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COMRADES

: The Proletarian News, July issue,has just been shipred
to the Locals and the single copies sre now being wrapned for
mailing. Income for the paper has fully covered this issue and
the balance owing the printer is down to %105.75(including July
issue). So,we are not falling behind on the paper,The balance
1s about the same as at the beginning of the year,but we are not
getting shead. With present income the circulation cannot be in-
creased or the paper gotten out more frequently. We should try
wipe out the deficit and get a balance on hand toward increasing

the size of the paper,or its more frequent appearance.ji sub drive
would help.

The Convention Fund,it will be observed,has not grown
very fast and the time for its disbursement will soon be here,

We are again reminding you that pre-Convention discussi:’
gaterial should all be in National Office not later than Augus®
first.
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PENNY-A-DAY FUND. ) |
Coe= T Total received to June 6th - $49.17
June 19th TLoecal Jackson 1,09
" 23rd "  Bam Francisco +89
" 26th " Chicago 1,68
July 3rd "  TLos Angeles - 1436
v " "  Boston .50
Total Received w
| NATIONAL OFFICE WEEKLY TUND.
. Total received to June 6th 568,23
June 13th Yocal Chicego 1i45
" 20th " Elkhart ' 1,00
" 22nd " Boston 1.00
" 27th " Chicagap, 2,00
" 28th " Buffalo 5.00
July 3rd " Boston < 1,00

Total Received B 79.68
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2 PROLETARIAN - NEBWS GUARD FUND.

Total roceived to Junc 8th 78,90
June 19th Local Rochester E.Xorchien 1.00-
" " 3. Koweki 2.00
" " " 1} B. E‘Gld 1 o 00
" " " " 3, Tishler 1.00
July 3rda v Chicago S.uzakis .50
o . Total Recaived 3 84.40
CONVUNTION FUND,
Boston .~ Quota 330 : 15,50
Rochester " 40
Buffalo " 30
Detroit " 100
Flint n 30 30,00
Grand Rapids " 20
Nilzs " _ 10
Benton Harbor v 10
Hishawaks " 10
Blkhart " 10 4,50
Chicggo " 60 28.90
New York " 10 ‘
Jackson " 10 3.50
Hanovesr " 10
Danville L 10
Milwaukeec " 10
Los Angcles " 30
San PFrancisco " 50 : 20.00
~ Mccosta County 1C

$ 500,00 Total Receivads 107,40

Locals Datroit and Bullalo report money on hand for
Comvention Fund,but rot yet received at N.0.
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BULLETIN FUND,

Total Received to Junc 8th $12.00

Junc l4th Local Buffalo 1,00
mon M.A.Larson 1.00
July 3rd Iocal San “ran01sco 5.00

Total Received % 19,00

_——.._~_..__-_—__..__....._._.._.__..._..__-_.._...._._..._..__..

DAY'S WAGE FUND

Roceived to Junenh2nd $18.00
Juno 13, Local Chicago Anna Tomasik 2.00
*“1 ; 20" Tw " Allen Nelson 2,00
ﬁw- " "woon. " T. Anderson 1.00
‘ " " " Rochester ¥.MeCollum 5,00
| "% 20.

—-———.a—-«--—--—_—————.-———_---—_—...._—..—...____,.__-_..—

PARTY EXPANSION PFUND
Formerly acknowledged from Local Flint . $20.00
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PRE- CONVENTION DISCUSSION

Shortcomings To Be Overcome
(by Morris Prizant, Local San Francisco)

We have naver claimed to be the acme of perfection as a
revolutionary organization, We are the best rapresentatives
of Marxism in America.This does not blind us to the fact that
we have plonty of faults and shortcomings. Consequently,it
bshooves our membership as a whole to be continuaslly alart to
ferret out and eliminate our weaknesses from time to tima.

L e This will be the chief task awaiting our dslegates at the
;‘*ij coming convention,

Ore of the Taults which we must remedy consists of stamp-
ing out individualism that still cxists in our party.Coming
out or America whers individuslism among the masses of workers
hag been and still is more pronounced than in most other capit-
alist nations,it is not surprising that we have this problem, .

When members enter our party and learn something of Marx-
ism,they can and do easily and quickly drop the false ideolog-~
ical concepts dserived from capitalist sources.Unfortunately,
many of our members hava not dropvad ths individualistic terp-
srament that grew up with thsm in their capitalist surroundines.
Consequsntly,many of our membars zccept Morxian theory,but in-

" stsad of bchaving like comrunists should,cling to thsir narrow,
- petty bourgeois and individualistic outlook. The worst types o
g»' such members are thoss who have learned some of Marxian theory,
ar3 blessed with the"gift of the gab'™,and ara ovarvhelmad by
their knowledge and loquaciousnass,so that thoy arrive at the
pyschological position where they think that thoir own judgo-
ment is infinitely superior to the ovinion of the majority of
the 1ocal they have inflicted themselves upon.

Those individuals,with their "leader" complex, have suce-
ezded at times to gather around thomselvses cliques composed of
gullible and incexporienced membsrs,for the purpese of using
them to put over what they think the organization: neads.

Fortunatcly,ws are fresr of thsse types than are the
other working class organizations,and we are so organized that
though such types have caused us some damag: by their chaap
manocvurifignowrmembership sees to it that these "genarals" are
on the outside looking in,

AR The most prevalent form of individuslism which wa suffer

3%, | from is from thosc who give lip service to Marxism,but are too
individualistic to support the party by putting in their time
and energy and ara unwilling to part with some of their incoma
to aid the party.

Lonin stated many times that it was ths sslf sacrifies
and heroism of tha bulk of the Bolsheviks which finally made
. 1t possible for the Bolsheviki to amerge triumphant as the
standard bearers of the prolctarian revolution., The members of
the Bolshevik party were forced to carry on in dangarous sure-
oundings, They risked their lives and took cliances of long
imprisonment in order to strengthen the revolutionary movemant
in Russia. - .
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Here in America,as yet,we are not called upon to tgke the

chances which the Bolsheviki took. It is rossible we may in

the futdre. At present however,the only sacrifices we are call-

ed upon to make is the giving of some of our energy and time

and money. It is true that the latter is becoming more diffiec-

ult to sacrifice due to the depression,

Cur party doss not expect members to work themselves o '
the point of exhaustion and ill health nor are members asked
to part with funids which they nsed to procure the vital necess-
ities,as we realize that i1l and undernurished members cannot
function in the movemaent at their best, But all membars are
called dn to do their bit.

Yet we ars faced with individualism so deaply rooted in
some of our members tha® the unheppy result is a glaring con-
trast in the party,whorein some of our members are working them -
selvas sick ard givirg money they cannot afford: while others
of the individusiistic teémperament arc long on complaints, but
very short or financial and other support.

Comrade 0'Brien im his articlc ontitled"Criticism™ allu~
des to some of thaseo memb=2rs who wers very active inreal estate
Sp3culating,purchasing cars and radios,and laying away ncst
eg2s which were broken befora they could be eaten, He might
~have mentioned those peculiar types of party members who could
afford to spend hurdreds of doliars intouring and vacationing

and while ngaged in this pleasant rast-time, spcks under the
ausplces of tho party and then charged or took payment for their
Sarvicas when they damn well knew what a struggle it was to got
ous "The Proletarian’, In may casgs these typ2s of individualidis
8iways seemed to ba broke when funds for +hae party werc ngeded,
and also manags to ranege on pPledgzs which they glibly make but
fail to live up to. Yat,strangely enough,thess types who camnot
find any money for the party cam find some to ape the Bourgeoisic
b% throwing private house partics,providing liquor refrashments,
cte.

