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Fascist Pirates
We call attention to this extract >~rom the open letter ad-

dressed by Comrade1 Trotsky to the Norwegian Minister of
Justice.

I have endeavoured to conform to the spirit and letter
of the conditions laid down for my stay in Norway, at least
in the wav in which I understood them... I am ready to ac-
cept a new interpetation of the conditions if I am convinced
that it is compatible with my dignity as a man and a writer.
I can only sign that which I well understand and which I can
really endeavour to acomplish... I have been accused by the
judiciary authorities of Moscow of being the organizers of ter-
rorisrc acts. If the Norwegian government considers it possi-
ble that I have abused my stay in Norway or even elsewhere
by such activity. I await the immediate issuance of a warrant
for my arrest. There is nothing I want more than the pos-
sibility of showing up, before a public judicial arena, this im-
mense crime, of the G. P. U. and its initiators. But if the
Norwegian authorities consider it impossible to intervene in
this a f fa i r , it is their duty —I repeat, the elementary duty
which need not even be qualified as democratic— to accord
me complete liberty to tell, by my own personal means, the
truth to world public opinion. The principal means of doing
this is through the press. Not to convey me to a Norwegian
tribunal and at the same time to deprive me of the possibi-
,iv of appealing to public opinion on a question that concerns
myself, my son, all my past and political honour, is to trans-
form the right of asylum into a veritable trap, and to clear
iho path for thc hangmen and slanderers of the G. P. U....»

How the Neutral Countries Keep Neutral

The following declartion was made to the press by John
Wilson of Liverpool, on his return to England from Spain
where he has been serving as a pilot in the Government air
force:

«If England were to send a ship to the Portuguese coast
to watch how Germany and Italy keep the non-intervention
asreemont. Spain would be saved from fascism. The aero-
planes aganst which I fought are German and Italian and
their pilots wear German and Italian uniforms. The German
officers don't even take the trouble to hide their swastikas.

I have been patrolling the Portuguese coast and have fre-
quently been impeded from dropping bombs on ships which Voluntary LaDOUr
were closely escorted by German ships, and if a bomb had
fallen by chance on one of them, it would have resulted in
serious international trouble.»

Fallawing its savage attack upon the coast town of Rosas,
which we described last, week, the rebel cruiser «Canaries»
appeared of: Aimeria and bombarded this capital for about
ten minutes, heowever without making any victims. Trese bom-
bardments of civil centers have no military va'ue.

Fine Conduct of the P. O. U. M. Troops

The other evenirg Colonal Villalba, chief of the Militia
operating on the Huesca front, called at the Executive Com-
mittee of the P. O. U. M. He enthusiastically expressed his ad-
miration and congratulation for the conduct and discipline
of the militias making up the P. O. U. M. columns around
Huesca. which have recently had successes in the Alcubierre
range.

A New Daily Paper of the P. O. U. M.

Starting last Monday our party has a new daily newspa-
per. «L'Espurna» will be published by cur comrades of the Ge-
rona district. Just as it did during its first epoc in the year
1933, «L'Espurna» will faithfully interpret the revolutionary
developments for the workers and peasants around Gerona.
Comrade Marti will be editor. We congratulate our Gerona
comrades.

French Jounalists in Barcelona

About 30 French journalists have arrived in Barcelona by
air. They were met by representatives of the Commission of Pro-
paganda. These journalists were welcomed by our comrades.
The object of this visit is to insure the facilities for sending
absolutely true and sincere reports about Spain to the papers
they represent. This will be another revolution in view of the
fascists lies that have hitherto decorated the foreign press.

They must think I am a hospital

Owing to a great number of anti-fascist citizens having
generously offered their services for the purpose of crush-
ing fascism, it has been absolutely necessary to set up a new
office to take care of the names given in for volutary work.

On Sunday, the 15th. of this month, the first of the vo-
luntary workers will be sent out from this office to begin buil-
ding fortifications in whatever part of Catalonia they may be
sent by the Defense Council. This is just one of the many
examples of the determination of the Catalan workers to
crush fascism.

With Arms We Shall Stop Fascism!

With the fascists concentrating their best forces around
Madrid, our forces should profit by the occasion to advance on
the other fronts. But we lack ammunition.

An artillery officer has just been relating his troubles to
us. «I got their machine gun nest on the third shot», he said,
«and, having the range, I wanted to destroy the whole house
so that they could not install another there. But they would
not let me use up more shells. We should have taken the whole
town a month ago; now they have had time to fortify it».

Comrades everywhere, do you understand? We can stop
the march of fascism. But we need arms.

I. C. S. I. G. / Barcelona (Espafla)
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CAPITALIST DEMOCRACY OR SOCIALISM
The Brusselles Congress defines the Issue

The resolution on Spam, voted by the Brussels Congress,
which we arc publishing elsewhere in this bulletin, won the
approval of our Anarchfst comrades of the uSolidaridad Obrerai>.
However, it has drawn the ire of the reformists of the «Treball»,
the newspaper of the Catalan Communists, \vho are so bitterly
attacking the P. O. U. M. and its revolutionary position. It i's
scarcely necessary to say that this resolution was drafted with,
minute care for historical accuracy and political justice.

What does is say regarding the attitude of the Soviet Govern-
ment towards the course of events i]n Spain- In the firts place
it states that the neutrality policy was initiated by the FrencTi
Peoples' Front and that this Peoples' Front was initiated by the
Communist International. Thf® is an historic fact that no one
can deny. Can anyone deny that the Soviet Government was
associated -with this mistaken nonintervention policy?

There has been a change in the attitude of the Soviet Go-
vernment, a change that we. as responsible revolutionary Mar-
xists, cannot be content just to welcome and praise, but must
explain, and interpret to the working c'ass. Has Stalin at last
understood the mistake which he made for two and a haf
months and has he now decided to correct it? That there was
a mistake is proved by the fact of its correction, and the
change of policy. Really the most important factor which has
di'ctated this change is the realisation on the part of Statin,
that Franco, with the bold aid of Hitler and Mussolini, would
win the civil war, thus reinforcing the political and strategic
positions of German fasci'sm, which Stalin holds as his mortal
enemy. The correction of the error was not dictated by the
desire to serve the interests of the Spanish revolution—although
Lenin would not have stayed neutral for a single minute —
but rather by a preoccupation with his foreign policy, the Ins-
tinct of se'.f preservation in face of the international forces. In
a word, the real interest of Stalin is not the fate of the Spanish
or international working class, but rather the defense of the
Soviet Goverment, by his policy of treaties with one block of
states against another.

In spite of this, the resolution 'Invites the workers of the
world to <nuphold all attempts of this kind)), which are capable
of being effective in the struggle against fascism. The working
class must oppose, however, any policy which would try to
alter the class character of the Spanish revolution or attempt
to limit it to the defense of the capitalist republic. Why do we
say this? Because the Soviet Governement brings aid to the
democratic republic and not to the socialist revolution. We do
not and cannot agree to this.

