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NEWS AND NOTES

An American, Editor of LA BATALLA

An American comrade, Joseph M. Escuder, who was
affiiliated with the Revolutionary Workers’ League in New
York, has arrived and taken up his new position as managing
editor of LA BATALLA, the central organ of the P. O. U. M.
He has brought to it the snappy journalistic set-up, so fam-
iliar to American and English readers, but little krown in
Spain. The 30.000 Barcelona readers of LA BATALLA are
now greeted each morning with the most attractive paper
in Spain.

The P. O. U. M. Press

Beside its Central Organ, LA BATALLA, the P. O. U. M.
has twenty five publications today, including six local daily
papers and several week ies ard such special organs as the
four foreign language bulletins. Since last July the press of
the P. O. U. M. has undergone a prodigious development.
All of these publications are directed by tried, responsible
militants, impregnated with the general political line of the
party and. with the fundamental problems of the war and
the revolution. Surday, January 17th, they all gathered at
the editor.al offices of LA BATALLA in a press conference
of the P. O. U. M.

The problems of publicity and education in the present
revo'utionary situation, as faced by the party press, as well
as the question of the so-called anti-fascist papers that have
been turned into the organs of other parties by reformist
manoeuvres, were discussed. Plans were made for technical
improvements which will make the press of our party worthy
of the revolution.

After Franco

With great enthusiasm, the workers of Castillanroy (r.ear
Huesca) have organized a new section of the P. O. U. M., in
a part of Aragon recaptured by the workers militia. At the
same time the youth have gathered into the ranks of the
revolution by setting up a section of the Iberian Communist
Youth.

New York Comrades

A comrade serving in the militia on the Aragon Front,
M. Leszez, wants to get in touch with his brother, Joseph
Lesh, whom he thinks may be known by members of the Soc-
ialist Party in Brooklyn. Please send any information to
this office.

MORE PAMPHLETS ON SPAIN

Why Bishops Back Franco by John McGovern, M.P. A
very readable 12-page pamphlet on the position of the church
in Spain. Recommended for those who talk of «Red atrocities
against the Church.» Price, two pence — half penny post free
or 1/6 a dozen from the Socialist Bookshop, 35, St. Bride street,
London, E. C. 4.

Spain’s Challenge to Labour by H. N. Brailsford. Brailsford’s
offensive against non-intervention. Published by the Socialist
League, 3, Victoria Street, London S. W. at one penny.

Br.tish Medical Aid for Spain. This is a graphic, illustrated
account of the work of the unit in Spain. Profits on the pam-
phlet go to the B. M. A. funds. Price 3d. from the «News Chro-
nicle», London.

A Lead to World Socialism. The interesting report of the
Brussels Congress against War and Fascism. The speeches
of Comrades Julian Gorkin and Fenner Brockway are given
i full. For revolutionary socialistas who desire to understand
the world situation today and especially the true position of
the Spanish workers’ struggle .‘or fredom. Published by the In-
ternational Bureau for Revolutionary Socialist Unity, 32 pages
price 6d. Write to the I. L. P. or to our Editorial offices for
stupplies.

Council of the Province of Valencia

The Council of the Province of Valercia has been formed
with the following arganizations participating: five seat to
the <. N. T. (the Anarcho-Syndicalist Unions), five to the
U. G. T. (Socialist Unions), one to the F. A. I. (the Anarchist
Federation), one for the Left Va'encians, two for the Valencia
Left, ore for the Socialist Party, one for the P. O. U. M., one
for the Syndicalist Party, and one for the Republican Union.
The Communist and Spanish Republican Left Parties have
not designated their representatives because they would not
accept each a single seat on the Council.

The first meeting was presided over by the Governor who
appaocir.ted Comrades Miro of the C. N. T. and Carbonero of
the U. G. T. as vice-presidents. Comrades Sixto Rabinat of
the P. O. U. M. was named as secretary, A committee was
appointed to suggest the distribution of the portfolios.

New Council of Castellon Province

On January 18th, the new provincial Council for Caste--

llon was formed with three representatives of the U, G. T,
three of the C. N. T, and one each of the following parties:
Communist, Socialist, Left Republican, Iberian Anarchist Fed-
ertat.on and P. O. U. M.

Fleeing from the Fascists

The morale of fascists is best shown by the desertion of
soldiers from their ranks. The number coming over is sur-
prizing in view of the dangers and ditficuities involved.

Usually the soldiers bring their guns with them. They
come under cover of darkness and now of the dense winter
fog. wsometimes they get away by leaving their gun behind
them and pretending to go out in search of kindling wood.
That is an ordinary event, but the other day we had a curious
case.

In the advance lines of the Batallion of Manresa, which
holds a part of the Huesca sector, a soldier presented himself
with Jour guns, two hand grenades, and four gun locks. The
militiamen were surprized to see a man so heavily loaded, es-
pecially since the fascists are Kkeeping a close look-out to
prevent desertions.

He explained himself in this way. «There were many occa-
sions when I could have come over with just my own gun, but
I thought that would not be enough. I waited for a chance to
bring four guns. I almost gave up that plan though, because
they watched me too closely.

«The fascists have imposed a reign of terror more bar-
barous than you can imagine», he said, «Only a stubborn per-
son can resis; it. Perhaps you can bear to see a man shot, but
not children. I never used to believe the accounts of fascists
cruelty in other countries, but now I can. I brought you four
guns and myself and that was the best I could do. Bu please
don’t make me talk about those sad things. Let me forget
them.»

These were the words of a soldier who had lived several
months under fascism.

For the International Working Class

In the attack on the Apiés hills and the village of Lierta
which, in co-operation with other P. O. U. M. forces and with
the Red and Black column of the C. N. T. we carried out
on the 5th January, our Swiss comrade, Gregor Bobiloff and
our Czech comrade, Rudolf Hables were Kkilled.

They have given us all an example of true revolutionary
youth. They left their good positiors, their fathers, mothers
and children, and, under great difficulties and without docu-
ments, they crossed the various frontiers, in order to he'p
their Spanish brothers in the struggle against Fascism.

