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First Session of the

Moscow, June 11. The first session of the Enlarged Presi-
dium of the Executive of the Communist Internatibnal was held on

Sunday June 10; in the Red Hall of the Comintern in the
-/ Mochovaya. Comrade Zinoviev was in the chair and there were
present, in addition fo Comrade Bucharin and the members
of the brcaidium, one member from each of the Delegations,

From the report of the Secretariat it appears that all
the sections of the Comintern have sent strong delegations to
the Enlarged Executive and that with one or two exceptions
Australia and South Africa) all the delegates have arrived in

W,
It was decided that the Enhrged Executive should com-
mence its sittings on June 12. at 6 p.m. with the report ol
Comrade Zinoviev. -

.. A lively discussion arose during the consideration of the
defailed poinis of the agenda, in which practically all the de-
legates took part, and many proposals were made. The agenda
decided on was agreed to unauimousl{. In addition to the
points of the agenda already published it was decided to include
='|e date of the next World Congress and the present situation in

uesia,
The lollowing is the agenda adopied by the Presidiums
L a; Report of Presidium.
b) Practical measures for continuing the campaign for
the United Front.
) ¢) Fusion of the Second and Two and a Hall Infer-
mationals, Speaker: Comrade Zinoviev.

24

e Enlarged Executive opened on Tuesda
Al el thl,—;’hwhichﬂ;eroun‘

3. Fight against Fascism, Speaker: Comrade Clara Zetkin,

4. Trade Unions and Factory Councils, Speakers: Lozovsky
and a representative of the German Delegation.

5. The Limits of Centralism in the Comintern (Discussion
with the Scandinavian comrades). Speaker: Comrade Blcharin,

6. The Labor Movement in England.

1. l’rcparatori' work for the drawing up of a Program
of the Commumiat International. Speaker: Comrade Bucharin.

8. The Problems of Sections.

9, Date of the next World Congress and the Congresses
ol the Individual Sections.

10. Report on the Situation in Russia.

11. Other business.

It was decided o set up a number of Commissions, their
size varying w&lg the importance of the question to be considered.
The Political Commission which will be set uf to discuss !3
first point on the Agenda, will consist of 2 a
the remaining Commissions from 9 to 15 members,

At the end of the meeting, Comrade Zinoviev invited the
delegates to atiend the deliberations of the Council of Leading

tatives deali with the - national question in

Federated Soviet Republics, since the mational question was an

important problem in practically every Section.
Comrade. Zinoviev closed the sitting at 1 a. m.
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. s also the emancipation of the working class from bourgeols are {o be applied. In order fo keep our princi intact, it is
Workers' and Peasants' Covernment can only be atlained by c‘ un weden) m‘og , and religion is part of it. essential to lay special emphasis on the role of the Communist
revolutionary means and will never :y ey é‘leryé“' : Hoeglund (8 ed éomrnde oeglund wrote: “If is quile a different matier B

* Complained that Comrade Zinoviev's report was
jon. Too many reformed ex-social patriots in the Communist lacking, ln as much as be had only zuunkd a negative

the opinion_that all the national movements statement in ducﬁbin{‘(ho position the Scandinavian
. Parties. The Executive have commitied errors with regard to
supported all the national movements the Norwegian question which aggravated the tion.
directed against Russia, because Tsarist Russia consfituted & Everything must be done fo avoid a split of Pariy forces in
factor of reaction. When capitalism and the proletariat began Norway. In reply to the criticism made of his ariicle “Com.
to develop in Russia while other countries were entering upon munism and Religion” by Comrade Zinoviev, Comrade Hoeglund
the imperialist ;lunhtb struggle against Russia ceased to be stated that in this article he desired to express the opinion that
revolutionary, and it became necessary to fight against all the anti-religious propaganda of the Party should not interfere
imperialists. When Russia became Soviet Russia all the anti-  with the far more important tasks of fighting capitalism. The
imperialist movements had to gravitate fowards it and should Stale Church of course had fo be fought, but a fight against
be supported by the Communists, The Russian comrades m religion would repel many sections of the population whom it
this quite jusily, This is by no means an expression of i our duly to gain over. The slogan of a Workers' and

when the Communist Party carries on a relentless st
against the conversion of religion into a class political institution
such as the Established Church.” Marxism asserts however, that
every religion represents a class ideology and is therefore a class
instrument,

In our Party we can toleraie religious people, for religion
has taken root in the soul of modern humanity, It is right
that we should be patient with these people in order fo bri
about their emancipation from old religious beliefs, but this
does not mean f{hat we as a Parly have nothing to do wiih
religion. Hoeglund told me that even the “A.B.C. of Comumu-
nism” says that we must be cautious in our siruggle against
religion, ~ That is only natural. In the course of our anti
religious campaign we must apply different methods to ‘the

Party as the leader in the struggle for the establishment of
Proletarian Dictatorship. The Fourth Congress established
beyond doubt that the application of the United Front tactics does
not mean a betrayal of proletarian dictatorship or a revision of
Conununist principles. We are extremely suspicious of the
Social-Democratic leaders owing {o the treacherous role which ¢
they have played hitherto and which, objectively, they are com-
gel 10 comtinue to play. However, we are confident that the
social-Democratic workers will be with us in this struggle. The -
Communist Parties must persist in these taclics to the end. In
bringing forward the United Front walchword, we must formulate
demands that will appear to be realizable in the near future
even 1o the Social-Democratic workers. The United Front is
the blood covenant between the Communist and Social-Demogratic
workers against the coalition policy and against the bourgeoisie.

