CONSTITUTION.OF THE PROLETARIAN PARTY OF AMERICA
Revised by convention June 1, 1928
ARTICLE ONE

Section 1. The name of this organization shall be: The Proletarinu

Party of America. .
Section 2. The emblem of the party shall represent a circle with an
open book and a lighted torch upright thru the center of the booix
‘Wwith "Proletarian Party” indcribed on the outside edge of the circile..

‘ ARTICLE TVO '
Section 1. Every person resident of the United States age sixteen yee&.
and upwards who has severed his or her connections with all other
political parties and padlitial organizations shall be eligible to
membership in the party.
Jection 2. No person holding an elective office by gift of any
101%§ical organization other than the Proletarian Party shall be
31igible to membership in the Proletarian Party. Mo party member shall
se a candidate for wublic office without the consent of the city,
sounty or state organization according to the nature of the office.
3ivil service positions are exceted from this rule.
Section 3. All persons joining the Proletarian Party shall be voucher
for by @ member of the party in good standing and shall sign the
following Pledge:

"Asplication for lembershin”

"I, the undersigned having severed connections with all other
political organizations, and accenting t'.e revolutionary princinles
of International Communism, do hereby apnly ior membership in the
manifestoes, platform and constitution.”

Section 4. Every applicant shall be placed on probation for three
months during which time he or she will have a vogce but no vote in
party affairs, except in the instance of a new local.

Section 5. Amy member who moves to another town or city shall
Transfer nis card to the local in that town or city within thirty
days and if no locel exists there he shall within thirty days malke
aphlication to the national office for membership at large.
Seetion-br-ARy-membo¥r-whe-HO¥

Section 6. The dues of members shall be at least fifty cents per mont
Tocals shall purchase dues stamps from the national office at

twenty five cents each. Dual stamps shall be nurchased in the same
manner as dues stamps at the same orice of fifty cents per month for
husband snd wife. All dues shall be receipted for with stamps
igsued by the national organization. All stamps ahall be paid for
in advance. - ,
Section 7. Amy eligible person living in a locality where no local
exists may ap_ly to the national s:cretary for admission to memcer-
gship. If accepted on payment of not less then one nonths dues he or
she shall receibe a card as member at large. The ducs of membors

at large shall be fifty cents por month payable to the National sgerst
‘ : '~ ARTICLE THRIE

Soetionl The dutics and powors of tho Hational exccutive Committec
fhall bo, (4) To ropresont the party in national and international
Affairs. :

(B) To call national conventions by raeforendum vote of the »nerty
and in cese of emergoncy to call a special convention of the- party
by & majority vote of tho committce. :
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(¢) To maks reports of thc memborshin ond conditions of the y
con.

I
organization to the Netionel convention with rccomcndetions the
(DT To perfcet and strongthen the organization and promote the
provaganda of Scicntific Hocialism.
{E) To formulatc the rulcs and order of busincss of the natiounal
convention of the »erty not otherwise »nrovided for by the constitutimon
and sunjcet to amondment and adoption by the convention.
(F) To receive ducs and reports from party organizations.
(G) To conduct the national feforcndum in the manner provided by the
constitution.
(4) To supervisc the work and transact all current busincss of the
n2tional ofticc.
(1) 2?0 print the minutes of its mcotings in the party bulictin.
'J) To print in thoe perty bulletin a spocific stateomont of all
oneys cxpended for printing leaflcts and books with titles and
-nthors of the samec. . '
+X) To meintein in conncetion with the national office such
sarcaus as mey be necossary.
‘1) The national office shall cach month furnish the locals with
vorm blanks guestioning the locals as to their various activitics
anG conditions; study classcs ete.
3ecction 2. The National c¢xccutive Committce, as requircd by the
Fedorel "Corrupt Practicces Act™ shell olecet o peormencnt chairmea
who chall serve without salary.
Scction 3. The committcee shall formulate its own rules of procecdure
not inconsistont with the provisions oth the constitutimon.
Scetion & 4 Meetings of the National exccutive Committac shall be
neld at such time and pleoce as tho committee may detcrmine.
Saction 5. Members end officers of the Netionel executive Committ:e
shell bo subjcet to roccall by the memborshipn of the porty thru
referendum.
Section 6. The location of the national headcuarters shall be
determindd by the National executive Committes.
Section 7. No funds of the national organisation shall be approurisal
2y the National executive Committee for any »Hur:ose not directly
connected with the work of the party as ouvtlined i the manifesto
and progsam.
Section 8. The national office mailing list of locals and br ches
and of subdscribers shall not be given out to anyone outsicde t.
membership», nor shall they be given to members and »narty offic als at
any time except for the »ur-oses of organisation, propaganca, or the
renewal of subscriptions. The national ofiice shall have the power to
refuse mailing lists of subscribers or members to agyone.

