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COMEADES:
We have just received s donation of $10 %o the
Bulletin Fund from Local Flint meking this issue possible,
We omitd®d from last issue the' reports on the various Punds,

but the reports here now bring the details of these funds
up-to-dgte.

Locals are urged to make greater efforts in relation
to National Office Funds. Our work has been greatly handicapped
lately owing to insufficient receipts,

The income on Proletarian News has barely permitted

its publication,in fact it has slipped behind a little on the
last three issues.

Now,with the fine weather and street meetings going
it should be possible to considesrably inorease circulation,
Lat us redouble our efforts Comrades,
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PENNY-A-DAY ¥UND,

Total received to Aprd! 13th $26.956
April 18th ILocal Los Angeles 1.00
L 26th "  Chicago 1.78
May lst " Detroit 2,00
4th " Grand Rapids 60

" ' " San Francisco 1,73
R 10th " Chicago .60
v 15th v San Francisco 1.02
" i n Jackson .86
roou " Tetroit 1,00
v X7tk w Rochester 5,00
¥ 19th " Boaton 1,00
" 20m@ " Chicago 1,17

v 20rd " Los Angeles «85
" 26th " Detroit 2.00
June 6th " Chicago 1.62
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PROLETARIAN BULLETIN
U IV -
{ sBCOMD SECTION )

Mo e D P - Y~

on Article Of Comrade Wass
{by G.M,0'8rien,Local Jos Angeles)

In order to give vent to his feelings Qomrade Wage,lu the
April Bulletin, grossly exagzerates the shortoomings of the
P, P,and the C,I, This indicates that there is ancther cguse
fer his dismatisfuction snd eomewhat panicy outlook, The make~
up of his article suggests that he has just entered the proce-~
A~ 2f co~vrdinating ths znowlsdgze acquired iun the revolutionay
movaasnut, Iy personal exrorience causes me at this time to thi
that nuch depends on influsnce from aseociation gnd a careful
Ye~vrendlng of Lenin's explanation of the fundamentals of Marxiam,

IZ the few instances he cites are all that is wrong with
the C.I and the P,P,then they are both better than I think
they are, He complaing hbout too much'sbstract”,and yet his
arficls is evidence that ir this respact he is very guilty;
¥is rather covert remarks about"self-styled theoroticilangm*¥*
"why insist" *** won directing tho movement of aotive Comrades
~----" That 18 very similar to what the Proudhonists,thé Blangu-
{sts, bokuninists gnd tho Weitlingists said about Warx,and also
8imiip: to what the onamies of Bolsheviam said about Lenin,

The weakness of our Party ls that those who have theoreti-
¢al ability have to do so much of the“ooncrots™ work of the
Party that they have not sufficient time for thooretical study.
Tre list of what Comrade Wass says wemust have in our program”
is oue evidence of how much"gctive ocmrades” need theoretical
"directing. v

(1} History of Capitalism in U.S.A,since 1776.

{2) 3Brief reviow of the cause of all previcus panics
and prosperous periocds,

(3) Explain differonce between periods of frea competition
with opon large frontler and imperialism with interngt-
ional trusts that divide the world's territory.

(4) ™o difference botween orisis in free competition
and those in the period of imperialism,

(5) Deal with the various oppositicn partics,thoir splits
and thoir respective programs,utopian and reformer
schomes ,contrasted with revolutionary Marxism,

{6) Clear view ¢f craft and industrial unions and how hot
t» be caugkt in tho groas~fire during strikes,

(7) A gulde for futursc movements that are bound to arise,
{8) How to work in mnomployed organizationa,

(9) How to organize party nuclei and rally advanced non-
party slements ato,
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(10) How to prevent solf-styled theoreticians from insisting
on dirccting the movement of gctive comrades,

(11) To remedy the obvious contradictien in our party position
to the C.I.

