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Balance and Perspectives

By Giovanni Ferri

HAT memorics does the year 1938 leave in the minds of the

youth of the world? What hopes may fill the hearts of the young
generation upon the threshold of a new year?

While it is true that, in casting the political balance of the past year,
we must register a severe defeat for the forces of democracy and peace,
it is nevertheless only just to emphasise the fact that this defeat is the
result of shameful treachery on the part of certain politicians, while,
on the other hand, the peoples and the younger generation, throughout
the world, have during this same past year given striking proof of their
devotion to the cause of liberty, peace and progress. -

Among the events of 1938 in which youth played the chief part
first place must be taken by the Youth Congress in New York last August.
Coming from all corners of the earth, delegates of the youth of 34
countries expressed the viewpoints of their generation with regard to
the menaces which stalk humanity. The Vassar Pact, which concluded
the magnificent New York congress, defines the position of youth which
embraces peace in the face of the provocations of war. The six points
of this pact follow: :

(1) to promote international unity and fraternity among the youth;

(2)- to condemn aggression and the infringement of the independence
of the nations; tie T o A

(3) to win youth to active struggle against aggression and war;

(4) to press the respective governments o assist victims of aggres-
sion and to apply sanctions against the aggressors; .

(5) condemns the bombardment of civilian populations;

(6) - advocates the use of international machinery for settling disputes
between nations without discrifiination of peoples: =

The great importance of the New York ﬁnwmhm
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While this Congress opened new perspectives 10 world
youth, there have been other events durmgffhc past year in which
young people played an important part—events which proved
that, if peace is defended at all costs—even with arms—the
fascist war-mongers are forced to retreat.

Of this truth, the conflict last August on the Soviet frontier
in the Far East, is the most shining example. In these
encounters—in uhmh Japancse militarism, extending its provo-
catory activities even to the point of trespassing on Soviet
territory, was within a few days decisively driven back across
the frontier by the courageous Red Army of the workers and
peasants—Soviet youth had an opportunity of demonstrating
to the world the capacity of the Stalinist generation of the
country of Socialism.

The young Soviet fighters who repulsed with their arms the
Japanese aggressors have rendered a great service to peace.
Their heroism has spared humanity another war, For the lesson
of the fighting at Lake Khassan is clear: There is only one way
fo maintain peace: not to show the least weakness to the
aggressor and to wring his neck if he attempts to put his criminal
plans into practice.

The Soviet people and youth have not been the only ones
to give to the world an example of how to deal with the war-
mongers. In 1938 occurred the end of the second year and the
beginning of the third year of the Spanish people’s heroic
struggle against the invaders of their fatherland. The magnificent
resistance put up by this people, the enthusiastic vigour of the
youth, the epic valour of the army, born in the shattering
tempests of bombardment, and the determination of the Spanish
Popular Front Government headed by Juan Negrin—these are
facts which strongly marked the year 1933 and which may well
be wntten up on its credit side.

Where do we find the origin of the strength of the youth
of Spain? It is in the unity which it welded in 1936 when it
created the great united organisation of Socialist and Communist
youth; it is in the unity which it achieved in 1937 with the found-
ing of the Young Anti-Fascist Alliance; it is in the unity which,
in 1938, they knew so well how to protect against the ignoble
intrigues of a handful of political bankrupts.

The Spanish youth has pointed out to us the path which
leads to victory over fascism.

Furthermore, 1938 is the vear of the heroic struggle of the
youth of China, which, like the Spanish youth, is defending
in arms the liberty of the people and the independence of its
country.

The youth of China, leaving the fields, factorics and class-
rooms to take up arms, has made plain to the world that one

must never surrender to the enemies of progress, to the

oppressors of the people and those who would destroy the future
of the young.

Passing now to the debit side of 1938, we nole the actions
of the fascists whose audacity has grown and has been
encouraged by the scandalous complicity of men who have

betrayed democracy.

In March, 1938, Hitler's armies occupied Austria, in the
face of that which people call mtetmunual law. The Austrian
outh—which, during the few wecks immediately
itler’s de force, had, with cnns:demhlu itation,
ventured its first steps along the path of unity against the aggres-
sor—since March has come to know the atrocitics of the
Gﬂll , the concentration camps, death sentences. Accom-
by the bombastic but tragic fanfares of a " Greater
Germny. the organisers of the Hitler Youth swarmed down
pon the towns and countryside of Austria, forcing upon the
Aumi'nn youth that system of totalitarian coercive organisation
which has for six years weighed so heavily upon young

people of Germany proper.
surrender of Munich.

In tember came the degrading
This waf?i:e culminating point of a political crisis which could

‘make a monthly

have been solved in a manner which -ﬂ;
catastrophe for the international fascist alliance

Now, after Munich, Hitler's and Mussolini’s "'1'
have come to disturb the complacency of those whe &
have saved peace last September. The tﬁu;.mg . H'.-.__.
with caung The one claims colonies, Munal_ - _‘;:T -

Ukraine "'; the other, Nice, Savoy, mﬂﬂ, P :ﬂ :

The year 1939 is born amidst the
clamour of these new demands. Fascism
the world a year perhaps even more mﬂumﬂh

past year has yielded ex
the youth will more easily find the rlght mld,

The Young Communists will define this road aﬁd L |
the way, developing everywhere and primarily ﬂ S ;
resistance to the aggressor, as the sole guaraniee of peac Tl

The forces making for peace have not been des -TI.

spite of the betrayal of Munich. The factors favourak "~.'
strengthening are more important now than ever., ; e

The hope of whmhfllsthchnrtsof

generation at the outset of 1939 can be lnuhnu :
The sole condition for this is that the forces of demoer; -

peace succeed in uniting to form a common fmlt__ “L*H'
threats of the fascist bloc. ._.; 2

To ensure that 1939 will be the year of the wictory ¢
Republican Spain; to help to drive out the invaders & e
ing material aid, sending foodstuffs, medical :'?“r .
and so on; to fight against the granting of T ' tc
Franco and in favour of compiete freedom of Inﬁ’ th th
Spanish Republic—such is the first of the practical ¢
before the youth in their work for peace. R -

To strengthen the solidarity with the Chinese ,;:,“'
organising the boycott of all Japanese goods, a boycolt whic
would stifle Japan’s military economy and oblige h:;,  cea

her aggression against China—such is our second &

To make known to the youth of the world
cultured life led by the Soviet youth, which is working for ¢
construction of a society of which the grealest m
dreamed; to make known to them the determined Staknist
of peace of the Soviet Union. This is the third ttlh

And, finally, to continue the task of uni yin
youth, of securing that unity which will redouble , nfidence
::s;:.s own strength and its faith in the future. 'lﬂl" foerth

year when the youth of the e world

Let 1939 be a
cnthusiastically and courageously enter npon
And thus 1939 will be the year which will o, f-i .""

upon a future of well-being, pﬂoe and libu'lr
people of all countries.
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Fifteen Years After Lenin’s Death

LENI’N died on Januvary 21, 1924, at half-past-six in the

evening, after a life completely devoted to the defence of
the toilers and to the welfare of humanity., His tenacious will
had maintained his revolutionary labours at a level virtually

mq human capacity, and his health became definitely affected
this.

During the last two years of his life he fought ceaselessly
with illness. He desired to conquer sickness in order to continue
with his great work. He gave us an example of courage and
heroism, right up to his last moments.

In March and April, 1922, Lenin took part, for the last
time, in a congress of the Bolshevik Party, namely, the Eleventh,
In spite of his bad health he prepared his report with great care,
and supported the clection as general secretary of the Party of
Comrade Stalin, his best tried collaborator.

Stalin frequently went to visit Lenin during his illness. He
would describe the situation to him, together with him examine
the more important questions; and would try to spare him all
agitation and fatigue, while preserving carefully all Lenin’s words,

And now it is 15 years that Lenin has been dead. But his
memory is ever among us. Lenin is as present now as ever
before among those who suffer and among those who struggle

by every means against the crimes of the fascists and for the
happiness of humanity.

Lenin is dead, but Leninism lives and triumphs! The Soviet
Union has made a magnificent reality of Socialism. More and
more do the oppressed peoples place their trust in the USS.R.,
while the capitalist exploiters are terrified at the * Spectre of
Communism” and vainly try to banish it with the fascist
dictatorship. Lenin’s mighty figure dominates his living work;
The Soviet, Union, which is buildinig up_Socialism under the
energetic guidance of Lenin's faithful pupil, Stalin.

In 1939 when the workers call to mind Lenin their hearts
are filled with joy and hope; but even his name causes the
oppressors to tremble.

L L » L -

And when the toiling youth of the world look towards the
future, it is Lenin, living now as always, who is their valued and
certain guide.

The young people of the Soviet Union, in their life of
happim};nd Jabour, realise all that they owe to Lenin. It is for
this reason that their organisation is called the Leninist Commu-
nist Youth. They are Lenin’s own youth!

outh of the-countries which suffer under the brutal
:.rurk:g; !j':ucism desire a future other than on the imperialist
battle fields. The youth of the democralic countrics arc fighting
bravely and are uniting to resist the fascists’ claims to domination.
And, finally, the fearless young heroes of Spain and China ar;
replying to fascism in the powerful language of their rifles an
(heir machine-guns. It is in the example and teachings of Lenin

that all of them find hope and the pathway of victorious
struggle.

......

PUBLIC HEALTH IN THE USSR;

The birth rate in Moscow last year was 250 per cent. higher

than in 1913, in Leningrad, 350 per cent. higher. The death
been halved since 1913. :

.I'ﬂ._t'? Fh::lr.;ﬁundrod new clinics were set up in Soviet towns last

year, and 700, in rural districts. The numbe:'r of hospital beds

in towns increased by 50,000 and in rural districts, by 20,000.
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Youth and Politics

The Organisation of Resistance
for Victory

By Alfredo Cabello

WHENthcinndin:troopl.:Hadmdlheuadbrth'iw
ists, broke the Aragon front and so brought the Spanish
Republic into the gravest danger it had known since the begin-
ning of the war, the People’s Front Government called on the
people 10 resist. Nine months later the results of that call were
seen in, for instance, the Catalonian battle. The role played
the United Socialist Youth in this resistance had aroused
wide admiration,

In the Aragon retreat, when hesitating elements gave up all
for lost, the U.S.Y. undertook 1o form two divisions of v
Within ten days 22,000 young men answered their organisation’s
appeal to defend their country. It is no exaggeration 1o say that
the formation of these two young volunteer divisions, by gl-
vanising the spirit of patriotism and illustrating the Spamish
people’s immense reserves of energy, contributed largely to the
possibility of resistance on the Ebro and the Segre, and in putting
an end to the manocuvres of the capitulators. It is interesting
note in passing that the Trotskyists conducted an intensive cam-
paign against the two youth divisions, accusing the US.Y. of
infanticide and trying to rally parents against their volunieer
sons. The youth's response and the repulse given by the popular
masses broke these attempts of the fascist agents.

It was also at this time that the US.Y. sent 300 of its active
leaders to Aragon as political commissars, to help in reconsti-
tuting the front. This was work of the first importance and the
command recognised it as such. Many were the exam like
that of the young US.Y. leader who re-formed men who were
isolated or in flight, organised two brigades and cstablishd a
firm line of resistance.

Once the fronts were reconstituted, attention was concen-
trated on realising the conditions that would make resistance
possible. This activity was developed in three direc-
tions: reinforcing youth unity; ing the tary and
political capacity of the People’s Army; mncreasing the country’s
production and resources.

The new military situation, which was favourable to the
invaders, demanded reinforcement of the principal weapon o[["l
struggling people: the ‘wea of unity. The US.Y. put for-
ward as one of the necessities of the moment, themnfu%
of the Antif-!;i}u:iﬁt Yﬁ-th Alliance, I: m 9o3;:mm _
the youth o epublican zone. In Mi 8 there 1
a ngtiunal meeting of the Alliance, during which deaisive TeS0-
lutions were taken for the progress of
the Spanish yﬁlllég_ Uffanﬁlzl?zmﬁﬂ_
not been ca out. -
organisations have not developed-the activity

ity ‘of the Alliance and. to-make it in fact t

&

activity of the 0 EANRALES®

organism of all the: youth ﬂsl’“'- R e
The struggle against the enemies of unity is another:
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gt For our supporters of Munich, even :

though they claim to

Ve saved peace for many genecrations, have adopted as their

slogan “ Cannons, not street fountains.”

No attem
tPprenticeships or to encourage you improve the organisation of

national contribution
1 » AN annual ta
Wias imposed, A

\ and a tremendous popula
;‘r; rt:‘.lsnlll'ﬁ;: 'lhat the lower-salaried workers

. Meanwhile, the working youth has i I

basic nghls: Previously, salaried Wﬂrkﬂ?gl:'t:l cﬂwl‘ikuf lrt:
in the election of workers’ delegates. Since the decree I:I:r:
Ihcg cannot vole until they are 21, and cannot stand for :Iﬁ:tior:
until they are 25 years of age. By denying the young workers

freedom of expression, the lack —
hope to break their spiriLc A3Es, of. the, two buindred families

per cent. on all incomes
r_protest was necessary
might be spared this new

These are the most important effects of the d
- ! ecree la
their repercussions on the position of vouth. To this mEtaﬂ
added the multiple taxes on sugar, saft’. coffee, beverages and

tobacco, which make big inroads on the budget of the working-
class family. The successive increases in transport fares nngd

ﬁm tariffs arc being felt keenly by sports-lovers and soidiers
IKC.

The sum effect of these measures, which are unparalleled in
the history of the Third Republic, is the complete Iiggidatiun of
the social gains of the Popular Front by forcing the working
class to submit to the demands of the trusts. In spite of all this,
things are not going as well as these gentlemen would like.
Popular discontent is growing. By the strike of November 30,
which was carried out in spite of the war measures taken against
the workers the like of which have never been seen in France,
the working class has already been able to stop the rapid slide
towards fascism. In order to maintain an all too precarious
existence for its Ministry, the Government has been forced to

accept, through Parliament, certain alterations to the original
decrees.

The campaign of the Young Communist League against the
decree laws has been particularly energetic. During the last
weeks of 1938, more than 2,000 young people replied to these

d:cr;:s of misery by becoming members of the Communist
youth.

It is, however, not only the Socialist youth and a number
of the regional groups of young radicals who are opposed to the
policy of the Daladier-Reynaud Government on this point. A
strong protest has been registered by the young Catholic workers,
whose organisations are demanding a *“division of sacrifice ™
(while our ministers ask for sacrifices only from the working
people).

Nothing effective can be done towards a real redressing of
the grievances of the people in France without the complete
abrogation of the Daladier decree laws.

Tn his remarkable speech, “The Hour of Action,” our
comrade Maurice Thorez has shown clearly that: The decree
laws are unjust and unworkable. The practice of these laws will
kill the principle of parlianmentary democracy.  Besides this,
the decree laws give great opportunities to the social demagogy
of fascism which speculates on the discontent of the workers.
It must never be forgotten that the decree laws of Bruning in
Germany prepared the way for the Hitler dictatorship.

