BULLETIN

JUL Y 1933,

COMRADES:;

The Proletarian News, July issue,has just been shipred
to the Locals and the single copies are now being wrapned for
mailing. Income for the paper has fully covered this issue and
the balance owing the printer is down to %105.75(including July
issue). So,we are not falling behind on the paper,The balance
is about the same as at the beginning of the year,but we are not
getting ahead. With present income the circulation cannot be in-
creased or the papsr gotten out more frequently. We should try
wipe out the deficit and get a balance on hand toward increasing

the size of the paper,or its more frequent appearance.i sub drive
would help.

The Convention Fund,it will be observed has not grown
very fast and the time for its disbursement will soon be here,

We are again reminding you that pre-Convention discuss.”

??tezial should 8ll be in National Office not later than Augus®
rst.
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PENNY-A-DAY FUND.

Total received to June 6th $49.17

June 19th Ioecal Jackson 1,09
" 23rd "  Pan Francisco +89

v 26th r Chicago 1,68
July 3rd " 108 Angelos 1,36
" " v  Boston .50

Total Receivad $ 54569
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NATIONAL OFPICE WEEKLY FUND.

Total received to June 6th $68,23

June 13th Yocal Chicego 1445
" 20th " Blkhart 1,00
" 22nd " Boston 1.00
" 27th " Chicagp 2,00
" 28th " Buffalo 5,00
July 3rd " Boston 1,00

Total Received B 79.68
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2 PROLETARIAN NEWS GUARD FUND.

Total received to Junc 8th $78,90
June 19th Local Rochester E.Korchien 1.00
" | 1 1" E.KOWSki 2 . OO
" " " " B. Tcld 1.00
" " " " 3, Tishlexr 1.00
July 3rd v Chicago S.Muzakis .50
Total Recaived 3 84.40
CONVINTION FUND.
Boston Quota $30 $15.,50
Rochester b 40
Buffalo " 30
Detroit " 100
Mlint n 30 30,00
Grand Rapids " 20
Nilgs " 10
Benton Harbor 7 10
Hishawaks " 10
Tlkhart " 10 4,50
Chicago " 60 28.90
New York " 10
Jackson " 10 3.50
Hanover " 10
Danville " 10
Milwaukec w 10
Los Angcles v 30
San Francisco Y 50 20,00
Mocosta County ™ 1C

§ b00,00 Totel Receivedy 102.40

Locals Datroit and Bullalo report money on hand for
Comvention Tund,but not yet rsceived at ¥.O.
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BULLZTIN FUND,

Total Received to June 8th $12,00

Junc l4th Local Buffalo 1,00
men M.A.Larson 1.00
July 3rd Tocal San Francisco 5.00

Total Received » 19,00
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DAY'S WAGE FURD

Roceived to Junen2nd $18,00

June 13, Local Chicago Anna Tomasik 2.00
" 20 " " Allen Nelson 2.00

" " " " T. Arderson 1.00

" " "  Rocheaster M.MeCollum 5.00

~ % 28.00
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PARTY ZEXPANSION FUND
Formerly acknowledged from Local PFlint $20,00
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PRE~ CONVENTION DISCUSSION

Shortcomings To Be Qvercome
(by Morris Prizant, Local San Francisco)

We have naver claimed to be the some of perfection as a
revolutionary organization, We are thec best rapresentatives
of Marxism in America.This does not blind us to the fact that
we have plonty of faults and shortcomings. Consequently,it
behooves our membership as a whole to be continually alart to
ferret out and eliminate our weaknesses from time to time,
This will be the chiaf task awaiting our dclegates at the
coming convention,

Ore of the faults which we must remsdy consists of stamp-
ing out individualism that still oxists in our party.Coming
out of America whero individualism among the masses of workers
has been and still is more pronounced than in most other capit-
alist nations,it is not surprising that we have this problem.

When members enter our party and learn somsthing of Marx-
ism,they can and do easily and quickly drop tha falseiideolog-
ical concepts derived from capitalist sources.Unfortunately,
many of our members hava not droprad the individualistic Stemp-
srament that grew up with thsm in their capitalist surroundings.
Consequsntly,many of our mambars accept Morxian theory,but in-
stead of bchaving like comrmnists should,cling to their narrow,
petty bourgeois and individualistic outlook. The worst types of
such mombers ars those who have learned some of Marxisn theory,
ars blessed with the"gift of the gab',and ars overwhclmed by
thair knowledge and loquaciousness,so that they arrive at the
pyschological position where they think that their owvm judgeo-
ment is infinitely superior to the opinion of the majority of
the local thoy have inflicted themselves upon.

Thege individuals ,with their "laadeox" complex,havse suce-
eaded at times to gather around themselves cliques composed of
gullible and inexporienced membsrs,for the purpose of using
them to put over what they think tho organization needs.

Portunately,ws are frzsr of these types than are the
other working class organizations,and we are so organized that
though such types have caused us some damag: by their cheap
manooevurifg ourmembership sees to it that these "genarals" are
on the outside looking in,

The most prevalent form of individuslism which ws suffer
from is from thosc who give lip ssrvice to Marxism,but are too
individualistic to support the party by putting in their time

and energy and are unwilling tp part with some of their income
to aid the party.

Lonin stated many times that it was ths s2l1f sacrifice
and heroism of tha bulk of the Bolsheviks which finally made
it possible for the Bolsheviki to smerge triumphant as the
standard bearers of tha proletarian revolution, The members of
the Bolshevik party were forccd to carry on in dangsrous sure-
oundings, They riskod their lives and took clances of long
imprisonment in order to strengthen the revolutionary movement
in Russia.
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Here in America,as yet,we are not called upon to tske the
chances which the Bolsheviki took., It is possible we may in
the future. At present however, the only sacrifices we are call-
ed upon to make is the giving of some of our energy and time
and money., It is true that the latter is becoming mors diffiec-
ult to sacrifice due to the depression,

Cur party does not expect members to work themselves bo
the point of exhaustion and ill health,nor are members askad
to part with funds which they nzed to procuvre the vital necess-
ities,as we realize that ill and undernurished members cannoct
function in ths movement at their best, But all members are
call ed dn to do their bit.

Yot we are faced with individualism so desply rooted in
some of our members that the urheppy result is s glaring con-
trast in the party,whorein some of our members are working them
selvas sick and giving money they cannot afford; while others
of the individuglistic teémperament arc long on comdplaints, but
very short or fingncial and other support,

Comrade O'Brien in his article entitled"Criticism" allu-
des to some of these members who wera very active inreal estate
spsculating,purchasing cars and radios,and laying away nest
eg3s which ware broken befora they could be eaten, He might
have mentionsd those peculiar types of party members who could
afford to spend hundreds of doliars intouring and vacationing
and while ongaged in this pleasant past-time, spoks under the
guspicaes of the party sand then charged or took payment for their
sarvices when they damn well knew what a struggle it was to got
ou "The Proletarian”, In may casaes these types of imdividualidis
always seemed to bz broke whon funds for the party were nesded,
and also manages to renege on pledgass which they glibly make but
fail to live up to. Yet,strangely erough,thess types who camnot
find any money for the party can find some to ape tha Bourgeoilsic
b¥ throwing privats house parties,providing liquor refrsshments,
octe.

We can howl from now to doomsday about our small news-
paper ,its irregular appsarance;we can gracn and moan;we call CUTEC
the National Secretary ard what not,but all of this commotion
will not get us veryrfar,unlsss some of the members who can aff-
ord it come =across better and drop their cheapness,their petty-
Bourgeois concern about themsclvas,and give more to the party i

the form of actual work and hard cash,

On of the things we should see to is that the sbove des~
cribed types,of which,alas,ws have too many,should not be placed
@2 official positions,regardless of their speaking or other abil-
ities,

Individualism is not the only mslady that affects the Party.

Therc is a bad tendency in our organization among soma of our
members ,i.e,isolating themselves from workors outside the move-
mant, In extreme instances,there are comrades who got into the
Party and ,after getting some onlightenment,assumed e¢ither a sup-
erficial or elss patromizing attitude to workers not yet class
conscious. True,all these comrades theoretically recognize that
we need contact with as many workers as we can raach, Y2t thome
particular members begin to look upon thewmselves as part of a
charmed circle, They mingld largely with other members and make
no efforts to cultivate frienmdships and acquaintances asmong the



they cant bear the scissorbills, They will address them from
the soap box ahd the platform,ydt shun associakion with out-

giders as assiduously as a devout Mohammedan keeps away from
088,

This "segregitie™ complex must be overcoma, Most of our
membars are f£4nd of some recreative diversion, The Party is not
opposed to this nor axpects members to live like ascetiocs and
hermits. Marx liked his beer, Lonin found his reorcation in e
game of chess, Trotsky was fomd of hunting,Some of our menmbars
enjoy bridge gemes ,swimning,and various othor forms of recreation.
They should elso see to it that thoy do not seok solely tho com-
panionship of othoxr comrudes in thosoe divermions ,dut should loarn
to cultivate the friondship of outsidors and thus broadsn sohtact
for poseidle recznits for the Party.

Wo should also oncourage now recrwita to cling to vhatsver
social .contadt thoy may have,fhe writer of this artioclo remomberse
whon ho fir:t joined the Party, After entering,ha bdocamo 8o lmpr-
essod with Marxism and the knowladge of his new found soquaintan-
oes that he graduslly drifted away from formor associates and in
about threo months mapaged to drop a host of friends and acquaslin-
tances that had bsen built up through living in one neighborhood
ovor twelve years,thus losing touch with potential matorial for
the movement. Such errors can be overcome to somo oxtont by org-
anizers of locals improssing on all members,sspocially the nower
gggs,the importance of Ystanding in" with as many workors as pose-

G,

One of our other shortcomings,ir the opinion of this writer
lays in the realm of theory.Thero is no doudbt that our offorts to
sproad Marxian oducation and popularizo it,has beon highly succ-
egaful ,considoring the rosourcos at our disposal, We c¢an safely
asgort that we have donc morc of this vital work than all other
working class organixations put together,during the wholc post-
war period,

However,wc have not applied Marxism to the specific oon-
ditions of tho U,S.A,n8 well as w3 ocan, The goenoral theory of
Marxzism will find groater acceptance smong American workers if
we davote more time to anslyzing tho historical background and
prosent social phonomona ,more or lesg peculiar to this country,
We have fallen down on this to some sxtent,

For instance,thore is g prodlem of crire, In z gonoral
fashion wc havs correstly oxplaibed the various causas that
result in crime. But have we analyzed crime in America,and answay
red the question"why homicidag?",and cormissior of other crimos
are much greater here in America than in 8apitalist Burops ?

Have wo ascortained the origin and causas of "Rochetooring”,a
form of oriminality which flourishes largely on American soll?

Thon thers is thoe problem of 1C,000,000 nativs borm Apmor-
icans of the negro races, Ws have scaroely ovor roeforred to them,
let alone amalyzad their social status thoroughly and the effects
of thoir status in Amorican society and its boaring on the classe
struggle here,

During tho last nationel eleastions ,through our prass,ws
capably demonstrated that both Hoover and Roose¥velt roprescnted
tho capitalist cless and wora oromies of the workars, Yet we
naglected to point out that though both were opposaed to the
workers intorests,at tho sams time the capitnlists wers divided
on thesa candidatos,that a bitter strugzle vae raging botwosn the
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capitaligt class,and that these candidates represented differe
factions with opposing economic,and,therefore,opposing politice.
interests, The question of whether Hoover rapresonted the finan-
eiers,and Roosevely the industrialists,or if each reprssented
opposing interests between both or eitner one of these nentiored
groups should havs been clarified.

As an American revolutionary party,it is up to us to tackle
and concentrate on gquestions pertaining to all problems specific
to this country, To fight successfully we must be familiar with
our battlefidld, the U.S.A,and our enemy,the American capitalist,
0f course it is agreed that the ememy is the whole internatiocnal
capitalist class,but as Marx states;"The proleteriat*™ must,of
course,Tirst of all settle matters with its own bourgeoisie.™

We have the best working class party inAmerice, It is up t0
us to improve it vastly,by oponly recognizing our faults,The Cor-
vention presants a great opportinity to do - so, Let all our merbe &
see to it that the best qualified are sent,and wd can hail this
convention as a Breat step forward in improving and building up
the revolutionary movement of Americs,
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CRITICISM
(by Carl Babbitt,Local Flint)

In Comrade O'Brien's article im the May Bulletin he spelks
of the theoretical poverty of our members and especially in TLocr.
Detroit,and the surface sores that result from this condition.

I fully agres with him and have expressed this opinion many
times to the members of the N,E.C.and others,and will further
gtaté that the situstionin Local Datroit has produced a running
sore,spreading into other locals of the Party{sometimes by unde:
ground methods) a dangerous disease,stifling the life of the Par

I have been waiting to see articles appear in the Bulletin
from the N.E.C.members in local Detroit,giving their views way
a Convention should be held, explaining the weaknesses and short-
comings of the Party and what couid be done to improve dtr prog-
ran and tactics, So far they havée been strangely sitent,but twd
members of the local have spoken, Comrades Schockinger and Wass,
and their articlés are certificates of the theoretical poverty
prevailing there,especially the article of Comrade Wass who is
looked upon ags one of the best theoreticians in the local.

Before dealing specificilly with the aricle of Comrade
Wess,I will deal with the situation in its entirety ,giving my
views of a beasic weakness that causes situations like the one
prevailing in local Detroit to develop., It is the inability of
the members to understand the difference between the practical
or every-day struggle of the workers and the tsak of building
a revolutionary political party to direct the class struggle of
the proletariat.

The class strulgle and the every day struggle are two
distinet things,altho the class struggle develops out of and
includes the ever day struggle, The every day struggle is »
less conscious struggle on the pars of the workers,.It is zimed
to improve thair condition within capitalism, The class stru,>
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1s a wider and more conscious struggle onthe part of the working
class against the capitalist class,The workers who récognize the
lrrsconsilable antagonisms betwesn these two classes,struggle for
political supremacy in order to gbolish Cgpitalism,

Due to the rapid accumulation of capital in America,the workexr:,
have besn thoroughly imbned with the ideology of Capitalism,For
years they have been chasing capitalist rainbows,trying to get ric?
on the installrent plan smd hdve negiected all forms of working
class organiuzstion. Thersfors,in a crisis, they are totally unprep~
arsd,unorganized ,and cermpletely igncrant of the nature of the soc-
iety in which they live,floundering about inss deliritm, Having
hope and ccenfidence in the institutions of Capitalism,they meke 1o
effert to struggle against them. Thus in the first two years of ti-
crisis,with lingering memories of the years ofrgood timesv,the
workers were merely hoping,wishing amd praying,that things would
somehow get better, In the last two years there have been some
attempits made by the workers %o resist the encroachments of the
vapitselist class upon their standards of living. A growing disc-
ontent will manifest itself gs conditions get worse and workers
lose confidence and hope.It ig our duty to accelerate this develop-
ment by increasing our propaganda and agitation,breaking down the
confidence of the workers in the institutions of Capitalism,

As the every day struggle develops and the discontent of the
workers becomes more and more manifest,the workers in their help-
lessness due to the fact that they do not understand the social
structure,are always looking for somebody to do something for them
All sorts of freeks,would-be social reformers,amd social-quacks of
every description,make their eppesrance with panaceas and cure-alls
for the ills of society,pretending to do something for the unfort-
unate suffering masses, Catholic priests,preachers,politicians,
bankrupt business men would-be socialists,and empty headed"cormun-
ists" join hands with the workers in a struggle against the bankers
and big capitglists for a more eguitable distribution of wealth,to
inprove the conditions of society,to make this a better Capitalisn.

What should be our attitude towrd this struggle? Should we be-
come absorbed im it? T say TWO. As workers we nust participate in
this struggle to a certain extent because as members of the working
class we are subject to the seme ccnditions as any other worker,

But as Communists we have a higher duty,the building of a revolut-
ionary party to direct the way out of @apitalism to s higher fornm
of society,a Communist society. aAnd we cannot proceed upon the basi :
of sentiment, feeling sorry for the workers because they are suffrin =
and pretending,like the would-be saviors, to be doing something for
the workers,but with persistent propagands snd odtcation we must
teach and inspire the workasrs to fight for themselves, They are
sufforbhpggto a great extent because they have neglected working
clags education gnd orgardzation. We must mpgke them understand this
and drive home to them that the only way the workers will eber get
anything is by organizing gand fighting for 1it.0f course the vast
majority of the workers will only learn this through their own bitter
experiences, begst
The every day struggle can bdvdeveloped consciously into the
class struggle through the intreoduction of Merxism into the conflict.
The theory of Communism dces not davelope out ¢f the struggles of
tho working class under capitalism,but is applied to that.struggle
by the revolutionists wao have somns urxdevstending of Mahxism, In
"Socialism,Utopian 2rnd Scientific® Fngulssteaches us that Communism
is an extension of the vrinciples arrived at by the French miterial-
ists,Germsn 1dealists,ani the three great utopian socialists,st, Simo-
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Fourier and Robt.Owen. Engeld elso states;"That Communism is &
science and demands the same treatment as any other science,it

must be studied." Only by studying can we acquite an understanding
of Communism,and only with an understanding of Communism can we
intelligently participate in the revolutionary movement amd do our
part to develope class consciousness gmong the workers and turn

their unconscious every day struggles into a conscious class strug®lu
for emancipation from wage-~slavery.

The worjers in their struggzles to improve their conditions
under Capitalism can never raise themselves above the level of
bourgsois ideology and bourgeois politics. Thus when we absorb
ourselves in the every day struggles of the workers we ars abandon-
ing Cormunist ideology for bourgeois ideology.

The Socialist Party in the past developed into an organization
of reformism and opportunism of the worst type by becoming entirely
asbsorbed in the practicsl struggles of the workers, The Communist
Party has de%enerated into the same type of organization by placing

the immodiate needs of the workeea before everything else, An org-
anization of belly Cormunists,incapable of getting their thoughts
above theiz stomachs, And basically,this is the cause of all the
confusion in local Detroit. The desire to grow by being more pract-
ical. Belittling thedry as Comrade Schockinger says:"Our paper is
too theoretical." We should be more practical and not waste so nuch
yime ontheory is a statement often heard there,I was telling s nemnber
of the N.E.C in Local Detroit about the good local we had developed
in Flint,meinly through study class work carried on thete last win-
ter ,and he replied:" What practical work are you doing?" He then
said:"The only thing they are doing inPlint is studying books," I
have heard this same phrase many times from the empty headed mem-
bers of the C.P,and it came to me as & surprise from a member of
our N.B,C. Yes,the members of local Flint are studying books and
they have developed a good local that is an asset to our Party,

and if the N.B.C,members of locsl Detroit would read a few more
gook:hthey would possibly eliminate much of the confusion prevail-
ng there,

At this $ime in America when the working class is showing
signs of moving to resist the capitalist class,it becomes more
imperitive than ever for us to study and aquire a better underst-
anding of Marxism, Because,as Lenin states;" We should actively
resume our theoretical work that we started inthe Socislist Party
with the formation of the Proletarian University gnd the public~
ation of The Proletarian magazine. Bacause we were the most advan-
ced sectionof the movement theoretically then we led the Left-wing
development in the Socialist Party and then led the entire movement
in America and broiught the Communist Party into being, We can con-
timue to lead and be the vanguard of the American working class if
we place the importance of theory first and as Lenin says; "Actively
counteract the confusiomoand vacillation prevalling in PRACTICAL
work and expose and repudiste every conscious or unconscious gtte-
mpt to degmade our program and tactics.," Lenin further states;
mwithout a revolutionary theory there can be no revolutionary move-
ment., This cannot be insisted upon too strongly at a time when the
fashionable preaching of opportunism is combined with absorption in
the narrowest florms of PRACTICAL ACTIVITY.”

This is exactly what the situation is inlocal Detroit, Belitt-
ling theory and stressing the importance of practical work in the
every day struggle., A desire to grow by accomplishing momentary
successes in the every dyy struggle of the workers, So strong has
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this tendency developed in the local that inthe recent Briggs
Strike there our members were satisfied to assume a position of
supporsing thoe workers by £o0llowing them, To beccome the tall end
ir 8 workers struggle merely for momentary succsess is not sound
Copmunia t practice, The same member of the N.B,C,that looked on
loegd Plint wi$h contempt for merely studying books said: "In the
Brigys strike we proval to the workers that we wers with them,”
I can vnderstand a capitalist ncilitician trying to prove to the
working class that he is with them, but for a class conscious
memhar of the working class tc have to prove to the workers that
he i3 with them there rmust be # somathing wrong with him, He
gursly is standing on his head,

A In the recent disturbances of the farmers in Macomb county,
two of our members,ons of them a member of the N.E.C, was so desir-
ous ¢f being praot{eal and achieving rnomentary success that thet
fcllowed the farmers into thse leghsiature at Tansing sasking for

a meritorivm on fsrm mortgages., In this iwnstance it shows not

only & willingusss to follow but also a desire for leaderskiyp,

even sfooping to plaving the gane of rotten bourgecis politics

tec asbiave 1t.

cecause the workers by thenselves can rever rise above the
laval of bourgeoisiideclogy and polities in their struggles the
Brigs striks endad Xn the formaticn of a patriotic union shid the
fawvasrs movenent termirated in & bourgeois legislature and our
menvers warve sevigflied narsly %o foliow along ané try to prove
that they were with them, We csmu never nlsy the part of the van-
guard by purauling gach tactics, ILsadership can cnly coms by not
follewing dub proving to %he workers in their strugzles that we
know mors than they logawi, by ouvr miersianiing pointing out to
taen what shoulé be dome ard whst shouli xnot be donse. Only through
cuxr mndersianding the iine of nsrci can ws win the confidence and
vespect of . the working slass,

Wa should carry our propagands to the workers in all their
strugegles, to develope understanding solidarity eml lcylty amonz
the workers to acheive their immsdiate objective and endsavour to
Gavelop the struggio intc & ccmscious struggle of the workers
egairst thz capitalist clasg and thsir aysten of exploitation,
Wavanoulé astrive ts Tead oniy upen the besiz of our rrogran and
asvar w.lilngly follinow the workers in their effcris 1o nevely
improvs thale condltions within capitalisnm, Tio maszss wiil bave
to lenm many things thoough their own bHither cxpariences,

Eugels sevorely ccudernms thiz chage after nomentary succass.
In his criticism of the Zmivxt zrogrenm of tha Gerion 3ccisi~Don--
ocratis party in 1S21 he saii thiz: * The rneglect of zrest fund-
anertatlsconsideratlors Zor the saze of tae moneutary Interests ol
the Gay,this chazz2 afver monuntavy svccasses ard tils race after
then without sccount of witiuete results, tals sgerifice of the
fature movements Zor tha pressnt, is periaps the resul¥ cf Thonestw
motives,but is and vemains none the lesay cpvortunism aml Thonestv
opportunism ig peshapn more dangsrous thwy and cther,” Lenin alwso
condemns a8 opportunists thosa Ln the movement who ignowre theory
and carry on & Radical-3ocialist policy of PRACTICAY BOINTICS.
Leounin also seys;" A uumbder of people with very little or totally
lacking im theoretical training join the movement for the sake of
its practical significance and its PRACTICAL SUCCESSES,"

The quotations of Lenin used in this article are fronm "What
is to be Donef", with my empflasis, I have emphasized beceuse the
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Gominent temdency in local Detroit is to engage more in the ever;
Cays struggle of the workers,to be more practical. T grow by
acneiving momentary suacesses in practical work,relegating theory
to a position of secondary importance. This is s dangerous tendemc -

and we should take a determined stand agsinst it and stamp it out
of the Party,

Detroit at one time was the active center of the revolution-
ary novement in America, Many of us got our start in the movernent
there, In Brench I of the 0ld Socialist party,The Prolstarisn
University, and then in Local Detroit of the Proletarian Party,
But today becauae the comrades in that local have been ignoring
theory and trying to grow by being practical the local has degen-
erated into the worst local in the Party., It is floundering in
the swarp of confusion, devoid of leadership, hesitating,falter-
inz and stumbling, trying so hard to be practical, Pailing in
their condust of forums,relying alrmost entirely upon one comrade
to condudt classes,and whan that comrade leaves for another city
for a month the classes dwindle down to a handful. Despite the
fact that there are four N.E.C,members in Detroit none of them
is capable of steppinz in and conducting his classes, They have
foellen down to s grester extent than any other local im supporting
the Proletarian News,the National Office and other Party Funds,
and 8tlll they try so hard to be practical. It is also interesting
to note that altho this local more than any other in the Party
wanted to put the Party to the expense of holding a Convention,
t%iy&have not yet raised one penny of their quota on Convention

nd.

As the largest and one of the oldest locals in the Party,
Detroit should lead and inmspire all other locals by its acheivments,
e conrades of loesl Detroit can do this too if they will get
back or the s0lid vock of Marxism,snd as theory becomes the most
important thing in the local ,Detrodt may again electrify and lead
the entire movement in America as it did in the past.

The idea has prevailed innlocal Detroit that their troubles
resulgrfron certain weaknesses in the National Office and our
*ress,and that a Convention was necessary to correct thése weak-
nesses. This is not trus,it is just the opposite.The weaknesses
in that local creates many difficult problems un the Nationel
Jffice,ami with our paper,that prevents the Party from functionir:
properly and impedes its growth.The conditions prevailing in loc=al
Detroit are the result of the theoretical poverty of the members
and especially the W,E.C members there,and the blama for this sit-
uation rests mainly upon the shoulders of these N,E.C members,A
Convention ¢annot correct this condition,but the cormrades of other
locals united in a convontion can stamp out the tendencies devel-
oping there that are thwarting and stifling the growth of the
Party. It is the duty of the N,E.C members in Detroit to eliminate
the confusion existing there and get the locval functioning proper-
ly s0 it can do its share to strengthen amd expand the Party. If
they cannot clarlfy the zituation and develop sufficient underst-
anding to promote team work and comrsdeship in their own local
then they are unfit to be members of the N.E.C,

The suggestion of Conrade O'Brien to reduce the N.E.C to
gsoven members is not a solution of the problem but to m3 is a
step backward., He states"That the N.E.C was increased from 7 to 15
with the hopse that the responsibility of leadership would stirulais
the development o0f a larger number of leaders,"” and he also states;
"The nature of the class struggle requires and produces leaders
not over night or by accident but by long persistent teat, " T
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belisve this was corrsct then aml is still correct now,lsader-
ship must be developed, If some of the members of the N.,E.C have
failed to come through and qualify and have proved incspable of
perforning the tasks required of them,then they should be removed
from their positions at the head of the organization and we should
elevate to their place other comrsdes who in the last few years
have shown & desire and s willingness to study and learn and have
consistently shovm that they have the will to act,and devote them-
selves to task of building the Party, I have in nind comrades of

the type of David Leivi of Boston, Wm.Heinhuis of Elkhart, and
John Davies of Flint,

Ve cannot take a step backward, We must go forward,and if
soms of the members of the N,E.C do not know how to learn then
they must go down to make room for those who can learn and will
brove more capable of coping with the problems confronting us in
our task of building the orgamization and gaining the respect and
;oniidence of the American working class for the Proletarian

8T TYe.

This article is longer tham I expected it would be,so T will

have to deal with the article of Comrade Wass seperatsely.

ERRATUM: -~ At the top of papge 5 (Comrade Prizant's article) the
following words were left out; "ranks of the so-called scissor-
bills.I haV%e heard comrades openly state that"

O T s e s i iy ey B o A g > P . - - _ > - -

As there are several rmore articles on hgnd part two of
the July Bulletin will be sent in a day or two.

ERRATUM:~ On page 8 in Comrade Babbits article,following the
words “Because as Lenin states" the following words should
appear” The role of the vangusrd can only be fulfilled by a
Party that is guided by advanced theory."
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Reply to Comrade Wass' artivle in April Bulletin
{ by Carl Babbitt, Local Flint)

Comrade Wass evidently believes in the bureaucratic
methods of capitalist politicians in conducting a Convention,
for he states:"That we should have our manifesto and program
all preparad,written,ready to act upon when the convention con-
venes,"3If this can be done before the oconvention convenes then
there is no need for a comvention, The N,E.C could submit the
already prepared menifesto and program to the organization for
approval by referendum vote and save the unnecessary expense of
holding a convention merely for the purpose of dummy delegates
giving their aporoval to an already prepared manifesto and pro-
gram, However ,revolutionary organizations of the working class
are oppoaed to such methods and Comrade Wass should knmow this
simple fact. I will not take up space inm this Bulletin to explain
how a Comnunist convention should be conducted becsuse I believs
most everyone in our organization understands these principles
of Communist methods and proceedure even though one of the best
theoreticlans of local Detroit apparently does not,

Then he states: "At the last convention the delegates arrived

with nothing in their hands and very little in their heads.,"

Then proceeds to state:"That our present manifesto and program

is inthe main theoretically sound,” Now Comrade Wass,how could
& couvention of delegates with very little intheir heads produce
g manifesto and program "in the main theorstically sound?" I wil.
agree that there were some delegates that came to the convention
with very little in their heads,but soon found out that the maj-
ority of the delegates there did have something in their heads
and would not stani for e move to degrade out program and tactic:.
And some of those who will be delegates to the coming conventin.
will find out that the msjority of our members are still deterr-

ined to fight against soclal-~democratic tendemcies and opportun-
ism in our ranks,

He states "That our program in the main is theoretically
gound." ,and then sounds an alarm;"That if we dont make some
changes we will not continue to exist,grow and develop as the
real revolutionary party of Marxism,” Y agree that our program
can be improved in content and wording ,but merely doing this
will not make us grow and develop, If our program in the msin
is theoretically sound we will grow and develop to the extent
that our membership learns how to carry out the program and
bukld the party and extend lts influence smong greater numbers
of the working class, Merely improving the program will not bring
results unless the members learn how to act,

Learning how to act seems to be a very difficult task for
some members as Comrade Wass admits he does not know how,and
wants the next convention to tell him how to act in strikes,
unions and unemployed councils,
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In the paragraph inhis article desling with the strike in
Detroit we have an example of a Marxzian being caught betwsem the
cross fires of different developments in a strike and reveals ti-
fact that he was bewillered and confused end didnt knew what to
do, I wonder waat this Mumxisn will do when he is caught betweex
the cross-fires in e revolution? An undersgtanling of Merxism cenal
les us to know what to do in all situatiocns that arise 1in our Ia:
toward s classleas soeciety, Bl& the spontaneous movements of the
masses there are many in our ranks that show their theoretical
shors-comings when thew are sudierly placed in a situation that
demands quick and 4scisive action,

Then they shout;"I wes confused and didnt know what to do,
This should not happven again, the party should issue instructions
snd directions so the next time I am ceught in an unexvected sit-
uation I can reach into my pcekxet and get my copy of the rules
and regulations end they will inform me exsctly what to do . How
childishi

Manifestos and programs sre Tor the purpcse of giving a

general outline of develovments and charting the course of the
Party. The best way an ind’vidual will ever know how to act in the
class conflict is by stvdying Merxz. Unless he does this he will
always be confused and standing om his head,

He speaks of the unemmloyed councils and says: " That
the work in these councils is the order of the day." I understand
this to mean the mcst important work of the dsy, I think this is
stupid and sbsurd,but it iz in line with ths domingnt tendency in
leccal Dedreit tu place the practical struggle of the eworkers for
thicker soup as the most important task before us,

I believe that to a Cormmunist the most important thing
at all times is Communism, The building of the Communist movement
and to a member of the Proletarian Party that means the building
of locals of the Party to expand the organization to embrace
larger numbers of wc¥kers,

In a hot-bed of confusion all soris of weird tendencic
develop., In local Tetroit a tendercy that has been develcning
very repidly lataiy i3 the onme tnat we should take s mov»s critic
altitade toward the Taird Imternationgl, It has become s0 strong
that some of tho speskers There openly wiclate party discipline
an. expresg their ovn. views from the »latform.At $ths Jorum of
local Flint recentl)y a syssker from local Defroit on thas subject
of "Science or Tradition® said that"If there had been a real
Cormmruaist Pegrty in Germany instead of one that was only interestec
in reforms,Hitler wouid have never come into power,"A ridisulous
statement from one who through sheesm egoism thinks he is qualified
to speak on the international prodlems of the Jommurnist movement
when he has not yot proven thet e has gresped some of the ciemen—
tary principles of Communist theory, This wise-guy tyos with &
smattering of Marxian &ncwledge like to show their egoiem by being
naritical", Their idcas ave wSUally moreverininel” than critical,
Some of theffftdsdspropssania of the politleal adrerturists, the
Tovestonites and the Ivcisskyviets o roadllly sccewve®lBn this hob-
bed of confusion Lacauvse LU sounletoritical’ And we hosr these
marvellous theoreticizus in local Detroit aszsertineg;v"Tha® we nust
take g more criticnl aititude toward the Taled Inbtevrrabional,®
Then they immediatsly ahtart %o pubilcly crlticize the miatakss of
the movement in otiier cltuntries f9v tho purpose of clarifying
international situation,epparently forgelting that only yesterds
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they proved incapable of clarifying the situation in a local
strike in the auto industry, But perhaps I shouldnt mention this,
becaw e after all a local strike is only s small affair and theor-

eticians,especially the resl critical type, devote their time solw-
inz big problems,

Comrade Wass gives expression to this temndency in his article
saying: "That we should condemn the errors of the Third Tnternati-
omal in the Chinese fiasco, the Mexican order for proletarian insu-
rrection and the loss of Communist votes in the recent German elec:-
ions, We should take a more critical attitude toward the Third
International for the benefit of the reveolutimnmary movement as a
whole, We should study the internationsl movement FHGEES to

the end that we may be of some help to the revolutionary prolet~
ariat the world over,"

Haere 18 a group of theoreticians so devoid of theory and sbility
that they camnot contribute a single article to their own paper,
dealing with capitalism or the revolutionary movement in Americae
to assist in the Marxian education of the working clasg in this
country,so devoid of ability that they fall far behind many of
the smaller locals in giving the necessary support to bring the
paper out once s month,so devoid of understanding and ability
that in one of tha largest industrial citiesin Amerisa they can-
not devekop a local to function properly within the party and now
they want to set themselves upon a pedestal amd posing as theor-
etical glants eriticize the Tird International for the benefit
of the revolutionary movement as a whole,to be of some help to
the revolutionary proletariat the world over. What egoism.

Comrades,unless we by our understanding and actions can
prove to the workers in other countries that we can build a revol-
utionary movement in this counyry of suffiviemt strength and power
to successfully cope with the situstion existing here and the Amer-—
fcan capitalist clags,such statements ss;"Being of some help to
the revolutionary proletariat the world over."” will remain & silly,
sensless,meaningless phrase. Lenin says in Left Wing Communism"The
prineiple problem of the historical momemt in which all advanced
(and not only the advanced) countries find themselves lies here,
that specific national peculiarities must be studied,ascertained
and grasped before concrete attempts are made in any country to
solve the aspects of the single international problem,” As it
states in the Communist Manifesto; "Though not in substance yet in
forn the struggle of the proletariat with the bourgeoisie is at
first a national struggle. The proletariat of sach country must
of course figst of all settls matters with its own bourgeoisie,”
We have not yet proven that we are gualified to do what either
Lenin or Marx or HEngels says, I agree with Comrede Wass that we
should study the International movement but mot for the egotistical
purpose that he asserts but we shpuld study the movement and try
to understand 1ts entire historical development for the purpose of

being qualified to perform out task of building the Proletariam
?&rty.
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Qur Tasks On Unemployment
(by Anthony Bielskas, Iocal Grand Rapids)

Unemployment today is so widespresd and is constantly
increasing, That the unemployed are suffering more each day as
it increases is an lndisputeble fact. The capitalist relief org-
anizgations have become inadequate to meet this situation.Relief
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such a8 it is ,is mostly doled out by municipalities., These
municipalities which are giving relief are graduslly decreasing
the gmount of food the unemployed and their families depend on
so that they may keep alive,

This condition has been the basic ocause for unemployment
organixations to spring up in many cities throughout the country.
Thelr size are increassing with growing discontent, This discontent
in these organizations of the unemployed 1s making them receptive
for revolutionary propaganda and organization,

These facts cannot be ignored, They must be recognized,
In these wnenmbloyed organizations very little educational work
hag been done along revolutionary lines.Whatever work was done
h as hed very little effecttoward acquainting these workers with
the class nature of capitalist society,ami that they could expect
nothing else under capitalism byt unemployment, And if capitalism
got over the depression there would still be millions without jobs,
And these would have to depend ona dole or "unemployment insurancéd
which would be very léttls,that it would barely keep them alive,
And that the unempoyed would have to seek a solution for the prob-
lem themselves,the revolutionary way out,’

The task that lies before the Proletarian Party in these
unemployed organizations is this,%o fight @bth the wnemployed
for relief measures that come from the unemployed themselves,
But not to foist upon these orgsnizations ready msde formulas,
"ha tched out of the head"such as other scheming groups have done,
Wo rust explain to the workers the causes of unemployment, We must
fise as simple terms as possible so that they may understand what
we are talking about,and our talks should be convincing, so that
we leave something constructive behind.If we are able to do these
things we can win the workers over %o our views, It depends upon

our ability more than upon all the programs we may write or resol-
utions we may pass,

The Party 1f it can show the unemployed that it is &
party of the working clags and that it is hones and sincere amd

that it struggles with them and not against them, then the unemployz.
w11l have confidencs in us,

To do this we must have an understanding of revolutionary
theory and be abls to put that thedry into practice, Also & correc’
Judgement of the conditions and the ideologicsl concepts of the
workers, If our theory is wrong or our judgement is poor our attem-
pts to win over the workers will fail,

Some Comrades think that a"blue print" of action is needed
80 that they could function according to it in these unemployed
organizations, The fail to understand that it is conditions that
determine our line of action,and not "blue prints" which sre
drawn up by idealists,
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Perty Discipline _
(by P.Miller,Tocal San Franciseco)

The membership must adhere to the enforwved party diswvipline.
From this however,we should not assume that there is a qualitati-—
difference between the party and the membership.The Party--its pre-
gram and course of action or tactics--is the expression of the
majority.What we recognize as Party views,opinions and attitude
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is identical with the majority in these respacts,Disciplinary
action,when transmitted through an appointed group;they are
merely instrumental in voicing the judgement of the majority,

Discipline must be ohserved if there is to be efficient
organization,effective party activity, a party spirit,as respon-
sible membership, a party position,

A sincere revolutionist will discipline himsslf ,perhaps

even mote critically than will the party, Discipline within a
revolutionary organization has to him s significance that the
dictionary cannot define., Such discipline gives him & closer
connection to the party. It teaches,among other things,that he
should train himself to accept responsibility,and to discharge

1t to the best of his abdlity., Stuiying his errors so that he
will not commit them again, Entering into party activity amd
study so that he will £t and justify himself as part of the
vanguard., Remembering that his statements,whether public or
informal,have a direct bearing shd reflection on the party. It
is quite possible to damake the party through ill timed or in-
correct statements. Being observant of what has been the party
attituds on situstions occuring wherein written words cannot
guide him,end adhering to the general tone of that attitude as
though it were a 'part of the party constitution. In being crite
ical ofvbhimself |, he should have an honest opinion of his abil-
ity. If he is invited %0 speak st some obkwr gffair or private
forum of which Bheppntivy kmows nothing, unless thoroughly capudbie
of scqultting the rerty,he should decline. For if he responds to
the invatation, he does not 4o so es an individual,but as & mem -
ber of the party. It is regrettable that there are some abortivo
Mgrxists,inflated with the egoism of an insufficlent Marxian
grasp, and this often seIf distorted,have spoken in the name

of the party,to the detriment of the party.

He mus$,primarily, bind himself to the decisions of the
majority. As a member he possesses the democratic right to en-
ter intc the making of s decision, But once a particular matter
recelived the majority sction snd wntil rescinded , he ig bound to
that mejority will despite whatever opinions he holds to the
contrary, Failurs to aGhere to this essential of organization,
whether nationally or locally or individually,disrupts party
organization and promotes party ansrchy,if allowed to exist,
i1t denotes a lack of disciplingry understanding and disciplin~
ary action, A party that is at loggerheads with itself,fincapablbe

of controlling its membership,is absolutely unfit to serve as
the vanguard. ‘

The party position must color every member!s party express
sion and activity. Until such a time arises that this position
is completely incompatible or Incorrect,under no circumstances
can we desert this position. The revolutionist will curb any
individual tendencies that serve to create any discord between
him and the party declarations,

Particularly in Left Wing Communism does TLenin stress
the part that ¥stringent...lron diseipline” played in the Bol-
shevik victory.

Members within the party that are qualified to enter
into some activity,but do not through lagimess,or some such
similar trait,do not attempt to copperate or render support,
not necessariiy financially,should be weeded out.they have 1o
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place in the vanguard,the vanguard has bo place for them,

The revolutionary overturn of caplitalism is a historie
task that will try the vanguard to the last fihre, It is
necerisary that we strenghhen ourselves qualitatively first
for the final revoluvtionary conflict,rather than attempt it
by eilmineting weak members in the revokutionary crisis, T
& Maryist,the class stiengzle in capitalism is a struggle that
will pe the most gruelling aml destructive in history. Its
terrific affects will test whether the vangusrd has built last-
irgly ,whether the party will endure.If,we arsthe vanguard , shall
lead victoricusiy as did ths Bolsheviks,it will be primerilly
because the merbsrship have been sircewe rewdlutiornists,to whom
the party has beemn paramount to all individualyissues,
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Partial Demsnds and the Proletarisn Party
(by Stanley Novak,Local Detroit)

T™e Proletarian Party has never taken an anti-partial-demand
stand. On some occasions we have outlined briefly the basis
upon which & Marxian party can advocste partisl demands, Te
chief weakness of our position hasg been its vagueness and our
fallure %o apply it. We even failed to make our position clear
and definite to the membership of the rarty.Some of our com-
raies misunderstood the Party position snd took an sbsolute
anti-partial-demand stand, Aw a result of this vagueness a
considsrable amount of confusion arose inthe party which must
be clarified, The coming Conventionmust correct this weakness
and state the party position in a very definite and clear mam-
er, I am submitting this draft hoping that it will be of som
value in working out the QOarty position on this votal question,

For a better understanding of the subject we will divide tze
class struggle between the workers and capitalists into two
principle stages,~-clemantary and advanced. Inm the first stage
thz gstrugegle is over such 1s3ues as higher wages , shortar hours,

better working condi*ions unemployed insurance,and against
wage-cuts. The strigelse for securing these aims belongs meiniy
ip the field of trade =mmion activity. There are also guestions
of semi~economic and semi--polifical character,such as the elim-
ination of injurctions frcm labor disputes and the prevention
of the employment of children,

Members of the Proletarlan Party must also be members of
trade unions and unemployment councils jand must penetrate every
working class organization of any lmportance, In the ranks of
these organizations the Marxists form the most militant section
and assume leadership in the struzgle for these elementsry and
lrmediate needs of the worksrs.Having a better understanding of
the capitalist system we must guide thé workers in the strugzle
for their ewonomic neesds., The Proletarian Party must be whole~
heartedly with the workere in their struggles for the present
immediste needs under capitalism, However we must point ogwt to
the workers that there is very lithie that they can obtain under
capltalism, Even if the =ims mentiored sbove were fully materid.
1zed ,which is very doubtfal, it would not fundamentaliy change
the capitalist sysvem, To the marxist the root of the muin
economic and political evils of today is the system baised on
exploitation, the capitalist system. To do away with these evilw
we must do away with the cause,capitalism,
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In the field of politlcal ackhvhyy the Proletarian Party

must fight for such partial demands as freedom of the press

and speech,freedom of assembly,freedom of political prisoners
and in opposition to war., While struggling for these partial
aims,the Proletarian Party does not make a main aim out of
these issues but always propounds to the workers the need for
the complete overthrow of capitalism. Also the Proletarian Party
nust very emphatically and energetically fight all kinds of
utopian ideas of reforming capitalism,pointing out that capital

ism cannot be reformed from its evils,or gradually and peace-
fully changed into a new socialist society.

The second and higher stage of the class struggle is the
revolutionary strugzls for complets overtarow of tne capitalist
systen for the establishment of the prolstarian dictatorship
and the socialist econmomy, In the first stage,great masses of
workets participate on different occasions;but in the higher
stage,only the nost class conscious,the most advanced section
of the workers, take part at first, When the masses reach this
higher stage of the struggle,the particilar country is facing
8 revolutionary crisis. Capitalism cannot be abolished until
the masses of the workers in their political development regch
the higher stagze.

We cannot approach the question of partial demands exactly
as we did the quesition of reforms in the past, The question of
reforming capltalism is definitely settled. The writer recogni::

the danger that the struggle for partial demands may easily b,
and often is, turned into a strugsle for pure reforms,extremel
uniesirsble from a revolutionary standpdint, But it does not
necessarily follow that a1l partial demands and partisl sttug-i:s
must be just reforms,

Por years the revolutionary vanguard has been confronted
with a problem,-- how to sssist %he messes of workers in grasp-
ing the higher aspects of the class struggle3 Under certain
conditions certain partial demands help greatly to rally large
masses of workers to fight against the capitalist class, In the
gourse of the sirugzie the workers learn to fight in an organized
manner for their needs;they increase in ¢lass consciousness an”
come clogser to therevolutionary position, In the revolutionsr-
crisis,certain partisl demands may become revolutionary demards.,
The one put forth by theBolshevik party in 1917,~-"Bresd,peace
and land®-- is an excellent example, We must bear in mind that
the masses have extrene Gifficulty in comprehending slogans and
demgnds that are general and abstract. We nust formulate our
demands in the most concrete manner,

ha every day struggle of the workers cannot be sharpened
artificially by slogandgput forth by the Marxist,which have no
basis in working class conditions.IZ slogans are to be effectiw
they must have a sound objective and subjective basis., The obje$
tive conditions ,-~-the state of the economic development of
dapitalism,~~ must lay the basis for such slogans, Second , the
subjective condltions, --the degree of the political conscious-
ness of the working masses gnd their readinsss to accept the
slogans and fight for them,--must be present also, Undér such
conditions, the Merxist,with proper demgnds 4Hd slogans,can stin-
ulatse and sharpen the every-day struggle,
Under certain conditions, when large masses of non-revolufl-
ionary worjers manifest a desire to struggle for a certain de:-~
and ,it is the duty of the Proletarian Party to advance propew
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8lozans and assume lesdership im the fight for such demsnds,
Great care must be exercised inm formulating these partial demands,

First,the demands and slozans should not be created artific-
ijally by the Party and put upon the workers from the top before
they are ready to fight for them. They must spring out of the
extreme need of the workers,themselves, The demands should be
formulsted by the Party,which should then proceed to marshall
the workers to fight for them,

Second ,demands should he of such a nature,and worded in
such & way as not to create the imnression in the minds of the
masses that the evils from which the workers suffer can be remove
ed without sbolishing capitalism, Also,the impression should not
be given that capitalism can be peacefully reformed into social-
isn, Here lies a great danger to revolutionary tactics.

TheStrugzls for the imperitive needs is bound in time,to lead
the workers into the strugsgle for the overthrow of capitalism,
When capitalism cannot supply the workers with the absolute
necessities, the masses of workers will then grasp the ultimate
aimmof their struggle and fight for the mew society, The masses
of workars will learn the intricate apgkés of the class struggle
in the fight for their needs.

This position was put formward by the Third World Congress
of the Corrmunist Interna%tional which was endorsed by Lenia as
follows: "0n the conirary,it is essential to make use of all tle
eaonorie uesds 01 the masses ,8s8 1ssues 1p the revolutlonary o
“Tpies  walch,when unité&]form Thoe Flood of The sooial revolutifFh
ic2,....3ut InordsF to Achleve this tas§ ,Phe Communist Pzriles
mast put forward'derands,and they must figﬁt with the masses fovr
their fulfilment,rezardless of whether they are in keeping with £
the profit system of the capitalist class or not,”

"What the Communist Parties have to consider is not whethser
capitalist industry is able to continue te exist and compete,but
rather whether the proletariat has reached $he limit of its end
durance, 1I these communist demands are ifi gaccord with The immed-
18%e needs of the wide proletarian masses,if these masSses sre
convinced that they cannot exist without the realization of these

demands,the struggle for these demands will become an issue in
tho struggle for power, The alternative offered by the Communist

Interngtional in place of ¥he Miviimum program O Te1o

g¥i ceutrists is; the strgﬁgle for the concerote necds of the
protetariat and demands ,which,in their application,undermine
paowe 3 afs a0 S ZeL N8 P I8 av, 10 STt~
grasped the meaning of such proletarian dictatorship.( THIRD WORLD
CONGRESSTCOMMUNITST INTEREATIONAT, P.517T

A classieval example of how not to formulate demands ¢an bde
found in the C.P.program of 1928, In the midst of the greatest
capitalist prosperity and compatitively high standard of living
of the Americam worker,the C,P put forth 102 demands and expected
to rally large mssses to fight for them. In thst program we find

the following demands:

"abolution of the Senate, of the Supreme Court,and of
the veto power of the President,”
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the working people,and should be removed at any time, Legal aid
should be gratis for all wage workers."

"Abolttion of the present mercenary army and navy and state
militia,and struggle for a toilers militia, Election of officers
by the soldiers and sailors., Full riphktto vote and hold office
for the members of the military forces,"

This invariably leads the politically untrained masses to
the conclusion that the capitalist state machinery can be refome,
can be made more democratic and subject to a greater influence
by the masses. In this epoch of growing Fascism,when the capit~
alist state machinery is being concentrated into the hands of &
smaller number 0f people,when the state assumes s dictatorisl
position openlyy} it is very stupid and dsngerous to imply in
any way thet the capltalist state machinery can be reformed,

Another point that myst be remembered in relation to those
demands is that the workers are indifferent to them and cannot
be rallied to fight for thelr aschievement, The party that puts
out sfich demands shows g lack of understanding of lLenin!s teach-
ing on this subject.

e followlng is another demarxd included in the C.P,
program of 1928;

"Public works, The federal,state and city govermments should
devise schemes for improving the roads and bridges of the countr:
yimproving the rivers,fcanals,docks and harbors,setting up electr-

is power stations ,reforestation,land drainage and land reclam-
ation,extension and electrification of railways. On gll public
works trade union wages snd conditions must be guaranteed by lavw,”

This is & typical solution for unemployment,advanced many
times before by practically all the capitalist politiclans,For
years revolutionary workers fought against these ideas,pointing
out the inability to solve unemployment withnthese measures, "Now
we have an organization,claiming to be a revolutionary party,
yet putting forth these very same reform measures as demsnds,

In tiye following demands,also included in the C,P.,program
of 1928,wes have an essentially foreign issue brought into the
working class movement-- the tax question,

“Abolition of all indirect taxes."

"Exemption from all kinds of taxation for all wgge earners,”
"TaxX exemption for all workers and exployted farmers.,"
"Graduated income tax,starting with incomes above $5,000 per
yaar snd increasing grggually,so that all incomes over $25,
00C per year are confiscated.”

"All tax exemptions on bonds,stocks,and securitiss must be
abolished.

The problem of high taxation has very little to do with the
struggle of the workers, It is a petty-bourgeois problem, To
expect the capitalist class,through the instrumentality of their

vérmment, to tax themselves out of a profit over and above the
§%5,000 Is the height of studidity.

At the coming Convention our Party must carefully examine
the various problems of an immediate nature, the pressing needs
of the workers and their readiness to struggle for their needs.
If conditions are found t0 be Javorable we must formulate dema:.
and slogans,



e

Altho the present conditions may not indicate with certasinty
immediate demands which would surely be effective still such con-
ditions could develop rapidly Lf they do not already exist, It is
certainly necessary that the position of the Party on immediste
demands be put into concrete form and that the controlling body
of the Party between conventions,the N,E.C.,have the power and
authsrizetion to formulate snd put forward fimmediate demsnds if
snd when conditions will make them effective,
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A Review Of Some 0f The Pre-Convention Discussion.
{ by C.Finch of ILocal San Prencisco and A.Bielskas, K Grand Rapids)

We have watched the pre-convention discussion with much
interest,and in our perusal of the various artivlies we find meny
valuable suggestions, While on the other hand we find much that
we must take issue with. Tine and space will not permit of taking
up all in detail,but we will attermt to touch on some of what we
consider the most outstanding errors,

In one article we find a marifestation of revolutionary
impatience and a beliief that the road to revolution is too long
and therefore we rust seek soma shucrt-.cut ViA REFORMS. We refer
to our self-appointed deniist,Conrade Bergstrom,who is going to
fill our teeth with Immedis te demands or crown them with roforms,
Ho would have us coucentzuaie our major efforts on & campaign for
unempioyed insurance, He points out that our influence will be
greatly added to in this memmer, Ho fails to ses that a revolut-
ionary party does not meraly seek influence by influence on a
revoliutionary basis, A folicwing attracted by reforms is a reforn-
ist following and can be easily led away by liberal capitalist
politicians who take up these reforms end use them to catch the
voting fislji," A slight study in hkistory should reveal this fact
to Comrszde Bergstrom ,AlsSo s party whose membership is attracted
by reforms soon becomes swamped in the mire of reforms,losing
sight of 1%s revolutlorary aims to a large extent,if not entirely,

He says:"If and when these demands are granted to whom sShe
ould the credit fall?(I hope the P.P can justly make this claim)"
Would it not be far better from a revolivtlonary viswpoint if we &
could make the claim that we have been instrumental in building
vp sufficientlyevoiutioner»y strength that the capitalis%t class
graats these reformy irhopes of offastting the revolution, As long
as capitalism can grant these refcrms they are 4 means of pecifyim
the workers and prclonging the capitalist system, It is only when
it becomes impossible for capltalism to grant them that they may
become vevolutiongry demands,

Comrade Schockinger calls our attention to the party press
and its shortcomings, We are well aware that the Party press is
one of the most important phases of our work sand that there is
plenty of room for improvement in our present publication, But as
has already been pointed out by Comrade Tishler,Comrade Schockinger
places all the blame for the shortcomings on the Wational Secret-
ary. All the financiel difficulties are the fault of the National
Secretary and we supucse whis includes the constant delinquency
of Local Detroit in meeting its obligations for the "Pro News”,
The National Secretary does not pick money off trees he has to

ot it from the locals, Comrada Schackinger has been in the Party
%ong enough to know this. And what is true of getting money is
alao true of gatting matsrisl for the paper., The comrades who gi~ -
their time to the paper cannot publish news from other localitier
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