: We can howl from now to doomsday about our srall news-
baper,its irrsgular appearancs;we can gracn and moan;we can curcc
the National Secretary and what not,but all of this commotion
will not get us vary-far,unlsss some of the mambers who can aff-

T2 it ceme ~across better and drop thoir cheapness, their petty-

.Bourgeois concern sbout themselves,and give more to the party i-

the form of actual work and hard cash,

On of the things we should see to is that the above des-
cribed types,of which alas wa have too many,should not be placad
%%VOffiCial positions,regardless of their speaking or other abil-
ities.

, Individualism is not the only malady that affects the Party.
Therc is a bad tendency in our organization among some of our
members,i.e,isolating themselves from workers outside the move-
ment, In extreme instances,there are comrades who got into the
Pa;}y and,after getting some enlightenment,assumed cither a sup-
grficial or elsa patronizing attitude to workers not yet class
conscious. True,all these comrsdes theoretically racognize that
ws need contact .with as many workors ss we can reach, vat those
particular members bagin to look upon therselves as part of a
charmed circle, They mingls largely with other membsrs and make
no efforts to cultivate friemdships ang acquaintances among the




they cant bear the scissorbills, They will address them from
the soap box ghd the platform,yst shun association with out-
Siders as essiduously as a devout JMohammedan Keeps away frem
hogs.

This "segregitis™ complex must ba overcoms. Most of our
members are f£and of some recreative diversion, The Party is not
opposed to this nor expects members to live 1iks agcetics and
hermits. Marx liked his beer, Lonin found his reorcation in a
game of chess, Trotsky was fomd of hunting,Some of our membars .
enjoy bridge games,swimming,and various othor forrs of recreation.
They should also see to it that thoy do not seok solely tho com-
Fanionship of othor ocomrades in thoso diversions Out should learn
to cultivate the friandshiy of outsiders and thus broadon eontact
for poseidle recruits for the Party.

Wa should also asncourage now recruitas to eling to vhataver
800ial .contact they may have,fhe writer of this artiols remombders
whon ho firet joined the Party, After entering ho becamo a0 impr..
®s88ad with Marxism and the knovladgs of his new found soquaintan-
coea that he gradually drifted away from formor associates amd in
about threo mohths mamaged to drop a host of friends and acqueiné
tances that had basen built up through living i{in ono neighborhood
ovor twelve years,thus losing touch with potontial material for
the movement. Such errors ean be ovorcome to somo oxtont by org-
anizers of locals improssing omn all members ,sspecially the nower
gggs,the importance of "standing in" with as many workers as poss-

e, . ) i
One of our other shortcomings,ir tha opinion of this writcr

lays in the realm of theory, Thers is no doudbt that our offorts to

8pread Marxian cducation and popularizo it,has beon highly succ-
esaful ,eonsidering the rosourcos at our disposal, We can éafely

assert that we have donec morc of this vital work than all other

working class organixations put together,during the whole post-
war period, '

However,we have not applied Marxism to the specific con-~
ditions of theo UeS.A,n8 well 28 w2 can, The general theory of
Marxism will find groster acccptance among American workers if
we dsvote more time to analyzing the historical background and
precsent soeigl phenomena ,more or loss peeuliar to this country,
We have fallen down on this to sone sxtent,

For instance,therc is g prodlom of crirs, In =2 gonoral
fashion we have correstly explaifed the various causas that
result in crime, But have we analyzed crime in America,and answoy

- red the question"why homicid2s9",and cormissior of other crimes

are much greater here in Amerieca than in Gapitalist Buropa 7
Have we ascortainzd the origin and causas of "Rachetooring”, a
form of erimirality which flourishes largely on American go0il?

Then thors is the probvlem of 1C,000,000 nativs born pror-
icans of the negro racos. Wa have scarecly avor reforred to them,
let alonc analyzad their social Status thoroughly and the effocts
of thoir status in American socicty and its bearing on the clase
struggle hoere,

During the last nationsl eleations ,through our prass,ws |
capably domonstrated that both Hoover and Roosetvelt represcnted
the capitalist class ~nd wora eromices of the workars, Yet we
neglected to point out that though both wsre opposad to the
workers interests,at the same time tho capitalists ware divided
on these candidatos,that a bitter strugzlc e raging botweern the
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capitalist class,and that these¢ candidates represented differe
factions with opposing economic,and,therefore, opposing politicel
interests, The question of whether Hoover represcnted the finan-
clers,and Roosevely the industrialists,or if each reprosented
opposing interests hetween both or either one of these mentiored
groups should have been clarified.

As an American revolutionary party,it is up to us to tackle
and concentrate on questions pertaining to all problems specific
to this country. To fight successfully we must be familiasr with
our battlefigld, the U,S.A,and our cnemy,the American capitalist,
Of course i1t is agreed that the enemy is the whole international
capitalist class,but as Morx states;"The proleteriat*** must,of
course,Tirst of all settle matters with its own bourgeoisie,"

We have the best working class party inamerice, It is up to
us to improve it vastly by openly recognizing our faults.The Corn-
vention presents a great opportinity to do ‘so, Iet all our merher-
See to it that the best qualified are sent,and wé can hail this
convention as a kreat step forward in improving and building up
the revolutionary movement of Americs,
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CRITICISM
(by Carl Babbitt Local Flint)

In Comrade 0'Brien's article in the Mey Bulletin he spelks
of the theoretical poverty of our members and especially in Tocr
Detroit,and the surface sores that result from this condition.

I fully agree with him and have expressed this opinion many
times to the members of the N,E.G.and others,and will further
staté that the situstionin ILocal Detroit has produced a running
sore,spreading into other locals of the Party( sometimes by unde:
ground methods) a dangerous disease,stifling the 1life of the Par

I have been waiting to see articles appear in the Bulletin
from the N,E.C.members in local Detroit,giving their views way
a Convention should be held, explaining the weaknesses and short-
comings of the Party and what could be done to improve dwr prog-
ran and tactics, So far they have besn strangely sitent,but twd
members of the local have spoken, Comrades Schockinger and wass,
and their articles are certificates of the theoretical poverty
prevailing there,especially the article of Comrade Wass who is
looked upon as one of the best theoreticians in the loecal.

Before dealing specificilly with the aricle of Comrade
Wess,I will deal with the situation in its entirety ,giving my
views of a basic weakness that causes situations like the one
prevailing in local Detroit to develop, It is the inability of
the members to understand the difference between the practical
or every-day struggle of the workers and the tsak of building
a revolutionary political party to direct the class struggle of
the proletariat.