We will avenge them!

The P. 0. U. M. Shock Batallion, ROVIRA, Huesca Front
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The International Working Class Rallies
Around the P. 0. U. M.

With every day that passes we receive new
cvidence of the interest of revolutionary groups and
parties everywhere in the Spanish revolution. Their
interest is not confined to the armed struggle. It is
primarily concerned with the scope of the revolution
itself and the position taken by the various parties
that claim to represent the working class.

This is the first revolution to succeed since the
Russian revolution. It is natural that our experience
should command attention and that its development
should be carefully watched as a model for the revo-
lution in other contries and for the building of the
new society. The campaigns being waged against
our party both in Spain and elsewhere have served
to quicken more than ever the feeling of solidarily
with our party as the only one standing for the true
interests of the revolution. The events surrounding
the recent change of government in Catalonia have
brought us the collaboration of all independent
revolutionary Marxist parties and groups.

Everyone is aware that there are a great many
separate and independent Marxist organizations in
the workers movement. Until the present time their
unity has been impossible due to their different in-
terpretations of certain problems. Due to their sec-
tarian outlook, it has been difficult for them even
to work together in united fronts for specific purpo-
ses. The P.O.U.M. represents the only independent
Marxist party playing an important role in this revo-
lution. Our party, in fact, reflects the aspirations of
all those sections of the international workers’ move-
ment desiring a revolution and a new socialist society,
without however repeating the mistakes of social de-
mocracy or Stalinism.

The attack on our party awakened from their

stupor many sectarians and monopolists of Bolshevik
truth. It has made them see that in spite of the errors

they claim to find in the general line of our party,
the leadership and influence of the P.OU.M. is the
only effective guaraniee for the future of the inter-
national working class movement. The fact remains
that the Workers' Party of Marxist Unity represents
the hopes of independent revolutionary Marxism
which is reacting against the errors of the traditional
werkers’ parties and which desires to raise again the
revolutionary morale and to lead it effectively to the
building of the new society.

Just as this commenced to be understood, a world
wide campaign was launched against the P.O.U.M.
with the object of strangling the activity of our in-
dependent Marxist party. This has resulied in drawing
together all the independent parties, groups and in-
dividuals in defence of our party. This is, to us, a
most encouraging sign for the future of the working
class.

Since the very first we have pointed out the im-
portance of the Spanish revolution to the world mo-
vement. This is irue in many ways and one of the
most important is the role of our party, as a general
representative of minority tendencies in the wor-
kers’ movement, in renovating the deformed con-
cepts and methodes of Marxism. In spite of the
resistence it meets in some of the independent
groups, with their air-tight sectarianism and even
spiteful tendencies — born of former fratricidal
strife — our party is becoming the center of inspi-
ration for a revival in the revolutionary movement
of the world.

The fact that we have called an International
Conference at Barcelona shows that we are aware
of our duty to the revolutionary Marzist movement.
This conference has as its object unity of activity of
all forces in view of the dangers which the policies
of the social democrats and Stalinists represent to
the interest of the working class.
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The Workers' Patrols Must Stay

Up on the slope of Mont Tibidabo are those elegant
districts of Barcelona, where the capitalists and clergy
once lived in such shocking contrast to the workers
down by the sea, but which are now turned into sanat-
oriums, schools and homes for refugees. To-day in this
district you are immediately struck by great red slogans
on the garden walls:

The Guard Patrols Are The Best Guarantee Of

The REVOLUTIONARY Order.

But the press and platform of the middle class and the
Stalinists call for the dissolution of these Patrols along
with all other workers’ committees. What are they?

One must concede one virtue to the reformist leaders ia
Spain and Catalonia—political consistency. They know what
they want ant where they are going, and adapt their tactics to
their goal. They proceed surreptitiously, with dimmed lights,
when the revolutionary movement is on the upgrade, but openly
and brazenly when the positions of the workers are shaken.
The'r attitude fowards the workers’ committees and the army,
to mention no more than two of the more important problems,
is sufficientily eloquent in thls respect.

Now the turn of the Guard Patrols (Patrols of Centrol) has
come. Formed during the first moments of the revelution by
representatives of the workers’ political and trade union organ-
isations, these patrols are a genuine product of the revolution
and the working class, truly revolutionary and proletarian
bodies,

This in itself isreason enough for the S:alinist reformiststo
declare war against them. Is it not their aim to maintain the
democratic Republic? Then there is nothing more natural than
to suppress everything that smacks of the proletarian revoliution.

The democratic Republic must be preserved with all its
characteristic a‘tr:butes, and above all with the armed forces
that make it possible for the good capialist exploiters to digest
their food undisturbed. The Valencia Government, by suppress-
ing the militias behind the lines and creat'ng a single Security
Corps through the fusion of the existing armed bodles, toock a
big s:ep towards consolidating the bourgeois power, and a big
step backward in so far as the interests of the revolution are
concerned.

The Guard Patrols in Catalonia cont:nue to exist, however,
and these patrols disturb the slumbers of the reformists, The
demons:rat.ons of women organised by the P. 8. U. C. in con-
nection with the bread-lines demanded the suppression of the
Patrols. Now seizing upon the unfortunate events of La Fala-
rella, a brazen offensve is being undertaken, which assumes
the form of the effort of the P. S. U. C. ‘o w.thdraw the re-
presentatives of the U. G. T, from the patrols. And let us say
that this decisioli of the P. S. U. C. has not been received by
the militants of these unions with the enhusiasm and unan-
imity that the reformisi bureaucrats had awaited. A great
number of the U. G. T. comrades have remained in the Patrols,
and have even torn up their P, S. U. C. membership books,
which they had ob:ained only because they were obliged to.
The class consciousness of these workers has overpowered the
spirit of unthinking discipline.

This offensive of the Stalinists cannot succeed and will
not succeed. The forces of ccerc’on are the armed bodies of
power, and these forces must be working-class forces. We too
are of the opinion that there must exist only one armed force,
but this must be the Guard Patrols, in which can be incorpor-
ated all those Police, Guards, National Guards and Assault
Guards who have proven their faithfulness to the Revolution.
But at the same time the working-class must not forget that
the fundamental problem to be solved is that of state power.
The power must pass into the hands of the workers. Then the
problems of the armed forces, like those of all the other forces,
will be solved automatically.

«Our Aim is to Preserve
Revolutionary Order»

«With the same enthusiasm and revolulionary
spirit we men of workers’ Guard Patrols carry omn,
just as in the first days of the military insurrection.

«Who are we? We were designated during the
first days a considerable number of revolutionaries
of the various organizations to watch over the water
fronts, railways, factories, banks and streets of Bar-
celona.

«Not detectives, nor party sleuths, we patrolled
ihese districts with the exclusive object of main-
taining revolutionary order. We were stirred by the
spirit of the revolution, which made us take up our
guns in those first hours, and which continues to
carry us forward over all obstacles in the path of
the revolution.

«We, the revolutionary workers of the Patrols,
are not afraid of any enemy; we know how to shoot
straight from the shoulder...

«Today we have the interesting case of respon-
sible men, who call themselves -defenders of the
working class, now calling « halt, forsaking their
class colors and raising a new cry. From the public
platform and official places, their shamejful lies and
insults rain down upon the Guard Patrols. They have
declared war on us...

«It is not a question of economy. The President
of the Republic is paid enough to keep 350 patrol
guardsmen. It is rather a premeditated plan of the
counter-revolutionaries, who are disturbed becquse
we are one of the columns supporting the revolution.

«We of the Patrols are controlled by our res-
pective organization, by the working class alone, to
whom we are responsible. Only when they order it
will we disappear. Otherwise we shall continue the
war, arms in hand, ready to shoot all fascists, and
guarding the march to the revolution».

By a PATROL GUARDSMAN

The Barcelona Conference
for a
Really Revolutionary
International
o MAY 1 =

Unite!
Workers!
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Armed Forces Reveal the Character of a Regime

Two signs peint to the political retreat which threatens
our Revolution: first, the order of the Madrid Defence Junta
entrusting the police service behind the lines to the former
state forces, and secondly the campaign opened in Catalonia
by the P. S. U. C. aga'nst the Committee of Internal Security,
and against the control patrols. These are two phases of the
a‘tempt to deprive the working-class of the power which it
gained through the Revolution. The workers have assumed
full authority to repress the counter-revolut.on, behind the
lines as well as at the front, and to maintain revolulonary
order.

When the capitalist law and order was found wanting, and
when it led to the Cvil War, it was the workers who took over
full responsibili‘y in all fields of struggle. But the guards of
Madrid have been made into police again.

The problem of the coercive organs of the state is the
basic problem of the Revolution. The armed forces always
reveal the true social and economic character of the state. The
A. B. C. of Marxism teaches us the function of the state. State
power is based on the forces of repress’on, which serve the
interests of the class which controls that power. The army, the
police, the courts, in a capitalst society are all bodies in the
service of privileged interests. Therefore, the first act of every
workers’ revolution is to des‘roy completely the repressive
apparatus of the state, to annihilate it, in order to set up its
own coercive instruments, under the charge of its most trusted
lieutenants.

A workers’ police, manned by authentic workers, both in
origin and feeling, is the best guarantee of the revolution and
defence against counter-revolution. The working-class has
found in every instance that the services of the repress.ve
system of the new state are of the greatest importance. In 1919
in Germany, the workers rose in arms in Berlin against the

dismissal of the chief of police. who was an independent left-
wing socialist. The Berlin workers real'zed the importance of
having a revolutionary whom they could trust in such a po-
s.tion.

The very people who are fondest of flourishing the names
of Marx, Engels and Lenin, are the ones who are now disregard-
ing their teaching. Marx and Engels deduced from the experi-
ment of the Par's Commune the need to destroy the repressive
apparatus of the state, and to set up another in the hands of
the workers. Lenin popularized these lessons of the founders
of soc'alism, in his «State and Revolution», and he applied them
to the Russian Revolution. Bela Kun, who failed to take theory
into account. was swallowed up by the very appara‘us which
he was unable to destroy.

The retention and perfection of their control of the police
services, and of the coercive authorities in general, is of basic
importance ‘0o the Span'sh workers. Demands, inspired by a
so-called workers’ party have recently been made, and slogens
raised against the control patrols. And what are the control
patrols? They are, in effect, revolutionary workers’ police, a
guarantee to all ‘he workers that the counter-revolution shall
not raise its head behind the lines. and that the revolution
shall advance. The control patrols, called in Barcelona the «In-
vestigation Groups», are the flesh and blood of the working-
class; they are composed of militants who for vears have under-
gone all the arbitrary repression of the capitalists, and who
now are completely at the service of the revolutionary interests
of the workers.

The attempt to abolish these genuinely revolutionary bodies,
while at the same time ma‘ntaining the old state bureaucracy.
now transferred to Valenc'a, is a clear attack on the workers’
guarantees of the revolution. It ig a crafty atiempt to return
to the position we were in when the war began.

Old Peoples Home in Barcelona

Recently, I was taken to see some of the institutions run
by the workers’ representatives in Barcelona, and it was evident
that, despite the war, and the difficulties which exist, much
had been done in the way of social reconstructior, as the
recently acquired hospitals and orprans’ homes testified. The
most interesting, however, was a home for aged pesp’e, which
has been instituted since the Civil war hegan.

We reached the building, which is situated in the suburbs.
and met the comrade in charge, who was onlv too keen to show
wrat had beer. done. He explained that, previous'y, the building
had been a paying hostel for elderly ladies, but things were
gifferent nsw. Under the old régime, be’ore July, aged couples
whe were destitute were separated, the husband being placed
in one institution and his wife in another. The workers of
Catalonia rightly regarded this as unnecessary cruelty, and so
they are establishirg homes in which the o'd people can live
together until the end of their days.

We went into the sitting-room and talked to seme of them
who were listening to the radio. A small hall on the premises
wag being turned into a ‘heatre. There were two large dining-
rocms, and the staff was busv in the kitchen, preparing the
evening meal.

Each couple is provided with a comfortable, well-furrished,
centrally heated room, several of which we visited. We knocked
at one of the doors, and it was opened bv an old man of over
seventy. He asked us in and introduced us to his wife. They
told us. in reply to our questions, that previously they had
been 1in separatc pcor houses. and very uuhappy at their
enforced separatior, after a life-time together. «Now», they said.
«we live in this nice room. and we can do iust as we like. The
Revolution has given us this, and wnen you go back to your
own country, you can tell them what the Revslution means
to us poor fo'k in Catalonia.» By this time quite a crowd of olc
people had come in and were listering and nodding agreement.

As we left, the comrade in charge said: «Of course, this is
only a beginning.» However, it is a sample of what the workers
of Spain will do when the Revolution is victorious.

Between Two Fires

The Spanish working-class is caught between two fires.
On the one hand, Italian and German fascism allot their best
armaments, battle ships, aeroplanes and men to Franco. On
the other, the non-intervention powers deny us arms, men
cr anything that car be used to defend ourselves. and they
take a definite stand only when it is a question of giving in
to international fascism.

This international offensive against our revolution has
the advantage of beirg supported by the whole press capit-
a’ist, socialist and ex-communist. These organs, with reformist
arguments and hLigh-stcunding phrases about the defense of
peace and the fatheriand. try to put the working class to
sleep -

The European democracies have a class ins:inct which
leads them aganst our budding revolution. The workers’
parties which support them are quite inrocent of Revolut-
jonary Marxism; they lead the international working class
toward defeat.

D-wn with the Reformists and International Mensleviks!

* * Xk

British Lads in Action

The 1. L. P. boys are now in action on the front lines in
Aragon. They are in a sector commarded by a Belgian com-
rade who is an experienced construction engineer. He reports
as follows: «The English contingent is behaving splendidly.
To illustrate the point I want to tell you this: I thought of
moving Bob’s group to anotrer «avarzadillay of the positions
for military reasons, but the Spanish comrades near them
protested saying they felt safe in the vicinity and did not
want to receive any other neighbors!

«Some Spanish passed over this week tc our lines; in the
last four days we got seventeen rew comrades this way, ten
out of the lot bringing over rifles and ammunition. This fact
seems to denote a very weak spirit on the oher side, and we
are keen to make use of the circumstances; but we badly want
men!y»
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FOR THE REVOLUTIONAR

A Conference of Militamen

On February 2nd. a conference of militiamen belonging
to the P. O. U. M., the C. N. T. and the U. G. T. was held
in Lér:da. More :han 500 miltiamen were present in the Cam-
pos Eliseos Theatre, where the meeting was held.

The meeting has an extraordinary significance for the
~ourse of our revolution, and for the formation of the Red
Army.

The fac: must be emphasized that the leadership of the
U.G. T. - P. S. U. C. had issued strict orders that no militia-
man of the U. G. T. was to attend the meet'nz under he
threat of expulsion from the milit’a. Desnite these orders. there
were many U. G. T. militiamen who came to the meeting and
demonstrated “heir solidarity with the resolutions adopted.
Once again the C. N. T. and the P. O. U. M. find themselves
in the vanguard of the revolutionary struggle.

The following resolutions were unanimously
adopted:

1. That the militias behind the lines be the only bodies
assigned to watch over revolutionary crder.

2. That the coercive forces of the state be dissolved and
that their members be sent to the Front to fight side by side
with the militiamen,

3. That the Revolutionary Workers’ Army be formed.

4. That Committees of soldiers and fighters be organized
to exerc'se a control over the military command.

5. That only revolutionary workers who have fought
against fascism be allowed to enter the Military Colleges.

6. That there be a general conscription of all males bet-
ween the ages of 18 and 45, including reactionaries and bour-
geois. These latter however are not te be given arms, but
put to work on fortifications and communications under the
surveillance of revolutionary workers.

7. That these decisions be communicated to the various
organisations, a special commission being appointed to take
care of this.

8. That in view of the refusal of the P. S, U. C. to support
this meeting the C. N. T. and the P. O. U. M. be the organisat-
ions entrusted with the realisation of the weork decided upon.

U. G. T. Against Workers' and Soldiers’

Councils

The Valencia province Executive Committee of the U.G.T.,
in «Adelante», the orgar of the Valencia Sncialist Party, on
February 4, published this document:

«The Provincial Secretariat of the U. G. T., which has
publically stated that it feels the time is net opportune for
setting up Counc’ls of Workers and Soldiers, since all political
and trade unions sections are already represented in the go-
vernment, is st'll of the same opinion.n

Lenin on the Red Workers’ Army

«The Red Army belicves in discipline without a club, but
jirm and « discipline based on the conscience, faith and self
denial of the workers and peasants.

«So, to save the workers forever jrom the oppression of
the landlords ard canitalists and to prevent their return to
power, the great Red Armu of workers must be created.

«It will be invincible it it has discipline «in its workn.
The workers and peasunts should demonstrute, and shall
demostrate, that, with a just sharing cof work, discipline and
consecration for the common good, they can organize « life
without landlords, ard against the Ilandlords, without capit-
alists and against capitalists.

«The discipline, the passionale eperau for work the abil-
ity to sacrifice, the firm alliance of workers and peasants, that
is what will save the workers forever from the oppression of
landlords and capitalists.»
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The Military Resolution of the Ce

The urgent need for « unijied command and strict
discinline in the workers’ urmed forces is being gradually
realized, but il gives those professional military men
who remained loyal to the Republic ¢ new opportunity
to install themselves as an uncontrolled caste in q pos-
ition to betray the workers again. They are aided in
this by the middle cluss and the Stalinist elements who
fear the revolutionary workers in arms and want to
build up a regular «People’s Army» instead of « Red
Workers’” Army. The struggle is now raging between these
two conceptions. .

Our problem: To build a revolutionary army of the
workers with « centralized command and strict dis-
cipline, but at the same time with « strict workers’ pol-
itical control ozer the command. We present the prop-

“Tosals of the P. O. U. M., and those of the Corference
of Militia-men.

1. The fascist uprising of the 19th July. 1936, supported
by the majority of the «Republican» Army, has unloosed the
Sgcialist Revolution ef the working-class, If the workers have
not acted more beoldly, this is due to the false political leader-
ship with wh'ch secial reformism and efficial communism have
deceived the masses. Secial reformism and official communism
are the arms with which the middle-class capitalists are trying
in every way pessible to stop the revolution, to postpone it
unt’l after the war, in the hope that with the passage of time
it can be smothered. This is why they hold that the present
movement should not surpass the bounds of the democratic
republie, but sheuld be content with miner social reforms. This
is why the socialists and communists, who have been deflected
by the Lourgeocisie, say that the present siruggle is between
cap'tal’'st demecracy and fascism, "that is, between two forms
of capitalism, making no mention of Socialism,

2. The present struggle is essentially a class war. It
has been correctly said by Marx that war is the continuatien
of the political struggle in a m‘I'tary field. The armed in-
surrection is the culminating point of the political struggle of
the working-class against the capitalists,

COn the 1%th July, 1936, while, indeed, the fasc'st counter-
revolut’on triumphed in parts of the territory of the Spanish
state, the workers triumphed in others, where the industrial
nro'etariat was concentrated. The workers took advantage of
the armed insvrrection to seize the organs of power, and then
turned to fight the counter-revoluticn, creating their own army
of the revolutionary working-class, the Workers’ Militia.

3. The central programme of our Parly, wh'ch represents
the essent'al will of the werking masses, is «War at the Front
and Secialist Revolution Behind the Linesy.

Th's programme necessarily presupposes, and puts in the
ferefront, the creation of the Revolutionary Army of the Work-
ing Class, to conquer Fascism and to guarantce the building
of segcialism bebhind the 1'nes, The Revolutionary Army of the
Worliers must therefore, be a class army.

All the armies which have existed in our country, as in
all countries, have been class arin’es. Instruments at the ser-
vice ef the ruling c’ass, they have supported its policies. The
cld Spanish Army, under the Monarchy as well as the Repu-
Blie, was a class anil caste army.

Thereicre, the new army, sprnging from the revolution,
must be a Socialist Army, in the service of the new class which
is destined to take power, the working-class.

R uasaaitiany

-

ntral Committee of the P. 0. U M.

4. The Workers’ Militia were the improvised army of th:
working class. This army, strong in class merale, enthusiasm
and hero’sm, nevertheless had defects which nust be corrected.
It was, after all, an irregular army, technically unprepared,
which reposed teo much cenfidence in the sp'rit and seif-denial
of its members, and did not take sufficient account of the
science, technigue and strategy of war.

Qur party, therefore, taking into account the results of
our revolutienary war, and the experience of s'milar wars in
the past, stands openly for the creation of a «Revolutionary
Regular Army of the Workers», which will give the present
Workers' Militia the technical efficiency that would take the
fullest advantage of the fighting enthusiasm and heroic self-
denial which it already possesses.

To achieve this it is necessary to fuse the militia columns
into units of a regular army, adding to the volunteer militia
whatever conscripts are necessary to make the Revoluiionary
Army a first-class force,

5. In order that the new Revolutionary Army of the Work-
ers shall not be robbed of its class aims, and in order to
guarantee the pol'tical freedom of all fighters, there must be
in each military unit a committee representing propertionally
the proletarian tendencies, which shall guarantee the political
rights ef men and officers.

6. As a guarantee of the rights of the sold’ers, and of their
partic’pation in the military operation, there should be establ-
ished a committee of soldiers in each company; each batallion
weuld have a representative of the Soldiers’ Committee, and
each Regiment a representative of the Batall'on, In the Regim-
ents and Divisions there would be a delegation from the work-
ers’ organisation egqual to the representation of the soldiers. In
this way the army would be united with the workers behind
the lines.

~

7. The functions and attributes of these Committees of Sol-
d’crs, of their representation in the higher units of the army,
aleng with the delegates of the workers’ organisations, shoull
be made clear by an Crdinance,

8. Since the winning of a war and the effective conduct of
any army depends directly upon the support of and inter-
action with the life behind the lines, a «War Commissariaty
should be created, to aveid d'vergences between the fighting
workers and these behind the line. It would bear in mind neot
only techmical military principles, but also that war is a «poli-
tical linen. All the weorkers’ organisations would participate in
the Commissariat, which would d’rect the war and plan oper-
ations,

9. For an efficient army, a strict sense of responsibility is
necessary, espec’ally ameng the command, as well as a sense
of discipline among the troops.

To succeed in thiz double aim without injuring the dem-
ocrat’c spirit of the new Revolutionary Army of the Workers,
the following provison is necessary:

a) Revision of all comissiens given up till now, especially
those given by the military office, since those who have not
presented themselves since July 19 are pelitically suspect.

b) In filling the positions of command in the new army,
preference should he given to comradses of the werkers’ organ-
izations fighting at the front.

c¢) The officers in command should be ccntrelled by the
workers’ organizations of which they are members as well as
by the Coemm'ssariat of War.

d) The Pecople’s Military Schools should be politically con-
trolled by the workers’ organizations and should be trans-
ferred to locations within reach of the fighters at the front.

e) A Code of the Revolutionary Army of the workers
should be established, which would legalize the discipline in

Y ARMY OF THE WORKERS

matters of service, the rights of the soldiers and the army
demecracy.

10.—The present war has acquired a scope unsuspected in
the first days, The Wovrkers’ Milit'a cannot be kept as a per-
manent shock troop on the frent line. Furthermore it must be
kept in m'nd that the Workers’ Militia, from their voluntary
character, include the most agressive section of the working-
class, and an excess've waste of these forces is a drainage of
vitality from the Revolution, which must be avoided. In order
to aveid this danger, it is necessary then to decree the comp-
zlsory mobilization of all persons between the ages of 18 and 35
vears,

11.—The workers’ organizations and their organs of power
must see that the fighters are properly cared for, and with
this in view the Party proposes:

a) Indemnity and subs’dy for needy families who have
lest a member at the front,

b) Facilities and preferences for families of soldiers.

12.—A large-scale war, such as the present one, cannot be
waged unless the armies are supplied by a war industry.

QOur class war meets the open hostility of the whele capital-
ist world, which is throwing up every difficulty to prevent us
frem getting armaments, while the fascist states proceed to arm
our enemies. This conduct will become more marked as the
war goes on, and as the social'st triumphs of the workers are
realized.

To overcome this and to become independent of everyvone;
to assure our continued ability to meet our military needs; to
prevent the drying up of our sources of arms from abroad from
putting cur victory in danger, and to assure our independence
against foreign intervention after the triumph of the Soc’alist
Revolution has established the «Union of Iberian Socialist Rep-
ubl’esn, it is necessary to build a strong war industry, especially
in Catalonia and the Basque Country, with all haste. Without
this war industry, the revolution will always be in danger.

3.—To give an impetus to all the steps herein proposed,
all of which are of interest to the revolutionary workers’ groups,
the Centra! Ceminittee of the P. O. U. M. proposes that all
the armed forces from all sectors hold a Congress where these
vroblems would be dcbated.

A Congress of Soldiers, in which militia, soldiers, Assault
Guards, National Repubi’can Guards, orderlies, policemen and
sa‘lors would take part, would be a great step forward toward
ths revolution and toward cohesion and efficiency of these
forces.

1{—Te attain all these objectives, the P. O. U. M., through
its Ceniral Committee, has resolved:

a) To form party cells in all the armed units for the
vurpose of propagating its slogans and viewpoints,

k) To create a Committee of Political Weork in the armed
uu'ts and bodies.

¢) To print angd circuiate bills, folders, bulletins and news-
papers designed fer the armed forces, in which our pelitical
peint of view shall be popularized,

d) To create a Military Scheol of the Party.

¢) Te held a Party Military Conference, to study in great-
er detail the military policy of the P. 0. U. M. and the tasks
it must realize.

f) To form , territorial armed force ef the P. O. U. M.
to push the revolution and guarantee the conguest already
obtained.

g) Finally, to create a Military Committee of the P. O. U. M.
to coordinate all these tasks and all of our armed forces by
elaborating a plan, in agreement with the War Department
and the Executive Committee of the Party.
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The Campaign Against Our Party

As we go to press, we learn that what had long been plotted
and prepared by a mos: despicable campaign of incitation, is
now an accomplished fact. The Peoples’ Front authorities in
Madrid have, suspended the publication of our Madrid dally
paper, «<EL. COMBATIENTE ROJO», and have taken over the
radio station of the P. O. U. M. This is the radio s-ation which
the government was able to utilize freely during the tragic days
of the advance on Toledo; it is the station that remained on
duty on the Tth of November, encouraging the worker militias
while all the others were abandoned in the general flight from
Madr'd. It is :he station that in times of depression had ani-
mated the revolutionary sprit and morale of everyone, the
station which broadcast, not the national an‘hem, but the
«Internationale» of all workers.

In suspending «EL COMBATIENTE ROJO». the Popular
Front authorities have supressed the first organ of the militias
that appeared in Spain. The majority of the orig'nal editor.al
board of this paper have perished, fight:ng with arms in hand.
along with three quarters of the comrades who belonged to our
Madrid section before the 19th of July.

Our Madrid press had been sujected to an unmerciful cen-
sorship. At the beg'nning of the revolut'on, censorship was
established at Madrid as a mili*ary necessity, intended primar-
ily for news relating to military operations. Since January,
however, the censorship had become frankly pol'tical or, better

A Workers' Army

Made up of workers. Controlled by the wor-
king class, employing such military leaders as
are necessary if there are not enough coming
from the workinds class. Respect for the techni-
cal ability of the professional military, under
the political control of the workers. Thus the
formalism of the military caste is avoided. Every
workers knows that he fights for homself. He
knows that he fights for socialism. This assuran-
ce gives him the courage and self-sacrifice that
buoyed up the Red Army of the U.S.S.R. during
the revolution.

A Peoples’ Army

Without a class character. It admits every-
body. An ezxclusive military command. Military
discipline excluding all working class thought.
Its aim is to defend the capitalist democratic
regime which all workers know has utterly
failed in Spain. This means that it will be con-
trolled by the capitalist democratic politicians
who will use the Peoples’ Army to crush all
revolutionary activity of the workers. This me-
ans that the military control, purely military,
places itself above everything else, above the
demands of the working class.

expressed, fract’'onal, in the service of a single par:y and for
the defence of its interests and positions.

One must peruse the last few numbers of «El Combatiente
Rojo» in order ‘o appreciate the manner in which the censor-
ship worked. It is worth while to show the workers of the
world the way in which people who call themselves commun-
:sts, with colored pencils ‘n their hands, mutilate even the
works of Marx and Lenin. Our party is organizing an exhibition
in Paris and other capitals based on the recent censored
issues of «E! Combaten:e Roio» showing the articles before
and after beng censored. It has appeared with paragraphs
of the Communist Man:festo stricken out. Precisely those para-
graphs in which Marx and Engels explain to the workers that
it ig necessarv to destroy the capitalist state apparatus have
heen taken ou’, as well as outspoken revolutionary statements
of Lenin.

A preparatory barrage had been leveled against our Ma-
dr'd section to prepare the decisive attack. The circumstances
in Madr.d were especially favorable for this. It is in the midst
of the front, the Stalinists have the upper hand in official
circles and there are various daily papers that second their
campa’gn. This ends the first step in the offensive against our
party. They will attempt others which will not be so easy, be-
cause we are ready and because we know the workers are
with us.

The Workers in Arms!  No Militarism!  No Betrayal!
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The Aragon Front SALUD, Workers of the World!

Denied Arms for Offensive

@=L

It must be made clear that if there have been no large-
scale operations on the Aragon frort, if there has been no
offensive, if there has been no effort to come to the assistance
of Madrid, of Malaga and of the other fronts in the best
possible way, by attacking the fascists on our own front, then
it is through no fauli of the militia-men, no matter what org-
anization they may belong to. They have all given too much
proof of their spirit of self sacrifice to be held responsible for
what is happening, or rather is not happening, on the front.
One must seek the real reasons elsewhere, in places altogether
beyord the control of the men at the front. These latter,
regardless of the organization to which they may beiong, are
nop responsible for the shady political manoeuvres that are
being carried out with respect to the war by the very people
who pose as the champicns of the interests of the war and
go so far as to place them above those of the revolution.

It must be understood that on the Aragon front it is
possible to launch an attack with greater chances of
success than on any front. An offensive in Aragon could
have been, and still can be, the best means of helping
Madrid. But it would also be the best means of raising
the prestige of the completely working class army that
occupies the trenches in Aragon. It is precisely this that
the partisans of the regular army in the hands of the
military caste, of the non-pelitical army that they are
trying to create, wish to aveid. The worker-revolution-
aries must never allow this latter type of army, however,
unless they wish sooner or later io see our glorious revol«
ut’'on strangled by it,

Those who are creating obstacles to avoid victorious action
on the Aragon front conduct themselves most shamefully. Irs-
tead of remaining silent out of a sense of gui't, they push
themselves to the fore on the streets, at meetings, in the press,
and pnleash a campaign that we others have refrained from
carrying on, although, bearirg no responsibility for what has
happened, we might justly have done so. We all know the
true reasons that have prevented the launching of an attack
on the Aragon front. We all know that there are more than
enough means at hard to do so. We understand why these
people are interested in Laving the Aragon front remain per-
fectly quiet with no decisive operations being undertaken.

Help The Red Aid of the P. 0. U. M.

We need money, clothing and medicine for the
refugees from fascism

And Now
Hitler Brings Out
His Masterpiece in Arabic

Rights reserved by «La Batalla»

MORE P. 0. U. M. PAMPHLETS

The EDITORIAL MARXISTA, Banios Nuevos, 16, Barce-
lona, announces the following pamphlets in Spanish:

«The P. O. U. M. Before the Spanish Revolution» by the
Executive Commitee, 30 centimos.

«Resolution of the Plenum of the Central Committee of
the P. O. U. M. of December, 1936». 50 centimos;

«The Army and the Peopley by Zinoviev, 50 centimos; and

«The Spanish Revolution of 1936 and the German Revol-
ution of 1918», by Wolf Bertram, 50 centimos.

THE WOMEN FACE THE REVOLUTION is the title of
a pamphlet in Spanish being published by the Women's Secret-
ariat of the P. O. U. M. (Secretariado Feminino del P.O.U.M,,
Rambla Estudios, 10, Barcelora). It c’early analyses the pos-
ition of women under capitalism and explains why the real
freedom of women can only be achieved in a communist society.
Price 30 centimos.

«LA NUEVA ERA» TO REAPPEAR

This monthly review of the P. O. U. M, in Spanish, is
being revived with the March issue. Everyone who wants to
keep up with the problems of the Spanish revolution should
suscribe to this magazine.
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NEWS AND NOTES

English Workers Send Aid

The English boat «Pacheoy» has arrived at Valencia with
100 tons of provisions sent from London and destined for Ma-
drid. The Committee has gathered the support from workers’
organisations in all parts of Englard. The Spanish workers
are deeply grateful for this new evidence of solidarity abroad.
The workers are standing together, and thus they will be
invincible.

Boycott Franco

The three Scandinavian ships bound for ports of the fas-
cist part of Spain are still tied up in England by order of
the Scandinavian Sailors’ Union, which is supported by the
International Union of Transport Workers. This is an example
for workers everywhere.

Equal Rights for Women

A new decree has just been published by tne Valencia
Government affecting the status of women in Spanish life. No
sex distinction will be made in civil life; women have the same
rights in law as men and can exercise all civil functions and
rights.

In marriage, neither of the parties has command of the
other; both are equally obliged by mutual and loyal corsent
to live together, remain faithful and aid one another, The
expenses of maintaing a home rest equally on both partners,
according to their respective means and working capacities.

The new decree represents a very big step forward in the
rights of women. What is most importart, when one realizes
the status of women in Spain in the past, is the recognition
of their equality with men.

Reformists Unity

Thd left wing of the Spanish Socialist Party, under the
leadership of Largo Caballero, but guided in fact by agents of
the Communist Party within the Socialist Party, announces
that it is starting a campaign in the Socialist Party for unity
with the official Communists, such as the one that led to the
disappearance of the Young Socialists.

We are certainly not against the unity of Marxists. We
were the first to give the example of unity with the founding
of the P. O. U. M. in November 1935, long before the fictitious
fusiors rushed through since then. However, we hold that
the unification of Marxists is only progressive whken realised
on a revolutionary basis, as in the case of the fusion of the
Workers’ and Peasants’ Bloc and the Communist Left. The
precedent which the Stalinists and Left Socialists cite for
their unity does not arouse great hopes. The fusior. of the
youth sections of the Socialist and Communist Parties resul-
ted in the new organisation, the United Socialist Youth, which
is the most right wing workers’ organisation in Spain, and
destroyed the magnificert forward march of the Young Soc-
ialists since October 1934.

Nothing else can come of the fusion now proposed. Those
who are promoting it know this. Let them fuse, however. In
this way confusion will be ended and the workers will know
where to turn to find the reform'sts of all varietes, who are
trying to hold back our revolutions.

For Revolutionary
UNITY!

The Valencian City Council

On the evening of February 3rd, the new mun.cipal Coun-
cil of Valencia was founded, with a comrade of the C. N. T.
as inayor and of the U. G. T. as deputy mayor. The body
will be composed of six representatives of the C. N. T, six
of the U. G. T, three of the F. A. 1. three of the Socialist
Party, three of the Communist Party, two of the P. O. U. M,
two of the Valencian Left, two of the Left Va'encian Party,
two of the Spanish Left, three of the Republican Left, three
of the Republican National Union and two of the Syndicalist
Party—thirty five in all.

Workers Front?

Representing the P. O. U. M. in the Valencian town Coun-
cil are the Comrades José Grimalt and Edward de. Sirval, the
latter the brother of the journalist assassinated in October by
the Legionaries in the Oviedo prison.

The Communist Party alone raised its voice against the
admission of these two comrades and the party they represent.
All the otker parties accepted their places, but the Stalirists
instead, insulted our delegates, and as usual, called them
agents of Hitler and Mussolini. To cap it all, they withdrew
from the Council, as they already had from the Valencia
Provincial Council.

Who breaks the workers front?

The Trend

On February 3 the Council of the Generality of Catalonia
decided that collectivization of the dairies is illegal. Meetings
are to be held with represer.tatives of the two trade union
centrals which have already carried out such collectivization
to find a solution for this «problemp.

SELL OUR BULLETIN

Frequenily the path of human history depends upon the
action of a relatively small group of revolutionaries who show
the way for the masses to follow. Now is the time, comrades,
to learr the pitfalls as well as the correct way to the work-
ers’ society. Study the events in Spain—the hopes and dangers
of this present revolutionary situation. Read the Engish bull-
etin of P. O. U. M.—the SPANISH REVOLUTION. Order a
bundle and sell it.

THE SPANISH REVOLUTION can be had through our
agents for two pence or five cents a copy. Order from:

The Independent Labour Party, 35 St. Bride St. London.

The Marxist League, 238 Edgeware Road, London, W. 2.

The Labor Book Shep, 28 E. 12th Street, New York City.

The League for a Revolutionary Workers’ Party (U. Si) 126
E. 16th Street, New York City.

The L. R. W. P. (Canada) 4, Alexander St., Toronto, On-
tario.

Friends of Workers Spain, Box 785, Chicago, Illinois.

Ernest Erber, 549, Randolph St., Chicago, Illineis.

THE SPANISH REVOLUTION, 10 Rambla de los Estudios,
Barcelona, Spain.

Other agents are requested. Money for the P.O.U.M. can be
sent by money order or the American Express Co. to the LL.P.
London, to be forwarded to us here.
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A WORKERS' AND PEASANTS GOVERNMENT

The fall of Malaga is being used to bolster up a political
program which has failed a thousund times. The capitalist
democracy of the middle class, like those pseudo-Marzists who
«re unable to believe in the creative force of the working class,
floundering up to its meck in the swamp of its failure and
weakness, instead of retiring from the public scene, tries to
clewr itself of the recent military defeats. Thus we see the
President of the Government in his recent speech at Valencia
—at the close of o demonstration of three hundred thousard
sersons — stating that «the Government needs deeds, not
wordsy. May we suggest to Largo Caballero and his camp who
it is that has acted with deeds and who with words? Useless
verbiage has accompanied all the acts and policies of the
government. With speeches and more speeches, our democrats
irave paralyzed all offensive action,; with the subterfuges of
¢« small-time lawyer, they have stood in the way of a war
irdustry and « coordinated economy, the very things which
we need. On the contrary, it has been the working class which
has at all times offered its all—its life. In excharge for what?
In exchange for a gun—a gun which it has not received in the
majority of cases—with which to win the war and assure its
revolutionary conquests.

It is now, however, with the fall of Malaga, which demon-
strates the incapacity to which we were referring, that they
try to reinforce the governmental policy of annuliling the rev-
clutionary action of the workers’ organisations. Theu speak
cudly of a «strong governmert». A «strong government?» It
sounds good. It can be said without the least hint of what
they really want; but what they really want is perfectly obvious
to us: under the present circumstances, a strong government,
that is, a strengthening of the power of the present ruling
clique would be realized at the experse of the revolutionary
independence of the workers’ organizations, or, more clearly
siated, at their absolute and total submission to the policies
of the middle class. It is coming to the light as a large scale
manoeuvre, which our party, with its firm revolutionary stand,
nust oppose with all its might. What is needed to win the
war is not a strengthening of impatence; what is necessay
is rather a 1009% revolutionary program.

The Revolutionary Youth Front, in ilts great inaugural
meeting, and the Anarchist paper, «Solidaridad Obrera» have
taken the stand that the army needed is a revolutionary work-
ers’ army, an army which spritgs from the working class and
which is directly controlled by the workers’ organizations. This
is precisely our position. Not the «regular» or «peoplesn army
-—such vague terms—but « revolutionary army alone can lead
us to victory. But such. a class army cannot be organized by
rn government whose program is typically middle class; it can
be organized only by a revolutionary .government, a govern-
ment of the working class, a Workers’ and Peasants’ Govern-
nient. A «strong» government such as is now being called for

is itot only a bluff, but a danger as well. It is a danger since
it would be imposed at the cost of the workers’ organizations
wnd as a mortgage on their revolutionary program.

A strong government means a Strengthening of the middle
class program. It is a fresh attempt to revive and fortify
@ policy which has worse than failed. No-one carn speak of a
strong power-to win the war, because to win the war they
nust always count cn the working class. If the war has not
Szen won, it is due exactly to the.r poiicy and not to the work-
ers, who have always been ready to fight. The workers,
with their revolutionary action, have never obstructed the
victory over fascism, as has the governmernt with the pretext
¢y winning the war by ovpos.ng the revolution. What is more,
o «strong government» cannot solve the problems that now
confront the whole Iberian Peninsula, this can be dore only
by a Workers’ and Peasants’ Government, which will know
how tc organize a really victorious force through its revolut-
ionary program.

Aga:nst every manoeuvre of the middle class we will oppose
cur revolutionary action. Against a «sStrorny government» we
will impose a Workers’ and Peasants’ Government, This alone
iv the guarantee of victory; this alone can win the war and
n:ake the revolution.

«A Fascist Prisoner.»  «And just imagine!  He's a Spaniard. »