ARTICIE IOUR
Section 1. The execuiive Secretary shall be elected at the same tine
and in the same manner as the national executive committee and shall be
ex~-offiicio p :ber of the committee.
Seé¥ion 2 rhe executive secretary shall have charge of all affeirs
of the national office including the employment of neccessary heln
subject to the direction of the national executive eommittee. He shall
sunervise the accounts of the national office and its departments.




JSection 3. The Executive Secretary shall causs to be puhlished in the
Fulletin all important offical repoTt— eund arnowngemsnts, & mouthly
veport of the financial affairs oi the zarty, a summary of the condiv.-
icrnn of the membership of the several states 1 tsrritorial
orgenisations, the principal business trauns
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office, and such other natters pertaining ‘e orvgenisetion of tue
~arty as .ay be of general interest to tne membsrs.

ARTICLE FIVE
Section 1. Each local shall be entitled to one convention delegate
oY each &b members or fraction thereof, and one additional delegate
{or each additional 25 members or fraction (major) thereof.
Scction 2. The railroad expenses of delegates and national officers
shiall be paid from the national treasury.

Article Sixz
Section 1. Fice or more persons mey organize a local by signing
application blanks issued by the national office.
Zes¥ion 2 Charter and other suuplies shall be furnished new locals
by the national secretary.
Section 3. Rach local shall send to the national secretary each
month a report of its numerical and finencial standing, together
with a report of »Hropaganda work done.
Section 4. Bach local shall send to the national secretery at the
end of each year a list of the new officers for the ensuing y&ar and
a brief general report of its conditions.
Section 5. No local or members thereof shall fuse or co operate in
any menner with any other political organization without permission
of the national executive committee.
Section 6. The business meetings sheall be held separate from the gener
~cmeral propaganda meetings end shall he attended by members only.
Section &. Every local must conduct study classes as oart of its
activities and every memper must attend a study class unless
excused by the executive committee of the lccal.
Section 8. The officers of & local or branchk shall be: a Recording
Secretary: Financial Secretary: Treasurer: Organlzer; Literatvre
agent, and such other officers as they may leem necessary; to be
elected at the first meeting in December of each year and to hold
office one yeer beginning Jsnuary lst. The recovding Secretery shal
condugcet ell correspondence and order due stam>s axcept in cases wheic
locals elect a Corresponding secretary.
Section(9 The executive Committee of a local shall eonsist of a
recording secretary, financiel secretary, organiser, and as may
additional members in good stending as the locel may see fit. Said
Committee to act for locals in emergencies when rank and Ifile action
is not possible. If a reguler executive Committee is not elected, tne
regular officers of the local shall be considered as constituting
the commititee.
Section 10. The national secretary should be immediately informed of
alection of new ofiicers.
Section 11. Locals may adopt such by laws as they see fit perviged
same are not in conflict with the national constitution.
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ARTICLE SEVER DESCITLING
wection 1., All members must provide thersclives with copnies of the
f the party and endeavour %O

coatitution, manifesto and program
tamiliarize themselves with the sams.
Section 2. (a) Every member must attend one business meeting out
wv2ry three of the branch or local unless submivting good reasous.
In case of failure he or she shall be suspended for a »neriod decided
unon in each case by the local. At the end of the specified time he ceo
£oply for reinstatement.