The class strukgle and the every day struggle are two
distinet things,sltho the class struggle develops out of and
includes the ever day strugrle, The every day struggle is a
less conscious struggle on the pars of the workers.It is simed
to improve thalr condition within capitalism, The class stru
PPV ] . e ym e e . B 1 ,",. 7 '1:,4 .
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1s a wider and mors conscious struggle onthe part of the working
class against the capitalist class, The workers who récognize the

lrrsconsilable antagonisms betwesn these two classds,struggle for
politieal supremacy in order to gholish Capitalisp,

Lue to the rapid asccumulation of capital in America,the workex:,
have been thoroughly imbued with the ideology of Capitalism,For
years they have been chasing capitalist rainbows,trying to get ric’
on the installment plan @md hZve negiected all forms of working
class orgesnization, Thersforz.in a crisis,they are totally unprep-~
arsd,unorganized ,and cermpletely igncrant of the nature of the soc-
iety in which they live,Tloundering about imas delirium, Having
hope and confidence in the institutions of Cepitalism, they meke no
effcrt to struggle against them. Thus in the first two years of ti~
crisis,with lingering memories of the' years ofrgood times™, the
Yorxers were merely hoping,wishing and praying,that things would
somekow get better, In the last two years there have been some
attenpts made by the workers to resist the encroachments of the
vapitalist class upon their standards of living., A growing disc-
orvent will manifest itself gs conditions get worse and workers .
lose confidence ard hope.It ig our duty to accelerate this develop: .,
ment by increasing our propaganda and aghbtationgbreaking down the
confidence of the workers in the institutions of Capitalism,

As the every day struggle develops ami the discontent of the
workers becomes more and more nanifest, the workers in their help-
lessness due to the fact that they do not understand the social
structure,are always looking for somebody to do something for them
All sorts of freaks, would-be social reformers ,amd social-quacks of
every description, make their appearance with panaceas gnd cure-alls
for the ills of society,pretending to do "something for the unfort-
unate suffering masses, Catholic priests,preachers,politicians,
bankrupt business men would-be socialists ,and empty headed"cormun-
ists™ join hands with the workers in a struggle against the bankers
and big capitalists for a more equitable distribution of wealth, to
inprove the conditions of soclety,to make this a better Capitalisn.

What should be our attitude towrd this struggle? should we be-
come absorbed in i%? I say N0, AS workers we must participate in
this struggle to a certain extent because as menmbers of the working
‘class we are subject to the same ccnditions as any other worker,

But as Communists we have a higher duty,the building of a revolut-
ionary party to direct the way out of Gapitalism to & higher fornm

- of society,a Communist society. And we cannot proceed upon the basi -
of sentiment, feeling sorry for the workers because they are sufferin =
and pretending,like the would-be Saviors, to be doing something for
the workers but with Persistent propagands and oducation we mus &
teach and inspire the workars to fight for themselves, They are
sufforbhpggto a great extent because they have neglected working
class education ard orgarization. We must mske them understand this
and drive home to them that the only way the workers will eWer zet
anything is by organizing gand fighting for it.0f course the vast
majority of the workers will only learn this through their own bitter
experiences, best

The every day struggle can bé<4leveloped conscioysly into the .

class struggle through the intrdduction of Marxism into the conflict.
The theory of Communism dces not deavelope out &f the strugzles of

the working class under capitalism,but is applied to that stcugzle
by the revolutionists wio have roms urdevetending of Matzisnm, In
"Socialism,Utopian and Scientific? Fngelssteaches us that Cormunism
is an extension of thé vrinciples arrived at by the French miterial-
ists,German idealists,anc the three great utopian socialists?gt,Simo

-




.~ bers of the C,P,and it came to me as & surprise from a member of

Fourier and Robt.Owen, Engels #lso states;"That communism is a
science snd demands the same trestment as any other science,it

must be stidied." Only by studying can we acquite an understanding
of Communism,and only with an understanding of Communism-can we
intelligently participate in the revolutionary movement and do our
part to develope class consciousriess gmong the workers and tura
their unconscious every day struggles into a congcious class strugklc
for emancipation from wage-slavery.

The worfers in their struggles to improve their conditions
under Capitalism can never raise themselves above the level of
bourgsois ideology and bourgeois politics. Thus when we absorb
ourselves in the every day struggles of the workers we ars abandon~
ing Cormunist ideology for bourgeois ideology. ’ ‘

The Socialist Party in the past developed into an organization
of reformism and opportunism of the worst type by becoming entirely
sbsorbed in the practiocal struggles of the workers. The Communist
Party hag degenerated into the same type of organization by placing

the immodiate needs of the workems before everything else., Al OTg-
anization of belly Cormunists ,incapable of getting their thoughts
above their stomachs, And basically,this is the cause of all the
confusion in local Detroit. The desire to grow by being more pract-
icad. Belittling thedry as Comrade Schockinger says:"Our paper is
too theoretical.," We should be more practical and not waste so much
yime ontheory is a statement often heard there.I was telling & merl :¢
of the N.E.C in Local Detroit about the good local we had developed
in Flint,meinly through study class work carried on theke last win-
ter ,and he replied:" What practical work are you doing?" He then
ggid:"The only thing they are doing inFlint is studying books," I
heve heard this same phrase many times from the enmpty headed mem-

our N.E.C. Yes,the members of local Plint are studying books and
they have developed & good local that is an asset to our Party,
and if the N.E.C,members of local Detroit would read s few more
books they would possibly eliminate much of the confusion prevail~
ing 'thereo

At this $ime in America when the working class is showing :
signs of moving to resist the capitalist class,it becomes more g
imperitive than ever for us to study and aqwire a better underst-
anding of Marxism, Because,as Tonin states;" We should actively -
resume our theoretical work that we started inthe Socialist Party
with the formation of the Proletarian University snd the public-
ation of The Proletarian magazlne. Because we werg the most sdvan-
ced sectionof the movement theoretically then we led the Left-wing
development in the Socialist Party and then led the entire movement
in America and brought the Communist Party into being. We can con-
timue to lead and be the vanguard of the American working class if
we place the importance of theory first and as ILenin says; "Activaly
counteract the confusionosnd vacillation prevailing in PRACTICAL
work and expose and repudiate every consclous or unconscious atte-
mpt to degmade our progran and tactics." Lenin further states; .
nwithout & revolutionary theory there can be no revolutionary move-
ment. This camnot be insisted upon too strongly at a time wheh the -
fashionable preaching of opportunism is combined with absorption iz
the narrowest forms of PRACTICAL ACTIVITY."

. This is exactly what the situation is inlocal Detroit, Belitt-
ling theory and stressing the importance of practical work in the
every day struggle. A desire to grow by accomplishing monentary
gsuccesses in the every dxy atruggle of the workers, So strong has

e SR
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this tendency developed in the local that inthe recent Briges

Strike there our members were satisfied to sssume a position of
supportirg the workoers . by £ollowing them, To veccme the tall end
ir g workews stvruggle merely oz ugmenta“y sugcess is rot sound
Qopmunee t “tacbnbe@ The same menber of the Neu,c that looked on
loes# Flint vi%h cor ttempt for mevely studying bo oks said: "In thc
Crigys strile we provad to the workers that we wers with thenm,”

I can mnderatand & capitalist nolitician trying to nrove to the
working cluss that he is with them, dut for a class conscious
menbar of the working class tc have to prove to the workers that

it

he i3 with them thers nmust he & somathlnv wrony with hinm, He

gursly is standing cn his head.