We are struggling with the Spanish workers for the So-
cialist revolution, not just for the democratic republic. Are we

going to hide our profound disagreement with the Soviet Go-
vernment, with the Communist International and with its
Spanish section? Not at all. That would be hypocritical and
criminal. We are not hypocrites and criminals, but responsible,
revolutionary Marxists. We hold a political line and we shall
defend it. We are responsible before the working masses and
before the revolution and we shall not fail.

We welcome the hetp of Soviet Russia, a little late, but
none the less valuable, but in exhange for this aid, we shall
never consent to divert the working class from its class duty
or to hold back the revolution. With aid or without it,' with
help or alone, faithful to Marx and Lenin, we shall fight to
the very end, to victory or to death, for the Spanish and for
the international socialist revolution.

RESOLUTION ON SPAIN
1) The Congress expresses its deepest solidarity with the

Sparish workers struggling against fascism. If they had only
to fight against the fascist forces of Spain, their victory would,
be certain; but they are fighting at present against the forces
of international capitalism, and especially those of the fascist
countries, Italy, Germany and Portugal.

2) Spain at the present time is the battlefield of the inter-
national working class. The Cor.gress is proud to note that the
workers of many other countries are fighting at the front beside
the Spanish workers; but individual acts of courage and de-'
votion are not sufficient. It is necesary that the entire working
class should participate actively in the struggle.

3) The Congress emphatically condems the so called «r.eu-
trality» policy which has been actually carried out until re-
cently by the International Trade Union Federation of Ams-
terdam, the parties of the Ilnd International and the go-
vernments in which they participate. It notes that the French
government, giving way before the pressure of the reactionary
French bourgeoisie and the fascist states, has taken the initia-
tive in establishing the real blockade against the Spanish revo-
lution, confirming once more the inability of the bourgeois
democracies to struggle effectively against national or interna-
tional fascism. The Congress condems this foreign policy of the
French Peoples' Front, a Peoples' front that was formed upon
the initiative of the Communist International itself.

The Congress likewise condemns the policy of the Soviet
government which felt it necessary to join in the deceptive
non-intervention agreement. It hopes that the present attitude
of the U. S. S. R. dictated by the fear of seeing Hitlerian -fascism
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ivinfonv its pol i t ica l and s t r n l r j u c n l positions, and broakm^
with its lormrr at t i t .udc of ncutra ity, will take1 Ihr fo rm < > !
c l f c c t i v r support of the Spanish revo lu t ion ; it calls upon the:
workers to support all e f f - r t s of this kind, while opposing any
policy which would change the class character of the Spanish
revolution, by l imit ing it to the defence of the bourgeois Re-
public.

Tl:e Congress likewise denounces the British government,
which, under cover of neutrality, has helped the Spnivsh fas-
cist forces. The deception of this policy becomes clear wher, it
is known that Germany, Italy and Portugal have furnished large
quantit ies of arms and munitions to the rebels.

41 The victory of Spanish fascism would have disastrous
conseqe-mos: it would reinforce fascist power in Europe start ing
with France; it would allow fascist Ita y and Germary to
dominate the western Mediterranean; it woud add to the danger
of a war against the Soviet Union and be the prelude to a new
world war.

5> The proletariat by its class action should force the im-
mediate raising of the embargo, should send at once by every
possible means whatever the Spanish workers r. eed in the way
of arms, munitions, raw materials, food stuffs, medical supplies,
etc.; should sabotage the sending of arms to ' the rebels; and
put an end to the fascist campaigns in the press, cinema, radio,
etc.

6) The Congress greets the dockers, railwaymen, steel
workers and others, who, in various places, have demonstrated
their solidarity with their Spanish brothers ard their hostility
to the polHica'. strangling of the Spanish revolution, by strikes
and the sabotaging of shipments of arms to the rebels.

It calls upon English, French and Belgian workers to per-
severe in this direction; to develope their struggle against the
bourgeoisie, the ally of Spanish fascism; and to break with
the policy of givirg way before fascism. The Congress calls upon
the international working class to help, by every means in its
power, the French working class, whose role and responsability
carry the greatest weight under the present circumstances.

7) The Congress proudly acclaims not only the Spanish
militia men who are fighting at the front, but also the workers
who are carryir.g forward the socialist revolution in the terri-
tories freed from fascism, particu'arly in Catalonia and the
Valencia districts, by taking over the land, factories, traspor-
tation, public utilities and the economy in general. The Congress
affirms that antagonism does not lie between capitalist demo-
cracy and fascism, but between socialism and capitalism. That
is why the Cor.gress stresses the need for the development of
the Spanish revolution through the mass organization of the
workers, soldiers and peasants for the final taking of power
and the building of a socialist society. It sees in the Spanish
revolution a new and important step toward the socialist world
revolution. It holds that the effective solidarity of the interna-
tional workirg class is a powerful lever for revolutionary action
and the taking of power in every land.

8) The Congress congratulates the Workers' Party of
Marxist Unification (P. O. U. M.) for the leading role which
it plays among the revolutior. ary Spanish workers and expresses
respect for its heroic leader, Joaquim Maurin, as well as for
the thousands of workers from all organizations who have fallen
in the struggle against international fascism and capitalism.

THE BARCELONA CONFERENCE
The Brusscl Congress decided to call an International Con-

gress at Barcelona in the near future, to include all the politic-
al and trade union organisations which accept the platform of
the Brussels Congress. The London Bureau and the P. O. U. M.
ha'.e been charged with the arrangements, for the conference.

The objective of this conference is to examine the conditions
and energetically to explore Ithe possibilities of creating a
really revolutionary international. The organization committes
is composed of Gorkin of the P. O. U. M., Schwab of the S. A. P.,
and Brockway of the I. L. P.

BRUSSELS CONGRESS
The f o l l o w i n g is a br ief n u m m a r y of the speech m a d e by our

Comrade G o r k i n , I n t e r n a t i o n a l S e c r e t a r y of the ! ' . O. \'. A! .
We h a v e necn the f a i l u r e o f bou rgeo i s democracy in S p a i n .

l l e f o r m i s t Sochi l i m n , l i n k e d u p w i t h bou rgeo i s d e m o c r a c y , h a *
met wi th the mi mo fate. The P o p u l a r Front pol icy ca r r i ed out
subsequen t , to the elec. t ions. b r o u g h t a b o u t the f a n c i - t r i s i n g of
J u l y 19th.