{12) Adopt a more critical position toward the C.I,

(13) To cecsse to remain in the positiou of reverent idolizers
and religious worshipers of the C.I, and with rovolutionarvw
courage stay with Marxian path,ete,

Taese thirtoen points when fully elaborated would cortainly
make an imposing volume. It would ccrtainly be an cxcellent
means of advertising our smsll party. If we could get the monsy
to print it and if we could find workers,cspcoially among the
unemployed,with money cnough to buy it.

Ne (1) itself would make a large volume,but there is great need
for it., Here I would quote what Ierin said at tho April, 1917
Bolshevik Confercnce,with dclegatos representing 70,000 membows :

".e..1t would be desirable to mreate a scientific organ
and develop literature desling with this subject,but for thig
we have neither the mon nor the means---"

2 and 4 would mske a much needed booklet, There is nothing
like that in oxistenco as far as I know, 3 is very important,
It would make a lengthy thesis or small pamphlet, 5 would make
a good sized pamphlet. It is slso nocessary. 6,7,8 and 9 should
each bo in the form of a thesis aond should be written by the
Detroit Comrades. The program should be s summery of our position
on all important issues,

Engels,somewhere, taunts the metsphysicians ebout their
horror of contradictions., In this respect Comrade Wass should
re~read what Dietzgen has to say., Wass says; "It is a well known
fact by this time,that the sntire C.I.,after its Fourth Congrose,
had swamped itsolf in profusion of reforms,that would put the
Second International to shame..." This is an irrosponsible stdte-
ment. The great mejority of the members of the C.I,and its theo-
reticlans are in the US S R . Even"the ontire" 2nd Internatickfs:
nal,before and during the wer,had the Bolsheviks and smaller
groups in most ovey country,including the Prolotarian University
group that becamec the P,P,

To whom is it"a well known fact?" Docs he mean Trotsky
and thoss who are influenced by his writings? It certainly is
not"a wall known faet" to me and I have road most of the C.I.
and Trotsky literaturs during that period, It is safe to say
that there are millions of workers,many of whom are better
informed than Comradec Wass or mysclf on this subjeot,vho do not
consider it"a well known fact," Wass complains about too much
"abstraet” but merely mentions only three concretes,for this
very large ebstract. (1) "Chinese fiascov (2) "Mexican oxder
fai proleterian insurrcection” (3) German losses of Communist
votes,”

He a2gsumes that the members of the P,P are well infor-
mad on these thres concretes, I do not know enough about the
affair in China to tako Trotsky's statoment that it was a "fiasmo"



3 Is Comrade Wass so wall informed on this subject that he is
warranted in making the abstraction"fiasco"? If so how come that
he has not informed the membors of the P.P,,and the readors of
its official organ,on this highly complicated guestion?.I know
nothing about (2).

As for 3"it is a well known fact" thaat some workers will
vote for one party at this elsction gnd for another at the next,
It is possible that some of these who votad for the P,P,in Mich-
igan at the last election might not vete for the P,P in the next
election, Then thore is such a thing as ballots being destroyed
or not counted. Doocs Comrade Wass know thaet the Fascists did not
do that thing with the Communist vote ¢

Sinco its ihception the P.P.has endorsed the theory and
policy of the C.I, Comrade WasSs secs"agn obvious contraediction”
bacause we point to the"worthlossness of its American section”,

Acccrding to that anti-dialectic method of reasoning,to condemn
a rart is to condemn the whole.

The" revolutionary courage" of Comrade Wass is expressed
by his sneers"revorent idolizers"--"religious worshipers"against
these memdors of our party who adhere to the party policy regar-

ding the 3.I. The same metaphysical method could be used regard-
ing his loyalty to Naerxism,
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Fartihor Criticism Of Rergstrom's jrtice
In the March Bulletin,
{(by C.M.0'Brien, Local Les Angeles)

My criticism of Comrade Bergstrom's article in the March
Bulletin omitted his guotation from Lenin's speech at the April
1917 Conforonce,becsuse it was some years since I had read that
material, Sinco them I have rercad the large pamphlet contsining
Lenin's thesis and speeched at that Conference and T find that

Bergstrom used that quotation in a way that complotely distorts
what Lenin moant,

On page 22 Lonin says: "The Soviets of Workers end
Soldigrs Deputies,sprecding thoe network of their organization
over 2all of Russia,arc at this time tho contral force of the
revolution;---" (On pahe 84 he says: "What then arc the tasks
of the revolutionary precletariat? ..."What wa shall discuss aro

concrete steps and measuros, Some of thosc are ripe and some aro
not ripe."