In the recent disturbances of the farmers in Macomb county,
two of our members ona of them a member of the N.E.GC, was so degi-
ous ¢¥f being ps sactical and acnlevinz ron antary success that thew
fellowed the farmers irio ths 1e¢msﬁatuf at Jansing easking for
a meyitorivam on fsrm mcrtpaguno Tn thig instance it shows not’
0“17 £ v1»1 ngun°s to folicw but elso a desire for lesdevrshiiy,

&% &0 to plaving 3he gans of rotten boarwa01n pOllthS

cecause the workers by themnsslvas can rever rise above the

laval

o7 bPLr”bOLﬂl;u9C1““V and pol’tlc” in their s+rvggles the
gtmilza erlad in the formaticn of a patriotic union ekd the
8 mevenend ternﬁnatea in & bourgeois lsgislatare and our
g wewe setisfled norsly %o ©ollow aleng and try to prove

» The v weme LheJ, we -can nevsy nlsy the part of the van-
gka‘u by puranling qank *“Qa;ﬁSa Iasfe:s;;n can cnly coms by not
folicwiag Mut p“o" ng to .«a WoTKS in scheixr Strugvle: that we

aniing pointing out to
Em”']h Be Goma and wihsb spould not be dons, Ouly through
standing the line of nerch car ws win the confilence and
veapect of .the working slass,

T
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Wa should carry our propagarda to the workers in gll their
strugeles, to develope understanding solidarity aml lcyalty amonz
£g P g. ya ..oy
the workers to acheive their *mmsdiate object¢ve and endeavour £
davelop the struggis intc a ccmscious trwgcle of the workers
N g:) h - — 2 -
£g9:rst Che capitaliist class ond tusir avsten of exnloitation,

Wavanoule atyive 5 Ycad cniy upcn the bfais of ouw program and
as 7oy wlliingly fu1¢=w *bhe w rzeve Lm their olfcris 1o ereLy
improvs "h:jw condlvions within Papitalis e Dastss .wiil pave

to lenm many th_rﬁ" thoough shelr own at,mex sxpariences,

Imgels savorely cendernms ks chase aiter remeniary sneeess.
In his crltieism of thne Zritcxt Zodgran of the Germon Sccie l-Donx
ocratic party in iS21 ae saild thiz: ' Tne reglect of gresat fund-

ancriaTsconsideratlors for the sake of tae onnentary Interests ol
the Gey, this cheza afzsy ﬁ*ndnsary succasses, ard thls race after
then without accouat of n_tuuame‘“esultc, tiis saoritice of the
fature rovements Zor 1&3 praesasnt, io periaps the resud¥ cf "honestn
motives,but is ani vem 5 none the less cpportunist anl "honsst"
opportunlsm is pe-ha“q more dangsrous theg an@-cthar,“ Lenin also
condenns g8 opportunists thoss in the moverent who ignove thsory
and carry on & Radical-3ocialist policy of PRACTICAYL POIATIOS.
Lonin also says;" 4 uumder of people with very 1liftle ox totally
lacking in theoretical traini ng join the movement for the sake of
its practical signiiicance ard its PRACTICAL SUCCESSES,"

- 'The quotations of Lenin used in this article are from "What
is to be Done?", with my ccpflasis, I have emphasized hoceuse the
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dominent tendency in local Détroit is to engage more in the ever;
Cays struggle of the workers to be more practical. To grow by
acneiving momentary sudtesses in practical work,relegating theory
to a position of secondary importance. This is s dangerous tendem: -

and we should take s determined stand agalnst it and stamp it out
of the Party,

Detroit at one time was the active center of the revolutio. .-
ary movement in America, Many of us got our start in the moverent
there, In 'Brench I of the o0ld Socialis+t rarty, The Proletarian
Umiversity, and then in Local Detroit of the Proletarian Party.
But today becauae the comrades in that local have been ignoring
theory and trying to grow by being practical the local has degen-
orated into the worst local in the Party. It°is floundering in
the swanp of confusion, devoid of leadership, hesitating,falter-
ing and stumbling, trying so hard to be practical, Falling in
their condust of forums,relying airmost entirely upon one corrade
Yo condudt classes,and when that comrade leaves for another city
for a month the classes dwindle down to a handful, Despite the
fact that there are four N.E.C,members in Detroit none of them -
is capable of steppinz in and conducting his classes, They have.
fallen down to s greater extent than any other local in supporting
the Proletarian News,the National Office and other Party Funds,
and still they try so hard %o be practical. It is also interesting
to note that altho this local more than any other in the Party
wanted to put the Party to the expense of holding s Convention,
tgeyahaVe not yet raised one pemny of their quota on Convention

und , '

4s the largest and one of the oldest locals in the Party,
Detroit should lead and inspire all other locals by its acheivments,
Be sorirades of local Detroit can‘do this too if they will met
back on the s0lid rock of Marxism,snd as theory becomes the most
importent thing in the local ,Detrodt may again electrify and lead
- the entire movement in America as it aid in the past,

The idea has prevailed innlocal Detroit that their troubles
resulgrfrom certain weaknesses in the National Office and our
.2ress,and that a Convention was necessary to correct thase weak-
nesses. This is not true ,it is just the opposite.The weaknesses
in that local creates rany difficult problems un the National
Jffice,amd with our paper, that prevents the Party’from.functioninf
properly and impedes its growth, The conditions prevailing in locel
Detrolt are the result of the theoretical poverty of the members
and espscially the W.E.C members there,and the blame for this sii-
uation rasts mainly upon the shoulders of these N.E.C members.A
Convention ¢mnnot correct this condition,but the comrades of other
locals united in a convontion can starp out the tendencies devel-
oping there that are thwarting and stifling the growth of the
Party, It is the duty of the N.E.C membors in Detroit to eliminate
the confusion existing there and get the loval functioning proper-
ly so it can do its share to strengthen and expamd the Party. If
they cannot olarify the zttuntion snd develop sufficient undersst-
anding to promote team work and sonrasdeship in their own local
then they are unfit to be members of the N.Z.C,

The suggestion of Conradeé O'Brien to reduce the N.E.C to
soven members is not a solution of the problem but to m& is a
step backward. He states"That the N.E.C was increased from 7 to 15
with the hope that the responsibility of leadership would stinula’s
the development of & larger number of leaders," and he also states;
"The nature of the class struggle requires gnd produces leaders
not over night or by accident but by long rerslstent tegt, " T
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believe this was corrsct then amd is still correct now,lesder-
ship nust be developed, If some of the members of the N.E.C have -
failed to come through and qualify and have proved incgpable of
perforning the tasks required of them,then they should be removed
from their positions at the head of the organization and we should
elevate to their place other comrades who in the last few years
have shown a desire and a willingness to study and learn and have -
consistently shown that they have the will to act,and devote thom-
selves to task of building the Party., I have in nind comrdades of

the type of David Leivi of Boston, Wu.Heinhuis of Elkhart, and
John Davies of Flint,

We cannot take a step backward., We must go forward,and if
soma of the members of the N.E.G do not know how to learn then
they must go down to rmake room for those who can learn and will
prove more capable of coping with the problems confronting us in
our task of building the orgamization and gaining the respect and
;oniidence of the American working class for the Proletarian

arty.
‘ This article is longer thgn I expected it would be,so T will
havelto deal with the article of Conmrade Wass seperately.