“Ciovernmental Psychology” for Lenin and Zinoviev expressed  Peasants’ ment was un a_correct one, but. its peasants to those we apply to the workers, as we need more This being so, this Uniled Front will also become the covenant
these views as far back as 1917, significance must not be overestimated. The imporiaat thing patience with the former. Comrade Falk asserted that to begim  between the Communist and Social-Democratic workers against
In conclusian the speaker said that the French Communist was not to issue new slogans, but to consolidate all forces for ‘ a campaign against religion now was extremely stupid. He is the Social-Democratic leaders. Qur opposition was compelled
Party has become worthy of the other sections of the Inter- energetically putting the old ones into practice. evidently oblivious of the fact that it is not we who have -~ fo admit that through the application of United Front tactics,
national tﬁkml a campaign against religion, but l:e‘l:ahl? ot‘hat'cmmde me wereknble “i occupy Ct‘rllalu ilgrhhng posmo;ns ‘\fhlch l{a.cnkh:;a‘l;
B und is carrying on a campaign on religion, e working class struggle, The capture ol these lightu
vuéa‘ Falk (NOI’WQY) -~ And now g fgw words r;‘pa omrade Falk's s xh. He posions is very importaut, for it is here that Social-Democracy
The wa'chword of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Covern- The impression created by Zinoviev's report was that the asserted that Zinoviey in his speech declared that the Norwegian  will be brought down by its inherent contradictions. At is a
ment should be more clearly defined. One must differen- Norwegian Party, or that the section that led it, was anti-conw Communist Parly is antagonistic 1o the Communist International.  question of workers' policy or the policy of the bourgeoisie, The «
tiate beween the working and the exploiting peasants, The munist. This was incorrect. The Norwegian l;ariy agreed in In fact, Zinoviev said just the opposite. Comrade Falk also said  ideological split which has already faken place in the Social-
K working peasanis t% cnnec“‘éed by man bondr:w with :hc a centralised world movement of Communisis. r that in counectim'\l »Ivithvariwa qlt;atiou;, wel never discu ::: [F)em?c:agq ranks, is an important result of the United
iat, being similarly affected by taxation railways ra i i incl matters direct with the Norwegian Party, but always approa ront tactics. ] 9
the Trn‘::; and in m’countries lylso by the I Jand .. m:&:ﬂ&momtt&enu;&myfr m,ﬂmﬂ a% bLh.:‘: individuals. This also is contrary to facts. Thousands of times Owing 1o the acuteness of the West European siluation,
nership, that the F.C. should m? with the central m'."f the Party we asked the Norwegian Central Committee {o send there is every reason fo believe that we shall have to assume the
It is only natural thai this watchword of the Workers' and aad not wi.th the minority of isolated persons. The Youth Move- i tatives to Moscow, to discuss these questions with them. This dictatorship w'uhoul the preliminary establishment of a Workers
Peasants' Covernment should confain many perils, When we, o0 e baing or lniuz as an entirely separate organisation, was not always done. As to the Y.C.L., I personally am of the and Peasants’ Government. _However, we must be prepared
in couformity with the United Front tactics, unite with the social Ly apove wi ",5 assistance of the E.C. We coasider this to be opinion that, in questions concerning relations with the Inier- for an eventuality which might compel us lo establish the
democrai,c workers, we unite with class comrades. The watch-  giooboy 4o vice There must be loyalt "oa both sides. national, national discipline is not obligat for individual Workers’ Government in the form of a revolutionary. coalition
word of Workers' and Peasants’ Government however means e : yaly ¢ ited Front ; members of any Party or for any’ section of fhat Party if this with the Social-Democrats and the Trade Unions, Such a
that we are seeking an dhncetw'zth a class, the _ﬁnoconou;c posi- nz'”‘“" b‘:gmteh&eme new “d‘““":“g‘emg:d 'mm : gicscipliue hi:loppooed xo'thedlnttcr?ati?n:ela ln times mnfhg’ Oo\;grnme:n must rest on the support of class organs outside
tion of which differs from that of the proletariat. exploitation =~ Were necessary be social (ween the International and the loca ions every member parliament. ) . i
of ‘he peasants is nof as acute as that of the proletariat. There and the Communist Party wea an we had expected. i; a Young Communist League or of any Party organisation is ln Germany we have succeeded in rallying the sympathising
is the danger that wide sections of the producing and iting 16 not the casg in Norway. The C.P. there is 2 mass Party an : entitled to be for the International and against the Ceatral workers to the Communist banner in the Factory Commitiees,
peasantry will join us in ifs siruggle against the s. This the Socialist Party a small Party, We decided to apply the Organisations of his country. 1i the Scandinavian comrades Control Commitiees and in the Workers’ Hundreds. All of them
may occur in the US.A. and in Canada where not only the factic to the strong Trade Union Leaders and not o the weak reaifly mean to work shoulder to shoulder with the Communist are ns of the United Front which assist (he Communist
working but also the exploiling peasants are opposed to the social-democratic leaders. The parole of a Workers’ and Farmers International, we will find ways and means fo remove all the Party in its struggle. By applying United Front factics we have
capitalists, who during the }1"' decade ug:l kept the pl;i!cal of &ng';ﬂt would strengthen the reformist elements in difficulties. achieved the result that large mr ‘ h:; f:u:t-iﬁmmh
ufaciured goods artificially at a hi by means of their - < . workers are practically with us a members
?:unm, tb:dcmnng uuvougahh mlg eonditia’u between corn With regard to anti-religious anda, Com. Falk associated ‘ . Béticher (GermW)‘ of the Social- {nc Party. We must do our utmost {0 help
and manufactured goods, and doing harm fo the The himself with what Comrade Hoeglund had said. 4 The main question of the tactics of the European Parties on this process as much as possible. Qur Parties must be
rea ce of Russia on the corn market is this crisis 1 Is the question of the United Front and of the Workers’ Govern-  parties ol viclory—leaders of the Nation. This psychology was
more acufe, Bucharin: ! ment. Hitherto the greatest success with the United Froamt not yet ripe in our Party during the Ruhr siruggle.
1 suggest that the formulation of the Workers’ and g tactics has been achieved by Germany. Nevertheless inevitable  After Comrade Boticher's speech, the Session was adjourned
Peasants’ &Cvernment W itn: made more m fg Hoeglund expressed disappoiniment with Com- differences arise concerning the manner in which these tactics until the evening. :
. huda TR t its altered form rade Zinoviev's In opinion Comrade Zinoviev
| vernment of Workers and Working Peasants”, In no country had to deal with wnew 'tial.mahmml . i /
has the unu"uydbunablbtoremhh for any  deyelopment of alarming symploms within our brother parties, Sv—
length of time. Tt must be led by a class, and the question and this he did. This way of dealing with things differentiates
'N"“I"‘“'Hkﬂﬁfl ‘which is exploiting i  us from the Second International. Hoeglund accuses the Executive EV ‘
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Hitherto the burden of anti-militarist activity rested exclu-
dvdyonﬂwuhoddeno(&eYomeﬂht International.
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plrtinthbvutmdﬁmumuﬂk. e Vil