It is necessary to maintain and increase the social gains
of thé Popular Front in ‘France. :The Communist youth, which
is preparing for its tenth congress at Easter at Paris, propose
to gather and unite the: younger generation around a con-
structive programme lecading to national and social improve-
ments in our country.

The following are the most important points of this
programme:

1. The t of all youth ;o work and to Iurg nflmdu;
rational organisation of apprenticeships and of pro-
fessional and trade training.

2. Development of publi instruction
ing of tch-ool:, e through

Frmchsportmdbyuh]?;m }

4. Encouraging marriage by the gran

thus oo ling young people to set upunlfnmu.
3. Improving the lot of i

It is in this way that the rance
accomplish its noble task by yuutl!n:fniu adu:tﬂl]ad, stronger
and happier; by r:nntinuing the traditions of France, rai

}E;m;gch of liberty and peace in opposition to

For the Independence of Yugoslavia

I under an -present
For all these countries, the problem of IheT:fm of

independence against the threats of Hi become
most anxious and vital one. e 2=

Of the above mentioned countries, Y via is
first to be affected by the plans of brown ﬁnléﬂm&f‘:‘g
at the crossroads of the main routes between Europe and the
near-East, rich in agricultural Producu and livestock, in bauxite
and other raw materials, the Nazis need it in order 10 be able 1o
realise their future plans. That is why the Hitlerites have
to interfere more and more in the domestic affairs of Yugoslavia,
They have found a faithful servant in the person of Stovadino-
vitch, head of the government, who has had the support of world
reaction in carrying out his policy, of social and national oppress-
lon. It was Stoyadinovitch who, against the will of the
bound Yugoslavia to the Rome- Berlin axis He was
for the destruction of the Little Entente and for the weakeni
of the Franco-Yugoslav alliance. By these actions he
great service 1o Hitler, facilitating the Anschluss of Austria which
brought the Nazis to the very frontiers of Yugoslavia. And this
record of treason was crowned by his complicity in the dismem-
berment of Czechoslovakia. = It was only because of the voles
of the small Hitlerised German and Hungarian minorities that
Stoyadinovitch was able to obtain his small majority at the
recent elections. By shelving the national question, the pro-
fascist grand-Serbian reactionaries who now dominate Yugo-
slavia are carrying on a policy which is directly opposed to the
interests of the people. ey poison Serbo-Croat relationships,
thus weakening the country and preparing a fratricidal war which
will hand over Yugoslavia and its people to brown imperialism.

The Munich agreement was responsible for awakening the
people to this sense of the danger which surrounds them. Thanks
to the campaign launched by the anti-fascist youth and. above
all by the Communist youth, the propaganda plans of _
novitch which aimed at winning over youth to his * peace policy ®
miscarried, as the recent parliamentary elections pr _
anti-fascist youth understood the danger even before certain
leaders of the democratic and pnnnt;nrm who were confused
after Munich, and took decisions which to concrete action.
Radicals, democrats, peasants, workers, students—the united
youth forces launched an appeal after Munich' denouncing
act of treason against the people. They appealed for
against the nefarious policy of the Stoyadinovitch governmeat,
which was nothing more than the agent of Hitler; for the estab-
lishment of a free, democratic ‘Yugos! ﬂlﬁn’hkof_gefmﬁg
its independence in alliance first of all,” with the Soviet Usion,
the defender of the small pnugu. and with the oY
of the whole world. By working out a m:nm:imm of
action and by linking up the demands of youth
interests, the anti-fascist youth played an
clectoral struggle which such.
forces. After the elections once lE.I
pointed out to their brothers the pa

their happiness—the path to Unity; and this in spite

-
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of certain elements who were opposing Unity and supporling
capitulation. In this action, the powerful Federation of United
Student Youth holds a place of honour. In the recent elections
of the Students’ Mutual Aid Association, the United Student
Youth list was only opposed in one faculty, the Veterinary, and
here the government fascist list obtained only 14 votes as against
164 polled by the anti-fascist list.

After Munich, the government threatened to ban a number
of youth organisations which had distinguished themsclves by
their work in support of Czechoslovakia, It hoped in this way (0
put an end to the resolute action for peace that youth was taking.
This act of the government was facilitated by the weakness of the
Yugoslavian youth movement, by the narrow basis of its organi-
sation which excluded from this movement anything but com-
pletely progressive organisations. Since the movement in support
of Czechoslovakia started, however, new youth forces have been
drawn into the struggle. Such organisations as the Sokols and
others are beginning to collaborate with the youth democratic
movement. -

After Munich, a wave of natiopal shame and of fear for
the future submerged all the hitherto neutral organisations of the
vouth. First of all the Sokols and then the co-operative youth,
sports organisations, the young peasants’ movements of Croatia
and Slovenia, and even government catholic organisations such
as the * Santovski Etseci” were swept into action. Then the
anti-fascist youth showed its ability in overcoming ils own inter-
nal weaknesses. They understood that unity within their own
organisation was only a starting-point, for at best they were
only allowed to exist in a position of semi-legality. The youth
understood that its first duty was to liquidate energeticallv all
the survivals of sectarianism and leftism kept alive by the Trot-
skvist nuclei. Youth understood that its duty was to work to
build a great movement comprising the whole of the younger
generation on a concrete programme of action which would cap-
ture their imagination. In spite of the difficultics, they under-
stood that they had to become the champions of a broad legal
movement of the whole youth.

The appeal to unity of the young anti-fascists found a deep
and immediate response. The most important youth review,
Mladost, devoted its last number to the necessity of achieving at
this twentieth anniversary of Yugoslavia, the unity of the younger
generation in order to defend the independence of the country
and to continue the traditions of the strugele for freedom. It is
important to solve the problems affecting the youth, it said. * for
only a free. educated, healthy and happy generation can fulfil its
duty towards its country.” That is why the unity of the youth
has become such an urgent need of the whole country.

Such a spirit, such concern for the national interests cou'd
not long remain without echo. The students of Belgrade solemnly
commemorated their comrades who had fallen in the Great War
1914-18. The whole University, led by the rectors, the Patriarch
of the Serbian church, a representative of the Minister of War
and representatives of the various patriotic and cultural organi-
sations took part in this demonstration. The most significant
fact, however, was that the government was not officially repre-
sented. A few days later, at the time of the national holiday of
December 1, the anti-fascist youth together with the Sokols, the
ex-servicemen and others, organised a number of very successful
demonstrations and processions in Belgrade and in the working
class quarter of Trbovlje in Slovenia. December 1 was usually
celebrated only by the official authorities. This year, the govern.
ment fi that the demonstrations might be of an unusual

character, withdrew the order of solemn festivals issued before
Munich and contented itself with a closed official ceremony. But
the progressive and patriotic forces realised that December 1 had
to be a day of broad anti-Hitler mobilisation expressing the will
gmmmm the independence of their country against

‘and against their agents in the t
tdﬂnntdlmmbmlhem-

1i Belgrade for example, thousands of you
¢ of all tendencies marched with banners affirming :ﬂ:
ity of safeguarding national independence and the liberties

s the anti-f ‘Enlhfl‘uun_d the real path leading to
the forces of their generation, the best way ufurt'lirt:la

. In this n%ylhw have taken r
‘community from which the so-

world Youth Review ——— _ i
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called * nationalists ™ who sell their country 1o 53 1
exclude them. A great step forward has been fatba
of collaboration with the national and meuter ot
sations, with the truly patriotic groups. Af this
change of attitude towards the anti-fasci ~R&f’r§.‘? ‘ome
The great hero of the Serbian -lrm‘?,'" Piadat p K
to the ﬂﬂgl’cﬁ!h’ﬂ youth, saying : *“ Your task fc ook
one, irm and continue your advance® Ana &
Vidici, giving expression 1o moderale opinion. s
“ Those who insult our youth arc anti-patriotie aet
New action is now being prepared by & routh va
carry forward its struggle. The Confederation of & &
tural Associations together with prominent peosls o
and patriotic circles are giving youth their sunnors
sary to sct on foot the work n_iyurpnm‘ 2 action for f
the demands of youth, and for the unification and et
their great organisations. ' "’-""2'3:" b

Organic unity of the anti—fﬁeiii.

[ ———
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achieved at Belgrade University, and a broad cultural
is now gathering around it. '

{ascist youth of Serbia and Voivodina has been forged
well on the way in Bosnia, Monlenegro and Slovenia. Th
ment for unity and for the defence of national independens
Slovenia and Serbia is going forward. The bonds betwes
democratic youth, the rest of the youth forces and public os
grows stronger cvery day. These facts are cause for rex
But there are still weaknesses. A certain leftism. which =
fought consistently ; a tendency which finds its most’ ope
pression in the petit-bourgeois parties, (0 use Youth only
technical aid. And above all, the great weakness results

the stationary state of the Croatian youth movement T%

- & n__

because the leaders of this movement do not want'an
dent youth organisation, and also because the youth for
the left have not yet found the practical way out ¢  their [x
of isolation. Tremendous difficulties are also created' by’

sistent repression, growing more violent from day to'day s
tised by the government against youth in its I'fflﬁ tr
union organisations. T

Most important, however, is the fact ﬂ
ment is on the road leading to success and victory. T
advancing towards the unity and fraternity of
Croatia, Serbia and Slovenia in the struggle for 3 bette
the independence of a free and happy country. in
struggle they have aligned themselves on the side of ihe
peoples and against Hitler, Mussolini and their agents in)
slavia. 1 | | R
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WORLD YOUTH LEADERS DEMAND JUSEICE
SPANISH REPUBLIC =
P aris, Januar
Summoning the 20 million young peopie they iep
swift action to get justice WH'H e
the International Youth Co on fi .n 10 Keg
Spain have called on them. B -
(1) To start work immediately and EXErcise px
governments and public opinion 1o oblain Witho
visions of war material to the

_— —
=

= A

(2) To multiply all efforts ?.*.#}h oy
orious soldiers, wounded, women and CDUCIEIEAIE
“mifﬁl‘. peal ed By o7 SR o g

is appeal, nanimous consent,
after the International Youth Commission et Hic
to examine the situation in Spain and IS CONSEQUETES

oA -
After pointing to the horrible: sufferin, s, fan

. .
i T ST
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ardments, of the ish people, and the
of their Army, if it hac ‘the weapons
hilate the fascist invaders, the appeal States
* Once again the International Commissic
is ‘not.demanding intervention but SOlely 108
as regards freedom of trade be apphied:
*“1In all urgency the International Comi

youth organisation, all thosc who Wwax
whom the word conscience still has imear
activity on behalf of the Spanish Republi

-i'. Wi
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In the Country of Socialism:
—_— ) J S0Cialism
Chkalov—An Example for All Youth

Ilt;':ll; wilh_ :ﬁcp;sl sorrow Lhat
rld received 1
Valery Chkaloy, > OF tbe

With the great Soviet peopl {

i Ple, with all people who lov
liberty and progress, the youth deplo S = ”
niicent hero whose whnh:}" St e Ty

© was dedicaled to Soviet aviation.
On Decemoer

15, 1938, when be was onl 34 y

cars old
deatn wok mm Irom ms work and his !nvl:m:nj'.F th: he ':l;
cXpernimenung on a new prolotype machine.

Characterssuc of the hinest quanuecs of
PEOPIC, WIuCh noursnes in s €poch ol Staumsm, Cnkaloy was
lne son ol a coppeismitn from e Visage ol Vasswieva Sloboda
near GOrkL. Up 1o e age of 15 he was sloker, and an ouer, m::
4 Doat in I¥1Y he jouned the ranks of tne RKed Army as a
volunteer 1o deiend tne great Octooer Revolution against toreign
miervenuon, Later, at wtne fourtn awrarome of Kanavini, he
occame & roréman mecnanic. In August, I1v21, eager 1o become
a uyer, he enwered tne regorevsk llymng scnool. “Iwo years later
he was aamitiea 1o the aavinced aviauon centre In Moscow.

Aller mis graauauon he served the workers' and peasants® Red
AImy as a muutary puot from 1924 unul 1932,

~ Ihen, conunuaily extending the scope of his knowledge and
aclviLes, ne eniered woe Insutlule of Sciealnc Aviaton Rescarch
4nd ‘became a lest puot. On May §, 1v35, the Government
decoratea mim. with the Oraer of Lenun for the courage and
harathood be had shown in his tesung of new types of air-

planes. He cqmed Oul lhe tesung ol more than sV duterent
iypes of machine.

The worid heard of his exploits, In 1936 he made a flight
over the * dtalin Koute "': Moscow, the Barents Sea, Franz Josef
Land, Cape Cnelyuskin and Peuopaviovsk. After 56 hours and
20 munutes Hying, he lanaed on the hitte island of Oud, which
lo-day bears mus name. ror having accomplished this non-stop
fhight over the icy Arcuc Ocean, unaer the tormidable conditions
ot that regon, the Soviet Government awarded Chkalov and

his compamons, Baidukov and Belyakov, the ute of Hero of the
Soviet union.

In June, 1937, piloting the acroplane * The Stalin Flight,”
Chkalov, again accompanied by Baidukov and Belyakov, flew
from Moscow (o the State of Oregon, in the U.S.A., passing over
the North Pole. This magnificent exploit compelled the admira-
tion of aviators and public the world over.

A son of the people, devoted to the people, it was from the
struggle for the viclory of Socialism that he derived that power
of achievement which was the secret of his splendid exploits.
When he made his flight to the United EI.II.I.I‘.:?, an American
millionaire once asked, “ Are you a rich man?

*“ Sure!” replied Chkaloy.

“How much do you own?"

“I have 170 millions.”

“ What! In dollars or roubles?”

“ Neither. There are 170 million people who work for me,
as I work for them!™ :

Chkaloy joined the Communist Party in 1936. His active

far_beyond the limits of his own profession,
ﬁ?ﬂf l:itnn?nﬂnlg 'Ini}trhful_ly and well up to his last day.. !in

as a real Bolshevik. , — :
m T - youth of the Soviet Union, Chkalov wu}:
the embodiment of the highest qualities. To-day, this hcro‘:_ f
is an example for the progressive youth of all countries.

the progressive youth of the
death of the great aviatlor

the great Soviet

Facts and Figures about Public
Instruction in the Soviet Union

ENIN once said that “ without science, the workers are
L fenceless; with science, they are the main force.™ ﬂ-:
point also, facts show how truly and fai Stalin has carried
out the work of the great Lenin. For, under energetic leader-
ship of comrade Stalin, the Soviet Union has achieved
cess in all spheres of Socialist construction.
public instruction to such a miraculous

The following facts

Union might justiﬁab]y congratulate itself,
and figures prove this beyond doubt; and the Leninist Com-
Soviet Union has played a primary role in

munist Youth of the
this admirable task.

. I, in 1930, the country had only 388,000 school-teachers of
primary and secondary schools, in 1937 this number had been
l.rcl:ilcd : there are now more than 900,000 teachers of these
grades.

_ During twenty years of Soviet power more schools were
built than during two-hundred years of Russian absolutism.

