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COMRADES:- With the Convention only a month away we are
8till not very well prepared,especially in a financial way., -
Locals that have money to send for Counvention Pund should not
put off any longer., - -

There 1s still a lot of pre~Convention discussion to b
gotten out in the Bulletins, Much of it has come in veary late
altho the open discussion period has been onsince Fgb 1lst.
Several more sections of the Bulletin will be necessary,

* The Convention will open on Saturday ,September 2nd at
10,a.m,in the headquarters of ILocal Detroit,
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' 'PRE~ CONVENTION DISCUSSION.

. Some Remsrks On The Arklcles Of Comrade O'Brien
- (by Stanley Novek, Iocal Detroit)

. CHmrade O'Brien in his mumérous articles has touched on
many problems within the Party., However, to the disappointment
of many Comrades,he has failed to make his criticlism constructe
ive or to work out a definite position for strengthening the
Party on the vardous questions upon which"he has touched, Re-
ading Corrade O0'Brien's frequent articles,one cannot help fee~
ling that they contsin littlempore than mere words, If the
accusation he brings concerning the mental poverty of the N.BE.
C,is correct, then his articles may be accepted as a substant-
iation of his own charges, : _

It is very evident to many comrades that there is consid-
erable dissatififaction within the Party concerning the present
policy and leadership, This is noticeable even in the articles
of such urgent defenders of the present policy as Gomrade 0'B-
rien, The dissatisfaction of the membership does not at times
manifest itself in as constructive a oriticism as one might
desire ,but it is sufficient to establish the fact that there
must be something seriously wrong with the present structure
of the Party,and that its policy must be out of date on many
vital questions, It is extremely important to the future of
the Party that the coming Convention examine very carefully
and critically the structure,tactics,and leadership,regardless
of what trouble and ime such work may require, -

Comrade 0'Brien takes severely to task all Comrades
who dare to question the soundness of the present Party posit-

---ion and who may have emough courasge %o bring up questions thas
-~ appear to them to be important, M%mde O'Brien falls to
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make any kind of analysis on the questions put forth by the
Comrades he criticises or to forrmlate the problems that in his
opinion are facing the coming Convention, Are we to conclude
tiat everything is in perfect order in the Party,that mdthing
ecul? b8 improved that no chanes of anmy kind are needed,since
suci an old and leading member as Comrade O{Brien has so very
little of @& positive nature to offer at this time?

We must encourage the membership to take full advantage of
the dlacussion period to express thelr opinions,thelr criticiam
of the Pariy’s posétion and leadership freely in the Iocals and
in the Bulletin, Without frank self-criticism we cannot build
the necesaary revolutionasry leadership, The leadership of the
Psrty must very patiently ard carefully consider the criticism
andi ordnions advancsd by $he membership. :

The style of criticism made of the various srticles by Com-
rade O'Brien is harmful to the development of self-criticism with-
in the Party, It will discourage the membership from expressing
their views. Comrads O'Brien does not give any satisfactory answ.r
to tne questions put forth by the Comrades he critiéises. The cerit-~
icism is too severe,in some cases almost personal({e.g.that on
Bergstrom). ,

"Mhe weakness of our Party is that those who have theoreti-
cal ability have to do so much of the conmcrete work of the Party
that they have little time for theoretical study.) writes Comrade
0'Briem in the June Bulletin, He makes no attempt to explain this
state of affairs, Is it not in itself proof of the fact that our
Party is badly lacking ia correct organizetion,in division of
work,and  in planning? "

In the opinion of the prement writer, the growth of our Party
is badly hampered by several serious shortcomings that must be
elininsted at the coming Convention if the Party is to make furt-
her progresss )

1, Duality in the national structure of the Party.The FNationsl
Secretary is eledfted by the Convention and claims to have certain
authority and responsibility to the body that elected him.Accord-
ing to the Party’s Constitution the National Executive Committee
has puwer to make decisions on all matters between the convent~
ions, When differences of opinion takes place between the National
Executive Council and the National Secretary the latter claims to
be responsible to the Convention and that he is not an office boy
to the Executiva CouBeil. Is the National Secretary responsiblé
to the National Executive Committee and does he work under its
jurisdiction,or is he responsible to thes Convention only? This
dual authority at the head of the organization has greatly hamp-
ered the work of our Party, The Convention must clearly defihe
Just who is the only and final authori$y in the Party between Con-
ventions, In the epinion of the wylter, the National Secretary
should be replaced by the Secretary pf the National Executive