' Ewert (Germany):

g g
g Ty

Silon 7



142 International Press Correspondence No 45

A few words %utbe national question, In the begiunin;s
of the Ruhr conflict this question was wot well enough defin
in Germany, and there were differences of opinion even within
the Party, which were not removed until quite lately. In
Germany this is not a very difficult problem, becaus¢ the bour-
isie itself is betraying Germany and is selling it piecemeal
the Entente. In other countriés this question is of course
more difficult, The Ruhr conflict was the first occasion for
collaboration between the French and the German Communist
Parties. This collaboration was not by any means faultless, which
however, does not detract from its impartance as the first action

of this kind.
Radek:

It is feared ' that owing to rigid centralism there
is no spiritual life vibrating in the Communist International.
From the discussion which went on here, one could gain a better
lesson. “V'I,:x‘l: at Hambmheg there wa?l not any serious c'hczcussé?n
upon a tion, here .we are listening to a pointed public
discussion nln?:i;. at the second Session. The workers can
convince themselves that this is the only place for thorough
discussion, Comrade Falk is opposed to Sm ssing the actions
of national parties at the International. But how can we put
errors right if they are not pointed out to us? The Norwegian
comrades have heard what the German comrades had to say.
What they said has come straight from the soul of the German
workers,  And what do the n comrades tell us? Thtf'
tell us that the only hope was in action taken by the International.

oeglund’s article draws our atfention incidenfally 1o a particular

ger, which can be obviated only by outspoken discussion.
Zinoviev's contained two main points: the consolidation
of the International, and the extension of the basis of our
activity. In so far as the consolidation of the International is
concerned, there is close conmection between the Italian and
Norwegian question. Comrade Urbani asked us to show him
on which occasion the decisions of the Commmunist International
had been sabotaged. He adduces the testimony of Comrade
Dintitri. But the attitude of the lalian Party, shows quite clearly
that the ltalian Party is also largely to blame for the events in
with the Halian . When Comrade Urbani

points out that Velli and Neni are also to blame, even this does
not argue in favor of the Italian Party, Precisel because

amalgamation, it was the foremost duty of our Party to prevent
i it r Italian friends are excellent comrades, and he who has
} any dealings with them in ltaly, comes back in a felicitous
i mood. But this should not prevent us from pointing out their
4~ errors. It is not a question of outside interference, but of an
exchange of international experiences. Comrade Falk declares
that if we wish fo discuss centralism, they are ready, but that
ing unfounded charges. On close examination, it
we are not dealing with misunderstandings. The
i % politically, At one

an comrades volted for the decisions of the
I ! the Communist lniernational competent
in all questions, and they came out in opposition. Now
we ask ;ou:' What opinion do you represent now? The Nor-
‘wegian Party is a sound proletarian party, and he who would
to separate it from the Internationl will burn his fingers.
?aﬁynﬂtuhouhddhgahdﬁmthebigwenb,md
its bistory fully accounts for its present situation. But this
must be overcome not by means of “ukases”

comrades. If the leading

15

i

individyal leaders of the Socialist Party wished to sabotage the™

social-democratic notion that we should have nothing fo do with
the peasants. 1f we now bring this question {0 the fromt it is
because our cause is moving rapidly forward. Economic demands
for the improvement of the lot ol {he peasants are by them-
selves insufficient. We must be in a position to say to the
seasanis that they cannot hope for any improvesienl of their
r:t.uulil we have taken over the power joinily with them. The
Bolshevik Party has always championed the cause of the peasants,
but it was the slogan o{ the revolution of 1905, the slogan of
coalition with the peasantry, that has attained the greatest
significance, Yet this coalition with the peasant does not nwean
that we should form a coalition with Witos in Poland or with
the radical Socialists in France; fhese are counter-revolutionary
peasant parties, with which we cannot form any coalition,

The national question, i. e. the education of the proletariat
fo the necessity of making the party representative of the nation,
is in Euglam{ only the propagandists’ expression of the final
goal. The case is different in Germany, where the national
uestion is of quite difierent significance. 1t is characteristic
that in a national-socialist paper—Das Gewissen (Conscience)—
we find the statement that the Comununists are becoming more
and more National Bolshevist. National-Bolshevism in Germany
in 1920 meant an alliance to save the generals, who immediately
after the victory would have made short shrift of the Communist
Party. To-day National-Bolshevism means that the only salvation
is to come ihrough the Comumunists. The strongest emphasis
on the nation in Germany is a revolutionary act, just as it is in
the colonies. This ought to be understood by our }"nruch friends.
1f Poimcaré should hold sway in France for a few years longer,
then it will also be the turn of our French party to take the
stand that is now taken by the German party. Hoglund reproached
the Executive with havmﬁ committed mistakes, which he was
%:ing to prove later on. In this he will not succeed. Much as
the executive was criticized by individual friends, no one could
demonstrate how the things could be done befter

The resolution to be submitied on this question must out-
line the new tasks for the months to come, so that no new contro-
versies should arise and that the Communist International should
continue its march forward,

Trachienberg¢ (America)

He was pleased to hear the references made by Zinoviev
1o the splendid strides made by the American Party in the past
year. If the American Pan{ has improved it is due to the
action adopied at the last Iniernational Congress.