In the whole period of the existence of Russian absolutism
only 74 colleges were built in the Central Russian region. In
Moscow alone during 1936, 72 schools were built which, for their
size, exceed by far the old tsarist colleges.

In 1936 there were in the Soviet Union 170,000 schools for
general education, 2,572 technical schools, 700 institutes of higher
education and 695 workers' schools.

During the first five-year plan 10,000,000,000 roubles were
spent on public instruction ; during the first four years of the
second five-year plan 33,097,000,000 roubles were spent. In 1937
the Socialist state spent 18,270,000,000 roubles on education,
140,000 times the amount spent by tsarist Russia in 1913,

In the period 1929-37, during the first two five-year plans,
40 million aﬂl workers in the Soviet Union learned to read and
wrile.

In 1936-37 there were 38 million students atiending the
schools of primary, secondary and higher education. In 1938
this figure had increased to 40 millions.

The extent of the develo t of education is partic
evident in the national republics. Before the revolution, i the
republic of Azerbaidjan, 90 per cent. of the Turks living in the
villages were illiterate. In 1936-37, in the 3,230 schools of this
republic, there were 549,000 children studying. In Azerbaid
before the revolution there was not a single institute of high
education. Now there are 10 with 10,000 students, of
number, most are Turks. : -

In the r:p?blic of Edmm'_a. in tsarist um:l,ml.F: was only
one institute of hi ucation; now there a a _

65 per ﬂnwm: population of Sovietr Armenia used
to be illiterate ; now, 90 per cent. of the population can both

ad and write, . e Lo |
¥ Most of the students stud at institutes of hld:u'_ edu- -
cation and technical schools receive a scholarship. Thus
1937, 80 per cent. of these students received a bursary, while

per cent. of these students board and lodge at the expense of their

In the seven years 1930-6, memmwnfh‘ﬂ'
education have turned out 350,000 s with m
while the technical schools have made X wm

managed to produce 20 “intellectuals " ; 3 postal workers,
lelephnnim.'wﬂﬂ“ "s-assistant, 1 - L 5T
officers and 9 priests. In the 19 years followin; By

this same village has given mc 1 g
country. 22 were teacher "ﬂ R g AT
doclor,.29 mﬁnﬁw&m | m cward,
"+ !Irﬂ[:: the balance-sheet of the work achieved by the land of
mﬁllhﬂ for F],b“c instruction. : A :

e 2 i s with these ? It would be much
ier to cite examples of the and Mﬂ

schools and universities than to do
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From the Two Hemispheres

————

The Political Heritage of Vandervelde

By Pierre B o sson (Belgium)

EMH.E VANDERVELDE is dead !  Affectionately nick-

named “the Boss™ by the Belgian workers, hc has
dlﬂFMMd suddenly in the middle of a period of intense
struggle on the outcome of which the lot of youth will depend
1o a very great extent.

The youth regarded Vandervelde as a typical representative
of the powerful Socialist movement of Belgium. They respected
him for the firm attitude he took up at the end of his life in
defence of their cause and of the cause of the Spanish Republic.

They did not know the Vandervelde of before the war. At
that time, he was opposed to all forms of revolutionary struggle
and was a strong supporter of a reformism always so strenuously
opposed by Lenin. Neither did they know him as a signatory
of the Versailles Treaty, the tragic consequences of which are
only being fully recognised to-day. The young workers know
Vandervelde by his rﬁolutc action against those who tried to
drag the party, with which he had worked all his life, towards
Natiopal-Socialism. They know him through the aid he
brought to the cause of Spain by leading the Belgian workers’
party in their opposition to the recognition of Burgos. It is the
memory of these actions of Vandervelde, that youth will preserve

and cherish. And it is by carrying on his work in this direction
that they can best honour his memory.

Vandervelde successfully resisted the auempts of P. H.
Spack and his pational-socialist accomplices to drag the
workers organised in the Socialist party and the trades unions
of the C.G.T.B. (Belgian T.U.C.), towards collaboration with
the bourgeoisic and capitulation to their demands. In the
future, it will be the youth that will give the incentive to such
resistance against the renegades to socialism. They will take
good care of the party which “the Boss™ has entrusted to
them, and to which their own organisation, the Young Socialist
Guard 1s affiliated: they will prevent the class enemy {rom seiz-
ing their organisation and will go forward confidently to the
goal of Unity. They will always keep in mind the great im-
portance that Vandervelde attached to the task of bringing
material aid to Republican Spain. They will intensify this work
and will bring new strata of the population into this work of
assistance.

The United Socialist Youth, who have already organised
many :ollecung campaigns for Spain, will remember the pride
showed by “the Boss™ when speaking of their work. At this
moment, they have taken important decisions to increase the
supplies of material assistance to their Spanish brothers.

Vandervelde has died at a time when a struggle of con-
siderable political importance is developing in Belgium. One
of his last political acts, and surcly one which does him great
honour, was the launching of the slogan “ No recognition for
Burgos ** (Burgos never !), This slogan is, and must remain,

a reality, Not at any price must Spaak be allowed to take
ndﬂnluc of the death of Vandervelde to carry his reactionary
plans into effect.

*“No recognition for Bu " 15 the core of the political
ritage which Emile Vanderve dc has left to the Belgian workers
‘more particularly, to the youth. . They will do all that lics
wnhi,u their power to see that this last wish of * the Boss " shall
United, animated by the respect they owe to this

prove themselves worthy of his memory

%ﬁg‘u&m the wurk which he began dunnn the last years
L [ '. | | | .
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mlrltod increase in mmnbershxp of the
of the Soviet Union-—-one million
a million State administrative
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ranks, over 200,000 teachers,
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Silence the Capitulators { e

By Elie Du;uet (F =

“ Liberty and happiness can be won = ?‘i’ Yy

pages of history in letters of blood. They ars

cost of great baitles, in which men nu&. f"“‘
siasm, iron courage and iron will, and =

heroism.” o “Tific

s

NDW when the youth of the warkm; chu

a rallying call to all the younger gene ._~ : :
encrgelic stand against the war-makers, the voice *j-i:j.:.:' e
the adherents of Munich, are 1o be heard mm i"'u..--l-:ﬂ-

ing on youth to prostrate itself before the B o
dictatorships.

In the Cri des Jeunes (Youth ,";-'.';. -

November 1938, one of the editors of this urpn f
Socialists of Fran::: wrole : = .

“ Faced with the same pmlbilmu tun
by experience, the Flibrer of the Third §
hesitate to hurl his coun mtn 2 war tha*
would be fatal for the belli ts, no
One would expect the editor of the Crni If# :

appreciated this point, to go on to draw thel
for resistance to the fascist demands, to Nazi a|

But he continues :

“ And if he (Hitler) finds he has ‘lﬂdﬂll,
posed to resolve peacefully the existing diffe
well suppose that peace can be assured fnrg ,

This is how the editor of a Socialist youth p: _
or not, transforms Hitler into an angel ¢ e, Peac
is not endangered by the clique of the Rome 3 .. Tokyo &
but by those who are not dis to settle the existing differencs
“ peacefully.” For the editor of the Cri des Jeunes peaceisil
same as capitulating before all l‘a.smst dcnmnd.:. Follc yWing |
stylc of reasoning we might say: it is General Chiang Karthe
and his people who are responsible for the war " ] _"'- NASSAC
of women and children in China, since they refuse (o bow
the domination of the Japanese lmpcntllsl:s.
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for the appalling war in Spain are Prqldml.ﬂ e
heroic people who are -'.in'.:f‘a ding the

country against the invasion of Mussolini and - {1 i‘:‘
- "I||I

And we could say, if we adopted this line of though
if Czechoslovakia had resisted dismemberment, -'“' wouid 2
been the Republic and not Hitler which bore he. respe
for what happened.

So, if we want ce.mmustddlm ﬂm
1mpcr|ahsts as oslovakia was deli
hand over Spain to Maussolini, colonies to
Tunisia to fascist Italy, and Alsace must become:l
word, we must accept slavery under the fasci ﬂ ,;_.d 5
of Matteoti and Gramseci, the Reichstag int rees, L
cutioners at the block, the fomentors of;, roms, UK
persecute the worki clm and the Ge ~_-ﬁ- peop 2
dream of extending their reign over the ¥

What the editor of the Cri des Jcﬂm_h:r hj_____.-_;-,
miserable capitulation and lll?ﬂjfi af f #‘:r#" _,I' ; o

fidence in the :tn:f,gle. all its so
ufhb-:rly Beyon ththrenun

ple with its youth whmh, in the -
WIIIH, ts self-sacrificingly, gun in ;J r ,l'._.ﬂ:._.:_:- |

.-||---|-,‘_.‘
T

r'—- ‘1-.

on their trllherlhnn ﬂnm h .”};‘}._- i
the world are there uul, in Mussolini’s prisons
cenmunn camps, on the > b 'L-_.I:-.- lc

ﬂﬂﬂ mﬂﬂdmt@lﬂ.g he

k i
i s

mlﬂt - nq .......
peace are only 16 I:a qnn,
nl Nn.m
Munfchmd.q u
he was wound
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who resists till the last bullet :

iy the iﬂlj*“ﬂkjﬂ i trench
-} d, coolly waiting for Mussolini's TI.IEGI:: come
A i '&rrm:mbcr the young men of The Marseilles Bri
gum' vMarch 1938, on the Aragon front, had no anti-airerafl
-] qupcd themselves in tens and with their rifles b
n lour enemy planes. o

The spirit which inspires it wi
Spinit wi res youth and fills i
and admiration is the spirit of Dimitrov nl“h}:“u?;g:s ;?isar;‘

Dimitrov accusing his judges, nev .
1 - « N [ | .
ning his duel tlﬂagmst Cgm:ring. ¢f relreating, and finally win-

Capitulators to the last, the edi )
quotes these well-known words of clg:tlﬁ:l;-f f the Cri des Jeunes

" Yesterday at Munich it was
an understanding with Mr. Neville Chamberlain, but if to-

morrow it is Mr. Duff Cooper or Mr. Eden who comes o

power, who knows if I should find i
desire for collaboration.” ind in them the same peaceful

And he comments :

~ Far from seeing in these words any attempt to i
L ) | lo inter-
vene in the internal affairs of a foreign cuunug. we read

them as a cry of alarm which we shou :
to ourselves.” Id do well to listen

possible for me to reach

___That is to say that the editor of the Cri des Jeune

if Hitler forbids Léon Blum to return to power, si;c:pﬂp;?:ﬁ:
resolution on foreign policy, adopted at the recent Congress of
the French Socialist Party, had been described by the Nazi press
as bellicose. But the Young Socialists and Young Communists
of France who fought against de La Rocque’s followers in
February 1934 did not drive back fascism at home only in order
(o stand at attention before foreign fascism. The editor of the
Cri des Jeunes warns us that anti-German feeling must not be
worked up under the cloak of anti-fascism. He may rest assured ;
we are Thaelmann’s brothers, whose hearts bleed when we have
to sec how German anti-fascists are now being handed over to the
executioner by the new government in Prague, controlled by the
Third Reich. It was we Young Communists and we alone who,
after the reoccupation of the Ruhr, organised fraternisation
petween the French soldiers and the German people, and that in
spite of long months imprisonment. We are not anti--German ;
we raise higher than ever the internationalist banner of Marx and
Engels. But we will never surrender to Hitler, under the false
pretext of avoiding anti-German fecling. Supposing the gallant
soldiers on the Ebro, under the pretext of not being anti-Italian,
had left the roads of Barcelona opeéen to Mussolini. Young
revolutionaries and young anti-fascists must know that our
struggle against Hitler and all French Nazis is also the struggle of
the %:rma.n people against its executioners. Let us remember
that the first official unity demonstration between Communisis
and Socialists in France was organised to demand Thaelmann's
release. Hitler's strength and the strength of fascism in general
has always been made up of the cowardice and treachery of
those who ought to have barred the way. But Dimitrov's courage
and resolution won the day at Leipzig ; the courage and resolu-
tion of the Red Army drove back the Japanese from the border
of Lake Khassan. That is the reality which will mobilise the
forces of the young generation against the fascist war-makers.

The working class youth knows that Hitler, Mussolini and
their Japanese n%cumplijéﬁ have already begun their imperialist
war against the peoples of Abyssinia, China, Spain, Austn;,
Czechoslovakia, without listening (o the squeakings of the paci-
fists,  This is a reality which we cannot ignore ; it 1s tht_rﬁmg
why we take up our stand alongside young revolutionaries lnin
anti-fascists of all countrics, above all beside our bmtt!:;rﬂ:ﬂ
Germany and Italy, in order to bring about the defeat o er

d Mussolini. . .
i - Any other solution would deliver us up, without a struggle,

5, / oLher S ies. This is so true that the
into_the hands of our morial :n:n:;:d into defending the Nazi

editor of the Cri des Jeunes 1s for
el -*-L-f'..ﬁé‘iﬁm;ﬂﬁ; is better this year than it was last
| Jear. Doubless the addition of the tenland will con
' ‘to this improvemen Pt g ime ST
‘gﬁ' dex Jeuns, organ of the Young Socilss of

4__——#

k]

France, We are convinced that ths does Views
:a;;it;t‘rl%ung Socialists. ﬁklgike us, they mﬂﬁ with i -

C pogroms ; Ware 3
cinps; ke . ey know B e Workng wek s G
s a o cx 1o 60 3
capitulationist theorics which lead 10 the llmi;:ut,ﬂ bJ.
More firmly united than ever, enthusiastic and militant, the ant-

fascist youth of the world will rally the entire oung generation
and put a check on the war—|:mknz::*1:.!r 4

On December 2, there ‘was held in Paris a ing of the

Executive Committee of the Socialist Youth Internationzl. The

resolution voted by representativ ]
s y repr es of all countries, excepr those

“In view of the fact that, some wecks only after
Munich agreement, the German and Italian dictatorships E
already making new claims, on the colonial question as well
as in Spain, the E.C. of the S.Y.I. welcomes the appeal of
the Executive of the Labour and Socialist International for
all forces of democracy to gather. It expects especially that
the organisations of the socialist workers movement and
that the governments of the democratic countries will use
all their mfluence to prevent the Spanish question bei
*solved* by a second * Munich agreement. The i
question must be solved by the Spanish people themselves.™

The resolution demands the withdrawal of all foreign wroops
fighting for Franco, protests againsi the bombing of open owns
and calls on the youth 1o unite, The resolution appeals to France

to carry out her role in the struggle for the {reedom and peace of
Europe, and concludes :

“It (The Executive Committlee) is nor unoware of the
severe blow suffered by the European democracies as a result
of the Munich agreement. The consequences of this black-
mailing foreign policy of the Third Reich and the recent
pogroms of the Hitlenan system against the Jews, barbarous
and cruel, arc only a new and heart-rending proof that
fascism does not lead the peoples 1o liberty but mlo an abyss
of ruin and barbarism. The Executive Commitiee of the
S.Y.l. expresses the deepest sympathy of the socialist youth
to these new victims of Hitlerian terror, and il appeals 1o
the youth of the whole world that in view of the horrors and
sufferings which fascism brings ever and again, 1o the
peoples over whom it has gained mastery or who have sur-
rendered to it, that in view of this they keep loyal to the
ideals of humanity and human dignity.”™

Thus the E.C. of the S.Y.L condemns the Munich policy as
“ . . asevere blow for democracy” and denounces fascism as the
maker of war. We regret that only the French delegation voted
against this resolution, in order 1o present another in which the
names of Hitler and Mussolini are not once denounced or charged
as war-makers. The French delegation 1o the S.Y.L (which i
the course of the congress before the last, October 3, 1938, called
down upon itself, in the person of B. Chochoy, a sunging retort
from Adler, the President of the S.Y.L) should call 10 mind
that in France itself the extraord Congress of the S«nculﬁ
Party. held at Montrouge, held an opinion different from that
the delegation. ‘ :

We are glad to be ll:Ip mﬂm;ﬂtm{mo{
rtisans of total capitulation the takes 3
-.Pvailhin the S.Y.l.,_nFit will lfmgly‘do s0 inside the Socialist
outh movement in France, 10 resist [ascism. ; .
}I;'..C. of the S.Y.L, in spite of the wish of several of its affiliated

bodies, remains hostile to unity of action. it
holds back the invading forces in

Unity which, in Belgium, has pu
r:ltlrgt. nity which, in February

de La R while in Germany .
E:hfwimemdm e b g e e
There is no doubt that voices will be raised mﬂhﬁ
more loudly in all youth organisations dw unity ty ' and
action to save the younger tion from fascism. =
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The States General of European Youth
By H. Grauser
THE

Second Session of the Etats-Generaux de la Jeunesse
Europeenne (E.GJ.E.) was held in Paris from December 14
to 13. scemingly harmless activitics of the E.G.J.E. mask

gerous semi-fascist tendencics as will be clearly seen from
what follows.