'The r e v o l u t i o n a r y ac t ion of the w o r k i n g manse.-) , h o w r - v i - r ,
po in ted t h e way to v i c to ry . The e v e n t s of I ) f r c r n i » > r , I'Jl'i. ' i « - t o ' , < r ,
1934 a n d . I n l y 19,36 h a v e been micces- ive n L a i r c H in the ; < f r n ^ i c of r . j ; r
w o r k i n g c lass , a n d them- c v c n t H h a v e v e r i f i e d o : i r p o l i t i c a l pos i -
t i o n w i t h regard t o t he S p a n i s h H i t u a t i o r i .

A f t e r a Hhort account of tho m i l i t a r y , p o l i t i c a l and social n i t -
n a t i o n f r o m the 19th. of . fn!y np to t h e p r c « c n i t i m e , ar .d a
s t a t e m e n t o f the reason for the I' . O . ( J . M . ' M e n t r y i n t o t h e Ca -
in b i n government , ( J o r k i n c o n t i n u e d b y H a y i n g t h a i t o d a y C a t a -
lon i a and r / e v a n t e are i n the. v a n g u a r d o f t he S p a n i s h r e v o l u t i o n .
The d i r e c t i n g order o f C a t a l o n i a in a C o u n c i l in w h i c h the m a j o -
r i ty in he ld by w o r k i n g c l a H H e lement* , w h i l e i n M a d r i d the tro-
vo rnmcn t J H of bourgeois tendencies , and its action in l i m i t e d
by the boumln of the bonrgeoiw democratic, republic,.

Touching the ( inont ion of a new ar rny, C o r k i n n a i d that the
I' O. U. M. m a i n t a i n e d that there can be no f | i ie,st . ion of recrea-
t ing an army of the bourgeois type l ike t ha t m a i n t a i n e d by bour-
geois democracy before the fascist r ising. We are not seeking to
constitute a regular army, but to establish a u n i f i e d c o m m a n d
and to create a new discipline, to which the workers wi l l f r ee ly
consent and which is to be in the h a n d s of the workers themsel-
ves as represented by their political committees in each column.
We want to from a lied Army which will make us cer ta in of mi-
l i ta ry victory over fascism. As to neutral i ty , a f t e r two months
of it, we can state that it has been a crime. A f t e r e x a m i n i n g the
position on this subject of Italy, C-ernmny and Portugal on one
band and France, England and tho Soviet Union on the other,
( iork in pointed out tbe reasons for the Russian change of atti-
tude and what i tp consequences are l ikely to be.

Our revolutionary anti-war position is one of peace assured
through the in ternat ional socialist revolution. To help the Span-
ish revolution it is necessary to mobilize the in te rna t iona l prolet-
ar ia t and exercise pressure on thier governments especially those
of France, England and Belgium in order to break the neutral-
ity policy; to sabotage the sending of war material to the rebels
and to see that it is sent to the revolutionaries; f i n a l l y to carry
on the campaign against the lying reports in the bourgeois press.
Whenever necessary strikes should be called

The Spanish revolution has had far reaching internat ional con-
pocmences. We must have a platform of internat ional revolutionary
action. In order to obtain this we must begin a regrouping of the
proletarian revolutionary forces which are by this time enlightened
on the subject of the failure of tho Ilnd. and Illrd. Internationals
and their policies.

As' we have said before the struggle at present going on in
Spain is not a struggle between fascism and bourgeois dcrr .n. ' racy
but a struggle between socialism and capitalism, in its mo?t - • . • r . ' i t
form, fascism. It must not be supposed even for a moment th ; . t -o-
cialism will not triumph in Spain. The Spanish revolutionaries a r t -
ready to fight to the bitter end for the sake of this t r iumph. But
this needs the help of the international proletariat which must
realize the nature of the struggle in Spain.

Fighters in the vanguard, the Spanish working class opens up
the way to tbe final liberation of the international proletar ia t , tho
way of the iiUernationvl socialist revolution. Political part ies and
factions, however email they may be, must take up a correct po-
sition with regard to the international situation. This wi l l be the
only way to acriuire for themselves the right to win over the mas-
Fes and help the international working class to take a new step
forward. A common resolution must be taken on the question of
lending sunport to the Spanish "revolutionary movement. This Con-
preFS will be a prelude to the regrouping of the revolutionary for-
ces of every land.

OTHER SPEECHES AT THE CONGRESS

Fenner Brockway, who presided at the Saturday mornig sess-
ion, said that the duty of the international working class and of
the governments supported by the working class was to help the
Spanish revolution from the very beginning. On the outcome of the
Spanish struggle depends the future of the working class of the
world in its struggle againt fascism. Without in any way c.etrac-
trin*? from the poble gesture of many foreiern workers in coming to
PTM, side by side with their Spanish comrades, it must be said that
this is not enough. Help from Russia has arrived, a little late; but it
may bear fruit yet.

T I I K SPANISH RKVOI.UTlON

N e n t i'.; i i ; y ha s n o t h i n g to do w i e h c l a n s w a r . I t had conic a n a
c o m p l e t e M i r p r i / . e t o t i i u i t h a t t h e p o p u l a r I ' r o u t , t o \ \ l i o a i c\e
h : i , I loolvot ) I'or a i d i n ihe S p a n i s h r e v o l u t i o n had been t h e f i r s t 1o
d o n , a n d the a p p l i c a t i o n o f the n e u t r a l i t y p r i n c i p l e . 'Today we wo
l u e S p a n i s h worke r s in c e r t a i n d i f f i c u l t i e s , o w i n g *.o the f ac t t h a t
the rebels h a v e been ab l e to sec t i ro a m p l e s u p p l i e s of a l l t h e w a r ma-
t e r i a l s w h i c h t he r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s t hemse lves l a ck . I t shou ld he u n -
ders tood t h a t to h e l p t he Spanish p r o l e t a r i a t is to begin work I'or
t h e f u t u r e world r e v o l u t i o n .

\Vo can expect n o t h i n g f r o n t the B r i t i s h g o v e r n m e n t wh ich i s
an a l l y of the Spanish fasc i s t s and the only t h i n g to do is to or-
gan i ze the B r i t i s h w o r k i n g class to f i g h t aga ins t the governnion t in
order to o v e r t h r o w i t . The secretary of the Engl i sh C o m m u n i s t
P . t r t y has sa id t h a t the masses in Spain a re no t l i g h t i n g fo r social-
ism hut for democracy. However , more has been done in C a t a l o n i a
in the economic and social H o l d s in the space of two m o n t h s t h a n
in K u s s i a in tho spaoo of two years , l i n t th is l i a s no t been e x p l a i n e d
t > i t ho i n t e r n a t i o n a l w o r k i n g class. The w o r k i n g class o f a l l coun-
t r i e s wou ld upho ld the S p a n i s h workers w i t h oven greater en thus-
i a sm i f they k n e w the r ea l n a t u r e o f the s t ruggle which in be ing
c a r r i e d on in S p a i n . By an i n t e r n a t i o n a l r eg roup ing we do not
orl.v moan h e l p i n g the Spanish workers, hnt p repar ing for the So-
c i a l i s t revolut ion.