He wished to deal with the application to America of the
new slogan of a Workers' and Peasants’ Government issued
by the International. America, unlike Europe, has no large
peasant population. But there was a large farmer popula-
tion, the position of whom had recentlv come to ressemble that of
the European sants, Many of them are gradually losing

sion of the land they had got freely 'Ivaurs ago. They
were sinking to the tion of landless tenant farmers. Siatistics
collected last year showed, that 75% of farms were mort aged,
and the indebtedness of the farmers had increased 130% over
&O.h'ﬂw (tarrm‘er p:epuhﬁon h';ge decreased because many had

the country for the cities, temporary war ity of
the farmers has since been snaiched away by lg niln?nds,
elevator companies and other intermediaries.

_ This position of the farmers has induced them to.organise
their own political party. In the few years of its existance the
Non-Partizan League has gained consi le political successes.
It was advocating the nationalisation of the railroads, storage

huuo,r;l:vaton elc.
Workers' Party had taken note of this position and’

had issued the slogan of the Workers’ and the Working Farmers’
Government. But the slogan was not without its dangers. The
American Socialist Party had also gone amongsi the farming
lation, but it had | ill-advised to fuse with the Non-
rtizan (.ugue and similar political parties, with the result
that in many States it became, as a party, completely lost. It
is important that when the slogan is issued by the Party in
America titis dange:l'. bfumm afx‘:d that i:nl:’e interpreted as
working a wi in rmers not with the
farmers’ political parties. v h,

Johnson (Canada)
is predominantl
e L iy o
yiui
150,000 Ukrainian Russian emigrant iy

their farms irely. o the
to the District Party Convention

b Lo it e
e TR L S

toba demanding that the Party should come to their as-
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sistance. The farmers’ organisation was conirolled by the rich
e 5 orming & tivl pary o fhe poueer iacmars . The Com:
a or the poorer farmers.
ﬂnmt:'{otheDomm inion Q&u;mn. When
1
. ané¢ uninformed to formulate a policy. ltacoeptz
the ple of a Workers’ and Peasants’ Government issued
by the lnternational, but this slogan still faced the party with the

question whether the poor peasanis should be taken into the
m:y, or whether nte!n';. rutho:ud be olrgmioed info a separate
oty ibmqmﬁon. y accordingly sel up a Commission o

The speaker criticized the 'liou- of the Scandinavi
delegates on the question of Genlrm:ﬁu and religion. e
The session adjourned at 11:30 p. m.

e e

Fourith day of Session
Morning

The Session was opened after 12 noon, Comrade Gaflagher

gjp{nz the chair. The discussion on the Report of Comrade
oviev was continued. .

Negri (lialy):

The lialian Delegation a Zinoviev's report and
particularly the attitude of the Execulive on_the qugsoﬁon of
centralism and of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Ggvernment. We
would desire that the centralism of the Communist International
should be accentuated in accordance with the decisions of the
Fourth Congress. No concession on this point should be tolerated.
We entirely approve of the attitude of the Executive on the
Scandinavian question.

~ We do not regard a workers’ government as a definite
solution, but as a transition period, corresponding 1o a certain
temporary relation of social lorces. It must lead either to the
dictatorship of the proletariat or to that of reaction. Iis object
is to prepare the way to the former,

- We v:-ihole-heari:.edl uc:tpt the formula of e: gw
workers and peasan ‘e have never conceived anythi
because the situation in Italy has forced us tfo th’n .:ﬁituh.
o‘d‘%ﬁ% s ﬁmsrkm.m o Bl o the latter ey agrieutimel
an and wo { tter bei icult

Repllqd h?ou e O msiar mducad‘ .

in inoviev, speaker p fations as
to the amytucﬁ of the Party on the agrarian ot The
old Socialist Party had committed errors in this but the
young Communist Party has succeeded in gaining the sympathy

the peasants,
t our Parties being ted with

8

In order fo permea
e L 7 ot ool penent Goid e

c of a wo! ‘asan oul
a clear and definite prolei.rian outlook.

_In Haly there is a problem of fusion. We have been
criticised for our rigidity on this questi There has been
no sabotage on the part of our rlrty. ndr retaliation by the
socialists. To achieve a successful revolution we are )
to collaborate with the devil himself, but the result must be

Koritschoner (German Ausiria)
The : " made by Zinoviev fin his
indicale a hx step forward, ]
of activity. All the governments we hitherto

had in Ausiria, were governments in which
w&ﬁ-&:'uhm&%

'é

those sections of the population
leaders, and

i

pathizers with the Communist Party. Already in the
unions it is to be observed that n'lenl ten {imes as

ple are influenced by slogans than there are organized
tﬁummm. The most urgent problem today for the Executive
and for the Central European parties, is to consolidate the
sectional movements in the various countries and te coordinate
imternational action. This coordination will be of the grealest
value {0 the Communist Parties in the Danubian and Balkan
States in their fight against reformism and Fascism.

Walion Newbold (Great Britain):

E

The British ales ook exception to the tone of Comrade
Zinoviev's speech on the subject of Nationalism and the Colonies,
but would their t of view in the Commission.

explain
he tactic of the United Front was bringing the Pa
increased influence throughout the country. lﬁe ‘ud of :g
Communisis was being followed in many of the Trade Unions,
especially the engineers and miners. The hold in the Trades
Councils had been strengthened.

At the Edinburgh Conference last year the leaders of the
Labor Party got a resolution passed attempting fo exclude the
Communist Party. At the forthcoming annual Labor Party
Conference, at least 13 Trades Councils and 2 big Unions would
support the affiliation of the Communists.

Turning to the new slogan the Workers' and Peasauts’
Government, the British C.P. enthusiastically welcomed it, but

Varga’s modification: a Workers’ and Working Peasania
Government. The land workers in England had always been
neglected by the advanced Labor Movement. There was no
peasantry in England; they had been driven to the Colonies or
e st would Baaish (e fmgaise Do
ar saniry a slogan i i
Irish Barty necded for its deve ‘

rty evelopment. 2

On the subject of religion, the British C.P, is as

{o the newm:‘y of atlacking éhu.rdm. but this be dom
best by the Party’s direct and indirect educational insfitulions.

