existing unions into a series of industrial organizations.
Seven nafional organizations, including the Railway Clerks,
Railway Trackmen, Butchers, Firefighters, Typographical, Mens
Clothing Workers, and Food Workers, took the same course.
Besides this there were thousands of local unions and central
trades councils. $

In the principal industries the sifuation is about as follows:
The railroad men are taking the lead generally in the amalgama-
tion movement, They have organized a national rank and file
committee {o carry on the propaganda. This commitiee has issued
a plan of amalgamation to combine the sixteen railroad unions.
This was sent out to 12000 local unions in the railroad indusiry,
As a result, at least 4,000 sent in endorsements of it. Encouraged
by this response, the National Comitiee called a conference fo
consider ways and means fo bring about the amalgamation. The
officials of many unions denounced this Conference, warning their
members to have nothing whatever fo do with it. In spite of this
opposition, however, the Conference was held in Chicago on De-
cember 9-10th and was a great success. There were present 425
('ielegates from all over the United States and Cahnada. Th]e Con-

erence mapped out an active campaign o rize amalgama-

tion and topl:eduauy bring it about. %‘hc IJ::?:MI Comittee was
instructed to try to organize a general amalgamation convention
of all the unions, and is now in correspondence with them upon
this matter.

In the printing trades, a strong amalgamation moyvement
is also going ahead. The organization to take the lead in this
was the International Typographical Union, which at its last
convention, went on record for one union in the printing industry.
The Typographical Union comprises about 50 % of the organized
workers in the printing trades, and is a “ﬁ powerful organiza-
tion. Its officials are now negotiating with the heads of the other
organizations looking {o a general consolidation. The Bookbinders -
have gone on record in favor of the proposition, but the Photo-
Engravers, the Electrotypers, and the Pressmen, have declared
against it. The heads of the latter organizations are trying fo
have adopted a system of federation, fo forestall amalgama
In order to hasten the movement and fo lend real power fo i, the

i ili guidance of the Trade Union
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work. Kohn rveported on Czecho-Slovakia, where no great
pu?lnlinn has been required to interest numerous workers
and labor groups in the loan, and from where the first cash
instalmen(s have already been sent to the Berlin commitice. 1t
is intended 10 work on the broadest possible basis in Czecho-
Slovakia, in order to include all sections of workers. Matthicu
reported on Belgium, Alkaley on Bulgaria, Rosa Blanchet on

France, Whitehead on England: work has been siarted in all
these couniries. Many couniries have formed special loan
commitiees, in which non-communisi and even bourgeois circles
are represenied; this is the case in Sweden, England, Denmark,
Hoiland, eic.

Aiter the reports, comrade Klara Zethin addressed the meeting.
Shie again hic.{ down the principles of the Iuternational Workers’
Loan, and admouished all comrades o exert every endeavor
fowards rendering the luternational Reliel really eifectual, to
march deternuned forwards without hesitation or faltering, and
1o keep the goal of proletarian development before their eyes.

in his concluding words, comrade Minzenberg again
referred to the reports from the separale countries; be siaied
that despite the existing difficulties, and despite the economic
impoverishment of wide sirata of the working class, the loan
had been successiully staried, and the goal, 1 million dollars,
would be aitained.

“On the second day the sitting wawxed by comrade
Whitehead, who submitied the following resolution {0 the dele
gates oh the International Workers’ Relief:

‘I he executive of the International Workers' Relief is glad
fo ascertain that the a | male by the International Workers’
Relief, to help Soviet Russia by means of a far-reaching relief
action and by a workers’ loan, has found an enthusiastic echo
in wide communist and non-communist circles of the international
working class,

. The executive of the International Workers’ Reliel Aid
binds i.s committees and rators in the separate countries,
now that the legal and technical organizatory difficulties have
been overco o underiake great activity for the rapid reali-
zation of the loan in all countries

The execulive of the luternational Workers’ Relief
especially emphasizes the necessity for agitation for thie loan
among the broad non-communist circles of the co-operative
societies, trade unions, and the masses of indifferent workers.

In order to draw the attention of the whole working
class to the necessity of economic rekief action and of the
workers’ loan, the executive resolves {o carry out an especially
well-prei:red agitation week before March 15. 1923.”

The resolution was passed unanimously: Comrade Klara
Zetkin then welcomed the People's Commissar for Health,
comrade Semeskro, who addressed u.c delegates as follows:
The wous ’s inflicted by the Tsarist regime on the body of Russia
are still visible, but we have none the less been successful in
combaiting the epidemics and pestilences caused by the former
capitalist ~ régime, by the blockade, and the famine. The
Rl‘aguu and epidemics are almost exterminafed. But Russia

s the sad reputation of a high rate of infantile
During the famine infantile mortality rose
_ We have succeeded, despite many difficultics,
and despite lack of medicines, in reducing mortality.
Tuberculosis and syphilis are still raging, bui the govern-
ment is org g comprehensive campaigns for the
erodication of these social evils. The number of chi'ren left
orphans by the famine and the civil war may be estimated at
The the IWR. can give, and has already given, help.
The IWR. will also help Soviet Russia by supporting the

_and infirmaries; in the Crimea there is special
ﬁoﬂumy of rendering this relief productive, by aiding the
mk*w and women in the many sanatoriums of the
sanatoriums are counnected with farms and

vineyards, in which convalescent comrades can be occupied.