Fol lowing Fennrr 11roek\vay'n speech, delegates wero nominated
to t ake part in the tasks of three commissions which it was de-
cided to form; one on the Spanish question, one on war, f u H c i u m and
imper ia l i sm, and one on tlic Russian question.

Maxton w a s President at the af te rnoon session. A f t e r he had
spoken against the a t t i tude of the Ur i t i sh Covernment in r e fus ing
to allow the P. O. I". M. delegate to enter the country, and ment-
ioned the unanimous protest raised by the British working class
ai r in t his t rea tment , our Comrade ( < o r k i n made his report on the
Spanish question. At the close of bis speech, the conference broke
into applause and the International was sung.

Ferrat ("One faire. .) said t ha t neu t r a l i t y had served as a l ine
of demarcation in tho Spanish question between the reformists and
the revolu t ionar ies . N e u t r a l i t y is a crime. The dangers of war arc
a lways used to prevent the development of the class war . A revolut-
ionary cannot hesi ta te in face of th is problem. The Blum (Jovcrnmcnt
car f a l l in e i ther of two w a y s : by the action of the w o r k i n g class
or by the oppor tun ism of its own notions. H a v i n g examined the con-
sequences of the fall of the Blum Government in bloth cases, Ferrat
said tli.it it knows no greater danger at the present moment than
the Kadica l -Socia l i s t s who want to take its place. If the French Com-
muni s t Party uses its slogans in order to a t tempt to bring about
the fall of the Blum Government, we must seize upon these slogans
and see that they are carried out. This will unmask the attitude of
the Communist Party. A Government which, while it expresses its
solidarity with the Spanish workers in their struggle has become
an agent of the very neutrality which is strangling those workers,
cannot be maintained any longer.

Apl in (I L. P.K criticised the positions of the Second and Third
Internat ionals and agreed with Ferrat's remarks. He voiced a prot-
est against Gorkin's expulsion from England.

Liebars (Belgium), said that the fundamental misKke had been
made in ler.ding the proletariat to believe that a borgeois Govern-
ment could send arms to help a workers' revolution.

Snetveliet (P. 8. K.. Holland), said that it was especially th?
Spanish civi l war which had decided the Revolutionary Socialist
Party of Holland to take part, in the present Congress. It is a na-
tura l consequences that Gorkin should have spoken of the next
Conference at Barcelona. The P. S. R. will also take part in t.Viia
In ihe Barcelona Conference the foundations of a new Internatio-
nal may be laid. We openly declare that preparatory technical and
tart io.nl work will be necessary. By preparing the theoretical ground
we shall contribute to the creation of the necessary organization.
A revolutionary international cri t icism of the events in Spain u
needed and details of these events must also be made known. Gor-
kin is r ight when he says: ..You cannot use empty phrases in revol-
ut ionary work... That is why we must have a complete documenta-
tion of the debates of the Executive Committee of the P. O. U. M.
He said that in his opinion, the resolution adopted is the least to
he expected of this Conference. He is not in agreement with those
who wish to take precautions with the «egg-shell china» of the
Blum Government. Any weakening of the revolution is inadmissible.
In a few words coTicerning the role of class organisations he said
that mass organisations are necessary for the complete taking of
power.

The Spanish Revolution has an extremely hard task before it,
but it cannot f a i l to c la r i fy a number of questions. In any case,
we must show no indulgence towards Stalinist deformation of our
ideology. If we do not reject it and recreate Marxist theory, enitrely,
then there is no future for the Revolution in Europe.

Many other comrades also spoke and we must ask their forgiveness

il they are not mentienod in this very brief summary.
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AT THE CONGRESS
The following organisations were represented at the

Brussesls Congress called by the International Bureau for
Revolutionary Socialist Unity.

1). Organisations a f f i l i a t e d to the International Bureau:
Workers Party of Marxist Unification, Spain. Independent

Socialist Party, Poland. Socialist Workers' Party, Germany.
Independent Labour Party, Bri tain, Socialist Party. Sweden.
Maxnnali.st Socialist Parly, I ta ly .

2 ) . Other organisations:
SPAIN: Column on the Arugon f ront ; «Comija l» of L e r i d a ;

O. N. T. of Tarragona.; Local Union of Tarragona; Won^T.-,'
Cultural Movement, of Barcelona; Iber ian Connir.mi.st Y o ; ; t , h ;
Syndicate of Insurance Workers, U. G. T.; Garment Workers
Union of Barcelona, Barcelona Aviation Section.

BRITAIN: War Resistcrs International; No More War
Movement; Colonial Liberties Group; R. S. P. G. S. of Edin-
bourgh.

GERMANY: The Youth Movement of the S. A. P.
NETHERLANDS: Revolutionary Socialist League; R. S. A. P
FRANCE: International Communist Opposition; «Que

Faire»; Gauche Revolutionaire; The Intellectuals' Vigilance
Committee; International Group against War and Militarism.

BELGIUM: International Socialist Anti-War League; Ger-
man Refugees.

U. S. A. :League for Revolutionary Workers' Party.
CANADA: League for Revolutionary Workers Party.
PALESTINE: Various Organisations.

RECOGNITION OF THE BURGOS JUNTA
As we go to press, the news crimes through that Italy and

Germany have recognised the Burgos Junta as the legal Gov-
ernment of Spain. Rome and Berlin, hasty and impatient,
are ready to go to any lengths to crush the new-born Spanish
revolution.

Can Hitler and Mussolini count yet again upon the pas-
siveness of the other European countries? Will the rest of
Europe continue to remain unmoved in the face of the
repreated provocations of fascism? There can be no doubt
about it. Hitler and Mussolini know that in politics the boldest
move wins, and they are acting in accordance with this
knowledge.

What remains to be seen is what attitude will be adopted
by the «democratic» countries who are gathered rour.d the
table in London proposing to put even stricter limits to the
help which the Spanish workers may receive from the pro-
letariat of other countries.

It can hardly be by ohance that the recognition of the
Burgos Junta should come just at the very moment when
these gentelmen in London have agreed to keep a watch upon
all ports of both Spains, to see that the non-intervention pact
is properly kept.

We know only too well that we are the only ones who
will suffer from the results of this watch. The states which
term themselves our friends will once more faithfully carry
out all the conditions of ttye pact. Afcd. in exchange. Hitler
and Mussolini will continue to act as they have always done
and enjoy complete immunity. Nodoby will dare to face up
to them or order them about.

In the face of the facts, it is clear that a great crime is
being committed by those who wish to prevent the revolutio-
nary action of the working masses, in the name of diplomacy.

The most successful means used by the reformists who
wish to disarm the workers have always been to group them
round the flag of national unity and drag them into impe-
rialist war or turn them over, bound hand and foot, to the
bourgeoisie.