The communist s! were in the mining areas of West
Scotland and South Wales, and amongst the miners there was
a large religious population. Similarly, almost the whole of the
Irish mlry were staunch Catholics. An attack u ion
in I would make the dev t of the Parly there im-
possible for many years, The British Parly was alng re-
oached with having no hold on the masses. Would it not
geububebetmhamdxnﬁ(imnlndindlyudnﬂﬁudi]?

Rosmer (France):
question of centralism and the relations m
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The speaker referred to an alarming declaration of Tran-
mael: either a break with our revolutionary tradition or a break
with the Communist International. Sych phrases should not
be folerated. They remind us of Frossard, who also placed
himself between the French tradition and the Commumist lnter-
national. The' first condition for the solution of this conflict
s not to represent it in this manner. -

The speech of Duret surprised the delegates from France.
Duret has been in Moscow six months) he has neglected the
French party, he has not furnished it with information, nor
has he formulated any criticism of it. But he criticized it severely
from this platiorm.” He would not have done so if he had
the slightest connection with the party. Treint is in agreement
with us at bottom, but he was alone in the defense of his
unfortunate term, “fabor imperialism”. His article was published
with reservations. One cannot prevent a militant from occasionally
writting stupidities, Duret knows that better than anybody. As
to Tremt's lies 1o the dissidents, we did not wait for the
criticism of Duret before bringing them forward. We have
lad considerable success in the application of the tactic of the
united front, as the discomfiture of .the leaders of the reformist
C.O.T. proves. We shouid have been far more advanced if
Duret had not caused us to lose a year in sterile discussion of
that tactic. )

As to Hamburg, Hoglund said that there was a danger in
underestimating the fusion of the two internationals. If it is
frue that it clarifies the situation for us Communists, it is also
frue that it may give rise to delusions. Therefore we must
unmask the action of the Social-Democrats at Hamburg. But
fhe best way of fighting the new Social-Democratic International
is to oppose it by another, to resemble it in no respect and not to
barter, as the Scandinavians have done; for our attachment and
aid of the Communist International.

Zapotacky (Czecho-Slovakia)

To us the question of the Workers’ and Peasants’
Government is mot a general propagandist watchword, but
s beginning to assume the character of an important
question of every-day politics. As we do not wish 1o
umdertake anythi which might clash with the intentions
of the Internati we consider it our duty to draw your atfen-
tion to the conditions prevaling in our country, We are not satis:

fied with what was said in to-day’s discussion. For us it is
:ssﬂe:“lial that the general watchwords should be wmore clearly

elined. .

’ At present the labor movement- is not as sirong and
ic as before, which makes leadership in militant actions
«mmleubl{l more difficult. This Mn{e::' the controveray about
ihe possibility of establishing a Workers’ Government par-
Kamentary means was automatically decided in the negative.
However, these possibilities come to the front as soon as the
watchword of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Government is given
more prominance. A process of disintegration is going on
at p t in several directions in the camp of the government
coalition.

: Relations are very strained between the party of the
industrial and financial bourgeoisi by Dr. Kramer and

1 e, led
rarian party. Disi tion in going on within the
R T ok i & A L cavasted into
an ally of the Communist Party. By giving a clear definition
fo the Workers’ and Peasants’ t watchword, we shall

3
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our might -
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shall be our aftitude in the agricultural counfries towards the
politically organised rural masses? Bulgaria has 80% of

ants. The difference between the workers’ organisafions and
hose of the peasants is that the former are of a class nature,
while the latter are corporate bodies comprising both the rich
and the poor. When the rich peasants are-im power their policy
is to profect capitalism and to repress the'labor movement.

Nevertheless, by force of circumstances, we were com-

pelled upon more than one occasion to form a united front with
the agrarian unions, €. g., for the agrarian reforms, during the
prosecution of the former cabinet minsters respousible for the
war, and against the first attempt of the bourgeois parties fo try
their strength with the aid of the Wrangel ollicers.

The coup d’état which has overthrown the power of the
peasants’ party was evidenily directed against the toiling masses
of the cities and villages. The great obstacle 1o the united front
with the peasauts is that our party had 4o defend its rights and
its ver{ existence against the rg.asam govermment.

n the agricultural countries the problem of the dictator-
ship may assume a new aspect, namely that of the Workers’ and
Peasants’ Dictatorship. It was a few months ago that the Bul-

arian Communist Party adopted a slogan of the Workers’ and
Peasants’ Government aud began to make propaganda for it with
such success, that the alarm caused to the ruling peasants’ party
was one of the important reasons of their policy of terrorist re-
pression lg:msl our party.

If the present coup d’état is the beginning of civil war,
which seems to be the case, our party will be forced into a coale
fion with the agrarian union, with the possible result of a
Workers”’ and Peasants’ Government.

Beruzzi (Italy)

asked the Pelish Communists fo express their views on the
national question. As yet they have not made clear their
attitude towards the Ukrainians. It is essential for the Ukraniap
Party to lmow what this attitude is. The speaker was of
the opfnion that the Polish Communist Party must demand
for the oppressed nationalities the right to separate themselyes
from the country into which they were incorporated by force.
At the Fourth Congress the Italian Communist Party ac-
cepted the resolutions which were proposed. It has been said
that the lalian Communist Party carried out the decisions of the
C.1. only as a matier of discipline. One can hardly expect much
enthusiasm when it is a question of a political marriage of con-
venience with Vella and Neuni. Anyhow, the Italian iumist
Party carried out conscientionusly the decisions of the Congress,
and thus it does not deserve the reproaches launched against it.
In 1919 the situation in Italy was objectively revol utionatx;)y,
but the Communist Party was only just being formed. When the
Italian Communist-Party came into being counter-revolution
was already victorious. Thus, there is no justification for re-
proaching the Italian comrades.
. Mussolini was victorious because he was able to win over
1o his side the t masses, and this the Italian C.P. was not
able to do. This is not mere imagination. Is there any occasion
to revise our tactics in the agrarian question? As {o the attitude
of the Italian Communist Party towards Fascism, in the opinion
of the speaker its chief fault consisted m paying too much atten-
tion to questions of internal organisations and not enough atten-
tion fo tha conquest and ination of the masses. has
not changed since the coming nto power of Fascism. While not
any accusations and maintaining a friendly tone towards
revolutionaries, we must be allowed #® examine their errors. For
instance, in connection with Vorovsky's assassination the Italian
CP. has not wammammnwm itation.
Moreover, there is in Italy an anti ial tradition which the
C.P., could have put to good account.
The speaker declared that