Committes,elected by that bhody and completely respomsibla to it,

2, Too great centralization of the Party’s work in too few
hands. In the national office power lies chiefly in the hands of
one man,the National Secretary. The leading comrades have too
1ittle confidence in the ability of the rank and file in carrying
on the work of the Party. They monopolize too large a share of
the responsibility. The attitude of the leading comrades discour-
ages the rank and file in assuming responsibility in the Party,

3 The leasdership is not giving sufficient time to the work
of the Party. The Party neceds at least a half dozen corrades to
work full time in the National O0ffice, ' '

4, We are behind in our stuiy of thedry and tactics;. om
some vital questions we are completely out of date,

5, The Party’s position is too general,too indefinite on
many important gqyestions,



3 6. Poor planmning in sending speakers,organizing new locals,
and raising funds-~-all this presents a serious and practical
problem th&t must be solved.

‘These are a few of the outstanding shortcomings of the
Party,all of which must be remedisd by the coming Convention of
the Party if 1t is to grow in size,effectiveness,and significance,

Party leaderskip
(Anthony Bielskas, Tocal Grand Repids)

The center 1s the guiding body of the Party between Conven-
tions, The center can only give proper guidance to the Party
when it is composed of the best informed, T glve guidance it"is
necessary to how to apply Marxism to the objective conditions, the
center lacking this cammot give proper guidance to the Party. °

The center should be composed of such membirs who can write,
spesk and organize. They should know the difference between schen
ing and planning also t are reform and revirlutionary measures.
Iacking the undaerstanding of these differemwes the center leads
the Party into"blind alleys,” :

The delegates at the Convention will have to make a careful
selection of those for the center. Thoy must examine the qualif-
ications of the candidates that are nominated for that body,they -
mst study their weaknesses and ales their strength.They must sea,
as Leénin once wrote,"It must see clearly,as if onthe palm of its
hand ,the whole activity of every candidate for this post; it must
become acquainted with their individual characteristics,thelr
woak 8ides and their strong sidesjwith their victories amd their
;ggge)aats"( Lenin on Organization,in a letter to Iaskra,Nov 25,

"

. ,

A center composed of members with an understanding of the
objective conditions and the correct application of tactics can
lead and build-the Party. As the rank and file are the reflection
of 1ts leaders,if the leaders do not understand, then it necessari-
ly follows that the rank and file will not understand the objectivs
conditions and the tactics to apply in the struggls,

The Party must be informed of this fact, that the present
N4E.C is & very weak one. Some of those on this body lack cons-
iderable understanding of the Party’s position on many questions
of vbtal importance . This ignorance has been an obstacle in the
path of the introduction of division of labo? im the W.E.C.

At the present time we have ohe member ,Comrade Novak, who
advances the theory that we should abandon the principlem that
the members themgelves should kmow the Party's position on'all
matiers.” ILet us look at this as a premise to reason fromgand
see where it would lead us to.

If the Party took such a position it would logically
follow that, the center would be like the Pope of the Catholic
church. The rank and file of the Party would "be believers instead
of knowers. The Communist Party is like that. We should be just
the opposite. The rank and file should study and know the Party's
position on all questions. By having this kmowledge the rank and
file can check up on its leadership, The rank and file should know
its leaders, They should know who to keep as lewmders and who to
Bet rid of, The rank and file should study the position of the
Party on all matters ard not leave that to a few. The more membars
understand the position of the Party the stronger the Party will
be. Comrades, we must build a strong Party.let us insist that
every member must leamn tha Party's position on all mgtters,let
us build a vanguard of the working class and not merely a vang-

uard of the vanguard{ Comrade O 'Brien was correct when he wrote
"New deals appear to be oue of the characteristics of decline,”
The Convention will have to be alert so that no tricky "New Deals"®

are put over,
FIIISTLL N
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Corments On"Critisism”
(by John Durhin, Iocal Detroit)

Whether the Party is to mske progress in the future or
continue as in the past will be largely determined by the pro-
- © gran adopted at the coming Convention,

-~ TIf some of the srticles appesring inthe Bulletin under the
hesding of pre~Cornvention discussion are to be taken as & crit-
erion this coming Convention should prove not only very interest-
ing but vevy'neceusaryz—if some of the statements especially those
made by Comrade O'Brien are corrsct,

Refédrring to tns May issue of the Bulletin, Com.0!Brien

nakes g rather. remarzadle statensnt to the effect that "The men-
tal poverty of the N.E,C,anl its E.C is manifest", Truly a stra-
nge situetion where the mental capacity ¢f our Party leaders is

a debatzble questlon. Joming ‘“ﬁm a menber 60f the N,E.C such a
statament carried considevahle ‘gﬂlﬂmcamco ‘however, it is well

to remember that a vivid imagina ion is one of the characteristlus
of the Irish. '

The tribultaticns besstiting Cop, O0TBrien's "Moderam
Marxist from Africe India ov Chan 2e0» in Qetermining which party
he would join,™, whi de sounding chiidish and srparently harmless
convey certaln fanuendes aimed 2+ Tocal Datroit, These insinuat-

lons having beer nads unxo“wh tiao medium of the Bu¢1etin the
privilege to comment o7 then likewise,is accepted.
Comrade G{Brien WdUld advise his imaginary Marxist
"to read the theowxetical axriticles contributed by local D etroitr,
As 2 modern IHarxist owr Cafinese cemrauae would no doubt be also
interested in practical appiication, In this respect he would
find Iocal Detroit ir mesrked coutiast t0 those loegls whose greal-
est achievement in their own estimation, consisted in a presuppe
sed ability to professionally disgucse ecoromic and political
> trends,and whose,eh*vf ocsupation as far sz revolutionary activi: -
was concerned wes thsiv pamticipatiom in scnolarly discourses
with other equal“v'ledrneA and mostly in aggeement with them, T
paucity of theoretical axrticles contwyibuted by the members of
local Detroit to the "Pro Nows” mighkt possibly prove a disappo-
Intment to our visitor From afar, but such disappointment would
undoubtably be overcome by the consola+1on derived from reading
the articles contributed,by Corwade 0(Brien,which are most consgi:
picuous by their abseaee
To doubt vn*le" eeklnv concreta evidence™ our modern
Marxist from the Jungles(Why wmporb a Modern Marxist from Africa,
Indiana? China?there are several thet we know of in the U,.S both’
nodern and. antedeluvian) would rake some {nteresting discoveries.
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For instanod,tne calde “hberiyIng the "thriving"conditions of
Local Ghicago. This would Prove a very valuable und ertaking
(grovided the Party as a whole was advised as to the findings,
ur visitor”from the Wilds would then face the most difficult
task of all,that of finding one concrete sugce
Comeade 0'Briesn iR KIS vo urinous. writings as
may oe made to Tanction nmore efficientlvy 1in the fufture, His
'ariticisn™ is entire Yy nezative gn o) e story
of tha Irishwoman who upon seeing her son's regiment on Parade

was heard to exclain"Tha're sll out of step except my son Patr-
ickr :

stion offered by
0o

ow the party

In the June issue,2nd.edition, caustically criticising
an article by Comrade Wass,Detroit, Conrade OTBrien attributes
Wgss's opinions to influence from association. "My personsl
opinion causes me at this time to think that much depends on

infldence from association, Well;Well; can it be possible
that Comrade Bergstrom's association with Comrade 0 'Briem has
in any way been responsidile for Bergstrom straying from the
path of revolutionary rectitude as defined by Com,0'Brien?

"The weakness of our Party is that those who have theor-
etical ability have to do so nuch of the concrate work of the
Party that they have not sufficient time for theoreticsl study,
Too bad; Com. O'Brien’'s modern YMarxist would de very interested
and would be well advised to seek concrete evidence as to how
the decisions of the last Convantion wera carried put with reg-
pect to the Marxzian Labor College, The Class War Prisoners, e
Partivipation in Parlieméntary activity, Unemployment movenent,
Auxiliary'Organizatﬁons,etc; What "conerete™ work did our

tired theoreticisns do to carry out the decisions of the last

Convention relative %o placing the Party on the ballot? What
auxijliary organizations did our over-worked intellsctusls help
to buildy If it is a fact that this work was only undertsken
by %those asctive conrades in Iocal Dotroit who according to Con,
O 'Brjen stand so Sorsly in need of "theoretical directingme

N.EOC. *

’ Th3 , ‘ of wit,patience is sometines
a_virtdor i RECTIEY 09y, bo, the soul the effect that the present
15 merbevsQE., ¢h8a % Tng & bring the desired results”, Comrade
Al.Renner,Detroitga&vocates @ crange to a 7 member N,E,C. Com.
Remner,as a member of +he bresent N,.B.C should certainly be in
& position to explain whgthhedbéldwess to be the deficiencies
in ths present Set-1pe However, if the shortcomings of the Party
leadership are not the result of "mental poverty” and can only
be attridbuted to a weskness in the organizationsl structure of
the Farty, I would offer the following sugzaegtions;

Tat provision be made in the Party Constitution for
the setting up of a Central Executive Cormittee, That this com-
mittee be selected by the N.B.Co That the Central Executive
Comittaee select,gnd be responsible for,the proper functioning
of the Central Executive Cormittes Secretary, That the editing
and publishing of the "Pro News"™ be under the supervision and
control of the Central Executive Cormittes, That there be only
tw seperate funds; the Press Fund ard the Party Pund,

Com. Renner's suggests that only members who are in a
position to devote" g g jor portion of their time accept office"
to which Y would sdd thet only memibers who can devote all thelr
time should serve on the Contral Executive Committee,



6 Third Interna“¢aq 1
Comrade Mary Wright has expresaqg sontiments long held by
nany nmenbers of our Pa“ty in re Latiqn to the Tird International.
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profassors(with one éxception) and bourgeois intellectuals were
not invited to speak,they were taboo, Soon this policy resulted
in the attendance veing confined to our own members with a spr1n~
kling of C.P and I.,W.W.

Irrespective of what Com.Babbitt may say to the contrary,

local Detroit realizes that our first task is the building of a

Cormunis t party,whose members must have a thorough understanding
of Marxism,the more thoro the better, We arse under no delusions
about revolutlonary ideology arising out of the every day struggle
Revolutionary ideology develops with understanding, We fully under
stand the necessity and importance of study classes as a medium
in acquiring a Marxian education, While a communist must have an
understanding of larxism an.urderstanding of Marxism does not
presuppese a communist. Study classes are a means to an end,not
the end itsself,

Comrade Babbitt has made plenty of noise while loudly
denouncing local Detroit,but he too is strangely silent on sm-
ggestions of a constructive nature designed to facilitate and
improve the work of our Party.

An Answer To Comrade O'Brien's Criticism Of My
Thesks On The Depression,

( by M.A.Iarsom,Local Detrolt )

Picking up the second Section of the Jure Bulletin ,and
reading the three criticisms of Comrade Q'Brien upon the work
of other Party members,one can scareely escape the impression
that he is oxcessively concerned to see to it that everything
shall always remain in the Party exactly as it has been to date,
It seens obvious that he considers the past theorizing,position,
and tactics of our Party on every point as nearly perfect as
"may have beer or may still be possible; and that no one except
- extremely o0ld comrades and rno"mushrorn" ~rowths ,may raise a
- voice without being decried or derided. ST -
"I consider such an attitude unfortumate, and most inimical
to Party progress. And briefly I veg the couruesy of the Buil-
© etinpto point out two or threa weaknesses in Comrade O'B“len'
criticisms,
In his first paragraph he implies that I had said yhat
those who said the crisis was due to the falling rate of profit .
wers ejected frcm the Party because they maintained that‘theory;*
Tn2 fact is that I said no such thing,nor d4id I imply it in any
- way. This looks 1liks g cheap way of manufscturing a flaw in ny
article,

After two or three vacillating paragraphs,Comrade O'Brien
practically if not catagorically denies that the income of the
bourgeoisie hgs been reduced during the period of the depressior,
To me &t is amaxing that 2 man of Comrade O0'Brien's reading and
experience can still maintein such a vulgarism, It is true that
interest payments,being a fixsd charge for indebtediness whihch -

. alwgys tends to grow 1arger~even/during a depression,have'not
declined in +the same mamner as industrial profits; but it is
‘algo true that the extreme,later difficulty of collecting these
_payments are largsly the cause of the panic that seized bank

depositors durinz the first months of this year and finglly
brought on the clos‘ng of all banks in this nation. But even

here we may see the depression at work, foryp acceording to the
Survey of Current Business( a oovernrent publication,the most
completegauthoritative, and up-to~date obtainable),we find the

folldw1ngtfacts v ' .




Year Monthly average interest and dividendspay-
ments ,millions of dollars.

1925 340
26 365
27 464
28 502
29 632
30 716
31 685
32 561

But when we look at the reports of industry,we find a tale
that ccmpletely corroborates my theory, Had I felt permitted to
taks more space,] would have quoted more figures in my persond
article; but I will cite 4 few more here, According to the sur-

vey of Current Business, the ten most représentative groups
of gorporations,icluiing railroads,public utilities: telephone
ard telegraph companies, amd seven industrial groups ,had the
following profits in millions in ths years indics'ted;

Year all 10 groups Railways & Seven groups
Public U%ilities of Industries.

1925 . 2,812 1952 868
1926 3,196 2160 1036

én 3,084 2098 996

28 3,544 2316 .- 1228

29 3,992 2556 : 1436

30 3,040 2180 869

31 1,344 964 380

32 787 797 ( Deficit) - -10L

l. 231 7 groups had deficits except foods and oils,

These figures ppeak’'for themselves, The 1929 Census 'of Wanue
factures, covering 210,000 industries and involving ,000,
“wage workers,shows a Surplus Value of 20 1/3 bfllions. But
repragentative industries operated at a loss in 1932,and we nmay
rigntly assume that industry e a whole did likewise, Tais is
the more remarkable, and constitutes a profound comment upon the
present depression,in view of the fact that indnstrial profit
declined oniy from Ll Rillions in 1919 to 8 in 1921 ,the period
of the last panin; dbut during the present one it has dealined
from 20 billiouy to less than nothing? Purthermore it is still
more sigrificant to notice that during mo panic previous to 1921
did the quantity of Surplus Value deécline at ell;for exampla,in
193.4,it totalled almost 4% billions ,which at that time was a ne.:
high recoxd, ‘

, ~_In addition we might cite the faet that ascording to
the March,1922,Bulletin of the National City Bark of New york,
the average rate of profit for sll corporations declined from
13% in 1929 to 3% in 1931, on & smaller valustion. It should,
however,be unvecessary to do more than to call attention to the
tremendous decreaszs in production-levels froml929 on to ptove
that bourgeois profits mus+t have dealined enormously; for ind-
ustrial overhead remains the Same,the profit on each unit manue
factured declines;as well as the number of units; thus,there is
a doulnle decrease,which is again intensified by more desperate
competitinan for the rema’ning market. General motors profits
dropped from 284 milliors im 1929 to 9 millions the first quar-
ter of 1932. Today capitalism has not only ceased to expand;it
has ceaseé to be able to expand; the system is now in the clut-
ches of a condifion of which there was never before snything
more than a mere premomition,



Further, on,Comrade O!Bricn tries to show that there was prob-
ablvy o rlh¢ng movaﬁent in working-class standards of living bet-
ﬂqen

.u66 and 1914 and cites strikes as proof of his position,

! o0 should Know that strikes are most frequant!when
expanding whan there is considerable demand for
dﬂ,ﬂQLCVﬂd army runs into mavy-mllllén» men on

likely to 20 on strike., The point is t1a+ between
American C?“LuallSﬂ was rapl 1y and contlnuously
,;lié was incraasidng by leaps snd bounds srailroads,
; intustriss wore beinz developed,-- in short ,thare was
NO I WOTK worx.ihe mester clsss then did all in its power to en-~
eourage immigratlon, Bohween 1200 ard 1914 JAmarican capital was
no 10359: in its hey-day of growth,but vet &3 pansion was continug
1ng along a s1iantd v Aiffercnt lzae, Betwoan 1922--1929 .2 new perid -
of recounstruction ensued as an afternath to the war and in consae-
quence of this country's advanta ageous <cconomic rosition in the
world; also it was propped up by ertificial csuses for prosperity
But today,cepitslism has ﬂiaynd its trump cards, ona after anotid
her; all attempts now to enliven it are like att erptln? to galn—
anize a corpse into Life again,

r

The Pzoletgrian Party must ra CODano these kindrad facts,
and shape its Program ard policies a ordlnbly, what appilga25
or 15 ,0r 10,0r 5 years azo no longer applles --- and the Prolet-

arian Prrtv'must rroject spokesmen who see this as clearly as .

sunlight and evaluats it correctly,

The Detroit Merry-Go-Round
{by Carl Babbiti, Iocal Plint)

The ODlnl has prevalled and been expressed by the N,B.C
membe s yeu*owt for sometime that our Party wes suffaor-
ing fvom serious shortcomings: organizational and theoretical
weaknssses and that certa1ﬁ naw devs lormén*s and conditions had
arisen thaat we must recognlze, Therefore,they maintained,a Con-

vention of the Psrty vas necebsary to meet this s*tuatlon‘
The N.E.C in Jenuary decided to hold a convention and inm
Tebruazr j the pre-conv eP+LFn diogs uselon preriod opensd.

L then becams vhe dutly of these N,%,C members to gxplain
to all the memburs o tho Party in the Bulletin what these organ-
izatiocal ard thcersi wesknsesses were and to explaim these
new devaloprments and conditions they'main ained exigted. Also
it was thoir dutvy es b ¢f the T In the pegition of lag~
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ders of our Party fo o the worghip whet should bo
done to improve our j 13 teobios,to eliminate our weakness-
Sy To w2l thesé new conditions,

68 S0 as to strorngtinen the Zardy

But what happcnu.? #ovy monihs off the pre-convention period elan-
sed and not one word appeared in the Bullctin from the NeE.C mem=
bers in loecal Detrcit,

Finally thoy beameneu t of thieir slumber and in the June
Bulletin there is an avticis from Comrade lanigraf and in the
second section of ins Jurs JDLIGDIH fom.Reunse has an article,
Now let usanalyse thoess artlcles. PFivet,Com,landgraf: He staris
out by'sayino-"ﬁ-e Proletarisn rafnv has reachad a stage ir the
revolutionary labor nmuvament of America o seriously take stock
of our Party structure. Jacie 1% mav have fidled the bill in the
past,ete,ste", Then »n tna 2econd paragraph he ssys:” That the
Party machinery nsucs ov crhauling and a plammed trogram on orzan-
ization put into zffect ic obvious," ”bnn note what follows." Eﬁl»
is the work of thecoining Convaention." What is the pre-conventior
discussion pnrlod for’ Nhy‘paG& everything on to the Conventione?

»L



. the member#hip should know why these membere in local Detroit

10 1t is obvidus to Com,lamdgraef that our Party michinery needs
overhauling and he feels that the present Party structure will no%
£111 she bIll,then the responsibility falls upon him as a menber
of tie M,E,G to toll the membership how this overhsuling is goinzy .
to bo done and to make suggestions for the planned program thst '
he spaeaks about., But Com.Landgraf entirely ignores his responsibili:
and is satisfied to leave everything for the Convention, :

) Al Comrade Landgraf has to offer is this;that we should stard

. to build a new organization,the Marxian Lsbor College,with dues- |
paying members and officiald, If the Party structure is so weak