On pags 25 Lenin says: "Te first thing the Soviets
must aecomplish is the nationalization of the 1land", then he
goes on and includes the banks and the big #hiddftidd‘syndicates,”

Cn page 28 we find what Comrsde Bergstrom quotedy "If
we suffer defeat,we shall have partisl success, We shall have
roforms. Reforms are an suxiliary means in the class struggzle,”

Suraly Comrada Bergstrom must have noticed that two lines
above wherc he started to guote,Lenin said: "We must nct degen-
crate into reformism,”

Why 81dnt Bergstrom quote that statemont? Was 1% becausea
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it dces not fit in with his opportunist tendencies? Iess than
thrse pages from where Bergstrom quotes,Lenin says: "All the
meagsuces just indicated,as well as others of the same nature,
cculd and should be not merely discussed and prepared so that
they might be carried out on a natienal scale iw cass the pro-~
latariat gained power but,wherever opportunity presents itself,
should be carried into life immediately by local ravolutionary
crgans of people’s power.,"

On the same page Lsoin says: " When all such measures
ave carried out,Russia will stand with one foot in Socialism."
And,on page 41, "This is all that we can promise and must do now.
Asein on page 45, "If you will weit until the law is written,and
do notv in ' the meantime take revolutionary action, you will have
neither the law nor the land." (u page 46, "You propese that
the peasants enter into sgreements with the landlords, We say
thiat the land shoulé be taken right now,"

Surely it is aparent that the veforms Lenin advocated

Were,3ike those cf Marx and Engels in the Cormunist MNanifesto,
to be after the workers took power,or "by local revolutlonary
organs of peopla's power," ,in defiance of t1 capitalist
"government,"

Nowhere,from the beginning to the end of this docus
ment dces Lonin recommend that the capitalist government be
asked for a solitary reform, Under other circumstances even
such reforms might be "auxiliary means in the class struggle,”

Lenin accused the social-chguvinists of trying to
"uturn Marx into a hackneyed liheral," Cocmrade Bergsbtrom is
trying to turn Lonin in%o a hackneded reformsr, It is worthy
cf ncte that Comrade BergstroM's article began with a lofty
aparent revolutionary attitude,and concluded by recommending
reform "teeth,”

If the social storm srising from the prsssnt crisis
already causes g trdght young student like Comrade Borgstrom $o
so glaringly misunderstand Leninfs intent then what is tc become

of such members in our party when the storm really breaks?

Anyhow, it is evident that Comrade BRergstrom is net
yet competent to recommend“testh” for our Party program,
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Criticism of Coprade Larson'!s Article
In the Pebruary Bulletin,

{(by C.M.0'Brien,Tccal Los Angeles)

Comrade Larson's article in the Pebruary Bulletin rsminds
us that we"happlly sjected sometime mrgo a number of srratic
theoreticians who" thought that the falling rate of profit was
the cawse of panics, Hawaver,that is not why they werea ejscted,
Thoy were ejectad becauss they violated party disciplins,

Comrade Larson continuas:" And there wera others who,giving
no evidsnce of having investigated the complex formations of
modern economic 1life,or the background of it ,declarsd that the
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srisis wus merely due to ovaerproduction; that panics ccme and
g0 in thoeir cyeles-- and let #he Party's pociticn on the depress-
wor stzué with little more than suca & wholly inadeguate state-
nert,.m