There can be no doubt where the duty of all revolutionary
parties in such a contingency must lie. We must work with
the greatest speed and energy to prevent the working class
from falling into the trap, and guide it towards an inde-
pendant class action. Only a decided action in this sense can
prevent Mussolini and Hitler, aided and abetted by the bour-
geoisie of every land, from smothering our revolution.
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THE GROWTH OF THE WORKERS PARTY OF MARXIST UNIFICATION
THE P. O. U. M

Since the 19th of July our party has doub'ed its mem-
bership several times over. New recruits are continually
Joining, and on the occassion of almost every public ceremony
or mass demonstration r.ew groups are formed under the
guidance of our revolutionary slogans. Again last Sunday we
had fresh proof of the expansion of our party. In a general
assembly of the workers of the Peoples' House at Reus. six
hundred members joined the P. O. U M m a block

The workers of the Peoples' House at Reus had decided
that it was their duty as Spanish workers in these decisive
hours of history, to Join a party representing the interests of
their class. After a protrcted debate, during which the posi-
tions of the various workers' parties of Catalonia were care-
fully considered, the six hunderd workers of the Peoples
House came to the conclusion that the P. O U M was the
organization best suited to answer the needs of the class
struggle. The P. O. U. M., they decided, was the party winch
defended the revolutionary slogans most clearly, and they
agreed to enter our party. They sent a delegation to our local
committee and Comrade Nin, who was to speak at a meeting
at Reus that ever.ing, came to the Peoples's House and spoke
to the six hundred new members of the P O. U M

Comrade Nin pointed out that there were other workers
parties which were betraying the working class and its cause
«Tou have been active in workers' parties* he went on to
say, cwhile at the same time hoping that capitalist demo-
cracy would solve the problems that faced you as workers
Experience has shown you that this will never be the CUM-.
and once the workers understand this they will tear them
selves from the prejudices that keep them chained to the old
parties, ar.d join our ranks instead»

A great ovation greeted these words of our comrade S-\d more workers have realized th<*t the party ot the

Spanish revolution is the P. O. U. M and tr.eir enthusiasm
proved their solidarity with our principles.

THE P. O. U. M. AT MADRID
The section of our party at Madrid which, from the very

beginning of the fascist insurrection, has been m the fore-
front of the battle, has now intensified its activities in all
domains to an extraordinary degree, in face of the pressure
of the enemy on the fronts near Madrid It is thus carryn g
out its duties as a revolutionary organization.

During the last few days it has been busy strengthening
the positions of the combattants and point.ng the direction
to follow at all times. Every day new pasters brought out by
our party appear on the walls throughout Madrid, appeuhi.g
to all to fight to the end against the reactionary forces of
General Franco. Our leaders of the Madr.d section make
speeches every day from our broadcasting station. The enthu-
siasm and discipline of our militants of the Madrid section
remain magnificent, and the workers know very well that o..r
organization is at its revolutionary post.

As a consequence of its revolutionary activity and of the
situation in the capital, our Madrid Committee has addressed
to the Defense Council a request that a responsible post
corresponding to the importance of its activity be given to
the P. O. U. M. The following letter was sent to the Defense
Council:

«To the President of the Madrid Defense Council and to
all the organizations represented in the same:

Comrades,
This Council having been constituted in circumstances

and for ends known to all, it is necessary that our party be
conceded representation in this organization corresponding to
our activities. In reality, it is difficult to undertand how a
party whose revolutionary position in face o. the civil war
is dailg gathering more credit in the eyes of the workers

AT THE FRONT

Upper It'ft a peasant I'ieu'ing the desolation.
h'ront near Huesca, Lou

and the mass of people, .should have been excluded from the
Council.

Whatever may be t h e d i f f e r e n c e ot opinion existing
between us and other polit ical organizat iot s on the interpre-
tation of the antifascist struggle and concerning the f u t u r e
of the revolution, it is certain that our mil i t ias have been fighting
from the beginning at the fronts of Huesca. Teruel. Sigiienza
and the south of Madrid, with the necessary firmness and
discipline. Finally, differences of opinion cannot and should
not authori/e any political organization still less of a

: the entry to Mount Aragon. Center: on the Ara-
corners: the defense of Madrid

w o r k i n g cla.s.s n a t u r e t" ret use our party participation in
the direct ion ol the a n t i l a s c i s t s t ruggle , while more and more
milit iamen are being demanded dai ly for the bat t le front.

We h< pe. Comrades, tha t you w i l l g i v e your attention to
this pe t i t ion , or at least let us know your opinion on this
concrete problem.

Revolutionan greet ings».
Not only h a \  our Coinrnde> not been granted represen-

t a t i o n on the D t l e n . M 1 C m i i n i l . but t h e i r pe t i t ion has remained
unanswered

They have suffered still other ill treatment. Without a
word of explanation of any kind, «P. O. U. M.», the weekly
organ of our party at Madrid, has been suppressed. This
measure leaves us completely bewildered. We are unaware
of what objection the Defense Courcil can have to our Ma-
drid paper. From the very first issue it had always been
submitted to the censorship of the rcivil government, which
never saw fit to take any measures against it.

However, in spite of this, our party knows its revolutionary
duty, and to provide the people with a guiding organ during
these vital moments, it has changed one of our other papers,
«The Red Pighter», into a daily. This paper was started as
the organ of the our militias operating on the Alcarria Front,
as a weekly. It now has a daily issue of more than 35,000
copies which are given out almost entirely gratis, to the
fighting forces for the good of the civil war and of the
revolution.

Many people from other political parties have deserted
Madrid at this moment of crisis. For this very reason, the
Executive Committee of the P. O. U. M. has sent two of their
best know members, Comrades Andrade and Gorkin, to Madrid
to reinforce the local action of our section there. We are sure
that the comrades struggling so heroically at the center front
will welcome the representatives of the Executive Committee.
Their presence should set an example and go to show that we
ot the P O. U. M. see the struggle as a whole, and are ready
to stand by our posts to the end — to conquer or die.

THE AGRARIAN PROGRAM
OF THE P. O. U. M.

Last Sunday, November 15th, an important gathering took
place in Barcelona. This was a meeting called by the P. O. U. M.
10 discuss the land question and to lay the foundations for a
pew agrarian program. The slogans which are to be pressed by
our party and solutions to various problems were under
discussion. In the face of present developments In the social
end economic life of Catalonia, it is vitally necessary to adopt
a definite line of action with regard to our agrarian policy.
The meeting was well attended and included delegations from
ever fifty different villages. The debate turned largely upon
the social question of the distribution of the land.

After a prolonged study, the Agrar.an Comissiou of our
party has adopted a program for the solution of the land
question. The report as finally approved, contained the follow-
ing points.

1. All land property should be nationalised.
2. The socialisation should be in the hands of the Peasant

Unions, through their general organisation.
3. The socialist land should be distributed for cultivation

according to the needs of the peasants who have been work-
mp it.

4. The present small proprietors should continue to work
the land which they have been cultivating, no peasant, however,
being allowed to hold more land than he and his family can till.

5. The peasants should own the fruits of their labours,
the only intermediaries between the producer and the consumer
being the Unions and the Cooperatives.

6. The collectivisation of the land should be encouraged
and technical and economic assistance provided.

7. Realising that education plays an important part in
achieving collective cultivation, we urge the creation of model
farms which should be provided with modern technical equip-
ment, in order to demonstrate the superiority of scientific coop-
eration over indiviual cultivation.

The agrarian secretariat of the P. O. U. M. is to be re-
organised in order to guide our members and the peasant
masses in general, according to this program.
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Tlvis draft , bavin;: been definitely approved and accepted
us a thesis, the Party accordingly declared thai it would be
elective throughout Spanish territory and would serve as the
basis for a program dealing with the agrarian question in the
regions around Catalonia.

Finally, the reconstruction of the agrarian secretariat of
the P. O. U. M., was carried out, representatives being appoint-
ed from the following districts: Lerida, Tarragona, Corona,
City of Barcelona. Barcelona district. Levante, and Aragon.
Comrade Armengol was appointed permanent secretary.

During the course of the afternoon, the above-ment-
ioned commission held its first meeting, and expressed points of
view with regard to its future action.

We do not have to insist on the importance or the land
problem to the future of our revolution. The solution of this
problem must preserve the alliance between the workers and
the peasants, without which the revolution would be lost. We
arc not among those who are confused by the vacilations,
the disorders and the mistakes that characterize the present
situation, and always accompany a period of deep social chan-
ge such as we, now are living through. But it is the duty of
a revolutionary party to turn all its forces toward directing the
spontaneous action of the masses; we must direct this action
to concrete achievements which satisfy the aspirations of the
people. We must strengthen the new social order and save it
from the dangers which threaten it.

We do not vacillate in proclaiming that ^ would lead to
catastrophe to continue the state of affairs now prevailing in
a good part of the Catalan country-side. Under the policy of
forced collectivization, practiced by some irresponsible terror-
ist groups, th confidence of the peasants is undermined. This
will end in their refusal to sow and cultivate; it will end in
hostility toward the new order on the part of a very important
section of the population, which is now struggling with us
against fascism and demonstrating unquestioned sympathy for
the cause of the workers revolution.

In short this policy of forced collectivization of landi is
counter-revolutionary, because it destroys the indispensable
alliance between workers and peasants, undermining the
foundations of our economy, threatening the country with
hunger and misery, and creating a social atmosphere quite
contrary to the cause which we defend. This state of affairs
must be ended. It is a question of honor for the workers organ-
izations to see that this is done. The progress of the revolut-
ion and the needs of the struggle demand it. We have stated
that without exception it will be necessary to respect the
work of the small cultivators, and we cannot consent to let
our solemn promise be converted into a passing word.

Therefore, aclear and definite agrarian policy is neces-
sary. With this conviction, our party has taken an important
step, presenting in its recent agrarian conference the basis of
an intessigent policy, capable of solving the present agrarian
situation. It is the duty of all our militants, especially in the
agricultural regions, to turn their careful attention to this
problem, working untiringly, propagating the program of the
P. O. U. M. among the peasants and putting themselves on
their side defending them against counter-revolutionaries.

HELP PROM SWEDEN

The subscription openeo by the Swedish General Federat-
ion of Labour and gathered from the union membership, for
the victims of Spanish fascism, has reached 124,000 Swedish
crowns.

Subscribe to «The Spanish Revolution*
The price is two pence of five cents: it many be ordered

from The Independent Labour Party, 35 St. Bride St., London.
The Marxist League, 238 Edgeware Road, London W 2.
The Socialist League, 3 Victoria S., London.
The Labor Book Shop, 28 E. 12eh. St. New York City and
The Y. P. S. L., 549 Randolph St., Chicago, 111.
Or you may write direct to us at 10 Rambla de los Estu-

dios, Barcelona, Spain.
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Obeying the orders of their re;,pective ^oYeriimenls, t h<-
Italian and German Consulates have closed their does. The
biddings which they occuiipied in Barcelona have been quickly
vacated. Yesterday the Italian Consulates retained only its
shield and the German not even that. These conciliates, which
aided the flight of so many fascists, the.se consulates which
turned themselves into centers of conspiricy and f.'i.scist spying,
have now disappeared. We arc not disappointed; on tlv con-
trary. Thus an end is def in i te ly put to the n.rtivi;.if;; of i n d i -
viduals who abused the hospitality given them by the Span-
ish workers.

POLITICAL RIGHTS AT 18
Ever since its foundation, one of the chief aims of the

Iberian Communist Youth, the youth section of the P. O. U. M.
hat. been to obtain political and civil rights for all working
youth over the age of 18 years, regardless of sex. This has
always been among the aims of revolutionary Marxist youth
throughout the world.

The only country* to put this slogans into practice up to
the present was bolshevik Russia. The triumphant revolution
of 1917 kept its promise to free working youth and and give it
full rights. It was among the aims of the Spanish democratic
revolution, along with such other elementary measures as
dividing the land among the peasants and granting equality
to women. In spite of this the Republican capitalist class in
Spain sabotaged the measure in favor of youth, along with the
others. In the twentieth century the middle class have ceased
to be revolutionary. They are incapable of achieving even minor
reforms in the existing social order, nvich less any basic
reconstruction.

In spite of our warning to the young workers and peasants
that capitalist democracy would only bring them further poverty
hard-ship and oppression, and that only road to freedom
lay through the victorious revolution, the reformist youth
movement insisted on pinning their faith to the Repu-
blican government. Their illusions were soon shattered. When
the constitutional parliament faced the question of political
rights for the young workers, over 18 years of age, all the
socialist and reactionary members voted solidly against it. Here
wai, proof that the capitalist feared the young workers. The
inability of the capitalist and reformist politicians to find a
progressive solution was glaringly demonstrated.

Now the revolution has changed everything. Comrade Nin
01 the P. O. U. M.,the Minister of Justice in the Council of
the Generality of Catalonia, announced last week that his
proposal for the granting of -"ull political rights to all young
workers over 18 years of age had been sanctioned by the
Council as a decree. By this measure the Council of the
Generality has done justice.to the young fighters of Catalonia,
who saved Barcelona from fascism on July 18th and who
continue to defend the revolution at the front.

The Iberian Communist. Youth are now working to obtain
f v r all the young workers of Spain the same rights as have
been accorded to the young workers, soldiers and peasants of
Catalonia.

INTERNATIONAL BULLETIN
The Workers Party of Marxist Unity has decided to bring

out bulletins in .four different languages— English, Pranch,
German and Italian. These bulletins will appear fortnightly.

T H E BEST D E F E N S E AGAINST
W A R A N D F A S C I S M I S

T H E SPANISH R E V O L U T I O N
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T h e N e w S c h o o l
PART THREE

An interview with the secretary of the Council of the New Unified School (C. E. N. U.)

To supplement our previons articles on the new educational
organization, we reproduce an interview with Comrade Juan
Hervas. a member of* the P. O. U. M. and Secretary of the
C. E. N. U. He gave us the following facts on the work which
the C. E. N. U. is undertaking, on the difficulties ensountered
and on the pratical tasks already achieved.

Comrade Hervas. although still young, is a veteran of the
Trade Union struggles. He and Comrade Adroher were the
founders of the Catalan Federation of Educational Workers
ond. ever since, have taken an active part in the work of that
organization.

In 1931, Comrade Hervas participated in the preparation
and organisation of the first teachers' strike for improved
conditions, to which they were Justly entitled.

He replied willingly to all our questions, and we give below
all the main points of our conversation.

—What exactly is the aim of the Council of the New
Unified School?

—The C. E. N. U. is a result of the victorious revolution.
It was formed on the demand of the P. E. T. E. (Spanish
Federation of Educational Workers) to control all education
whether Church. State or private.

—Has it achieved those ends?
—Not quite. We had to yield unwillingly in face of the

arguments put up by the Minister of Culture, Ventura Gassol;
that the confiscation, of all the educational services should not
bo carried out at this time when both Barcelona and Madrid
are struggling against Fascism. This means, of course, that we
arc under a provisional regime.

—What work have vou achieved since the formation of your
committee?

—In the three months of our existence we have succeeded
in overcoming enormous difficulties.

We have established a general curriculum for all the schools
in Catalonia. I will outline these proposals which are frankly
revolutionary.

We have instituted a system of classification according to
their abilities of children who have reached the age of fifteen.
Some will go to Apprentice-ship schools, thence to become
industrial workers. Others will pass to the Vocational Schools
to learn a skilled trade. Certain pupils will enter the Intermed-
iate Technical Schools, which will displace the old dis-
credited colleges, and after some years will leave as doctors'
assistants, pharmacists, etc.

The advanced students can go to the Higher Technical
Colleges or to the University; In this realm also we have
introduced radical changes, the University becoming a centre
of Pure Science. Thus the biologist will henceforth come from
the Universitary and the doctor from the Teshnical College; the
educational expert will be a product of the University and the
teacher of the Technical College.

—What else have you done?
—We have appointed more than two thousand teachers

for the unified schools of Catalonia. You know, of course that
on one hand, a large number of children used to go to Church
schools, and on the other hand, many did not attend any school
at all. You remember our poster; «Not a single child without
school accommodation by October Ist.» The following figures
vull illustrate the immensity of our tasks.

In Barcelona, -:or example, there are 185.000 children bet-
ween the ages of 3 and 14. Last year, of this number, only
115.000 attended school. The children may be classified thus:

i Barcelona
1 Schools

No. of Children

Percentage ot
total

State
Schools

33.000

l«°/o

Private
Schools

52,000

28°/o

Church
Schools

30.000

16 °/0

Not attending
schoools

70.000

38°/0

The figures for the rest o; Catalonia, as you may supose.
are similar.

—How did you displace the religious orders in the educ-
ational field?

—This was the most pressing problem. You must under-
stand that the first step was to find the necessary premises
to house the extra classes composed of the 33 % of children
who had never attended school. That is why the achievement
of educational reform, apart from the confiscation of religions
schools, has all been accomplished by means of a .seoreuiriat
of buildings which is directed by Corade Albert. In Barcelona
alone we have set up more than eighty educational groups.
Outside of Barcelona, this problem is practically solved. One
thing is centain; that is that the future of these children will
no longer be such a problem, since, having followed the cur-
riculum of the C. E. N. U. they will not start life without being
equipped! for the trade, carreer, or profession best suited to
their abilities.

I must assure you that we have some worries as far as
Barcelona is concerned. It is not desirable to allow so many
children, living under fearful conditions, to remain in the large
city. But when the war is finished we will realise a plan which
we have often discussed with Comrade Colomer; it is to transfer
the excess pupils to the fresh air in the forest and the sea-
shore. We intend to construct two educational colonies at an
expense of 15 million pesetas in the Park of the Citadel of
Montjuich. Besides we will take the children by rail to various
school centres which we have already instituted at Castellde-
fels, Mongat and Sardanola. One day soon we shall put these
plans into practice. Already, it is possible to say that the Re-
volution of July 19th has done more in two months than the
Republic did in the six years of its existence.

It is necessary also to state.that our council has made some
important decisions on the question of salaries. We would like
the Madrid Government to consider the subject and to agree
to the teachers being given annual salaries of 3,000 pesetas.
We have pointed out before that while a po'iceman receives
360 pesetas per month, the average teacher's salary is only 235
pesetas per month. We expect that this question will be solved
at the earliest possible moment.

—How have you treated the question of the entry of workers
into the higher educational centres?

—It is a question to which I have given a great deal of
thought, from the point of view of principle. Our Committee
of Technical Education has elaborated a plan to allow workers
access t omore advanced studies. The student will be considered
as a worker and will receive his wages. This decision has been
made and will certainly be put into practice.

We need large numbers of technicians in Industry and
Commerce. We have a plan to create a Polytechnical Institute
which, thanks to its special short courses, will allow all workers
with a moderate education to follow advanced studies.

—Have you any other plans?
—Certainly. Educational problems are of except'onal im-

portance in revolutionary periods. ,We attack all the principal
teaching traditions. We must build a new education, and often
we have but scanty equipment with which to work. But we
have plenty of the chief material—the will to conquer. All the
members of the C. E. N. U. have begun the task, and with the
aid of all the working class of Spain, they will carry to com-
pletion the work of building anew, of creating a new people
for a new world, a worldl of free workers in the Socialist so-
ciety.

Education is the Basis
of the New Society
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A Shock Batallion from
the Madrid P. O. U. M.

Besides our forces which have been operating so brillantly
on. the centre fronts, a special shock batallion has now been
consti tuted by the P. O. U. M. section in Madrid. The task of
this new force will be to occupy all the most dangerous positions
and always to go into action where the fighting is at its thickest
The shock troops will be organised by comrade Mica Etchebc-
here, the wife of our comrade Hipolito Etchcbehero the chief
of the Madrid motorised column on the Sigiicnxa front who
was killed by the fascists. Comrade Mica is now carryng on his
work. This brave girl was one of those comrades trapped by
the racists in the cathedral at Sigiienza who managed to
escape under cover of durgness pursued by a hail of machine-
gun bullets and reach our lines in safety by a miracle of courage
and resourcefulness.