ERRATUM: - At the top of page 5 (Comrade DPrizant's article) the’
following words were left out; "ranks of the so-called scissor-
bills.I haVYe heard comrades operly state that"

As there are several more articles on hgnd ,part two of
the July Bulletin will be sent in a day or two.

EIRATUM;~ On page 8 in Comrade Babbits article,following the
words "Because as Lenin states" the following words should
appear” The role of the vangusrd can only be fulfilled by a
Party that is guided by advanced theory."
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Reply to Comrade Wass' artivle in Aprdl Bulletin
( by Carl Babbitt, Local Flint)

Comrade Wass evidently believes in the bureaucratic
methods of capitalist politicians im conducting a Convention,
for he states:"That we should have our manifesto and program
all prepared,written,ready to act upon when the convention con-
venes,."3If this can be done before the convention convenes then
there is no need for a comvention, The N.E.C could submit the
already prepared manifesto and program to the organization for
spproval by referendum vote and save the unnecessary expense of
holding a convention merely for the purpose of dummy delegates
giving their aporoval to an already prepared mani festo and pro-
grem, However ,rsvolutionary organizations afethe working class
are opposed to such methods and Comrade Wass should know this
simple fact., I will not take up space in this Bulletin to explain
how s Communist convention should be conducted because I believe
most everyone in our organization understands these principles
of Communist methods and proceedure even though one of the best
theoreticians of locak Detroit apparently does not.

Then he states: "At the last convention the delegates arrived
with nothing in their hands and very little in their heads,”
Then proceeds to state:"That our present manifesto and program
is inthe main theoretically sound.” Now Comrade Wass,how could
& couvention of delegates with very little intheir heads produce
e manifesto and program "in the main theoretically sound?" I wil.
agree that there were some delegates that came to the convention
with very little in their heads,but soon found out tha%t the mej-
ority of the delegates there did have something in their heads

and would not stani for a move to degrade out program and tactic .

And some of those who will be delegates to the coming convention:
will find out that the majority of our members are still deterr-
ined to fight against soclal-democratic tendemcies and opportun-
ism in our ranks,

He states "That our program in the main is theoretically
gound." ,and then sounds an alarm;"That if we dont make some
changes we will not continue to exiat,grow and develop as the
real revolutionary party of Marxism,"” I agree that our program
can be improved in content and wording ,but merely doing this
will not make us grow and develop., If our program in the main
is theoretically sound we will grow and develop to the extent
that our membership learns how to carry out the program and
bukld the party and extend its influence among greater numbers
of the working class, Merely improving the program will not bring
results unless the members learn how to act,

Learning how to act seems to be a very difficult task for
gsome members as Comrade Wass admlts ha does not know how,and’
wants the next convention to tell him how to act iIn strikes,
unions and unemployed councils,
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In the paragpaph inhis artlcle dealing with the strike in
‘Detroit we have an:iexample of a Marxian being caught between the
cross fires of diffarent developments in'a strike and reveals Tt
fact that he was:bewillored and confused and didnt knew what to
do. I wonder wWaat this Marxien will. do when he is caught between
the cross;fives in. e vevelut lon? An undexstaniing of Merxism cuel
les us tq know whatita do in all situaticns that avige in our na:
toward s classlezs society,:RI& the . Syoa,aﬂeOJs movements of the
masses fthere are many in our ranke thst show their theoretical
shori-~comings when thev are sud? enly'plaeed 1n a situation. that
demands quick and dec;sive actlon. S

Then they sheut=“I Was confused and didnt know what to dOo
This should not-happen egain, the party should issue instructions
v snd directions so. the nexe wlme I am cam@ht in an wnexvected sit-
S ustion I can reach in%o my'“OOxG? and get my copy of the rules

r and regulations anﬁ they'W¢“‘ iaform me exdctxy'What to do.How-
T © childish!

Manlfesfos“and n"omraﬂs ere Eov the : purpose of g1v1ng 8
general outline of de?e1UOMP t3 and charting *the course of the
Party. The best way an individual will ever know how to act in the
class conflict is by studving Marx. Unless ‘he does this he w111

always be oonfuued ana stqndlng on hls head,

He sneaks oF - tho unemnloyed counclls and says'f" That 7~
the work in these councils is the order of %he day." I understand
this to mean the necst important wsrk of the dey., 1 think' this is
stupid and sbsurd . tut it iz in l:re with ths dominant tendency ir
; lecal Debdroit to Pplace the practical struggle of Lhe4workers for

3 thicker soup as the most important task bexore us,

I believe that to a Cormunist the most 1mportant thing
at all times is Communism, The building of the Communis t movemens
and to s member of the Prolelarian Paruy that means the buildingz

of locals of the Party, 1o etpand the oroanlzatlon to embrace
larger numbers of werKers,

i Ina’ hot-bed of conFusion all sort§ of weird tpndenclr T

2 ~ develops:In local Tetroit a tendency that has been developing ‘
i very rwpldly lateiy i3 the ope that we should tske & movs ”rTCiGﬁﬁfl
. - altitiude toward bhe'Lnlxd Internationgl, It has bscome so stvong |

that some of the speskors: fhere openly Ticl a*“‘pa*uv'dlb-xplﬁne
anc exvyress their OWBL"I“WS from tne Rlatform.At Shs foram of
local ¥Flint receﬂLW a. gpeskey . from loeal Deftroit on ths suodeat

of "Science or T“a”itlu“" said that"If there had been a real - ./ -
Comrumaist Perty in Germany instead of one that was only'ivueresteh,
in reforms,Hitler woulid have mever come into power,"A ridisulous
statement from one who thvough sheewm egolsm thinks he is qu ualified
to speak on the international prUQme“ of the Commurnist movement
when he has not yot proven that he 2.8 r“asocd some of the clemen-~
tary principles of Commurist theorw This wise-guy tyos with &
smattering of Marxian Xncwlsige like to show theilr &goiem by being

i "oritical". Thelr idcas ave neually more"criminei"™ <hsn critical.

1 " m  Some of the###### w,rroygeawua of the politieal adrenturigts  the .

J- Tovedtonites and the Tvohskwvigts Ie “54\:‘1y'gccsnte&1%a-tnls ot~
bed of confusion Fprntsa i?usuhnis"crxtl &7, And we Jhoar these:
marvellous theoreticizus in Local Detro it J‘z%ingg“Tﬁaﬁ wa nust
take g more crltIP’J'ab«¢tud° toward the Thivd Inbterrnabiongl v
Then they immedis 31: 25art %0 pidliicly crltioiss the mlatakas oF
the movement in other cluantries for ths purpose of cisrifying to:
international situation,spparsutly forgeiting tvhat only yesteris
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they proved incapable of clarifying the situation in s local
strike in the auto industry, But perhaps T shouldnt mention this,
becaw e after all a local strike is only &°'small affair and theor-

eticians,especially the real critical type, devote their time solw.-
inz big problens,

Comrade Wass gives expression to this tendency in his articl:
saying: "That we should condemn the errors of the Third Internsti.’
onal in the Chinese fiasco, the Mexican order for prolstarian insu..
rrection and the loss of Communist votes in the recent German eleci-
ions, We should take a more criticsl attitude toward the Third
International for the bemefit of the reveolutiomar movement as a
whole, We should study the international movement 3&####&### to

the end that we may be of some help to the revolutionary prolet-
ariat the world over,” ~

Here is a group of theoreticians so devoid of theory and ability
that they cannot contribute s singl e article to their own paper,
dealing with capitalism or the revolutionary movement in America
to assist in the Marxian education of the working clasg in this
country,so devoid of ability that they fall far behind many of
the smaller locals in glving the necessary support to bring the
paper out once a month,so devoid of understanding and ability
that in one of the largest industrial citiesin amerius they can-

of the revolutionary movement as s whole,to be of some help to
the revolutionary proletariat the world over. What egoism.