HISTORY AND ORGANISATION OF THE E.G.J.E.

The first number of the Cahiers des Etats-Generaux de la
Jeunesse appeared in June, 1934. The sub-title was * For the
{ree confrontation of youth and their assertion in the life of the
nation.” Nowhere in this issue, or in any subsequent publica-
ton of the E.GJ.E., does there appear any indication of the
origin or of the backing of the organisation, We find instead
an cditorial, written by Jeanne Canude in the name of the
Central Organisation Committee of the Etats Generaux de la
Jeunesse, in which she calls the Etats Generaux de la Jeunesse
“ One of the necessary means of youth expression.” Note that
at this time the Etats-Generaux was a purely French organisa-
tion; the European angle was added latter. ¢ Etats Generaux
de Ia Jeunesse Francaise was launched at a preliminary meeting
held in Paris on June 23 and 24. Naturally there was a response
on the part of youth to an effort which seemed to help to bridge
the gap between the different organisations of youth, but when
It was seen that the organisers had certain ulterior aims and
acted in a thoroughly undemocratic way, the majority of organi-
sations severed all connection with the E.GJ.E. In the last four
years numerous denials have appeared in the press, of organisa-
tons and individuals declaring that their names have been used
by the E.G.]J.E. without their consent. Note for example, a short
note to that effect, that appeared in Le Temps of October 20,
1937 by Jean Zay, Minister of Education.
Long resolutions, in character a mixture of reactionary and

left-revolutionary character, were passed. But nothing was heard
of the E.GJ.E., between 1934 and 1937, and the E.G.J.E. was dis-
credited everywhere.

. Since 1937, however, the E.G.J.E. has taken on a new life,
this time as the * Etats-Generaux de la Jeunesse Europeenne.”
The first conference of the E.G.J.E. was held in Paris during the
Exhibition, in September, 1937; and its second conference in
December, 1938. The French Minister of Foreign Affairs Bonnet,
and other pro-German elements patronised this latter conference.

Les Cahiers des Etats Generaux de la Jeunesse Europeenne,
as the publication was now called, with a sub-title * For the free
confrontation of the youth of Europe and their assertion in the
life of the world,” contains pages and pages of vague, mystical
articles and inquiries on every conceivable subject. The two
mainly active people in it are still Jeanne Canudo and Armand

Mora, * permanent secretary,” a title indicative of the manner of
work of the E.G.J.E.

Who took part in the conferences of the E.G.J.E.? The Press
communiques prepared by their organisating commitiee an-
nounced ** 500 delegates from 25 countries " in September, 1937.
Delegates say that there were never more than 120 or 130 people
present. There were indeed official delegations from Germany
and Italy (remember the official reception to the delegates in
the German pavilion of the Exhibition, when the health of
Hitler and Mussolini was drunk!) and from Belgium, under the
patronage of M. Spaak, the Foreign Minister of Belgium. (Half
the Belgian delegation, disgusted with the German and Italian
demonstrations went home half way through the Conference.)
The real character of other delegations can be judged by the
case of the * British delegation.” A young visitor to the Exhibi-
tion, a Mr. Ambrose, ing the conference bad something to
do with the Groupe Savoir, a Jﬂlﬂl‘ front cultural organisation,

use the offices of the E.&o E, are in the Hotel des Socicties

e Savantes) was the only Englishman present, and was asked
to speak in the name of “ British youth ” at official sessions, at
banquets and on the radio . . . ,and he was not a member
of any youth or tion and no one had mandat -
~is the way in which the E.GJ.E, collects its delegates! If this

w

was the constitution of Ihg;ptn;:aﬁsh'.'dg!mﬁnn, ‘one can imagine

By W

As for the French delegation, the large yonth or
of the Popular Front stayed away, but a manoeuyre wss
to pretend that the delegation was really representative
words of Pierre Picherit, one of the dele "v'g‘"'-:-‘
National " of October 9, 1937: T o

“ Each country had three votes. Fren
divided in this way: one for the ‘righ

V.t JLF. (Dor

students, France Reelle, National Youth B lovaj

youth); one for the ‘ centre,” i.e,, for the Youth se
National Union of Ex-Servicemen (in reality a fioks
organisation), and youth of the Alliance of Indenent: ¥
one for the *left,’ but since these organisations were st
the vote was attributed to Armand Mora, the geners] aas
gate of the EGJE™! !I' | B -
This is a typical manoeuvre of the EGJE.
At the Second Conference of the E.G.J.E., beld from P
ber 14 to 18, 1938, delegates present announced an averses a.
ticipation in plenary session of 60, or some 6 or 7 in eack _
six sccﬁun:, . Gc;mngaand llal:;n setliftu were the ';_ =
ve much 1n the ckground a Con[erm fe
mg were unwilling to compromise themselves by sssoc
with a conference that was small and weak in participation s
discussion. There were no English, Scandinavian or Daich dele
gates, for example. R T

IDEOLOGY OF, THE E.GJE. __ff B

The original convocation for the Etats G .-..'*;;".‘-.ﬁ}."'.;“.;i
when a purely French organisation, begins with the astonishing
statement that * Few adults are living, nﬂriﬂ:ll‘. oung pe
still alive. Youth is the most living truth in the world. ..
certain aim, and it is youth alone which can rectify deviations i
its direction.” Beginning with such a vague and mystical conces:
tion, the surgrising form of the subsequent *inquiries™ an
surveys launched by the E.G.J.E, is to be expected. P
such empty phrasemongering in 1934 that * Les Et T
declares itself revolutionary by necessity. . . and hopes o be
able to arrange an assembling place for an effective’ :E.'_;f-_j_i;-_-' X
which will wipe out the roots of the capitalist power,” 1o other
equally fantastic because so banal as * pe is a fact. Neithes
ideologies, nor particular interests, eic. .. can destroy the Iact
that Europe exists;” it appears that the * immediate object of the
Etats-Generaux is to make Europe.” oy

Wrapping itself around with this iar jargon, it is not
surprising that the E.G.J.E. has not suceeded in fndiog aims
basis. What is, however, more dangerous, is the politicalis
ficance of some of its more recent expressions. In'the firstp
its conception of Europe: according to the E.GJ.E. Europeco
sists of 27 countries, that is to say the Soviet Union'is exciuged
Why? * For many recasons, geographical, and cult
the U.S.S.R. is more an Eurcasiatic power, or rither contu
ncither European nor Asiatic, but both at the s "
writes Armand Mora. And he on to add (see artic
La RcFuhlique. Scptember 19, 1937.) * There is anotheriiuns
mental reason, of a practical order, and against Wwinchs
do nothing. It is that such a number of Ex
demanded the exclusion of this power (the U.
would have been useless to call a. n Confer
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USS.R. since none of the gre
have come.” are all these p%
of Russia? Italy and Germany? It

example of the World Youth Cong
every country in Europe was repre
many, and w not one of these ¢
to_the presence of the Soviet delegation and
delegations came with government support. ™ =i
nally, four strongly fascist tendencies are 10 b8 B2
A constant reference to the different *SpiritualsCHIIen:
Europe to-day, such as the celto-British Spint, the Germs
octrine. tude to women. * Women, an
mission—art, beauty, culturs .. . I8 TOLWK
mill mﬁli!q,'n 'thl!’ '_-‘ I""I"1 S ﬁﬁ;_-_;lf,___i-'__:,.'_;'.:_-. a
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wvereignties; what is the best way for Europe 1o use ica”
o :-,.Jrhlfltfc'.- to her gwq*intﬂfm and Pﬁlﬁg and f:ft&hn >
of her native people?™ (4) The leading role of the U.P.J.F.
(Doriotist youth) in the recent sessions of the E.GJE.: lbcy boast
in their publications that as a result of the work of their dele-
gates, resolutions were voted condemning “ the political doctrine
of c“:nﬂ‘lllﬂi‘im." the Workers Spﬂm IDMHUMI, eic.

Finally, the E.GJ.E. is dangerous as a tential cent
grouping all the anti-democratic, pro-German pfgrtcﬁ amc:ngﬁ
vouth organisations, It is not enough to laugh at the stupidities
effected by the E.GJ.E. in the past; nor to disregard its activitjes
because of its mystical and often stupid formulations. Every
effort must be made to break down such slight influence as the
E.GJ.E. has to-day, and to prevent it from being regarded any-
where as an organisation whlc_:h represents youth. At a time
when youth is faced by ever-increasing threats of aggression,
when unity is more than ever necessary in the fight against the
fascist menace, we must fight against all such efforts as the
E.G.J.E. which will spht the forces of youth, Already youth has
found its own methods for working together and will not be car-
ried away by such efforts.  Youth has seen the necessity for
organising the widest possible anti-fascist front and the struggle
for freedem and for peace must be carried on more firmly &gln

ever before, destroying in the process all such reactionary efforts
described above.

Fourth Annual Congress of American
Students Union

By Joseph Starobin (New York)

:THE Amcrican Student Union, the lcading organisation of

American high school and college students, held its Fourth
Aonual Convention in New York City, December 26-30. 606
delegates from 107 college chapters and 76 high school chapters
met in the building of the City College of New York upon the
invitation of the New York Board of Higher Education, a fact
which signalises the changed relationship between the progressive
American student body and the democratically-minaed college
administrations.

The large proportion of high school students indicates the
progress which the Student Union has made among this major
sccion of the student body. The presence of about 45 Negro
Students, representing colleges in the Middle West and the South,
is in itself a measure of the achievements of the Student Union,
as well as its shortcomings.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt sent personal greetings
cxpressing the hope that the Student Union would make each
campus “a fortress of democracy.” The opening remarks by
Fiorello La Guardia, progressive Mayor of the City of New
York, emphasised the position of the American Student Union
In the framework of American political life. Greelings came
also from John L. Lewis, of the Committee for Industrial Organi-
sation and William Green of the American Federation of
Labour. Mrs. Thomas McAllister, chairman of the Women's
Division of the Nauonal Committee of the Democratic Party,
found it worth her while to welcome the delegates and spend
several days at their sessions.

.On the basis of its previous programme and its activites
during the year, the American Student Union has already de-
monstrated its support of the Chinese and Spani ples. Its
stand in favour of international good faith among nations,
against violation of treaties, and for a positive American foreign
policy was symbolised last April in the traditional o
student strike against war. The Armistice Day celebrations this
year found the Student Union carrying through demonstrations
in defence of Czechoslovakia. And the recent Nazi pogroms
against the Jews and Catholics brought forth the same intense
indignation from American students as from the people as a

whole.

But this December, in the post-Munich world, the American
Student Union found it necessary to re-emphasise its past
position and formulate certain new orientations. 1g them-
sclves upon the annual report of Joseph P. Lash, executive

secrelary, the delegates resolved by a vote of 434—9that
“efforts to have democracy adequately serve human needs

World Youth Review

to re-establish a climate of security, friendship uﬂ m
The AS.U. repeated its friendly approach
the Reserve Officers Training Corps (the government agency
to train student military officers), but favoured a * review of the

personnel and syllabi of the RO.T.C. so =
doubt of its devotion to ; 50 that there may be no

It was, therefore, only a logical result of this new orientation
toward military training on the campus that the American
Student Union greeted President Roosevelt's announcement that
20,000 acroplane pilots and 20,000 acroplane mechanics will

trained in American colleges in the next peri
256-72 the A.S.U. asked that the training take place
auspices of the National Youth Administration, but
expense of other funds which ordinarily go to help

of American students complete their academic courses.

As the voling shows, the isolationists, the isolationist
Socialists, and the Trotskyist-influenced Socialists were out-
numbered by overwhelming proportions. Their forces were
limited to observers, whose speeches made littie impression on
the delegates. This year the isolationists held a scparate student
conference under the name of Youth Commitice Against War
at Columbus, Ohio. Their attempt to eslablish a dual student
centre constitutes a new danger for the American Student Union,
but it also indicates that lhe““:;utl?:nnn and MhhSm
no lo operate openly withi organisation. In
it mng:h tf:ir organisational crisis as well uthmpm

***“The Gonvent

nvention u s
to take part in local political action and strengthen the collabor
tion of progressive forces in the 1939 municipal and the I
general elections. Under the slogan * Education for

Democracy in Education,” conferences will be held on each
campus to democratise the educational curriculum, to re
textbooks, etc., and co-operate more actively with progressive
administrations. At various panels, in which prominent

Labour leaders, educators, and wrilers pa
discussed what they could do to help refugee s
the economic conditions of the professionals,
with the Negro student body. =

‘
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In the next year, the
to get 250,000 .
activity will

g o litical action in 1940 and W
our ycars lhﬂm- e sk e o o N o . .

nfthfuuilr m:g';mt of Socialist and Communist studer
December, 1938, convention demonsira 2 DAL ARS. AN AN
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A Letter of President Roosevelt

IN :fltl;':r addressed to Miss Shields Collins, General Secretary
World Youth Movement, President Roosevelt wrole:

{ “1 have been much interested in the plans you outlined

"fp e In connection with your request on behall of the
orld Youth Congress Movement. |

: one who believes that the cornerstone of our inter-

national relations should be the policy of the good neighbour,

am gratified to know that your organisation is resolved to

mPhT ul: necessity of building a constructive peace

cC,

Closely allied to this determination to work for peace is
your purpose of aiding, as far as possible, the victims of
war. Young people from neutral countries can be of im-
mense usefulness by co-operating wherever possible in the

anitanan work of the Inter-governmental Commitiee
on Refugees. And it is encouraging to know that you are
d?'mﬂtd_ at all times and under all circumstances to exer-
Cise your influence on behalf of peace, peace based upon
Jusuce and good will.