.' After Semashko’s speech, the followine resolution was

P T coterace Baviag Beard the
Whtl‘lul:honthe%&:!&e tl:i' initsrehtioltll

health, resolves fo carry o this i
o P Rl B R R g Rt BBt
asures for this purpose. :
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A Letter from South Africa
s By Tom Maan, ‘
_ a*;gm?xmvm

mortality.

;

of the People’s

low paid native labor, and did so, replacing over four thousand
whites by blacks; the blacks being paid one fifth of the
amount paid to the whites. The determined resisience displayed
by the whites to this lowering of the standard, brought about
the activities generally referred {o as the “revolution”. It resulted
in much shooling, a number were killed on both sides, over 5,000
were arrested. Afler a few weeks many of these were released,
and the others placed on trial, many being tried for treason by a
special Tregson Court, consisting of three judges, against whose
decision there was no appeal. ‘These judges sentenced four 1o be
hanged, and notwithstanding protest and appeals they were
hanged. Since then they have sentenced eleven others fo death,
but these have since been reprieved. Some four hundred others
have yet (o be tried.

Seeing that among those arrested and those al-
ready sentenced, are some of the most capable and loyal mili-
tants, it is natural that a spirit of depression has come over
many who feel comparatively helpless in the absence of their
more courageous workmates. As a result, the Unions are
seriously weakened, leaders are in prison, rank and file are out
of work and boycotied.

Although the output of the mines is said to be nearly
normal, there are eight thousand adult male white miners un-
employed on the Witwatersrand, and there is no hope of these
obtaining employment again in South Africa; in addition there is
a similar number of young men, sons of these whites, for whom
there is no prospect of employment. Then there are the young
Dutchman, who, in increasing numbers are seeking fo get into
industry, including the mines, as there is no land ﬁ)r them, and
economic pressure compels them to seek some occupation other
than farming. Many of these drift about and become part of
what is known as ‘the poor whites”, a body of men, mosily
Dutch, with little knowledge of how to work, and very little op-
portunity of work-of any kind, other than relief work, at a cheap
rate, on railway or other public work.

*Then there is the great problem of the colored men, not
80 pressing in the Transvaal as yet, but a most serious problem
in the Cape, Natal and Free State provinces. The term “ Co-
lored”, means those who have some white blood in them—not the
Natives. These colored men show great aptitude in learning
trades; also in organizing themselves and Eoldiug their own;
but among the Whifes there-is yet much prejudice.

: Below these comes the almost universal laborer, the na-
tive. My endeavor has been to’ promote a sound method of in-
dustrial organization, inspired by Communism. 1 have sought
to discourage old time sectional methods and 1ried to bring into
existence a broader and better system based on industrial work-
m,i‘ class solidarity. AH my meetings have been successful, and
1 have always carried resoiutions lor industrial solidarity and
for Communism, by an eighty five per cent majority, but although
1 have held over fifty meetings, it is only a small section of the
proletariat that I have been able to reach.

_ The political Labor Party here has just decided, on the
advice of its peity-bourgeois der, to eleminate its plainl,
declared Objective calling tor the * Socialization of Industry”
as being quite unneccessarily outspoken and causing fear an
alarm as to what the Labor {’rty intends,

The Commuiis's are not numerous, ~¢ there is a group
in each industrial cenire, and in Johannesburg and Cape Town
'_he( carry on a regular educational campaign. Internationalism
is kept well to the front by the Communists; in Durban there is
a group of Social Democrats who try fo be loyal to old associa-
tions but who find themselves nearer to the Communist camp
than to any other.

A keen inferest is shown as to developments in Russia.
The capitalist press never tires of besmirching Russia and it
has here, as elsewhere, published malicious statements served
up hot for the occasion, utterly oblivious to truth, This I have
been able 10 deal with efiectively at all meetings, but naturally
the press reaches those I cannot. :

The Social Revolution is not able {o assert itself in a
country like South Africa till some really representative Euro-
pean couniry sets the pace; but as soon as this takes place 1
shall count upon the workers of South Africa finding ways and
means of travelling on the high road to Communism. 2
while an increasing number are qualified to be of service in
right direction when the crucial
experiences here I am satisfied that when Sovietism is
b Oemunél or Britain, South Africa will go the whole w

. The Capitalist system is as big a failure here as ai
on earth. Speed the day when it shall make way for
ngimmwmhyogt.ﬁmuvmm,mmtm , d
scope for men rs, subject to one sti

men to do a share of work.
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il. World Congress of the Red International
of Labor Unions

Technical difficulties prevented us from issuing
this rather tardy number sooner. Ed.