8s ho contends ami needs complete overhsuling then Com.Lamdgraf

should devote a8l11 his time and ability to accomplishing this over-

. heilinm job before he thinks of starting snother organization,
ur study class work is part of the Party activities and

should never be organized om & dues paying basis with seperate

0ffizials, This clags work should always be under the supervision

of tho comnittees of the Party and should always be free t0 all

workers who show a desire and willingness $o study Marxism,The -

Marxian Iabor College is a good name to apply to this branch of

our Party actlivity. )

' Com, Landgraf concluded by advising the members not to fall
asleap on the job. In reply I would advise him to quit dreaming

and absndon his utopian schemes for ideal or perfect organisations,

We must realize as materialists that we canmot dbuild an organizat-

ion out of our immaginations. The building of a revolutionary Party

is a process., We mus t understand the social conditions and build

with thd material at hand, Some ofbthis material is good,some not.

80 hedigome bad,and a lot of it is rotten, But this material like

everything else in the universe is subject tochange and the bad

may become good and the good bad, '
ComradesRenner "entitles his article"New Mcthods™To Mect
- Changing Conditions" and all through his article we search in vain

for a word sboub these changed conditions,or the new methods.is a

result of the miserable failure of the Forum in Detroit this past

season Comrades Wass and Howard made .this statement to me:"Forums
are no longer effective we have to devise entirely new methods,”

~ And now Com,Renner repeats this same thing in the Bulletin, What
are the new methods? Why dont the Comrades of Iocal Detroit tell
the Perty members what new methods we must use,and explain these
cthanged conditions they talk so much about} ‘ :

411 Com.Romner has to offer the membership in his article
is this., In place of the present W.E.C of 15 members,functioning
on the basis of democratic centralizationshe recormends an N,E,C
of 7 members,to function on the basis of burgeois buresucracy.

He says: "Each member of the N,E.® to be a specislist in his

field and to have full chargeof all Party activity inhis field and

to have the power to appoint a Comrade in each district to work
under his supervision,” What a wonderful outfit that would be.

It is just another utopian scheme, '

The rules, regulations and plans necessary to perfect an
organization are formulated and adopted as the organization grovs
in size and influence. The activity of the membership cause this

- development, But many of the members think they can formulate
" plans and perfect an organization out of their imaginations,

‘ Com,0'Brien recommends the reduction of the N.E.C,to seven e
members and explains why he thinks thddsshould be done. Com.Renn-
er agrees with Gom.0'Briem on the reduction dut fails to give the /.
reason why he thinks this should be done. It is important that ~

 _want the N,E.C reduced to seven members, These mémbers have certy, -

" gin 1deas as to how the Party should bé run, Some of the other . .= -
° members on the N,E.C have opposed them,particulatly the Wationak
.Sesroterys . | ReS
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Becaufie the National Secrétary dares to have opinions and _

‘a8 constituted at present be abolished. According to them the

s

ldeas opposed to their's and has the courage to stand on his
own feet, they recommend that the office of National Secretary

the National Secretary of our Party should not be a Wational
Seoretary performing his duties as outlined in the Constitution
He should merely be s dummy without ideas or opinions;a flunky
to obey their orders., Tha Party must be run as they think it
should be run sand if the majority of the N.E.C makes decisions’
against them, then the N.B.C should be reduced to seven members,
and these seven members should live in or close to the city
where the Mational Office is locatod(preferably Detroit). Each
member to be a speciaslist in a particular fileld,and th have .

- full charge of all Party activity in his field,and the WNational

Secretary's job should be taken over by one of these Seven mem-
bers, Then we would have Seven bureaucrats and a Mational Sec-
retary who would abey their orders without question, Then the
Party would be run as they want it to be run, :

I think that in the coming Convention these "babes in' the °
woods" will find out that the other locals in the Party will
have something to say about how the Party should be run and
will not allow it to be run as lLocal Detroit has been run. -

The idea of developing speciglists is a good one ani would

- be practical 1f we had about 100,000 members. Com, Renner errom

neously assumes that the development of professional revolutionm
nists means specialists in a particular field. A professional
revolutionist is one that has the ability and the courage %o
devete all his time to the revolutionary movement. To maintain
and build our Party this type of member is necessary. Com,Renne
er says ;"We must develop them",but igkes meaastempt to offer
any suggestions as to how this can be done, Ilke Com,Jandgraf’

"he is satisfied to say" This 1s the work of the coming Convention?