REPLY TO THE LETTER OF PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT

3 The Council of the World Youth Congress Movement,
representing youth in fifty-four countries, meeting in Paris on
ber 11, 1938, expresses to you its sincere thanks for the
message which you addressed to our Movement, in which you
emphasised the role that youth should play in working for a
lasting peace, a peace based on justice.

The events of the Ipast few months, which have forced a
country under intolerable pressure to make the highest sacrifice
have resulted in a situation in which the peace of the world is
becoming ever more precarious. Nevertheless, in replying to
your message, we wish to assure you that we are prepared to
accept the challenge of our time—the defence of the high prin-
ciples of justice and liberty. We, therefore, uadertake to work
for a better understanding among the youth of the world, and at
tbe same time carry out daily the ever more urgent work of
assisting refugees and the victims of war and of racial
persecution.

Recently, at a time of acute international tension, you pro-
posed the calling of an infernational conference to which all the
governments of the world should be invited, with a view lo
settling international disputes and re-establishing the co-opera-
tion of all nations in order to avoid the likelihood of aggression.
The World Youth Congress Movement wishes to assure you of
its enthusiastic support for the furthering of this aim, which, if
attained, will enable the peoples of the world to find the fulfilment
of their peaceful ideals before it is too late.”

AID FOR SPAIN

Since July, 1936, to the end of 1938, nauonal and inter-
national LE.T.U. bodies have contributed 80 million francs in
direct and indirect aid to Republican Spain.

On an international scale, 35 million francs was raised. 14
million from Great Britain, six from Sweden, five from Belgium,
two from Holland, one from France. Of this, 17 million was
spent on buying foodstuffs, four million on clothes and shoes;
one million on tobacco and soap; four million on setting up and
maintaining the hospital at Onteniente.

British, French and Danish trade unionists have provided
money so that Spanish children could be sheltered in their
countries. Miners in Britain supplied seven million francs capital
so that orphans’ homes in Catalonia can be kept going for four

ears.

Dutch trade unions gave 2,200,000 francs to support three
Spanish children’s homes in France. _

‘Nine million francs’ worth of gifts have been sent direct to

Spain by the French trade union movement; and another
J%Mﬂy francs given to provide shelters for Spanish children.

~ Between 12,000 and 13,000 tons of foodstufls, medicaments,
clothes and soap have been distributed to the civilian population
of Catalonia, Valencia, Madrid, Alicante—{rom August, 1936,
up to the end of last November.

——_._'&”L

Youth and Economic Life
Youth in Britain b
i * R h-t :
By Cecil Thomson tpﬁ_l;

{VERY normal young lad or girl has Ihndﬁiuln do some
kind of useful, constructive labour and to acquire skill of
one kind of another. o =

The overwhelming majority of young people Want to become
skilled craftsmen. They look forward to the day they will leave
school and learn a trade. s, il

But these and many other healthy instincts are crushed by
the difficulties which confront them when they enter into in ﬁ
It is well known that a tremendous decline has t
apprenticeship in Britain, At least ninety per cent.
are cither completely unskilled, or only semi-skilled.
decline has taken place in all the important industries and
people are drifting away from them into the hight mass
tion industries, such as, electrical and radio equipment,
vehicles, canning foodstuffs, etc. Practically every industry has
become a blind-alley for the youth and the demand for child
labour and sacking at eighteen or tw::m? years of ‘age has .
tinued without interruption in the past few years, =
Between August 23, and December 13, 1937, the number
of young people between fourteen and sixteen years of age wh
were unemployed, dropped from 21,014 to 104810 But during
the corresponding period the number of unemployed between
sixtecn and cighteen years of age, increased from 10 26 644.
During this period in 1938 the same thing happened but the
number of unemployed in both age groups was iderably
higher than the previous year. The figures at November 14, 1938,
were, 18,941, between fourteen and sixteen dyun of age, an
increase of 5,866 over the previous year, and 32,069, between
sixteen and eighteen years of age, an increase of ?-,B&é over the
previous year. g A & ":"' ]
Instead of assisting young people to fulfil’ the ideals and
aspirations with which they set out in their early years, it
employers cast them aside without any consideration for .
well-being and future and take in new youn;]ad;lqi' girl
to work for low wages and they in turn are cast aside. " Lhe
employers and the government may thwart the desire to leam
to do some useful, constructive labour, and in many Cases €O
demn young lads and girls to idleness, but canpot crush the
spirit and desires of youth for these things. Youth are fﬁ-‘b .J_
against their long hours, low wages, and lack of traiming. ibe
wave of strikes among the young engineers, young miners, cloth-
ing workers, and many other sections of youth, some imc g0,
are indications of this revolt and the possibilities WhiCh cXistiof
a big advance in youth conditions in 1939, =
Wide sections of the people in all walks of life are interesied
and concerned about the future of the youth. = Allirom Gilierent =
angles and for different reasons but all ir with the
that something must done, and done 500N, 10 prevent AnyEaUEs
ther deterioration in the standards of the young peopiess o8
was @ year in which many new. steps were taken 0 Lmprove
youth conditions. Youth themselves enteredi (he SUUSEICIINS
and more for their own rights and many Dew SIIES Wers RO
their side. GRS, 5 T
In January, 1938, the Trades Union ‘Congress, Gene
Council, called a special conference of UNION CXECULIVESES
cuss the problems of youth. ,*;w_ outh GRarie
which puts forward demands for a Oty O
training, holidays with pay, etc.; demanads, WiliChy 155 -
alleviate to a lmﬂtmtlhmlq dlerab ‘f‘; ons C :
people. They '
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harter an g bci mu‘dm i
the .-.l:‘LII.L.'I'-h fm the unions +am':l win the d:mann‘g put f,:,w:f win
"he Amalgamated Engincenng Union, Natonal Committee,
adopted demands which meet the needs of young engineers and
very successful youth conference was held in London which
:dnp!::d demands based on those put forward by the National
Commulice. An imporianl agreement on youth Wﬂs_cuncluded
py the building workers union in London and a beginning has
been made in applying the charter to clothing, clerical, print, and
distributive industrics. Experience bas shown that if unions in
each industry adopt demands which meet the needs of the youth,
and Vigourous ¢ampaigns are conducted to win these demands
the youth will respond In no uncertain way,

‘Considerable progress has been made in building youth
organisation in the trade unions, There are now sixteen Youth
Advisory Councils altached to some of the main Trades Coun-
cils in London and the provinces and nine or ten are at present
considering forming them. In London there are Youth Councils
attached to mine District Committees of unions and four more
are considering sctting them up. A beginning has been made in
some places in some of the main unions, in developing wider
forms of organisation for the young trade unionists. The A.E.U.
Youth Committee in Glasgow, has a football league with sixteen
teams from the main factories on the Clydeside, Clubs have been
sel up in one or two places and attempts are being made to extend
this on a wide scale. Other methods are being tried all of which
aim at organising all the free time of the young people in and
around the trade unions.

In May, last year, the British Youth Peace Assembly adopted
a charter of youth rights which is in essence the same as that
adopted by the trade unions. This charter has the support of
thirty-one national youth organisations and many prominent
pcople concerned with youth problems, Many sections of the
vouth movement nationally, and in the areas, are active in sup-
port of the demands put forward and at present investigations
are being conducted into the conditions of youth in preparation
for the National Enquiry which is now on and will continue to
February 4. The members of the commission of enquiry include
such well-known people as, Mr. Michael Bruce, London and
Home Countics Fitness Council, Rev. Henry Carter, Mcthodist
Church, Mr. Howard Marshall, broadcaster on youth and social
problems, a young trade unionist, and the secretary of the com-
mission is Mr. John Plans-Mills, barnster. Reports on
youth conditions will be made, by trade unions, National Council
of Girls Clubs, Teachers organisations, National Union of Stu-
dents, Local Assemblies, Student Christian Movement, National
Police Court Mission, Social Service Councils, and young people
from the different industries will appear before the Commission

to report on their conditions of work.

The charter can be won provided that the whole youth

~ movement becomes transformed into an active force, conducling

local activities and winning the progressive people to sulﬂpun of
the needs of the young people, and the campaign by the trade
unions is carried forward to a new stage bringing new thousands
of young people into the struggle for their own rights.

Unemployment and Misemployment of
Young Professional Workers

By André Victor

THE problem of the future which is of such concern for the

whole of our generation also presents itself very sharply lo
the young intelligentsia. The possession of degrees and dipiomas,
after several years of study often under very difficult cu
stances, no longer brings with it the certainty of finding a ob or
being able to use one’s capacity and qualifications, = Xoung
graduates are to be found increasingly together with younf
workers and peasants in the ranks of the unemployed. In :
it is difficult to give exact figures for post-graduate unemploy=
meat, since graduates are not signed on at labour exchanges and
there are no regular figures issucd concerning them. is,
furthermore, misemployment of young intellectuals who cannot
mlhe work for which they are fitted and who accept whatever

can geL = i
" The years after the world war saw a considerable increase
in attendance at universities and technical schools. Here are
some fnstances: -

theé

1913 T
France 41,044 L, SN
. (1
Rumania 3930 2 39.670
Thmﬂml Stt]::u. _D:Z‘M-!l portant 989,757
aucngnd ll;jwr c:ducalﬁlr: un::r.;;,m‘ aumber of women
arallel 1o this increase i
the possibilities of ﬂnpia}'mlgn:h;su:: - graduates,
extent. This does not, of course, mean a 10 the same
professional workers. of young

For doctors, the following figures have been 1

the Consultative Commission fi provided by
International Labour Dfﬁc:: in ?;MI?MI Workers ot “the
Possibilities of jobs
per year
France 500 NWW
Holland 600 1485
Norway 50 100
Switzerland 80 150
Yugoslavia 20 350

In France, the number of doctors increased from 24,000 in
1926 to 25,400 in 1935, an increase of 5.8 per cent. In the same
period the actual number of those who passed medical degrees
increased from 7,536 to 10,242, an increase of 39.6 per cenL

Unemployment is not less considerable among leachers,
engineers and technicians, nurses, €ic.

The policy of restriction and economy cuts, pursued by react
ionary governments, has also contributed to the increase in the
number of unemployed professional workers. The redoction
of 1¢aﬁhing staffs, lhc[stu;ﬁin; of r:c:;utm:ul to the civil ser-
vice, the suppression of public works, have produced an import-
ant decrease in the number of jobs. This policy of the decree-
laws, inaugurated in France under Laval, has been continued
by the Axe-commission of Paul Rﬁud, which practically
liquidates the improvements brought about in this sphere by the
governments supported by the I:gulu Front

As we have already indica alongside unemployment
proper we have to consider the important phenomenon of mis-
employment among the young tsia. In Belgium, an
enquiry undertaken among 1,200 students showed, even in 1934,
that only three quarters bad a pﬁnmﬁnndlnlhgrﬂn&l.
o e bp ke ot o
had not fitted ceat ven 2 .
4 per cent. were unemployed. Similar figures could be given g
many countries. We will only quote the fact, meationed 10

hen -mpammx?.in

|
1

Italian Cantiere, that W -
Rome IE:P:J poli:;'jiﬂbs. I.;f 3,000 who applied for the
were universi ua ) e g

It is not EM'I& insist upon the moral mﬂ_:::illm
of this state of affairs among wm:& professional MM&
It is one of the vital causes of the lack equilibrium, N
orientation of youth, and also of the birth and dmtlupmeu
a feeling of revolt against the old world, s
prospect for the futurc. It explains why, u} ﬂ countres, %
in Germany, these young men and women H:LW rey U
fascist demagogy and that, on the other band, those under nde

heir interests { _
‘tl?nn: ;?alu broad masses have gone to swell the great

progressive movement, giving mnse '““'.wm R T T T )
movement among students in many N L el

:
H
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isemployment of young proféssional workers, the Presel
publicpalupininn mq% young mtallnﬂﬂih g
Paused various remedics to be discussed, Whet
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tﬁ_mmﬁﬂlpg'm the number of students not being allowed
about half the nm“l' Of this total. The number fixed represents
decree. In 935 l:hmbﬁl‘ Of those at the universities before the
limited at 10 00¢ Efln“ﬂl!lher was r;:dum:d again by a third nm:
Greece, the law ¢ ungary, ltaly, Poland, Rumania anc
' Aol rmits a limi
Etlldclhll a:::l“ﬂlpin the lll'li'.'m!‘sit[?ulim fixed for the number of
obtai | re flexible methods have been used to
In the same results, In France, the U.S.A. and Luxembourg,
by stages throughout the last few years
he access to universitics and to pass
<X dits'}'hﬂ:ljtchﬂs to lh? raising of the gencral
- ut e spint ol the measures (prolonga-
tion of the period of study, \;nttcn cxar;ﬁnations. inu:nl:[:fse in the
: A J : cgree, etc.), aim above all at creat-
1‘{2 l?id;mnal difficulties and reducing the number of graduates.
Me ime, we must mention the increase in the cost of

studies and of exams, which, wi : :
Totll 3 "y " th [h d Il. h S,
‘Mminates a stratum of less wealthy sﬁudi;rt:s:.m e

mm’":iﬂk‘:":” overproduction has been attributed above all to
peulion by women, and a great many measures have been
g;ﬁmﬁeg:' "}:mﬁ'du‘ﬂﬂt. tending to exclude them, at least to
ForimEtance o1 %mr nf university. It is thus that in England,
o5 Xiord, the number of women students may not
ceed a quarter of the total number of students. In a great
many countries, the number of women students is limited.

e 1“ Gf:r;ﬂnny and in Italy, another form of numerus clausus
o ven ol numerus nellus is applied, based on * race.” Since
G recent pogroms there is not a single Jewish student at a

€rman university. The same thing is aimed at in Italy since

the application of the racial laws: . ]
States and in Poland. ws; this applies also in the Balkan

. Other measures, aiming at organising a system of profes-
sional employment for young graduates, reached a better solu-
tion within the limits of present possibilities. In Britain there are
employment bureaux which offer jobs for which university
graduates are fitted. In several countries university statistical
bureaux have been set up, with the aim of providing figures and
information about graduates (France, Belgium, ctc.). Quite
recently, an international bureau of university statistics has
been created by the International Institute for Intellectical Co-
Operation. The tendency here has been to insist on the nccessity
for diverting young professional workers to the country. Among
doctors, particularly, there is a big concentration in important
towns, while the country is short of doctors. We can only
approve of these measures in general, as aiming at bringing
young ml.:lta more easily into the liberal professions. On the
other all this is far from adequate to bring about a
radical improvement.