Comrades,unless we by our understanding and actions can
prove to the workers in other countries that we can build a revol-
utionsry movement in this counyry of suffiviemt strength and power
to successfully cope with the situation existing hers and the amer.-
ican capitalist class,such ststements as;"Being of some help to ’
the revolutionary prolestariat the world over," will remain s sill:-,
Sensless,meaningless phrsse. Lenin says in Ieft Wing CommunismvTh>
principle problem of the historical momemt in which all advanced
(and not only the advanced) countries find themselves lies here,
that specific national peculiasrities must be studied,ascertained
and grasped before concrete attempts are made in any country to
solve the aspects of the single international problem.” As it
states in the Communist Manifesto; "Though not in substance yet in
fornm the struggle of the proletariat with the bourgeoisie is at
first a national struggle. The proletariat of each country nmust
of course first of all settls matters with 1ts own bourgeoisie,.v
We have not yet proven that we are qualified to do.what either
Lenin or Marx or Engels says. I agree with Comrade Wass that we
should study the Internationsl movement but not for the egotistical

to understand its entire historical development for the purpose of

being qualified to perform out task of building the Proletsriam
Par tY.
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Our Tasks On Unemployment '
(by-Anthony-Bielskas,Iocal Grand Rapids)

Unemployment today is so widespresd and is constantly
increasing, That the unemployed are suffering more each day as
1t increases i1s an indisputeble fact, The capitalist relief or
enizations have become inadequate to meet this sltustion.Relie?f
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Such a8 it is ,is mostly doled out by municipalities. These
mnicipalities which are giving relief are gradually decreasing

the gmount of food the unemployed and their families depend on
so0 that they may keep alive,

This condition has been the basic oause for unemployment
. organixations $o spring up in many cities throughout the country,
{0 Their size are increasing with growing discomtent, This discontent
in these organizations of the unemployed is making them receptive
for revolutionary propaganda and organization,

These facts cannot be ignered, They must be recognized,
In these wnemployed organizayions very little educational work
has been done along revolutionary lines.Whatever work was done
- h as had very little effecttoward acquainting these workers with
the class nature of capitalist society,aml that they could expect
nothing else under cspitalism byt wnemployment, And if capitalism
got over the depression there would s+ill be millions without jobs,
And these would have to depend ona dole or "unemployment insuranc#, v
which would be very léttle,that 1t would barely keep them alive.
And that the uhempoyed would have to seelk a solution for the prob-
lem themselves, the revolutionary way out

The task that lies before the Proletarian Party in these
unemployed organizations is this, %o fight #bth the wmnemployed
for relief measures that come from the unerpployed themselves,®
But not to foist upon these organizations ready made formulas,
"hatched out of the head"such as other scheming groups have done,
We rust explain to the workers the causes of unemployment, We must
'!?“‘] Use as sirple terms as possible so that they may understand what
L we are talking about,and our talks should be convincing, so that
"we leave something constructive behind.If we are able to do these
things we can win the workers over %o our views, It depends upon

our ability more than upon all the programs we may write or resol-
utions we may pass,

The Party if it cam show the unemployed that it is s
Party of the working class and that i1t is hones and sincere amd

that it struggles with them and not against them, then the unemploy:i
will have confidence in us,

' To do this we must have an understanding of revolutionary .
theory and be abls to put that thedry into practice, Also a correc
Judgement of the conditions and the ideological concepts of the :

workers, If our theory is wrong or our judgement is poor our attem-
pts to win over the workers will fail,

Sorme Comrades think that a"blue print” of agction is needed
80 that they could function according to it in these unemployed
organizations, The fail to understand that it is conditions that
. determine our line of action,and mot "blue prints" which are
drawn up by idealists,

3iwf ‘ Party Discipline .
P (by P.Miller,Tocal San Franciseco)

' The ‘membership must adhere to the enforwved party diswipline,
From this, however,we should not assume that there is a qualitati—»
difference between the party and the membership. The Party--its pro-
gram and course of action or tactics--is the expression of the
majority.What we recognize as Party views,epinions and attitude




; ' is identical with the majority in these respects,Disciplinary
action,when transmitted through an aprointed group;they are
merely instrumental in voicing the judgement of the majority,

Discipline must be observed if there is to be efficient
organization,effective party activity, a party spirit,s respohs
sible membership, a party position, ,

A sincere revolutionist will discipline himself  perhaps
even mote critically than will the varty, Discipling within a
revolutionary organization has 4o him = significance that the
dictionary cannot define. Such discipline gives him a closer
connection to the party. It teaches ,amoug other things,that he
should train himself %o accept responsibility,and to discharge
1t to the best of his abflity, Stuiying his errors so that he
will not commit them agaln, Entering into party activity amd
Co Study so that he will fi4t snmd Justify himself as part of the
~ Vanguard. Remembering tha*t his statements,whether public or
informal,have a direct bearing ahd reflection on the party., It
is quite possible to damale the party through i1l timed or in-
correct statsments. Boing observant of what has beon the party
attituds on situgtions occuring wherein written words cannot
guide him,end adherinz %o the gensral tone of that attitude as
though it were a'part of the party constitution. In being crite
ical ofohimself , he should have an honest opinion of his agbil-
itye If he is invitzd +o sSveak at some ‘opkmnr gffair or private
forum of which ¥heppat vy krows nothing, unless thoroughly caplbis
of acquitiing the rerty,he should decline. For if he responds to
the invatation, he does not 6o so sa an individual,but as a mex -
ber of ths pariy, It is regrettable that there are some abortive
-7{ Marxists,inflated with the eégolsm of an insufficient Marxian
grasp, and this often seif distorted,have spoken in the name
of the party,to the detriment of the party,

He mus%,primarily, bind himself to the decisions of the
majority., As a meriber he possesses the democratic right to en-
ter into the making ot s decision, But once s, particular matter
received the majority action,and until rescinded ,he is bound to
that majority will despite whatever opinions he holds to the
contrary, Mailurs to aghere to this essential ‘of organization,
whether nationally or locally or individually,disrupts party
organization and pronotes party anarchy,if allowed %o exist,
it denotes a lack of disciplinary understanding and disciplin-~
ery action., A party that is at loggerheads with itself incapabbe

of controlling its membe rship,is absolutely unfit to serve as
the vanguard, '

The party position must color every member’s party express
sion and sctivity. Until such a time arises that this position
is completely incompatibla or incorrect under no circumstances
can we desert this vosition, The resvolutionist will curh any
individual tendencies that serve to Create any discord between
him and the party declarations,