The Second World Congress of the Red International of
Labor Unions was opened on the 19th of November 1922, in, the
Moscow Trade Union Building. The solemn opening session was
attended by the All-Russian Trade Union Council, the Moscow
Trade Union Council, and the Moscow Factory Committees.

Comrade Lozovsky opened the session with the following
address:

“The last 16 months were taken up with the capitalist
offensive. The Amsterdam International has done nothing
against this offensive. On the contrary, it has taken advanllFe
o¥ this offensive, for the ruthless expulsion of revolutionary ele-
ments from the trade unions. We must reply to these attempts
at a split by the slogan: Long live the unity of the trade union
movement—despite all attacks of the bourgeoisie and its agents!
The imperialist conflicts in the Near and Far East become more
and more acute. In ltaly the Fascisti have seized power. The
Ialian working class is now suffering for iis past errors, iis
failure to develop a revolutionary party under revolutionary
leaders. But Fascism is an international phenomenon; the
bourgeoisie is dropping the mask of democracy, and is taking to
open afttacks on the workers and their organizations. e
present German government is the transition to a Stinnes govern-
ment. Fascismo is @ preventative counterrevolution. As ?posed
to this, the position of Soviet Russia becomes more and more
secure from day to day, and extends the breach made in the
capitalist structure. Reaclion has weakened the trade union
movement everywhere, but has at the same time strengthened
the revolutionary movement. A glance at the world diagram of the
trade unions suffices to show the r ion of Amster-
damers and our progress. Moreover, we have many followers in
the ranks of the Amsterdamers, but have none in ours. Our
Infernational includes the peoples of the Orient and of the
colonies, while the Amsterdam “Intermational” is ‘‘purely”

European.
Great clearness of purpose and concentration of forces
are required to break up the gigantic apparatus of the bour-

geoisie. Many are the fighters who have fallen, and many

more will fall, but the class out of which our organization has
, and to which the future bel this class cannot

for its annmihilation would be annihilation of

of humanify. The Congress must decide all questi

{he old traditions of the French trade union movement info con-
sideration. Comrade Geschke (Gernungﬂrleponed that the Ger-
man revolutionary trade unionists have working successfully
in the spirit of the decisions of the First World Congress. The
German workers will follow the example of the Russian com-
rades. It is better to die amid the flames of revolution than 10
rot in the pestilent atmosphere of capitalism. Comrade Garden
(Australia) greeted the Congress on behalf of the Anglo-Saxon
section. The Trade Union Educational League (revolutionary
opposition in the Gompers unions) has gained a firm footing
in nine American states, and also in Canada, despite the
unfavorable economic situation. In Austrelia, a unily move-
ment is making edprogress. In New South Wales, 237,000
workers have jomned the R.LL.U. Comrade Paviik (Czecho-
Slovakia) Eromxsed energetic work on the part of the Czech
workers. Comrade Tasca (ltaly) pointed out that what is most
necessary for the Italian proletariat, if it is fo overcome the
present situation, is to abandon the old rreiudioe of kecping
the trade unions out of politics, and the belief that the strengt
of the {rade unions lies in their numbers. Comrade Chak-
Chon-Ki greeted the Congress on behalf of the Chinese com-
rades. Comrade Clara Zethin, greeted with enthusiastic applause,
brought the greetings of the &ommuniut International. Every
attempt at a split on the part of the Amsterdamers musi
combatted with steadfast determination to maintain the pro-
letarian united front, the defermination o fight for the final
goal, There is mo such thing as neutrality on this or that
side of the barricade. We are aided in our siruggle by the great
example set by the Russian proletariat. The trade unions
"}:g a partoio! the revoliutioulry it:l;‘ceazqniha in ‘the Ri;.LU. “:.
telegram greeting from comrade Zinoviev, from etroz
the comrades to fight against division in the irade
unions. Comrade Andreyev iRuu'u) pointed out that many
who were present at the First Congress of the R.IL.U. have
since found their way back fo Amsterdam, but that this is more
than compensated for by the ce, at the present Congress,
of representatives of large firmly established organizations.
The sacrifices made by Russian ﬁ'olcurht have not been in
vain. The infernational situation is in our favor. The Amster-
dam Internati international Menshevism, has gone over

to the in uestion of self-defence ag Fascism,
p:-eciuly as !!uuhn N?auluviuu did.

The Congress unanimously accepled an appeal against (he ‘

”mT ! ress commenced work November 21,

o |
mndeb%ﬂuponuﬁcuﬁmh of the Executive
task to carry o .“v“;. t keep up
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