The Jews in Palestine Send
Help to Spanish Workers

The Jewish Socialists of Palestine have contribued to a
fund set up by the General Federation of Labour, in aid of the
Spanish Socialists. In the streets, red placards have been posted
up appealing to the generosity of the Jewish workers, to help
th*' Spanish workingclass in its struggle against Fascism. They
have already sent an important sum of money to the Barcelona
Trade Unions.

Radiograms to Franco
Our readers will be amused to hear that the Spanish

government has intercepted radiograms addressed to General
Franco from various individuals in European and South
American countries in which they offer him their warmest
congratulations on his conquest of Madrid!

We wonder what monsensical conoctions the foreign press
has served up again to-day corcerning our struggle in Spain?

The Position of Foreigners in Spain
According to a recent order issued by the Minister of

Labour and Public Works of the Generality of Catalonia, any
foreigner who has not appeared for work for two consecutive days
without good reason, or has not been mobilised nor offered
hmiself for active service, shall be deported.

This order is of a revolutionary nature, (which surprises
is. considering its source) and we are in complete agreement
w.th the spirit it expresses. It should not, howver be limited to
foreigners.

Anyone who fails to work, or does not work the required
hours, or sabotages the new social and economic order for
which our comrades are giving their lives at the front and for
which we are giving the best of our energy 'and efforts behind
the lines, should instantly be deported and in certain cases
punished. Failure to work for the Revolution Is, indirectly,
help for Fascism. But to make discriminations between foreign-
ers and Spaniards calls forth our indignant protest as com-
munists. To us there are no foreign or Spanish workers.
Differentiation of this kind comes from the bourgeoisie, who
use- their demagogy to pit the workers of one country against
thy workers of another. The proletariat knows no distinctions
or frontiers except the frontiers of class.

Te Executive Committee of the P. O. U. M. has decided
to carry out a campaign in the Spanish press and approach
the Governmental bodies in order to obtain the rigth to Span-
ish nationality for all foreign comrades who are etither fighting

1 the front or doing any work in connection with the anti-
•- . . ' -An struggle.

D r\w i

Hospitals and Health Conditions
Doctor Tusso, the P. O. U. M. comrade who is at. the head

of the Health Comissiou arid occupied the post of Councillor-
Repistrar of Health for Catalonia, has recently been very active
making hospital and housing reforms. He has taken over two
disused churches to be t ransformed into hospitals, one for
t rea t ing tuberculosis and the other for incurable di.sea.ses. 5000
beds are still lacking in Barcelona. Tusso i.s also organising
4 polyclinics for the t reatment of urgent cases.

Another scheme which he ha:-; .s<l o;i foot ;;; the s fnding out,
of numerous teams, e^ch composed of one doctor, one architect,
one statistician and onc designer, to GO -Tom house to hou.se
siudying the housing conditions in Barcelona. When f u l l
reports have been made, they will be passed on to the Town-
planning Council iihich will remedy bad conditions ar early as
possible. This work is already well under way in the 5th. district.

Other subjects with which our comrade Tusso is dealing
sre various cases which have come to his notice of the watering-
down of mlk, so dangerous to the health of children. Tusso has
imposed a fine of 1000 pesetas on all retail dealers found
guilty of this offence together with the penalty of having their
shops closed down for the space of one month; while any
wholesale dealer will have to pay 25uOO pesetas. Under no
consideration will these fines be diminished.

WE SHALL WIN
BUT WE NEED ARMS!
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The Working Class and the Recognition ol the Spanish Fascists
The announcement that the fascist governments of Italy

and Germany have recognized the so-called national Junta
of Burgos, the governing body of the Spanish fascist forces,
oath clarifies and complicates the international political si-
tuation. At present we are not going to comment on this
change in the European political setting, but will con-
sentrate on considering the situation from the point or view of
the international working class movement.

We have continually maintained, against those who
would give a Spanish appearance to our struggle, that its
scope is not Umited to a struggle between «Spanish» fascism
and ((Spanish)) capitalist democracy. Tlie international war
between the working class and fascism is being fought out
in our country. It is the workers' revolution against the
capitalist counter-revolution.

The capitalist states, with Italy, Germany and Portugal
at their head, have from the beginning of the civil war lent
their determined support to the party of Franco and the
other reactionaries of the Spanish counter-revolution.

On one side and the other, both parties have understood
that the struggle taking place in Spain is a class struggle of
international scope and significance. On the edge of the
workers's movement, the reformist bureaucracies, such as the
Second and Third Internationals, have insisted upon inter-
preting our revolution as a struggle of the working class 'M
support of the bourgeois democratic republic.

A large vart of the international work of the P. O. U. M.
has been concerned with the unmasking of this falsehood.
In the interviews of our comrades with the foreng press
correspondents, in our radio broadcasts in French, Italian,
Russian, English, Polish, German and so on, in our corres-
pondence with workers' organisations in various countries
and in our foreign language bulletins edited by the interna-
tional secretariat of the P. O. U. M.. our party has clearly
stated that we and the Spanish working class are fighting
not for capitalist democracy, but for the socialist revolution,
for the dictatorship of the working class and for the Union
of Iberian Socialist Republics.

The work of the P. O. U. M. in the recent Brussels Con-
gress against War and Fascism, in which the correct position
toward our revolution for the revolutionary workers through-
out \the world was discussed, was an undeniable triumph
for our point of view, not only because the delegates came
away convinced that our political line was correct, but also
lecause the lies and poison published by the two branches
of the Stalinized press have greatly confused the internation-
al workers' movement and our work at Brussels was able
to clarify this situation.

The action of the Italian and German governments is a

logical consequence of their position. They are helping their
k.ind. By giving Spanish fascism the moral support of re-
cognising the Burgos Junta, they are strenthening their own
political alliances. However, there are other aspects of the
situation which are less logical. There are the Socialists in the
Secmd International who stand for neutrality toward the
Spanish struggle and there is the Third International and
the Soviet Union who disarm the working class by saying
that the Spanish workers are fighting for capitalist demo-
cracy.

The international worktng class ought to anticipate the
declaration of war, unloosing the socialist revolution. That
is the only way to save ourselves from war. The only possible
escape for the international workers' movement in these cru-
cial moments, is to break loose with their revolution and
march forward to the taking of political power. If this
power is left in the hands of the capitalists it will
throw them headlong into an imperialist war, frnperialist even
to those countries which will limit themselves to defending
their colonial interests.

The international workers' movement should come to the
aid of our revolution, sending men and arms, and carrying
through the Socialist revolution in their own countries. Only
thus can they prevent their respective capitalists classes from
imposing «neutrality» as their international policy, and stop
them bringing secret help to Franco and his fascists.

He is terribly deaf,
is'nt he?

Yes. Almost English.