?“] ' Particularly in Ieft Wing Comrmunism does Lenin stress
e the part that ¥stringent...irvon discipline"” played in the Bol-
shevik wvictory. '
Members within the party that are qualified to enter
into some activity but do not through lagjmess, or. some such-
similar trait,do not attempt to copperate or render support,

not necessarliy financially,should be weeded out.They have 1o
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place in the vanguard, the vanguard has ho place for them,

The revolutionary overturn of capitalism is a historie
task that will try the vanguard to the last fibRe, Tt is
necersary that we strenghhen ourselves qualitatively first
fer the Tinal revolutionary conflict,rather than attempt it
by eilmingting weak members in tae revokutionsry crisis, To

& Marxist,the cless steugzle in capitalism is a struggle that

will pe the most gruelling amd destructive in history._;ts
terrific affects will test vhetier the vanguard has buiit last-
ingly ,whether the party will endure,If we avethe vanguard, shall
lead victoricusly as did the Bolsheviks,it will be primerilly
because the merbership have been sircere revdlutionis ts,to whom
the party has beeum paramount to ail individualyissues,

Partiazl Demands and the Proletarian Party
(by Stanley Novak,Iocal Detroit)

The Proletarian Party has never tsken an anti-partial-demand
stand. On some occasions we have outlined briefly the basis
upon which g Marxian party can advocate partial demands, The
chief weakness of our position has been its vagueness and our
failure %o apPly it. We even failed to make our position clesr
and definite to the membership of the rarty.Some of our com~
rades misunderstood the Party position and took an absolute
anti~partial-demang stand, Aw a result of this vagueness g
considsrabvle amount of confusion arose inthe party which must
be clarified. The coming Conventionmust correct this weakness
and state the party position in & very definite and clear mamn-
er. I am submitting this draft hoping that it will be of som
value in working out the Oarty position on this votal question.

For a better understanding of the subject we will divide tz.
class struggle between the workers and capitalists into two
principle stages,~uelementary and advanced. In the first stage"
tha strugele is over Such issues as higher wages ,shorter hours,

better working condi tisus  unemplo yed insurance,snd against
wage-cuts. The struzgls for Securing these aims belongs msinly
1p the field of trade union activity. There are also questions
of semi-economic ang semi--political character,such as the elim-
ination of injunctions from labor disputes and the prevention
of the employment of children,

Members of ths Proletarian Party must also be members of
trade unions and unemplo yment councils ,and must penetrate every
working class organization of any irmportance, In the ranks of
these organizations the Marxists. form the most militant section
and assume leadership in the Strugzle for these elementary and
irmediate needs of the workers.Having a better understanding of
the capitalist system we must guide the workers in the strugzle
for their ewonomic needs, The Proletarian Party must be whole-
heartedly with the workers in their struggles for the present
immediate needs under capitalism, However we must point oyt to
the workers that there is vory liftle that they can obtain under
capitalism, Even if the &im3 ‘mentioned above were fully materid..
1zed ,wkich is very deubtfal, it would not fundamentally change
the capitalist system, Mo tha marxist the root of the main
economic gnd "political evils of today is the system baised on
oxploitation,the capitalist System. To do away with these evii.
we must do away with the cause,capitalism,
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Ia the field of political acthwihiy the Proletarian Party

must fight' for such partial demands as freedom of the press

and speech, freedom of assembly,freedom of political prisoners
and in opposition to war, While struggling for these partial
aims,the Proletarian Party does not make & main ainm out of ‘
these issues but always propounds to the workers the need for
the complete overthrow of capitalism. AlSo the Proletarian pPar’ -~
nust very emphatically and energetically fight all kinds of
utopian ideas of reforming capitalism,pointing out that capital

ism cannot be reformed from its evils.or gradually and peace-
fully changed into a new socialist society, ‘

The second and higher stage of the class struggle is the
revolutionary sfruggle for complets overthrow of the capitalist
systen,for the establishment of the prolstarian dictatorship
and the socialist economy, In %he first stage,great masses of
workers participate on different occasions;but in the higher
stage,only the most class conscious,the most advanced section
of the workers,take part at first., When the masses reach this
higher stage of the struggle,the particilar country is facing
& revolutionary crisis. Capitalism cannot be abolished until
the masses of the workers in their political development regch
the higher stage. ~

We camnot approach the question of partial demands exactl:-

‘a8 we did the quesiion of reforms in the past, The question of

reforming capitalism is definitely settled., The writer recogni:

the danger that the struggle for partial demsnds may'easily bu,
and often is, turned into a strugele for pure reforms,extremel 2
undesirsble from a revolutionary standpbdint, But it does not
necessarily follow that all partial demands snd partisl sttugl:s
must be just reforms,

For years the revolutionary vanguard has been confronted
with a problem,-- how to sssist ¥he messes of workers in grasp-
ing the higher aspects of the class struggle3 Under certain
conditions certain partial demands help greatly to rally large
masses of workers to fight against the capitalist class. In the
gourse of the sirugzle the workers learn to fight in an organizul
manner for their nesds;they increase in class consciousness an®
come closer to thevevolutionary position. In the revolutionaxr -
crisis,certain partisl demards may beconme revolutionary demands.,
The one put forth by theBolshevik party in 1917, ~-"Bread,peace
and land"-- is an excellent example, We must bbar in mind that
the masses have extreme difficulty in comprehending slogans and
demgnds that are general and abstract. We rust formulate our
demands in the most concrete manner,

e every day struggle of the workers cannot be sharpened
artificially by slogandsput forth by the Marxistywhich have no
basis in working class conditions,.If slogans are to be effectiwe
they must have a'sound objective and subjective basis., The objes

tive conditions,--the state of the economic development of
dapitalism,-- must lay the basis fox such slogans. Second ,the
subjective conditions, --the degree of the political conscious-

ness of the working masses agnd their readiness to accept the
slogans and fight for them,--must be present also. Undér such
conditions,the Msrxist,with proper demgnds 4Hd slogans,can stir-
ulate and sharpen the every-day struggle, '

Under certain conditions, when large masses of non-revoluf-
lonary worfers manifest a desire to struggle for a certsin dei:-

.and ,it is the duty of the Proletarian Party to advance proper




8

8Rgozans and assume leadership in the fizht for such demands,
Great care mus t be exercised im formulating these partial demands,

First,the demands and slozans should not be created artific-
ially by the Party and put upon the workers from the top before
they are ready to fight for them. They must spring out of the
extreme need of the workers,themselves., The demands should be
formulated by the Party,whlch should then proceed to marshsll
the workers to fight for them,

Second ,demands should he of such a nature,and worded in
such a way as not to create the imnression in the minds of the
masses that the evils from which the -workers suffer can be removae
ed without abolishing capitalism, Also,the impression should mote
be given that capitalism can be peacefully-reformed into social~

- ism, Here lies a great danger to revolutionary tgetics.