1L agree that the Party’s positior on the 2risis, as outlined

at 1ts Conventicn a year ago last June,was inadcquate. Bui ot
wholly inadequate, Thare vwere two maln causes for this, An inade-
guate thaoretical level of our leaders,and the disruptive policy
oFf the "erratic theorsticisns” mentioned by Comrade Larson, How-
aver the shortcomings of our Party on the crisis in penersal are
not erratic statsments,ard if T mistake not, 6 also theories,such
98 I think gre to be found in Larscn's article,

It is unfortunately true that the wording of our program

implies the narrcow view men%icred by Comrade Larson, But on our
special theses on Cbjective Conditions(which Larson must be
fawiliar with) the difference between this crisis and former
rarics is omphasized., Also,thst capitalism has definitely entered
its

i period of decline, Comrade Lgsrson,who has joined us since
that time,says:" The depression is due,not to industrial over-

production, but to basic overproductivity, which is an entirely
different matter,”

I am aware that there is o difference between commodities
produced and the means of production.But that theyars in this
respact so#¥FFHtFRE7 "entirely difforont” I am not so sure, I
wish he had referred us to where we could find authorative evid-
snca, Comrade Iarson admits that thers is overproduction of raw
materizls but he contonds that the warehouses stand prasctically
empty of finished manufactured articles. The latest figures I
have seen shows that the stock of manufactured is slightly lass
tham in 1929 and that there has been an incraease in the supply
0f raw materials,but the total in October 1932 zrs about the
same 88 in Qctober 1929

Comrade Larson says: "To declarc,for example,as SO many
cslements in the general labor mnovement have done,that the depra-
ssion has merely redivisioned,but not seriously reduced,the ircome
cf thoe bourgsoisio,is to be guilty of oxtveme a2bsurdity.” Well, The
Journal c¢f Commerce publishad"Interests and Tividends for 1929,
amounting to#7,864,000,000,for 193C $8,572,000,000,for 1931 #5,22.
0C0,000 and for the first 1C months of 1932 #6,05C,000,0C0,

I canrot vouch for the nccuracy of these figures.But it
should be remembered that there is probably twenty millions of
workerg still on tha job,using the most efficient means of produ-
ction,speeding to the limit receiving wages that are little meore
than half of what they raccived before the crisis.

Comrade Iarson gives figures to show that from 1866 to
the latter part of the 90's there wns an insresse in the nomirnal
and the resl wages,"Thon both the price index and the nominal
wage began te flutter,buot on the whole went up equally antil 1914."
I am not much on figures,but I am sure that ths figurass he quotes
and the conclusions hs draws dc rot fit the facts,

If real ard nerminal wages wors incressing how ars wa to
account for hurdreds of thousands ¢f unorganized workers spontan-
sously going on strike in 1877 their motto being¥It is better to
starve idle than working", Then,fromthz latter part of the 8('s
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until gbout 1903, the conditions were so bad ,most of the time,
uriemployment so great,Coxie's Army marching on Washington, that
there grew up in the labor movement a philosophy of sespair.

It was then that the theory arose of a "return to industrial
feudalism." %ven Xarl Kautsky,one of the greatest Matxian theor-
eticians of that time,admitted later that "e thought capitalisnm
was at an end and the worksrs unprepared to take power.

The American-Spanish, British-Bosr and the Russioan-Jspan-
ese wars,and the gold rush to the Xlondyke, gave capitalism a new
leass on 1ife. Then there was the panic of 1907-1998. Then from
the latter part of 1912 until the war of 1914 ,the conditions were
so bad that a wave of textile,coal,metal and other strikes swept
the country. The government became alarmed and appointed the In-
dustrial Relations Commission to investigate, Their report showed

that the cost of living was considerably more than the average
wage.
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New kiethods To Meet Changed Conditions
(by Al.Renner,local Detroit)

The Pre-Convention discussion in the Party Bulletin has
clearly shown the great need for mecting the issue that is so
extremely current,that is,the davelopment of our Party to meet
the objective conditions of the day., In the entire discussion,
both in the Party Bulletin and inthe ILocals,I have not heard
expressed any feeling to the contrary. OQur general statement,
wheroas correct,should be more specifically developed in detrail,
thus providing a guidc not only to the rank and file, but also to
the members upon whosc shoulders falls the interpretation of the
Party position, The great nsed is for the dovelopment of profess-
ional revolutionaries,spaciglists in a particular fisld,and this
work must be the task of our next Convention,

Comrade O'Brien has refarred to the objectiof increasing
the number of members to tho Executive Committes from seven to
fifteen., He has also stated that it did not produce the desired
rosult,and has recommenda2d the reduction sgain to seven, With

this I heariily agree,and would suggest the following procedure
for the naxt Convention:.