A third series of measures aims at creating self-aid organi-
sation for young unemployed intellectuals. In several countrics
these people are used in establishing statistics and in librarian’s
work, ectc. In some countries, Labour services have been formed,
that is o say occupational centres for young unemployed, often
in the form of labour camps. In Germany, this service is com-
pulsory, being a preliminary condition to entrance to a
has olten s !

mm&mnyw
devoted to the question:

) Absolute opposition fo the reduction of the number of

examinations. Nobod

_ jve student movement in various countries
1o examine this problem. Two fundamental ideas
ons, conferences and congresses

ny form whatever. For this means an attack upon

. cation; and because there is not a real surplus
opal workers in relation to the real needs of society.
e only important remedy which can be arrived at
the present structure of cly 15 the opening of new
‘of employment, by the organisation of widespread
i~ works. by a better organisation of the public health ser-
.I .:'_Z"":j. iyl ction o mu and hospitals, in a word by
e edical and technical equipment of the country.

re some essential characteristics of the problem.

ne country where g problem does not arise, a counti

Sehit'to work is guaranteed: the Sovier Union, whi¢

r r'.,.".*
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has no unemployment. That is why Molotoy could declare @t
the first conference of workers in higher educati ;

U.S.S.R. (May 15, 1938) oy H - 1'

“Try to find here a scholar without work, a specis

without work! If anyone can discover a scholar in the
Soviet Union who has no work, we will give him a pr ﬂ%r
Here, the contrary is true. Soviet higher mml‘mhﬁ
duces up 1o a hundred thousand experis every - and h
spite of that we are still suffering from a of experts
in a good many branches. Here, the words Hﬂﬂn;gprg%

in the learned professions sound really grotesque.

Fascism and Youth

Have the Nazi Conquests Improved the
Lot of German Youth ?

By Karl Kunert

URING the last year Nazi fascism won rich booty. Hitler
owes these successes largely to his yes-men in Western
Europe, a fact which does not prevent him from systematically
plundering these same yes-men. Austria has been occupiea,
Czechoslovakia dismembered. The German fascist brigands have
brought back into the Reich the Sudeten regions—which never
belonged to the Reich. Since the national oppression of the
Austrian people, Germany is crushed under lﬁe weight of its
new name : “ Greater Germany,” which is a war siogan, the
slogan of the Nazi aggressors. -

The Nazis celebrate their successes : * Greater Germany,”
the destruction of the Versailles Treaty. - 309

We should like to ask : do these fascist viclories convey
any positive benefit to the youth of Germany? Not in the
least, If Germany has become larger, she has not become greater;
she has not become a better place for youth, but a far worse
place. * Versailles at home,” 1.¢. the utmost exploitation of the
German working people, of the sons and daughters of Germany,
by the fascist usurpers who reign for the benefit of the armament

rofiteers, is worse than ever and a thousand times more shame-
ul. * Greater Germany ™ has only become greater for the big
capitalists of the Krupp and Thyssen type, for the ciers, th
new-rich, the Nazi millionaires after the style of Goering and
Co. Like jackals, this gang has set upon the occupied territories,
grabbed their wealth, shared out their banks, Eacmiﬁ:ﬂﬁ
land and forests. This is the real face of the fascist * liberators *
who have subjected to their domination the Peoplelndlhb
of Austria and the Sudeten Germans seized from

After cach of these acts of violence, with each occupatic
foreign territory, Nazi fascism has driven German working
youth further and further into profound :hmmd
Thus, the annexation of Austria was followed by the
gation of the fascist law alleged to be for the protectio
youth ; it is a law which subjects youth to still greater exp
tion, in the interests of the four-year war plan; it imposes ¢
less number of hours of overtime upon apprent
overtime of course. The decree, made at the beginmng: OLthe
year by the fascist labour ministry imposes upon all WOrKers
ten hour working day ; from this we can judge thing of the
incredible oppression of youth from now on.' Anothery BOHCSS
reactionary, measure was issued in the notorious Iaw IorsyOuLn = =
the suppression of apprentice s, 10 be replaced by an = obli=
gatory contribution to the expenses of appréenticeships A ALTIGSL
all cases this simply amounts (0 a shameless rediclion O Wages.
In the Harpen mines, for instance, young mim ot
“ apprentice " class will, in future, -..-,\?1;.:3'.,-..1._.
wage of RM. 1,83 (picce rates) only RM:0.625 0k
cultural ‘workers of Pomcrania have suliered d nosies .
reduction of w amounting to 50" per cenl. “AlIerstho U
pation of Austria, Goering proclaimed national SerreE it
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German workers. Consequently, tens of thousanc
Hurkmmu torn from their work : '_%-,.ﬂ_.,:'?_:_t_ﬂ; it
cations against France, on the Reich's Vresiero ik
Mhﬂ[ﬂ,ﬂilﬁﬂr 0 ﬁ‘-hi*-_ ﬂ[lﬂ e ;:__’_%-J&._:.'_:_*__J_g.:-.; _':* OOl
inflicted on all working class girls'between the &

compelling them to do domestic work withe
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s of the wealthy and the Nazi bureaucrats, the landlords
" 'Ia e hip [Armers,
A (ter the annexation of the Sudeten I‘I:Eiﬂl'll, there was a

U ries of brutal attacks made againsl German youth : it
fresh 7% v arranged that the horrible anti-semitic :

oms
ode these attacks. Young people and m%m

was «U

shou'®® F'°"<t vouth organisations have been forced to save, it
:EI::-.}:L inderstood that the fascists intend to use these savings to

et the cost of militarising young people and children in com-
U|,||':i"' ¢ * holiday " camps. These girls and hﬂ}:s are not allowed
P ke vse of their own savings; this right is reserved to the
:; ders of the Hitler Youth. In their hnshhty“tn youth the fascist
chiefs are cynical cnough to declare that “the obligation of
caving will be a well-deserved lesson to those, far too many, who
cnend their pennies for selfish purposes.” Even the last pfennig is
iaken away from youth to swell the war-chest.

That is not all. The exploiter’s fetters tighten around the
wrists of German youth. Increased exploitation for young
workers in the arms industry is the real meaning of the decree
isucd at the end of December 1938 by Goering, abolishing from
january 1, 1939, even the slight social benefils provided by the
youth ™ protcction " law which has existed up to now, although
Already mutilated, have been abolished. Under this latest decree
vouth when engaged on piece work have to put in nine or ten
hours a day. The armament capitalists will rub their hands
together gloatingly when they think of the profits so raised. But
the struggle is not over. Struggle is more than ever a vital neces-
ity under the cruel war-regime of the Nazis. And youth will
tnow how to make use of the hypocritical slogan issued by
Baldur von Schirach for 1939 : * Youth's health comes first.”
The proof is offered by the fact that 23,000 young girls (a ﬁ%ure.
admitted by the Nazis themselves) last year, with the aid of their
parents” advice and that of free youth, with the aid of their
various ways from the one year’s forced labour for all German
girls. Another example : the action of the young miners against
the intolerable new law which compels them to serve seven years'
apprenticeship, robbing them of hope for the future and keeping
them for years at a time at one and the same mine. A third of
the young miners refused to accept this agreement. And the

compulsion was dropped.

These acts of resistance reflect the deep longing for a better
life felt by young German workers. German youth wants higher
wages, liberty instead of everlasting service, drill and restriction.
But Hitler's war policy, far from bringing them the least of their
demands, means more cruel oppression. Fascism's imperialist
policy has nothing in common with the ideals German youth has
for a free Germany for the German people, an honoured Father-
land with a future. Fasc’sm's policy serves only the imperialist
plans of the hated German monopoly capitalists. It is for their
interests, which have nothing in common with the interests of
the German people, that the government wants to doom German
youth to death in war. It is for this that the Hitler fascists have
women and children massacred in heroic Republican Spain.

Now Hitler is preparing new war provocations. But Ger-
man youth’s demands will not be satisfied in such a way ; for
that, a peaceful Germany is needed. Thanks to the propaganda
campaigns of anti-fascist workers and parents who love freedom,
the youth begins to understand this more and more clearly. In
the factories, in the Hitler Youth and in the barracks, young
workers begin to unite in real comradeship in order to help cach
other defend their common rights and to insist upon a reaI_- ﬂo"ﬂr
for peace and freedom and fraternal understanding with the

yvouth of all countries.

INTERNATIONAL - SOLIDARITY WITH g&l:*ﬂ

* The Young Communist Lugle e of France issued the siogan
to collect ong million francs by the. French Youth p!: to
February 5. On this day the Y.C.L. will open 8,000 jus
collection boxes and transfer the results to the Spain mf
miltee, - :
% The French People’s Aid commenced the ¢
:lratparzil;nns for the ‘Pmin week ™ to be held from ke

to 19. ' - A

World Youth Review

“In Capital, Marx in the place analyses
simple, ordinary, typical, evn-ga'; relation,
observed a thousand times, of bourgeois
exchange of commodities. The analysis
most mnﬂ:h: phenomenon (in this *cell
society) all the contradictions (or the
dictions) of modern society. The urther
shows us the development and
these contraditions and of this society in

fundamental constituent parts, right i

its end.” o ‘
. The learned men of the Second International
tinually complained that Marx did not dﬂ? iﬁll:;:
teachings within the framework of a history economy. We
shall sce tbat the first chapter of Capiral ins already a
brief history of economy; it is true, a logical development.

“stripped,” as Engels says, “of the zig-zags and of
disturbing accidents of E historical m‘eﬂ o
Marx does not, however, place the of econo
the head of his work. *“ Our il?vuﬁpﬁm therefore 'mbqhu 2
with the analysis of a commodity,” says Marx in the first para-
graph of Capiral. Marx does in fact proceed from the cell form
of bourgeois society.

“That must be the method of presentation™ said Lenin
in Il?:d abhc{wl: mentioned “ricle In _chowng thic scientific
method, mrﬂtﬂsﬂrudyintheﬁmglﬂl nge rela-
tions all the contradictions, or the germs &a%
of modern society. - el g

Exchange relations presuppose a definite social form of
labour products. The tallow candle which the peasant woman
makes for the family use is consumed in the family, does ;
come into exchange relations with other products of
Where products of labour regularly reach the . _
rectly by way of exchange or purchase (purchase is also
only a form of exchange, namely for commo-
dities) there commodity production prevails. The commodity has
a use-value, otherwise it would never be demanded in exchange;
h:léjl;? }n addition an exchange-value. As a commodity it is
p u or ﬂ 'l s . ] ity . ..'f-l;- =% -t._..'.:"' -

* Use-values. . . constitute the Mdﬂ#ﬂm

of socicty we are about to consider, they are, in .

the material deﬁm of exchange v says

Marx presents this thought in a somewhat different
his Canlﬁbg::n 10 ﬂlr tfﬂfﬂw of Political -

- cannot te " rhetbe

been raised by a R serf, a French peasant or .

English capitalist, . . Use-values do not bear any marks

_ the relations of social production.™
there we have at the same time a definition ﬂl i
;;‘.f.i'ﬁm 54 " b - e
" Here use-value has only the role of being the depositc
exchange value. |
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exchange-value. ya ,
confusion of the bourgeois professors |
gether of these two ca |

dition of exchange,
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4and ceraj
anly ’
value js indiﬁgnrg:““:ﬁ dmount of exchange value. Exchange-
: Owards usc-value and pays no regard to it

sy El?ﬂ 50 113
Political Em”ﬂ[:‘i. striking examples of this in his Critique of
*‘h ‘. 3 ' :
csteemed hﬂhlmc of Propercius (a romantic poet highly

same c.’u.‘h'ly;tti“f-l?ﬂ and ¢i$hl ounces of snulf may have the
use-values ge-value, in spite of the disparity between the
¢s of tobacco and clegy.” |

H ) .
€re we find also the oft-quoted passage:

LL
ccrtaiﬂTl?lfnf;:hn“gc""‘:ﬂ“ﬂ of a palace can be expressed in i
r of tins of blacking. London blacking manu-

facture ‘e, Vi
e rs have, VICC versa, expressed the exchange-value of
' numerous tins in palaces."

Marx develo is i :
-t ps this idea i much sater detail 1 *amnifal
cm : ¢h greater detail in Capital,
ploving other examples and arrives at the result:

LL
qu'ﬂiﬁgs "éﬂf'\'ﬂuﬂ. commodities are, above all, of different
: » DUL as exchange-values they are merely different

quantities, and consequently d '
. 3 0 not contain an atom ol
use-value. 3 ’ 2

shisn?EFrcl.;“mg;jm another connection, in Capital, on the Feti-
he air mmodities, brought to a conclusion his treatment of
Hicrences between use-value and exchange-value, Marx
sfates:
" Since exchange-value is a definite social manner of
€xpressing the amount of labour bestowed upon an object.

L] . . = s =
Nature has no more to do with it, than it has in the fixing
of the course of exchange.”

It i1s a dcﬁni_lp skilled work (tailoring. shoemaking) which
converls commodities into use-values,

" If we make abstraction from its use-value, we make
abstraction at the same time from the material elements and
shapes that make the product a use-value; we see it no longer
a table, a house, yarn, or any other useful thing. Tts exist-
ence as a material thing is put out of sight. Neither can 1t
any longer be regarded as the product of the labour of the
joiner, the mason, the spinner, or of any other definite kind
of productive labour. Along with the useful qualities of the
products themselves, we put out of sight both the uscful
character of the various kinds of labour embodied in them,
and the concrete forms of that labour; there is nothing lefl
but what is common to them all: all are reduced to one and
the same sort of labour, human labour in the abstract.”

In order to explain this idea, the following passages may be
quoted from the Critigue of Political Economy, which deals here
with the same subject but in a different manner:

“In order to measure the exchange-value of commoditics
by the labour time embodied in them, the different Kinds
of labour must be reduced to uniform, homogencous, simple
labour, in short, to labour which is qualitatively the same,
and, therefore, differs only in quantity.”

“ Tt matters as little in the case of labour whether it be
embodied in gold, iron, wheat, or silk, as it does in the case
of oxygen, whether it appears in the rust of iron, in the
atmosphere, in the juice of a grape, or in the blood of a

human being.” . -
“ This reduction appears to be an abstraction; but it is

an abstraction which takes place daily in the social process
of production.” ; ‘

“ This abstraction of human labour in general virtually
exists in the average labour which the average individual
of a given society can perform-—a cerfain productive expen-
diture of human muscles, nerves, brain, etc, It is unskilled
labour to which the average individual can be put and which
he has to perform in one way or another.”

In Marx’s time gold was mined with the most primitive
means, and therefore it contained only unskilled labour. And
this product of unskilled labour, In which was embodied only
the most unskilled human labour, average human labour, became
gold-money, in which all commoditics were e¢stimated, or
measured. The abstraction of human labour from every special
‘quality is realised, among other things, also in the most valuable

commaodities, in gold; it is, or it was, the product of the most

P"Ilh'ﬂ“r-

——— e S

Marx develops this thought further:

A use-value, or useful article,
because _humpn_lnbuur in the abstia::l:cl:::n;;r}:a:r:ﬂuq i
materialised in iL H?w. then, is the magnitude of this ﬂlw
to be measured? Plainly, by the quantity of the value-cr::t
Ing substance, the labour, contained in the article T.I!:
ﬂ:;}“nl:::*lfi of Ighqur. however, Eg,-, measured by its duratiun and
ool me in its turn finds its standard in weeks, days and

"' Some people might think that if the va

modity is determined by the quantity of the l:l?b:u?fs;c::m :
it, the more idle and unskilful the labourer, the more valuﬂ?l:
would his commodity be, because more ime would be
required in its production. The labour. however, that fo
the substance of value, is homogeneous human labuT;
expenditure of one uniform labour-power. The total labou '
power of society, which is embodied in the sum total of 1}::
value of all commodities produced by that society, counts
here as one homogeneous mass of human Iabnur—p-uw;:r com-
posed though it be of innumerable individlual units "Each
of these units is the same as any other, so far as jt .has the
character of the average labour-power of society, and takes
cffect as such; that 1S, so far as it requires for producing a
commodity, no more time than is needed on an average, no
more than is socially necessary. The labour-time sncfally
neeessary is that required to produce an article under the
normal conditions of production, and with the average degree
of skill and intensity prevalent at the time.”

. These are some of the most essential passages in Capital in

which Marx sums up his theory of value,

Let us call to mind what Marx says in his let -
mann. Even if he had not written a spi-cial cha::ti:tgntﬁ fn?f:l‘
he says there, his analysis of the real relationships would cu;p
tamn the proof and demonstration of the real value relation. In
fact Marx shows that the production of commodities is a relation
of social production, where social labour must be distributed 1n
definite proportions. A priori there does not take place any con.
scious social regulation of production. The reasonable and the
necessary in nature asserts itself only as a blindly working aver-
age, in that every individual labour must prove to be a pro-
portional part of the total social-labour, and only thus constitutes
an exchange value. An analysis of the social-labour in the pro-
duction of commodities, and not an analysis of the commodity.
therefore, leads us to an understanding of exchange-value, which
is nothing clse but the proportionate part of the total social labour
contained in the commodity.

Marx then, however, proceeds from the commodity and by
a sharp analysis comes to the definition of exchange vaiue.

Onc of the bitterest opponents of the Marxist theory of
value was Professor Sybel. He was one of the first critics of
Capital, but nevertheless admitted :

Marx’s arguments are in the highest degree concise and
conclusive; whoever accepts his premises is irresistibly com-
pelled to recognise the final conclusions.

Sybel’s criticism arises from the fact that he confuses

exchange-value and use-value. He writes:

*The buyer does not ask how much time it has cost to
produce a commodity, but whether its consumption, by satis-
fying his need, imparts to him a corresponding quanlity of
vital force. The value of coal increases in winter, because
more coal is needed for the production of bodily warmth.”
To which Dietzgen aptly replied:

“If in Russia (where coal was to be had at half price
compared with Germany) a ton of coal is produced in half
the time, that is to say, if the coalmines there yield so much
more than in the south (Germany). then the ol'ﬂ:lo
coal there, or its average price, will be only half as much,
although the winter may be twice as cold and twice as long.”

To all similar objections, however, Marx replied himsel.
If the utilitz. that is to say the use-value determines the amount
of the exchange value, how is one to explain the diffe
between the value of bread and diamonds?  Here oniy the
labour theory of value can provide a correct explanation. =

“ Diamonds are of very rare occurrence on the
surface, and hence their discovery costs, on an
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viarx points out the dialectical opposition both in the com-
Adity and in exchange-value,

He speaks of the two factors of a commodity: use-value and
sxchange-value, and of the two-fold nature of the labour con-
. med in commaodities: concrete individual labour, which deter-
.nes the use-value, and abstract social labour, which determines
e exchaneevalue. This revelation of the opposite sides of one
1nd the same commaodity is of tremendous practical importance.
1f the productive power is increased, then instead of one coat. two
coats can be produced in the same time. The materiai wealth
HCTER But at the same time the exchange-value falls,
For if two coats can be produced in the same time (assuming that
he productivity is the same in all the labour processes in question)
: formerly it took to produce one coat. then the two are worth
<lv as much as the onc was before. The two-fold character of
whour produces an antagonistic movement.

In exchanze-value there are likewise two opposite sides. Indi-
vidual labour and social labour confront each other. that is to
v, individual labour must assume the character of social labour.
This contrast has an even greater practical imporiance. Because,
in the process of exchange. individual labour must prove to be
cocial Inbour. i.e.. has value only in so far as it contains really
necessary social labour. there arises out of this contradiction a
whole number of social convulsions through so-called deorecia-
tions or over-appreciations on a national and international scale.

*“1If the market cannot stomach the whole quantity (of
linen) at the normal price of 2 shillings a yard, this
proves that too great a portion of the total labour of the com-
munity has been expended in the form of weaving. The
effect is the same as if each individual weaver had expended
more labour-time upon his particular product than is socially
necessarv.  Here we may say with the German proverb:
“caught together, hung together.”

» - L] *® L]
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The form of value does not appear in the individual
commodity. _

“Turn and examine a single commodity, by itself. as
we will," says Marx, * yet in so far as it remains an object
of value, it scems impossible to grasp it."”

Marx therefore proceeds to an analysis of exchange, when
mwo commodities confront each other. Here there is first fully
unfolded the play of dialectical opposites which ‘are inherent
in the products of human labour as soon as they assume the
'orm of commodities.

. . . * -

Two commodities are to be exchanged for one another; let
us say 20 yards of linen for one coat. There results the equa-
tion: 20 yards of linen=one coat. The equation implies that
there must be contained in them something common which is
different from their bodily form, for only thus can there be a
common measure for them. One cannot add together five cups
and four plates. - 1f, however, we disregard their special qualities
and consider only what is common to them, that they are pieces
of crockery, then they are commensurable and one can say. five
cups and four plates added together make nine pieces of crockery.
What is common in linen and a coat is the exchange value con-
tnined in them. the same human labour embodied in the linen
and coat are in the given example. perfectly equal to one another,
but in exchange relations they play different parts. The Imu_:-rll
expresses its value in the coat; the coat serves as the matena

Pt ¢ to .
in linen. 20 yards of “ﬂfﬂ:lﬂlysfg:ﬁo; Lﬁ value of linen

sion of value. . The value of the linen c'-'i: Thcrd"ﬂ Silak d
txprcsscd_ only relarively, i.e., in some other mnrcibc
The relative form of value of the linen presu po:u,m u-.m,t}*'
fore, the presence of some other commodir -—%m the
—under the form of an equivalent ™ ’ o
Marx describes thi i ;

St *'-'HIUEI?:& this equivalent form as a mirror of value in

reflected, and : :
commodity recedes more and m:: special bodily form of the

: : into und.
this expression he adds the following brilligl:t m £0
“In a sort of way, it

: _ is with man as with commodit;
Since he comes into the world neither with a I?nking gtlz
in his hand, nor as a Fichtian philosopher, to whom*Iam1"

1s sufficient, man first sees and recognises himself i

men. Peter only establishes his nwngr:}d:nﬁty as fa Is?ﬁmfy
first comparing himself with Paul as being of like kind.
And thereby Paul, just as he stands in his Pauline personality
becomes to Peter the type of the penus homo.” :

_ . This remark contains a profound philosophic idea. For us
1L is important in the first place as an eclucidation of the con-
cept of value. The comparison is a striking one. In order to
be able 1o speak of man. I must disregard the special qualities of
man, the qualities of the individual person. Whether child or
adult, man or woman, Christian or Jew, German or Frenchman.
black or white—all belong to the human race. The case is
similar with regard to value. It is not a question of joinery,
tailoring, or weaving—but only general labour, which is con-
tained in all commodities.

Like the comparison: individual and man as genus, so is the
comparison linen as individual commodity with the coat as the

expression of value, in which what is common to them both,
value, finds expression.

Accordingly, the dialectical contradictions of exchange
value are most clearly apparent in the equivalent form, which
Marx then also develops in detail.

As we are not able in these articles to give the contents of
Capital, but only wish by some elucidations and hints 1o render
casier its siudy, we must content ourselves with this simple
reference. We would memi;:‘n. however, thal;ﬂtl'!cnlnd\-anmm: of
the French edition of Capital were never so plainly apparent as
in the development of the form of value. Marx ?Eﬂalrndy
in the first German ecdition, pointed out that the German
wertsein, to be worth, expresses in a less striking manner than the
Romance verbs valere, valer, Valoir, that the Equating of com-
modity B to commodity A, is commodity A's own mode of
cxpressing its value. He uses here as an example the well-known
<aying: Paris vaut bien une mess—Paris is worth a mass—the
placing of Paris on the same level of value as a mass, bet much
more pregnant in the French original than in the german
translation.

But it is not a question of a word. The tation of the
value form is full of exact and precise shadings. Marx made
use of the clear cohesion and logical construction of the French
sentence in order to produce also from the purely srylistic stand-
point, a work which neither Voltaire nor Diderot, these great
masters of French philosophic prose literature, ever npprm:h.ad.

For the reader with some dialectical training, and possessing
diligence and perseverance, these arguments in the French edition
give the greatest pleasure, s

The form of value in which two individual commodities

confront one another, Marx calls the simple individual or chance
accidental form. He takes example from modern life. In actual



‘fact such

*h_,lha qu::::': Ii‘:h“; dates far back in human history. Already
tain products with mghm together in order to exchange cer-
| A U other. The one had some superflucus
for the other In uous stone axe, and exchanged the one
stone axe, thc.re is equation; a certain quantity of salt—one
centu . the first value form, beyond which man does
change n?;;" Tizbe if l_hc products of labour to be ex-
:I:?]f g omadic tribes exchange furs for weapons,
appears as SRR dm?ﬂhl animals, %—!cre exchange-value
tained in \‘.hmIm“"“B accidental, independent of the labour con-
abour whi:hcnmmad“y‘ In reality, however, we know that the
played a d Was necessary to produce the commodity already

4 decisive part in this primitiv :
measure of labour. primitive barter. Value was a

The logical development of th
a great span of real lfiﬂnﬁca] n'-':n "-';-luc form by Marx reflects

Later on exchange was no lon i :

. ; ger confined to various tribes
whmi:’ were alien to cach other, but production of commodities
_Srprﬁ more and more in the one and the same community.
_n use the example given by Marx: 20 yards of linen=1 coat
=or 10 lbs. of tea or=40 Ibs of coffec or=1 quarter of wheat
or=2 ounces of gold or=half a ton of iron. This form of
exchange relation, where one commodity is exchanged for many

3;11&3; commoditics, Marx calls the total or expanded form of

If 20 yards of linen exchange for one coat, if this form of
value exists only accidentally, then the expression of value also
appears only by accident. If however the one commeodity stands
in exchange relations with various other commodities again and
again and in definite proportions, then here the value-cxpression
i1s no longer a chance one. The value of the linen represents a
quite definite quantity, whether it is expressed in coffee or in
wheat, in gold or in iron. The value can be recognised here as
the same human labour expressed in various forms, in the coat,
in iron, in wheat or gold.

But here, too, there are a number of contradictions which
entail exceedingly sharp social complications. As the commo-
dities confront each other in their natural form, onc private
labour is confronted by other private labour, and the exchange
only takes place if the owners encountering each other need
their commodities in their natural form, the result may be
somewhat as follows: a joiner goes to the market and sceks
to exchange his product for flour. There comes a miller with
flour to the market. He, however, wants wine for the product
of bis labour. There come a vinegrower with wine, but wants to
exchange his wine for linen. A linen-weaver comes along: he
however wants to obtain a goat, and so on. There arc commo-
dities on the market, for every one of which there is a demand,
but because they can only be exchanged in their natural form
and the requirements do not mutually cover cach other in their
natural form, no exchange can take place. The contradiction is
solved however. In the course of development a single com-
modity becomes the expression of the value of all other com-
modities. the universal equivalent form, a commodity which
everybody accepts even if he does not need it in its patural form
but can always employ it as a means of exchange. One com-
modity becomes the universal equivalent form. This form of
value. Marx calls the general form of value and presents it in the

following formula:

1 coat
: 10 lbs. of tea
40 Ib, of coffee ) _ 545 vards of linen.
Te Sm l.qm of wheat
" .17"2 punces of gold
Ffif”?ﬁ § .ton of iron, etc.

 enrresponds perfectly. with the money form,
. mmﬁ;‘ T place of gold.
ever, docs not always function as money. In
N aniplé, up to the I6th century, linen served as
n et ﬁ-m read Sfﬂﬂfty'l boo :_“Hﬂw f'fﬂuﬂd
RS shar ‘when he went on his expedition to
e ad 1o take with him a large quantity of wire,
55 the end’ of last century, as money.
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A great historical devel Decessary before presta
metals took over the exclusive r:: of money. peecloss
In the money-form one of the main M-'
modity prnductig-'n is solved. % iti e
insofar as they represent general social Jabour.
common (0 them, and therefore they can be
they appear in their opposite in the form of “labonr
(joinery work, tailoring work, etc.). In the course of develop.
ment, however, one commodity, (linen, wire, 8old) ‘assumes .

the form of a general commodity, that is, a form which i inde-
ndent of its use value, and in which, therefore, general social

abour is most plainly apparent, without, however . logne
character of special labour. ltl'is mmn“ntadity mﬂ -
“ Money is a crystal formed of necessiry in he

of the exchanges, whereby different products labour
practically equated to one another and lhn:‘ljy practice
converted into commodities. The historical progress amd
cxtension of exchanges develops the contrast latent in
modities, between use-value and valve. The
giving an external expression to this contrast for the
poses of commercial intercourse, urges on the
ment of an independent form of value, and finds no rest ungil
it is once for all satisfied by the differentiation of commodi-
ties into commodities and money. At the same rate, then, as
the conversion of products of labour into commaodities is
being accomplished, so also is the conversion of one special
commodity into money.” : N

With the development of the form of value from its most
simple expression up to the money-form, Marx has accom-
plished a scientific achievement, which the bourgeois economists
had not even ventured to tackle. The solution of the money
riddle is one of the greatest theoretical achievements of political
cconomy. Nobody until Marx had been able to give a commect
explanation of money. Lassalle, who was far in e of the
bourgeois economists of his time, wrote in the fifties of the last
century, in his Heraklit: -

“ Money itself can never be really consomed: it signi-
fies thereby only the products which can be exchanged for
it and which, therefore, it only represents. - axpisy

“ Money is quasi means of exchange, only the personi-
fied value the obvious abstract unit of production. ..

‘That money is nothing real but is something only ideal
is shown by the fact that money, or its valpe as snch, can
never really be consumed.” o a

During the imperialist world-slaughter and sincesthen, one
experienced how even Louis d'or can be consumed, when, for
instance, onc had to visit the dentist. If one wanted one's false” =
teeth repaired one had to part with the last MMQ@ﬁﬁ ’
in order that it could be used for that purpose. . = o 0 &

The Marxist theory of value, however, is of great:practicals
importance. There has always been swindling and JIggURE With =5
money. in our days more formerly. In. order. fo rendes
this swindle easier, the learned men of ¢
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(To be continued) ' = S8

Lenin as Student . A

HAVING finished, in the spring of 1887, ancalituRESEs
his studies at the Simbirsk secondary SCROOE=SSESS
obtained the gold medal and a certificate MARKEASECS
Lenin entered Kazan University on 4
not study there very long, being expelit
Dmmml'- L - e T _"'r ‘___ R,
" According to university regulationy ol IERISH
students had to produce a certiiich Ih_:,,lriu..;r'u' o Lithe
furnished by the " local “polite. ‘Studentawet
organise students’ '--’ﬁﬂ’i—-.‘-. unn
refectories. Public meétings were also/probitate:
numerous other restrictions. 'Studehtsiveerasiy
part in any kind of social group. =
After the attempt on the life ok
organised by a group of the NI
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posed almost entirely of students, the forces of reaction
further strengthened. Repression were
and higher schools. % now exiended to the middle

In Kazan University, as in oth tverail: i
the illegal student nrg:m};satiun = Z:r:ﬂ:cmh::{:;u %?f;’:ﬁ
council " of the Zemlachestvos directed all the !;n-:'t:il life of the
students. After his entry, Lenin became an active member of the
Simbirsk university Zemlachestvos.
L 1‘,._}\-‘!':‘!.1'11"- ‘ihl.'.'.* ﬂn? ﬂfh:ll..l'l.l.ll_'l'lﬂ. !S_H?' unrest among the students

gan 1o increase. In the umversities, and particularly in that of
Kazan, the students began preparations for a protest against the
reactionary rule and the existing regulations.

T'he students were also greatly aroused by the
expulsion of whole groups of students,
because of the reports of officials.

It was impossible for Lenin to remain outside of the revolu-
tionary agitation of the students of Kazan.

Already, when a high school student, he read a great deal,
preparing himself for revolutionary work. Even before entering
the university, Lenin had his own revolutionary convictions.

“While in his last classes at high school, Viadimir

llyich passed every evening in reading, in preparing himself
. . . for revolutionary work. In the spring of 1887 . . . we
received news of the execution of our elder brother. Many
years have passed since then, but I can still see the expression
on Viadimir's face at that moment, and I can still hear him
say: * No, we shall not follow on that road—that is not the
road to follow." He began to prepare himself for that road
which, according to his opinion, should lead, and really led,
to victory.” (“ On Lenin,” by D. I and M. 1. Ulianova.)

On December 16 (December 4, Old Style), 1887, a students’
general meeting was organised in Kazan University, which lasted
over four hours.” It elected a committee to conduct the mecting,
at which V. . Lenin also spoke. This 1s what N. N. Alexeiey
wrote about this speech in his memoirs:

“ At this meeting there also spoke Viadimir Ilyich

Ulianov, still a youth, with a frank and sympathetic face and

sparkling eyes. He spoke of the tsarist yoke, of the injustice

of the tsarist courts, and of the necessity of a protest by the
students of all universities against the existing regime,”

The organisers and all who took an active part in the meeting
were expelled from the university. They were arrested and
detained in the police station or in underground cells in the
fortress of the Kremlin of Kazan. After his arrest, Lenin was
placed in one of the underground cells. _ _tzady

In the list of students, expelled because of their participation
in the meeting, drawn up by Potapov, the inspector of the
university, Lenin's name is marked by three crosses, indicating
that he was the most dangerous.

On December 19 (December 7, Old Style), 1887, Lenin was
exiled to the village of Kukushkino, of the Laishev District, near
Kazan, where he was kept under strict police surveillance. He
stayed in exile until the autumn of 1888, when he was permitted
to return to Kazan.

During his banishment, Lenin was able to work a great deal
at his education. He read many books on social questions,
hunted up interesting articles in old copies of reviews, and read
books sent him from the Kazan library. On his return to Kazan,
V. I: Lenin studied with particular attention the first volume of

Capital, » ] _ _

There existed at that time numerous Marxist groups In
Kazan, organised by an active revolutionary, the Social-Democrat
N. E. Fedozeiev. Vladimir llyich was an active worker in one of
these gro —

I:I!:i?. 1888, Lenin applied for readmission to Kazan
University. When forwarding Lenin’s application to the Ministry
of Education, the head of the Kazan local education authornty
wrote: “This applicant is the brother of the Uhanov who was
executed for participation in a political crime, and, in spite of his
high ability and considerable knowledge, he . . . cannot now be
regarded as a reliable person. In agreement with this, the
Minister of Education wrote at the foot of Lenin's application:
“ He is the brother of the other Ulanov, isn't he? ™ (meaning
Alexander Ulianov), Then, further on: ™ Yes, that can be
gathered from the conclusion of the application. Not to be
admitted by any means.” :

Finallhj{ hu,;ttver. after numerous appeals by Lenin's mother,

arbitrary

purely on suspicion or
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they permitted Lenin to sit for his versity examinations
extra-mural student. Without n:ﬁn“:.m; n —
h_nnlury L:urk indS:dman.. where he was a
circle, Lenin studied widel and diligent] bout

half, preparing himself l'nrrhi: mmthﬁ.ﬂr{h: hm
passed at the University of Si Petersburg, obtaining the highest

credits.
Many of those who knew Vladimir llyich were amazed at

the way in which, without any help, he
examinations so rapidly and with such brilliant results. Besides
his great abilities, Lenin was also aided is tremendous
cﬂmt}:{iw l!::r_r w:;;:i:._ e fc :
calising the immense importance of a knowledge of foreign
languages, Lenin always devoted considerable time 10 their study
He knew English, French and German. o -

F. Kerenski, the principal of the high school which
altended, frequently told M. A. Ulianova, Lenin’s sister. thu-:
he particularly liked in Lenin’s compositions was: * The carcfully
considered scheme, the abundance of ideas joined to cope
cientiousness; the clarity and simplicity of the style.™

Both in high school and university, Lenin studied cxtensively,
systematically and assiduously. He believed that any pﬁ
question should be studied according to a set plan.

He did not merely read through his books, but really studied
them, writing summaries, taking notes, and writing his own ideas
on their theses.

In his work, Lenin was exact, painstaking and systematic,
being conscientious and self-disciplined in c\'c:ythin; he under-
took. His working-day was always carefully planned, and he
scrupulously respected his daily time-table.

In spite of his full days, Lenin also found time for sports and
for playing chess. He also liked to listen to music in the even-
ngs, and he himself sang to his sister’s accompaniment. This
young man abounded in life and energy and liked to laugh, to
amuse himself, during his hours of rest and leisure.

. The systematic methods of reading which Lenin developed
mn his youth, his great capacity for work, the ina

high

the

tenacity and perseverance with which he had worked at
school and university, remained with him all his life. In
in St. Petersburg, in exile, in emigration, and, later, .
Soviet power Lenin worked extensively and hard. He made use
of nearly 500 volumes in preparing his classical work: The De- .
velopment of Capitalism in Russia. 92

The work of the young Lenin at his education, in schools and |

universily, were only a preparation for his vast revolutionary

activity. He knew how 10 combine tenacious and intensive study

with vast revolutionary energy, with great passion and an un-
breakable will in his struggle against his enemies.

Lenin’s Advice to the Youth

Extracts from an address delivered by Lenin on O
1920, to the Third Congress of the Young Communist . e,
VVE can only build up Communism with the sum of know-

ledge, organisations and institutions, with the reserves of
human strength and the resources taken over from the old

It is only by radically transforming the education, cpm
|1 be able to ensure that

and training of youth that we le
efforts of the young genecration will result in the
socicty which does not resemble the old one ; that is, the creation
of a Communist society. : A e

This is why we must study in detail the question
should we teach the youth and how
it is really to show itself worthy
Youth, how shall it be Frzpaml_m §
building to the end and of completing that which we

I must m; that the repl
appears to be the most natural
ygmh in general which desires to proceed to .
should study Communism. Ji5 )

But this answer, “ study Commumsm,” i$ 100 general. 'What
should we do in order to learn Communism ? What should we
choose from lh:f!lél;!l of gl:ner;l k:;luwhd:w to i
a knowledge o mmunism ere threa |
numerous dangers which frequently reveal themselves as soon
as the task of learning Communism is presented in an MEXac
manner or is 100 narrowly understood.

i
3
-

L




3

R ;

- Datura) that, at first sight, onc should imagine that 10
. in %‘u"‘;ﬂi to assimilate the 1otality of knowledge

. ist manuals, pamphlets and books. But
lion o study of Communism would be inade-

. Of studying Communism consisted solely in
m"g’“ Which is contained in written works, in Communiat
) g s Elmph]eu_ we would too easily produce Communist

' », BOW, that would harm us and ‘would be to our con-

e i 1
» because people like that, who had learned and
would find lheﬂ?mcd' in Communist books and pamphlets,
ledge and of getins > Aocapable of assembling all this know-
1 One of tf-'*mﬂ_as Communism really demands. .
former . e evils, onc of the greatest scourges which the
mpm-“p'hh“ socicty has bequeathed wus, is the complele
which “E;ﬂ books and practical life ; for we had books n
dbne, mm""! ng was writlen down, as it could not be betier
nost i oy A0 the majority of cases, these books represented the
hypocritical untruth, and presented the Com-
> us under false colours. This is why simply 10
: “’lhﬂ: IS wrilten about Communism would be false 10

Brce.,

Owadays, our speeches and articles do not simply repedt
that which was formerly said about Communism, because these
Speeches and articles are related to daily work, which affects
cvery side of life. Without work, without struggle, the bookish
science of Communism, drawn from Communist pamphlets and

» 1S Worth absolutely nothing, for it would continue the old
rupture between theory and practice, a rupture which represents

most ignoble feature of the former bourgeois society.

The danger would be even greater if we were to restrict
ourselves merely to assimilate the Communist slogans. 1 we
had not realised this danger in time and had not directed our
entire work so as to avoid it, then the contingent of a half-
million or a million of men, of young men and girls, who would
have called themselves Communists after such a study of Com-
munism, would have occasioned great detriment to the cause of
Communism. . . . :
ne-. Marxism is the example which shows how Communism is
the product of the sum of human knowledge. \
% You have rcad and have heard it said how Communist

. theory, the Communist science created principally by Marx, how

this doctrine of Marxism ceased to be the work of a Socialist
of 1the Nincteenth Century, genius as he was, and how this
doctrine became that of millions and tens of millions of prole-
tarians throughout the whole world, who apply this doctrine in
their struggle against capitalism.

And if you had asked the question: why has the doctrine
of Marx been able to take hold of millions and tens of millions
of hearts of the most revolutionary class, you could have ob-
tained but one reply : it was thus because Marx relied upon the
solid foundation nl‘y human knowledge conquered under capital-
jsm 7 after having studied the laws of the development of human
society, Marx understood that the development of capitalism
ln#'gnwilably to Communism, and—and this is the essential—
he knew how to prove this by relying solely on the most precise,
the most detailed, the most profound study of this capitalist
society, and because he had completely assimilated all that the
old science had yielded. . )
s+t He made his criticism of everything that human socicty had
created, he recast it, leaving no question in shadow. Everytking
(hat had been created by human thought, he recast, criticised,
serified by the wurl:inq—clm movement, and he drew from it con-
¢lugions |ilt men, limited by bourgeois environment or shackled
by bourgeois prejudices, had been unable to draw.

4 1t is this that we must keep in mind when we speak, for
ﬁmplhﬂf letarian culture. Without a clear understanding
£ the fact lﬂf only a precise knowledge of the culture created
g the entire development of humanity, that unlr the recasting
'this culture, will permit of the creation of proletarian culture
E-wilhuilt such understanding we shall not be able to accomplish
D ign . ¢ does nol appear from no onc knows
*ﬂ?ﬁm :::]]:::hins invented by men who call themselves
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specialists in proletarian culture. : - = 3
tarian culture should appear as ‘h‘Thi?ﬁ:ﬂ“ absurdity, =
sum of that knowledge which humanity has oo

the yoke of capitalist societ bl "“hwum- s
the society of officials. . . . YEukI Vios &
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One can only become a Communist after having enriched
onc’s memo ith - enriched
s ry wilh a knowledge of all the riches produced by .
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Sports Movement

World Workers’ S;th Movement

By Andre Delaune

TP HE question of the Workers' International Sports
1 should ¢ngage the attention of the youth of the w

Indeed, in the course of the last few years, this movement
has been severely tried.  With the coming into power of fascismy
in Germany, and Hitler's annexation of Austria, numerous sports
organisations have completely disappeared. i

In Germany particularly, before the rise of Hitler power,
the Labour and Socialist Sports International, on the ﬂt:l: hand,
and the Red Sports International, on the other, had many thon-
sands of members. Each of them possessed fine grounds,
stadiums, gymnasiums and swimming pools. . With the advent
of the Hitler regime, all this equipment was seized by the Nazis.
And to-day some newspapers in various countries actually claim
that it is Hitler who has given the young people all this sports
equipment for open-air recreation and physical culture.

It is interesting to note that under fascism the sports move-
ment in Germany is on the decline. At the end of 1932, unat-
tached and independent organisations had a membership of eight
millions ; in 1936, under Hitler, published figures showed a mem-
bership of five millions.

Before Munich a strong workers' sports movement existed ,
in Czechoslovakia, with 220,000 members belonging to the
section of the Labour Socialist Sports International, and 50,000 |
to that of the Red Sports International. After Munich, the
afliliated organisations of the Labour Socialist Sports: Intes-
national withdrew from the International. The Red Sports Inter-
pational no longer possesses many national sections. In most
countrics these have now affiliated to the L.SS.L to help unite the
workers' sports movement. i S : -, Lasei

But one section always remains in exisience, It is com-
posed of milliunds of young 1I'n~=n and b::mm, and ﬂ:_crh d
grows bigger and stronger. Ils mem excel in thewr vanous
branches of sport and hold many world mwﬁ -_.
section of the Soviet Union. The organisation has a total mem- =
bership of nearly 13 million young sports enthusiasts, of whom, =
including the junior teams, three millions are footballers, .two
million are interested in athletics, and there are iarecmalon =
women actively participating in Sports. Criadlof | aunde s

There are also two national movements which are
tached to any International, having great infiuence act
sports cnthusiasts in their respective countries., 1
Norwegian workers' sports movement with its. 80/ ,
and the Labour Sports and Gymnastics Federauon G
with its 160,000 members.

strong $¢

Before 1936 there was a § GO

Edut i

1

in Spain, with more than 70,
Labour Sports and Cultural Federation., In SPHiS DEGESS
ditions in Spain, those who are with all their .
to rid their country of Hitler's and Mussolind’s (IOUES SE
no means indifferent to the necessity :[ Ng PEOPS ¥ SIX
Such then, in brief, is the situation <
movement throughout the world, The esseniik
movement is the immediate realiSation, O RHIGE
unity. One must regret that cerfain ieaat
Socialist Sports International are still OpPOSRULIR
of this end. But we are con E’;T"“ i, SpIGION S
workers' sports' movement of the WOrlG Wil JOISsE
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