Certain measures in connection with the internal policy of the

Italian P.C. were not at all a sign of distrust, as Comrade Urbani
b tﬁ‘m&’k&m I e s i

measures was — 10 : . In

the Socialist Pa ,mlu&um“hmmazlﬂh!

tactics of the United Front which had such good results in Ger-

many. In conclusion the said: 1 am convinced that at

SN ARSE

one

Amier (U.S.A)
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Cridcized the atude ol the Scandimvian
e LR R
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rest of Europe had experienced. Infernational discipline and
cenfralization were necessary because there were big tasks be-
fore the party. Their complaint that centralization destroyed the
initiative of the local organizations was unjustified. 'lbeh:‘shl
of liar national itions was the oue usually advanded in
such cases. The luternational had not exerted its authority suffi-
ciently as was the case in America. It had proved its capacity
for giving advice and of using a strogg hand when necessary.

Criticizing the Ialian parly he said, that for the Commu-
nists to hav;rn ug”t::c barmer against the Socialists when they
were pre to with the Communist Party was a crime
against the lialian movement and against the International.

He was of the opinion that the question of religion had
not been sufficiently agitated, especially as regards America,

There the Church was openly used as a tool of the capitalists
against all advanced movements of the workers, Should the
American parly remain silent when atheism is being discussed
even in the colleges? He did not agree with N that this
was a campaign that could be handed over to subsidiary organiza.
tions. A similar stand against religion must be made in

_He believed that in America, the sl of the Workers'
and Farmers’ Goverument was necessary, but in common with
the British comrades, he was of the opinion that it should be so
framed that the poor and working farmer would be &:t 10 under-
stand, that there was a cleavage between him and itin
farmer. To secure such a cleavage would be a victory for us.
There was no danger that the peasant farmer would be a danger
10 the proletarian diclatorship.

Evening

The Evening Session was opened at 7.30 p.m. by Comrade
Gallacher. The discussion on Zinoviev's Report was continued.

Vliadetic (Jugo-Slavia)

The reproach of Comrade Zinoviev that the Jugo-Slavian
Party as a rusult of its uncertain attitude on the national quesiion,
had kept away from the Party the proletarian masses of Slovenia,
industrialiy the most developed country in jugo-Slavia, was un-
founded. “The Jugo-Slavian Party is fighting stubbornly both
against the Serbian hegemony and against the chauvinism of the
Sloven.an and Croatian bourgeoisie. In spife of the illegal po-
sition into which the White Terror of the Jugo-Slavian -
ment has forced us, we succeeded in destroying the disruptive
cenirist party, which in Slovenia was led by some of our former
leaders, who excused themselves for this on the plea that it was
in accordance with the thesis on the United Iront of the Fourlh
Congress. This is a great victory for the Communist Party and
demonstrales that the masses of the Slovenian prolelarial are
responding 1o our leadership more than ever. The nalional
problem in Jugoslavia, owing to the numerous nations and races
existing under the political hegemony of the Serbian bourgeoisie,
is exiremely comphicated. The extent ol the national struggles is
therefore enormous. We were unable to take part in these
struggles hitherto, not because our attitude towards the national
problem was false, but because we were in an illegal position. In
spite of fractional i we were always unanimous as 1o
what our attitude on the nahonal question should be, viz., Against
the Serbian Hegemony, for the Revision of the Constitution, and
for the Seli-determination of all Races and Nations, We gladly
accept the admonitions of the Executive that we should deal more
shrewdly ,with the national question, and we shall exert every
effort in {his direction. We have already been fighting for some
time for the slogan of a Workers' and Peasants’ Government, and
we have succeeded to some exien! in wpulansmf this slc
amongst the masses. We have managed fo get rid o all fractional
conilicts, which is proved by the unanimous decisions of the last
Party Conierence, and thereby the ground has been created for
better relations between the and the Executive, as well as
for assisting the Party to deal more effectively with the difficult
problems in Jugo-Slavia. .

Saita (Italy)

The importance of the Rome Congress has been righily
appre-iated. This Congress voled for the adhesion of the masses
fo the Third International, Our communist comrades frequently
under-estimated the masses and attach too much gx:gomnce to
individuals. We are of the opinion that the Ifalian Socialist Party
has brought into the Infernational masses which could be put
to good use if we were really determined fo do so. We in our
Party have worked for fusion, and the communists have worked

inst it. At present our friends are in a minority in the S. P.,

the Avanti is in the hands of Vella, This result is contrary

fo our wishes and it is not we who have brought it about. The

anfi-fusionists’ strongest argument was that the Communists wor-

ked against the fusion. The Moscow Execufive was in favour of
fusion, and the Rome Managing Commitee was against it.

The truth is that fusion was difficult because an attempt
was made fo purge the Parfy of 42,000 members who had joined

" ahe Third Infernational en masse. The conditions on which the

fusion was at first prm incensed nearly all our

- myseli excepled, The tive of the C. L. wanted {o please the

‘We were even fold that

ists, who did not want fusion. :
§ e event of being un the minority af our Congress, the con-
> 4 i SRt 4 e

urged that the element of

ditions for our admission after our withdrawal from the S, P,
would be harder still. Many comrades in the Managing Com-
mittee of the party still say that they are oﬁainu fusion. They
wish our Party to withdraw from the S. P. because it would
weaken us. The methods employed to bring about the rapproche-
ment between the C. P. and S. P. were such as fo prevent any
possibility of a rapprochement. We are sjying these things
without any ill-will. If fusion is really wanled, this work must
be put info the hands of men who are convinced of the necessity
of such fusion.