. (1} ?hat a committes of seven constitute the N.E,C.,of
which the National Secretary would be s member,

2. That only Comrades who can give the major portion
0f their time accept as members of the N.E.C.

3. That they he in a position to meet at least every
gecond month,and be so located as to make such meetings possible
without travelling several thoumand miles, Tha quastion msy arise
that this would not provido yepresentation for the Pacific Consat
and possibly for New York City., However,in this important work,
Comrades in the districts that would add strength to the N.E.C,
should be dbrought in closc proximity to the National Qffica,

4, That their work be divided in tho following mannex;
One member of the N,E.C.bc assigned the study and specialization
on the farm question. It will be his duty to proeparc a thesis deal-
ing with the farm question,to be endorsed by the N.E.C.,a2nd he thsa
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to be in charge of all work dealing with the farm question
concerning the Party. Also,that he appoint a Comrade in each
district,to work under his supervision,who shall be an ex-of fici:
member of any committec in said district dealing with the quastic
of work among the farmors. Also, that the district membsrs and
tho N,E.C mombers be footloose,that they iray go wherevor impokt-
ant dcvelopmonts among the farmers are taking place,

5, Tat the same plan be followed regarding other work to )
which each membor of the N.3.C.will be assigned,such as Uncmploy:®
Councils, United Front Iscuocs, International Aflairs, Eduwcation

Rosearch . Work,Pinanco and Party Press,

6. It shall be the duty of the N.E,C mombers snd the Bist-
rict Ordanizers to adjust any irragularities which may arise in
any local psrtaining to the department of which they are in dwerg:.

With this plan developed,we will have an active organizaticw
able cope with any smergency that may arise,and in this manrer
effact tho necessary stimuli to the development of a masa Party.
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Commanist International
( by Mary Wright,Iocal Boston)

The Proletarian Party should discuss very seriously the
question of the Third Internationsl,taking into considoration
all the events of the past few years.

The position taken at the last Convention,and expressed in
the Platform,is that the C.I. is the best intcrnational working-
class organization,but that its American section is worthless,
To say that the C.I is the best International does not necess-
arily mean that we accept overything it does without criticism,
The vory fact of our opposition to the C.P of A,is in itself
very savere criticism of the C.I. And,in addition,many of the
policiocs for which we criticiame the Communist Party ars the
directions of the Communist Ihtornstional,

For oxample,the C.I and the C.P are in perfect harmony on
the negro question; the C,I has repeatedly instructed the T.P
to continuc its policy of dunl unionism,and on the question of
the united front we find thae C.p of A acting exactly as directed
by the C.I. ™o C.I has ropestedly urged a united from from
balow .Even in its May lst manifesto that is vhat it urgsd, In
other words,the continued attempt to control or smash 211 united
fromts is not poculiar to tha American movement,but is rathwr
pa2rt of the instructions of the Internationsl. We should take
cognizance of those facts,and critiecize the C.I in oxactly the
seme way that we criticize the C.,P of A. To do otherwise is to
either convert the C,I into a Vatican,above critigismjor else
to stoop to petty political tricks in an offort,a vain effort
in all probability,to win rocognition from the C.I.

A real Communist doss not worship,he attempts to undor-
stand, He does not condemn onc organization while uncritically
praising snother which is the same. If the C.,P of A is rotten,
then the C,I is no mors sound,for the crrors which we find in
the C.P of A,are carriad out under the guidance of the C.I..
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