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By JULIUS ALPARI.

It has been repeatedly said that
the birth of the Youth International
in the year 1907 did not take place
,under the zodiac of reformism which
{at that time impregnated the II. In-
| ternational. It began its existence as
‘a revolutionary organization out of
which of necessity the Communist
Youth International had' to develop.
| This is perfectly correct. The man-
Iner of ils origin as shown by the

i protocol of the inaugural conference |

'is full proof of this. Karl Lieb-
| knecht was the central figure at the
conference. It is no

on the chief point on the agenda:
| Comrade H.
writer of this article, should have
ilogically prgceeded from the Zimmer-

wald Conference to the Communist !
International.
Comparatively speaking, Socialist

late.
to

Youth organizations developed
| To recognize their importance,

{unite them, to give them a revolu-

{ tionary programme of action, for that

Iloland Holst and the!

The Foundation of the
Youth International

 youth, by Marxist educational work

and by the conscious struggle against !

militarism.
Liebknecht Pioncers.
Already in the year 1904 at the
Bremen DParty Conference of the
German Social Democtats, i. e. be-
fore the Russian Revolution, Karl
Liebknecht had drawn attention to the
absolute necessity of the struggle
against militarism. This marked the
' starting point of his activity on
these lines. From the outbreak of
the Russian Revolution, he devoted
especial interest to the proletarian
vouth,
his speciality. Ie was in closest
| contact with the North-German pro-
letarian youth organizations which
were founded in 1904-05, he took
part in the foundation of the Leagne
of Young German Workers in Sep-
i tember 1906 in Mannheim.

'of convening an international youth
centre which was entrusted with the

| preparation of the international con-!
In the spring of 1907, he!

| ference.

it was necessary to begin a new | published his book on ‘“Militarism
i period in the history of revolutionary ! and Anti-Militarism” in which as a

|| development; the Russian revolution | real revolutionary Social

;

l

p

l

‘| stead of waiting or

{in the year .1905. Also up to that

ritime we fought against the reform-

lists who romanced about a peaceful
growth into “the state of the future”.
We had, however, no correct idea of
what a real revolutionary struggle
imeant. The Russian Revolution of
1905 taught us to recognize the gen-
eral strike and the armed rising as
the most important means of strug-
gle in the proletarian revolution.
| Those among us who were seriously
engaged with the question of the

| conquest of political power suddenly

began to see daylight. The “magic
method” had been discovered. In-
! avoiding the
{ struggle in the hope that through

vietory would be ours, we were faced
by mass actions and especially the
| winning over of the youth. This
{ was to be brought about not by paci-
| fist slogans based on non-Marxist so-
: called idealist conceptions, but by
| the economic struggle for the im-

‘| provement of the position of the

“the revolutionizing of the leaders” |

Democrat
| he starts from the dogma: the ques-
ition of Social Democracy is a military
question. In this bock we find the
Tfirst estimation of the international
| youth movement. At the foundation
| Conference of the Youth International
| Liebknecht was the central figure.
His speech on anti-militarism lasted
four hours. It had to be divided in-
to two sections. The protocol which
is still available is not a stenographic
report, but is a compilation based on
journalistic notes. It contains only
a skeleton of Liebknecht’s speech,
and even as such is incomplete. The
conference was a closed one. The
authorities were not present. The
| report which was intended for the
public had to be compiled in a care-
ful manner, for alyeady the first in-
dictment of Liebknecht for high
treason had begun. He spoke in
great detail about the Russian ex-
periences and their application to
conditions in our country which is
not mentioned in the report. Today
it is absolutely impossible to remem-

Youth organizations became.

On this
occasion -Liebknecht raised the point'

Al

ber all the details of his speech.

reported 1 still recall.. When Lieb-

. . 1
notable expression which has not been |

knecht finished his dissertation on| |
our Russian comrades the conference| |

applauded vociferously and he ex-
claimed: I am very proud that [ have|
so many Russian friends! !
For Struggle First. {
Comrade Roland Holst, who at that|
time was very prominent as leader |

of the gencral strike in Central|
Europe (her book on the general|

strike was published in 1904), in her|
speech on the, question of proletarianf
education presented the most ad-|
vanced point of view which we hadi
heard at that time. The conference |
almost unanimously agreed with her|
theses. The Swiss delegate, a f{ree-|
thinking young teacher, demanded |
that the natural creation history and |
the struggle with religion should be|
given first place in the educationaH
programme. The writer of this ar-|
ticle protested on this issue. The|
protocol reports that “Comrade Al-i
pari opposed him pointing out that|
the basis of socialist education must |
be social science.” But I also op-|
| posed Comrade Roland Holst on one |
{point. She maintained that the first|
jtask of independent youth organiza-
i tions ought to be the spread of knowl-
edge. I said struggle must take the
{ first place. According to the proto-
col T am reported to have said: “Be-
{fore we proceed with the realization
{of the educational programme, there
{must exist a minimum of free time
land of protection of young workers
agaipst exploitation. The premise
for everything else is the struggle
of the working youth for the im-
provement of their economic posi-
tion.”

The report on-the economic strug-
gle of the youth was to have been
presented by Robert Danneberg from
Vienna. A few weeks before the
conference he notified his inability to
attend, and the international centre,
on the suggestion of Liebknecht, asked
me to deal with this resolution. I
agreed on the condition that I should
be permitted to protst against the
reformist conception of Danneberg.

(To Be Continued).
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The Fonation of the
Youth International

By JULIUS ALPARI

(In the previous installment Com-

KARL LIEBKNECHT AND ROSE LUXEMBURG |

manded that this should form a part | overthrow of the dominations of the

. . ! o1 -
of the minimum programme of the |bourgeoisie. |

rade Alpari tells of his offer to pre-| social democrats and that special cam- |
sent to the Youth C‘onferenc.e the re-| paigns should be carried on to realize
-\ port on the economic question if he it The Austrian delegation, support-
were allowed to attack the reformxst;ed by the Swiss and one Czech dele-

conceptions of Danneburg.)
* *

PR, T R 4

* |

S .| workshop idea should be adopted in
| It was not difficult to convince! yy cconomic programme. I opposed.
| Liebknecht on this point. But I had|The gso-called apprenticeships consti-
.|also to win over de Man, the secre-|iyte g very small section of the cx-
| tary of the international centre. When | pioited youth. If the capitalist states
I had succeeded in this I was able to|should establish special apprentice-
set about the work, and discussed my | <hip centres for these it would only

| gzate, insisted that this apprenticeship

Just a brief reference to the par-|
| ticipants in the conference. A num-
{ber of Russian-comrades were pres-
;ent. Their names were not mentioned,

{I entered into a long conversation
;\vith one of them from whom I learn-
{ed that he had been a Bundist. Ba-

| labanova represented the Italian
{youth. Comrade Remmele took the
{minutes of the conference. Gustav

I never met them again. Perhaps as |
far as they still exist they will report. |

report repeatedly with Liebknecht.
He agreed that in the first instance
we should concentrate on the youth

|in large-scale industry. The demands-

of my resolution met with approval.
As far as I can remember today he
criticized that I had set the limits for
compulsory education too low; he in-
sisted that the importance of special
youth organizations for the economic
struggle be more sharply defined.
For the rest he merely made some
changes in style, especially in the
theoretical &ection’ of my resolution
where he considered many formula-
tions too trite. He found fault with
the statement that only with the
growth of machinery had real exploi-
tation of the youth begun. I did not

want to give in on this point and.

urged that the most acute exploita-
tion of apprentices took place in small
industries as a resuit of competition
with the machine. We had not decided
our dispute prior to the conference.
Liebknecht based his argument on
manufacture, which already carried
on large scale exploitation of children.
I quoted Marx’s “capital”: “The
work of women and children was the
first word in the capitalist applica-
tion of machinery. .This powerful
substitute of work and workers places
the entire working class family under
the heel of capital.” Finally, we
found a formulation which satisfied
all parties.
Opposed Workshop.

On the economic programme there

were no further differences of opin-

lishment of apprenticeship workshops
as the only means of remedying the

exploitation of apprentices. He de-

| intensify th? split in the ranks of the nfoller the Swiss delegate warmly
workers Wh’Qh woulc be used in the | supported®.iebknecht, he became later
struggle against the proletariat. We|the wminister of the Swedish king.
‘should not cherish ‘any illusions thatdzata] Hoglung told me that this same
the exploitation of apprentices can be ! yoller after the war, is said to have
abolished under capitalism. Our de-|gdeclared that given the choice “Lieb-
mands’must be: . protection- of appreém-1ynacht or Noske” he would decide
tices for the limitation and overthrow | f5» Noske. De Man, who, together
of capitalism, for the abolition of ex-.yith Licbknecht, had done most to
ploitation. Finally, my point of view |j,ring about the conference, has had
gamed' the day and it was unanimous- | gp interesting career. He was a mili-
ly decided not to insert the clause on'{ant Marxist, a bitter opponent of |
apprenticeship workshops in our pro-! vandervelde. He volunteered in the
gramme. war, and after the February Revolu-

The Stuttgart econference accom-|tion went to Russia with Vandervelde
plished a very important piece of |in order to support Kerensky and his
work. . A _year previously we had no|offensive as a “left.” Finaily, from
idea of youth organizations or of what ' his impact with Marxism he came®to
activity they carried on, At that time ! the conclusion that not he was bad, |
we learned that in the various coun- but Marxism. Before the war we |
tries there are three main types of were close friends, and also during the |
vouth organizations: anti—militaristlwar I had hoped that he would find |
organizations (Belgium and a part of [the way to us. I greatly regret hisl
Seandinavia), educational organiza-|loss. In April, 1922, I met him at the |
tions (Holland, Switzerland), appren-| conference of the three internationals
ticeship  protection .organizations in Berlin where he acted as interpre:
(Austria, Hungary). Now an inter-|ter for the last time for the II. In-|
national is formed which had devel- ternaticnal. Exactly 12 years had |
oped a revolutionary programme of}elapsed since we had met. De Mang
work for all organizations. The first recognized me at once, came to me!
powerful step was thereby made for and exclaimed: “You are of course in |
the inclusion of the proletarian youth|the III. International!” “Of course!” |
in the class conscious struggle for the ] I replied. {

NEGRO STUDENT, BACK FROM VISIT TO THE U. S, S. R,
* ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT FREE EDUCATION THERE

|
BALTIMORE, Sept. 2b (FP).—)and their families if for any reasoni
i

the leading article in Afro-American, | . ti0 about w
ranked as one of the most influential | (., haner
race papers in America.

‘~

. : » e
; :).orlll.eag:}l} d(i):ceu;:;:;f ‘:1:;13;? c:;’gsnz‘l Students in Negro colleges are read- |they are ill or incapacitated for work.
» | apprenticeship wo'rkshops., Danne- | ing With interest the report brought Not Interested In Christianity.
liti _|back from Soviet Russia by Richard] «pqy ; B et s ‘
1|berg wrote a pamphlet on’this sub EORAE BT Lt at Yilnodln - Uni-1 e average Russian is not only |
¢ | ject in which he advocates the estab- | - o a1 .,enlul)'x ha th’flcof‘ Kk e (more intelligent than the average |
i versity, and published this week as| Ay erican, but he is more enthusi-|

hat he terms ‘our gov- |
He is more interested in
- |its success and works more ardently |
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