TheStrugzle for the imperitive needs is bound in time,to lead
the workers into the strugsle for the overthrow of capitalism,
When capitalism cannot supply the workers with the absolute
necessities, the masses of workers will then grasp the ultimate

“aimnof their struggle and fight for the mew society, The masses

of workars will learn the 1ntr1cate apgkade of the class struggle
in the fight for their needs,

Thig position was put forwmar& by the Third World Congress
of the Cormunist Interna%tional which was endorsed by Lenia as

‘ fol“ows "0n the conirary,it’'is essential to make use of all tl

Mwic needs 0f the masses ,as Issues i the revolutionary
ropcaes walch when united form The Tlood of the social revolutf#F:
icl.....3ut in ordar to Aohisve This tas¥ ,the Communist Pzrtiles
must put forward'demands,and they must fight with the masses for
their fulfilment, regardliss of whether they are in keeping with #
the profit system of the capitalist class or not,"
"What the Communist Parties have to consider is not whether

‘oapitallst industry is able to continue te exist and compete,but

rather whether the proletariat has reached #%he 1limit of its ong
durance, 1T these cormmunist demands are in accord with the immed=-
12%e needs of the wide proletarian nmasses ,1f these masses sre
convinced that they cannot exist without the realization of these
demands,the struggle for these demands will become an issue in
the strugg}e for power., The alternative offered by the Communist
International in place off¥he Miniimul program OF The Terormists

avid-centrists is; the strugsls’ for the concerote needs of the
pre&etariat and &emands which 1n their appllcation un e ne

grasped-the mean;n? of such proletarlan dlctatorshlpJ(THIRD WORID
CUNG”ESS7UUEMUNITST INTEREATIONEL, P, 517

A classival example of how not to formulate demands ¢an bHe
found in the C,P.program of 1228, In the midst of the greatest
capitalist prosperity 'and compatitively high standsrd of living
of the American worker,the C3P put forth 102 demands snd expected
to rally large masses to fight for them., In thst program we find

the following demands: ,

"Abolution of the Senate, of the Supreme Court,and of
the veto power of the President,”
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9. ™Judges should not be appointed, They should be elected by
the working people,and should be removed at any time., YLegal aid
should be gratis F

or all wage workers."

"Abolttion of the present mercenary army and navy snd state
militia,and struggle for a toilers militia, Eleotion of officers
by the soldiers and sailors. Full réaphktto vote and hold office
for the members of the military forces,"

This invariably leads the politically untrained masses to
the conclusion that the capitalist state machinery can be refomel
can be made more democratic and subject to a greater influence
by the masses. In this epoch of growing PFascism,when the capit-
alist state machinery is'being concentrated into the hands of 8
smaller number 6f people,when the state mssumes s dictatorial
position openlyg it is very stupid and dangerous to inmply in
any way that the capitalist state machinery can be reformed,

Another point that myst be remembered in relation to those
demands is that the workers are indtfferent to them and cannot
be rallied to fight for thelr achievement, The party that puts
out sfich demands shows s lack of understanding of Lenin!s teach~
ing on this subject. ‘

Te following is another demsrd included in the 0.P,
program of 1928:

"Public works, The foderal,state and city govermments shoul '
devise schemes for improving the rosds and bridges of the countr:
yimproving the rivers, canals, docks and harbors,setting up electr-

ie power stations,reforestation,land drainage and land redlam-
ation,extension and electrification of railways. On all public
works trade union wages snd conditions must be guaranteed by lawv,"

This is a typical solution for unemployment,advanced many
times before by practically all the capitalist politicians,For
years revolutionary workers fought against these ideas,pointing
out the inability to solve unemployment withnthese measures, 'Now
We have an organization,claiming to be a revolutionary party,
yet putting forth these very same reform messures as demgnds,

In the following demahds,also included in the C,P.,program
of 1928,ws have an essentially foreign issue brought into the
working class movement-- the tax question,

"Abolition of all indirsct taxes,"

"Exemption from all kinds of taxation for all wgge earners,"
"TaxX exemption for all workers and exployted farmers."
"Graduated income tax,starting with incomes sbove $5,000 per
yaar and increasing gragually,so that all incomes over #25,
000 per year are confiscated."

"All tax exemptions on bonds,stocks,and securitises must be
abolished,™

The problem of high taxation has very little to do with the
struggle of the workers., It is a petty-bourgeois problem., To
expect the'capitalist class, through the instrumentality of their

vorment,to tax themselves out of a profit over and above the
§25;OOO Is the height of studidity,

At the coming Convention our Party must carefully examine
the various problems of an immediate nature, the pressing neads
of the workers and their readiness to struggle for their needs.,
If conditions are found to be “avorsble we must formulate dema,:.
and slogans,
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Altho the present conditions may not indicste with certainty
immediate demands which would surely be effective still such con.-
ditions could develop rapidly Lf they do not already exist. It is
certainly necessary that the position of the Party on immediate
demands be put into concrete foim ani that the controlling body
of the Party between conventions,the N.E,C.,have the power and
authsrization to formulate and put forward immediate demsnds if
snd when conditions will, make them effective,
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A Review Of Some Of The Pre-~Convention Discussion.
( by C.FPinch of Iocal San Francisco and A.Bielskas,Grand Rapids)

We have watched the pre~convention discussion with much
interest ,and in our perusal of the various artivlies we find many
valuable suggestions., While on the other hand we find much that
we must take issue with. Tinme and space will not permit of taking
up all in detail but we will attermt to touch on some of what we
consider the most outstanding errors, '

In one article we find & marifestdtion of revolutionary
impatience and a baliief that the road to revolution is too long
and therefore we must seek soma short-.cut YIA REFORMS. We refer
to our self-sppointed deniist,Conrade Bergstrom,who is going to
fill our teeth with Immedis te dewmends or crown them with reforms,
He would have us coucentrate our major efforts on & campaign for
uvenployed iusurance, He points out that our influence will be
greatly added to in this memmer, Ho fails to seo that a revolut-
lonary party does not mersly seek influence by influence on a
revolitionary basis, A folicwing attracted by reforms is a reform-
ist following and can be easily led awey by liberal capitalist
politicians who take up these reforms end use them to catch the

'voting fisli." A slight study in history should reveal this fact

to Comrade Bergstrom ,AlSo a party whose membership is attracted
by reforms soon becomes swamped in the mire of reforms,losing
slght of its revolutiorary aims to a large extent,if not entirely,

He says:"If and when these demands are granted to whom She
ould the credit fall?(T hope the P.P can justly make this claim)"
Would it not be far better from a revolvtlonary viswpoint if we ¢¢.
could make the claim that we have beemn instrumental in building
vp sufficientlyevolutione»y strength that the capitalist class
grants these reforms ivhopes of ¢ffsetting the revolution, As long
as capitalism can grant these reforms they are 4 means of Pacifyim
the workers and prclonging the capitalist gsystem, It is only when
it becomes impossible for cepitalism to grant them that they may
become revolutionery demands,

Comrade Schockinger calls our attention to the party press
and its shortcomings, We are well aware that the Party press is
one of the most important phases of our work and that there is
plenty of room for improvement in our present publication, But as
has already been poinied out by Comrade Tishler,Comrade Schockinger
rlaces all the blame for the shortcomings on the NWational Secret-
ary. All the financial difficulties are the fault of the National
Secretary and we suppcse whis includes the constant delinquency
of Local Detroit in meefing its obligations for the "Pro News".
Te National Secretary does not pick money off trees ,he has to

et it from the locals, Comrasdas Schackinger has been in the Party
%ong enough to know this. And what is true of getting money is
alao true of gatting material for the paper. The comrades who zi -
their time to the paper cannot publish news from other localitie:



