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‘Pre- Convention Discussion
(by Pred West and George Snider,Iocal San Francisco)

Regarding The Pro News:

, Oomrade Tishler says the condition of the Pro News is
éxplained by the negligencs of the Party members,this is true -

to a great extent, pud as he stated "we are all responsible for FHik
this,” But the Marxiam position of the paper and the type of art-
icles have deterioted of iate so badly that if something is not

done we would be better off without the paper.’

There are different ways of writing news, If the paper were .

coming out daily or weekly then news could be written as news v
But at the rate of once a month it is no longer congsidered néws,.

and should be written from a (purely) theoretical view roint an-~
alytical in charscter and summed up with the lessons learned and

the ACTION to be taken, As an example of the poor grede of art-
icles we should point to the may issue with the article of E.A,

cn inflation,there we have a purely bourgeois vulgar interpretatic

of "Going off the gold standard" and worse than tha t; the bourgeoirs _
theory of "more currency being issued ageinst a given gold reser
es Deing inflation, The printing of such statements in our offic..

ial paper must be held against the editorial board even more thsn

ths writer(aelthough the writer in this case is also s member of

the board),.
- In the June idcue we have a typical Trotskyist analysi-
of tha Moorey Convention to-wit;- The Convention is controlled by
the CoP.--they want %o cram in a2ll their pet slogans,etc,etc, Aft-: -
- all this cxposure of the Mooney Convention "we are to support itv,
THEN WE GET NO ATVICE ON HOW TO SUPPOT IT. -

, The article on the farmer is another garbled affair;no
analysis for the prolstarian’s guidance no direction ef how we
shoull approach the farmer, The statement by the G.I.on Germany
without editoriasl commsn% capped the climax of PARTY CONFUSION,

LACK OF UIDERSTAINDING AND IAGK OF COURARR,to placs the ¢.T. in its
correc¢t opportunistic anl nationalistic category, Since a few mon-
tha after our last Convention to C.[:s purely nationalistic Pro-~
gram in Germany has bsen ,if not o bail as the 5.D.F.,at least,
very close to 1t. Thez fumous Tnited Front of the G.P of ¢ and tha
Nagzis against the Prussiez Diet,their appeals to the petty bourg-~
goise,their national fights against the Versailles Treaty,the Daws
plan and the young plan have reapsd the reward of Seeing their meas- .
es trained innationalism,finding their rightfful place in the hat-
ional fascist party of Hitler. f
Says the C.I in effect;the Versailles system--caused tembdess-
uwous outbursts of nationalism and German chauvinsim--culminaving
in the Nazie Party. But what did the C.P.G. expasct to ascompliah
by vatering to this nationalistic"against the Verssille sy3Tent of
the Bourgeoisie. Did the C.I or tha C.P.G expose their rrolom g
the problem of the German bourgeoisis under the yoke of ths irp.
erialisto ) . .
The C.I. Party inimerica has basically the same oppo=ivo-
istic and nationalistic stand with their Bourgeois.Black Repuiii




o .
"appeals to professionals,councils for the protection of small
depositors and small business men,farmers moratorium,red-blooded
rights of the governed"(veterans laison committee) ,£farmers and

workers goverrment and ex-service vice-president.#

All these sloppy demands have a fundamental basis which is
petty bourgeois mationalism, Is there really much differencs
between this and the"defend the fatherland" of the Second Inter-
national 2

The Pro Party cannit condome such anti-Marxian propaganda
and it should not be put in the Pro News as it is a reflection
on the theoretical level of the Party.

ON THRENEGRO QUESTION:

In the June Bulletin Comrade O'Brien states; "I have refr-
ained from speaking publicly on the Negro question and T have
advised other Comrades to do likewise until our Party has made
a decisjon.” Here is an exmmple of how one of our oldest comae~
ades not only refuses to take the stand of the Party,but slso
by his own statement"advises other comrades to ignore the Party
stand the same as himself,." :

Comrade O'Brien's stand is the same as in 1931 ;he was pres-
ent at the 1931 convention and knows very well that the Party
took a definite stand against the C.I’s nationalistic interpret-
ation of the Negro question,he knows very well that the Party's
Stand was against his personal stand. But Comrade O'Brients ‘Porg-
onal stand seems to be the most important, The Party's stand is
not to be carried oub evidently and so Comrade O 'Briem*advige"
other comrades not to do so. :

Conrade O0'Brien may say the Party's positison has not been
published;if the thesis has not been published , "Thesis on Tnter-
national Relations",it is the fault of the N.E.C. Corrade Q'Brien
is 3 member of the N.E.C. Why doesnt he place the blame where it
belongs insgead of hedging around and trying to make it appear
that we have no stand on this question? Comrade 0'Brien tells
us to read Stalin,and also the C.I's thesis on the Negro question
but to pay no attentioy to the C,P of A's distortion of the C,I's
position, He doesn’t state how or where the C.P of i ,distorts the
C.0"s stand on the Negro question, The facts are that the C.I.'s

posision onnthe Negro question is the most silly and fantagtic
romance ever to be forced om the révolutionary movement. :

We dont have to go to Browder /Hathaway or Stalin,we can
Just take the C.I's thesis;this, is the official stand of the C.I
and it doesnt have to be interpreted by any of the little general
of the C.P. Does Corrade ¢ 'Brien agr2e with the C.Ifs"oppressed
nation"” is a part of the South{so-called Black Belt) containing
25% of the negroes of America,an oppressed nation Just because
the C.I,drews a pretty little shaped map and says so?

And this extraction of "super profits”  where did the ¢,
discover this nonsense? If Comrade O'Brein would get his head
out of Moscow aml look up some Ameriecan gtatistics he will fina
his "super profit" from the Black Belt is Just another fairy #43
tale that that should have Stayed behind the walls of the Kremlin.
He will also find out that the' Cotton and *Tobacco farmers,land
owners or share croppers,whitejoredokhisd are figuratively speaki.y
"on the bum"” and like the rest of the petfy bourgeoisie in America
are begging the govermment for help. , :

"The politicsl and social equality™ for the Negroes? phat
does this mean? Do they mean to give them the same social and
political equality that the whites have? If they do,does thgt o
away with the class strugzle?
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Their demand"to remove all the imperialistic armed forces from
the Black Belt"--that's good; we would like to see all ihe armsed
forces in America done away with,but any Marxist knowsniiis cabt

be dcne only when capitalism has been abolished. The C.Yiavrast
majcrity" of negroes in the Black Belt turns out to be a majcyriT -
in one stats,and there less than 51%,and then the vhites must
gabmit to the majority:; 49% whites must submit to 51% negvoes fo

e Plack RBourgeois Republic. These are the figures from the BJmsri. .
census of 123l. Parhaps the boys in Moscow can count better than
the consas takers in America. When faced with this the C.P lawys: -
and priests,chopped the Black Belt up into countios to f£it ghe
ocoesion and now their pretty little map has several little black
republics.,

Comrade O'Brien tells us to study the history of the
negro-~ I advise Comrade O'Brien to read something e®se besidass
the confused drivel in the IMPRECOR. The C.I's condidering t@'s
Nezro guestion as a national one and calling for & Black republic

out-Garveys the Garveyites, But no} when the C.P,puts forth nat--
ional bourgeois demands it is revolutionary,when Marcus Garvey or
the N.X.4.0.P,does so,it is reactionmary. When the C.P said repeal
the 18th Amendment it was revolutionary,when the democrats advoc-
ated repeal--it was reactionary. ‘

Besides Comrade O'Brien,we note Comrade Novak wonder
whether the negroes are suffering from a pre-capitalist form of
oppression, The C.I claims the system of "share croppipg” is a fe.
udal systern. Is this what Comrade Novak means? DoeS he 6r Comrado
0'Brien think share cropping iB feudalistic? If they do,then -
thore is lots of feudalism in all farm sections of America regard-
less of what color the shars croppers are. :

Gan Comrade Novak or Comrade 0'Brien show us where the
share croppers do not produce for sale? Are those that share-
crop any different than those who pay & money rents T know in
Gslifornia,at lesst, a considerable number of former rent payers
who are now share croppers.But they are still capitalist farmers
as long ss they produce for sale. And if the negroes do suffer
from a pre-capitalist form of oppression; what about dt--does
Comrsdes liovak and O'Brien maintain that a capitalist revolution
is necessary in cgpitalist America? :

I meintain that the position taken by our Partyat the 1971
Convention is correct and altho we could take many pagss in writ-~
inz a thesis on this so called "Negro Question” by extending and
widening the explanations;yet the fundamental stand,to-wit;-

Fhat the "Negro" like all other workers is exploited
because of being a worker and not because of racial or national
divisions,should by no meand be tampersd with, This practice of
tryinz to foment a seperate national feeling,whiich does not at
present exist among the negroes, will tend to wigden the gap bet-
ween tha negro and vhite workers rather than promate unityl

And finally,ths individual persecution 6f negroes or
even their persecution as a minority in America,is the resullt of
racisl prejudice,in turn a historical development from the pre-
vious position of the negro under chattel slavery,which was in
some respects,superior to that of the poor whites.

Coupled with this there is the further competative threat
--33 a huge industrial reserve army--that they presented to the
white industrial workers since the Ci¥il War. All southern wor-
kKers,whether white or black,present the same tareat,but the white
workers inthe north only see the black threst.

This racial prejudice fostered by the master class as
well as competition among all of the working class, results fron
the nature of the capitalist system of production itself and musti
be fought tooth and nail by the revolutionary movement.

adiaan
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The revolutionary party must bend every effort to show not
only the negro worker s but the workers of all races and nat-
lonalities,thatt their interest is not the temporary competitiwe
struggle for the job,but the necessaty unity of sction amomg the
gre%t mass of wage workers for the complete abolition of the Wy e
system, :

THE FARM QUESTION.

Comrade Novak says,"What Revolutionary possibility does the
farmer possess3" and further he says,"We must connect up the stru-
ggle for the revolution with the immediate and concrete demands
of the farmer.” If Comrade Novak knows what revolutionary poss-
ibilities the farmer possesses,anml he must know,because herwants
us to connect up the farmers' concrete demands with the revolutior:
then why doesn't he tell us what these possibilities are? Is Com-
rade Novak speaking in bekalf of gh#armers league or a revolution:::
political party? What are these irmediate snd concerete demands
that are revolutionary?

We know what the immediate and concrete demands of the far-
mers are; but,we lack the profundity to discern how or where they
are revolutionary. Theo'demands of the farmers ‘are; less tames,mor-

atoriums on mortgéges,no more mortgage sales,farm loans ab low
rates of interest,and mainly" higher prices for their commtdities,"

Does Comrade Novak contend that these demands are revolutionary

or even that they are conducive to a revolution in Americs? Wesee
these demands of the farmer working in behalf of maintaining the
farmers in their present position as capitalists and consequently
they will contimue to be diametrically opposed to the working cl-
ass revolution, But perhaps Comrade Novak knows of some "new
revolutionary demands” of the farmers,if so we are eagerly await-
ing to hear about them,

For our part we are in agreement with the past stand of
the Party on this question. We are not opposed to working in
farmers leagues or even to the extent of helping to organizé them ,
but we work in them only for the purpose of working on them, to
point out that many are doameddas farmers amd that"they should
defend not their present but their future interests™, They should
not vainly try to roll back the wheels of history,but to aid'in
rolling it forward to the Proletarian Dictatorship ,gmd the co-op-
arative cormonwealth,

THE C, I. QUESTION: '

In our ctiticism of the C.I1's statement in the Pro News we
dealt extensively emough with this question,to warrant in our
opinion the following stand om the C.I.: ;

That due to their continual natioralistic and petty bourge-

ois.opportunistic policy over a period of at least nine years,
the Communist International should be condemmadbby tha Proletarisn
Party as non-Marxian,and placed in tlye same catagory that Lenim
placed the Second International before the Great War. The Party
Stands at the croas roads;either we take a firm unwavering Marx-
lan stand,or continue our cringing attitude servidé in many res-
pects ,in trying to cater to the C.I.'s position as in the past,
We are sick of this eternal criticism of the C.I.at

Conventions and the writing of elaborate thesis that are never
published,what advantage lies ip this attitude we cannot find,but
the disadvantages are numerous. If we maintain,as some do,"that
the C.I is correct but the C.P does not carry it o#it"; then from
time to time our new members trained on this basis will swing
over to the C.P,as New Yor¥ did in 1931 ,and as did part of Cle-
veland, We can no longer say that the American section is bad,
because late international developments have proved that all!



- et
R sl

o -
Sections in capitalist countries are ass bad a9 the American sect-
ion, . i ' . .

Germany;England,Austria,Spain,Ngw Zealard and Greece are
21l bassd on petty bourgeois nationalism., In our ‘presegnt posit-
ion ws are not only training people for the G,P., but if we take
the "Holy of Holies"(G,I) for example as the lagst word Iin Marxism
we willbe training natiomalistic fascists instesd of Marxians,

We should stand above the C.P as an organization,and not
trall bohind barking at their heels like the Iovestoneite and
Trotskyite camp followers,

The time has come to take a clear Marxian stand for rev-
olution and fighting hostile attitute towasds sall organizations
that claim %o spesk for the working class,yet who in reglity
represent the interests of the petty bourgeois shop keefPers and
farmers of America. :
More About The C,I, ;
< (by C.M.0'Brien,Tocal Ios Angeles)
Comrade Mary Wright of local Boston,in the 2nd section of the
Jurz Bulletin, says we should alter our position and instesd of
saying the C.,I, "is the best international working class organ-
izetion” ww should criticise the g,I. My reply is that 'we could
fill every issue of the paper with criticism of the CeI,and still
maintain that it is the best working class international. she
says ; "Many of the policies for which we criticise the C.P.,are
the directions of the G,I." I think we criticise the CG,P.,for
distorting the directions of the C.T. Comrade Wright gives the
following examples: '

ist, The C.I. is in perfect harmony with the C.P of A,
on the Negro question, Evidently she has not read the criticism
of the C,P by the C.I for distorting their resolution on the Negro
guestion,

2nd, The United Front from below, The united from: from
below does not necessarily exclude the buresucrats on top,but a
united fromt with the burescrats mey casily exclude the membar-~
ship from below, ’

3rd, If the C,P is rotten the C,I is no more sound
and thet our differences with the C.P,should be put inour prog-
rame As I sald in reply to Comrade Wass,to condemn g part is not
a condemnation of the whole and our condemnation ef the part is
in all of our literature,only not enough of it because we cannot
afford the space, :
4th, That our Matxian education aught to enable us, e¥pec-
ially the Editorial Board,toc make a decisfion abodt the Germsn C.P
without so much delay. Our Editorial Board are cliosen because
they live close to our hesdquarters and they are not paid for
editing. Every nember has sccess to the same information as they
have about the German situstion, Thanks to our Marxian education
they did not jump at hasty conclusions such as Mary Wwright has,
5th, Tat we should not back up the C.I,attitude of reg-
arding the Social Democrats'as greanter enemies than the Pascists
and the refusal of the C.I.,to unite with other labor organizat-
ions in the face of the menace of Pascism. Yes we d0 snd we Sh-
ould continue t6 regard the leaders of Social Democracy as our
closest enemies, the closest enemies of Marxism. I have mo infor-
mation of the C.P of Gernany refusing a uhited front with other
labor organizations against PBascism, ‘
%;e.c.P of G,,made the mistake of trylng to win the mgss-
es from the S5.D.P.,by trying to be more opportunistis than the
S¢D.Ps+ It is worthy of note that the leader of the C.P of Ge ,
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was .before the Pascists took power, discharged by the C.i. LB
sevarely repremanded by the €,I. True he has s nce then piea-.
ut the head of the C.P.of G., Porhaps therc was hot aauthar mom.
har i She darty as capable as he ,incompetant “ncugh he mas te,

s Fxotmkyitens ars feasting on the crizls in tar:

and o sulmtry. They are making e special affort to @
CUT men w.ith their literature, Jur members showil refra’ s

=152 ilulluenced until they know the whole history of o s
sky ant ti= swroup in this country that support him. Then wits &
Propse maderstanding of Marxism,we can read their literature as

¢
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we do the Daily VWorker,knowing what to accept and what to reject.

The remarks I sent in last week regarding Comrade Mary Wright's
axticle in the 2nd addition of the June Bulletin,did not mention
her charge that the C.T.,organizes dual unions. I did not tanen
bave the time to look up the data that I thought I had and since
then I find that I left that information in San Francisco, How-
8Vsit, 80 Tar as I know the C,I,,or the RILU have never instructad
thelr sections to organize dual unions, Their instructions wers
5 organise the unorganized and those workers expelled from $he
old unious, This contention is, I think, supported by the follo-
wing quotationsg

The"Communis t International " No 7,Vol VII.,says in par:
"Lenin’s incomparsbls work; Left Wing Communism an Infantile
Disowder.was written in the strugele against 'héroes? Nevertha-
iess an omv practical trade union and maess work, relapses ollicw
Lscious ere frequently made....and delaz'the develcopmant &

15 o the prolstarian revolution, ¥ * %% goy for examnle
~ digtrict, can such slogans as;"Whoever is not with
85 an ally of the class enemy and must bSe tr-eatel
8% Siceht,or "Iizht the adherents of the PFascists, so that thov
vel te criven out ofbthe factories™, or™ The social damocratic

3

meroeis are ¥ bad as if not worse than their social-fasolsh
leade who have already been exposed to the masses"---how can
sSteh 8128 win us anything bat issolation from the message¥**
o o CongreSe must entirely repudiate that arrczarcc..,

great « ¢l pulience in winning,by irtensive iduclegicul work,
thoss sof of wovkers who are s%ill esdherents or followers of
the o, enamy ov ¢f i%s social-fascist allieScecoossee

ol Ldea of labor aristocracy,as the name given %o

that ssotlon of the highly skilld workers... is Eo longer wilid
«rs becausas in the raticnalized factory of today ths o.d : :
ences Leotween the Lighly skilled manual worker has been ai
Whoreevsr we ne¢t thsse workers,whether inm the Strewt or i
fectory.at home,at mestings or at the pub,whether in sncrtzmes

cultiural orgamizations or wherever else we must work among tiem.

ok sk % ok ok kok K% ok sokk kokkok k

A Aarge number of the memberm of the Commvmist Pexty
haeve in the last few years 1a4ft the unions, ziot oriy in ths ea
of ceasing active wunion work,but cqmpletely,as mambers. They
voluntarily,not because they ware expelled,

sz
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, "We must nct dxaw away from the masses,and form new uni~r
rrematurely,becavss vevoiutiorary ‘mpatisncs or awr ineufiict .

understanding of the real wili ¢f Hhe masgas HER L. TS AT
things 'are at present, they would be orgunizations witu oriy oo

atl .
icials dacking a rank and file,.." Al ariticle by Losovsky pub

™



- SEERE—— ¥

lished in the Daily Worker,Aug 15,1030 ,criticizing deviations
that must be fought., He says in part: "Lumping together the
social-fascist leaders and the workers who follow them; in not

rowing how to work--often not wishing to work- in the reformist
trade unions....™