Serra (Italy)

sonality be altogether eliminated from
the discussion on the Halian quesfion. The comrades of the
Executive of the lalian Communist Party are not in any way
reproached, but a faulty policy is all the more dangerous if it is
carried on with courage and devotion.

1 take my Party oevereIHo task. Has it done all it could
do against Fascism? No. ere were big opportunilies lor
fighting, and the Party which would undertake 10 organise the
working class against the reaction would have had an excellent
situation. Our Party was inactive becn:‘ae unspludu:. " their
anxiety to maintain theoretic purity 'arty at all costs,
did not know how to approach the masses in a praclical way. -

When under compulsion, under pressure of Fascism, the
factics of the United Front were at last ado in was too late.
The leaders of the Party permified the militants fo collaborate
with the maximalists in the syndicalist organisations only a few
months before the advent of Fascism.

The Italian Communist is the one Parly which has
not yei assimilated the tactics of the Unifed Froat.

Ntﬁ"'i is afraid of the Party coming info contact with the
socialist elements. 1, for one, have more confidence in our Party.
Let us get into confact with the masses. The masses will not
polute our theoretic purity, but we will educale and lead
masses. The future of the revolution depends on our contact with

the masses.
Giacomo (Italy) -

The Fascist viclory in Haly took the Communist Parly
by surprise. The best leaders of the P were abroad af the
fime of the Mussolini coup d'efat. The of the Social-
Democrats was in facit agreement with M :
fraction in the Socialist Parly had fo btrnt not only

thin )

g

the reformisis who bad remained wi

inst powerful ents outside their ranks, greatest
mislake committed our Party was that it did not support
our socialist friends in their difficult st e. They played the
the role of silent spectator. Althought the lalian Socialist Parly
had only little time for intensive work, it succeeded in winning
over about 43% of our Party members, It only required very
little assistance on the part of our Communist Comrades and they
would have won over the m}oruix. It is absolulely necessary
fo deal with these facts before such an dufhorifative plenum as

'wh.au:hemmw.‘:mpmmmo&mm“m%au
, at which our fraction again raise on of fusion,
is 1o be held shortly, . e

. Our
e SN
Moreover, - they are e
ve. The
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ecomrades are nol aware that comrade Serrati was compelled to

confess here at the last ress that he was in the wrong

in Livorno and that the Cominiern was right. Should the

Norwegian comrades maintain their present attitude, the evenis
« which happened in Ialy will be repeated in Norway.

; Hoeglund (Sweden)

Comrade Radek wanted me to substantiate my criticism of
i the, attitude of the Exeeutive u Scandinavian questions, and
1-am going to gratify his wish. We recognise that certain mistakes
had been made in the Norwegian situation by both sides, which
called for intervention by the Executive. The mistakes of the
past and present Executive may be summarised as follows:

1. Expulsion of Lain, chairman of the Norwegian Trade
Union Executive.

2. Publication of the first letter of the. Executive to the
| Party Executive was first made in the Pravda, and the Norwegian
| Party it only alter it had already been published in the
Sozialdemokraten, which had reprinted it from the Pravda for
demagogic purposes,

3. The second letier of the Fxecutive, of the 22ud. Sep-
Qbﬂ, was drawn up without either consulting or wegotiating

i

th the Norwegian Party Executive.
4. The so-called magazine articles by comrade Tranmael
; were represented as !bou%h he was in favour of organic fusion
with the right wing socialists, which was not the case,

5. The second letter so sharply and scathingly attacked
the Tranmael following that it really aggravated the conflict
instead of allaying it

6. It was a misiake when the Executive appointed a
wepresentative of the Norwegian Party minority fo a seat upon
the Executive,

7. Comrade Bucharin preferred grave charges against
the Mot-Dag group, pointing to fascist tendencies of some
sndividual parts of-this group. Then again, Comrade Shatzkin
in the Klassenkampen mcited the Communist Youth against the
Party, altbough the Norwegian Party strife was declared liqui-
dlta{ at the last Party Congress. In the Danish question if was
a mistake 10 negotiate with the semi-anarchist “putschists” who
‘ had committed a grave breach of discipline. Finall‘y, Comrades
1 Hellberg afid Ernst Christiansen were expelled, a\hough they
‘ had rendered great services to the International in hard times.
Comrade Hoeglund went on to deal with the comments ol Radek
and Bucharin on his article “Religion and Communism”, poin-
#ing out that he was not against tional work in this matter,
but he merely wished to prevent any blunt anti-religious propa-
ganda detrimental to the Party, in order not fo estrange the honest
religious workers and peasants. He believed that in spite of
everything the discussion has shown unity upom the principal

questions.
Laursen (Denmark)

Coiunrade Hoeglund seems to resent the fact that the E. C.
acled as mediator in the Danish Party dispute, The attitude of
the Executive was correct. At that time it would have been
possible to reestablish a united communist organisation in Den-
Sbeacies: Abler . Tejeiion of it proposa] 1o medise, e

its proposal to iate,
ched the Danish Party and demanded
seftled at any cost. When the Executive

made by the Scandinavi Couuiuion.itdedd::me'fem tl
vian
e B T et b e, 1 P Do

which was appointed by the Enlarged Executive, we will once
more do.our utmost 1o bring about the unification of all the
Communist elements in Denmark. However, we are juslihed mn
expecting that all our Scandinavian brother Parties will do their
utmost 1o bring about such a unification.