We must understand that there is a vast difference between a
professional revolutionist ani a professional"politician,™ One
devotes all his time to the movement with the spirit of sacr-
ifice and loyalty,the other manuevers to land a Jjob 1n the orz-
anization for mercenary reasons, )

It is interesting to note that Com.Renner stresses the
importance of having a specialist to work amounpg the farmers,
Parmers and farming seems to be a bugaboo with some of the
menmbars of Local Detroit, Altho there are approximately half

& million wage slaves in Detroit and over half of them unemplo-

yed,a fortile field to cgrry on Party activity,many of. our leal- . |
ing members there have almost entimely abandoned the task of
building up local Detroit.. Instead of devoting themselves to

Party work they have developed & peculiar affinity for farmers o
and farming ,and to prove that they are paractical revolutionigtes - . -
have become "sons of the soil." Perhaps this group of sod-buaters

"is the embryo of the Gormittes of dgriculture of the future :
. Proletarian State, Com.Wass recognizes the importance of dele~ .

gates coming to the Convention prepared,with something in their
hands and heads,so I would suggest that these revolutionary
farmers of Iocal Detroit prepare a thesis on the Farm Problem
for the coming Convention. . o
A pre-Convention discussion period is for the purpose of
criticising and discussing our own weaknesses and short-comings,
to make recommendstions and suggestions and then to make dec-
isions as to what should be done,so we can come together in
a Comvention,prepared to strengthen the Party. o
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o But what has happened? The N.E.C members in local
Detroit,who prior to the decision to hold a Convention
continually complained and harped about our weaknesses and "
wanted a Convention to remedy the terrible short-comings
they maintained existad in the Party, have not offered the
membezrship in this discussion period ome singdk suggestion
for the improvement of our Manifesto and Brogram or an int-
elligent idea for to strengthen or expamd the Party., Why?
I know these members have some definite opinions about t
they want done, They have expressed them to me, phy dont
they tell the membership? Why haven't they the courage .
~and honesty to tell the members inthis discussion period
that they'think Com.Keracher should be removed as National
Secretary,and the National Office moved to Detroit?

There is nothing wrong in thinking that the National
- 0ffice should be moved to another city,or wanting the present
Nationsl Secretary removed if these changes are for the purp-
ose of improving the Part{, but it is the duty of these mem-
gers to tell the membgrship why they think this should he
One. '
- What advantage is there to the Paryy in having the
National Office in Detroit? Why should Comrade Keracher
be removed a8 National Secretary, and whé in their opinion .
is better qualified to hold the office? Instead of honestly
discussing these matters with the membership in this open
discussion period they are satisfied to remain silent for
four months and then in the final month of the discussion
period they write articles for the Bulletin ami talk vaguely
about"fhe Need For Change", and the "Need for new methods" ,and
that"the Party ngeds to be overhauled,".

Instead of honestly and fearlessly criticising the
jdeas and sctions of individuals they disagree with,and putting
forth their own ideas for the improvement of the Party,so that
-all our ppinions snd disagreements could be intelligently dis-
cussed ,they remain silent on these vital natters, What kind
of a game are you playing?

In the second paragraph of Comrade Tandgraf's article
he reveals a little of the situation exksting in Loocal Det-
roit, He speaks of the windy business meetings and how every
jsgue that comes up reflects a personal conflict and that new
members leave,confused and demoralized, But instead of turnir-
the searchlight upon themselves,and shouldering the responsit-
11ity for their locsl conditions, Comrade Landgraf tells us;
"fhe Pgrty machinery needs overhauling". Iuferring that the
Party is responsible for their windy business mestings,and
their inability to eliminate confusion and demoralization
among the members of Local Detroit.

The confusion and demoralization prevailing inYocal
Detroit is largely the tesult of the miserable failure of
‘the N.E.C members there, and they cannot escabe the respon-
' s1bility for those conditions by talking about weakness in
Party structure,etc. It certainly will be one of the tasks
gf tl'ie' coming Convention to clean up.the mess in our largest

ocsal, :
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