Yhe January 15th,1932,issue of the Communist International

(offioclal organ of the C,I) has a report of the Elghth Session

of the Central Council of the Red International Iabor Union,a
rart of which reads as follows;
‘ "The Session paid considerable attention to the question
of work inside the reform trade union movement, The FPifth Prof-
intern Congress raised the queation of work in reformist and other
reactionary trade uniond as one of the central tasks of all sec-
tions of the Profintern------At the same time work inside the
roformist trade unions during the period under review was not
only not increased,but almost universally slackened off. The
session established that this state of affairs is absolutely
intolerable ahd demands that all sections bring about in pract-
ice an immédiate changs in this work......” Regarding the
nngmployed,this report also says: "The main thing is to develop
this movement wider and wider,to guarantee that the Red ' Trade Tic
and the trade union opposition glve concrete,day to day,leader-
ship to the unemployed movement, In this lies the gurantee that
the struggle of the unemployed will be linked up with the struggle
of those engaged in industry,which is the main problem. The ledd-

ership must not take the form of a sort of guardianship over the
unemployed movement, or of organizationally including this move-~
ment as part of the Red Trade uhions and trade union opposition,
This lesdership must consist in safeguarding the creation of”
cormittees and councils of unemployed on the baslis of a true,
broad,united front foon helew,,«s.."

This report further states:"In several places the correct
‘Bolshevik relationship,which should exist between the Party and
the vanguard and the trade unions as the transmissiog belt has
not been properly understood, Party organizations too frequently
still order the trade unions about and act in their place,insteci
of leading them throughtheir fractions, The flagrant opportunis®
view that it is the Party's business to deal with politics,and
that the economic strugsle can be left to the trade unions,is
still not entirely overcome in certain sections of the Communist

PartieSs."s.."
Criticism Of A Critic
(by Stanley Novak,Local Detroit,)

Comrade Babbitt in an article in the July Bulletin came
out with a brand new definition of the class struggle and a
severe criticism of local Detroit for its mupposed low theor-
etical level, We agree that practical activity without theoret-
ical clarity is practically useless. Clear understanding of class

lines,the class strugzle, and the economic and political forces
that shape the position and the strugzle of the classes in soc-
iety is ‘extremely important to ths revolutionary leadership,The
every day strugzle of the masses of workers to improve theilr
condition fvr a struggls against the lowering of their standard
of living--for higher wages,shofter hours,better working condit-
ions,against reduction of wages,against speed-up,against war,~--
gll this is not a form of the clags struggle,according to Comrads

abbitt,

Ho defines the class struggle as follows;" The class-

gtruggle is a wider and more conscious struggle of the working
clags against the capitalist class, The workers who recognize
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the irreconcilable antagonism between these two classes,strmgrls
for political supremscy in order to abolish gapitelism, © Wiil
Corrade Babbitt contend that the struggle against reduction of
wazag is not a class strugsle? Since the majority of the working
masses 4o not realixze the irreconcilable antagonism botween the
workers and tha capitalists and since they are not yet vre2dy -
to fight for the overthrow of the capitalist gystem and working
e¢lass political ‘supremacy until the country reaches the revoi~
utlonary crisis,would that mean that there is no class struggle
until.this psriod arrives? ‘

How does the working olass gain the kmowledge about the
irreconcilable antagonism between the classes? How do the work-
ing masses realize that in order to. live they must overthrow
capltalism and emtahlish working class supremacy? Do they %efb ,
these ideas purely out of their hrain,or from experience in
the every-day class struggle?

Mazxism es a theory plays an extremely important part
in the political development of the masses, It supplies them
with a very sharp intellectual tool--a guide to action.But the
working masses must first have a great deal of dirgct expeylerss
in the'class strugszle before they are ready to underatsnd gnd
accept Marxism, ’ '

The Communist Manifesto outlines the growth of the worlk-.
ing class ‘a8 follows: "The various interests and conditions of
1ife within the ranks of the proletariat are more and more eq-
ualized ,in proportiom as machinery obliterates all distinctions
of labor, and nearly everywhere reduces wages to the’ same low
lovel., The growing competitlon among the bourgeoisie,and the
resultijz cormerdial crisbs, make the wages of the workers ever
more fluctuating . The improvement of machinery,ever more rapid-
‘1lyndeveloping,makes their livelihood more and more precarious;
the collisions between individual workmen and individual bourg-
eoig’ takes more and more the character of collisions between
two cTasses. Thereupon the Workers DBEginl G0 form combinations
T Tradas Unlons) sgainst the bourgeois; they club together in
order to keep up the rate of wages; they found permanent ass-
ogiations for these occasional revolys. Here and there the
contest bresks out into riots...” )

* nfow and then the workers are victorious ,but only for a
time, The real fruits of their battles lles, not in the Imibiidte
nefiuttsjbtt in the ever expanding union of the WOrkerS.ss"

"his organization of the proletariat into a class,and
congsequently into a2 pdbitical party,is continually being upset
again by the competlition between thed workers themselves, But it
ever rises. up again, strongerpfirmer ,mightier, It compells legis-
lative recognition of particular interests of the workers, by
taking advantage of the divisions smong the bourgeoisie itself,
fhus the ten-hour bill in Bngland was carried,” ,

Comrade Babbitt’s position that the every-day struggle 1is

not a class strugsle is a complete negation of the Marxian
theory of the class struggls,

"As the every-day struggle develops and’ the discontent of
the workers becomes myee and more manifest", writes Comrade
Babbitt, "the workers in their helpleasness due to thes fact !
tha t they do not understand the social structure,are alwags :
looking for somebody to do something for thelsrzsses.. .What should ,
be our sttitude towsrd this struggle? Should we become absorbel
in 1t?" asks Comrade Babbitt. ) o . v

‘Tt is a well-known fact that at times s revolutionary Party
15 in danger of absorbing its activities in the every-day strug -
1e of the messes to the injury of the revolutionsry caise, And S




cﬁr Party oo may in time deviate in that dir'eci:ion_. But tha

~question that in my opinion we mus+t ask is what is the 1mmoid-

late and most pressing deviation with which the Party is enrd-
angsred? Is our Party at the present time -in danger of becom-
ing absorbed in the immediate strugglew 0f the workers to %he
detriment of 1ts revolutionary principles,aims and activit:~

It 1s the opinion of the present writer that the Party is zraatly
in danger of the very opposite deviation, nsmely,isolation from
the every-day struggle of the working masses and theraforg fron
the masses, Comrade Babbitt does not even know how to formulats
a question,how to approach a problem, Wo mugt stop talking ener-
alities ,which get us mowhere,but, instead,clssrly formulate tae
concrete and immediate problems confronting tha Party, Qomrade
Babbitts talk about the danger of the Party absorbing itself in
the every-day struggle is a thoroughly false alarm-- at least,

at the,present time, _ - o o

We must give another example of Comrade Babbitt's Peculiar

understanding of communism, He writes: "The every-day strugeole
can be best developed consoiously into the class struggle thro-
ugh the introduction of Magrxism into the cdnflicy. The Theor

of Cormunism does not develop out of the%&ecus’ﬁﬁe” W_o"‘r‘%—

ing clasdy under capitalism,but 1s applled to $hat 5 ruggle Dy
E%e%:' Tevolutionist who has some understagding of Marxism," fTo ~
prove the correctness of his position, Comrade Babbitt tells

%gf;hat Eugels thus. teaches in his Socialism,Utopien and scien~
ific / - ,

In ahcopening statemént of the book mentioned, Engels
say8: "Modsra Socialism is, in its &ssence ,the direct prcduct

of the raroanition, on Ehe one of the class antagorn.sms
6XISUiNZ TN the soclety of today botwesn roprietors and non-
TGN ietors  between cMﬁorkefs: on the ofaer

%}}a ;0F ThE anarchy eigsfing inproduction, But,in its theorédical
fom,molern socialism originally appesrs ostensibly as a more
logical extension of the principles 1laid down by the great
French philosophers of the eightoenth oétitury; Like everfg

new theory,modern Socialism had,at first, to connect itseld

with the intellectual stock-in-trade,however deeply its ropts
lay in material economic facts, (Emphasis mineT, |

Onis can clearly see that Phade GomPadbiBabbitt puts

forth 1s very different from what Engels taught. Comrade Bgbb~

1tt has not freed himself from the idealist point of view,7o
Comrade Babbitt,the theory of class struggle is not am outgome
of the experience of the struggle i1taslf,but to the very cpnt-
rary the theory is introduced into the struggle and the intro-
duction of the theory--Marxism--converts the ever{-day strugsle
between the workers and the .capitalists into s class strugela,
Irwell realigze that Comrade Babbitt will protest against the
conclusion I meke'from his article,but Y cannot make any other
deduction;in fget, I cannot see how any reasonable person ocan
make any other,

It may appear to many comrades as a waste of tiime and
valuable space in the Bulletin to explain such elementary
questions; bit it must be done. Comrade Babbitt expresses
the views of many comrades. He often speaxs on the Party plat-
form,teaches classes,and,in fact has of late been much employad
by the National O0ffice as the official Party Organizer, Wo can-
not tolerate such anti-Marxian theory, such absurad principles,

" especidally in a man upon whom is conferred such ciut:}ea and such

responsibilities,




10 . Immediate Demdnds

(by Jack Gardner, Local Boston) ‘ S
% appears romw Yhe criticism of Immediate demands in the

w1 such ﬁe,rg’;.:ﬁt o Immedisgtely

Bulletin that 'if

beaoueﬁ t%;

J o ;.‘ra,uta le His
ue fact théu‘&e hgx Tooked
are imasdizbely Sros=

uzlar comrads ia incapsble
watieally sonul, g
k 4 s Jonz standing in the
Jadoxr mov contly i am convinced
that *ha i_ V£ the Comrm ionald on the Tsezro
gusziion is a real Marriagn noints cut veinag Lts
incepticn The Proletarian Party has endcrgsi Ehe Thecry and polict
of the C0,T," I em sure tha* upon closer study Comrads ('iE-isn wil
find the Communist Party in accord with the resolution ¢t the G, 1.
It is pot likely thet the Prolstarian Parity will endorss VU
"self dstermination for the Bank hal c“policﬁg Tt ig guite o2’
then that the P.P does not enderse the §,1 policy. To Be logics

we wmaet point ouwh the ervor of tue ¢.T onthis question,as well
88 others un wnich we may be in IJis agrpemunta

Experisnce is indespensible for formulation of corrsat tac.
ies o Without an understandiug uf undamenigl princinles and the
experience of the labor movemenyv it is 1rposb1ble to evaluste
objestive conditions correetly.But this does not prevent Tucss
comreles with a great deal of ability and experience Irom iaxing
erross and even acquiring a mﬁtaphVSLCdi outlook om Ths labor
moveiﬁtt JhLle ;ohbgh* ng ohnl and urrespopalug charnges must
be ads rartyv,

tes; "They %till have
to maks : w7 3bunts,also lcoking for Dlue
priants ¢i a 1. with ; propes tc bes placed on

‘the ho"k to cafch the Tisgix. Th
so they want to Te I1ilze an ¢

when drawn ovexr the resd.” his
immediate demands i=z wvoicad by ¢

ing enough noise,
L tle most

o advocate
Felcxn ou#@Aes in the Ta%*] They

-y o -yl 5
B = _iﬁg‘;»{l}. ;

N By Hhomo
afaranes To thoss

L

B
gsay Lt 1s the impaticnce o ths comxaﬁgs over the bancxwardonsss
of the labor movenernb.and in particular trhae sliow growth of *the
Party,that is the causec of tTheir dsairiag the Party to adopt

immedizte demands,
In "Loft-Wing Communism™by Laﬁinythis quasticn is seen;
"We are cokmunists wrote the Commundr E-ana ists in fhbir
manifesto ,because we wish *hp =attain o”“ in alx aatly withoub
stopping al intermea: lary stations: Wl+10u+ compremisge whioch only
postpones the day of V1ctory and nrolongs the feglod of n*ﬁvery,"
Carl Babbitt In July Bulletin writes"™ 4is the everwy-day
struggle de¥elops and the discontent of the workeds in their
helplessness,due to the fact thav they do not understand the
social structure ,are always lcoking iuv somebody to do something
for them", He asks tho question,"What should our attituds towar’
this struggle be? Should we become absorbed in ity T =ssy No "
"Engels in 1874 wilting on program of Ceommunist Blanauisks
chasttges them for ftheir desire to lcap over "inmtermediary statior.
- without compromises™ ani for refusing to participate iu such
activities for the reason that'they clearly see and perpetuslly
follow the one final aim the aUUthlon of classes and creation
of a social system in which thers will no longer be amny place
for private propoerty im land or in the means of production,”
Bngels further adds "What childish maivette to put forward onef's
own impatience as a theoretical argument,”
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Cn the basis of what Fngels has wri%ten ars we not correst

in hha“m*nw thoge comrades wao are in opposiclon toc immadiate
Gemsnds Wi ‘h the fack that it is thevy vho ave lupaticht oter
the lea of ths werhers and asa_ﬂmsir*f ol aveidiing
T biect in view of hasiening fas huilding of S
e g

: tS as wall as msnv=ﬁtheu comesd
ATED “mqﬁ7ﬂ+ﬂoéary’.a1-~ Flghts| s
1 rmadiate Laceresis of the wouk
¥ besome swamped In sood
mu3t vemembsr that with
anX in *qeis"vns@ Marz I
Baw gtatAl, "Tns Commwulsts f£ight for
cliats ain v Yhe momsritsry I ﬁefawts g
bﬂﬁ in the movement of the brese“L thew x
: the #oture oi the movement, It 3 cef 3
cordaing to Mayxz_ not to e swamped In ~,f0rmn“f hat on t&a
bearr sgise the lLdeological level of the working ois
particization In th stwﬁgg g fcr their imedisgte aﬁmm,

Wo"“wng w-tb;n masg orgarizations Cuﬂﬂquut? sdvance d2mgnds

wii.ch vafiasct the every daw naeds of the workers wiether these
o“ganizaaluus be trade vnicus unsmplioysd grpups, ete. Wo must wih
the symha*hy ~and confidence of fhuuu workp*ﬁ bw our “ova”uy and
peraevertence as wall ag our ability to unieratand thair reeds
anc ‘1on* for them, In pointing out the skorlcomings of stkavg-
liag merely for their 'mmnﬁmate needs we try to 1n°t1!¢ into tke
minds ox the worlers the understanding that struggle only for'a
fair davis pay for & fair aajus wors" wiil leave them ensiaved,
tiat only the aboliticvn of %he capitalist system will be the
solution to *their problemsg, ‘ ,

The C.P. attempits to do just this though fallure results
because of cheir toctics which not cunly ishlates them from the
worrery but mauy times creates a hostility on the part of the
workers foward then. '

Comrade Ksracher in writing about striki ng auto workers
In Betroit states,"We are working withnthem in the friendlisat
way , TaeSe ave $he facts gnd Netroit nom&ada% willuse them &0
thoe. utmost against the C.,P,wHo in the sariy part of the striks
advertised us as iin2d wp with Republicans and Domocrats agalnst
the strikers.” I am guite sure that by supporting the strike,
as an organization, the Party haé made some waluable oontasts
with e great many workersgand gained the friendship of worrers
who havs never been in contact with the Pertye.
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Comrade Babbits points out that theorveticel work is n'gle ctad
by local Detrcit, §7 this is true then this cordifiocn sucnid be
gorrected by all mesrs, But this dces not mesn that the p*sofia
work of the Pgrity should be prshed Ln %as backorouadl, Theery
the tasis for the Asveliopment of a "ev.wvtionaVV'mo"nmaﬂ*;“‘
is lost sight of tm= moven rombles alonz and disdutenrs
Marxian theory comss 8 v 1u the labor moTement o u_;\r
when it is coovei“gfrﬁ wi ki e, Otharwiae all the vhecry
‘that may be obtairnas il it Lid¥ied up winh prashicenrema-

ins absolutely wseleua
_ Comrade Heinhuls sxprafass Delieves the viecwpcint
of the workers to Ho ragariing ¢i® wawbyeitndsy cur movenert is
decidedly unpopular, 1% may vomzin go uatil the eve ¢if the revs
olution, But this pogsibili 2 21 no b 4 TS, Y A reveiuoticw-
ary party should no%_ to my ming, uLer’ o tae woyxing
c¢lass, For sometime bhofore tuo © tlopsry crisis considerabie
gections of the oppressed *”"’ass nwnﬁ ”e#aru the vgnguard a3
organization fighting for their 1ntereuub=
For the Proletarian Party to follow a pol
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. PARXTY SPIEXERS . o
(by A.Bielskas, Local Grand Rapids) :
Comrade Babbitt touches on something that should be given

~ further consideration, That is,the wise guy type of spegkers,and-

also the kind that do not understand the Party's position on the
Yarmer question and many other questions that our Party speakers
are called upon to explain.

The Party should work out ways amd means of eliminating those
speakers from the Party platform who do not understand the position
of the Party, The wise guy type entagonizes and confuses,while the
one who is igrorant of the position of the Party misinforms. Both
kind do more harm than good to the Party. We should see to it that
these Comrades be routed that understand the position of the Party.
If we allow every member to speak for the Party just for speaking
sake then that talk only amounts to "blaa blaaf#l, There is already
too much of that in the Party.

We review gll articles before they are published in the Pro
Naws 1o sse that they ars theoretically sound before we publish
them. Why do we do this? Only for this rsason,we know that we
must explain things as they weweror are. Our aim is to convey the
facts about our work,whether they are liked or not.Nevertheless weo

at all times try to explain the truth about just what kind of a

Party ours is,and also our position relative to the class strugzle.
Sone comrades seem to think that we should ykald to the wish-
es of the masses inorder to win them over to our views, They dont
seem to understand that when you have yielded to their wishes you
have been wdn over by their views,and that they are leading you
instead of you leading them., Just how a group of farmers could
get a "revolutionist" to go In their direction is easily explasined.
They were leading someone who claimed to understand but did not.
This leader should go back into the study class and find out some-
thing about the status of the farmer before he goes out again to
speak to them,

We will deal more about the wise guy type. Workers cannot be
wén over by this type of speaker, Workers who hesr the wise guy
type come to the general conclusion that he is trying to convey
to them how "wise" he is, Smart cracks and empty phrases do not
put over ideas. This type of speaker does not belong on a working
class platform., He would be better in s vaudeville. If & speaker
cannot mix with the workers he canmot win them over,Te wise guy
type usually finds himself idolated from the workers. His influence
is nil,If we examine articles for our Party pressito make certain
of_their soundness,then it follows of necessity that we should
select only the best informed for our platform so that our position
be presented correctly to the workers., above all comrades, let us
eliminate from our platform those who do more harm than good to
the Party. If we dont,then we will be doing more to confuse than
to enlighten the workers,

Tho speakers views should harmonize with the views presented
in our program and Party press. If they do not,then they are in
contrgdiction to the Tarty‘s position. This duslism must be elin-
inated,and it only can be done by keecping those off the platform
who do not understand the Party's position. A study class shoull be
held in all locals for speakers,and they should be thoroughly en-
lightened before being allowed to speak in the name of the Party.
No speaker should be allowed to speak in the name of the Party
unless he is willing to learn to sxpress the ideas of the Party
program,. Districts should not route a spesker who dces not know
how to get acquainted.He must be a mixer to form effective contact.
Money and time are wasted if the wrong kind of speakers are sent oust
The Party is not organized to give joy-rides or sightesesing trips
to anyone, Let us use only those inour Party who are sound and can
get reaults,Tis must be done if we are to grow as a Revoluﬁ}onary
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