(b) A member three or more months in arrears with dues
cr assessments, either national or loceal, shall be sutomatically &
cuspended and must as officer or an any committee. Such member cannot
vote or participate in discussions at party meetings. However, no one
shall cease to be a member if the local receives satisfactory
reasons of inability to keep such dues or assesments paid up to date.
Section 3. Every member must participate in all the activities of his
local such as sttending meetings, spreadang propaganda, literature etc.
Section 4. It shall be the duty of all party members to join the trace
union to w:ich they are eligible.
Section 5. Any member violating the provisions of the constitution
may be supended or expelled.
Section 6. No member may be disciplined except upon written charges
a copy of which shall be presented to the accused. He shall have at
least one weeks time in which to prenare his defence. The locals to
which he belongs shall elzsct a ¥eidd committee of three members which
shall hear all evidence, make a comalete record of seme and transmit
it to local together with the committee findings and recommendations,
2ll of which shall be subject to review by the local which shall rende
its decisiion as to the guilt and penalty, said decision on appeal o
the accused to be subject to revision by the national executive comi.
Section #. The national executive committee may revoke the charter o
any local violating the provisions of the national counstitution. No
charter shall be revoked however without the local being given a
hearing ny the national executive commitiee which shall ascertain the
facts before final action is taken, »rovided that the local be given
right of appeal at the next conventionl lMembers of expelled locels
who have taken no part in such violations may reorganise,become
members at larze, or become members of amy other local.
Section 8. The National executive committee may revoke the charter of
amy local having less than five members in good standing for three
consecutive months. Remaining membzars of such locals may become
members at large or members of amy other locel.
Section 9. The Party shall sell no literatvrc not in Keeping with the
Principles, either nationally or locally, cr the crganization.

Article Eight.

Bection 1. Referendums shall be taken a} the request of not less then
fifteen per cent of the total party membership
Section 2. The expense of the referendum shall
national treasury.
Section 3. A request for referendum shall be transmitted to the executi
executive secrefary who shall give it publicity in the party bulletin.
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Section 4. All propositions or other matters submitted for referc.l:
shall be presented in the party bulletin or in special circuadars
without preamble or comment by the mover and sheall be held open
sixty days for amendments and Ciscussion in the party bulletin . ..io

being counted b: the national executive committee at the end oi wiicl

tine, all votes in prior to the time of expiration shall be counted.

Section 5. All p¥e- reports on individual referendum ballots shall be.

signed by the financial secretary, corresponding secretary, and
organiser of the locsal.

Section 6 All referendums shall be decided by individual ballot.
Section 7 All members in good stending shall be entitled to vote,
the term "good standing” to mean that the member has paid dues to

within three months of the date of veto, »rovided that no member shall

be denied the right to vote because of inability to pey dues on
account of sickness or unem>lyyment. All members three months in
arrears for dues shall be notified by local sccretaries before theiw
names arc removed from the rolls.
Sectiod 8 Mombors joining the party after any mcasurc has boeen
Sresentcd and submitted for votc shall not be entitled to vote on
the samec.
Scction 9. All national officcrs may be rccallec
incompetency, or carclesness in their respective
National Sccrctary and thce members of the Nation
by fefercndum of the gencral membership

Article Ninc. Party Prcss
All papcers and periodicals speaking in the namce of the Proloterian
Party of amcrice shall bo party owncd and controlled.

Article ten Organisgors
All organisors of the Proletarian Party of Amcrica shall bc cmploye:
under tho dircetion of the national cxccutive committec. The nations
sccretary shall furnish organigors with standardiscd cxpensc books.

Article Elevoen.
Sccetion 1. In casc of cmergency funds may be raiscd ny the szlc of
ppocial assesmcnt stamps.
Scction 2. Pinancing of the national office shall be teken cars of
by spocial wiekly taxetion of cach locel according to its cbility o
raisc funds; this ability to be detormined by the national oxccutive
committee. ‘

an accoun: of
officcs as follows,
al oxccutive Committ:
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