Aoki (lapan)

In Comrade Zinoviev's references to the Japanese movement
he expressed the opinion that a legal political labour party should
be lormed. The Japanese comrades were not afraid of persecution
or imprisonment, They had put up with suppression for the
last thirteen years. But in his opinion it would be premature to
fcrm a iegal political party., They needed the support and syni
pathy of the militant elements among the working class.  These
elements were indifferent to politics. They were inexperienced and
had a narrow outlook on politics. FEven the present leaders of
the Yuaikai were losing their influence because of their reformist
tendencies.  Should we form a party at the risk of losing the
militant elemenis of the working class? The syndicalist workers
were opposed to the communisis merely because they were poli-
deal, I
least for somie years,

Tranmael (Norway)

When considering the differences between the Nor.
wegian Party and the International it was necessary
to take into account the structure and {raditions of the
Party. It was organised 36 years ago mainly as a federation of
Trade Unions without definite political opinions or socialist
aims. Its radicalisation into a Socialist Party and finally into
a Comumunist Party has been a long process. Its transformation
mto a Communist Party had begun long before its affiliation to
the Third International. _‘,

On the question of the United Froni, the situation in Nor-
way is rather different than is the case in most other countries.
Four-fifths of the workers follow the Communist Party, and
those who are influenced by the social democrats can be reached
through the Trade Unions. Under the circumstances, our appeal
to the Social Democratic leaders would only serve to strenghten
that Party,

The second letter of the Comintern was also sent without
previous discussion with the Party Executive and was based upon
mcorrect and incomplete information,

The Fourth Congress decided upon a sharpening of centra-
lisation. This was serious for a Party with the traditions of the
Norwegian Party, especially in view of the experience they
already had of the manner in which is was likely to be carried
out. The Executive Committee made some concessions and there
was no doubt that it had, in some measure, altered its views in
vegard to the questions at issue, among those the time required
for reorganizing the Party. There was, after our Congress,
reason o believe that the conflict was over. But the strife was
again opened by the article by Schatzkin, reprinted in Norway,
siating that if the choice rose between the Executive Committee
of the Party and the International, the choice would be with the
International. Such remarks pre-supposes that the strife js still
fo continue. Zinoviev's speech at this meeting also gives us
reason to fear that the conflict has again row

There is strife in the Trade Unions which the socialists are
exploiting, There are also proclaimed large strikes, and lockouts.
It would, under these circumstances, be folly to induce the Trade
Unions at this particular time to send a delegation to the Cou-
ference of the Profintern,

they formed a party they would suffer great loss, at
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The Enlargéed Executive
Fourith Day of Session

June 15, 1923,

The session opened at mid-day. Comrade Boeitcher was
o the chair. A statement was read by Comrade Schatzkin in
vhich amongst other things it was said: My article was printed
o the juﬁeadmurmionale and was reprinted without my know-
ledge in Klassenkampen. The article criticised the resolutions of
lhe Norwegian Party which were o to the decisions of the
Fourth Congress, and it furthermore stated that the Norwegi
Young Communists were entitled and even bound in the disputed
uestions to give preference to the decisions of the Communist
nfernational rather than to the majority of two votes of the
Party Congress.
_The Chairman then called on Comrade Zigoviev to reply fo the
discussion.

Concluding speech of Comrade
Zinoviev

“Hoeglund complained that in my speech I overlooked a great
deal. That was omly natural. \W); have 50 Parties and there
ire so many problems to be discussed. It was not my intention
lo give a catalogue but only to deal with the most important
matters. And of course there was also a written report distributed.
Wh{ did Hoeglund raise his criticism? Because he would have
prelerred if 1 had not dealt quite so much with the Scandinavian
questions. But it was these very questions that were most im-
portant. The discussion on religion will prove to have been
useful. Hoeglund is now putting the best face he can on the
matter: he says he is satiesfied, he had won the argument. It
would appear that we were proposing a grand campaign against
religion. It is not we who are conducting a campaign but the
bourgeoisie who are attacking us because we have presumed fo
punish counter-revolutionary priests, We know very well that
' Germany, in Enil:nd and in Ireland, there are broad sections
of the proletariat who are still religi At the Fourth Congress,
ari out of the debate on the Workers’ Government, we de-

to co-operate even with istian
not stand in need of instruction. But
to adopt a different policy toward ion
And not on the question of religion alone.
our Russian Party are undertaken; in
the Communist Parties have not yet come
necessary 1o adopt suuh drastic measures,

who are still religious bej

was no question of a

Hoeglund complains that I criticised him without quotin,
him. 1 ﬁlhﬂt, so to speak, out of friendliness, but 1 lhgll nO\‘v .
quote a passage of his article which involved a question of
principle. Hoeglund writes:

) “The Party is not concerned whether certain Conunu-
mists carry on religious or anti-religious propaganda. As a
Party, we demand only that our mer ouﬁ adhere to our
political program and our statutes.”

This point of view is wrong. Lenin, as early as 1905, bluntly
stated that religion as far as the State was concerned, was a private
matter, but not as far as the Party was concerned. Our Party
cannot be indifferent {o religious questions., We must demand of
our members something more than the acceptance of our political
program and statutes; we must demand what Lenin demanded,—a
scientific outlook. Was Lenin in favour of a sect? He has aroused

reater masses than Hoglund has, not only in Russia, but
throughout the world. The Communist Party, as a party, says
what Marx said, that religion is an opiate for the peop{e. 6(
course, it is very important how your anti-religious propaganda
is conducted, whether it is done shrewdly or crudely; but
Héglund did not put it this way. He merely says that the Social-
democrats will exploit our discussions. Unfortunately, we have
to take that risk, but Hoglund must not forget that the Social-
democrats will also exploit his article against us. 1 therefore
repeat that we are prepared to co-operate with any honest
religious worker; we have no intentions of starting’ a grand
campaign against religion. We hold with Lenin and Marx, but
we expect that the work of education should be carried on in a
reasonable manner. ’

Passing {o the Norwegian question, 1 must admit that
Falk and Tranmael spoke in a very comradely manner. I note
their desire that an understanding should be reached. But we
must not overlook the facts. In 1921 we were already engaged
in conflict with the Norwegian Party. Two years later the
Central Committee decided to leave the' Communist Internaffonal
These are very serious facts. The Communist International is
not :r:d"gl%et' mn,‘ tht:ou wl:‘ich one can pass in and out, but
a sa ing fraternity, whose members are bound together
for life and death.

Hoglund defended the periodical “Mot Dag”. H
demands tweshouldbelg;:lltotheN &f“u'ﬁ'c%
gleoune.weumtbeloaltomudu,bptm
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